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CHAPTER  t 
THE  COTTAGE. 


SiA  4^DEEW  WiTLiE,  like  the. generality  of  great 
geniuses,  was  bom  and  bred  in  very  humble  cir- 
cumstances. By  the  early  death  of  both  Ins  pa^ 
rents,  he  was  consigned  in  infanqy  to  the  care  of 
his  maternal  grimdmother,  Martha  Doeken,  one 
(^  those  dashan  carlins  who  keep  alive^  among 
the  Scottish  peasantry,  the  traditions  and  senti- 
ments which  constitute  so  miich  of  the  national 
chara^t^r.  . 

This  old  woman  redded  in  the  hamlet  of  Sto^ 
neyholqi,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr. .  Her  sole  bread- 
wiiiner  ^^  h^  qpiniiing^wheel^  iand  yet  she  was 
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cheerfidly  contented  with  her  lot ;  for  it  had  pi 
sed  Heaven  to  bless  her  with  a  blithe  spirit,  f 
a  religious  trust  in  the  goodness  of  Providence 
The  furniture  of  her  cottage,  in  addition  to  I 
drew^  ctadfe,  and  ihit  was  borrowed,  t^onskitecl 
one  venerable  elbow-chair,  with  a  tall  perpen 
cular  back  curiously  carved,  a  femily  relic  of  b 
ter  days,  enjoyed  by  her  own  or  her  husban 
ancestors;  two  bu£fet-8tools,  one  a  little  lar( 
than  the  other ;  a  small  oaken  claw-foot  tab! 
her  wheel,  a  hand-reel,  a  kaiLpdt,  and  a  skill 
together  with  a  scanty  providing  of  bedding,  a 
a  cfaei^  that  was  at  onee  confer,  wardrobe^  a 
amrie. 

"^  Behind  the  house  she  hod  a  patch  of  some  fi 
dr  six  &Ds  of  ground  for  a  garden,  which  s 
delved  and  planted  herself,  and  the  rent  she  pi 
fer  the  whole  was  ten  shillings  per  axmum.  T 
gtttherii^of  this  sum,  after  die  received  the  hea 
handful  of  Andrew,  a  weak  and  >filing  baby,  ] 
quired  no  little  care.  But  instead  of  raining 
the  burden,  she  oft^i  declared  to  the  Heigfaboi: 
that  he  was  ^^  great  company,  and  though  at  tim 
a  wee  fiutbeuB,  he  is  an  auM  ftrwt  bami,  ai 
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kent  a  raidn  fcae  a  Hack  chk  before  he  had  » 
toothy  puttkig  the  taen  in  his  mouth  wi'  a  mitkf 
but  Arkghing  like  deqperatkm  at  the  «%bt  o'  tb^ 
ither." 

Daring  the  munmer  of  tbe  fint  year  after  An- 
drew had  been  brought  home  to  her^  9he  vas  go- 
Bendly  teen  mt^aaag  irith  her  whed>  bisking.  in  the 
mm,  at  Ae  gable  of  hear  jcottage^  with  her  grand- 
aon  at  her  side  in  her  biggest  stool,  tinmed  upside 
ddtmif  MoamBg  himself  mth  the  cat 

Andrew  was  a  small  wd  delicate  chtU*  but  he 
gmw  afmcBy  and  every  ds^>  in  the  opinion  pf  his 
fp»ndniotk^>  tm|iroTed  in  his  looks.  ^^  His  een^ 

as  she  said  to  Ittr  kinmieif  whiAe  she  dandled  him 
M  the  door  as  they  stopped  to  speak  to  her  in 
passing,  <^  ace  like  gowans  in  a  May  moamii^,  and 
his  laugh's  M  Uithe  as  tba  lilt  o'  the  linty  ."^ 

Fhiiosqahcars  in  these  «ipressionB  m^  discover 
the  iaoA  anlacqfe^k»e  of  hope&l  s&^fB^n,  look- 
ing fimrAfd  to  p  |Haspttrow  fiortnae  £»-  l3ie  child; 
iMDit  Andreir,  for  a  hmg  time,  shewed  wmH&h 
lasns  of  poitesn^any  diiog  in  common  with  the 
"lal^ttB  diit4Bse  usuUy  snpposed  requisite  to  m^ 
sure  distinction  ortidiss^^  In  Us  bpidiood,  how** 
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^ver,  Martha  frequently  obiserved  "  that  he  wa 
'pawkie  liaddie,  and  if  he  wasna  a  deacon  at  be 
lair,  he  kent  as  weel  as  the  maister  hixnisel  h 
mony  blue  beans  it  taks  to  mak  five.'" 

The  "  inai^ter^  here'  spoken  of  was  Damii 
'Tannyhill,  one  of  those  ineek  and  modest  novi( 
of  the  Scottish  priesthood,  who,  never  happenii 
-to  meet  with  ^my  such  stroke  of  good  fortune 
the  lot  of  a  tutor  in  a  laird'^s  £unily,  wear  out  t 
even  tenor  of  thefr  bUimeless  days  in  Ae  litl 
troubles  of  a  village-school. 

At  the  time  when  Andrew  wJEts  placed  und 

his  care,  the  master  seemed  to  be  about  forty,  h 

'he  was  probably  two  <x  three  years  younger-   i 

was  pale  and  thin,  and  under  the  middle  size,  ai 

H^tooped  a  little,  as  if  his  head  had  been  set  ( 

somewhat  awry.     It  proceeded,  however,  from 

habit  which  he  had  acquired  iii  eonsequence 

being  short-idghted,  and  accustomed  to  write  aii 

read  with  his  ear  almost  touching  the  papar.    I 

times  he  would  erect  himself  even  into  sbmethiii 

like  an  air  of  dignity,  and  change  Ms  l6wly  ai 

•diffident  tone  into  the  voice  and  accent  of  an  ea 

-nest  and  unpasdoned  eloquav^. 
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Evary  thing  in  his  appearance  indicated  a  mo- 
derate spirit,  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  mild* 
ness  of  his  mimners,  and  his  few  and  humble  ac- 
quirem^Eits ;  but  there  was  an  apoatolic  energy  in 
his  thoughts,  when  his  own  feelings  wore  roused, 
or  when  he  addressed  himself  to  move  those  of 
others,  with  which  Nature  at  times  shewed  how 
willing  she  was,,  if  fortune  had  so  pleased,  to  mak^ 
him  a  pathetie  and  impresstve  preacher.  Whe- 
ther he  ever  felt  the  Icmgings  of  ambition,  or  ra^ 
dier  whether  he  over  repined  at  the  unheeded 
and  unknown  estate  in  which  he  was  left  to  pass- 
away,  like  a  sequestered  spring,  whose  pure  and 
gende  course  is  only,  seen  in  the  meadows  by  a 
little  narrow  edging  of  richer  verdure,  could  never 
be  discovered  in  the  stiU  sobriety  of  his  placid 
temper ;  but  if  aU  other  passions  were  hushed  in 
his  quiet  bosom,  the  kindly  disposition  which  he 
shewed  towards,  every  living  thing  begat  in  the 
minds  of  his  pupils  an  affectionate  respect,  of  far 
greater  power  in  the  little  state  and  commonwealth 
of  his  school,  than  would  have  been  yielded  to  the 
authority  of  more  arrogant  abilities,  backed  by 

the  taws,  that  dreaded  satrap  of  Scottish  didactic 
discipline. 
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In  his  dress,  l^e  master  was  as  remarkable 

in  Us  mind  and  m^iners*    His  Unen  was  alwa 

uncommonly  neat,  and  his  coat  and  vest  of  ravi 

grey,^^though  long  thread-bare,  never  shewed 

Inroken  thread,  nor  the  smallest  staticmary  spe< 

of  dust.'   His  breeches,  of  olive  thidcset,  were  i 

less  carefully  preserved  from  stains ;  and  his  dai 

blue  worsted  gamashins,  readhmg  above  the  kne< 

in  winter,  not  only  added  to  the  comfort  of  h: 

legs,  but  protected  his  stockings.    Between  h: 

cottage  and  the  cfaurdh,  or  in  die  still  evenii^ 

when  he  was  seen  walking  solitazy  along  the  ui 

trodden  parts  of  the  neighbouring  moor,  he  wot 

a  small  cocked-hat,  and  as  his  eyes  were  wea 

and  tender,  in  bright  weather  he  commonly  slack 

ened  Ae  loops,  and,  turning  the  point  round,  con 

verted  Ae  upright  gaUe  of  the  back  into  a  shade 

If  the  master,  like  other  potentates,  had  a  fii 

vourite,  it  was  certainly  our  hero,  at  whose  drol 

and  whimsical  remarks  he  was  sometimes  observec 

almost  to  smile.     For  Andrew  was  not  long  al 

school,  till  he  shewed  that  he  was,  at  least  witi] 

respect  to  his  sayings,  destined  to  attract  notice. 

Indeed  the  very  first-day,  when  his  grancbBOthex 
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Iierself  led  him  %o  the  door  infix  hU  A  B  faond 

• 

m  his  hand^  he  got  a  name  that  he  nerer  lost 
After  the  di^mi^sal  of  the  fchool,  aa  he  was  jUbj^ 
ing  with  the  oth^  hoy»  aa  the  high  rpad«  a  car-r 
riage  ^nd  four  horseo^  with  outriders,  happened  to 
pass,  whirliijg  along  with  the  speed  and  pride  of 
nobility.  The  schoolboys,  exhilarated  bjrthe  spleiw 
dour  oftk  ph^nom^on,  rare  in  those  d^s  in  Sto» 
neyholm,  shouted  with  gladness  as  it  passed,  and 
our  hero  animated  the  shout  into  laughter  by  call- 
ing out,  "  Weel  dune,  wee  wheelie,  the  muckle 
ane  canna  catch  you.""  From  that  time  he  was 
called  ^^  Wheelie  ;^  but  instead  of  being  offended 
by  it,  as  boys  commonly  are  by  their  nicknames, 
he  bore  it  with  the  greatest  good-humour ;  and 
afterwards,  when  he  had  learnt  to  write,  marked 
his  books  and  copies  with  '^  Andrew  Wheelie,  his 
book.'"  Even  the  master  in  time  used  to  call  him 
Wheelie,  and  insensibly  fostered  his  taste  for  the 
odd  and  droll,  by  sometimes  inviting  him  on  a 
Saturday  afternoon  to  partake  of  his  pale  and  eco- 
nomical tea. 

Andrew,  who  was  naturally  shrewd  and  obser- 
vant, perceiving  that  the  master  was  diverted  by 
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his  humour,  exerted  himself  on  these  occasioi 
by  whiJr  exercise  he  gradually  acquired  a  degr 
ct  readiness  and  self-possession  in  conversatio 
unusual  among  Scottish  boys,  and  a  happy  ve 
nacular  phraseology,  which  he  retained  throu^ 
life,  and  which,  Tfith  those  who  had  a  true  relii 
of  character,  was  enjoyed  as  something  as  ra 
and  original  as  the  more  elegant  endowment 
genius. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

THE  MAGPIE. 

Andbbw  was  not  distrnguished  among-  his 
schoolfellows  by  any  particular  predilection  for 
tliose  amnsem^itg  in  wliich  the  boys  of  a  country 
school  are  so  adventurous ;  yet  he  was.  always  a 
desired  member  of  their  nesting  parties  in  the 
spring,  and  nutting  excursions  in  the  autumn ;  for 
his  drollery  and  good  humour  knit  their  hearts  to 
him  ;  and  if  he  sddpm.  strung  an  egg  of  his  own. 
berrying,  and  absolutely,  at  all  times,  rcfosed  tot 
risk  his  neck  on  the  boughs  of  the  hazel,  he  still 
brought  home  his  ftill  share  of  the  holiday  plun^ 
der^ 

On^  an  occacdon  when  h  pyei^s  nest  was  scaled,^ 

A  2 
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only  a  single  young  one  was  found;  and  it  wae  i 
strong  awd  OTnning,  that  it  almost  escaped  from  tl 
grasp  of  Willy  Cmmhigham,  tlie  boy  who  was  sei 
up  the  tree.  Some  debate  ensued  on  the  divisic 
of  the  day^s  spoil,  as  to  who  should  get  the  ma{ 
pie.  Andrew  thought  it  ought  to  be  giVen  1 
Willy;  but  Cumifiigbam^  a  £paiik  and  generous  fe 
low,  insisted  that  it  should  be  WheeUe^s,  assignin 
as  a  reason,  that  Ma^y,  as  Andrew  had.  called 
on  the  s^ot,^^  was  an  auldfarent  thing  like  lumse 
and  wottld'leini  mair  wT  him  thwi  wi^  ony  othc 
laddie  at  the  fldbooL^  Cunniiigham's  pra^osal  wa 
rataSedwith  a  unanknots shout;  and  certainly n 
biBd  war  ever  more  apprc^riAt^  disposed  df,  ft 
Ajidrew  not  only  taught  it  taftlch  imdcarty,  an* 
to  fil(^  with  surpriffing  address,  bixt  to  0peakseV€ 
nd  worcb  widi  Ae  inost  divertiw^  distiacttiess.— 
Maggy  herself  seemed  to  be  right  wdSi  ]^eased  wit! 
her  mastser;  and,  aceordhug  to  trad^on,  knev 
evi^  word  he  said,  wrdi  the  dtBeefnment  of  i 
spirit. 

Whai  his  companions,  in  the  winter  evemngs 
assemUed  round  his  grandmoAer's  hearth,  Magg} 
on  those  occasions  placed  herself  between  his  legs  \ 


and  as  often  as  he  ttid  any  Ihi^f  AatikUod  d^ 
ywHUg  ftmaem  ioiMd  q|^  hst  cnmmg  eym,  and 
tlMP  JM«di]r  chaMnd  vi&  ]Hr  bin,  at  if  ak 
tifiipaled  m  tUr  knghftar. 

The  iiatarall  IwKMqr  of  .^tmaflae  beag  «iiL 
tiy«ted  1^  educaiiaB,  dw  somelimeB  taok  it  into 
her  head  to  pilfo  aJMo^cAhisamnmcmmat, and 
ammfg.  ciim»  jfho  aitforftd  hf  her  dej^tedalaoiM, 
was^maata^  BMwaair  Ae:  sdiool  homa  he  al« 
vajf»i)peiiadt)ie.iri]idiim  i».YmiiiB^  ibe  roon;) 
aad  Maggy,  iaa  (rii^  aa  she  eo»ldf  axaiUlboEadf 
of  fdieoppwtimi^Jastaalihebajna'ipraa,  Ithap^ 
peoA  hfimvnty  <hafc  aha  wait  oaaeioa  aA«n»aB4^ 
wait  c^igh^  k  the  £m}^  wiA  a  IMW  i^ft  m  her  oebk: 

The  maatar^a  gvwii  hkdfy  huaMiur  iadueed  Um 
to  pardw  ibe  tod;  hut  aa  ^pamda  had  aoriaen; 
amox^  the  boy^  oaoaamed  hjf  Ae  h)aa  d!  iheir 
pflm9  aa«  aonmg  the  ^thisr  <^  ^  Iheft^  he  deem** 
ed  il^inconhasil  an  bhaft^lo  i<ebii]»B  Ae  ownet  ^ 

dkfradatev,  A«ciMdta(^y»  when  t^  adiocd  aaaeok* 
bk)d  ia  ^  afternoon,  he  pnodaimed  ailence ;  aild 
tai^BjgMT^  Maggy.&nai  mider  a  faariiet  iriiere  ha 
hadj«q?iaata€d  heri  he  addieaBed  ihe  b^s  to  thft 
fol|wi»g^|bct ;— 
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frlmk  die  BUMrtec  bad  fbaiedi  Nothiag  peet 
•t  iqwu;  unndonr  .vaB.safe  £cmn.  her  diieni^  i 
eq>ecially  the  thread  -pampers  of  Miss  Mizy  C 
nii>gb»in,the  nuiideii  aunt  -^  Aefaoy  1^  wiioie  g 
imture  our  hero  becaaaie  masto*  of  the  liir4- 

Miss  Miiy  lived  in  the  inanwoiKhouse  of  Cn 
lands^  dose  to  the  Tillage,  and  had  iindor 
domimon  Willy  and  his  sister  Mary ;  fiir  tl 
modier  was  dead,  andthe  laird,  Sieirfsdlier^  tr 
bled  himself  Yoy  Uttle  tritfa  any  earthly  thi 
He  vjuu  as  Andre  v  described  him»  ^  a  earle  ti 
daunered  about  the  doors  wi^  his  haoads  in 
poocl»s,.and  toct  them  out  at maaklaine.'" — . 
toit  Miss  i^hsf  herself,. she  waaa  perfect  parag 
of  gendlky  and  predsion.  Hcmerex  slovenfy  l 
grounds  about  the  honse  were  Joept,  the  interior 
tha  mawfflL  was  alwajra  in  the  trimooest  orde 
andnothiag  could  ex)ceed  the  nun-like  purity 
the  wcffthy  lady V  own,  cambricHclad  pa^Hu    . 

It  haaaened*.bv  the  death  of  a  i^ation.  that 
was  necessary  the  family  should  faepot  into  mour 
nag ;  and  Miss  Mizy^for  this  purpose,,  had  boug 
hersejf  asuit  of  sd^le,  as  wdl  aaa due poxdcsi 
cnqpe,  and  the  otiber  recpiisites^dPfUneraalsoivoi 
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Slie  liw  iklbig,  busy  vidi  her  oeeA^  mdmgiqp 
diedBSH,  at  diepaprknirwiMbir^wliidiwttopcB^ 
wlMi  AodveiF)  one  aftcmooB^  with  hii  pjet,  camr 
to  ask  Wiily  to  go  out  «Uh  liim.  Maggy  liad  m 
often  teaxed  Mw  Miiy  by  pfifrrmg  ber  tlire^ 
perSy  that  justice  andTgngeaacewareawom  agatnat; 
her.  Tina  the  boja  were  veil  awave  of^  but  conld 
not  vemt  the  tenqrtatixn  of  ^  aetlfagiqB  the  btiaea' 
of  aunty  .^*^Maggy^  acdordnigfy  waa  set  looae.  In.- 
a  BOBent  ahe  waa  in  at  llie  window,  and  had  aci^ 
sed  a  thread  caae.  Moa  Miay»  bawerer,  befiom 
the  pyet  could  escape,  darted  at  her  fike  a  cat  (m 
a  mouse ;  and  ahnost  in  the  same  instant,  poor 
Maggy,  with  its  neck  twisted,  was  flung  out  with 
such  finy  at  Andrew,  that  it  ahnost  knocked  him 
down. 

This  was  a  dreadful  outrage  on  the  part  of  Miss 
Mizy ;  and  the  whole  school  participated  in  the 
revenge  whidi  was  vowed  against  the  murderer  of 
Mf^gy ;  nor  was  ever  revenge  more  complete- 
Next  day,  the  principal  companions  of  Andrew 
{nrofided  Aemselves  widi  a  large  tub,  which  they 
filled  with  water  firom  the  Laird's  stafale-yaid ;  and 
Andrew,  going  up  to  die  window  where  Miss  Mizy 
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was  again  sitting  at  her  seam^  while  the  other  c 
fi|nrators  were  secretly  Mnging  the  tub  under 
window^  cried^  ^'  Ye  auld  nidons,  what  gart ; 
kill  my  pyet  ?•— odd  IH  mak  you  rue  that  I 
wonder  ye  ne^er  got  a  man,  ye  cankery  runt, 
your  red  neb  and  your  tinUar  tongue.*" 

This  was  enough.  Miss  Mizy  rose  like  a  t< 
pest ;  the  swae  nK>ment  souce  came  the  unsltvoi 
deluge  from  the  tub,  full  in  her  £eu^,  to  the  tc 
wreck  and  destruction  dPall  the  unfinished  farayi 
of  mournings  which  lay  scattered  around. 
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THE  TASK. 

^  The  awfii'^-like  dung')^  as  MiflB  Misy  ever 
afterwards  spoke  of  the  schoolboys^  com^nracy,  was 
attended  widi  the  most  important  consequences. 
The  first  result  was  a  formal  com;plaint  to  Mr 
TannyhOl,  to  whom  the  indignant  jdaintiff  suted 
her  wrongs  with  an  eloquence  to  which  we  cannot 
do  justice,  demanding  the  immediate  punishment 
of  the  offenders. 

The  master^s  aflSsctionate  bosom  was  deejay  a£- 
fiicted  mih  tbe  account  tiiat  Miss  Mixy  gave 
of  >^  the  deyihy,^  which,  in  her  narrative^  eer* 
tainly  sufiRered  no  ^nwution  either  in  the  rans  of 
the  perpetration,  or  the  ciuming  willi  which  it 
had  been  ]^amied.  In  his  way  back  to  the  school, 
he  fteditated  on  the  sort  of  punishment  which  he 
ought  to  inflict,  for  hitherto  the  rod  had  been  un. 
known  in  his  discipline;  and  he  came  to  the 
strange  oonchision,  that,  as  die  end  of  all  punislu 
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meat  ought  to  be  the  reformation  of  the  delin- 
quent, he  would  oUige  the  culprits  in  this  Case  to 
apply  with  more  than  ordinary  assiduity  to  their 
tasks,  and  require  them,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
summer,  to  attend  the  school  two  additional  hours 
a-day.     Some  governors  might  have  thought  this 
a  punishment  to  themselves,  but  it  never  occurred 
Whia  honesi  and  ingenuous  bosom,  that  it  was 
any  haidd^p ;  on  die  contrary,  he  felt  it  a  duty 
yrhiA  he  was  catted  to  perfimn,  in  order  to  cor** 
recft  the  eifeets  ef  the  evil  spirit  whidb  had  been 
$0  audadoualy  mmiiftsted.     Accordingly,  when 
the  boys  assembled  next  day,  he  called  the  ccn* 
9piratars  befcwe  him,  and  made  them  mount  aform 
in  presence  of  their  companions. 
. .  ^^  I  told  yiou,^  said  he,  casting  his  ^es  towards 
our  h^ro,  **  that  the  Dl  deedy  pyet  would  bring 
you  into  lM»di  scaith  and  sewn ;  and  now  ye  see 
my  prophecqr  has  ooiqe  to  ptet^fer  there  ye  slaod, 
fyft  9?  in  a  row,  liUce  so  many .  e vil^dpcars  as  ye 
mnraly  are,  that  I  ought,  to  make  mi  esample.  d^ 
by  kiting  you  fin  Aelrei^  o'  mj  hand.  BuH^it'a 
no  my  way  to  chastise  with  stripes  on  the  body; 
no,  imless  the  heart  is  made  to  feel,  a  bite  a'  the 
taws  in  the  loof,  or  on  the  back,  will  aaon  heaL 
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In  troth,  my  baini8»  ¥m  wm  ftr  yda^  ftr  gift  ye 

gang  on  8t  (Mb  Tate  wliaf  0  to  beoone  6f  yov,  whca 
ye  enter  the  world  to  mak  your  faKsd?  mbMf 
Whedie,  irill  hae  ony  regard  Inr  yon,  if  ye  giv 
jomel  up  to  misdiief  ?~OAen  hoe  hae  jbicM 
that  nay  guide  ikem,  but  ye  hae  wJj  your  anld 
feddefls  grannie,  that  wi'  midde  hard  labour  ha# 
ottfed,  with  a  blessed  oonetaney,  to  breed  yon  up  im 
the  fear  o'  God.  O  man,  it  will  be  a  safe  ratum 
for  a'  her  love  and  Idndness,  if  ye  break  her  hetft 
St  hust— I  speak  to  you  inair  than  to  Ae  Teat,  be- 
eaase  in  this  sMtter  ye  aw  die  most  to  Uame,  and 
stand  in  the  greatest  peril;^ 

'^  Weel,  weel,^  cried  wr  bcio,  half  sobbing, 
balf  angrfly,  ^*  ye  need  nae  ftsh  ne  ony  mair 
aboat  it,  but  tell  me  at  ance  whatyeVe  ga^n  to  do 
wi'  me." 

The  master  was  so  astoBislied  at  this  interrvp» 
tisn,  that  he  stepped  baek,  and  sat  down  in  Ida 
diaiF  fer  some  thae  sileni.  The  eolprits  became 
aB  pale,  and  ^ke'  teat  of  die  boys  stood  aghast; 
80  daring  a  defiance,  as  H  seemed  to  dican,  of  all 
authority,  could  not,  it  was  supposed,  but  be  ftl* 
lowed  by  some  tremendous  display  of  power. 
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Mr  T«myfaill,  hpwevar,  read  Wylie's  cham 
in  the  ex;n*e8sioii,  ai^  hy  some  happy  or  Ben 
lent  interpretation  of  his  petulance,  took  the 
M$ef  nith  him  that  could  be  attaided  with  an] 
ttffit.*^^^  I  vill  &sh.you  nae  mair,^  said  he> 
dreasing  him  emphatically,  ^^  as  ye  seem  t< 
ecaatrite  for  yonrfimlt ;  but,  in  ordier  to  try  i 
th^  ye  have  the  right  leaven  o^  repentance  in  ] 
I  will  task  you  to  a  task  that  will  do  you  gooc 
a^  the  remaind^  of  yqur  days.r 

He  then  ordei^  him  to  g^t  the  first  fifty  F6£ 
by  heart,  and  inteirdicted  him  from  all  play 
pastime  tiU  he  had  leaAt  them. 

From  that  momdit  Andrew  apfdied  himsd 
learn  the  Psahns,  with  a  perseverance  that  qi 
aurpaised  the  maMer,  who  had  hitherto  regar 
him  but  as  a  droll  and  curious  creature.  1 
shiOTtness  of  the  time  m  wUch  te  p^ormed 
task  waa  not,  ho^ever^  r^harkaUe;  for  his  i 
mory  was  hot  w^  adapted  to  Ut^ature,  but 
suigulaar  abstraction 'firom  aU  his  play-feUows,  i 
the  eamestsiess  with  which  he  adhered  det^ 
nately  to  his  task,  astoni^ed  ev^  c^e.  Duri 
the  intervals  of  the  school  hours,  he  was  seen  i 
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ting  by  faiiiiself  in  the  lea  of  a  headstone  in  the 
church-yard,  muttermg  Terse  after  verse  from  the 
Psalm-hook  which  he  Held  in  his  hand. 

In  this  eitoation  Maiy  Cunningham,  the  sister 
of  Willy,  happened  to  pass,  and  seeing  him,  said, 
**  What  are  ye  doing  there,  WheeKe  ?^ 

He  lodged  up»  but^  without  answering  her  ques- 
tion^ rq^eated  in  a  loud  monotonous  voice,—- 


**^y  heart  inditing  is 
Good  matter  in  a  song.' 


<^0,  hae  ye  ho  got  jrodr  Pttdms  yet  T  excliom^ 
ed  Mary,  for  she  had  heard  from  het  brother  of 
his  partieuUr  additional  pu^hm^ft ;  And  goitig 
ijpcloseto  lum,  inquired  bow  HUmy  he  had  lewmt 

^  I  can  i^y  ane-and-forty  a"*  through,  j^fiss 
Mary,  wiithout  mibsmg  a  word.^ 

"  What  a  lee^  Wbedloj  that  i^^^iwud  Mary, 
^<  nadbody  could  evcar  rt^isammy  Psalms  stiraigltf 
{hrough.'" 

^  Will  ye  hearken  me?^  smd  Andiew ;  and  she 
took  the  bode,  whSuh  he  at  the  same  time  <^ered, 
and  leaning  ov^die  heiidstone  bdiind  hi^i,  bade 
him  begin* 
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^  ThsA  mm  ltiiith.per£aet  Ue89ediiie88 
Wlio  walketh  not  astray," 

he  nnmedifttdx  repQUl;^  in  dne  ui^y^ried  e 
^^  But  dwdlstii  in  jAe  •sdancr's  ciMUi;^ 

'  J. 

And  sliands  in  sinner's  way."  . 


*^  <5,  Whedie,  Wheefie,  ye  eaana  say 
verse  6' the  vera fest  Pflalm  ;  iipret^fikei 
that  ye  hae  gotten  ane-and-forty  by  heart ! 
claimed  Mary. 

Reference  was,  in  consequence,  made  t 
hook ;  and  after  some  "bather  padeyi  Anibe 
fiumed,  andweMon  as  f (M*  as  the  twiSftii  Fi 
without  missing  a  sin^e  word,  to  ^  ddq 
surprise  of  bis  ftir  auditor^  Bf  dot  Ime, 
ever,  it  was  necessairy  that  he  shouid  go  td  sci 
and  Mary  return  home ;  bi3it,  befove  pIMing 
agreed  to  vifi4t  )ilm  ^kgem  4t  die  same  plaoe 
day  to  bear  tb^  i^eUMdndfeT^  m^ti  Ae  k«pt 
word. 

AgAa  db^  book  w«s  in  her  hmdi,  ^A  lea 
over  the  tombstone,  with  Amfaeew  miOk^  be 
«lie  listened  with  ttnw^i^ed  pifiiaswre  to  die  u 
viating  and  inflexible  continuance  of  bis  nor 
nous  strain  j  tiU  he  had  reached  the  thirty- 


Ffiahn,  whea  tiie  aaxne  csases  llut  oectnoaed  the 
Conner  interruption  again  obliged  them  to  iep»« 
rate,  afWr  a  r^iewal  of  tbe  compai^ 

On  the  third  day,  Andrew  ccnnplested  fiot  onljr 
the  forty-one,  hot  two  move  that  he  bad  kamt  ia 
die  meantime.  Mary  confessed  her  admiiatioii  of 
his  wonderfid:  genius,  and  from  jtheaeeibrtli,  till 
hm  had  completed  his  tai^,  she  was  hia  regular 
▼iaiti»'. 

Out  of  this  drcnmstance  a  greater  degree  of 
intimacy  arose  between  them,  thanis  usual  among 
boy  s  and  girk  of  t^ir  age.  She  admired  him  as 
a  prodBgy  of  talent,  and  he  was  gioasod  when  he 
met  bra,  on  account  of  the  interest  she  bad  taken ' 
in  bis  task.  Fnna  theattack  on  her  aunt,  how- 
eyer,  he  had  been  prohibited  from  afpcoaching 
^<  ThePlace,"^  as  the  Crai|^and.mand<;mJion8e  was 
eaUed  hf  the  vilhgras ;  and  as  she  was  educated 
by  Miss  Miay  faersd^  p:sqpasatx)cy'to  Jbeing  in  due 
tbne  sent  to  an  Edinburgh  boarding-sdiool,  diqr 
had  few  c^pportuaities  of  meeting.  But  on  Sua- 
day  he  atways  task  care  to  stand  in  the  pa&  by 
wludk  tlte  Laird^s  £un3y:oxossed  die  churdi-yanl, 
and  a  sBQsle  was  m^  rsguliody  exjeha^gsd  between 


24  CHAPTER  III. 

them  in  passing.  AsofitenBlsoastbeiiiinist^read 
out  to  be  sung  any  one  of  the  fifty  Psahns^Mary^ 
would  peep  over  tike  fomt  of  the  Laird^s  lasft,  tc^ 
where  Andrew  sat  beside  his  grandmother  in  the 
area  below  4  and  on  tibese  occasions  she  never 
missed  ids  eye,  which  seemed  to  be  instinctively 
turned  up  m  -expectatidn  of  irieeting  her's.     , 

In  this  wiqr,  the  geria  of  a  mutual  affisction  wits 
implanted,  before  either  was  awakened  by  Nature 
to  the  sense  of  love  and  beauty, ,  (Mr  informed  by 
the  WOTld  of  the  disparity  of  their  condition.  They 
were  thenwelvesomconscicais  of  the  tievith  which 
simplicity  had  innocently  liiied  them  together-^ 
and  being  as  yet  both  &ee  from  the  impulses,  of 
passion,  they  felt  not  the  impediments  which  birth 
and  fortune,  bad  placed  between  them. 

The  Craiglaikl  family  was  oae  of  the  most  an- 
cient in  the  county ;  the  estate  was  large,  but  ty 
the  indolence  of  the  Laird,  it  was  much  neglected, 
and  the  rental  was  in  consequence.  smaU.  j  The 
woods,  however^  were  valuable,  and  the  old  tacks, 
or  leases,  were  drawing  to  «  close  $  so  that,  whife 
in  a  state  of  comparative  penury,  it  seemed  pro- 
bable that  boA  Cunninghwn  and  his  sister,  would 
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inherit  a  very  ample  patrimony.  Of  this  their  aont 
Miss  Mizy  was  fiilly  sensible,  and  frequently 
complained  to  her  lm)iher,  that  he  should  allow 
his  son,  with  such  an  inheritance  in  view,  to  be 
brought  up  among  the  children  of  the  tenants. 
But  her  complaints  were  long  unavailing;  the 
Laird  had  been  educated  in  the  same  school  with 
the  fathers  of  these  children,  and  he  could  disco- 
ver nothing  in  his  sister's  lemimstnmces  to  make 
'him  wish  to  see  hid  son  a  finer  gentleman  than 
<hiin8ei£  ^  The  awftf-like  thing,^  however,  had 
'B  inbre  impressive  effect  than  her  l/ec^ores.  It 
'was  an  expknt  of  miscbi^,  &r  surpassing  all  the 
easy  pranks>af  his  soft  youth ;  and  upon  the  mi- 
nister, at  Miss  Misy's  iostiffiidffaj  rqpresenti^  to 
him  the  disgrace  and  didionour  that  would  ensue 
to  die  family,  if  the  heir  was  loi^  permitted  to  as* 
sociate  with  such  unmeet  playmates^  as  the  boyjB 
of  Mr  TamiyhilTB  sdbool^  he  coi^s^ted  that  Willy 
should  be  sent  from  home,  and  placed  at  fm  aca- 
demy suitable  to  his  rank  and  prosp^cte.  This 
lots  aocordingfy  done,  and  like  oth^  boys  th^t 
drop  away  from  among  their  school-fi^oF8>  Cu^- 
ningjwni  was  socninrgott^. 
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THE  FAIB. 


Aftkb  CunmiagliMd^FaB  iemo¥ed  from  Mr  Tan* 

'nyhin^s  school,  a  consideniUe  change  took  phice 

among  otur  herpes  jdi^rmates.     The  firatanity  to 

'  which  the  l^o  boys  belonged,  was,  in  &ct,  in  th« 

course  c^diat  sununer,  broken  up ;  aiid^^oBiseiBe 

time,  Andrew  was  without  any  partioulnr  qom|ia* 

^nion.  These  tenqpraaiy  intermissions  6f  friendship 

are,  however,  common  to  men  as  well  as  boys;  but 

the  cares  of  our  riper  years  make  us  less  sensible 

of  the  blank  left  by  the  removal  of  a  neigUbouTy 

than  the  loss  we  suffered  when  a  schoeLfeDow  wae 

taken  away. 

The  nickname  of  WheeUe,  in  oonseipienoe  of 
^ns  change,  iras  graduallf  £xrgotten,  or  rather 
ceased  to  be  any  longer  in  use;  whfle  the  strip* 
liiighimself  seemeddaOyJn^witxiCseDieduaig  tihat 
he  could  not  find,  either  on  the  moorlands^  or 
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along  the  hedge-rows  and  the  belts  of  plaBtii^  that 
Bldrted  the  hills  and  farms  of  the  Craiglaiids.  He 
was,  as  his  grandmother  said,  for  some  time  *^  like 
a  tynt  creature  ;^  and  for  lack  of  other  companj, 
often,  on  the  road-eide,  tf^  into  discourse  with  tra« 
vellkig  tiidders,  blue-gowns,  or  old  soldiers,  who 
had  acquired  a  sufficient  stodc  of  wounds  and  scars 
to  set  theii.  up  in  b^gary.  Poor  Andrew,  how« 
ev^,  had  nothing  to  gi^e  than;  bot,  nevertheless, 
it  was  remarked  diat  they  always  left  Um  seem* 
ingly  better  pkoaed  than  they  ever  quitted  the 

-  Laird's  y  ett,  ^ven  when  Mise  Miay,  after  the  term 
'  day,  aUowed  ^m  «ctra  neaveftil  to  their  wonted 

weekly  ahnous. 

In  the  evenii^,  Andrew  bid  raoourse  to  the 
firesides  of  the  gash  and  knacdcy  carles  and  car« 
lins  of  die  irilbige.  SiOl,  even  in  dieir  queerest  sto- 
ries, he  found  a  deficiency,  for  he  had  no  fiiend 

-  «f  his  own  age  to  share  his  remarks  afterwards. 

About  Hallowe^en,  however,  this  want  was  sup- 
^^ed.  At  die  distance  of  a  mile  from  Stoney  holm 
lay  the  smaH  estate  of  Woodside,  a  mailing,  as  it 
waa  cilled,  widi  a  house  somewhat  better  than  Ae 
40Miie»ftRn'«teadiBgB.  Tl^p«iq[^ietorluippeMd 
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to  difii  and  the  Itfids  were  rent^  by  his  heirs  to  a 
B^i^bouriag  fanner;  the  house  and  garden  bdi^ 
in  consequence  to  let,  ware  takw  by  a  Mrs  Pier* 
ston,  the  widow  of  a  Gla^pow  merchant,  who,  at 
the  Martinmas  term,  took  possession. 

This  matron  had  haX  one  child,  a  fine  smart 
rattlii^  boy  of  the  name  of  Charles ;  who  was  aent 
to  the  master^s  school,  where  he  a^d  Andvew  soon 
became  inseparalde.  The  (Stance  of  his  mother?s 
house  from  the  village,  odcaaioned  him,  as  is  usual 
in  sudi  cireHmstances,  to  bring  his  dinner  in  his 
pocket  at  fost ;  he  was  afterwards  allowed  to  dine 
witii  Andrew-ran  arrangemoit  of  some  advanti^ 
to  old  Martha ;  for  Mrs  Fierston  was  in  good  cir« 
ciuuistances,  aed  indulgent  to  her  <»ily  son.  Thus 
o^iom^ced  we  ^  those  attachments  wludi  are 
£^rmed  but  at  sdiool^  and  are  generally  aipposed 
to  weather  the  chasiges  ci  fortune,  and  the  blasts 
of  wir&mtyp  better  than  the  fiaendshqps  otia<n» 
co^^e^rate  yearsh 

The  bpoyaiicy  of  Pierstc^i^  spirits  guve  him  a 
$eepui^  ^m&B^mcy  over  Wylie ;  but  it  was  soon 
observed  by  <^  neighbours,  that,  in  reality,  Aa« 
itsw  wa$  the  master,  and  tbi^  by  s^^at^tting  to 
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the  -prmtkB  ttid  wbims  of  Chttles  in  nttifl  aflSnny' 
lie  vaaiibimtf  obtAmed  the  inMuigeiiiail  ef  Uiiuy 
of  greater  momeftt,  if  ffcidi  langnage  11117  be  «p* 
^ied  to  tibe  disinterested  concerns  of  ecfaooLboy» 
Pierston  had  also,  as  it  might  haire  been  sbfipoeed 
ftom  its  early  efieots,  aaotiwr  advaatiige  over  his 
foetie  conq^aimm*  He  had  i^ent  his  beyhood  is 
Crksgow,  and  hadbsen  sereral  years  at  the  Ombm 
m8r-8<Aool  of  that  dty,  before  Ids  moAer  remoiodl 
to  ihe  Woodside  hoosiL  He  was  in  eoMnqnenee 
pretty  well,  foF  hia  tkne,  accomflidied  in  -mtrnf 
tricks.  He  stoodmodblees  inaweof  themunici* 
pal  dignitaries  of  the  neighbouring  towns^  an^ 
aei»rdhiigly,  iat  the  Ai!mnt  fins,  to  wMeh  he  001^ 
ilaatiy  induced  AaaAreWto  accompany  Um,  he  not 
eftly  kept  Us  pm  better  aMong  the  toim  boys^ 
bet  eTen  went  ikrdier  fSsasA  m^st  of  thett  in  the 
frizes  ourt<nnary  on  eudi  oeoasMms.  SutaMioagh 

it  was  said  of  ClMttfcs  diat  he  was  a  peffeet  d«^rift 
liteb,  he  had  a  generow  wtflrmth  of  heitf€>  ttd  n 
firdy  good  humottr,  ttatbeitH^^ftToiunMbin* 
tcrprcitation  to  hkiiroriit  aiid  iiAtoii  acMag^ 
Ifany  an  oU  aptdaimnA  attheiltffs^  howevter^ 
en  ae^  the  gonk  mkI  Ae  tMiiV^iiM^roi^h,  (m 
the  two  boy s  weie  caHed,)  watdledthek  toaq^g 
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pites  of  toys  andd^IectiUes  widi  gl^  een,  and  staff 
grasp^  to  repel  some  pa#kie  aggressioii ;  whfle,^ 
at  the  same  time,  the  boys'  wete  always  merrily 
welcomed';  for  Charles  had  plenty  of  pdcket  mb^ 
ney,  and  spent  it  freely.' 

If,  in  those  exeurdons  to  the  ftirs,  Pierstoii 

feund  fim  and  firolic,  Andreilr  reaped  some  eipe« 

rienee  of  ihe  world.  He  somi  sliw  that  the  mooiby 

Us  companion  spo&t  was  snffident  to  ^  up  imy  ^ 

did  woman  with  a  sta6d ;  and  theihtoglit  oc6ur^* 

red  to  1dm,  that  if  he  could  get  Chades,  on  die 

next  Fair  day,  to  give  his  money  to  Jahfet  Pirn, 

It  sly  and  droll  old  hshe  widow,*  with  whose  tales 

and  bdUds'  they  had  been  often  entertisined  dor. 

ring  die  winter,  ihey  might  be  abte  to  pay  Janet 

a  shilling  for  her  trouble,  and  nake  a  great  deai 

of  money  by  the  speculation.  The  idea  was  most 

cteli^tful ;  but  Charles  j^^  dreaded  diat  if  th6 

existence  of  the  copartber^  should  become  kaowmt 

to  die  othei^  boys,  especially  to  those- belonging  td 

th&  towns,  the  consequences  would  be  ruinous,  m 

Janet  would  assuredfy  be  f^under^  witboat  mer* 

fy^    TMs  co<tsidsrali<m,  however,  lirtw  soon  got 

»ver,  Iqr  Andrew  sa^ying,  that  if  diey  kept 

own  seooet,  it  could  never  be  known. 


Tisms  vere  acc£ffldi||g^y  progo^  tra  Jun^t^  who 
readily  acceded  to  them ;  ind  jhsa  the  Kil^in 
ning  Fair  day  came  rouod^  she  made  1^  H^ear^ 
ance  at  the  comer  of  the  bridge^  seated  in  an  arm 
chair,  dressed  in  her  red  doak  apd  Uad^  Sunday 
bonnet,,  with  a  taUe  befere  her»  covered  with  a 
doth.  sepetLy  borrowed  by  Chipdes  ttom  his  mo* 
ther^  xmp&j  dbes^  and.tapqptb^  ad<mied  with 
a  compet^t  stock  of  4|(e  r^fpiisite  attoreinents. 
Thebqys  themsdyea  bi|d  aoocnpiifpnie^  Jimet  into 
Irvine  to  buy  them,  and  th^y  also  lifted  her  to 
set  them  o[Ut  to  the  best  ^advantage*  Themuscal* 
mons  were  ^^c^ed.to  b^  9ft  J'^'S  ¥  ^^^  ^Sff"^ 
the  sweet^:and  coi^w^ders  were  of  aH  aises  aii4. 
coi(oyars^*-TntermJBgled;  w^  jtfae  ,iqnaHe^  :and  faif* 
^  Miftress  Naz^^^rthe  |ock  of  Gibrdtar  was 
bid  forth,  with  a^  its  bes^t  Vjeiip  particuhurjy  tum^ 

ed  towards:'^  view-T--pp:li|H)[|fiEfitHCi|kei,  w4  ff^h, 
gfa^Jffce^d  watj9)i^,j:^y  gil^f^^-p^^  ipf  rai«ms 

«x^&f  %^^:rgfOi^/of  e»V^»H^W^  amber  liimps 
of  bairl^y-^^gar,  ^n^tat^  ib4s  gard^  of  He^pe* 
nie^i^j^i^v^iaSfik^j^^  qf  f^tstriea 

qC  .all  d|9sc](iptio^8^{rj)ni  O^p^es,  witl^  a  cumn  in, 
ljt|e;f<^ead  ijifit«»4.(<  m  ff^$  to  gfweipc^^th 
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bito  of  diinamoii  fi^  spurs,  were  exMbited  to  die 
greatest  advantage;    Sik^  another  isttand  was  ndt 
mthewlidbFaHr.  Jan^t  had  a  great  run,  amd  ihe*^ 
tw^  lbo]h3,  each  witk  astidkitthishaiKl,  stoodcen^ 
tinek  at  die  (Mods  oF'tiie  taUe.    AH  wentbn  finr ' 
same  lime  in  tbb  most  prosperous  way ;  tAsidrevr 
covmted  the  gains  that  wereflowii^in,  andCiutrles' 
enticed  customers  fay  the  hhiTado  dP  hiis  ecdogi^m^ 
on  tlie  arddesfbr  sale.  But  this  ^splay  of  goods,' 
and  t^  the  interest  wMeh  ike  gouk  and  tbe  titdin^ 
had  in  the  concern,  excited  &e  envy  and  jealousy^ 
of  tl^ir  less  successful  competitors ;  tad  when 
about  noon,  Janet  and  anodier  carlin  adjoumedb 
to  one  of  the  pufaheJiouses  to  get  a  botde  of  ile 
to  their  £nner  0f  bread  and  dheese,  the  seereif 
was  divulged  that  she  was  but  an  agent  and  a  hire* 
ling.    We  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  die  i^eed 
widi  wHch  d^  stoiy  spread,  nw  the  ihd^»» 
don  of  all  die  rival  sweede-^wives.    The  juve^^ 
iiile  eustomers,  who  had  dealt  with  Janet  mere^ 
ly  because  her  sweets  wesre  die  best  f^  the  Faii^ 
thought  themselves  eheated,  fnd  opened  an  in ' 
cessant  fire  of  die  small  du^  of  pps,  while  a  tre* 
mendous  battery  of  twenty  inoirti»,  every  now  alii 
idien,roaredfirom  the  adjacent  stands.  Andrew  ad- 


• 
'vbed4f anet  to  padk  up  her  Aiiigg  quietly,  but 
Charles  iufliBted  she  should  not  badge  a  step ;  they 
had  as  good  a  i^t  to  sdl  things  at  Ae  Fair  as 
any  other  body,  and  be  was  prepared  to  defend  it* 
-^-The  attack  continued— *the  crowd  gathered-^ 
Charles  lost  his  temper,  and  stmdc  a  great  heavy 
lumbering  country  lout  that  was  laughing  at  Urn 
orer  the  fii^;ers.  f£he  liflUw  vttaHated.  Some  of 
the  spectators  took  part  with  Charles*Hi  battle* 
royal  ensued;  in  Iteliddmif  which  the  table  was 
overset,  and  all  its  treasures  trocUen  in  the  mire, 
idttiilt  Ai9  ai^lttiMimbsmdlii^  di()pi%t^han^ 

Thb  W9  h^  «e^  tiiefr  ^Ibm  4feeitn  i&u# 
diiifl|MvMd^  ratnw  ftHtti  oie'MWntt,'  Wi-li^ilao^ 

lauedb  wa.  But  dM^  4U  vd  *dtM  m  lwwiil-^el» 

jnBroiciifi&^--^4irey  wei^  Bmni  neroic*  (^aanes  saw^ 
ttd  faidMi  fl^  tlMt  he  HAS  itt>  IMttAi  fbr  Aw 
dAUHijf  mi  Irbo  aad'HbnBAtt  hflb,  Mit  nbii^  diS 
not  bum  the  kill  fl^KK^  (Ehi  th^  e^sWWrjr,  ^ 
wttift  #kltdk«i0^  itt  ^^  tfio^ 
ftB(0«r^  td  mM  in  i«9«d^£^  1^^ 
had  himself  provoked* 


Sk  CHABTEB  r. 


CHAimBE  V. 


'   COMMON  SENSE. 


Wfi¥N  the  t«o  b(^8  hftd  waUied  up  Ae  street) 
and  passed  through  die  gate  of  the  soaiioii^i  lodge 
into  the  diurdiyard)  without  meetiiig  with  itay 
of  their  cOmpaaamis,  Andrew  hailed  mA  said, 
*>'  Pi;  Charlie  rm  tUbUng  we  had  aa  wed;  bidb 
as  we '  ave— ^Yon^ii  a^  honied  staii  isk  compamottr 
to  us,  wha  hae  bui'baaes  o'  grisle^^^uiid  a  h^ 
chip  o*  Us  nme  would  be  a8':dpa^  as  Cooiny. 
the  $wiik^B  fott^Mm^it'-^Odf  Tm^  no  Icnr  med* 
dling  <»y  mair  wi^  Ae  Miekk  tarule.^ 

Pienslon  reprobate  ^  puinbiiyttiitjr  rf  tbit 
prtidetit  fientiment;;  und  heeame  more  and  mate 
resolute  for  revenge. 


;> 


'  **  Vcm  weel^*  aded  WyKc,**  Uk  your  «in 
gait,  and  ^  your  een  -steeldt  and  yonr  noee 
wmmiCd^  and  6ee  what  yell  mak  o^t*-a  pretty 
pidit  yell  be,  me  leading  you  hame>  blind  and 
bleedings  wT  a  niqpkin>  or  an  auld  atoddng  tied 
round  your  head.  Eh !  what  a  skreighing  at  the 
sight  o^  you,  CharUe,  these  will  be ! — your  mother 
running  out  and  in^  dqipiiig  her  hands  for  her 
mnrderH  bauooi*'^ 

**  I  dinna  care  diov^g^^  were  to  kill  me,^  ex- 
claimed Charles ;  ^<  if  I  had  but  my  will  o^  him 
bc^3ve  hand.^  - 

*^  Afif  jIm^'s.  senscbf''  said  Andrew,  ";;|pp  y^ 
could  but  ^  your  will  a'  him  firs^— 9ut  the  feai^r 
is, du^he  mfy jget  tl^  will o' ua-^andwhati's  to 
bedQM4hi;ni^ 

I^ioPStQiV:  M$s  a  litije,  puspled  with  tbis^  and 
lifflj^^figj  iMic^  after  41  looment^s  refleetioiv^ 
*^  We  mig^  watch  for  him,;  ta^ stane.him  £rae 


Jfphfiad -the.  dike^  when  he's.  |^^  h^me  in  the 
idoaminff*^ 

^  l&i.mfQm^fdif  thi|^  tp  w^^j^-Iii^ta  de&nqelese 
.^ign  ■■<>(tj  Chariifi^I  :^I^n:^t  ye^had  mair  spunk>^ 
replied  Andrew^  in  pedEbd  linceiit^^  bu^  still  onlj 
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,  Anxious  to  jmofy  the  refitment  of  Ms  CneiicL 
Touch  my  honoitr  touch  mjr  Kfe,  was  a  veadtaad 
that  Pierston  had  letani  ttnong  the  youtkii  of  Ui 
own  kidney  at  the  graimnar-scliool  of  Glasgow  i 
and  the  impBed  uliwoirthbiseBs  of  takmgfais  enemy 
unjnrepared,  affected  him  in  his  most  vuhimble 
feelings. 

«  What  am  I  to  do,  AxLdfew  ?  It'ft  a  dreadfif 
tiling  to  gie  up  my  satisfSiurtion. — ^Look  at  my  h^ 
whar  the  buite  strack  me— 4t\  VbtiA  Uack 'and 
blufe — deetil^^5  in  Mm,  but  M  gar  him  rue^."     ' 

Andrew  examined  the  wounded  part,  aiid  de^ 
chired  it  was  just  a  flea  bite.  **  It's  a  wfee  red,*** 
said  he,  ^^  and  before  haff  ah  faourll  bye  yel)  ne^^ 
fin^.  Man,  Charliii,  it^s  bAimS^  to  mdse  sic  k 
wark  for  a  bit  t^  on  the  hafiet — a^  ye  gotiAi's  i^ 
the  tae  htif  d"  what  ye  gied — fot  ytfre  a  deerfl  !at  a 
pf^,  when  your  birdes  are  up — I  wouM  na  come 
in  your  reverence  then  for  Something.^ 

Pieirs'ton  was  flaUered  by  the  aDm^Innent  to  td^ 
strength  and  valour ;  Ms  pride  was  also  toudiad  il 
the  idea  of  exaggerating  the  effects  of  ihie  bbw  he 
hSA  received,  wMclk  Andrew,  in  fiict,  a^oi%  tttt^ 
dervaluedy  aiid  he  sai^  ^  As  for  the  thump  oii 
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itut  ride  o'  AeH^  \  HM  'thiA^'fwtsoty  '^es 
Mb'BdbJre  W^^ntid  ^dHfft  IWbtdd  Me  dkteiri 
if  I  was  sure  ht  TxHi  gbtien  M  ibuddcr  IHti 
rte*"  '  .'...'.. 

^  Ye  li^  hm  nSMi  ^^bcAn^tiit;  Cfattiai^,  fbr  be 
1^  twtt  to 'ane^^e  km^  'j^  n^CJVe  tife  first  aggrei^ 
sofr,  ye  Btmdc  him  ftrdt  wf  tbe  slSok,  and  te  gied 
you  Ml  «  j^ll^  dailt  inV'plfiM-X  dlhiift  {bink 
he  wa9  ^reiy  imd^  fyt  V  liiM^^-^iBicI 'AM  y«  hUNi 

flioB,  Cfauiie^-^aira  whe^iA^i  AoiUiich&r^5  I  vnidt 
we  aught  to  be  dnrirfh^  tMtt  ire  cittfi^  dff  tHT  iud» 

-  *«  Sot  thb  mA  ^m  cM]^t^  afad  K*  our  tnrfi 
A$Mbs^  h^sl^Wbeflt  tA  teak  'i^'  AMf^  y^NM 
VtmilUA)  'fiiiny  ftt  li^%m  fbtr  I^U'MItMlii  iWUMk  td 

<>^  1 1^'hid  ky  ^Aidi^M'iy^  ilil^' too^^ 
hero,  <'  and  I  jm^kmse  fhkt  il  ^  tttt^  it  t^ 

tti^jpfti '  7ttMt.    K  ^^  ^  Hiu!i)!tej^ U  'VP*  m6  -MuS 

Aelki  i^Hbif  idi«^  tMtii  ^«iifl^ 'OttM^^A^r^  lli«r^  Hte 
ifher  callaiita  at  the  Fur  keepmg  stands.^ 


^  .  .W4?1WMi;U;( 


^  % 


<<  finr  it  was  i^y^or  omitdoii^^l  did.aa.pMPeij;^ 
biitbt6(Gwdiestaiid^.juidA'tiie'piQfit^      •    I      ! 

**  III  mak  nae  ctenal,^  was  Wylie^s  diacreefim* 
«wer  t  ^^  f<Mr  I  kiiit  nae  beMar  $  bul  t:luio  g^t  in-, 
oglil  hy  the  «|>8hot^  and  I  wisk  ihe  iivMe^^kaiy 
frc^  <vr^  Ikiddat;  Ibr  gmitfait  ]aiB6i#M«ry  Cwb. 
nteghant  lieitfi-liuit  «e  iffeie  keepii)g«  ^wd»  Uke 
fwa^wfede  WTM  at^  Faur,  abe^fiiiany  my  fl^mf 
taised  irl^  her  JMiruig-^-a^ye  hae  g^ttai.  ir^U  Imi 
lialidhiQg  V^  irhat  I  maoa  thde,  ao  let^a  fceep  « 
aldib  S9U|^  and  dose  ^ngoea.'' 

ClMarles  was  now  ficdfy  pdiaua^ed)  ncifto>d;'iQC 
Ae  propria  of  iBtafliag  ImteveiDge,  but  alio  oaa- 
%iiK^  thitt  they  JiadoiA  been  etigagedia  aiTf^ 
hroaasaU^«diMaitiU9e;  and  aaid^^^Hudi  smne  dagnsf 
of  mortificatioa  aid  chi^prin,  ^^  X  hope  Jaaet  haa 
laVii  Care  o^  the  l$aUe  okxth,,  &r  »c  a  ri{^  .theie 
Tvfll:  be^^  about  it  if  ijt'a  ioat."* 
^,  Attdiiew  {lereaivii^  tfau  he  had  gained  a 'eoAft* 
])lete  ykMy,  ^pt^foBed  diat  th^ j  st^dbc^  Tetvm  t^ 
erip^  Jiinet;  and  they  Ibynd  har^mpMqs ■  tW 
ftind  vidi  foekcf  the.asrtidea.aa  she  hpMlheeyi 


•kfe  to  {a<^  up,  adHag  ^Hm  A$mg^  jgrni  bo* 
giins  to-die  cUldnai»  irhi^'lioviriiig  mami  kn^ 

deplored  the  imck  effitfhdrficbys.cwiifcojHie^ 
The  9>omeBt^  howeTcr^thati^^poink  and  th^  ti^ 
^ogYei»  again  «een<iaiheqpoly. the  auU  wuret 
arottBd  iiwifidiirtdy  hrekft^wjbaa  jduan  ra  aeco^d 
time;  aasidsiu^had  been, die  effiddt.jef  Aiidii^W^i 
i«]^!«eMiitaftba  4)f  the  uiPKxiAy  1^^ 
partae^y)  *  that  Charlea  vas  qotta  danntedi  bgr  their 
4ipmte]%  aiiddiiidi«w^r«r(>ijDrha(o^h<>w/B!rer,.ii(IP 
ttCH^  dinaayed ;  but  vMi  gceat.addcfsf  tfJfmA 
the  scale  iu  their  &inu3^ , by  teUing  Ji^ 
aad  ChadiQi.gaveufi^o  hstaB  ih^giwfcit^we 
«ad  pprofit,  ou  qondifeipn  Aat  she  to^^p^  eaiif 
jf  the.taUefclQt^    Nfrer  vaa  geaacooty  heMar 
lai^ed<**-4he  gift;waa  a  Ikde  fbrtuite  to  old  Jaiiet» 
.and  ^he  89  loudly  emre^aed  hcv  thanks'  iuktgfi^ 
tiftude^  that  die  oilier  wcmien^  to  Yhom  the  bojf 
ha4  been  good  cuatomera  on  other  occaatoi&af  jcSfk' 
ed  instantly^in  ptaiaag  thein  to  the  ddea,  andipng 
lie(bte;dieevtwng^iho  gowkioi^  ^  tHding  weiep 
io;  a%  ^igli^&rosr  aa  0ver»     1         ^  * ,  ..     ^ 

But4hecon8eqiienGer  of .thi^  Adrentui^ 
slop  bcxe.    It  seached  the  ears  of  Mrs  PierstK^^ 
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j  A^  t]bie  pmod  of  which  we  are  now  trei^uig, 
iidther  die  conuBerce  nor  mami&fltoes  *of  Sopt- 
l«nd  Imd  riseii  to.  thai  l^^i^t^  whk)i  has  8)Bee 
wrought  mich  changes^  not  only  in  the  appearance 
of  the  country,  bat  affi^Tthig  the  very  dq^ths  and 
principles  of  the  national  character. 

The  youth  having  few  means  of  advanoement, 
and  but  a  narrow  field  of  enteqprise  at  home, 
sought  their  fortunes  abroad;  and  good  school* 
ing,  as  it  was  called,  instituted  the  common  p»* 
trimony  of  the  Scottish  adventurer.  As  Andrew 
was  rendered  unfit  l^  his  feeble  frame  fer  the 
drudgery  of  a  farmer,  his  grandmother,  actuated 
in  her  humble  sphere  by  the  national  spirit,  re- 
solved to  qmre  no  cost  on  his  education.  But 
whether  to  breed  him  for  a  divine,  a  doctor,  #r  a 
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lawyer,  was  a  point  not  easity  determiaecL  It 
presented  even  more  difficnltiea  to  Imt  imapnv. 
tion,  than  any  ^^rdienaon  wlii^  she  entertained- 
of  pcoeuiing  the  means.  F<»  with  respect  to  &r 
latter,  hex  trust  i|i  the  care  of  AEwridence  was 
unbounded ;  and  she  had  heard  of  many  goapd* 
ministers,  come  of  no.bettev  atod^.who  hcaTelf 
upheld  the  baniier  of  the  te8timoiiy»  e^nea  unto  th» 
de«du  Edhe  had  alim  heaid  of  doctora  i[ho  hft 
iretwnaiediPribibBjftiwJna^  that  began  as  afaapi^ 
boys  to^niggMts;  andofihiwyara.on.ihf^  frf^ 

career^  Mnniiq;  ei!tHmda fi^  t^voa-officca^  ^.^-^ 
But  as  she  coNtd/nofc  detefhaflie  for  faeoid^  sha 
lEcasinDcd  ia  eoiisidt  themasCer^ .  AwKsdii^^ 
aftenoikMa,  idwn-.th^  s^oel  had  he^  dimniitiaili 
Gbe,:went  to  hia  Jtous^  and  ftwd  faim^hia  tea^ 
BsteiOBg^rwithita  fionl  sm^.  iiial  p]igirad -4«ioag 
haawsaUuat^  ujmiatoMSQiQ  llwavflk'Hie  heuueruau 
tatsoiaiB  rliMte  0090  sbcqi^^enoa  in^^bf.^faD^gt 
lAidtiAndcetr^^waa  d^8ci39ing>.i4|^ 


* 

in.  thd  liack  pttt  of  ^0  icIitooUioiise.  Bdnnd^ 
the  dooT)  in  a  Msgbs,  stood  a  fanmUe  bed,  wvereA 
ikithapatdied  ftnd  qailted  oovedat,  which  at  nigte 
wm  etrtkHy  renioYed,  being  onl j  used  fbt  Aow 
fagr  day*  Fsonting  the  «nt»mce,  amahogany  acni- 
two  was  j^bced,  mnewhat  of  im  incongnioiis  de« 
gDtd  of  spleadonx^  tompaittd  wifli  Ae  general  style 
ef  the  apartment,  and  over  it  bm^  a  Dutch  look* 
ai9<ghisB,  m  a  gaudy  ficame  of  ^wers  and  gilding,^ 
a  consideraUe  margin  of  the  phte  being  adomed 
with  biids  and  feliage  painted  on  the  suij&ee.  The 
tap  of  the  scRittaire,  iilider  die  gfauM,  was  covered 
with  adttmask^owtel^and  occc^ped  fay  several  tjo^ 
bunes  neaily  bond,  a  tall  wine  goUet,  with  a 
white  spiral  hne  upthe  stdc,  ffled  with  flowen^ 
aid  a  mahogany  tea*chest,  with  an  inlaid  likenm 
o£m  clawMihell  in  front  The  wiwbw  was  betweeoa 
the  sGrotoire^  and  the  waE  fitting  the  hei.  It 
oonnsted  of  fbur  panes,  and  looked  into  a  snnfl 
gvden,  tank  with  a^skringy  ^  and  other  fragraoct 
herbs  and  stately  floweis.  The  sole  of  the  whii. 
dow  was  odeiqpied  with  a  flow«»^^ot  contanui^  a 
geranium,  round  which  several  bodka  lay  scatter* 
ad^  4-di«ving4wz^  a  laaoiM^Ew^  and  II  h^    Op* 
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poot^tp  the  wmdotr,  «kI  ae«r  the  dooar,  stood  ail 
cight-day  dodc,  with  n  Uidc  host  betweoi  tho 
^utes  on  the  top,  beanig  the  wtU-kiiovm  io- 
acriptiott  of  the  doud-oapt  toweni>  indicating  that 
the  image  was  moant  for  Shafcespeaio.  Betwecai 
ihe  dock  and  the  eohier,  Andnw  mad  the  maatar 
veiro  iaitting  wh»i  Ua  grandmother  ODtaaad,  and 
ahe  was  in  conseyimce  requeated  to  take  a  aeat 
in  an  angular  dfabw^dbair,  wUdt  occupied  the 
eoBn«r  opponte  to  them. 

^^  Fm  conS^,''  BAidJS&asrthay  ^  to  ime  a  eraei: 
wT  you  about  this  get.  Kb  time  noo  Ihat  he  ineie 
tbbldng  o' doiiig  so^QfitiiAg  fin*  UmseL  IMa-'^fftd 
thxou|^  his  fifteen^  and  I  wnuld&sn  hae  an  ink- 
ling gin  he  be  o*  ony  dEqpaeity*^ 

Mr  TannyfaiU)  foraieeing  that  theconvtfsatien 
would  turn  on  particulars,  whidii  might  he  as  well 
discussed  in  Andrew^s  absence,  suggested  that  it 
wcBold  be  propel  lor  bin  to  retne. 

<^  Ay,"  said  his  grandmdihar,  ^  tak  the  door 
on  your  back,  and  play  yoviael  till  me  and  die 
maister  hae  come  to  an  nnderatani&V.^ 

Omr  beiD  on  this  hint  immediate^  widMkcfw ; 
but  althongb  he  took  tbe  d6»  on  his  back  hy  sfant- 
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ibtg  it  iiftet  lum,  Iw  placed  liiniielf  d^M  to  it  in 
cthe  MlMieii,  ftom-ivUch  the  toem  ^tered^  and 
-oveilieaBd  all  di«t  pftMCd  irithm. 

^^  Polff  ladJKe^^  feMmed  Mtith^ 

mtived^  ^^he^noftnmgf  ii»dirftik^]ia£»r}iiBci, 

^$»AmB^tTSkW'gtiL    Noo,  Mr  Tamiyliill,  wli«t%3 

your  conceit?—*-!  doubt  he  has  nae  got  die  cast  o^ 

grace  needlbl  to  a  goapd-ttdiiitter.    James  Sin^ 

my,  the  drufj^est  in  Kihrimdag,  iroutd  tak  him 

ftr  a  votd  o^  my  mottdi,  if  ye  ifaoiight  hc^  o^  jt 

jphyncat'toni  $  a&d  Joim  Gledd,  the  Bwssenger, 

<»ha  mM  1^  to  Us  nothtr,  ance  promhad  as  mue* 

iUe ;  bht  I  caana  mfl  haewf  broe  o'  the  law, 

•ftrr  k^  a  deadty  dmuitxsfet  ammg  frienBraad 

And)^  tkmgh  baaiii  jawrkie  and-'dae,  is  «  varm^ 

(btarted  cmaturey  and inmU  be  o^er  sevimpin  the 

severities  of  justice,  especially  hr  pleas  amang  kith 

"aaid  kin.'' 

The  master  rejdAed,  tiiat,  <^  all  ihe  learned 

•frbfyeAbmy  he  reaBy^MNight  Wheelie  nw  best 

dbposed  by  nature  for  ^  bir ;  <<  for  aldfaumgh,**^ 

sMd  be,  ^^  ^  crar  tiinks  ks  ahibbd  the  whitest, 

yete  no,'Mnrtfaa,  saemfaded  by  your  a£fectien,  as 

-to*'imd|gine.  that  Aiiteir'b  quiAified  to  mdce  a 
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mmm  ^Gne  tl»  pulpil;  taoA  soo-aNAqm,  ztm  if 
he  were,  a*  things  o^  rd%um  hae  sHdad  into  a 
method,  that  giet  the  paHronileM  preachdr  but  lit* 
tledMiice  o^ja  Idrie.  Wfyonr^jre^s  ovdinar  looks, 
I  fear  though  he  irere  to^grow  is  lesriied  as  Ma« 
thew*  Henzy  hiaisel,  he^otdd  hae  but  a  eaiild  coal 
tdl^wat'' 

'*  Frar  the  bsmi's  fedts,  Mr  TaanyhiH,  I  thmk 
theyVe.weel  eneugfa.  There  may  be  brawer,  bat 
a  hantle  aie  fiur  waiir,^  sind  Mi^tha^  a.iittle  Mrdy ; 
^  kowBomever,  if  it^8  yonr  notion  that  hevouUna 
xnak  asdncere  dirine,  I  wotdd  rather  seehiiligaim 
about  thefiumsifi^Thbmas  Stedc,  iheiitilor,  dout* 
ing  at  saxpence  a-day,  than  walking  the  ^e-sides 
between  }K>pe  andi^tarration,  wt^  a  tUn  wbke  face, 
and  his  fcHrefiager  atw^en  the  I^ves  o^  some  aold 
kittle  La^  buke."" 

^  Your  description  V  a  hiddess  probltioiier,^ 
Bttd  the  master  wi&  a  s%h,  ^^  is  ower  tlHe.  I^ 
a  state  widiout  pleasure  to  die  ttian  hims<d,  and  a 
sorrow  to  a**  that  see  him.  I  wouM  be  wae  to 
think  that  Andrew^s  blithe  «psh  wat  ^picndhed 
wi""  the  tear  of  mortification ;  and  tibioefore^  Mar 
tba,  tf  ye  would  fidfow  my  advice,  a^  I  Min  say  is, 
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Jj|lftj^,^tflB»*\«tei»iictf«ffrt^  and  I 

i,^  ,/'f  ,il»,  %|,^  Sfid  M«  Tormyhm,  ^  I  d<nAl^  iiot, 
vr¥  a  portion  of  perseTenmoe,  he  may  gpp^  a  top- 

jjosg  efa^f^^t^.    I  hae  96^  at  Edmbaigbi  when 
I  -w^  at  the  College,  advoc^t^  jproudly  before 

.the  P<Hprt%  that  could  redcon jh>  Jiigber  pareni;-. 
9ff,  jEIe  has  only  to  join  care  to  inducitiy,  md^ 
by  a  decent  use  o^  the  means  that  Providence  may 
place  in  his  power,  I  have  ^p  do^bt  hell  reap  botKi 
i^cl^es  ai^d  honour.'" 
.  While  Martha  was  tl^  drawii^  cmt,  ia  the 

jporsuit  of  her  objecl^  the  Jiatei^t  aa4  diimbering^ 
mind  of  the  master,  our  hero  was  listening  with  a 

'throU)iif;  heart.  At  the  piention  of  the  xpdnistryy 
a  dim  vi^on  flpa^  befpre  him,  in  wl;uUfh  the  fiir 

,f!pfm  of  Mary  Cunninghapi  was  bleni^.wilh  the 
ifiterior  of  a  qhurdi,  and  the  i^ememb^ance  of  G&y 
psalms.  It  Fa^  however,  but  the  paadonless  aa- 
so^tipn  of  fcjelii^  and  reooUed^ons  that  d}ss<4- 
yed  away,  and  wa?  lost  ^  j^p^gr^ef^e  images*  of 
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the  green  and  yellow  gallqpots,  sores  and  sslres, 
odious  stufi  and  bottled  Teptiles,  with  which  the 
Bame  of  James  Sinney,thedn]g(^  was  associated. 
^Ebe  chances,  by  prudence  and  industry,  of  attauu 
ing  riches  and  honours  dixoo|^  the  lq;al  profes- 
sion, determined  his  choice ;  and  he  put  an  end  to 
the  omsultation  by  openii^the  door,  and  looking 
iiij  at  the  same  time  saying,  ^^  Fm  for  John 
GkddX  grannie.^ 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


THB  orrpit. 


Thsee  are  few  things  in  the  wodd  mere  voh* 
cki&l  tp  philosophy  thim  the  means  by  which  the 
honest  poor  of  Scotland  are  enabled,  from  day  to 
day,  wilh  light  hearts,  strong  arms,  and  brave  spU 
iit%  to  laoe  the  ills  of  life,  with  whi^  they  call 
^^  sma^  families^ — that  is,  at  least  half  a  dooen 
children.  But  their  general  condition  is  compara- 
tire  <^ulence  to  what  was  the  lot  of  old  Martha 
J)odc6n,  and  yet  she  was  (me  of  a  class  that  woiild 
have  spumed  the  gifts  of  charity— of  that  class  to 
whom  the  country  still  points  with  pride,  and  we 
hppe  long  will,  in  spite  of  all  theimproven^iputsm 
agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce. 

As  soon  as  it  was  determined  that  Andrew 
should  be  sent  to  John  Gledd'^s,  the  writer^  to 
lewi  ibe  law»  various  importuit  consideiBtions  re* 
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qu&ed  to  be  vdl  vugbed  bjr  hit  grandmother.  In 
the  first  pbce,  Jobn  fi^ed  ia  BihHmiillg,  a  towrf 
t]iree  nnTes  at  least  ftom  Stoneybobn ;  and  in  die 
aeoond,  accbxding  to  cuaiDtt,  it  was  requisite  that 
Andrew,  as  a  lawyer's  derk,  should  be  a  little  bet^ 
ter  dressed  than  fioniajy ;  although  Martha  as^ 
sured  him  that  die  ragged  eoat  o^  the  caHant  was 
ne'er  a  mot  in  the  man^s  inamage^ 

In  a  lotig  (irospective  eontettipla^n  of  the  era 
whiek  had  now  arrived,  Martha  had  carefully  pre* 
served  the  Sunday  elothes  of  his  father ;  but  in 
Ofder  to  fit  faiin,  diey  reqmred  considerable  riter- 
tfdons ;  md  a  C(msultaii(m  was  held  with  ^Thomas 
Stedc,  the  taSor,  on  the  subject ;  the  reMdt  of 
whk^  wai^  Aat  on  a  day  set  for  the  purpose,  Tho- 
mas, with  his  laddie,  clifi^g  Jock,  arrived  be- 
times «t  Mattha^s  cottage  door,  with  all  the  reqm- 
iite  impiements  of  their  profefiinon.  The  tailor 
hiauelf^  bd^  a  Immter,  widi  a  drawn  up  leg,  and 
xamg  a  sdlt,  ctt^ried  the  shears  m  his  left  hand ;' 
and  Jodc,  a  ]^e  hnmp-lMbdked  creature,  brought 
the  goo«e  behind  him,  beaTmg  the  law-boatd  over 
U»  shonldear.  By  theh*  art  aiid  contrivance,  AiiJ 
diew  wae  property  eqidpped  to  take  his  pliM^  at 
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John  GlecUTs  desk-— John  having,  on  the  first 
«p^licatkin;  unmeicBately  agreed  to  lighten  Msr^ 
tfaaV  hand  of  the  boy ;  for  howeyer  strict  in  the 
harsh  offiices  of  caption  and  homing,  he  had  the 
friendly  spirit  of  the  poor  man  among  the  p6<Nr ;. 
and  was  ever  ready,  to  the  utmost  stretch  of  his 
narrow  means,  to  help  a  neighlxmr  in  need. 

The  day  fixed  fi>r  our  hero  to  enter  the  woild 
by  the  Clachan  of  Sjlwinning,  was  the  first  Mon* 
day  of  May.  On  the  Sunday  before,  he  made  liia 
appearance  at  church  in  his  new  garb. 

As  the  young  bird  lingers  about  Ae  nest,  aind 
is  tinud  and  reluctant  to  trust  its  untridd  wing^  the 
fancy  of  the  school-boy,  when  he  is  on  the  point 
of  *first  leaving  home,  hovers  amidst  the  sce^ies 
of  his  childhood,  and  wistAilly  looks  back  on  a 
thousand  little  objects,  which,  till  then,  he  had 
never  thotight  were  dear  to  him.  In  the  cahn  still 
evening  of  that  Sabbath,  this  sentiment  pervaded 
lite  bosom  of  our  youthful  adventurer ;  insomuch, 
that  when  the  master  invited  him,  as  a  testmumy 
of  his  r^ard^  to  take  tea  with  him,  he  declined  it, 
sayings  *^  I  am  vera  mickle  obliged,  sir ;  but  Tta 
thinkii^  o^  just  taking  a  dauner  round  the  Craig-? 
Lmdpaxks.^ 
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The  good  and  iimple  Tamqrlull  ▼«  00  daej^ 
nensiUe  (^  die  fteUvg  VUdi  dktMed  tihis  nfiml^ 
that  he  8a^  nothing*  (Ip^  ftUoved  Andieir  with 
Ua  ey^  m  he  saw  him  moTOig  sway  towards  the 
£eUL8.  ^'  That  laddie,"^  said  he,  to  one  of  Ae 
neighbours  who  happened  at  Ap  time  to  oome  up^ 
^  has  mair  in  him  than  we  gie  him  credit  %Wi*-I 
wottldna  be  surpriaed  to  hear  of  him  being  tome* 
•thiigyet'' 

Andrew,  after  parting  fiom  the  master^  strayed 
•into  the  Graigland  plantations,  md  kept  his  coarse 
jdin^  a  path  th^t.ran  beneath  the-sonth  side  of 
the  garden  wall  attached  to  the  mansionp^hpnse^ 
nntil  he  had  entered  the  ancient  policy  of  the  do. 
main.  ,  .     . 

Every  thing  about  the  CraigUnds  betokened  the 
•di^osition  of  Ae  Laird.  The  house  was  lasge, 
^md  built  at  different  timea.  About  ei^ty  yetot 
te&re,  an  addition  had  bem  made,  in  sadi  ft  man- 
iier,^as  to  convert  the  end  of  the  originBl  mmision) 
oc  Ibrtalice,  hito  isbe  pnncipal  ftont,  hf  which  % 
fine  old  avenue  of  planetrees  was  thrown,  as  it 
were,  a8ide,.and  another  approach  waa  formed  to^ 
wards  the  new  front,  which  looked  into  wh^y  in 
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tb^  ^"pr^fYtafs  time,  had  been  iiaiiidaMd|ABrt^Te9. 
pr  flower-'gaiden^-^  low  hewn  itteiie  w^,  wMt 
Aqoare  ec^uimii  III  i]3ttervab,  soK^^ 
in  the  front  of  which,  md  at  each  idde,  was  a  gaeteb. 
way,  fimned  by  stately  square  jpfllafca/a^owned  Willi 
^eulptitred|nne  apices.  Thej^anandaxehheoture^ 
though  in  ii  Ibnnal,  ware  oertaiBfy  hi  aometlim^  6f 
4  grand  styles  itnM  in  a  good  taste;  bntattwaain. 
a  state  (^ruiiMnis  neglect— -the  parterre,  was  oret^ 
grown  irith  weedft^-^raM  btmehes  of  nettks  and 
dod»  fiBed  the  ootnera,  and  rose  abonre  the  ^hn^ 
jdosbig  wall— the  pinB^ple  heads  of  aevend  oT 
the  piUara  lay  among  them  an  they  had  Mkett^^ 
mdA  washing^tubs,  and  coals,  and  peats,  Weif  pOed 
against  the  honse,  under  the  very  windows  of  Ae 
dhiiag^nknn*    But  if  the  mansion  and  grounds 
were  ne^^eoted,  the  ifoodi  soffered  Bttiefrcim  sfai^ 
ling  the  same  carelessnefs.  The  trees,  left  to  theob. 
$dymij  had  grown  into  every  posflhle  shape  of  ]^ 
tnmque  luximanoe ;  and  fertonalady  boA  for  Ae 
jadmiiler  of  the  spot  and  die  heir,  die  Laird  wovdd 
Jiotsuflfer  them  tobe  tonciied,  abd,'inQQQseqoaQice, 
43ie  Cndj^and  groves  were  among  the  EHoal  beau^ 
liful  in  the  w^t  of  Scotland. 
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As  Aadzcv  sauntetcd  alone  into  the  cbacfotend 
^fiom  of  diose  old  avemies,  the  hopes  of  his  young 
hnagination,  in  some  iegteoy  partook  of  the  sober 
cokrarbig:  that  was  settling  on  the  dist^ 
the  landscape  beyond,  as  the  erening  twilight  gra«. 
dnaUy  faded.  He  was  stffl,  it  is  true^  a  mere  boy, 
but  he  was  entering  on  that  epoch  of  life  when  all 
the  aiflkctionate  feedings  of  the  bosom  \mpa  to  coii- 
oentrate  into  passiosi ;  and  fi>r  some,  time,  by  the 
gradual  lemoYal  of  has  schooI-fi^Uows,  he  had  been, 
in  a  manner,  left  alone.in  the  village— «  situation 
eftbaulated  to  nonziA  Jiis  sensibili^  for  the  beauties 
of  nature. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  aremie  ran  a  ffioall  «tream> 
over  which^  in  the  gayer  di^s  of  the  Craiglands, 
a  wooden4»ri%e  had  be^i  thi^wn,  but  it  was 
long  destroyed,  and  a  plank  supplied  its  place/ 
On  this  plai4^  Andrew  seated  himself,  and  fyc 
some  time,  in  idleness,  oonthiqed  turning  die  peb* 
tabs  with  his- toe  in  the  ehannd.  Mary  Cunning- 
ham, w^  was  out  wi^Lhig  with  one  c^  the  maids, 
hiqppened,  hi  returning  luHne,'to  seehhn;  and 
atspphig  soKtf  up  bdiind  lum,  covered  his  eyes 
suddenly  with  her  hands-^^^  It^  you,  Mary,''  cried- 
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he  ^natmcdvely ;  and  thelivdy  girl,  undonng  his 
^68,  hegBXk  to  laugh  and  je^  at  his  new  appear- 
Mice.  /^  You  may  tak  your  fin  o^t  the  night,  Maiy^'" 
8|dd.he,  ^^  but  it  winna  be  hn^  ye^U  hae'^t  in  your 
power.^ 

"  Eh  r  cried  Mary  emoosly,  "  whar  are  ye 
gaun?'' 

.  *'  Fm  boun^ the  morn^s  ttionmig  to  John  Gledd^s, 
in  Kilwinning.'" 

.  ^<  And  what  are  jeliafio  thtte^  Wlie^e  F^ 
:  ^<  l?mijrhMi]ritig  o-  naldng  a  fertcot.'' 
;  By  iliita^ame  the  niaid  had  joined  than,  and  8&e 
inteqpoflid  lan^jhuiBily,  MBymg,  <<  And  whai  he^s  a 
gtmA  BMiuhell  ^maeaoijMEry  you,  MisaMary  .^ 

<'  0»  th(it  iriU  bt  flic  a  whO^''  aaid  Mary. 
,  Wblit  more  wgjbt  have  enaued,  we  cannot  pf6>*> 
flE^]|ietO:adn|eetwre;  but  the  conversation  was  uiteiv 
Bipted  by  the  shaiU  rdm  of  Miss  Mi:qr>  heard  echo- 
ing  from  wkinn  the  garden^  ^^  Mary  Cunningham, 
whar  are  ye?  Come  into  the  house,  and  tak  yoiit 
l)oofc  igiii»<ytieatly  C*  ^  the  aonnd  of  which,  Mary 
4ii!gf^4kyf0^^{(3thy^hy  ib^  and  Andrew, 

raffing  fii^m  the  biidge,  retnnled  home  to  his  grands 
motl^'«  tcotftage.  . 
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GraiglandfimiitftUiii  j  jaadAemugmwKirionirhi^ 
tbe  L«rd  leceiFed  in  dia  rent  At  die  jrmiirfl^ 

Mtarfftmim  hftdrongmaKf  ctwi'ga€d>  to  IwEdilfri 
brai^  botbding-jrih^d;  to  lewai  goitaid'  mamiers^ 
wd  hnyv'te  mm  Birtiii^|^eet%  Mdpbqr^mi  the  i^n* 
neft^  tfa»  iiiffiqy«Msalfe.aeeeinplifihnwii*i  at  thM'pe^ 
ViAisi\^mAfttkbmhisdli»Jimi^^ ^  iad ire  da 
iM.]iHiMWi  lluli  aii]ijei8nitial']si|HrQt)ciiieiit*bAe  Imk 
imde  mtkBtfnQdw^af  ibdiriCdttOKIi^ 
Bf  tim  menBgemmA,  Andrew,  diirisi^  km  ^ 

MmomhSh^  fakf asaibi^.  at  tb€  diA  iras  quitii 
esMiiplff7>  «•  weU  M  tlie  detaat^^ 

c  2 
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he  was  actcuited  to  aocpiire  a  knowledge  of  his  pro* 
fesdon — ^if  knowledge  it  might  be  called  of  iher 
law,  which  consisted  merely  in  bring  aUe  to  copy 
with  fiddity  that  ciicuitous  and  perplexing  ver- 
bosity,  which  is  professedly  intended  to  be  dearer 
and  plainer  than  the  language  ofcommon  ^ense. 
He  was  also  distinguished  from  aU  the  lads  of  his 
own  age,  for  the  prcftitnce  which  he  gave  to  the 
knacky  conversation  of  old  and  original  characters. 
It  agHMed  ik)t  U  Uuk,  iriiedM  the  fmtiM,  with 
ikh6m  he  d^$oyt4hk leitiire,  were  deemed  domce 
«rdaft;  it  was  enough  duit  Aeir  talk  was  cast  in 
^pMr  ^pfaMises^  and  theiir  uiiids  lan  among  Ae. 
adds  and  ends  of  dik^  By  this  peculiar  ho. 
mmttj  he  Iras  prascrved  ib  hit  chAaB  sinpUcitgp  9 
whfle  henade^  at  h^cAin  aAorwaids  said  hiaiu 
self,  ^  his  wtmaary^  like  a  wisdmwpoek^  a  fiwih 
ef  aidd  knidkJE3MMdcetM8-*chus  of  ^jperiasccf^ 
and shapiiigs of maitter>  that M^^t senfeta  oLtm 
the  rents  in  the  knees  and  aNbavs  o^  straita  aad 
a^neiMKies* 

Aa  evenly  howwerv  hiq^pen^d)  whidi  changed 
Ae  pfOBpeels  of  Ins  pfoAssional  career.  Mtuk 
Gledd  ktod  a  shodc  of  ^paky^  and^was  o1 


flMmm  OK  l)ie  w^idd^  Qe  liiid>  howcnrer^  bigip 
toAcwne  smne  eonficlaiQe  in  Uim^;  md  tUt 

MttNuita  M  on  tbit  of  luft  TniitfT  "-  Hct  Jiftd  aIio 
fasf  thii  tuM  •QBie  ^nifDicuNi  tiiil  EabiiiiiiiiuB  "vm 
lioi  exactly  tiici  beet  pi«09  te  becoQ^ 
fMn  h»  Witt  4elenniiiod  to  he*  .    . 

The  illiwfff  of  Johix  Gledd*  thenfiire.  lifffiiiM 

kk  &I0  Old  lartune^  At  fic«^U  wis  propoetd^  m 
ht  bid  ggfe  die  pea  <^  a  xvady  writer,  that-be 
duAild  tey  ta  obttti  a  |)laee  ia  the  CScrkV  Cl|ai»* 
bar  of  Iiviiie  or  Ayr,  firwoi  wbicb,  like  otben  4^ 
the  legal  fiy>  be  might  Bi  time  n^prmte  ta  BcHn- 
faoi^  ^  a.  aeaaoB,  aad  them  oome  back  to  Kit- 
wmnmgf  $md  cndeawaiv  to  gaAer  oustoa  among 
the  dienta  of  bia  old  marten  Bat,  dker  midi 
ddKhesatioii,  it  wae  agreed,  betweea  him  and  his 
gnndmolher,  that  he  shedd  ^  try  bia  luok  in 
Xo«A»^  that  gieat  d^.""  ^ 

This  appai^lly  singular  and  bold  resohiti<Ai  <yo- 
eined  to  Kartka,  from  ihegtei^good  finrtune  that 
hadattiMMkdanieeeofh^ownwhowaaaetdedtherei 
The  yoqng  woman  had  gmie  to  dbe  met»ppoIilEi  a» 
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good  ^idt^to  iHtfMiitlMi  wStdmns  of  MrTfrnyp 
nxi4ilAma3idtmy  iof  Ingfei  napittarioft  and  geeM^ettu 
lurxioQs;  imdirlio,  finding  he  Cdi]ldiiol<)blidli  tof. 
lott ^B^ettaSer  lecnw,  h«d'tlie:g»od«eMie  to  mdcd 
har^  wilbi  BMnreen  MartlMt  and  her  kuanro^ 
inan  mi^Utettarf  earicspondRte  sdbttsled;  hiir 
from  time,  to  time  theyehe»dofmdiedierv  ^hkI 
flie-oid  woman  tgoked-at  the  proi^erity^  heat: 
mt^9  ho!^  widbmi  tibhik^,  toll'  JkAu)  fifaUTs 
misfbrtttne,  that  it  would  ever  he  of  ataiy  ffvaA  te 
her  gntadscNti.  That  event,  howeirier/^tiseeted  her 
ey^  townMbi  M]^  Ipsey ;  and  it  wm  detenadsod 
to'soHdt  her  iidboMe  widi  h^  husbaond  on.ovr 
heJoV  bc^iilf.  A  hw»  was  acoeidki^  wxittett 
by  Andrew  to  thai  difect;  «»d^  by  tetvm  oi  tke 
po8t^  a  kind  wd  confikterate  reply  was  teceivedy 
h(Ai0UiaUe  alihe  to^Mr«  Ipsey'sspixit  as  a  So&tck^ 
wimian,  atid  to  bc^htisfaaad^a  g^msimay  as^«n  Bng-» 
lisfaman.  She  infbnned  Mluliiea»  that  Mr  Zpsey 
bad  retired  from  busmess  several  years ;  butthat 
JufiT  sttcee^r^  Mr  VeHnm,  w<ndd  Teeette  AnAww^ 
irhettever  it  was  eonvanent- finr  Mm  to  oqme  to 
Jjmim,;  $tad  that  as  his'  oitlfitwpMld  probiAdgr 


cdsl^  joore  lltta  her^iiiiiiA  eouid^w«H  lAiif  tibm 
inclwri.  a  liiU  fof  twenty  f&BooABi  not  lu  a  gift| 
fcirtj»aJMi&,  to  W JBep«d /by •  Anditfir  wbeaevcr 
be«0iiU4»ao« 

The  leceqpt  of  tiiig  ftknjtty  anA  ociiMdeiwilii  Ib^ 
ier  n^is  aaH'Muq^cicHid  edien^  UMit  every  ene  itt 
SMa^ylid^  legiffded  fl8  «  fliire«lo]ieii  ef  eoiftetha^ 
giMd  in  tlie  ^Ature  fontmies  ef  Aadiew ;  Mid  to 
none  did  it  give  bmhw  pleacuse  dum  to  the  te|M» 
ter,  ^#li^  our  Ilero  luntaelf  <wiM  die  fint  t#  ttfem 
of  fab  gieai  good  kiek.  ^ 

''  I'm  ^ad  to  hew  it,  Whedie,''  Mid  tb^  Idnd 
and  good. Tlnu^hiU  i^  ^^  bat  aether  in  tbie,  oer 
in  any  thing  dbe,  he  f ilher  oredy  lifted  up,  «r 
cast  domu  Take  some  h<mest  imd  hoaouraUe 
poxpose  in  your  mind,  and  make  all  your  e^dea* 
Tours  bend  to  the  attainment  thereof;  by  that 
ye*"!!  not  only  get  forward  m  life,  but  your  stqpt 
will  be  steady  and  respected,  though  your  passa* 
ff3igh6  aUm.  But,  my  baim,  set  not  your  thought 
on  riches  as  an  end^  but  only  as  a  means,  for 
soiaeihing  BMre  solid  to  yoiirsd,  and  pleasing  in 
the  si^t  of  Him,  wboy  in  this  favour,  has  given 
yoa  eA-  of  the  saFi>^teude  he  claims  fiom  yoijH^ 


•I 
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I^Vbieh  is  to  be  kmdlj  and  generous,  bu^ 
fber  to  b?  inoopgidaniie  nor  Itvi^h."* 

ABdr«fw.  w«8  fully  sennU^  ^t  the  force  of  thur 
advice ;  and  perhaps  he  was  the  vooate  impBeflse^ 
ifidi  ila  practkahte  w|ado«ii  iiiasmi4cb»  as  it  was 
in  wmoa  irith  the  niufcurai  and  habitual  covatmoi 
his  o?rn  r^Aectioiif.  ,  .£<^  althoiigb  he  was  not  a 
Sir  Isaac  Newton,  to  reason  in  his  boyhood  about 

aiqNiiwg  flo  wtB>  fw^t  {dnloaopber's  «editatitnA 

W&e  fiause  which  ^ceaainnid  the  &U  of  an  ws^ 
pie,  he  was,  nevertheless^  in.  Jtia  way,  widowed 
nidi  a  peeidiat*  genius^  andhad fimned,  even- at 
thia  CMcfy  pfeiod,  ia  sdwcie  of  fife,  and  condhict,^  in^ 
wfaiidt  hie  lias  resoked  ti^r  peasevere* 


L. 


^' 
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CHAMEil  IX; 


TitkrAMAtiQvn,' 


Ik  some  xmgp^itBy  tbf  pimb.  of  Sf^mmfkcim 

ibrtiMtiile  iiiitip»fit<nrt(»a^»rfgMKitttDiilitfri1ii^ 
•^^p4iich  the mmt^Mrndfum  Mx  BubrUddtr  wm 
ikm  Ito  ittelnriMKy  a«»«aiaU  ii«VM.b«  aomf 
xed  wiA  the  wdlhiriMed  vtnqm^A  iif  GcflMcir, 
whece  ibe  nmoh  cdebr^tod  Doptor  Zacbmah 
Pringle  had,  fome  y«iis  be&ve^  been  iqp|«uted 
helper  md  tKy^omeox*  For  the  Reyer^  Docter 
Desfldetl  was  » lewii^bvedelergjfvfteiiy  tmd  be^^ng 
heen  « tuim  in^  the  feM%  ef  m  £4ittbiurgh  advi^ 
.««le^  lMd»  ef  eomiti^  Aore  g««teel  l9euH)tieoi>  m^ 
less  warmth  of  he^)  than  is  usually  found  amoilg 
ihe  gmmoe  fat^AffUn  ef  Ae  S^ttidb  cl^reh- 

la  hit  addreas  he  wi^  di^f  mi  grave,  and  m^^ 
4M»edeytlwietttw>frii#ayatheg»aQfw 


wisdom.    He  prefecrad  tke  fonnal  dinners  of  the 
heritors,  to  tb^  siek-beds  of  the  lowlier  membera  of 
his  flock.   This  was  natural ;  but  he  also  studied, 
it  was  alleged,  a  UtUe  too  earnestly,  the  advanoe- 
ment  of  his  intetiestd  in  this  world ;  and  it  was  un- 
derstood that  he  had  only  accepted  the  cure^of 
the  parish,  in  the  hope,  and  under  the  pronuse^  of 
one  more  suited  to  his  habits.    He  took  no  pains 
to  ingratiate  himself  with  his  parisfaioneriB'^be 
knew  few  of  them  by  name,  and  they  seldom  turn- 
.  bled  him  with  their  litcle  cares  and  anxieties,  the 
tempering  of  which,  by  advice  and  consolation,  is 
pf^haps  the  best,  as  it  is  liie  taiost  amii^ble,  of  all 
a  pastor^s  dirties.    His  deportment  '4uid  niaimen 
were,  however,  spodess  and  irreproachable ;  and 
the  habitual  respect  with  which  the  Scottish  pea- 
santry regard  their  inimsters,  secured  him  all  die 
external  deference  that  is  commonly  paid  by  the 
people,  to  a  character  which  religion,  traditiosi, 
and  patriotism,  have  h^owed  to  the  national  aSbo^ 
tions.  ..." 

To  a  being  constituted-  with  the  pecuUar  hi^ 
fnours  of  our  hero,  such  a  ntan  as  Doctor  D^^aa- 
deal  could  not  USi  to^ypeitiiithe  a^at  unlSivouri. 
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'tfbfe  light  The  iv)i6le  of  the  flwied  and  set-up 
ifuomen  ivhidi  the  Dbctorhad  aaMne^  is  ^fuA* 
fcdttiy  figmfied,  wate  iSlBagreeable  ta  Andrew^ 
sod  hxB  shrewdneM  deitebted^  beneAth  the  Boletok 
doak  of  Us  consequentudity,  a  cdkaracter  which, 
on  account  of  its  own  endowments  and  merits,  was 
nally  entititod  to  no  extraordinafy  Mspect.-  !&• 
stead,  therefore,  of  being  impressed  with  those 
sentiments  of  awe  and  admiration,  which  the  Doc- 
tor con8tantIy,'on  aD  ocdasions,  endeavoured  to  in- 
wfire,  and'  which,  j(h)m  a  few  of  the  parishioners, 
he  certainly  sometimes  obtained,  Andrew  was  In 
ihe  pracftice^  eveii  before  he  went  to  John  GldUTs, 
efmoddng  his  pomposity,  and  this  irreverent  iini^ 
positiim  Was  none  weakened  at  the  time  wh6n  dbe 
prepamtidns  were  maiking  for  his  departure  for 
London.  His  grandmdthaf,  however,  deemed  it 
necessary  that  he  shouH  pay  the  Doctor  a  fermal 
visit,  prior  to  his  departure,  hi  order  to  receive 
his  advice,  according  to  a  good  old  custom  that 
had  prevailed  from  time  immemorial,  and  which 
will  ever  be  preserved^  while  the  intercourse  be^ 
tween  the  minister  and  his  parishioners  i^  main)* 
tained  on  true  christian  and  presbyterian  prihcl- 


li^.  Tk^J>Qms  bM«^  ii^9iild,  l^haps^  hire 
Jmxif  aft  ^fillilig  «B  m^  hM,  to  hftt^  duqpeiiMd 
uMi  tte  ftrfiMMMe  o£  itoi  «iu»fiiit  homage^  at 
Jefiot  if  ^w^e.  may  judge  Iq^  tiM  nfl^ 
.  AodieFfixept;  slowly  and  nliiotaiidy  to  tbe 
Maittifit  door^aod  on  ttdoag*  finr  d>e  auaiater,  was 
JiiiewaitttO'the  padbiut,  wiKne  tke  Doctor  waa  sks- 
ing.atatablevdbiin&exiiiginliia^e^^  A 

oewiflaaQk^  wSk  m  few  of  the  eadylearea  cut^  lay 
l^oce  hkn,  and  an  ivory  folder,  which  had  drop* 
ped  fecrik  hb  haxid^  waa  lining  0^  the  floor  at  his 
fi)Ot.  .    •.,  ■        ,  <   . 

'  Hii  age  nu^t  be  near  fifty ;  in  his  peacsoD  he 
was  indined  to  eorpolenqr,  and  there  was  s  eeoc^ 
iaxadegree of  saBow  leduffgy  in  the caat  a&d  coni^ 
plexion  of  his  features,  the  effect  of  habitual,  nt- 
iher  dsii  ofoonfltttutioBal,  indideiiee. 
' .  Mke  laost.  country  deigym^i  in  the  fer^oooii^ 
he  waa  sbno^y  drei^sed^  Hisbieeches  Jcnees  wa^e 
only  halffaittonedy  his.^tockingB  iH  drawn  up,  hia 
lAoea  un&a^ed,  aad  down  in  tl»  heel,  hia  nedc. 
x^loth  fakx  and  dirty,  and  hia  whole  ^peaxanee  be^ 
^teh^ing  s  man  little  fiaUs.  to  be  disturbed  by 
^finiorsw   '    .     .  i 


'  AadaKfWf  on  emtmog  ^  ro0tt»  flMte  a  Mb 
nidi  his  head  for  a  boir,  and  aCoad  fer  dtont  a 
ffwiuM  ffffjgywg  Ua  hal  in  Uahavd^  and  looking 
xound  the  waUa  andtotwvb  tlia^aailiig^  oaatbga 
jRMiciitavy  f^ee  towi^  ^rDactor^  who,  ron* 
aad  by  bis  «»traiicd)  «efimad  to  waift  m  aspeeMion 
<9f  some  eammaBioAmi  aacingy  hanraiw,  dua 
^AadXBW  am  not  xatliMd  to  i^eak,  the  DocMr 
aaid,  "^  Well,  Andranr^  what  n  yanv  harinaaimtii 

^^My  gtanme  ttexit  me  Ui  taUyW)  At^  diat  I\n 
{(aim  IQ  I^i^Q,  to  learn  the  Uw  thefe^^-^-^waa  the 
J^fys  uliteved  at,  but  net  «o»  th^  Dootor ;  for  by 
this  time  Ihs  eyes  had  $etded  on  the  dialflate  of 
the  nmnster^  watch,  nihieh  hnng  over  ike  mantle 
jpieoe. 

*^  And  when  do  you  go  ?^  inqniied  the  Deotoi; 

^Ab  80^  as  my  paan^  can  get  my  kit  yad^  o^ 
duds  ready ,^  said  Andrew,  in  the  simie.  earelesi 
and  awkward  mamier.  The  Doetor  thm  rei^aest- 
«d  him  to  idt  down,  and  Andrew  seated  himadf 
on  the  ebm  iieareat  the  door.        > 

^^Ihope,^  said  the  ministi^,  ^<  you  will  do  year 
jspdeavour  to  ffve  satififac^n  to  your  ^npk^trs.^ 
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*ras  %he  answer- 

*^  You  must  study  to  acqube  leqpeetfid  ^tmx^ 
iierSy  and  U>  liehave  propedy  toiraids  youf  siqpenU 
ors.*"  .Andrew  made  no  rej^  to  tld8,bat Taisuag  lii6 
eyes,,  wl^ch,  on  pajdi^  his  seat,  he  had  castrdowB^ 
wnidy  he  lodged  for  a;im^xi^nt  at  the  Sloctor,  wha 
eptttinued^  *^  For.  you  must  hare  oSten  heard  it  xe- 
marked,  that  a  man^s  manners  commonly'  make  hiM 
fortune.*^  * 

^^  Atweel  I  diDuld  ken  that,^  md  Andrew,  in 
the  most  indifferent  msmnes^ ;  ^^  for  it  was  aye  lii^ 
first  c(4>y-Iine  that  the  maister  set,  whenhepvit 
us  in  sma*  write.*** 

I'he  Doctor's  countenance  was  a  Utile  troubled 
by  this  reply,  not  only  on  accomit  of  the  wordi^ 
but  the  manner  in  whidi  it  was  said ;  and  he're« 
sumed  with  an  acc^t  somewhat  approaching  to 
severity. 

'^  I  have  heard  that  you  have  good  ^nends  t6 
take  you  l^  the  hand  in  London,  and  it  is  we& 
you  are  so  fortunate ;  for  I  doubts  young  mair, 
you  will  need  all  their  assistance.^ 

The  cheeks  of  Andrew  flushed  f<|r  a  moment  at 
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this  obsenratioii,  and  be,  agwii  darted  a  glaaoe 
from  under  his  bro^s^  towaxdi  the  Doctor,  irho 
ooiitmiied  speakuig,  hb  Toice  gtaditaUy  rising  h^ 
to  the  iofle  of  a  leeture. 

^  Hitherto  yon  bare  been  but  on  the  tfarediold 
of  the  world,  aad  you  have  experienced  none  of 
itd  ctifficiikies ;  yon  will  find  now  that  mankind 
sfe^  in  genehd,  an  unfriendly  race,  and  that  in 
Lmdon  they  are  very  cBffer^it  from  your  rustic 
^friends  her^  in  Stoneyhofan*  There  the  success- 
frd  look  poroudly  down  on  the  poor,  bestridiiig'die 
padi,  to  prevent  new  dmdidates  from  diaring  with 
diem  U»  Tantage-ground  of  ftita^."* 

^>  Oin  they'j^no  let  me  bye,  I  diavn  tryio  run 
dunouf^  aneatb  their  1(^^  said  Andrew,  in<er« 
mpting^e  oration  wtth  a  riy  faidUfereney^  wbidi 
effi^taally  disconcerted  the  revered  Doctor,  who,, 
tiddng  up  the  book  hcmiikeiMe^  sud,  m  a  tone* 
efoinl^t  to:  a  diamiasal,  ^^  I  wish  you^  young 
man,  all  manner  of  success,  and  that  tibe  blte&ng^ 
of  Hearen  may  proi^er  your  undertakings.^ 

^  Fm  very  mickfe  oUiged  to  y<ni,*  replied  An- 
diew,  drily^  and  openk^  the  dMr  at  the  same 


time;  bAbtd>liis  liead  m  ctttelesBly  AH  irhem  &e 

!^  WIuU; '£d  die  iiilokter  my  to  you  r  teqi^r^ 
Mairtiia,  when  Andrei  went  hinne  « littie  mffiSly. 

^^  I  fimcyiie  gied  iMhis  bet^teon,''  eftid  An- 
dmm  '^  Bm  rm  iJiinMng^  he^s  no  tbAt  ^i^I 
venefllin  the  fttto**' London^  »air  t^  myfte]^; 
ftr  ll»  wonU  hM  gsrt  me  troiP^  liM  tlt^  fat^ 
<mthei>lieftd  to  dull  tlie  Iftoo^nie,  snd  hooirea 
t0  tveidnpon  U8  wlien'^^on.  For  iiT  that,  Fm  no 

Duriiq;  die  Aort  temanider  of  die  time  he 
spent  at  Stonej^tobn^  lie  seemed,  ab  the  period  of 
hie  deportuie  drew  near^  to  ^ittach  himself  more 
and  meie  to  date  diffisvettt  gnSkrs  and  goodies  oF 
the  viDage,  and  to  enjoy  theiir  pecufiarities  with 
a  keener  rdish  than  ever.  His  litde  attentions,' 
in  this  respect,  gave  a  degree  of  eclat  to  the  event 
of  his  removal,  which  could  hardly  have  heen  ex«' 
PjKted  to  attend  the  transit  of  one  to  young,  and 
so  slenderly  comseeted  in  the  parish.  On  the' 
evming  immediately  before  he  set  out  on  his 
^Kitney,  a  number  of  the  fkrmer  lads,  who  had^ 
been  at  the  master^s  school  with  him,  came  in  to 
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t)ie<dadban  to  bid  him  fiireirtll,  and  a  Utile  dance 
was,  in  consequence,  struck  up  in  Saondezi  Chi^ 
pia*s  public.  With  the  firiendliness  and  the  good- 
InuDour  of  the  party,  he  waa  enieoAy^  mdi  de- 
lighted ;  but  an  old  man,  who  happened  to  look 
in  upon  the  ploy^  Baid»  ^^  t^t  WheeUe  took  k  a* 
as  ane  of  some  degree  T— a  remade  which  was  af- 
terwards remembered;  mudi  to  the  credit  of  the 
sagacious  observer,  and  which,  altlumgh  theie 
aodd  be  as  yet  no  pavtijnito  changa  ill  AMraw's 
demeanour,  would  imply  that  he  frit  himsdf  iia 
kng^  belenj^  to  the  same  dass  as  hia^yimthM 
associates.  It  is  for  phfloscphets^  berwvissr^'  to 
as^^n  the  fnrcper  sooroe  of  d»t  wfasdi  the  TiBagiei 
sage  so  eflriy  discovered  as  an  omen  tif; 
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CHAPTER  X. 


DBFAftTUEE. 


In  the  inoming  on  wliich  our  hero  was  to  bid 
ft  long  adieu  to  his  native  village,  he  was  awske 
and  stirring  with  the  lark.    It  was  the  eye  c^ 
muamer^  and  the  weather  was  clear  and  beautiful^ 
The  smoke  rose  ficom  his  grandmother'^s  chimney 
as  straight  as  a  colunm,  and  stood  over  it  like  a 
high^reading  tree,  long  before  the  symptoms  of 
housewifery  appeared  in  any  other  cottage  in  the 
hamlet ;  for  the  Glasgow  carrier  was  to  pass  at 
sunrise,  and  Andrew  was  requested  to  be  in  rea- 
diness by  that  time  to  go  with  him.    YiThen  the 
carrier  stojqped  to  call  him,  he  came  instantly  out 
alone,  with  his  box  on  his  shoulder,  and  the  door 
was  immediately  closed  behind ;  no  (me  saw  Mar* 

tha  till  long  after  he  was  out  of  sight.    The  mas- 

S 
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ter,  who  was  abroad  to  convoy  him  a  part  on  his 
way,  was  the  first  who  visited  her,  and  he  found 
her  sitting  with  the  Bible  oh  her  knee,  wiping  her 
spedwies :  there'were  drops  on  the  page,  which 
shewed  what  had  ^mmed  the  glasses. 

In  going  along  "the  road^  several  of  the  lads 
with  wh(»n  Andrei  had  spent  the  preceding  even- 
ing were,  standing' at  the  end  of  the  loans  which 
led  to  the  &nns  where  they  were  as  herds  or  as 
ploughmen,  and  they  blithely  shook  hands  with 
him  as  he  passed,  hoping  he  would  return  with 
gold  in  goiipens.  But  the  cart  soon  drove  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  circle  which  contained  all  his 
school-^ellows,  imd  reached  the  head  of  a  rising 
gfound,  where,  the  road  diverging  behind  the» 
hills,  Stoneyholm,  and  the  woods  and  fields  of  the 
Craiglands,  are  hidden  from  the  view.  At  this 
spot  our  young  adventurer  paused,  and  looked 
back  ;r-*no  fxresentim^it  of  evil  overcast  his  hopes 
at  that  moment,  but  a  number  of  gay  and  cheer- 
ful recoUiectioxvs  endeared  the  scene  to  him,  and 
be  said  to  the  darrier,  ^^  It's  a  blithesome  place 
yon,  and  Tm  thinking  it  may  be  a  while  before 

VOL.  I.        *^  n 
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Ill  see  sic  bonny  trees  and  gsem  bnuBB^  a»  the 
mwdft  and  lands  0**  the  CiaiglaQcb.^ 

A&er  tfaig,  becontiimedtaitidk.beM<)^tlie  citu 
ner  fbr  some  time  is  sileme ;  aod^  indfeedy  iM^^ 
is  remembered  of  the  renwuckp  o£  lis Jovumy  to^ 
Glasgow,  nor  did  her  Umseif^rmdlact  $Kf,  tliiig 
he  passed,  tUl  tize  l]%h  CSnirdt  slcMpIetL  wire  ifF 
sight,  Trfaidl  the  oaniea?  peinied'oaty  bjc tooolui^ 
him  oa  the  back  f  ^  he^TvowAent  S8fltedix)n.tbti 
cart,  and  had  been  finr  some  time.  in.  «*  state  oQ 
dtowsy^  Teverie,  that  see^ied:  ab(iiMt^li]|:ecsIe^« . 

At  Glasgow:  he  ivas  coadtMtfed.tO'  faia^idtatiiift;. 
Mr  Treddles  the  manafaBtmrer.^  Jft  wa$x  about} 
du^ee  o'clodc  when- he  anived:  at:  di^ house ;  and, 
t»  the  worthy  fWbnicator  of  misEnsrtdd  oumdxnK 
at  the  last  Circuit,.  ^^  there  inenet  was^suni^  sp  ditiL* 
ter  like  thummert  o'  a^  crctttnsra^sMa  eatsmsmgsLf 
b^git  land>-*He  had  on.  a-pun  o!  dock-Uue  pM^ 
d)^  r^-and^fto*  mnckia*wiMU»i»stQ4  etoekingt^^ 
though  it  was  a^  day  t^baD  dogs  k^  panting  wi'' 
thm  tongues  out,  and  his^^oal^wasc^cut^wi"  an^^y^' 
tb  a  considerate  increase  binlh  in  his  bu&  aiidl 
stature.  We  %ere  just  gaiQi  to^^  mf  kaUy  and/ 
the  gudewife  bade  Andrew  sit  in  imd  partake^  but 
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die'da^ NH' ^(^ JhMMn^.    I  ^ogbt  ye  wodd 

m  piiNib  dStW-ifm  «mf  grSlttie  gied  me,  rm 
MiM^m^f^Pm  «^'irf&li^o  Wr  your  wffl; 
P&«'(^-'^<m£''iBiff  Id6K^'  tli^fSrBes  and  unco"^ 

<^WrH&»t^  qtlo*  MPTraHfesi-  "  he  whisHt 
!»({  JN^Btieflft  ii«f  o*  tK^  dodr;  shd  we  saw  nsi 
flffig*^  BM  m'aim^iMB  tm  hbitn  after,  wh^ 
be  edme^BiMie,  and>jaJ)tcota&tiided  ui^,  fdt^lie  had 
fi8itf>t«<'4(f»^i^^^km,'iiiid'^t»-dp  At' the  Hid 
mtSium^ie^m^-^im^  yrigot,  at  what 

tS^'e^  m-  syWef-^  Ef^!'  ^ilo'  he,  *  but  yotfs  ^ 
a'^^kmSrm^fm^,  l^v^  wtdno^^are  like 
dt^  ^^^  e&^'iSS-^M,  Vtbifi  dP  didd  Phibo^ 

pnfmuu. 

*'-I^«ippMS£b<ihtif  i)I|lit,«'  <^tttraM-  th^  lira- 
iHifBcuirtS^  iir ^  IRff  uiSSfiHuoii^'  ^  Astt  w^  UaS  s6md 
ii8$h»iRi»»'ifi^l£fHffigr'teii^'  ahd-tlieiiiisfre^  had 
pl9W8e!P  s^ftiJ^MHii&dr^tUiff  8ee<f^  w?  s^hne  o* 
her  jeUy  and  H.«noK  abt^ffi^  tCtfe^  «*.  and 
n^  0"  iAi^iA;cil«t^e^    WhWiU^t^Vas  filled 
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out,  our  firiefid  drew  in  his  chair  to  thdJable)  mi 
waena  slaok  ^ther  wi\ teeth  oi^  daw  on;  tb9  4aut<* 
ties. — ^  Ye  seem  to  like  that  ]d]ld^o'  bceaid}  A]>- 
drew/  said  the  mistress^---^  Atweel^^  <po'  he^  ^  it^s 
no  ill  to  taV  &i^d  wi*"  that  he  continued  to.  work 
awa'  at  it  m"  the  greatest  industry  ^  and  whm  he 
was  satisfied,  he  set  back  his  chair,  and^.took  ihe 
diuml&-lug,  in  afore  Mrs  M^icar^  the  mitjor^ft 
widow,  a  prejinct  elderly  woman^  that  never  fiir- 
got  it,  tin  about  nine  o'clock^  ^^  be:  ^^0^9  And 
lifting  one  of  the  candles^  sai^  ^  Mistress  Tcedr^ 
dies,  m awa tomy bed^  ibr IinauQ be  vpp^g^ 
the  Edinbuigh  carrier  the  Jnom^s  mcradag  bjr 
skneg^  o'day — ^Whar  am  I  to  cudd]^?!'«-^IlluQttight 
we  would  haTea\deet.at  tUa.  ^But.wben  theiasa 
took  him  wf  another  lig^  ta4jbe  stsapger^s  room, 
Mr  Plank,  that  was  o'  thecqmpanjji  a^cU^and 
observant  man,  said,  ^  Yon  lad'^s  no  io  be  laugih'ii 
at«-<-He'll  learn  mair  havens  belyve;,  ^nd^if^lie 
pursues  his  ain  end  wi'  honesty,  andasJi^e  iu 
the  awe  *o'  the  world  as  he  tseopvs.  to:f<^l;  at  pre*^ 
sent,  he'll  tlmve  in  Loi^ony  or.ony  other  jji^^ 
wherein  his  lot  may  be  cast"* "" 

By  this  account^  it  w»uldrei41y^^ew  that  Ax^ 
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difem,  m  hk  ontseft,  had  produced  a  fl^iflation  even 
in  Glasgow.  It  was  certaiolj,  however,  not  such 
it»  weuM  «harre  led  any  one  to  suppose  he  would 
t^fer  become  a  fiivoorhe  with  the  elegant  and  fa^ 
^hionaUe.        •  • 

'  On  the  feUowu^mommg,  as  he  said  himsdf, 
b^  ^^^  «kri^  o'  day,^  he  was  mounted  with 
hlfi  ^paeit'of'duds^tothetopofoneof  theEdin- 
buigb  €ttrt&;  and -in  due  time,  in  die  afternoon^ 
Teamed  linlidigow,  wfaete  die  carriers  stopped. 
^  LHI^^  ftr  %€&,  and*  Gia^w  for  beUs,''  is 
ft  sayk^  idiftt^le^.  sdioolboys  in  Scodafod  have 
not  liear^;-aiid  sAjiAnew  was  deeply  versed  in 
tlioae  hoMordbie  ttadtdoBBs  whidi  exalt  tte  affec- 
ttoM*^  SooltiA  palariotiam  so  h^Idy^  that,  even 
wA  d^^F^«f  Biai^ood,  the  Seotchmim  is  r«re«^ 
ly  torbe  ^uRd,  who^  with  all  that  travel  and  ex- 
perience' teadi  to  the  ocmtrury,  will  not  omtend 
for  the  superiority  g£  the  nation^  monuments  of 
his  native  land*-*o  say  nothing  whatever  of  the 
snperior  excell^ice  of  her  institutions.  In  An- 
drew this  partidtity  was  ^  deeply  impressed ;  and, 
with  mingled  sentiments  of  admiration  and  sor- 
row, he  contemplated  the  ruins  of  the  royal  pa- 
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i^  d^,  ,vfts  the  VqfsaiUcis  ^  Scqtl^ ;  98#v4;V^ 
Cpurt,  whi<*  xpi^  t^i(ei?«,]gFj^  (x]^,%  ^M»»M^ 
tion,  was  justly  esteemed  nfe  Ae  time  oi^  p^^dj^ 
{^est  in  Ei^^fe*  H^%]m4  «i|d  ^l9W  «*^ 
pu^  d^j5Di%(i  ^  t^p?9fl^^rfy^jW»t^^ 
by  talfi^  of  %)c  ,<;9jDi^fl*cii?8,  ^  J>4d  airfftt 
tufps ;  but  tbe  pqutlj^e^  pf  44^tlry  ^  «^Dg 
fire  a98sqcij||£|i  fiith  Liji)^it^;f % 

While  M^^  Vm  ^yf^  iP09«d  ^  d^rt« 
of  thq  B?l#9^  Ml  pWl  Tf<wWp>  ^<^  bapp«l#d  l« 
|he  tio^  to  l)e  B^f^f^  ^^  *  J«»e  ^,  4nA« 
9i»fiUq:  t^  tp  it,  d4n#»  t^i  Im^  hmii  mii. 

tbi$  l^Dg'n  ^tr  T}4e  ^a»  «  «»i^Uou  ithn^ 

4j?^ev:9^mqfrtfe^mf  hipiP»rV)Tef^  bi^t 
b^ore  in^V^gipg  him3elf,  he  iuquired  whi^  ,th^ 
^t  yiq]jlH.  cost. 

"  Ye  waun  gi.e  n^  twqpcgc^ce,  Tse  warrfi^'** 
sai4  the  wouuuL 

^1  'Pieed  no,  |uf  ^j,'''  replied  Ab^^w  ;  ^^  gn^ 
an4  ^€dr  ^iUer  ^f  soop  ^yvrt^.  Ill  gie  yo^  tw^ 
pemiies,  gin  ye  lilfe  pfUkit^  ftud  ye  hjul.b^ttet 


do ;  tot  Fm  gann  out  o'  the  kinmt,  and  ye'U  hae 
tiae  chance  to  get  either  plack  or  bawbee  firae  Hie 
a**  your  days."** 

After  some  alteroatkm  Andrew  was  admitted, 
and  sat  himself  in  the  veiy  seat  where  the  gaU 
kmt  and  unfortcntcJaBiietf  of  i^den-field  used 
to  hear  mass ;  and  he  saw  also,  mth  as  sincere  a 
fidth  in  the  truth  of  the  -ataxy  as  any  boy  of  his 
age  did  in  the  age  when  it  happened,  the  chapel- 
«m1^  wheve  the  ^tfBiMam  ql  'St  AndMW  v«nied 
tlie  tSsig  fiMd  ikBt  fttal  cn^aign,  wUch  the 
|i(«4es  ^  .SeatlaDd'hft¥e  oeFer  oeas^  to  dcipl4»e, 
m$4i  ncfvier  MM  iacupKs^Mfy  tium.  m  our  own 
line^ooMectit^'ai-itvere,  by  ^beMtiMakbe- 
ttfr,  the  me«Mty  «f  Mtieoidl  dia^rftee  and  wsfor* 
tunes  into  moflives  of  national  pride,  ^am  tend  to 
add  vigotsr  to  ^  energies  of  patriotism. 
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EBlNBUttGH. 


The  feelings  ^th  whidi  tile  vdicB  of  i 
grandeur  at  Linlithgow  had  iaspir^  our  1 
were  greatly  augmented,  when,  at-  m  early 
next  day,  he  beheld  the  Castte  of  EffinbUrgh  r 
above  the  mists  that  floated  round  its  rocky  1 
But  instead  of  indulging  his  euriositf  whei 
reached  the  carrier'^s  quarters,  he  immediate!; 
gaged  a  porter  to  carry  his  box,  and  to  con 
him  to  Leith,  where  he  was  that  day  to  emba 
a  London  trader.    Fortunately  the  vessel  waj 
to  sail  till  the  evening,  and  this  allowed  him  { 
ral  hours  to  inspect  the  curiosities  of  the  city, 
porter  who  had  carried  his  trunk,  on  underst 
ing  his  intention,  offered  his  services,  but 
were  declined ;  and  for  two  reasons,  the  prin* 
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of  which  was,  that  he  would  expect  payment  for 
his  pains ;  and  the  other,  because  he  was  a  high- 
landman,  tbat  thought  Macallum  More  a  greater 
man  than  Ndtmcha^eisar. 

Consideri&g  Andiew'^s  intuitive  perception  of 
character,  it  is  noc  probaUefronr  this  opinion,  for 
we  quote  his  own  words,  that  he  sustained  any  loss 
1^  teftuong  theHigUoader^s  guidance ;  but  in  vi- 
siting  the  dtffckrent  parts  of  the  OM  Town,  the  Cas^ 
de,  eaad  Hdyvood-honsie^  he  soaMthnes  w^dered  \ 
and  as  the  l^dinbuigfa  boys  are  not  less  indned 
to  misGhief  than  their  amtemporaries  d^ewhere, 
fals  inquiries  were  not  always  answered  with  a 
strict  adherence  to  tru A,  or  the  mast  benevolent 
wiB^  to  SIN;  him  in.  the  right  However,  he  neverthe^ 
leas  Cfmttsyed  to  iBce  all  the  most  remarinUe  ob^ 
jects  to  wfaifib  hntory  has  attached  any  import- 
ance;  and  having  satkfiedhimsdfin  that  respect; 
he  dmed  on  ^^  pariiamcnts^  and  ^^  quaUty,""  by 
wlwh  he  both  savedimoney'  and  time,  finr  he  ate 
hjb-  dinnef  4ia  he  wriked  along. 

As  the  rime  approached  whoi  it  was  requisite 
he  should  go  bade  again  ^  LetUi,. he  met  two  la* 


8i^  cHABpp»4r|} 

dies ;  (^#  <tf  llw^  ^vi^,  §  »i^  e|ig|i|l|p4i  irttt  «: 

9i4^,  aad  oif  a  ifipir^  fi^^at^  ^mfmsmsaJb^  mid 
Mary  Cuimingh«m,  sn^  oift  o&tllfe#K«!S^iaM3eft  i£ 
ike.  lH^rdui^'M9eh0ol  nd^eve/ 9iA  k^r  laJoag  teen. 

nom^mt  sbie  «»r  hint  ^  wlpti%  brwi^  jsost  li^ct.^ 
Andrew  ftr  im  Bpt9t«ii$  «fi9^  ag^bas^  (o.  1m  ao 
9dd]r^i«^  hy  » li4y  sa  tm^  wd' MUf^^  but 
^^mg  who  k  ii«f  T^WffssfiA  Immif^  aa  k.w^wt,. 
mth.  an  eliBtdc/faoiaid^  and  said^Jji.hkfaDijttar 
manner^  'f  I  camfirae  thaStoneyfadm  taCHti^^ov 
on>  <Miiiny  Gidtasa%  cart,  and^syne  h^ceim'  the 
Edmbar^  canacrT' 
'    ^.Did:ye.Qisr  8ee.sudL'%B«»£«lQEtfihai4^^ 

>^  bi^  h^  as.  fta^at  a&  &  jfiHR|>^tC^'  ya  sa||[^  i^ 
your  £%.BBahna.  ]i:ei;y  AKkeelb  S^f 

''  '^Kfjlft  I  migfait^  anVye  vpuldf  heaafeeii  o^e^ 
agaifl^^va^his.  aosve^  i^K^  onriaiialyy  hovesev. 
But  to  this  Mary  n|jide.]io  dbeet  iepl|r,  oiiIji;.sagr*^ 
ing,  ^^^What,arfiuyB  QMpato.1ft^irtigiigkfe&?^ 

L^oii  inyc.iiag^ta  Jjca^eUt^ ' 

To  London,  WheeSeJ"^  exdaamed  Mary  witb 


9* 


90  ye  haau  made  joca  fintime  at  KilwinRJngP^  , 
.    iTliiiiilMtut  WhdhrJL  wThinlml  liio  mlh 

WUi  tfwtf  ifonh  ftgrj^aatfltL ;.  Mngr,  kaghin^ 
kniid^  as^ airing !■■%  IdinadL bnr  band  in-a^q^ 


Aadteir^  «kMi^  it3Bni|^  afidoL  bgr  die 
8igllt4if  tbetDimRH^Iilytlimt  Marjrlad^Dim^Mid: 
u^^'Uonw  d^Imp  gprigfaitfiwwj  waKcbhghteil  ate 
dMr'iiviiitnooIleetto'vri^  smauL  to  ottaw 

4f^fitte  ftJAJnijiat  iawiJteiili  i>hli"wfciriilwriittage»  as 
a  kBM6»  iraa  aoaoriilod  ibhy MfoHettiiafc  Itdub 
ne^  i^p^ir  to^  Um  tbitlMT  baolac  «a»  6aribitter^ 
with  any  scorn ;  on- A«  MHati^  it-liad'a  flff^md: 
rftiuAitaa^m  ii^  wkMt#;f#iidt«ft  sewaitsen  amid 
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ly  went  on  board  the  vessel  42mU  imto  Uwthe  tMork 
of  destiny.  .'     .  . 

For  the  first  two  days  a^tbelMder  kALvith^ 
like  most  of  the  passengers^  he  wastso  dxeadfidly 
afflicted  with  what  Doctor  Piiiif^  calls  ^  the  grie-' 
vous  prpstacationy^  that  be  ^could  Qot  rain  his  head  ; 
but  still  there wa» someduBgao^Heer In ihemaii^ 
ner  in  which  he  IxMcehis  aififinriiigs,  tSiat  it  atoko^ 
amused  and  interested  his  feUow-passengccs.  They 
saw  by  his  i^pearaacethat  he.was  only  a  moftm^ 
country  boy ;  but  the  8df*po88e6U<m  which  he  elviib- 
ced  in  the  intervdb  of  the  mal^dy^  afa^ed  that^ 
though  dad  in  hodden^fprey^  he  was  not  entirely 
made  of  rustic  stuff.  He,  however,  took  no  part 
in  the  conversatioin ;  and  the  epiniott  of  his  shrewd^ 
ness  andsagadty  was  chiefly  formed  from  his  looks, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  set  aboiU  his  Bide 
offices;  and  chiefly  by  an  clisecvati^ffii  en  the  biscuit, 
which  was  exceedingly  hard ;  *.^  InTa  very  good,^. 
said  he,  ^^  and  will  eat.wi^  pains.'' 

On  the  day  before  reaching  the  Thames^  hln 
sickness  had  9o  much  abatedj  tbat  he  began  to  en^ 
ter  into  the  himiours  <lf  his  ootoipanioAs,  and  an- 
opportunity  was  nqt  long  wanti^i;  to'  shew  the  ir« 
repressible  drollery  of  his  character 


.  AsBMitig^kt'faBimigf^'^ a  spruee yotmg ixum^ 
who  had  be^  a  stiulent  tft  the  tJidVerAty  ot 
£d]idbiuB^ ;  ^i^flhut  hi^  dre«8,  stMrand  cobe^ 
ed  in  his  mamiMB,  iml'fii&gQiariy  fastlcHoUs  to- 
wards  ill  m  hmgAi^tilstx^tk^;  thd  ht  was  geiie- 
rally  dttliked ;  Ikit  tidllyhe  i»  tonducted  faiteseli; 
that  hehadiustbem  expotiddw  any  open  rididile. 
Andretr  perceived  hc^  he  wM  cobaderecl,  and  en- 
tering into  the  feelings  cf  dieparty  towards^dA 
vaabmixaaM  ffpiig  of  deKoacf  and  condes^^ion, 
adUbessed'lmB  after  dinner;  when  the  whole  party^' 
in  conseqnenee  of  «  shower^  were  seated  rottmd  the 
taUebdDw/ 

^'  Vm  thinking,''  said  he,  very  gravdy,  Imt 
at  ^e  same  time  looidng  pai^dly  and  peering- 
ly  roimd  the  xMei  ^^  that  I  hove  se^i  you  he^ 
fore  and  that  ye  hae  had  a  roasted  goose  mony 
a  .day  &xc  your  dinner-^Wiete  na  ye  prentice  to 
Tfaonaas'Stedc^  the  tailor  in  out  parish  F^ 

The  student  looked  aghast  whfle  the  laugh  rog^ 
umversal  against  him, and her^^ed ^lia assault 
on  his  gentility  ^widi  We  nbst'vdbenient  indigna- 
tion;    .     i  .     '        '  .  r 

^  >b^'' said  Andili^r^  ^^I^  sure  ye  needna  be 


ttoy^  ld^;flittfl  y^^  4i|vpet  your  speon  m  the 

iiSL  QfittMry  1n^  aed  wt.  in  adIwiaKfen  <^  ^^rbm 
might  be  the  issue.  At  last,  the  student^  tu^tomgeaa 
^  ta.iaalww  Wb  wgei,  tibr^^tened  to  day  An- 
4aerftt^ltei«p<»<ht^(^  iievQft^kfift^witkAeBiosli 
p^^miqfffl^Vt^j  repiiiad,'-^  Ye  bad  better na 
try.  ftafe;;  iSw  gift,  jee  stnfce  ne  fiw  what  rm-ttfw 
ii^^  Wk^Sm  y«  pnoneftfoMEthfiLoidB  that  youTre 
no  a  tailor;^  an^i-a^Btixftfif  ih.bQ  saethafeyelce 
Mcq"  .^^ft^ciaft^  UinaaSm  to  .4a<pieaBfti  oooEnpniy^ 
^«MQtiiiayfea«^a^eieaii]iasQilikeane.  Bufeitonor 

yMS  fitttt^^*^  ^  ^  ^'^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  BUHfe  yott 
wi^  shanks  like  ellwancb,  and  sma"  fingers  to  pools 
MeiQfis&doewgb;  alaAe>  w^a^rkott.  jweaniw:  hdtp 
it'* 


nMnmiM. 


The  student,  under  Ue  fiippery^  ivae  not  deed* 
tiite  of  Bcnse,  and  by  tbe  Htde^dMoiipttTe  tooohee 
in  dns  laet  sentence,  suspecting  tlukt  Andrew  was 
Bot  really  serious,  eodeaToufed  to  torn  the  tables. 
But  our  hero  was  more  than  his  match  at  banter; 
and  before  the  enflt-oltcha  ieyage  had  so  raised 
himsdf  in  the  oj^nion  of  faia  feDow-passengevs, 
that  they  were  univeMeiy'Of  opinion  he  was  cal* 
oilated  to  make  his  way  in  London  with  great 
9a99m^ i» fi9ii»  qf  JiklitAi svhward/iigiise^ and 
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ducted  to  the  house  of  his  vehitibny  Mrs  Ipsey^ 
whttre  having  received  a  note  to  Mr  Vdlum,  the 
solicitor^  mth  i^rfaoni  her  husband  had  provided 
him  a  situMon,  he  went  immedi^bely  to  deliver 
it.  It  was  Tather  adventoroto  for  one  so  fteah 
from  the  cotmtry  to  attempt,  on  the  first  day,  to 
find  his  way  in  London,  with  only  '^  agude  Scotch 
tongoe^  for  his  gtnardian  geni ;  Ae  consequence 
was  what  might  have  been  anticipated.  He  loet 
his  way,  and  went  wmdering  through  die  hky^ 
rindi  'of  streets  in  Mary-le^bone,  seeking,  as  it 
were,  an  outlet ;  his  heart  ahnost  perishing  witUii 
him.     In  this  dilemma,  however,  he  met  with  a 
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riiignlur  sttoke  of  good  fcvtune.  Charles  Pierston 
had,  alxmt  a  year  before,, been  taken  into  his 
uncle'^s  counting-houle  in  the  city,  and  happennig 
to  be  in  that  part  of  the  town  on  badness,  they 
accidentally  met  The  joy  of  this  enoounter  was 
excessive— it  rescned-Artdrewfrom  despair. 

Charles  was  grown  a  gay  and  el^^tly^£)nned 
youth,  dressy  and  ntbdifeh  e<ett  to  foppery,  for  his 
undewas  liberal  and  mdnlgent  to  him,perhiqp6  to  a 
fiRdk;4mt4ie^a84rtiIlAe4aiiieifi(iad^ 
wann4iiMDrtedlad,andidtiH)cigliiio  toatfaM  4d»t 
in  a^peanuooe  0r  charaeier  Mtid  bemoM  lirilAiig 
ttes  what  tiffise  timf  adiori^fttttiwff  pMsentii]^  his 
8bo<^  hands  with  Andrew,  and  welcomed  him  to 
L«itei'«t  (ttceL'witk  |das 'aid  Atyut»  <^  ghd- 

-bleis  me^'boi  lamblitiie^to  seeyon,^ 
cried onr hero,  Ms  spiiit jpeboandtHg  trpinMr^ll 
its  wonted  scMyososaiim'^iii  fimingihBnsdf  ^ain 
imd^  die  ^teoimigii^iMiiiieoaaiQe  (Df/f^afaent 
hee.^-^^  I  Isme  been.ieittiimumg  ditr  boning 
man,  for  hours,  till  I  bdieve  my  h^d^i'no  right. 
Od  sake,  iTHrasHa  ready  to  He'  down  aiT  dee, 
bad  it  no  been  fot  shame.^ 


i( 


m  "^  nim9i^  %tt0ViAa^nt ;  ^^  me  kiye  a  eoacik  f 
Macry  CpM  inn  ce^lVndie  fidk  ^wevld  bae 
thmtihiti  I  htd  grte  b3ritj«d-^N«,  b«,  demented 
1^  I  }ia^%een,  I  wu  Me  ao  finr  left  to  Biy^df^  to 
1^  guilty  rfoayrfcgxtoyagaiiieQi«i  Mehbeawfaato 
00iicfa  !<^A^  !  Cte&t,  diaifie,  I  Bumn  ea'  bmbt 
fumy i  watdye^ken I ne^ar hmi  imy  tun fin^ fen* 
tijyyry  li^ke ywu  Bttk  ye  Bwm  nefwidxew  mje  tlm 
wly-to  liseels^  Ion,  %iiar  Iteigaim<lo  kam-Ae 

bw.^       -     ■     ' 

jCli^kif  ddigbtgd  « lij^  yab  t«  Me  his  old  jmd 
qae»  school-fdlow,  did  not  much  relish  the  ide»«f 
vjUm^  wiA  so  lUgiAue  figote  im  1^  stseet^  ac- 
lArdh|gly>  nvfeii  tiiey  feadied  the  fiEststaitd,  hie 
fliBed  a  eoaefa ;  hnt^  he|«  steppi^  in,  Asudttm 
iflid»  ^^  Nerr,  ndnl  Chaslif^  ye^re  to  pay  foiPt  «\ 
IllMheiisi||g^lxilEUe;:ftQf  I  faae  laid  k  do^vti 

'  'P'    p  '         r        n     ■  III    1^  >ii  I  J.  I  .11  ■   m  ■         >  I       t'  t 

*  Ayr^iropnnrttrb. 


i«Qm!»{i  HI 

fa." 

vw  'BSMBfti  fin  ^iBtfu  aadiM  hiB  fliiihl  fwilWMir  hnilr 

aWx  JV  iU>  liHIf  ^^^'■1  JTWWXW  Till-  vW  Tflf /Jt  ^lU  JWTJPWo^*?^^ 

HP  i*  |t  ^raft  to  itfeit  ibifsA  :f«4Hre  p««iilftl«lb 
TIiflrB  vae  a  AMnirfi  of  tMBngiMr  find  iBdJctltooii 
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in  ihi  laamier  inr  vtlaxAi  tMfii'  aaiiwer  was  ^gilFe^i; 
that  egneotnaged  the  eamkmsn  to  etifbi«fe  his'  1U^^ 
miiid^iiidre  lesohit^,  anct }» tepemtA  it* 

to-^Whtilthedaefvil,if«fitieii^hireathaise,  and 
gie  me  ftihurl^  awiX  to  pwf  tlit  fatre  P^^I  nev^er 
hwur4  <or''flifi  QKtovtioi»''^«<ge  aJm*  in^  yoa^  mtt."^     - 

Jifihtt  had  acme  ididi  of  huiaour  hteacdi;  and 
l^^^.sliil  Ibrther  irith^the  apprthBnooBs  of  <rat' 
li»Q»  M^ai^y  he^akioidd  y«y  to  hlft  ftitiiMl,  miA 
fittile  it  afterwaide  iriidi  Um. 

'^  ItV  ill  getthig  n  faiteii  aff  a  Hq^bUmmaii-^ 
Get  tira  sksUhiga  fM  t^  Aba^uggit  rmnagate 
Charlie  Pierston,  who  had  Wer  a  doit  that  ^daa 
tmm  a  hide  in  Ms  poodh  !-^I  ken  hkn  d'ar  wedl, 
to  let  Us  score  gang  to  my  lawin.— ^No,  my  lad^ 
it's  of  no  loe  te  argol  barg^  vi''  me.  IH  no  be 
bow  ^ow^t  out  of  my  AiKiligs  ony  hoo !  and  as  I 
said  before^  ye  mmm  just  gang  your  ways,  fbr 
scot  mar  lot  will  I  pay  you,  o*  the  like  o'  you,  if^  I 
flhouhi  be  damnf d  f^%  which  is  a  mickle  word  for 
me  to  say  ;'^  and  witht^ai  he  waUced  briskly  np 
the  steps  that  led  to  Sir  Vellum's  chambers '; 
while  the  coachman  mounted  his  box,  roaring  with 
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.  Mr  Vellum  vaa  atf  atde>  ftc«ttie>  wcl^ittttiHg^iit 
o^irn  of  bttsiQe^»  m  tht  pQlne^of  lift,  acttre,  geiu 
tkmaiily,  mid  di3d«v]0<  TlieiinraMftt  tkiUlie  oMt 
U»  j^e  on  oiir  hm>f  be  p^voi^ied  lie  watan  oi^' 
nal,  nor  did  he  H]^  Upc^ifdB&i^ Jm,inboiitii> 
af pearmce.   His  faiowle^  of  tk&,  wmM  ^had  in- 
daed  taugl^ji;  bim>  ilu^  ut  a&  ibe  aeeowbry  ^Md" 
labocioMs  ^^epi«ttia0nUef  tmaiaasa^-auekoi^^ 
are  of  the  most  invahitlile  dain^tMia ;  ^attd 'm 
(xaaj^nm<^9  vmckf^  U>  tjn^  ^x^ammmt  of:  at  vend 
sprooe  yoi^g  j5dk)f«ww||0ti«ere  casing  cooljemp* 
tuons  gknces  a&dde  on  tifi^9Um^(^^M  tboyjiliad 
t^ek  niml^  qu^.he  rnoi^y^  Wm,  ^^rith  umwud 
cordiality:.       ,      .  ;         ,        :    .      f  ( -   - 

^^  I  am  ra^  glad.yicm  jtii^ye  ot^oie,"'  said  Mr. 
Vi^nin,  ^^  for  it  is  now  twn  time,.  andrl^dooU: 
npt  you  witt  soon  mak^  yourself  uaeftiir     i     : 

"  I'll  no  lail  in  ifche  ^ndeayour,^  rqpliad  Atf- 
dicw ;  ".teit.if  I  dinpa  at  first  owe  iqp  to  yomr 
e^ji^B^tation, :  ye  mimn  juat  bear  wi'  me  tfll  ray 
han's sooplet.at.the wark.''  -?  : 
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streets,  in  the  vicinity  of  Red  Lion  SqoatfeJ-  aritf 
hfih^lMaikl^rdf  il!^ltsMa{i^^ffi^  the 

(Mnntetklwliieh^b^  h^^^d^Mttf'thelaifffi^^ 

In  com6qmite  (f' ckbM^m^ 
JaOsbfr-ma^  shWffai^  «i«ffl<tori  buWlieh  in- 
ftfffll^dJ  ftelP  «»  r^t  ^a*'a^  guSn^-  aWeek;  W 

on  his  heart.    At  last  jfie>jrfe' eWaJflea '  to  JtrtiCft-' 
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veiy  ^m^^ion  of  which  .brought  ^t  once,  an  inters 
J[ect^on  fi^ni  the  umennost  chambers  of  bis  $Quly 
a^d  a  cold  sF^at  on  bis  brows^  Xhe.jsteward^f 
the  y^s^  advfeed  hiqfi  to  take  a  coach ;  but  this 
was  a  fiUggestion  of  prodigality. still  more  insur* 
^ountable;  so  t}iat,  seeing  no. other  likely. way, 
of  .gating,  the  ^gmk  carried,  h^  nuuifnlly  revived 
tob^ar  itt)njbi8  Qwn  9bovildet:s.    ,  . 

JBy  this, time  it  ^iraa  ab^ost  dark,  and  there  was 
some  risk  that  the  landmarks,  which  be  l^ad  pb- 
seryed  to  jguide  lus  way,  woidd  be  soon  obscured 
firpm  bis  vi^w,  if  he  did  not  make  haste.  Having 
ther^ore  shifted  his  ,coat  and  waistCQat,  for  the 
old. ones  which  he  had  wpm  in. the  passage,  he  got 
the  trunk  on  his  back,  and  bravdy  set  forward 
from  Miller'^s  wharf  to  find  his  way  to  Holbom, 
knowing  that  if  he  was  /<mce  there,  he  would  eoon 
discover  the  road  to  Mrs  Callender^s.  But .  to 
carry  a  well-padced  trunk  through  the  crowded 
streets  of  London,  was  no  easy  task  to  a  strange  ; 
and  long  befbre  he  reached  the  Royal  Exchange, 
the  shades  of  darkness  had  deepened  over-h^ids 
and  the  lights  and  lamps  around  him  shone  forth 

in  all  their  wonted  ni^tly  splendour.  Still,  how* 

11 
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evier,  widi  indefisitigable  perseVenmoe,  windii^  hm 
toilsome  lAty  along,  he  at  length)  after  numy  halts, 
reached  St'  Se|Hikhre\  chinrch^  where'  he  placed 
the  trunk  on  the  wall  of  the  chitrch-jrard,  and  rest- 
ed  to  bar^idie  and  to  ^pe  his'fordead. 

He  had  not.  irav^ed  so  burdened  unnoticed ; 
a^ai^  of  street-robbers  eirly  marked  him  for  their 
prey,  and  dogged  lum'like  blood-iiounds  in  the 
track  dP  l^cir  game ;  but  his  warintss  had  pre- 
vented an  attack,  till  they  siEiw  him  ^^t  rest 

'Oneof  thoiE»&&eelxK)ters,  a  little  ifi  adrance  be- 
fore the  others^  passed  him  a  few  ^wces^  ^d  giving 
a  loud  lilmek,  Ml  down  t)n  Ae  pavement,  seein- 
ingly  in  convulsions.  In  the  first  impulse  of  the 
momeni,  'Andrew,  as  the  thieves  had  calcidated, 
started  foriraid  to  his  aisistaiice ;  bnt  fcnfttmatdy 
in  doing  80,  Ini  Irujik  feU  from  ihe  xailin|(«  This 
jeopardy  in  whidi  he'  sttw  that  it  was  immediately 
placed,  by  the  companions  of  ijie  mpostor  nin- 
ning  towards  it,'  chedced  his  huo»am^,  and  he 
clung  ta  it  with  thefbnd  anxiety  of  a  mother  over 
her  darlihg.in  diabger/    The  thieves  cursed  his 

inhumanity,  and  the  man  in  convulsions  instantly 

'     •   f      '  '        ...        ^    . 

VOt-  I^  '. .     E  . 
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reeoveringt  tosey^JUid  walked,  awfijvifth. an.  alacxi-  - 
ty  which  at  onee  astonished  and  alaimcd  our  ad*.  . 
vaatUEQr^'wbo^zequiicdae  fiuether  faestimoajte^ 

Saying^  <;^y  in  thif^inelda^  he.  leadied  the .« 
h<wse  qf Mn  Calkndityr  inmnjeflted  ;  andjiothing 
could  /€«p^  1^  laiMl  flp9d  adausat^  of  that  wsof^ .  5 
thy  dame,  when  aha  hea^  what  he  had  aqc^i|ii-»v  j 
pliahpdj^wd/thefveeniM^iin^  - 

hadpreserintdhtatnvihft^aadi^PfailiatmeSt  .    , 

'' Tm  Atfe;^  sftid  she,^  t' Jtfr  Wy^  that  7^ 
in^at  slaiid  itt  need  «f tyocoutea.  Do^Udown^and  i 

in4lie{>«adaw>FQ9etit«efld|i^  with.aiueei^^  - 
foslabU  Mi  of  taaat?!    .      i        ... 

^^  I  wouU'MMe  that  Jimoo  weeV  JwpIiedTAsi^.4 
d|«ftr ;i ^ hu^ Mi  diiirtialiinamHi  fiunko^i  .So . 
Ill  thanl^  y^w<  to  ^^laei «  aiii^iUan  .of  ^tmaga  ^ 
ym  and 41* vedkf f  whidi^wffl^ baitii  aerve . aur ibr- 1 
foutfaovm  andaunperi^    • 

Mr«»€afi9BitoP4tcte(^^that«he  did.ii«t»  He^\i 
Uet^  4my  mieh  thiii^  ^ooold  Be  luid^^^  LaadBOLiio 
Bulh«he>oolM|;etfaim»sUct'l^^bawaBda^l^  ' 
ofiteitp-^.i .    /         '  . 

<^  The  wimiao's  del^tJ""  exdaimed  Andi«V4 


L0NBON,  •  9d 

^^  does  she  think  th«t  111  ttu^e  a  sow  o"  mysel  wi^  • 
driiikii]^  a  whole  put  o^  porter  P*  ' 

Presendy,  hoirever,  recollectiiig  that  there  if  as  ' 
scnne  difference  between  the  Scotch  and  English  ^ 
measure,  he  inquired  the  expesice ;  and  having 
saved  the  porterage  of  his  luggage,  he  adopted  ' 
hcjT  suggestion  as  to  ^porter,  but  lie  ^rald yield 
to  no  such  sednetibn  as  the  ham. 

Having  recruited  his  t^stesiigSlx  in  Mn  Calfon-  ' 
dar*8  pacrlour,  he  prbposed  gcmig  to  bed,  as  heims 
miieh  tired.  ^^  But,""  said  he,  ^^  I  needna  belay- 
ing m  ony  stores  till  I  see  about  me  in  the  mom* 
ing;  sa  that  giii  y^  hae  ony  sic  tl&ig  as  a  candle- 
doup  aboot  the  house,  Fll  be  oUiged  tf  yell  lend 
me*t  the  night."^ 

This  request  needed  some  eiqplanatioiiw  In  the 
end,  however,  a  mutuid  und^rstandii^  to^  place 
on  the  subject ;  but  without  materially  tendmg  to 
exalt  the  character  for  liberality  of  our  l^fo  in  the 
opbioii  of  Ins  landlady.  Neverdide8s>  she  lent 
hka  tlie  candle. 

Having  retifed  for  tl^  night  to  \m  chamber, 
and  extinguished  the  light,  he  knelt  down  at  the 
bedside.    But  the  hopes,  the  widied,  fldad  the  an« 
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xieties,  which  the  yotmg  adventurer  commtmicates 
to  Heaven  in  such  a  time,  belong  to  a  more  holy 
strain  of  feeling  than  we  may  here  venture  to  un- 
fold. 


t 
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FIRST  IHPRBSSfOKS. 


Mr  Vallum  had  for  clients  several  persons  of 
high  rank,  and,  among  others^  the  Earl  of  San- 
dyford.  His  Lordship  was  still  on  the  gay  side  of 
thirty^andjusdy  considered  oneof  the  most  elegant 
hi^i  of  the  age ;  but  firom  tbedate  of  his  marriage 
with  Lady  Augusta  Spangle,  the  daughter  of  the 
Marquis  of  Aberside,  he  had  disajqpointed  die  ex- 
pectations of  his  friends.  Instead  of  taking  that 
splendid  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  kingdcnB, 
for  which  he  seemed  naturally,  by  his  animated 
temperament  and  lofty  eloquence,  peculiarly  qua- 
lifiedy  he  suddenly  rushed  into  the  wbirl^iool  of 
&shionable  dissipation,  and  squandered  his  estate 
and  talents  with  a  vehemence  that  not  only  surpri- 
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«ed,  but  ahrmed,  wtdke  it  mortified  Us  friends 
and  admirers ;  for  it  appeared  to  be  the  resultoF 
smne  wild,  yet  WttMary  resoiutioii,  as  if  he 
8<m^,  by  the  veloiQity  of  a  headlong  eaveer^  to 
escape  the  misevies  of  some  iffy«terioy»  sorrow. 

When  Ms  Lordi^lnp  first  entered  the  arena  at 
fiuhiony  he  was  iilrildt]^  htodsciw^  and  the  «x- 
pressibh  of  his  conntenanee,  which  was  nobly  ki- 
teOigeftt^  indicated  great  elefvatidn  of  sentim^t, 
ijnctiiured  wiiJt  an  urbani^  Aifi  of  ]^layliilness  and 
^obd^httoftour ;  Init^  at  the  period'of^which  we  are 
noiKT  sj^tikmg,  he  was  become  pa&^  and  slender,  an 
deg^i^  Kstlessness'pervaded  his  whole  frame,  ismd 
Mfi  toibe,  which  was  naturally  clear,  and  finely 
mliodtililted,  had  dwindled  i&to  aii  habitual  mono- 
tonous i^p^r,  suitable  indeed  to  the  smaQ*  topics 
ht^  aflfected  to  discuss,  but  which  he  evidently  cared 
)Bt»  ^ttle  about  as  he  did  for  any  thing  eke.  Oeoa-^ 
'sionally,  however^  his  true  character  would  shine 
tut,  ^hd  shew  that  this  foppery  was  but  assumed^ 
and  that  he  might  still  be  roused  to  better  things^ 
and  stiihd  forth  in  the  erect  ikiperiority  of  a  ge- 
-ijdtis,  conscious  of  its  innate  strength,  and  ready. 


rrcadsuWUfl pmresB.  .       .htm  r-  .   » 

-.:  Aiboutthr AM^'riiiti tiyiharo itmwifitt^LaiU 

into  «cnf«tt7i<dHHiT£iRliMrif  ^  41^ 

^««i]mi|^it  m  imii  U>  the.  l<l<<HbMi^riaqiwwi  M»i 

uike.GbMisUor.jildribir  n^plt^clcBs  9mA  n^  taw 
^delifflAiiiiE.  die  atleddft&t-'fliDlicatoirswitbuL  the  fin- 
dad  yfotAJmuA  Tfi]iiibedi?»  arigi  kn  tbfr  liyeitqr, 

■'the  HffBflfji<ffi  #»^  ^'ftwftaitlrpdi^iyft?  ffltwriony  he 

«Jhe  aetea%iiMde<ii  apde&iof 'ttMEa^  wMrto^^ 
4JHiiciim»iyi4  wttt  leaqprfnw  J|i  rhat  k  tifigltd  In  tibe 

tAiill  #f»fmewin(HMeti(jn^awd  ww  hpbd  as-die 

«eRTartiUm#pm  l)iwr{Moento^wliiA}h»d  equally 
jn^xred :fais healdi, M8:fi»rtune,  nuddaBiiiaracter. 
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Some  iiae  iifi»r  thi%  faifl.  Locdsfaip  had  ocea^^ 
to  confer  widi  Mr  Vellum,  and  it  happened^.^eben 
be  c^ed  at  Ms  chanAars,  that  crar  hero  mns.  the 
ionly  parson  widiin.    A  brief  coUoquy^  in.  jconae^ 
-qu-eBce^^took  plaee  at  theidoory  whidithad  the  ef- 
fect of  interesting  his  Lorddiip^s  eurioaity  ;'iii80^ 
much,  (^at  partly  wihii  the  intentioa  of. resting  a 
>few  minutes,  perhaps  more,  however,  vitlLthe  de* 
isign  6£  e^ctractkig  a  litde  «nuseRie»t,  he  was.  in- 
duced t^  -waUc  into  die  tiffieej  and  tidkrra-  s^at  on 
dneof  the  elevated atools  at  die  dedc;    Aisdrew 
chad  no  conception  of  the  rank  of  the  vieilor ;  and 
•as  he  was  not  akc^th^  flaJa^edJwitfari;li&{firee- 
.dom^  he  stood  wacilyhaldiiig.tbeinner  door  <q[iesi, 
as  anin^afdrotolmXoo^hiplhalheoiight  m 
to  remimi;  faiU;  the  oddity  of  hia  apfte^iranoe,  and 
die  sfy  stispiciott  of  his  looks,  widi  the  smplid^ 
of.  his  maimers,  diverted  >die  peer,  who,  Jifter  in. 
fijiecting  him  disou^aqoizoi^.glasafirom.haid 
io  foot,  s^d,  with  an  afiSactMitm.of  £iidiu>nal[dr'i»*. 
anity^  swinging  his  feet  at  die  same  time,  V  These 
stools  of  yonrX  yoni^  man^  are  veiy  taU«^  - 

^^  Ay^i^pli^  Andrew,;^^diey^re  gayand'hfigh.^ 
.    The  ibsumed  indiffisr^ice^theEarl  was  almost 
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discomposed  by  the  flatoess  of  this  answer ;  and 
ptilling  out  his  handkevchief  to^hide  the  efl^cft, 
said,  at  the  same  time,  ^^  Prayy  friend,  where  were, 
you  otught  Y^r 

^^  Sir,  I  never  was  catched,"^  was  the  indignimt. 

'^  Indeed  !^  said  his  Lordship,  ^^  how  then  fame 
you  to  London  ?"  .  -  .     ^ 

"  Hoo  shou'd  I  come  ?'^ 

*>  A  very  satisfactory  answer,  I  must  confess,^ 
rejodned  the  Earl ;  ^^  and  I  have  no  doubt  you  had  - 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  your  travels  P 

-  **.  Ah,  trouth  !^  qi|olh  our  haro,  "  if  die  bock* 
ing  the  soul  out  o^  the  body  be  ony  pleasure^  I , 
bad  a^ipugh  o^  that  pleasure !  Gude  f<Mrgie  me, 
but  I  was  amaist  tempted  to  mak  awa^  wi^  m3rsel.  - 
Eh  f  I  thought  i£  I  could  faae  dee^t^  itwoul^  hae 
been^a  satisfaction.  Na,  na,  sir,  I  would  nae  ad^ 
vise  my  8W<nm  enemy  tp  come  in  a  ship  by  sea 
firae  Scotland.'' 

The  Earl,  still  preserving  all  due  seriousness, 
said,  ^^  May  I  presume  to  inquire  if  you  are^  a 
lawyer?" 

18 
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**  A  very  jticficious  ittigwer,'*  iras  the  inmical 
ol»ervtfti<Mi  of  liis  Lordship ;  *^  and  how  long  may 
you  have  been  in  the  profc^on?** ' 
:  '^  Befcfre  connng  here,  I  iras  w^  on  to  three 
years  inth  Johxi  Gledd,  the  messei^er,  and  I  hae 
been  three  days  wi^  Mr  VelliJOto.'* 

^^  It  is  an  honourable  ptofession,  and  I  doctfat 
not  you  win  become  a  distii^Hished  ornament^  to 
it— in  time,^  said  his  Lordship  diily. 

^^  I'm  '1Jhi]&king  ifis  a  gay  an  Idtde^rade  though ; 
but  ni  ettle my  bestj^r^lied  Andreir^  none  dis* 
concerted. ' 

«*  But;**  r^esumed  th^  Earl,  •*  what  do  yon  thn^ 
©^London?'' 

'^^Poior  cried  the  clerk;  •*  London!  a  whin 
brick  houses;  O,  man,  if  ye  could  but  see  Glas^ 
cow  atid  Edlnburgh-^th^re  you  %ouId  see  some* 
thing^ook  at  Hblyrbod-^onse,  that's  a  palace 
{(it  yo^-4nit  9t  Jlufieg's  hbre,  it^s  just  like  an  auld 
tolxK)th.  But,  sir,  yell  hae  to  gae  iawa\  for  its 
the  t&ae  for  me  to  gang  fbt  my  dinner,' that  I  may 
b^  back'  to  keep  the  house^-^and  I  hae  a  notion 
your  business  is  no  very  particular  the  day,^ 


..^  A^il  veqr  fflntdkjWahwti^gnra  1^ 
mno,  in  »  neigUbiOMr  alrciek^  . 

:  <<  And  hvm  iMwkiiiky  |rmi  ptjrr  JofwrndfaU 

^  Sd«^p^^$  tod  A  iMrrim  io'  Ae/ktUKe^'' 

''  Good  HMtmi.r^eiclwwd4lielUBl9  tmwb- 

Iqf  any  ^ceidwt  be&Te  heiurd  at  iviat  mftw  dw 
humble  and  industmua.jwftdl^  of .^  innife  xHetfo* 
poljyi  ave  fBiUigied  tqf  li^e« 

the  cause  df  ittft  T>iri<ihipttt aatonhfaaBrt  j  ^batt 
ttevj&tHal'»gMA^'^  addivg^''  iiSM  luod  tUng,  sb^ 
to  Uve  in  London.  SometakeamutchkinefpeBrter 
tft.thffftdiM«v  kM'  Ij^kmm^dfomAm'  Adanf  s 

attf iM^yid^ilgewvii^TuU^  «mI: 
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"  Ai  to  that,"  replied  Andrew,  "  I  teke  tny 
share,  for  the  singers  are  far  better  than  ours ;  m- 
de^  they  hae  tunes  and  voices  like  leddies  and 
gentlemen.  But,  sir,' it's  no  canny  to  gving  near 
diem ;  for  nae  (urdier  gane  than  yestreen,  last  ni^t 
ye  ken,  when  I  was  harkening  to  twa  singing  like 
nightingales,  in  LincolnVInn  Square,  a  ne''er-do- 
weel  pocket-picker  whuppet»the  napkin  out  of  my 
jk^udh,  wi^  the  slippery  hand  o'  an  evil  spirit.  Be- 
fore I  kent  whar  I  was.  Od,  sir,  but  there's  a  ter- 
rible poVer  'S*  ill-doers'  about  Londim.'*' 

^^  O,'  I  tmdenitaad ;  you  mean  by  the  ^blic 
an^sements,  fisteoing  to  the  ballad-singers  in  the 
street,""  said  the  Earl,  drolling^ 

"  I  can  assure  you,""  replied  Andrew,  ^^  they 
w^  na  like  balladHsmgers  at  a" ;  and  it"s  loy  no* 
tion  they  were  ^y-actdrs  out  o"' bread."" 
;  '^  Hare  you  been  at  the  theatres  ?""  said  his 
Lordship. 

^  Kef  y^,  but  Fm  gaun.  Our  clerks  are  to  treat 
me  some  night  soon ;  and  they  say— they  a"  say  ■* 
that  I"ll  see^^-'^kide  kens  what  m  no  see ;  Jbut  it 
nuito  be  scMsiething  vera  extcaordinar,  for  they're 
just  out  o"  the  body  about  catching  the  eflec,  as 


t   * 
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they  ca't.  However,  efFecs  here,  or  cffecs  there, 
ifs  no  right  o*  you,  sir,  to  keep  me  clishmadaver- 
in^  when  1  should  be  taking  my  pick,  that  the 
mastef*s  wark  mayha  gae  by.*^ 

'  The  Earl  admitted  the  justness  of  the  observa- 
tion ;  and  perceiving  the  rbguery  at  the  bottom  of 
the  intended  treat  on  the  part  of  the  other  clerks, 
became  desirous  hims^  to  enjoy  some  of  the  vir- 
gin fancies  of  Andrew  ;  he  therefore  pretended^  as 
he  had  not  found  Mr  Vellum,  he  would  write  a  note 
for  him. 

Being  furnished  accordingly  with  the  necessary 
implements,  he  requested  theSolicitor  that  Ancbrew 
might  be  sent  to  a  particular  coffee-house,  at  de- 
ven  o^dock  that  evening,  with  a  letter  for  Scprvi^al, 
his  valet,  who  would  be  there  to  meet  him ;  and 
that  Mr  Vellum  might  have  some  idea  g£  the  ob- 
ject of  this  singular  request,  he  added, "  The  Count- 
ess receives. masques,  but  your  clerk  can  take  a 
part  without  any  disguise.^   ,       . 

*^  Now,"  said  his  Lordship  to  Andrew  as  he 
folded  up  the  letter,  ^^  this  relates  to  a  matter  on 
which  my  heart  is  much  set,  and  I  rely  upon  your 
fidelity  in  placing  it  safe  in  Mr Vellum'^s  own  hand." 


^^  That  ye  may  do,  and  sleep  sound  upon^t^'*^ 
WBS  the  answer ;  ^^  for  be  he  Hying,  or  be  he  dead, 
I  ^rill  see  him ;  and  I  wouldna  that  a  thing  gi'*en 
to  me  in  the  way  of  trust  was  mislippent-r-No^ 
thtmgh  I  was  to  die  on  the  q^t  But  O,  si^,  real- 
ly Fm  growing  uneasy ;  for  if  Tdinna  get  my  din?- 
net  noo,  thae  deevils,  our  clerks,  will  be  back ;  and 
if  they  fin^  out  that  I^m  toom,  they'll  fish  to  fii^ 
misl^  me.  It  would  therefore,  sir,  be  very  ohlir 
^g,  if  ye  hae  done,  your  pleasure  and  needs,  to. 
g^us  quietly  awa\  and  let  me  rin  for  my  bit  cback.o^ 
dinner.^ 

The  good  himiour  of  the  Earlj;  perhaps  we  <H]^^, 
to  add  ius  habitual  politeness,  could  9ot  witbsta;a4- 
the  reiterated  urgency  of  this  appeal,  awl  be  9^ 
oprdii^ly.  withdrew,  renewing  his  injimcttpns.  9x. 
tne  careful  delivery  of  the  letter.     But  thif  w^q^. 
unnec^sary ;  Andi^ew  was  fully  impressed  with  th<^, 
imj^rtance  o£  letters  addressed  by  clieQts  to  tbe^ 
solicitors,  and  well  aware  that  his  futi^re  sueoesa  in 
life  depend^  quite  as  much  oa  his  int^gnly;! 
upon  any  other  quality. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


A  MAMUBRADE* 


Whek  Aiidiew  came  back  aftet  diniiigj^  Mr  Vcl* 
hun,  who  Iiad  been  ail  the  forenoon  m  Westmiiw. 
ster-HaU,  was  in  the  .office ;  and  on  readii^  the 
EarFs  qpiade,  wUdi  onr  hero  faithfully  deliTeied 
into  his  own  hands,  he  was  not  a  little  diyi^rted  I7 
Its  contents.- 

.  ^  Did  the  gentleman,^  said  he^  ^  tell  you  who 
he  was  r 

**  I  never  speert,^  replied  Andrew ;  "  \m*  s^UT* 
ly  he  would  put  his  name  to  the  letter.*^ 

^^  O  yes ;  but  I  caimot  ima^e  what  has  inda- 
oed  him  to  write  to  me  on  such  a  subject.^ 

^^  He  maun  answer  fojr  that  IvanseP//  said  Aiw 
drew ;  ^^  but  he  seemed  very  pintiimlar.  ,It-s  £ure« 
ly  something  yeiy  particular|  sir^  fi^r^he..stayed.jBO 
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lang)  and  ssked  so  many  questions,  that  I  vas  obli- 
gated to  tell  him  togang  awa\" 

"  But  what  sort  of  a  man  did  you  find  him  ?■" 

"  I'm  thinking,"  replied  Andrew,  "  that  he's 
B(Hnething  in  the  perfoomery  line,  for  he  had  a  fine 
scented  pocket^napkin,  and  was  wondrous  prejinct 
in  his  words — a'  on  chandler  pins ;  and  baith  in 
shape  and  habit,  he  was  a  dimmer  piece  of  gen- 
teelity." 

*'  I  hope,''  sud  the  Solicitor,  "  that  you  treat- 
;  respect,  for  he  was  no  other 
ndyford." 

,  what  a  atupit  fool  fallow  he 
1  was— a  yerl !— Me  speak- 
ing in  the  way  I  did  to  him,  and  he  a'  the  time  a 
yerl !  Howsoever,  he  canna  hae't  to  say  that  I 
neglected  his  business,  or  didna  mind  yours,  and 
I'll  mak  up  for't  to  him  in  decorum  at  another 
time." 

"  I  hope  so,"  said  Mr  Vellum  jocularly ;  "  but 
I  have  something  particularly  for  you  to  do  this 
evening.  You  will  take  a  letter  from  me  to  one 
Mr  Servinal,  as  directed ;  he  is  a  dvU  man,  and  I 
bare  pardcular  reasons  for  wishing  you  to  become 
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ateqcamled  widi  him.  I  n^ed  not  say  mote^  dnm 
that  you  will  endeavotuf  to  niake  yoursdf  agree- 
able to  Mm."  '         '      '^ 

*•  If  it's  for  yottr  fntiirest,  sir,**  tifffldft  AtoArew, 
**  ye  need  hae  nae  fear  b*  thai.  But  eleven  6'dldA 
is  an  awfid  time  o^  night  to'be' i^eel^  aftef' ony 
honest  buriness."  "    '  •    •     -      ,  .  . 

"  Tme,'*  said  Mi^  Vellum ;  •^  but  in  oilr  pwfes- 
sion,  aQ  hours  and  times  must  be  at  the  command 
of  our  clients.^ 

*^  Say  na  mair,  say  naf  mair ;  by  night  or  by  day, 
Mr  Vellum,  IH  tary  to  do  my  part,***  replied  An- 
drew ;  and  in  this  manner 'the  prelude  for  the  eve- 
ning was  arranged. 

At  the  time  appointed,  the  valet  was  at  his  post, 
and  had  not  to  wait  long  for  our  hero.  Servinal 
had  been  duly  instructed  by  his  master ;  and  ac- 
cordingly,  after  some  conversation  containing  a 
number  of  apparent  facts  and  evidential  circum- 
stances which  Andrew  was  to  relate,  with  all  pro- 
per fidelity,  to  Mr  Vellum,  Servinal  proposed  an 
adjournment  to  the  play-bouse,  under  the  Cempt- 
-ing  pretext,  that  bemg  acquainted  with' the  door- 
keepers,  he  cbuM  get  them  both  in  free  at  that 


sent  to  the  proposaliA9  in  9^rkt  confennit^^  thein- 

wdtsejpeei^y.At  SiMi4yfiard-bouie« 

^Qii.i;fj»jJBog;tb0ffli^^  of  ^.4wyv»qn,  An^ 

jclrew  had  no  t^n^^lPi^tp  doyin^,  thfA  M  wft^  japprp«cli- 

iog  Qiie  iof  jthe  priiAcipal  theatves.  TM^quare  was 

tbroQgod  wi^;  c^irriag^ «  a  multijl^e  of  ^nimnxs 

.j9i^<?t%ff^i^,to  si^jtb^  asithey  w^te.  art 

daW9,rPf5^Bi«dJiI^J^  .Wd^theiyestUmle 

Tfas  fillied  with  a  coui^^  hoot  of,  s^rwlsm  -li- 
jYegr,,  Jh!^,^in/B«l^^f .ibe  j^      ^atid  fneods  of 

The  Earl  had  u^structed  Servinid,  in  order 
1^  jA^^j^  Wisk^  Ro^be  ^Kpq^  to  t^fr  ioaolent 
ipo^^ttWWce  of  .|;h»e  ip^^jiabj.tp  take  ^^so.th^tit 
j^JmjiW  TOt  ))e  1^  a^opg,  tit»fitt,he  ?waa  Ji^ 
Sjm^ijj^;  ,80  tJl^it.w^ii.fce  onteiped  the^rhi^  with 
j»jf,r})^t^^i);».^9id^awj^  they,;ii?t  ten 

49l^iwJ^fifl?%e  jn^he^charftotfr  <rf  JmnmjTt  Jn 
^  %{9g^o€Jt%h.Xi^  belqv  Stairs,  and, the 
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cere  flBtanithment  widi  wUch  he  i^Mcl  artmnd, 
adt«d  thd^;an»im<»i;  i.dmi^^  iAmI  pUodit. 
as  tn  iiic<M^iMmibIe  peirfonoer.  •    > 

Andrew  clang  to  his  compiUDi^  in  &  <kigree  tf 
d^%hted  alarm,  Wfiag  iilv<;3«nt«rijy,  as  he  was 
oondnctecl  up  the  gm^  sta^-ease  ta  t)ie  stale- 
apartments,  whcfe  fSie^io^ittiy  ^ete  assembKng, 
'*^  Whi^  a  beautiflil  hcmse  flito  h  J  Odssie,  man, 
if  s  as  gnn^d  as  SdenumV  Te^ople.**     -- 

^^  Were  you  evsi^  Aere  f"  said  a  maa^jui!  in  .a 
dUmiino  in  pasfidng.  Andrew  instaapttly  reeogttised 
8  vmce  Aat  he  had  h^ard  b^ore,  and  was  petri- 
fied. It  was  the  £lurl,,at  fhese  i^peariltu^'Ser. 
Tinal  isHnediatdy  withdrew,  telfing  001"  hero  ^lat 
he  was  noW'Sree  to  gd  ieva^here,  ahd  pick  tip 
what  amusement  he  could  for  the  remwider^f  Ae 
cnrenii^* 

Notwithstandii^.  all  diie  fieedom  which  die  be* 
lief  that  he  was  in  a  ^ace  of  publie  amusement 
was  cdculated  to  i^ispii^,  Andrew  shyly  eiitered 
'  the  central  saIo<m,  from  wUch  the  drawii^-room^ 
opeiied.  A  potty  In  ma^,  with  the  £ai¥  at  thejlf 
head,  fidlowed  WsH.  H^  thotight,  howertr,  ^ey 
i^>{be  playars— die  hirefings  of  the  etitdrt^ 
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ramtymdetp&Add  tiiem  to  tumUe,  and  perform 
other  antic  feats  of  corporeal  ingenuity. 

Wbile  under  this  misconception  of  his  situa- 
tion^ |ust  mdan  the  door  of  the  saloon,  with  his 
back  leanilig  on  the  pedestal  of  a  statue  of  'X^er- 
pedehdre,  the  well-fleshed  Countess  of  GorbSands, 
in  the  character  of  Lady  Rodolpha  Lumbercourt, 
came  up  to  him.    Her  ladyship  had  not  the  most 

r 

remotQ:  ifka!  that  he  was  not  hi  charact^.  Being 
herself  a  Scotx^womsEn,  she  imagined,  from  his 
dr^s»  that  he  had  taken  the  part  of  a  Scottish 
lad,  and  addressed  him  accordingly,  imitisiting  the 
rattle  6f  L^y  Rodolpha  with  considerable  hvi- 
moiu*. 

'  Andrei,  however,  was  disconcerted  by  what  he 
considered  her  impudence,  and  sdd,  '*  Gang  about 
your  business,  woman,  and  no  fash  me.— ^m  hae 
naething  to  say  to  you^ — I  tdtt  you,  woman,  ye 
may  just  whistle  on  your  thumb.'' 

«  The  brute  r  exclaimed  the  Countess,  for- 
getting  her  part — "  How  can  he  have  got  into  the 
house  ?  He  has  no  character.*^ 

"  Vm  thinking,^  said  Andrew  drily,  "  that  1 
hae  a  muckle  better  character  than  you^*" 
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Her  ladyship  was  amazed,  and  returned  to  her 
patty,  utterly  at  a  loss  to  undenUnd  the  pheno^ 
menon. 

At  this  moment,  CdL  Coiesipn,  in  the  diarac- 
ter  of  Moll  Flaggofi,  cam^  up,  anadst  diouts  of 
laughter,  exdaimiag,  ^V  Where  is  he*-*-where  is 
the  gay  deceiver  F"^  presenting  Andrew  at  the 
same  moment  with  Tier  pofcket^pistol,  alias  brandy- 
bottle. 

Our  hero  looked  iat  Mdl  for  about  half'a  mi- 
nute with  the  most  unequivocal  mailcs  of  avereion. 
At  last  he  said,  *^  I  wonder  how  the  door-keep^s 
could  let  sic  a  dnkler  in  r 

^^  Does  he  disown  me  ?^  ezdaimed  Moll  in  a 
rapture  of  desperation.  "  Will  the  perjured  wretch 
cast  me  o£P  from  his  tender  embraces  in  tl^  fitoe 
of  the  whole  world  P^-^And  die  began  to  weep 
Utterly,  wiping  her  eyes  with  the  center  of  her 
tattered  ehawl,  and  fieddng  a  eSp  from  her  bottle 
with  infinite  humour. 

**  The  woman^s  fou,'*  said  Andrew  coolly  to  the 
bystanders,  and  ws&ed  away  somewhat  anxiously 
to  shun  her. 

"  See  how  he  deserfe  me,^  cried  the  obstrepe^ 
^  3*     . 


H8^  csHAPMmxnr. 

rcms^MoU;  ^^  be  abandons  me  like  tlie  fat  of  liis^ 
faiUilefi^  8e(,.the  omel  gay  deceiver  T 

Andrew,  terrified  liy.tke  veh^ence  of  Mollis  ' 
maiiiier,  toxnea  hack  to  reason  with  her,  and  said, 

*^  Honest  woman,  ye*re  in  a  mistake.^ 

•  ^   , —    '    •  -.  '-*• '.' •  '    '    ■'  •"*' •-  ^ - 

The  una£fectea  simpUdity  of  this  address  was 

too  much.eTen  for  Colc»on,  with  all  his  confidence.; 

and  re^rdlesa  of  the  prcqparietieB  df  his  part,  &e 

joiiped  in  th^  general  laughter  that  it  called  £nrtH 

froffii.all  piesent 

Poor  Andrew  then  i^ppealed  to  the  specti^toips, 
and  Assured  tibunn,  with  the  most  perfect  sinccxtty, 
that .  faei  hiai  neven  seen,  ^e  W4)m§n-  befpre,  onoe    ' 
he  was  horn.  ^^  She^s  jui^  a  ipandy,^  said  he,  ^^  and 
ought'tohesetii^  thejougs.'*^     ■  t  ^'  - 

"  Whaf  s  the  matter — ^what^s  the  to  do  here  9'^- . 
cried  a  cTustice  Woodcod^  ^^  What  are  ye  after  ? 
Tramp,  maoain ;  and  as  fiyr  yqu,  do-,  take  y ouirselT 
oflC^  •   '. 

J^ndrew  would  banre  iralked  awi^  relmked,  but  '* 
Moll  took  hold^  of  the  seeming  jnagistrate  hj  the 
cotft4ail^  exdaiming,  ^'  Is  this  a  proper  treatiii^Ht  *" 
of  tlk<fii|r:aGx,,  Justice  Woodcock?^  j  thoiurhf: 
you  had  been  a  better  man  in  ypur  day,  than  to 
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virtue,  so  wronged  hy  mtit  a  ora^' «.  pa'lHktov''' 
aiMii^iiiairickedwiolaednHhr:  '  t/. 

•*  Poor  M<^!  mictirhtt la»lie*dDnerte  yoirf^^ 
saidr'&e  Justibe.  -^ -    -      '    *^ 

"^  TVliat  has  bedoDer  ^x(£miied  M<%;  8^ 
ing-fitmi-oat  her  *leah;-  '^  HrfKw  lindooe  ine:i*    ^ 

%Aiidre#  was  ifttmdorsirtklr,^  iaai  hMsXaitwnfuM*" 
in^^ig^pi&t,  bat  -sa^  no^  firieiidljrim^t  in'the  * 
same  moment  Moll  dasped  hinr  in  het  maHf^mir^' 
pulling  out  his  watcV^sried,^  Tim  at  I^as^  ' 
procure  me  some  coBifiart.'^— ^Aad  in  potting  .the  - 
watch  into  h^  pocket,,  lahe  took  out  ha  bottl^ 
and  mdulged  in  another  sip. 

"  Softly,  Moll,^  said  Justice  W«odeoek,  ^  you  '^ 
must  give  me  the  watch.^ 

^  Oh  r  med  Andrew,  in  a  long  and  vfinrating 
tone  of  horror;  hut  suddenly  Biiistccuig<couriqpB| 
he  exclaimed,  ^^  As  sure  as  death,  sir,  this  is  as 
big  a  lie  as  ^¥^  Ckty  himsd  ckcldlu  OnfyiseAd 
tx  my  master,  Mr  VeUum,  and  hell  lesiificate,  ^ 
thi^I  am  a  poor  basest  lad,  of  cre^taUe  psrenu 
age>  just  come  frae  Sc<^iaid-«-Q,  what  1^  I  to 
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do  here !   Gie  me  nqr  vitdh,  I  tdl  you — gie 
my  w9Uh — dueresy  dderes  T 

The  earnest  Yigoiir  of  hnigs  with  whieh  he 
tcred  this  ryrhumtioii  rcgomided  thiooj^  all 
^cndid  rhamhfTs,  and  the  whole  muac  and  i 
limcnt  was  ni  a  mnment  glenoed  fay  the  all 
Andrew  in  the  same  instant  snatched  the  wj 
from  M0II9  who  wj^  then  in  the  act  of  handin 
to  the  Justice,  and  flying  off  amidst  a  upiversal 
taiact  of  langhtfTj  never  looted  behind  till  he 
out  of  breath,  and  safe  in  the  stieet 


I 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


AW  iirrrrAilKftf. 


HAsmiNtSFe  k»ie  u>  \m  losings  nith  die  ex-: 
peditioB  of  a  ^kttMjiieilt  flying  fr<Hn  justice,  An-i 
drew  was -undredsed,  and  over  head  and  ears  among 
tlie  bed-clothes,  befi>re  he  made  any  attempt  to  ral- 
ly his  scattered  senses.    In  this  situaticm  he  soon 
became  more  composed,  and  began  to  think  that 
he  had  perhaps  been  subjected  to  the  influence  of 
some  delusion.    He  had  heard  of  Johnny  Fa  and 
Lord  CasrilHs^  Lady»  and  of  mountebanks  casting 
glamour  in  the  eyes  of  their  spectaUnrs,  by  which 
blue-bottle  flies,  with  pins  at  their  tails,  are  made 
to  ^pear  in  the  shape  of  game-oocks,  drawing 
logs  erf*  timber;  and  he  was  not  aure  but^  that 
tome  such  slight  of  nmgic  had  been  practised  by 
the  play»8  on  himself. 
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This  first  effi:)rt  of  returamig  reason^  as  his  agi- 
tation ^bsided,  TTas  succeeded  by  a  still  more  jrii*- 
tionid  conclusion,  no  less  tlian  that  leaUyfae  did  not 
know  where  he  had  been,  and  therefore  it  would  be 
as  well  for  him  to  say  nothing  of  his  adventure 
next  morning  to  the  other  clei^s  in  the  office ;  and 
with  this  prudent  detenmnatkm,  be  said  hispray- 
ers  and  Ml  asleep. 

But  although  he  had  resolved  to  be  silent,  he 
ceuld  aot  divest  hisnlelfx^  a  certain  iadeacrihable 
£eeGng  of  anxiety  and  apprdftensiioQ  when  bewene 
to  the  detk  in  the  mjorning.  He^satdowu  without 
saying  a  word,  and  wrote  on  ^rith  more  than  lua 
wonted  asttduity,  while  his  companions  were  re^ 
t*ountiii^  to  each  other  their  eaqploits,  and  griimii 
tries,  and  strong  ale  dd)aucheries  at  the  CoaUiolcs 
ibd  Fimdi,  after  tke  :play. 

When  "Mt  Vellum  entKed  the  office,  the  souiui 
of  his  ti»&d  was  edioed  by  the  beatu^  (^  Andrew''^ 
heart ;  and  a  sensation  of  fear,  almost  as  painjGbil 
as  the  tenoifs  of  suspected  guiit,  tddc  possession  o£ 
our  heroes  whole  mind^  as  that  gendesnan  said  to 
hun  dryly^  ^  Well,  Wylie,  did  you  see  Mr  Ser-. 
vinal  last  night  ?"" 
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l^ed  Aadi^ew,  ^^  and  i  game  lum  tke  lella^"" 

^^  lladyou4Uiy  ooinvnstUB  wiA.l^ 
red  ihe  Solichor,  smmcd  at  &6  deifteiiljr  of/Afu 
dvew^ eva^n,  and intevested by  Utendent enw. 
baxtas^neiit* 

^  A  grdatrdcal)^  caidourbaio  kriddy ;  and  Aen 
he  faithfttlly  recounted  the  wfac^of  wha6  ke  com* 
oetved  to  be  the  bosmesa  |mt  of  the  amveEiation. 

Vdhim  c(miifl«nded  lus.  attentiim  and  memory, 
and  added,  ^  Did  yoa  siop  long  with  hha  P"^ 

^^  We  w^re  not  a  great  while  thegither^^  reir 
{^ed  An&^ew  with  &  agjb. 

I  hope  he  did  not  detain  you  l<mg; for  I  da 
diooae  that  my  young  men  should  ke^  late 
hours." 

''  It  will  be  my  endeavour  to  satisfy  yon,  sir,  in 
that  particular,  for  Fm  bo  fond  of  late  hours  my« 
sd;  they  are  Tory  bad  things,^  said  our  heio,  mo- 
calfy. 

^  Yes,"^  r^Eed  his  master ;  ^  and  London  is 
so  full  of  temptations  to  youdi  and  inezpefienoe." 

^  It^s  an  awfid  place,^  was  iitd  emphi^c  an^ 
swer. 


^6 
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^^  But  you  got  safe  home/after  pilrtiiag  from  the 
gentleman,'"  saSdMft  Vdkita. ' 

-  "Ay,"'  replied  Andrew  with  a  nod,  .as  if  he 
spoke  inwardlyr;  "ay,  I  got  safe  home.'" 

-  The  SolidJtor  could,  with!  difficulty,  keqp  his 
gravity ;  but  after  a  momentary  pauae^  he  leaked 
sharply  at  our  hero,  and  theii,i6  a^  jocular  tone, 
said,"  I  sus^peci,  WyBe,  you  were  ^aigaged  in 
Borneo  adventure  last  nighk.''  .        ' 

^'  I  fimey  every  body  m*y  meet  wi'  as  meiltle, 
and  do  nae  wrang  either,^  was  the  tfftswet  to  tlii^ 
home  question. 

"  Then  you  did  meei  with  something?"^  6aid 

his  master. 

.  '■  ^*  I  canna,  withmit  a  lie,  si^  I  .met  ^  nae^ 

thing."  ^  

:    "  But  what  was  it  ?^  inqu&ed  Ae  SohcitoT^  with 
fin  affected  tone  of  impatience. 
-  ^  '5  Tm  sure;  sir,  that's  no  an  ^a»y  question  to^^n-. 
swer ;  for  ye  ken  I'm  but  a  new  come  stranger  in 
:  London,,  and  a's  no  iM  thatV  ill  Ifte.'' 

.  ".  Then  I  presume. that  what  you  met  with  w^s 
fiDmethirig  you  thought  strange  ?'^ 
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**  I  dare  say,"^  rq^lied  Andrew^  '**  it  may.  no 
be  strange  hexe^  , 

^^  It  is  v^  extraordiaiiry  thai  you  reAise  to  tell 
liie  what  it  was*"*^ 

^^  ^e  refiise)  sir  P  exdaimed  Andrew ;  ^^  Vm 
^Hue  I  neTer  i^eAcsJMU^ 

**  ^hen  wiy  don't  you  «id«fy  me  P"^ 
r  ,  ^^  It>  baithmy  eameal  wish  and  interest,  sir,  to 
gie  you  the  fiilkst  saiii&etiaii  m  my  power,"^  re* 
pUed  oor  beep ;  and  he  looked  ait  hili  master  with 
such  an  air  of  simplicity,  that  Vellum  was  utterly 
«t  a  loss  whether  to  set  him  down  as  a  knave  or  a 
feol.  At  this  moment  one  of  Lord  Sandyford^s 
^Imrvants  entered,  with  a  card  from  his  Lordship, 
^requesting  Mr  Wylie's  company  to  dinner  that 
d&y.  Aiidl^  was  petrified-'-^he  grew  as  pale  as 
tishes,  and  trembted  ftom  head  to  foot,  totally  in* 
eapril^  of  compreheiiding  the  mystery  of  this  de* 
vice.  Vellum  amiled,  and  iaid,  ^f  I  Jiqpe  you  are 
not  engaged,  and  that  you  can  oblige  his.Lord« 
ship.^ 

^^  O9  am  sure,""  cried  our  hero^  panting,  ^'  Til  do 
ony  thing  in  the  woiM  to  oUige  my  Lord.*^ 
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:    The  fobtnum  was  aocoidiiigly  disinigsed 
a  card  to  the  Earl,  accepting  6f  Ae  invita 
f ^  You  are  a  fivrtunate  jmAy"^  aaid  Mr  Yd 
^^  to  hare  made  80  early  such  an  ehyiable  aequi 
tance."  

"  But,  sir,^' interrupted  Andrew,  "  wfaat> 
do,  for  I  hae  nae  (^aes^f&r  oiy  Lord's  oompai 
<  ^  Take  my  julvice,^  jsaid  hi»  master  gra^ 
«nd  with  sincerity, ^^  make  ao  change  in  you] 
pearance,  hut  only  he  carefbl  that  you  are  p 
^ularly  dean  and  neat.^ 

Mt  YeHum  was  more  in  the  secret  of  his 
venture  the  preceding  eveiiiiig  than  he  preten 
In  fact,  the  Solicitor  had  be6n  hiiiiself  at  the  i 
querade,  and  partook  of  the  Btenimebtwhich ' 
inoomparaUe  unknown^  occasioned,  as  The  M 
ingPost  called  Andrew,  in  de^Cnbing  the  ei 
tainment,  for  the  purpose  of  idvertisiiig  the 
voury  merits  of  the  cook  and  confectioner 
provided  the  isupper.. 

In  resuming  his  duty  at  the  desk,  Andrew  x 
veiled,  as  he  copied,  on  the  singuhirity  of  ha^ 
received  an  Invitation  to  dine  with  an  Earl ; 
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he  was  slirewd  encmgli  to  guess  that  it  could  nei* 
ther  be  on  account  of  his  learning,  his  rank,  mnr 
die  fitshion  of  his  appearance. 

The  invitstion  wMch  Andrew  W  received  fiom 
the  Earl  was  soon  known  among  the  other  clerics, 
and  their  firslnotion  led  them  to  fancy  that  he  was 
related  to  hi&  Lordship ;  they  began,  in  conse- 
^uence,  to  think  he  was  not,  after  all,  the  mean 
sort  of  half-witted  creature  which  they  had  hitherto 
thought  him,  but  an  eccentric  and  original  dia- 
racter.  This  idea  receiYed  something  ^e  con- 
firmation, when  one  of  them,  inquiring  in  i^bat  de- 
gree of  relationship  he  stood  with  the  Earl,  An- 
drew dryly  replied,  ^^  Really  I  canna  say,  but  I 
believe  weVe  sprung  of  the  same  stock.'^ — Some  of 
the  more  knowing,  however,  began  to  suspect  that 
it  possibly  n^ht  be  on  account  of  his  odd  and  sin- 
gular ai^pearance ;  and  thi^  his  Lordship,  in  con- 
ferring the  honour  of  the  invitation,  slyly  intend- 
ed to  amude  his  own  friends,  by  showing  off  the 
curiosity  f— -a  shrewd  suspicion,  characteristic  of 
that  precocious  knowle^e  of  the  world,  which  is 
one  of  the  chief,  if  not  the  very  chief  itself,  of  all 
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the  peculiarities  of  the  metnqpolitan  youth,  e 
cuJly  of  that  sharp  and  pert  tribe  of  them,  ^ 
like  the  imps  that  infest  the  road  leading  to  P 
dise,  chafter,  firisk,  and  flutter  in  the  avenue 
the  tribunals  of  justice. 
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A  DIIINZIR  PAfttY. 


Ahpkew  having  proTided  himsdf  with  the  mU 

diem  of  SandyforcUHoose,  was  at  the  door  as 

punctually  as  die  dodc  went  the  h^Hir,    .The 

knocker,  at  that  moment,  seemed  to  him  .too  p^m- 

derous  for  his  hands  to  raise,  and  after  pausing 

finr  about  hal^a-nunitte.  to  recover,  courage,  he 

tapped  with  his  knudde,  to.amuHittoe.  his  claim 

f&t  admission.    The  porter,  a  saucy,  corpulent 

fellow,  opened,  and  demanded;  njiat  he  wanted. 

^^  I  am*  come  to  get  my  dinner  with.  my.  Lord,"^ 

was  the  re^dy.    The  oomer  of  John.  SwelTs  lips 

crooked  of  tlidbrown  accord  downward,  into  an  ex* 

pression  of  ineffiitile  eontempt  and  exdusion,  when, 

fortunately,  the  footman  who  had  carried  the  in* 

vitation  to  VeHum'^s,  happened  to  come  into  the 

f2 
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hall,  and,  recognizing  our  hero,  conducted  hiin  iqi 
stairs  to  the  drawing^romn,  where  the  other  guests^ 
with  the  Eari  and  Countess,  were  wfdting,  in  ex- 
pectation of  his  approach. 

Alldrew  was  agitated  and  con&sed ;  but,  in  as- 
cending the  stwrs,  he  recovered  sufficient  presence 
of  nlind'to  enable  him  to  observe  ihat  the  hou^e 
was  the  same,  which,  on  lihe  preceding  ni^t,  he 
had  believed  was  one  of  t^e  theatres ;  and  the  idea 
«uddcstly  flashed  upcmbiin,  that  he  owed  ^be^  ho* 
nour  vt  the  invitation  to  die  simplicity  of  his  Seof^ 
tish*  manners  and  appearinc&     The  servant  whe 
sh^ed'him  the  way,  had  observed  Ms  cosdFiiBion, 
stnd  when  Andrew  paused,  as  tfcis  notion  came 
across  faii^  mind,  he  c^ncdved  hitn  to  be  ovor* 
whelmed  widi  diffidaice,  and  stopped  also,  with  a 
sneer^  being  awarerof -die  motives  whidi  had  indur 
ced  his  master  to  ihvkefaim^  to  dinner;  But  a  mo^ 
mentis  reflection  set  all  tliingsLrighfi  widi  our  he^ro  j 
and  he  seaned,  to  the  sauey/Valbt,  .to  ^undckgo  a 
niarVelious-iransmtttiktion)  ftom  eai  awhward  vul<« 
gar  boy,  into  lad  «asry  andvcondSdent  gottleman. 
He  ac[\^no6d  towards  the  door  of'the  dftawing^ 
room  with  as  light  a  «tc{>,imd  aa  cheeriul  a  conn* 
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tenwfi^e,  as  he  ever  i^pxpached  the  cottage  of  his 
sehootmaafeer  with^the  cbat  -and  jokes  of  the  vil- 
lage^  end  vas  usimed  into  the  splendid- tx^mpany 
without  feeling  the  lightest  embaniMsment ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  went  fiirwasd  in  that  agreeable 
state  of  self-possession^  which  a  man  feels  when  he 
knows  it  is  in  his  power  to  dispaase  pleasure. 
Lord  Sandyfoxd,  who  possessed  an  acute  percqw 
lion  of  the  latent  poweif  of  character)  percpyed^ 
by  the  change^  on  tihe  instant  he  threw  his  eyes 
on  him  as  the  door  opened,  that  he  was  not 
the  oitire  simple  oddity  whidi' jie  had  st  first 
imsgined,  and  hmnediatdy  went  towards'tiim,  anif 
diook  him  by  the  htod,  in  a  manner  that  raised 
him  at  once,  as  it  were,  into  the  equality  and 
looting  of  a  friend. 

«  Mr  Wylie,^  said  his  Lordship,  « I  ought  to 
apologise  for  the  freedom  wUjch  I  have  taken 
with  you." 

^*  Say  nae  mair  about  it,  my  Lord,*'  interrupt- 
ed Andrew;  '"**  1  maun  pay  for  my  experience  of 
die  world  as  irecl  asmy  betters ;  but  it  was  m  aw. 
fn*  thing  thou{(fa.*'     ' 

This  simide  reply  was  received  as  original  hu* 


^aur»  «%d  miH^  inmsed'  the  htgMH(0d  msem^ 
^ag^  both  by  its  gu$t0  Md  ftmiiAftrkyv  Sir  Ti^ 
^kotky  Ki^cke^^  tbexwaoifloeUri  wIk^  was  of  the 
party,  ^^da^  it  m^tf^  a  h'Tmi^s^ 
,  When  tliey,  had  d^^^^ded  %0i  thci  ^i^Bg^^oia, 
the  .ladies  w^ire  purtigvl^i^y  Mxm^m,  to .  ^h^are^  our 
hero  ainong;l;b0mi;  hut  h^  put4i^  ^  to  the  ccp^ 
trpyersy^  by;t^Jk^g.the  8^  of  hoi^pur  hi^W€fyi 
the  I)y.phe^ ,  of,  Dashij^gw^Il  ^4  tbj?  C^mitcssa. 
who,  iiji4©peR4e?it«of  iJicair  r^,.¥er^.4|ie^^T?fq  fi« 
Best  wpme^  ii^the  roQia^.H^  griiee  wa^  a J^M^he, 
^[>en-teixii)^ed,c}^;i^ac<^r^  t|La|;.c<|cdd'^i?:y  a  jdt^* 

a^gr^$  a  Jt^ug^h,  V  wy^My:  of  hfii^^^?? 

f  During  dmnef)  Botihi][^^f(»r^309EKe  tjffi^  particu- 
briy  oecurred.  A^^^w,,  mth,  a ,  ,qui4^k.'and  cun-. 
ning  eye,  observed  the  etiquettes,  of  tl{^  table,  as 
they;  we^e  performed  by  others,,  find,  acquitted 
himself  without  cosuptting-  aiiy  extraordinary^ 
breach  of  the  wanted  ceremonials;  in  this  ye^ 
spect^  he  was  uideed  .spf^^iar  to  mai^,  a  scion  of 
nobility^-froin  Eton  or,  OxfpridL  -  The  pDuciiefs  pf 
P^]ed  him  on  in  conYf^sat^n,.aqd  )^  jaaid  a  ^aum-^ 
her  of  droll  and  naif  things,  whiqh  were  reoexve^ 
^8  bo^  mots  o£  the;  in^st,  racy^^rqijii:.    Peah  of 
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laughter  Ixire  tettknany  to  ftll  the  iMmse  widi 
what  guoee^  he  mstaiiied-  hut  character,  and  as 
the  wine  i^oiMlted  his  eoitfideace  rose.  Before  the 
cBd  of  the'seeond  counie  he  was  m  h^  glee,  and 
perfectly  at  h&  ease ;  htsoimidr,  that  the  very  ser- 
vants in' attendance  coidd  with  difficulty  maintatn 
^reqmsitetadtiirttdecorhnii^thenroffibe.  But 
all  restraint  bf  duty*,  ]^la6e,  and-drcuinstance,  wert 
in  the  end  overwhelmed^  when,  in  reply  t6  an  in- 
vitation f5rorf  her  €ltace,*  to  taki  wine  with  hier, 
he  exclaimed,  "  Na,  Ikddies,  if  ye  gar  me'Arink 
at  this  rate,  the  whae  %iH  be  running  in  niy  head, 
and  111  he  kitl&ig  ycmtin  ye  keckle  Gt  a's  done ; 
so  look  to  l&e  consequences.^ 

Lord  Sandyford  eiijoyed  die  scene  ^th  a  re- 
fish  to  whidi  he  had  long  been  a  strangefr ;  but 
the  Countess  was  &e  least  afiectedf  of  the  whole 
pwty  1^  the  simjdidey  or  ^Ae  art  of  Ancfrew.  Her 
I^idyship,  however,  masntained  throiighcmt  the 
evening  a  graceful-  pn^ety,  tHat^  admirably  be- 
c»me  hbt  station.  She^  stidom  condescended  to 
laugh ;  stSI,  'at  tinges,  a  pleasant,  ringing,  che^rfol 
sound  came  fiMHiL  Uer  heart,  thi&  shewed'she  could 
enjoy  the  pleasanAxies  df*li^  as  jocundly  as  her 

14 
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mnghkRni  On  ike^  ooctooos,  htr  loxd  woukl 
look'BtheK^asif  BtarlkdbyMBieuiiespe^^  tiott 
o|^p)«a9iire,  iKit  in  a  mom^t  lier  hilm^  was  rap«- 
pressed,  and  ihe  ^$sb  at  Obld  aiidfonatfd'^i^  b^fiyre. 
Tbe  ev^nibg'e  etttfiartaimnent^iiad,  hevreveTV  ge* 
qtsatty  tbe.efflbdt  lof  in^irntg.  tli^e  £srl  with  « 
gral:^4  C^elK)^  tawaeds .  Andt^ir ;  i&r  i^ia  one  of 
Iba  blested  conaeqiiaicea  of  Jbeasftylao^iter,  to 
atit  into  odian  aK  tte  kindly  hnmoun  of  the 
nond;  and  his  Loiddiip  detennmed  to  have  hina 
Ibr  his  £reqmnt  gnest  The  redt  of  die  lemnpai^, 
pactxeolarly  tlie  Dndiess  of  B.5  xmb  scaro^  less 

ddlghted  ndtii  Juieeoec^nckies^  aiid  when,  after 
retimmig  to  the  drawing^zocin,  she  peri^tuided  him 
to  smgy  he'ftidy  wbn'her  !heart,  and  was  ehos^ot 
a  Tegular  invitant  to  aU  her  parties  for  the  winter. 
Indeed)  to  do  hiin  jostice,  m  the  choice  of  hia 
song  he  disjAayed  equal  taste  and  judgment,  and 
the  execution  was  wortSiy  of  the  dioice.  His 
wng  wiis  that  ludicrona  enoniezation  of  goods  and 
chattels,  begjmring  widi  ^^  My  father  wf  his  dee* 
ing  breath,^  in  the  performance  of  ^hich,  flushed 
with  the  Tuscan,  he  addressed  himaelf  so  eagerly 
to  her  Grace,  snapping  his  fingers  witii  exulta* 
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tiim,  and  nodding  and  winking,  that  she  iraa  ob- 
liged  to  throw  heredf  on  a  sofa,  holding  both 
her  sides,  excliumijig,  *^  For  the  love  of  Heaven, 
8tq>  him— «top  him,  or  I  shall  die  r 

The  sagacity  with  whieh  Andrew  had  tfans  im^ 
proved  the  first  impression  of  his  peculiarities, 
taught  him  instinctively  to  choose  that  happy  mo- 
menr  ttn  taking  leave,  when  the  eSbet  he  had  pro-> 
dooed  was  livdliestv  At  the  «nd  of  his  seng  he 
aeoorduigly  sprang  icway,  ^as  if  he  had  suddenly 
secril^eted  himselfy  crying,  ^^^Meg^  me,  whai 
am  I  about,  daffing  4ill  this  time  heve,  when  I  hM 
got  a  codicil  tooc^y^e^n  dyteg  man'*  last  wiQ  and 
testament  r  And  with  4hat,  giving  a  lodioiettr 
nod  for  a  bow,  he  ran  down  staiifs^  and- hastened 
hone. 


:  1    .  :,  /■,  . 
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CHAPTER  XVIL 


BOKEOWIXG. 


Tbb  fixBt  winter  dniB  passed  vith  ourliera 
manner  that  most  yoong  mok  vonld  have  de< 
enviable,  and  thcpnidentiq;ardBd  as  fiaugfat 
danger  to  Ids  fittnie  fiirfmie ;  but  his  simpl 
remained  invincflde  to  the  blandUunents  of ; 
soie,  and  the  steriing  worth  of  his  innate  chi 
ter  raised  him  more  and  moKe  in  the  estimati< 
Lord  Sandyford. 

One  morning,  on  going  to  chambers,  he  f) 
Mr  Vellimi  thoughtfol  and  vexed.      He 
been,  on  the  preceding  evening,  engaged 
money-lenders,  relative  to  an  additional  n 
gage,  which  was  immediately  required  for 
Earl,  and  the  negodation  had  not  been  sati 
tpry.     The  money  was  obtained;  but  on 
terms,  that  he  was  almost  afiraid  to  communi 
them  to  his  Lordship,*— not  that  he  had  any 
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Bcm,  ftoin  hia  experioice-of  the  £«rrs 
and  tesapeif  to  apprebaid  that  his  Lordship  would 
trouble  himself  finr  a  moment  on  the  subject ;  but 
hefdt  as  a  man  of  biisii^ss^  that  he  had  not  been 
so  hi^ypy  in  his  numagement  as  on  other  similar 
occasions^    . 

After  sitting  some  time^  turning  over  the  me- 
moranda of  the  transaction,  and  casdng  about  in 
his  thoughts  for  what  he  should  say  to  the  Earl, 
he  happened  to  look  towards  the  desk  where  An* 
drew  was  earnestly  emj^oyed  at  his  vocatiori,  his 
little  round  smooth-haifd  head  followiiig  his  pen 
as  if  it  was  slowly  iroDing  on  the  paper ;  and  it 
occurred  to  him,  that  perhaps  no  fitter  envoy  could 
be  employed  in  the  business  than  the  droll  and 
uncouth  oddity  before  him.  From  what  had  al- 
ready taken  place  between  him  and  the  Earl,  the 
humour  and  peculiarities  of  Andrew  seemed  likely 
to  render  the  communication  less  disagreeable  to 
his  Lordship,  than  his  own  dry  and  regular  me- 
thod (^explaining  the  circumstances,  tod  he  sum- 
moned him  at  once  firom  the  desk. 

*'  You  must  go,  Wylie,^  said  he,  "to  Lord 
Saudyford  with  these  papers.  They  contain  some 
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mtMn  mpeecbg  i^  loaa  of  twenty  idiousttid 
fiffiiiidft'kbBt  XliaVe  pnfcued  fisr  his  Lor^ship,^ 
.    ^^  Tw^Bt^  (hiuMadjKniiidf  !««*b«no'tanOBey  V* 
exdakned  Andrew.   But  his  master,  without  no-* 

wil)  tell  bim,  that  it  lesdly  could  not  be  obtained 
on  bettev  4enB8>i  tfaliV  '^  fact,  nt^nreaent  every 
thitig  ia  the  ^ky^ia  dsanied  by  an  inatalmttit  of 
die  gevennnest  leaa;  atid  money  can  only  be 
raised  ivith  ihe  utmost  dxfieulty^  audxm  tetm  I 
am  afanoat  sahamed  to  state." 

.  ^  I  wdsh^^-*!  wifthy"^  aaid  A&dcew^  >  that  my 
htkdjoBjhmiisbieffA^  twenty  tbauaaad^Kiundi 
a\at  aace.;  aaid  wastmg  bait^  at  faeok  and  manger, 
m^  bardie  leddin  and^wbuUgig  fool-fieUows  atytm 
gait". 

VeUum  was  folding  up  the  papers  while  our 
hero  made  this  obs^atien ;  and  a  Kttle  relieved 
ftom  bis  anidety  by  having  select^  bim  for  his 
minister,  said  jocularly^  ^^  ^ou  may  as  well  ^tre 
fais  Lord^bip  a  word  c^  advice  on  the  sulgect^ 
Wylie,  if  you  find  him  In  the  bumoori^ 

'^  Atw^eel  m  no  gradge  to  do  that,^  replied 
Andrew  seriously ;  ^^  for  he^s  a  fine  man>  and  his 


o>r  mticlde  ta^eoi  np  ^iffUBL  K§  *'F>9  that 
my  Lotd  ttnd  lier  ^Kmm  dncir  diegithsr  ao  wed  at 
ooaid  be  wtiiad.^ 

VdtUB  was  attorded  by  lUi  Moank,  and  look- 
ing  earmsdy  and  ifiqriiMreljr  at  Awkm^  aaid^ 
^  Have  yoa  faeaid  aayddag  abaat  thttn  f^ 

*^  Me  beat  mbouii  dtem  !~Wl»t  O0«U  I  iMr 
about  tbem?  I  ken  nobo^  that'^a  aoqoaibt 'vjf 
onyo^diemaaveyoiBtiad;  boti  bam tva bidea in 
my  bead,  and  aa  many  lOBddwsnB^'I  can  besrinn 
at  tbe  ane,  and  keek  out  at  tbe  idniv'  and  leam 
wbat'iB  gatm  on  in  t&e^iraild,  jfoast  aa  ▼€«!  aa  idler 
ftlL--.My  Leddy,  Mr  VaQam,  u  mair  ipeel  teed 
in  the  pazley-voo  el3rle  Co  ber  gndemao,  than  s 
kindly  wife  should  be,  and  my  Lordfaahea  bX  her 
formality  .'^  • 

'  ^^  Yon  are  a  atrange  cftatnre,  or  I  am  mis- 
taken,"'^id  VeUnm,  aalfebanded  him  die  papets  ; 
^^md  I  hope  you  ^  not  Umdar  a  diis  bosi- 
heas.** ' 

Andrew,  as  h^  reecn^^  dicm,  asanred  hisiaaa^ 
ier,  that  be  might  dfepttid  he  would  do^  best 
enddavom^  1x>th  to  gbe^him  andthe'^^kdl:  aatis* 
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fiKtkm ;  mi;  taking,  his  hat,  hastened  to  S^ndy* 
ford-house^  where  he  wi^  iinix^diately  admitted. 

"What !  WyHe,  are  yow  salt  T  cried  his  l^ord- 
ship,  somewhat  surprised  when  ota  h^rp  entered. 
/  "  For  lack  o^  a  bcftter,hand9  my  Lord,  the  mas- 
tffi  bade.me  tak  divir  paqpers  to  your  Lordship>  and 
to  tell  you,  that  he  was  Vera  sqsrry  he  couldnd  gel 
the  siller  on.  ony  thing  like  Christiaii  terms  at  tliia 


lime.'' 


.  His  Lordship  smiled^  saying,  <^  I  thought  he 
knew  that  I  neveir  expected  it  on  anything  like 
Christian  terms.'' 

"  "  It^s  a  great  soom,  my  Iiord,"  resumed:  An<* 
drew,  looldiig  at  the  Eart  £9om  under  his  farow^  ; 
"  and  maun  hae  ta'en  a  hantle-o'  gathering  and 
gripping  to  make  it  up ';  and  it'«  a  sair  pity  that 
it  winna  last  lang  wi'  your  Lordship." 

The  Earl,  at  this  address,  laid  the  papers  on 
the  table,  and  begged  Andrew  to  be  seated, 

"  What  were  you  obsemng,  Mr  WyKe,  about 
the  money  ?^  said  his  Lordship,  when  Andrew 
had  seated  himself  aloof  firdm  the  taUe. 

"  I  was  just  saying,  sir,  my  Lord,  that  twenty 
thousand  pounds  is  a.  dreadfiil  soom  of  money. 
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If 8  a  ihousand  poundsA-year,  my  Lord,  at  iner« 
chanf  8  rate,  o**  dead  loss.'^ 

"  It  is  8o,  Wylie ;  but  what  then  P" 
^^  Nae,  a8  to  the  what  then  o^  the  businesSr'" 
cried  Andrew,  in  some  dqgree  lightened  in  hifl 
spirit,  ^^  thaf  8  your  Lorddiip^s  look  out  But  I 
canna  bear  to  see  an  honedt  gentleman  riding  bel- 
ter skelter  straight  on -to- a  broken  brig,  and  no 
gie  him  warning.*" 

-  *^  This  is  at  least  somi^tliiBg  new,^  said  the 
Earl-  to  himself,  a  iktle  interested,  a|id  with  a 
kindly  excitein^t  of  sensibdity  towards-his  fiaaid ; 
and  he  then  added,  ^^  I  am  eertainly  obliged  to 
you,  Wylie.'* 

"  Ye>e  Kane  ol)Mgated  to  me,*"  cried  Andrew ; 
^^  it's  the  part  o'  honesty  to  let  you  ken  the  road 
ye're  in;  but,  as  Bums  says  to  the  de'il,  ^O 
would  ye  tak  a  thought  and  menV  (oi  really,  my 
L«drd,  I^  wae  foft  you— a  man  o'  your  d^ee  can 
laeither  work  nor  wakit,  and  what  will  become  o' 
you  when  a'sgane  to  a'  P  111  tell  you  what  it  is, 
my  Lord,  before  I  would  be  binging  ae  millstone 
about  my  neck  after  anither  in  this  gut,  I  would 
take  a  rung,  and  thrash  every  ane  o**  your  het  and 
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o^  ihetiSH'^nA  <f  di«  ^het  dio^^inipbTef^  that  tte 
eating  your  0ut'Of  faoilee  and  hall,  bat  I  vbuid  let. 
liMn  4ai  ^Irt;  twenly^  ^lutmiaadi  pounds  are  w  as 
HUieypAikft'  Si^5  idjr  Loc4  if  ye'U  believe  me^ 
dme'wfta'M  aesi^le  ane/^'a' that  fool  antic 
mob  of  IsAerou  ai4  meney-andiewB^  devoiuriAg 
Ae  ^aabs  moxe  ham  tiie  itbtr  b^  t  vi'  their  gaU 
lanting,  that  would  gie  your  Lorddup  a  bairbie 
fixriaiild>kiigsiy3ift>  if  yenrerej^ekiiig  your  meat 
fta^'doc^  to  dboE,  in  acaald  nintcsr^  day,  wi^  the 
diap  at  ydur  mAh  ^^  ^  tenrin  yoor  ee,  and 
no  ^  handfti\  na  eveit  a  canld  potatoe^.  in  your 
meat-pock.^ 

^^  The  pioture  is  mmgy""  emd  the  Earl  empha- 
tically ;  ^^  but  it  is  not  without  flome  true  portrait 
ture.    What  would  you.  advise  me  to  do  ?^ 

"  It  would  be^oiit  of  a^  bounds  oi*  discreti<Bi  £om 
me  to  advise  your  Lordship,"^  rcfdied  cast  heaei^ 
^^  Fm  only  speakii^  o^  what  I  wovld  da  myael ; 
but  ihea  Fm  neillier  a  lord  nor  a  mamed  maii.^ 

"  Yes,  Wylie,  yes ;  you  are  righu  The  Imd 
and  th($  married  man  are  two  serious  consideYa* 
tions,^  said  the  Earl^  a  little  pensively. 


iDft&oiriifa'  1^ 

^*  Ane  of  them^^  ^eried  Andrew  briddy,  *^  i$ 
bid  enough;  but  tbe  tw«  mtk^  A  caae  that  would 
puzzle  Solomon  bkofleL"  HoMopitifer^  dr^  iqr 
Loid,  I  can  tdl  you  ae  thing)  and  ibnk  h,  rtdde 
therairelled  dim  wi^ttiy  I^eddy^^HdaihUiii  bailli. 
you  and  her  wiH  ean'tpare  fom# a^  ibe ^08t  and' 
eollay  that  ycr^4it  ferMTUigiin«ilQiJe>  tbeeai« 
o^  dishes  and  dnnlo^g  decartws-^dial  o'er  eAs* 
garmsh  your  taUe.^ 

.  The  Earts  odour  mmA  and  eante'doting  this 
speech;  hk eyes,  at  ^eiSreedoBcref  the  alluoon 
tp  Lady  Saaityfin*^  flashed'  with  lad^nadeff,  but 
it  was  only  for  a  mament*  When  Andrew  paused^ 
his  countenance  was  settled^  and  he  said  in- an 
easy  tcme,^  ^^  You  ham,  I  lUnk,  Wylie,  but  a  poor 
opinion  of  my  guests*^ 

*^  The  folk  are  weeleneuf^ ;  but  a&  your  Lord^ 
drip^esres  sae  Ettte^abou^them,  I  winder  how  ye 
cm  berftshed  tR*  sic  like.^ 

^  How  do  you  know  that  I  care  litde  about 
diem  ?^  said  the  Earii,  half  amused,  but  sqrprised 
at*  the  remark. 

^<  As:  the  aold  sang  rii^,'*  said  Andrew, 
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« *  Them  that  gaiit 

Something  wailt, 

Skdep,  meat^  or  nxaking  o*. 


a> 


And  yell  ^xeiise  my  freedom,  sir,  my  Xiord, 
hat  I  hfive  s^ea,  mair  than  <mce  or  twice,  tbat 
your  Lprdi^bi^  Was  no  in  a'  vera  Satisfied  situa^ 
tkm,  notwithd^lMidiiig  the  merriment  and  daffing 
around  you.*" 

"  How  ?*cwedtl]pe  Earl,  and  bit  his  lips.  "But, 
Wyli^  what  makes  you  suppose  that  thiere  is  what 
you  call  a  raveUed  skein  between  tae  Ntmd  Lady 
^andyford.'" 

The  jocular  tone  ih  which  his  Lordship  utter- 
ed tliis  sentence,  was  calculated  to  throw  Andrew 
oft'  his  guard ;  but  it  produced  no  change  in  the 
earnest  simplicity  with  which  he  was  end6avour- 
ipg  to  Ailfil  the  ordors  he  had  received  from  1^ 
master,  with  respect  to  reconuadending  economy  to 
the  Earl. 

"  I  meant  no  offence,^  repUed  Andrew  respect- 
fully ;  "  Imt  I  thought  the  best  Way  for  your 
Lordship  to  begin  to  retrench,  would  be  by  trying 


to  do  mih  as  little  compttiy  as  pomiUe ;  and  if 
my  Leddy  might  be  brought  to  the  same  way  of 
thinkiiig,  it  would  be  ablidie  thingfor  you  baith."^ 

Andrew  paused,  isr  he  obsefrred  a  doud  pan^ 
ing  over  the  EarFs  es^^ssiye  counteBmce^  a^ 
a  mutual  dlenee  for  some  time  ensued;  during 
which,  his  Lorddiip  rose  and  wallced  towaards  the 
window.  Our  hero  also  left  his  chair,  and  was 
itanding  on  the  io<^  to  make  Us  bow  of  learf e^ 
when  the  !Earl  turmd  round.  ^^  Wyfie^  said  Ma 
Lordship  playftilly,  ^^  can  you  i^eak  c£  trees,  from 
the  cedar  that  is  in  Lebaron^  even  imto  the  hys- 
sop that  springeth  out  of  the  wall  ?^ 

^^  It^s  no  right  o^  your  Lordship,^  repfied  Ax^ 
drew  seriously,  ^^  to  make  a  fo<d  o*  die  Kblr  by 
likening  me  to  Kin^  Sdiomon,  the  wisest*  man 
that  ever  was  in  the  world  \  so.  I  widi  your  LodU 
ahip  a  vera  good  ftiomingw  But  hae  ye  ony  thing 
to  say  to  Mr  Vellum  an^at  die  twenty  thousand 
pounds?^ 

<<  What  can  1  have  to  say  ?— I  wanted  the  mo- 
ney-^-hehas  got  it — and  I  doubt  not  has  made  the 
best  bittgain  in  ids  power ;  so  take  back  the  pa- 
pers^ and  tell  hink  to  prepare  the  deeds.'^ 

VOL.  I.  a 
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_  "  Sii>  i6y  Lord,^  cried  Andrew;  petrified,  ^"^  yc 
hae  iiev^  Ipokit  at  the  papers." 

.  The  Eurl  slmled,  and  st^pmg  towards  the  ta^ 
ble,  gathered  tliem  up  and  counted  them ;  he  then 
placed  them  in  Andrew'^s  hands,  and  said,  '^  I  have 
looked  quite  as  much  at  them  as  I  wish  to  do.*" 

Andrew  shook  his  head  as  he  received  the  papers, 
and  for  a  moment  looked  compassionately  at  the 
Earl.  There  was  something  in  the  motion  and 
the  look  that  p*oduced  an  electrical  vibration  at 
the  heart  of  his  Lordship,  and  as  our  hero  moved 
towards  the  door  and  retired,  he  followed  him  with 
his  eye ;  and  even  after  the  door  was  dosed,  still 
he  continued  for  several  minutes  to  gaze  ia  that 
direction. 

^^  I  have  hitherto  lived  among  machines,'^  aaid 
the  Earl,  in  iBdliloquy,  moving  from  the  spot,  and 
throwing  himself  carelessly  on  a  sofa ;  ^^  but  this 
is  a  human  being ;  it  has  brains,  in  which  thought 
rises  naturally  as  water  wells  from  the  ground,  the 
wholesome  element  ci  temp^ance ;  it  has  a  heart 

too  ;  and  in  this  little  discourse  has  shewniBipre 
joi  man  than  ifll  the  bearded  bipeds  I  have  ever 

met  with.  What  am  I  to  him,  that  he  should  take 
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such  brotherly  interest  in  my  desolation  ?  and  how 
should  he  know  that  it  is  caused  by  my  wife  ? 
My  wife ! — ^What  wife  ?— I  have  no  wife ;  scarcely 
so  much  of  one  as  Othello  had  when  he  had  slain 
the  gentle  Desdemona.^  And  in  sajring  these 
words,  his  Lordship  rolled  his  head  over  towards 
the  back  of  the  so&,  and  covering  his  fiice  with  his 
handk^chief,  lay  seemingly  asleep. 


CHAPTER  XmL 


The  Ead  of  SMdtFfind  ra  a  <Mlf  dukL 

hmus  and  citafto.     The  C^mabemy  lui  motb 

vas  one  of  dioae  land  of  icspectaUe  ladBes,  w] 

at  dieir  exit  from  the  slageof  fife,  aie  dedar 

in  die  cibitaary  of  the  newsp^en,  to  have  be 

of  the  nalme  of  pevls  and  fndoos  stones— -* 

naments  to  their  sex.     Her  hiwhand  heqiieatl] 

to  her  the  principal  directiim  of  his  son^s  edm 

tion.    The  yom^  Lord  was  the  hut  of  his  i 

mediate  line,  and,  in  the  event  of  d^^ing  withe 

issue,  the  estates  and  titles  derolTed  on  the  i 

mote  descendant  of  some  coBateral  ancestor.  T] 

Dowager  feb  it  no  less  her  duty,  on  ibis  accoul 

to  cultiTate  his  affectbns  finr  the  domestic  virtttc 
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m  Older  thftt  lie  might  be  earty  induced  to  form 
a  suitable  matrimonial  comiezion,  than  tofnovide 
an  the  pnqper  «id  requisite  means  for  the  deve- 
l^mient  of  his  talents  and  the  formation  of  a  cha- 
racter, which,  &be  iras  persuaded,  irould  reflect 
lustre  on  his  country. 

With  this  view,  his  education  was  entirely  do- 
mestic; but  conducted  by  masters  ^ninentlyquik- 
lifibd,  tiB  he  reached  his  sixteendi  year,  when  he 
was  sent  to  coHege.  The  Countess,  at  the  Samie 
time^  asisajduously  preserved  an  oldintimaiy  inth 
the  AvMside  £unityy  the  daugklefes  of  which  pre- 
mised to  excA  their  mother,  who^had  been  one  of 
the  mo($t  cdcbrated  beiui^ies  of  her  day  >  andwhose 
many  amiable  qualities  were  fkr  dearer  in  the  re- 
collection of  heir  Mends,  than  the  cburms  of  her 
person^  or  the  ^aces  of 'her  mahnars.  She  died 
while  her  dilldren  were  all  young ;  but  in  the 
Marquis,  their  fa^er,  it  was  thoi^t  they  had  a 
wise  aadexc^Uei^  protector.  Unfortunately,  how- 
ever, after  her  death,  he  devoted^  hunsc^j^  ks  he 
said,  wtnrely  to  pubHc  bumness,  and  left  them  ifi 
the  baada  of  lured  instsructors,  who  were  only  ta- 
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jdoxxs  tliat  ibcy  should  be  distmguifliied  tor  the 
el^ance  cf  their  external  aequiremadts. 

In  tlie  coinrse  of  this  intimacy,  the  Coimtess 
had,  in  due  tune,  die  satisfaction  to  observe  that 
Lady  Augusta,  the  eldest,  began  to  interest  the 
youthfiil  admiration  of  her  ^Hm ;  and  it  socm  be- 
cione  an  undmrstood  thmg,  among  die  respective 
'fiiends  of  the  two  families,  that,  when  his  Lord- 
>8hip  came  <^  age,  a  marriage  woiikl  in  all  proba- 
bBity  takej^ace. 

'    We  shall  not  dwell  on  intcwenhig  eummstan- 
ces ;  Lord  Sandyfidid  at  college  was  allowed  to 
possess  talents  oi  a  very  high  otder<     The  most 
sanguine  expectations  were  formed  of  him  l^  bis 
acquaintance;  but  some  ofih^n  differed  as  to  the 
department  in  which  he  was  likdy  t6  excel.  The 
•ambitious,  who  judged  of  Inn  by  his  oceasidnal 
animation,  predicted  diat  he  would  exalt  the  poli- 
tical renowiti  of  his  comitry ;  but  those  who  most 
esteemed  the  milder  movements  of  Us  chairacter, 
cherished  the  hcfpe,  <hat  his  geniuB  woidd  add  to 
her  more  permanent  glory  in  the  (piiet  pursuits 
of  a  fiterary  life.    Both  parties  were  equally  di»- 
appointed. 
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Lady  Augusta  Spangle  was  &  many  respects 
the  nsflex-of  hen  accomplished  lover.  She  was 
not  only  endowed  with  great  beauty,  but  m  edit- 
dation,  conducted  with  admirable  skiU  to  bring 
out  all  &e  diowy  porticmBof  her  character  in  their 
Purest  ftrms  and  Ureliest  cdours,  had  adorned 
h^  with  many  el^pmciM,  afanoet  as  fiiscinaring 
ai  that  charming  simjj^city  with  winch  Nature 
delights  to  set  at  defiance  the  graceful  endeavours 
of  art.  .  She  was  not  witty,  nor  did  she  possess 
any  of  that  sunniness  of  mind,  which  beams  out 
in  the  smiles  of  good  humoiur;  but  heriqiothegms 
had  oftm  the  force  of  wisdom,  aiid  someidmes  the 
brilliancy  as  wdl  a&  the  barb  of  satire*  It  was 
impossible  to  see  her  without  a&niratioa ;  but 
there  was  a  systonatical  decorum  in  h^  deport- 
ment, whidi  (KimnishedAe  de%ht  that  her  sin- 
^gulaar  beauty  was  naturally  calculated  to  iasfixe. 
.  She  had,  in  &ct,  been  educi^ed  &r  the  macket 
of  fiisfaion,  and  deludodiiy  the  sardid  maxims  of 
Mrs  Harridan,  ta  whom  the  care  of  her  youth 
had  been  ui^rtonalely  entmsted^  she  belieyed 
that  the  main  olyeet  tn  the  life  of,a  y4mng  wp^ 
inm  c£  fanjc^  is.to  obtain  an  establishment  beoo- 
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ming  die  dignity  of  ha:  fiunSy.  ^^  Mw,^  as  that 
antiquated  artificer  of  maimers  would,  often  say 
to  her  pupls,  ^^  are  all  either  mercenary  or  capri- 
cious ;  and  the  daught^  of  a  dukci  if  she  is  not 
rich,  and  few  of  them  are  so,  has  no  chance  of 
marrying  accorduig  to  her  condition,  unless  she 
render  herself  interesting  to  the  vanity  of  such 
noblemen  as  can  afford  to  indulge  their  fiuicies  in 
the  choice  of  a  wife.*"  Lady  Augusta  gave  cre- 
dit to  her  precepts,  and  was  their  victim. 

It  might  have  been  thought,  considenng  how 
soon  it  had  been  determined  that  Lady  Augusta 
was  destined  to  be  the  bride  of  Lord  Sandyford, 
ihat  Mrs  Harridan  would  have  relaxed  in  her  ef- 
forts to  form  an  artificial  character,  which^  if  she 
had  possessed  any  true  judgmait  of  the  worlds 
she  must  have  perceived  could  not  fail  in  the  end 
to  excite  the  aversion  of  the  Earl ;  but  her  syg. 
tan  was  neither  to  make  homes  happy  nor  wiyea 
amiable.  Shehadaninterestof  her  awn  toserve^ 
and  actuated  by  the  same  mercenary  motives  ha 
the  music-masters  whom  she  employed,  waa  only 
solicitous  about  the  effect  which  her  pupils  might 
produce  on  their  appearairee  in  sodety      The 
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edat  of  a  splendid  general  deportment  she  knew 
would  redound  to  her  own  advantage ;  and  for 
this  she  n^lected  to  cultivate  tboee  gentler  gtw- 
ces  which  constitute  the  true  strength  of  female 
dominion. 

One  thing,  however,  resulted  from  her  system ; 
but  perhaps  it  depended  more  oh  the  effect  of  iiv* 
dividual  feelii^,  than  as  a  necessary  consequence 
of  the  plated  virtues  which  she  so  assiduoudy  po^ 
Udttd.  The  de^re  to  obtain  approbation  quid^ 
ened  the  soiise  of  diame,  and  gave  it  even  a  mor^ 
lud  aeuteness.  To  this  feeling  Lady  Augusta  was 
nervously  alive ;  and  where  there  is  shame,  there 
may  yet  be  virtue. 

The  day  after  Lord  Sandyford  came  of  age^ 
die  marriage  was  celdinrated ;  but  before  the  ho- 
ney-moon had  half  waned^  it  was  evident  to  tike 
most  cursory  visitor,  that  his  Lordship  had  im^ 
bSbed  some  secret  cause  of  distaste  against  his  beaut 
tiful  bmle.  By  the  end  of  the  third  month,- to 
the  aiftasement  of  all  the  world,  he  was.  wildly 
running  the  career  of  £s«pation. 

The  Dowager,  Us  mother,  was  broken-hearted 
by  this  unexpected  result,  and  her  distress  waa 
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etmsbled  in  lite  tisaal  manner  by^a  number  h£  sfm- 
patU^g  fneada,  not  allifeinales,  who,  in  th^ 
•maEcknis  consolation,  oflten  remariced,  that,  aft^ 
ill,  sooner  or  later,  men  wiQ  indemnify  theinselTes 
for  the  restraints  laid  upon  their  youth;  and  that 
the  good'old  way  of  letting  young  Mlows  sow  tbdr 
wild  oats  was  evidently  the  best,  as  it  was  doubts 
less  the  result  of  practical  wisdom  and^xpetfence. 
**  We  therefore,''  said  these  honouralde  pei^n* 
ages,  *^  do  not  despair  yet  of  seeing  Lord  Sandy^ 
ford  pull  up,  and  turn  out  a  very  idiiiung  charac- 
ter.'*' Nothing,  however,  was  fiirthei^  from  ifi^ 
charity  of  their  hopes  ;  and  seve;rftl  years  passed 
away,  without  any  thing  arising  to  make  them 
doub£  that 'his  ndn  was  iirctrievable.      ' 

In  ihe  meantime,  no  appiurent  change  had  takda 
place  ih.  the  elegant  deportment  of  the  Countess. 
She  was  still  radiant  with  beauty,  and  ^e  spkas^ 
dour  c^  her  accom^Suduiftenits  was  acknowki^^ 
throi^h  aU  the  constelhiticnra  of  &shicm.  *  £ter 
prudesice  also  received-its  due  share  of  ixmm&^ 
dation ;  for,  notwithstan^ng  the  tBoigmatitikia^^ 
reer  of  her  lord,  she  still  preserved  with  lam  the 
tonjugal  decorum  of  livix^  under  the  saeme  to^ 


^l^BAf  ^usept  €»  those  occadons^  whM  it  vas  iie> 
€^gaT}r  to  codiibit  the  plate  and  hospitality  of  ihe 
fiuDily,  the^  seldcHB,  met ;  stiU  maintaining,  fiow. 
e«r€r,>tqwardrthe  world  that  irell4)red  leciproctly 
of  ciyflky,  wbidi  justi^ed  iJieir  acfpiaintaaee  in 
addng  tbevnto  the  same  parties  on  ^  same 
card^ 

.  One  ni^ity  as  her  Ladysb^Vas^retaming  home 
Aom  the  Opera,  her  carriage, in  crossing  finom^a- 
dilfy.  iato^  BerUsj^StEreet,  raa^against  a  gentleman 
who  ha^oied  to  be  passing  at  the  moment,  and 
scxioasljr  hurt  hmu  The  strainer  was  Mr  Fer- 
ress,  one  ef  tiie-most  eccentric  orbs  t;hen  abor^  the 
JbBQrino'of&shioii*  Tins  gentleman,  in  his  youth, 
was  ardent  at^generous^ quick  in  his  resentmcxits, 
«aaly  i^esidedy  apd  ficaiik  m  his  pardpns;  but 
;there  waa  a  ¥^»atiUtj  of  humour  about  him,  whith 
poDflngprnted  him  fi?d?nmalang  friends,  and  as  he  ad- 
vanced in  hi^,  the^mreer  ^ch  he  ran  tended  to 
impair  hiabest >qualilies»- .  The  succession  of  an- 
xieties which  h^  sQ&red'&om  the  turf  j$uid  the 
Jiasai?d4ab|e,  excited  a  ^ilse  ssppedte  for  acute 
sensations,,  and  all  pl^^nnpea- seemed  to  him  vapid 
t^  w^ee  notflaTOured  ynA^  mixture  ^fvupfvi- 
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med  haft  fediAgPii  irndkie  sifoofiflB  mttvs  qptac  to 
his  in&tufttiioii<  TM8rdkteiiiBC96d.rtite  ofeaccitd- 
ii)f^  hadi  at  the  pwadtofkhichitearegptaifciiig, 
attmmed  aj  dep»e.d£  freosf. ;  and  Aldi#i^  in  auift- 
Q^idie>unliq9|qr}inflas<caiid]ad3ed  ifae 

gpnetidily  of  tlite  drde  in.  wliidi  he  moved,  h^/wss 
already  toudked with madneslu  Hiftianpnl^  htyw- 
QTei3».  httl  iiofeinaaifeslcd^  itaelf  in.  aagn  inalittice  of 
T9pmxkM».  Qsdami9inc&;;  b«t  iahe:>0aiteiitfi'  ixf  his 
Hiiaiijtftndihoti(^itBiW8n^jtiraid^  and  impetuotur^ 
«Kid.fireqpaent3]i^«afeftiioas  gu8t%  andtrhiiteiiiib 
of.xilge  and p9mtx»vni!gadjhim -wiih  a  tendka^ 
nsdmees  in  hia  pnfndts,  irfaBteiiar  they  hajq^enad 
t«  fae:;rft£k«ftni^  hinre^asr^as  fae^attafambpoBsesflfam 
<^hi8:i9b|fiefe,  tbeparoigfan  immedifitrfy  toihddgd^ 
MdthefMEmaed,«8.k.'weie)  andlooieodiDundyasJf 
he  slaoiod  ▼opdering  i^-whjifcicoidd  here  imlqpted 
him  krtft^  wA  yecipthrtiwi  imd  iwdepcfe  ^ 

J}iiring<  tlie.pectod  ^htdkihe^mBietmSaBitdtiohm 
room  by  ^aceidtnt^  Lady  fimc^oid^  inih  mbam 
he  had  no  premus  aQqpia&3jbmce>  freqatntfyf^auit 
to  inqpifae  €im  him^i  aad.tiiie«£S30i  of  thia  natusal, 
indeed  under  tlto  cirdunstancetr^  indispaBudUe 
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UlQOfissy  ioflpiied  him  wMi  a  firmilao  entbanaeitt 

wbmi^hQ(fr9Mki  a^cisiditiMi  to  wx  1^^  in  focietjr, 
be  sought  her^ oat in.aU  ph^c^s  wilh  an  impawoiK 
ed  seal  that  bdonged  alike  to  his  mental  ia&nnity 
and  his  character ;  aad  he  was  so  open  and  stngu^ 
lar  in  this/ that  he  aoan  attracted  the  eyes  of  the 
Tetld  towards  him. 

TJbe  Conirtess  was  a  neglected  wi& ;  but  such 
had  be^i  die  pride  of  her  carriage,  that  no  man 
had  ever  ventured  to  address  her  with  one  impro- 
per e^i^ession ;  and  sudi  the  sustained  dignity  of 
her  deportment,  that  no  dbrcuinstance  had  yet  oc- 
curred to  require  the  slightest  exertion  of  the  latent 
powers!^  her  own  mind.  She  was,  however,  struck 
at  last  with  the  assiduities  of  Ferrers ;  and  having 
a  dktiiict  perception  of  the  shattered  state  of  his 
understanding,  instead  of  repelling  or  rebukiiig 
his  pertinacity,  she  8tooped,^if  the  term  may  be  al- 
lowed, with  a  compassionate  condescennon,  which, 
contrasted  with  her  usual  cool  and  collected  de- 
meanour, hefpt  surmises  prejudicial  to  her  ho- 
nour. These,  for  a  time,  were  only  to  be  met  with. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


A  FABAGBAPH. 


On  the  HKNming  preceding  one  of  Lady  Sandy- 
ford*8  grand  winter  parties,  as  the  Earl  ims  sitting 
d<Hie  in  the  Ubrary,  after  he  had  just  finisbed  his 
breakfast,  and  thrown  himself  back  in  Us  dliif , 
widi  his  feet  on  the  ieaidiery  nursing  sudi  aislless 
'ftndes  as  float  in  the  haee  of  an  imi^iiiiatidn  de«A> 
sd  by  doBui,  an  incident  occunred  whidi  preoipl- 
tated  the  crifils  of  his  conjugal  disease/  It  was 
die  custom  of  the  servants  in  t^  hall  to  dry  the 
wet  newspapers  with  a  smoothing  iron,  whidi  not 
only  did  the  business  expe&aously,  but  gave  them 
the  lustre  of  the  faot^press.  It  was  also  as  wgs^ 
larly  their  custom  to  mfomi  tJiemsehres  of  what 
was  ipnng  on  ia  die  world)  befinre  tiding  in' the  pa^ 
pers  to  their  master  and  mistress.    By  this,  a  pa- 
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ragcaph  iiiai  pretty  pkinly  accused  the  Countess 
ief  kifiddity  was  discovered.  In  order  to  preserve 
peace  in  the  house,  it  inis  suggested  by  one  of  the 
footmen  that  it  would  be  as  well  to  bum  it  oat^  as 
if  by  accident,  with  the  smoothing  iron.  This  was 
done,  and  iixt  piqper  carried^ in  to>his  Lordship. 

In  this  ofaliterati]^  operation  a  portion,  however, 
of  the  parHameatary  proceedings  was  destroyed  ;, 
and  little  interest  as  the  Earl  took  in  them,  or  in- 
deed in  avy  earttdy  con^Msmmait,  he  could  M»t  en* 
duretaidisaip^dintmcaft;  diebell)  in  conseqoVAo^ 
was  rung,  sharply,  ami  aoMlier  oo^y  4>f  ithe  p^3fer 
ftttlrailb«frdeiML:>         t 

Tbeitoae  itt  wUdi  this  ooimnadd  was  defiveved 
akiiniid  thn  nnrninHlrhoTrirnilTil  itj  and  he  conv- 
municatedliif  opinio&to  his  compawxm%tbat  Aeir 
master  had  oertain^,  notwithstanding  ihdbr^oxv* 
trivaiioe^  mads  ent  senie  of  the  dcfiuaed  pavagriq^ 
and  therefine  it  would  be  «s  good  as  their  pltoee 
wtee  worth,,  to  equivocate  aay  aMore  on  such  drw 
comstances ;  another  paper  was  aococdtnj^  pro. 
oared,  and  presented  to  his  LoidAip.  . 

Thewwasan  uc.  ef  ^mbarrassnent  in  the  «pi. 
pgiMmoe  4^.tbe.feotman  who  oHsiedit  in,  whii^ 


stoidi^^  l^Jfiee»>eyo^)ik  mtsicr. ,  He  sMtneclJo 
h^ff(^m^  ml^^hiiMi  oii>dievtid)k)  and  id  lingir  m 
itm  warn ;  iaa^mmb^.thAAhR-Bml  mdmaA  him 

TW intoMMil  wbklitJiad ham  nininiiiii  iiiriiim 

m(^viipltaB^.m]bfddfid;  rit^Btmi<^tmnaa^  to  it 

Ywder  OTcar  ^/mfU  talkin  jtho^faAhmatie.  ib. 
P9rlmfini;t.in[d..t)i6  filft.parasnipb  d»fetcMgiK 
Us  «^tmtifiiiv«B  tjtt^one  ithk^  .niimltil  m^bmjm^ 
fidciitt^  of  l4ufy  Saady&od.  }    ,  )• 

He  read  it  twice  oy€x  emphaticiHy  >hcrjo8e 
Ce^a^  Us  flfifit»'iQMl.wdioedteilk(e  ioiid0W**«4ifti]ien 
retmii«d»  luui  md  i^  agaifiu  Hipp0iiiviig:lo!|^aiitt 
or^  tI}Qpa9e^lwfiftw:t]satk'ira8  CTaedyaathirbarir 
of  ^  pMsa^iojdieidiiwte  vUch  luid  heflu  bwoat 
out.  <^  Xhese  zasfiids^^  he  exebttBcd»»  ^  ^rt.  ji^ 
({»«i^ed.wi&  the  guilt  of  dtwumtaaa^  nd^ 
waa: no.ftpcttei^  that  ^Kwaaiened  tbct bdmag;iof 
the-oth^l^^s*'!     .  .     ,  i      , , 

His  first  mayMuoit  iras  4o  eaU  im  the  AEryMii 
and<]^eatiftniti»mtm  thfesitlfgct ;  biitiB/the.9aBiie 
mommt  he  xiei«cled]QnLlua;0im  eaB^sasa«uriaa>:A 
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Iiudwnd,md  withdrew  his  hand  as  it  was  Btretcl 
townda  the  bellrpull — mortified  with  himself  t! 
Jhe  aeoae  of  hcmour  should  make  him  hesitate 
vindicate  his  omjngal  rights.  In  this  crisis 
CoonlttsaitCEedyand  Us  Lordship  rising  abru 
hf^  moved  towards  the  door,  as  if  he  had  resob 
not  tQ  speak  to  her;  but  before  taming  the  fa 
he  paused  and  said^  with  an  agitated  voice,  poi 
inig  to  the  newspaper,  ^^  Your  Ladysh^  will  i 
aaintereating  paragraph  among  the  scandalous 
nendos  of  the  dmf  ;^  and  in  saying  diese  words, 
hurried  out  of  the  room. 

The  Coutttess  hastily  seised  the  newspaper, « 
on  looking  at  the  paragraph,  siitfered  an  inexpi 
sihie  feeljng  of  humiliatipn ;  h^  pride  was  1 
pxostcate,  and  she  sat  for  several  minutes  in  a  st 
.of  stupe£u:tion ;  for  she  was  conscious  of  never  i 
ving  been  guil^  of  any  levity,  and  had  taken 
small  merit  to  herself  for  the  dignity  with  wh; 
.she  had  endured,  at  first,  the  sple^,  and  sub 
quently  the  nq^ligence,  of  her  lord.  In  the  coux 
howevar,  of  a  few  minutes,  she  recovered  her  s< 
possession,  and  ringing  the  bdl,  directed  cards 
(be  instantly  issued^  to  inform  her  fiiends  that  1 
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ass^nUy  for  that  night  was  deferred.  With  eqtud 
decision  she  at  the  same  time  ordered  t^e  carriage, 
imd  drove  to  Mrs  Harridan'^s,  for  the  purpose  ijf 
taking  her  advice. 

On  reaching  the  residence  of  that  lady,  she  was 
at  once  admitted  by  the  servants ;  but  on  entering 
the  room  where  their  mistress  was  sitting,  ^per^ 
ceived  by  the  cool  ceremony  of  her  reception,  diat 
Mrs  Harridan  was  abready  acquoiftted  with  iSae^ 
tal  paragraph ;  a  short  preface,  in  consequence, 
served  to  introduce  the  object  of  her  vmt.  ' 

''  I  hope,""  said  Mrs  Harridan  cahi^,  "^  that 
there  is  nd  real  foundati(»i  for  this  slamler ;  but, 
at  all  events,  my  dear  Lady  Sundyford^  it  is  not 
an  affair  in  which  I  can  with  any  phiprfety  inter- 
fere. Besides,  now  that  things  are  so  public,  it 
would  be  highly  improper  in  me,  confflderi  g'my 
situation,  with  so  many  young  ladies  of  nmk  un- 
der  my  care,  to  be  at  all  seen  in  the  business. 
Surely  you  have  other  friends,  more  experienced 
in  such  sort  of  misfortunes,  to  whom  you  can  apply 
with  more  advantage." 

The  Countess  looked  at  her  with  surprise  and 
indignation^  exclaiming,  ^  You  speak  as  if  1  were 
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guilty  I  You  throv  me  from  yoa  as  if  I  bim^ht 

ii^ection  with  me !" 

"  Far  be  it  from  me,'"  siud  Mrs  Hmidan,  ia 

tin  same  quiet  polite  tone,  '*  to  suppose  any  e\u^ 
too  inagnificant  a  person 
'  ibe  Couuteaa  of  Saiuiy- 

r  Ladysbip,  almoGt  bwrst- 
ig^t,  in  soy  distress,  have 
i^^ed  to  you  as  to  a  mother." 

"  I  trust,"  rallied  Mrs  Harridan,  "  that  whex 
your  Ladyship  was  under  my  cba^^,  you  always 
fiiund  me  such,  uid  your  conduct  then  was  certaitt- 
ly  irreproachable ;  but  I  cannot  be  responsible  ibr 
the  behaviour  of  ladies  after  they  bave  entered  the 
world.  In  a  word,  should  the  result  <^  this  unfor- 
tunate business  prove  pi^udicial  to  your  Lady^ 
ship,  it  will  not  be  the  first  instance  of  the  kind 
that  has  confirmed  me  in  the  prudence  of  a  rule  I 
have  Itmg  laid  down,  never  to  interfere  in  the  qoa- 
eena  t^  my  pupils  after  tliey  have  once  left  my 
house.  I  shall  r^oice  if  your  Ladyship  is  acquis 
ted  of  the  imputation,  but  I  cannot  put  to  haz&rd 
the  charactex  of  my  establisbmentf  and  it  ig  there^ 
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fore  with  profound  pain  I  feel  myself  oonstraiiied 
to  put  an  end  to  our  intercourse.'^ 

The  Countess  iras  thunderstruck.  She  had  ne« 
ver  before  been  addressed  in  the  plain  language 
of  a  business-mind,  sordidly  considering  its  own 
interests,  and  pursuii^  them  in  contempt  of  all 
the  8)rmpathies  and  charities  of  social  life.  She 
rose  from  her  seat,  but  trembled  so  much,  that, 
unable  to  stand,  she  sunk  back  in  the  chair,  and 
gave  way  to  her  tears.  Her  spirits,  however,  soon 
rallied,  and  wiping  her  eyes,  she  returned  abrupt- 
ly  to  her  ciurriage,  and  drove  directly  home,  where 
she  dispatched  a  messenger  for  the  Marquis  of 
Avonside,  her  father. 
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The  Eady  on  lemng  the  CountesB,  wal 
into  the  aqoaie,  with  the  intention  of  going  d 
to  St  James^s-Stieet;  bat  for  the  first  time  in 
life  he  felt  that  indescribftfale  embanraasment  wl 
ia  ao  often  mistaken  for  shame.  He  shrunk  at 
idea  of  meeting  the  eyes  of  his  acquaintance, 
scious  that  thqr  must  have  abeady  seen  the  ; 
gn^h,  and  could  not  detennine  how  he  ougli 
act  in  circumstanoes  so  painful  and  unezpei 
In  the  hesitation  which  these  reflections  cat 
he  hi^ypened  to  recollect  that  Mordaunt,  a  col 
companion,  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  several  y* 
had  left  his  card  for  him  the  day  before,  an 
instantly  resolved  to  go  to  his  lodgings,  and 
suit  him  on  the  sulgect.    Accordingly,  instei 
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wilkmg  down  Bond-Street,  he  crosted  into  H«« 
nover-Square,  and  by  the  bade  of  St  GecNrge't 
Church,  went  through  the  narrow  passage  lead- 
ing into  Sayille-Row;  thus  mroiding  the  great 
thorough-fiureskthisway  to  Sackville-Street,  where 
^s  friend  lodged. 

On  reaching  the  house,  and  being  oifonned 
that  he  was  at  home,  he  walked  up  stairs,  un- 
announced, to  the  first  floor.  His  appearance 
would  have  been  a  siifiScient  warrantry  for  this 
liberty  to  the  servant  who  opened  the  door,  even 
had  his  person  not  been  almost  universally  known 
throughout  the  three  fashionable  parishes,  and 
especially  in  the  vidnity  of  St  James^  Sti^t 
For,  ifotwithstandii^  the  dextmty  and  effect  of 
dl^  and  address  in  the  adventurous  khights 
ci  the  otdet  of  expedients,  there  is  still  an  ha- 
Utual  and  obvious  source  of  superiority  about 
the  un<piestioned  gendeman,  which  all  the  vari- 
ous d^rees  of  public  servants  intuitively  recog- 
nize, tfnd  none  more  quickly  thaif  the  landladies 
and  domestiei^  of  lodgiiig-hotises,  even  though  the 
8trai^;er  should  be  fiesh  ftoni  the  country,  and  in 
tbe  newest  glolsd  oS  a  suit  made  on  putpose  for 
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the  journey  to  Londtm,  Jsy  sdme'WordiipAil  dkgta^ 
tuaj  HI  the  corporatioii  of.tIieb(»oiigli  nearest  his 
estate. 

His  Lord^Up,  <m  reachiBg  iSke  bodiiig«|ikice, 
flung  the  drAwiiig-<rodia  door-  cair^gdy  ofMoL 
Mordaunt  at  the  moment  was  writii^,  alid  beiB^ . 
dkrtuibed  1^  the  ncmduilimoe  of  ihU  inliuai^ 
raUed  his  eyes  hastily,  and  did  not  at  the  firM^ 
glance  recpgnizey  in  the.  ^e  attenuated  ekgaBoe 
of  the  man  of  fashion,  the  (»Kee.  vigorous  and 
handsome  rival  ^  his  bcdcbst  exarctses.  In  an  in^ 
stant,  however,  he  discovert  who  he  was,  and 
starting  from  his  seat,  took  the  Earl  warmty  hy 
the  hands.   His  Lordf^ip  endured  the  heaninewB 
of  the  double  shake  for  a  few  seooidb  with  evi^ 
d^dt  pleasnre,  but  ashamed  to  shew  the  sensibiU^ 
ty  tha^  he  felt,  he  Almiptly  pulled  his  hands  away^ 
and  shook  his  fbigers,  as  if  they  were  tinglh^^ 
with  the  sque^e,  saying,  ^^  I  wish  the  gods  had 
g^en  you  dryads  and  fauns  hoofs  fix  hands ;  yotx 
have  positively  fanused  my  fillers  to  jdly.'* 

The  mannor  in  which  this  was  said,  had  a  ea«. 
dence  of  affectation  in  it,  which  stxiK^  disagire^^ 
aUy  on  the  ear  of  Mordaimt,  and  he  looked  for  it 

12 
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molneiit  «t  the  delicate  complexion  and  elegant 
emaidation  of  his  fiiekid,  with  a  strong  feeling  of 
disappointment  and  compassion ;  but  his  kinder 
disposilaoii  returned  upon  him,  and  he'  exclaimed, 
f^  Heavens  I  Safadyford,  what  an  altered  being  !^ 

His  Lordship,^  with  a  drolling  coohiess,  in  the 
same  momait  examined  Moidaunt  curiously  &om 
li^ad  to  fodt,  and  with  burlesque  gravity,  said, 
"  Tbese  musdes  ait  the  growth  of  nocturnal  rest; 
dtat  hue  is  gathered  from  the  morning  sun,  and 
that  strength  from  ma^y  a  stubbte  field  and  mile 
of.  hall  and  dale<^-Upon  my  honour,  M ordaunt, 
yfiu.are  the  mdst  perfect  personification  of  the 
falessiiigs  of  a  country  life  I  have  ev^  seen-^b- 
solutely  a  rural  allegory — ^Apollo  fresh  from  the 
flocks  <^  Petteus.^ — He  then  paused  in  his  rail- 
lery, and  taJdng  Mordaunt,  with  the  sincerity  of 
their  old  friendship,  by  the  hand^  added,  ^'  I  can- 
not  express  bow  delighted  I  am  to  see  you,  and 
to  »ee  you  thug/ 

^  And  yoti  Aui^^  Sandyford,"  replied  Mor- 
daant)  recollecting  the  terigfat  expectations  which 
had  oiice  heeA  dbierished  of  his  friend. 

VOL,  I.  H 
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^  I  am  indeed  not  surprised  tliad  you'^bould  he 
somewhat  discc^certed,  for  I  beHete  that  I  am  a 
little  spectrish ;  und  it  h  <?^rta$n  that  I  hsLVts  heeh 
long  thought  no  more,^  said  his  Lordship. 

There  iras  a  degr^  of  6ensS)3ity  in  ibie  man- 
ner in  which  the  latter  part  of  this  sei^bence  was 
expressed,  thsrt  yihrated  to  the  genermis  heart  of 
Mordaunt,  and,  leithout  answcdng,  he  drew  the 
Earl  to  a  seat,  and  resumed  Ms  own  diair  at  iti6 
taMe. 

*'  dut,"^  s»d  his  Lord^h^  gaily,  ^<  these  diiAg« 
mtist  not  be  thtmglft  ^of  in  these  ways.  Whirt 
tnaEy  the  badness  be  l!hat  has  brbugitt  7%u:'m 
town,  firofn  thepeaoeMi^iei^and<heifl2i4»eeKkee 
of  the  groves  P*^ 

Mordaunt,  equally  desirous  to  diange  the  cMi^ 
versation,  which  ht  saw  tronlled  hk  Lcffdsliip, 
said,  **  MatrinKMiy." 

^^  You  are  indeed  a  bdd  felow,  to  venture  oa 
a  town-bred  wife,''  cried  the  Eari;  "  I  imttt;^ 
thought  that  the  simple  race  of  iStie  swaans  liad 
been  extinct ;  particularly,  as  the  poets  have  o^T 
late  given  them  up,  almost  even  in  die  way  of 
rhyme.  But  you  surprise  me, — ^who  is  the  Chlbe 
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that  with  €9X9  hk^  useA  to  the  found  of  bells 
-iK^d  tbe  rattling  of  ^pheels,  than  to  the«inging  of 
laMs  or  of  faDkig  ^ateiie,  lia»  captivated  the  gen- 
tle Damon?'' 

^  Mattean  mre  not  quite  so  pastoral  with  m  as 
dMt,"^  iqpiied  Movdaunt  ^^  The  nyaaph  is  an 
<ddaoquamtance  of  your  own,  Julia  Beauchfunp.'* 

^  Tibe  beoutifid  Julia  !^  ^xcbmned  his  Lozd- 
dap^  wtA^maflectod  emo^m,  recollecting  that  he 
k^  no$  ^K^en  her  since  his  own  ilL-fated  mttrrii^ ; 
but  he  suppressed  the  -reiaeiphrance,  and  said 
^h  MiMtion*  ^^Ih&  fidtfa&l  loves  theii  do  still 
re^de  among  the  i^lvan  bowers.^ — ^But  dns  play 
of  fimoy  iM»Qi^  ng^  interrupted,  and  present- 
«d  ^  jttage  nf  Ladjr  Sandyford,  in  flgoit  giovr 
iag  htwtf  which  l^&rst  chacned  1m  youth&d 
fi^Xf^itmHj  wksa  be  bfiSiifUi  her  in  the  graces  of 
hsr  nxff:a  ycfKiNi,  be^ndii^  Ike  the  fawn  amidst 
die  ataAely  ffsasfca  that  sunound  the  Ye^eraUe 
Magnificenoe  a£  her  amc^^itial  hma[ie>-r-cimtraHted 
«tth-the  ^xmditipn  in^,  which  j^e  had  fidSi^,  and 
he  ^muidatisi  aaused*  and  remained  seme  tiMft  Ur 
teit. 


irS  csxrxEA 


^  Y«it«efld^pHed»  Sod^pfivd,— what  is  tl 

*"  I  «ai  miy  tUokiM^^  naUei  his  JLordshi 
that  ihcsre  csHOttot  be  a  fitter  moaDoA  &ft  cox 
lUBkamg  sone  bsmi  of  die  oonfKts  of  mati 
LT,  Ami  idKft  a  Kun  is  q&  the  Toge  of  t] 
fared^ice — P^iaw ! — ^I  nost  speak  oat — Yonx  a 
heee^  M«daHBt»  at  that  lawncnt  of  all  my  life 
which  I  staad  aaofil  in  need  of  a  fiiend — a  fiiei 
sadi  as  you  aie. — HaTe  yon  heaid  any  thii 
ab0ot  Lady  Saa^^inKd  r" 

^^  JLj  Lord  r  cxied  Maidaunt,  in  extreme  z 


*^  The  li^ae  of  the  Coantess,"^  conlaimed  1 
Lddshqp,  ^  afleets  me  little^  hot,  aooording 
tbemanmsof  thatoldiascal,  the  World,  the  h 
nneBS  has  become  ao  pnhfic,  that  I  must  interfei 
Nothing  is  bad  in  Lcmdon,  so  long  as  it  is  v 
known,  and  this  affidr  is  so  notorious,  that  it 
Tcary  bad — O,  shoddn^y  bad*  But  do  not  list 
to  me  with  such  a  look  of  stxange  wonder — asi 
aislunent  is  now  quite  obsolete,  nobody  suhm 
to  do  any  thing  so  simple.    Do  assume  a  yirti 
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though  you  have  it'  not,  or  I  toor  sfaaH  foiget  my- 
self. In  a  word,'  Mordaunt,  I  had  not  been  long 
married  when  I  diacovered  that  Lady  Sondy&rd 
was  deficient  in  the  most  essential  quality  of  a  wifb 
-^the  heart.'* 

^^  Who  is  the  sedacer  P"  said  Mordaunt,  enw 
phatically. 

^^  Pray  donH  be  so  tragical,  I  bq^  you  woa\^ 
cried  the  Earl,  to  disguise  his  own  emotion;  ^You 
consider  this  affiur  too  sentimentaliy.  Believe 
me,  I  have  been  long  indifferent  about  the  wo- 
man.  I  wish  but  for  a  good  reason  to  be  well  rid 
of  her  society — my  respect  for  her  famfly,  as  I 
shall  of  course  say  to  the  world ;  but  to  deal  more 
{dainly  widi  you,  my  own  conduct  will  not  allow 
me  to  do  more.  Besides,  the  disgrace  of  a  public 
exposure  would  break  the  proud  heart  of  her  f». 
ther,  nor  can  I  make  money  by  the  dishonour  of 
my  wife.'' 

His  Lordship  then  proceeded  to  tell  his  firieud, 
that,  soon  after  his  marriage,  he  discovered  that 
the  whole  mind  of  Lady  Sandyfbrd  was  bent  on 
the  figure  which  she  herself  would  make  in  so- 
ciety, by  which  she  had  disgusted  his  fiddings^ 
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and  emlait^ed  his  existeiice.  Tfant,  ^ving  iray  to 
the  po^JEiiicy  of  dl5n|i[KiiHmignt»  he  had  rushed 
htto  the  ftllies  of  the  town,  irlncll,  hdweret^  iw 
stead  of  alleTiatiiig  the  irksomenefis  tif  his  coiic& 
tion,  only  exasperated  his  reflectionis,  and  d^i^^Fe 
him,  widi  redoubled  freflsy^  loto  a  fresh  career'  of 
dissipation ;  during  which  the  Countess  pursued 
fief  own  triumphant  self-dxfaibhioii'5  nd  reilched 
the  summit  of  her  amfattbui  vanity.  '   ^^ 

^^  I  thought,''  said  his  Lordship,  <<  that  pride^ 
i£  not  virtue,  woiuld,  however,  have  preserved  her, 
Imt  she  has  fallen;  and,  as  in  all  sisiilat  case^, 
l3ie  husband  is  among  the  last  th^t  hears  tli6 
news.'* 

He  then  related  the  iiiddent  of  1^  btmt  news- 
paper, and  the  paragraphs 

Mordaunt  Agreed,  that  flrom  d6  public  a  eiycum-* 
stance,  there  must  be  some  groubds  for  the  sitspi*. 
cion,  and  recommended  that  the  servants  Should 
be  examined. 

"  But)''  simI  the  Eatl,  ^^  even  were  she  guilty, 
I  do  not  mean  to  institute  any  process  for  a  di. 
voroe.  Your  head,  however,  is  cooler  than  mine, 
I  will  bo  gwdfed  by  you,^ 
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/^Ahy.n^Loidr  cmd  Mcndaxmty  ^' do  aot 
sMf  to  me  that  ;ou.  c«i  regard  with  indiffinrence 
the  midbrtunes,  &r  less  th^  dishonour  of  a  beaif^ 
taSai  TToman,  to  whom  you  were  at  one  time  so 
pamonst^  attadied.'" 

.  A^  some  fiivthfir  conversalkm,  it  waa  anran* 
ged  that  Mordaunt  skould  immediatdy  go  to 
Lady  SandyfcM^d^  and  that  the  Earl  should^  in  the 
i^ieandme,  lemain  iu  S«ckviUe-Street>  and  wut  the 
DBSult  of  the  interview. 

WUle  Mordasutt  waaabasnt  on  this  in^ere&ttng 
misaiim,^  his  Tiordrftip  sat  for  some  timeieviewing^ 
with  BO  &Yourable  oonsHuctioQ  to  himself|  the 
mpd  perdition  of  so  many  yearn  of  the  best  por* 
tkm  of  Ins  life.  In  the  eoorse  of  dais  reekoning, 
he  Uamed  himself  still  mere  tiian  m  the  momxo|^, 
for  the  pgecafatancy  widi  whidihe  had,  in  a  tem- 
porary fit  of  spleen,  endeavoured  to  cancel  the  af- 
fection which  he  had  cherished  for  his  lady,  and 
the  folly  of  casting  himself  so  thoroughly  away, 
on  account  of  a  disappointment  which  it  would 
have  been  more  manly  to  have  mastered.  **  But,'' 
said  he,  ^^  it  is  never  too  late  to  mend,  and  the 
sooner  I  begin  the  change  the  better.*^ 
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In  the  same  moment  he  seated  himself  at  Mor 
daunt^s  table»  and  wrote  a  note  to  Mr  Vellum,  re 
questing  him  to  faring,  on  the  following  morning 
A  statement  of  his  affairs.  This  was  requisite,  ii 
order  to  enable  him  to  regulate  his  generosity 
with  respect  to  a  settlement  on  the  Countess ;  an< 
it  was  siso  required  with  a  view  to  his  own  futuri 
conduct.  For  he  was  well  aware  that  he  ha< 
deeply  encumbered  his  estates,  and  that  before  h 
could  enter  upon  a  new  course  of  life,  it  would  h 
necessary  to  abridge  the  prodigality  of  his  house 
hold.     The  writing  of  this  note  to  hiis  Solicito 

was,  perhaps,  the  onlyxlecisive  step,  he  had  takei 

■  '  •    » 

for  a  number  of  years,  and  he  felt,  when  it  wa 
done,  something  analogous  to  that  .glow  of  satis 
faction,  enjoyed  by  the  strong  or  the  bold  after  i 
successful  exertion  of  strength  and  dexterity.  . 
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AN'  EVENT^ 


When  the  Countess,  after  her  retam  from  Mr9 
Harridan,  had  sent  for  the  ]Vtfu*qiii8  her  father,^ 
ofnr  hero  had  occasion  to  call  at  Sandyford-House 
from  Mr  Vellmn.  Her  Ladyi^p  having  inad- 
vertently given  no  orders  ta  be  denied,  he  wa^ 
shewn  in  to  the  rcioin  where  she  happened  to  be 
then  sitting.  A  visit  from  Andrew  was  little  in 
accordance  with  the  state  of  her  feelings ;  but  she 
received  him  as  usual;  he  soon,  however,  disco, 
▼ered  diat  something  was  the  matter,  and  said, 
**  I'*m  thinking,  my  Leddy,  if  s  no  vera  conveni- 
ent for  me  to  be  here,  so  Til  just  go  awa^  at  ance 
--4>ut  I  hope  my  Lord^s  wed,  and  that  it^s  no  ony 
thing  anent  him  that^s  fashing  your  Ladyship.^ 

h2 
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The  publicity  of  a  newspaper*  paragraph,  and 
the  familiarity  with  which  Andrew  was  treated, 
removed  any  delicacy  that  might  otherwise  have 
been  felt  by  the  Countess  on  the  subject,  and  she 
replied,  "  No ;  stop  where  you  are,**  and  she  then 
explained  the  cause  of  ber  anxiety. 

"  Really  I  dinna  wonder  ye're  vext,"  said  our 
hero ;  "  but  every  body  kens  the  newspapers  live 
by  the  decking  o^  lees ;  and  I  think,  before  you 
or  my  Lord  gie  them  eilher  credit  or  dDnsequence, 
it  would  b^  ai^  wedl  to  lift  the  truth  o\  Tm^  aar 
ye  ken,  my  Leddy^  but  a  lavotiee ;  hoifmrnevear^ 
aiblins^I  may  be  o*^  *  sparic  o^  use  ill  this ;  sa  I"^ 

get  at  the  bottom  e^  the  cladh^  an  it  be  for  nlie  mair 
than  to  shew  my  gratitude  for  the  great  ceevili. 
ties  that  I  am  beholden  for,  baidi  to  ycyut  Led* 
dyship  and  my  Lord,^  «id  he  instaxitly  rose  to  go 
away,  saying,  jocularly,  ^  Keep  a  good  heartimy 
Leddy,  a  foul  lie  b  no  so  duAdUe  aa  pock  ifiarky 
it  can.  be  dq;hted  o£^ 

^  True,  but  ^  stain  it  leaves  behind,^  said 
her  Ladyshq;!,  with  a  sigh. 

^^  A  snuff  o^  tobacco  about  itfains ;  yourl^edd^ 
ship'^s  character's  no  a  gauze  gown  or  a  worm  web. 


to  te  Jpoik  iriA  9  qaitd^  00  olqr  otkor  fbi^ 
Qitt  <if  the  meadi  of  ttuoL^    And  iq  sayiag  Acw 
ivofds,  lie  togt  hia  lewne  arith  Aat  tiwl— iniy  bob 
of  tha  Iieod^  idiidi  Bcrred  all  tbe  porpomFof  a 
graodfidbow^ 

.  TIieiBoi&eEttthatth*CoattteitnieBli<medthe)^ 
ragiapb,  be  had  Tccolleeted  Aat  ifatte  iraa  a  jmmg 
man  in <xie  of  ihenew^aper offices,  of  thename' 
of  Netde,  of  wbaai  he  Jiad  aaaie  alig^  anqnain  t>  ^ 
aMe;  aad^occmfd  to  hiai  that  by  Inain6an8> 
he  iBif^t  be  able  to  xoacfa  the  audior  of  the  dan-: 
der.    TfaisNatdeliadbeaiiedacated  vithATiev 
to  the  fo^it^  but  bia  di^dttlBaQ  bttBg  loose  abd 
sadncalf  his  fttfaorsent  hhtt  to  stu^  the  law  luw 
der  Jdhn  Gfedd    At  the  aid  of  hk  iq^rentiee* 
ship,  NetAe,  aceordh^  ta  diepraetiea  of  the  pio- 
feasioii^  ven^tOiSduibiiig^  to  coimpletehis  stu. 
dtte  in  4ke  offieQ'of.a  Writer  to  the  Signet)  ^dicre 
he  mhf^^  with:  the  airant  efioiDor  wits  that  ku 
£est  tiie  Parliaine»t*HoiiBe,  imd  boi^  mturally 
dcnrex,  aeqasiada  taste  for  polite  Mteratuve,  xtnd 
sharpened  his  triettt  &r  aatbre.    He  possesaed  an 
smwaag  mA  iirdy  ftncy^^^Htadeedy-so  IWely ,  that 
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it  proved  pr^odicial  to  Imnt^lf ;  ftr  vUle  it  ttn^ 
dered  his  company  exceedinj^y  dirertiiig,  it  made^ 
him  dislike  his  bositiess,  and'  in  the  end  tfarewv 
him  upon  the  -streets  of  London^  a  mere  Jiteataiy 
adventurer.  In  this  state  he  fortunately  obtained 
employment  as  a  repcdrtar ;  add  "at  the  titne  when 
our  hero  came  to  London^  he  was^nottbdly,a»coii. 
sideraUe  reputation  as  sucfa^  but  was  also  a/geneu; 
ral  contributor  tomost  of  the  metropoMtw-^rio.) 
cUcal  works;  pacrticularly  the  Reviews,  in':  wfaiek^ 
the  pungency  of  his  wit  was  moie  remiu^idi^le 
than  the  soundness  of  his  juc^pn^kit.    Otir  hax>i 
had  brought  an  introductory  letter  to  him  fibm: 
their  old  master  ;  but  he  soon  saw  that  ihe  haUte . 
and  disposition  of  Nettle  were  not  cong^ialto 
that  sober  system  of  perseverance  which  he  had 
laid  .down  for  the  government  of  his  own  coiriucrt. 

On  quitting  Sandyfbrd-rHouse,  Andrew  wen^> 
directly  to  the  office  where  Netile  was  employed^ . 
and  it  happened  to  be  that  of  the  very  paper  iiv , 
which  the  mischievous  paragraph  appeared  ;-  hi 
fact,  the  paragtaph  had  been  penned  by  t^fc^ttle 
himiself,  Vho«  having  accidentally  heard  scmetliixi^ 


o£iAe  rumotoft  m  caKadatjop.Jttpprtiiig  T^^and 
Lady  Sandyfissd,  ibnned^  iahis  owa  iinagiiyitf<m» 
a.ix»rapl0l0i«BM(pfeufliUe  concipfiinn  gf -the  vhole 
inteigiie^  m  whichit  wbm  mififoa^)mn  Lmljrvhip 
had  beeft  eogi^^  v  and  whom  fima  4lie  ovdinarjr . 
diannel,  he  leceiTed  an  aocomt  loi  the  prqMur^ 
tianB  for  hear  party,  he.wa»imciHiflec|uence  tempted 
to  .wi^te  tha  pangfraph,  hi  order  to  juitic^te.a 
deaouemadty whichyaccordu^.  to  his  notions,  would 
nccwwrily  tafa.phcc  /foon^  petfaags^ia  the  course 
of  that  evenihg^.  / 

Andbcew  had  sosne  dfficui^  in.gauung  access 
to  Netide^ npgc ^whe adimt|ad.i|LntiLh»  hadism^* 
ni(Niwe^  that  he  wished  very  ^saniesilyatwl  pfrtacu^ 
burly  to  see  hiia,  '^  on  hpisuws  of,  the  utl^armost 
iBaportanoe^'^i  ',    ..      , 

. .  ^^.  .WeU/^d  whatk  this  ^bcuiiieis.  of  .the  utters 
moat  impcvtance.  diatr  yod  harol  got  with  me  P^^ 
said  Ntttky  hwgfainj^y. 

^^  It^s  a  thing  wberem  yovr.helping  hand,  Mr 
Nettle,  ean.be  o^.ai^fpreatattffiaiaicy,^  refilled  An<« 
dresr,  sedi^ofy^.  ^^  Hf i  madter^  Mr  VeUum,  ha» 
one  liord  Saodyfi^rd  &r  a  client,  and  something 
has  been  put  out  in  the  papers  this  morning  con* 
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ckmaiag  Us  hHj^  AewinUck  fibe  te-limil  &  ttsv 
rible  striimadu^ 
.NieCtld^wAB  iiiilpuniHixriifl^r  sontteii  irii)i  die 

rical  tnirtiiftilBesft  9rit&  ifUdi;  Jhxt  fapd  veec&vod. 
AxiAs(ew4  wu  tonled  iate  joixicitf. 
.  ^  ittdeod  !^xhs  enhined, j  ^^iifait  is  kf  mbrni'- 

drew ;  ^^  but  I  would  gie  a  plack  and  Jiintee^tD 
]»Q  tlie:flaidi0r.  /  Nao,  lir  Itfetde^as  yarbe  ac- 
ifBihit  itf  aft  tlia  jjoohtiyucootfry  laf  jBtwrmnahn^  i 
I  ^lMMi|^tiliati.aMiaB^cflPa4]i  »«qiaoitf  to  tiivaw 
sdneiigiit  oa  tW  aidQViCV^ 

Nettle  was  aknned  and  disconcerted^    It  was- 
of  nolesftiitipevtaBioe  to  Msi,  tfaafi  tlie^^il^t  of 
ouT'lMrarV  vi«t  sbcndl  faa  ccaiceiftled'fioni'litB  ^mm 
prineipals,  tkan  tiiat  ihs.vsAkft  sknidd.ratQjKiBL 
luik^i^afWtt  i{>  the  offisB^  partMSfc 
>  *'  Bafr  ace  y<nt  001%  lb  W]fj]is,'!>saiaiie^  ^  diftir. 
the  panqjfraplh  iZluiied^to^appCes  ta  Soai^  .Sap^^ 


•  I    '« "      1   ,      I  •       ' '  «•      t 
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^  It  maeiy  4om  tki^'^  tqpfod  Anbami  ^>ot^  it 
woqU  nae  Ine  Imsa  so  fcnHipecide.^  « 

8aillie*|Mi^,  tt  htk  at  h,  fad:  «i  leriirf  tfgwi 
ft  few  nmnftiai  £ar  «cnitidenifiMi. 

<<  Tlie  pMmgnqph  ig^  I  see*  in  Mrptpor,^  uiA 
NiBtde^  tttyraiag  wiA  tJ«&  ipqpsv  in  Us.  hand; 
'^  but  it  does  not  apply  to  Ltdy  Smdytcnd.  It 
can  oBfy  htLTB  bem  snppoaed  to  afinde  to  her 
Lfl^fdnp^  by  IiBvingfblWed  the  acicoiint  of»Ae 
preporadottv  fir  fiat  MsenMy/^ 

Andrew,  on  looking  at  it,  sow  that  lln  et^fti. 
naticni  wva  ftadUe  ;v  wbed,  tfaat^  ^ho«tr  t&e 
eoDtext^it-wMftvory  haamtetpttoqainadb;  and 
he  obaemdy  <<  Bat  itfa  beau  «n  aaHtbl*  iristAai 
MrNeldew  laihipe  no  •  fkmi1m\rtf  9i$nmfti^ 
nation  r*  ' 

gffpnStaa^aas^  hj  iptmAmmg  iht  faanalcM  n4t«re 
of  the  paragraph  trhen  aantfAoMd  by  UfuMv  and 
avare^  dial  tf  the  oiatm  liiovid  ttt^  ooiiieao  any 
I^alifliDeyit'imildbeifthai  pawort*  plead  Ae^ad^ 
Tertisemental  aceocmt  6f  the  pnpsraCicba,  by^pao^ 
dndng  the  congkidpaper  from  which  it  was  takeft^ 
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aad  .argoiiig  tliat  tlie  pavagraph  iras  a  sq^antte 
and  distinct  am^nmiicatiim-^^  O*  j«s,'^  he  re*- 
plied^  ^  it  is  easy  to  remoire  ^entiiNdy  Ae  ifli|Nre8- 
son  ^»duced  by  das  imstah^i;  but^  Andrew,  ye 
should  know  that.fiilkft  in  London  cannot  afford: 
l3ieir  time  for  nothing ;  and  that  diaracters,  Wae 
other  things^  fRrlgim.lhey  are  beugfat.nrast  bepaid 

^<  Very  Mie,  MrNetde^?  said  o«r  hero  drily  ^* 
'^  andwhen  th^  are  stolen,  the  thief  maun  not. 
only  make  restitutiosii  but  may  be  made  to  suffisr- 
pjlftjahment^'^ 

Jil^€i0^  h^ikgA  at.Andvew^  incredulous  to  lias 
0wi^  ears,  not  b^niig  previonsly  canceived  hincr 
pmessed  of  any.  audi  acutooifiss ;  and  his  newly; 
xecev^fd  self-poeiseasbn  vas  comjdetdy  ovearsel^ 
whm  Wylie  added>  ^^  I  ftar  and  doobt,  Mr  Net- 
tie»  tlvt  ye  ken  mairabcHit  this  than  ye  let  on  ; 
aod  I  ^ould  ooimeil  you^  as  a  firien\  to  put  your- 
shoiild^.to  the  wheel)  and  gat  out  o^  die  mke^ 
and  on  j^our  y^%y  rc^indng,  wi'  a!  tbe,  q>eed  ye^ 
dew.  ^Qf^  a  then^  to  be  ony  compounding  aboix^ 
this  Uaeji.  jobii  itvyi  hae  to  come  free  your  aide 
•^^1  Tipy.  MeAingi  My  betters  will- judge  fiv 
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tteoMoiMii  'ii  fmjt  hie  fertred  gude  yOl^  yeV 
drmfc'the  bet;to]>-^A  B^^^a  Ikf  ooy  )ioo,  Mr  Net-' 
tie;  ^mi,  a 'teddyti'  qoalhy'ir  naifte  is  no  1^  be) 
Ubttediri^iiewBpapeii^fflk'^iinptutety;  doy^ 

to  deal  with  tliat  he  had  supposed — for  hisftnst* 
idea  nae^  that  tIiei>Cdiiiit6itf  laighir  to  «ffifi^*to 
pay  handacnndly  for.  weftBtind  octeteaittdtiM  ef 
the  i^aoder-t^  ciu^igedfan  tuM^4ni  mi^^^Ym 
have  misimderstood  noe,  Mr  Wylie ;  aU'Iin^attt^ 
waa^  tbatv  before  tins  nfifistidiate  laulalw  geU  into 
t^;Q^1ifflr4»i]len^  I  a0iddby.«iy]BflttCttee8tepft; 
bpt^  as  Jtinusibe'attfaoBiB.eii^peinoe'tO'dieiii,  and 
Ipaaof  time  tOk  vie,  I  trostit/in&beeimidd^red;^  ' 
.  ^^  C<n]^deBr€d  P^fonHL  our  hcro^iddignandy ; 
^  A  flail  to  ithelaiiihehHi'B  htffdieB;'    Mr^Netde, 
•  I;  flDspect  a&d  belieite  thiM;  your  kaaCa/ao  elear  tf- 
tte  cxMiDL'  o'k  dds  .'vmk.  ^  Gkit'tt  waah^t->-get  it 
iica$h\ OS  it  may  be  dned  vi^a  hempto  mwel.^   * 
Aad  00  sagnhg)  'he  faft*  the  <rfloe^  irher^  <£e' 
aalQimdied  Netde^  irho/had  net  deem^htra  ma^y 
degrees  $hoVfi  idiocy^  st^bd  ei^luaiied  tathe  Bpett. 


^•mm,hmmtmBt,Mm*»hehm.    lajribecm 


Tbe  funea^oKvUck  Anfav  lui  Iwei  se 

teuif  graitTy  exceeded  In  tnee;  Int  coaBfide 
Ikefc  die  eBEfioein  vlddi  ke  vm  cagaged  voq 
enme  >  — diyertg  tifipeiaj  ienlwdef  goij 
ftoii  llie  Bewqpipv^ABe  to  Ibr  y^Skmfs  dw 
hexBf  he  went  dJiwJj  bedc  to  Send^ffond-lioiu 
end  xeedied  llie  door  at  die  same  Ime  inkk  M< 
^eniit,  irini,  diii^ilf  glencii^  at  hia  iwignHira 
apBe8aBDoe*t  BBfBKoaci  Ibibi  se  aonie  tEadessuu 
aMaK9iger^aiidiia8JMilalktlfr8Bi|aJacdidiai  ] 
waa  nahered,  akiDg/willLliiHifid:^  iato  the  htfon 
The  CooBteaa  liaa  xqp  stairairidk  bar  £idier. 
'^  You  hekmg  tathe  fiunily^  I  preaume  ?""  sa 
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tbe  ocMmtty  gaidoiMtt,  with  an  aeotM  •£  mutno- 
gation. 

^  I  emna  jtMt  sny  ilhM^  was  Aiidmr'»«B8wer ; 
"  bat  I\n  concerned  ftr  thttst."^ 

MoTdMint  kneir  nut  what  t6  tfabk  of  hur  ca»« 
panion,  and  looked  at  hiln  for  a  moment  with  an 
ex^ireflnon  of  die  mOBt  inefftUe  womrm ;.  but  the 
oddity  of  Andrew^  appefsrance  ahnost  kttattdjr 
levearfled  hia  fediings. 

Whik  they  wore  thua  eoav^wnig^  Ac  Maor^piia 
of  Ayonside^g  carriage,  which  had  driyw  isma^ 
tbe  8((Qasey  drew  up  at  the  doer,  and  immediattly 
9&eK  his  Lordship  handed  the  CouatMa  in^  ^d 
takiiig  hia  ^lace  beade  her,  was  instantly  eo»« 
veyed  hinne.  The  leryanla  in  the  had  werr  at 
no  lott  to  gisesa  the  metivea  and  eoaif  lesdon  el 
this  proeeedis^ ;  and  one  of  the  footmen,  as  soon 
as  the  carriage  had  left  the  bcrose,  iufbtmed  Mor« 
dsiint  of  wha<  had  fakett  plaee.  Andrew^  on  h^r* 
ing  this  news,  veceUeoted  the  old  proverb^  ^bu 
no  good  was  e^er  got  by  lAeddlkig  betwe«a  num 
and  wife ;  and  prud^Eitly  resolved  to  escape  im- 
mediately from,  the  scene  of  action. 

''  Wm  ye,  sir^  ssid  he  to  Mof dauM;,  "  be 
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pleMed  to  mU  my  Lofd,  that  Andrew  Wylie  was 
at  the  newBpaper-dffice,  and  found  out  there  that 
the  while  tot  of  die  Btoiry  about  my  Xeddy^s  fox- 
paw,  is  just  the  cUshmatlaver  of  a  mideart  re- 
poirter,  and  he  needna  filsh  himsel  any  nuur  about 

^  May  I  aAj  sir,^  said  Mordaunt,  supposing' 
that  Andrew  belonged  to  some  of  Ae  newspa- 
pers, whidi  at  that  thne  were  chiefly  in  the  himds 
of  Siootchmen>  *^  with  what  paper  you  are  con^ 
nectedr 

"  Me  conneclit  with  a  newspaper  !— Na,  na, 
sir;  Fm  <^  an  holiester  trade — Fm  learning  to 
be  a  writer  wi*  Mr  Vellum,  a  very  respectable 
solicitor  in  Lincoln'^s  Inn.  Only  I  hae  been  do- 
nig  a  bit  job  between  han'^s  for  my  Leddy.'* 

Mordaunt  was  still  more  at  a  loss  than  ever  to 
comprehend  the  office  aad  character  of  our  hero, 
and  would  have  ent^ed  mto  a  conversation  witli 
hun  more  particularly  reladve  to  the  newspaper  ; 
but  Andrew  was  apprehendve  that  he  had  already 
gone  too  fiur  wiA  a  stranger,  akhough,  by  the 
manner  in  which  Mordaunt  conducted  himself  to- 
wards the  servants^  he  perceived  Aat  he  consi. 
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dered  hiimelf  on  terms  of  intiniacy  with  their  mas^ 
ter.  U&der  this  impression^  he  therefore  myoved 
hastily  to  the  doGt^  without  rqplymg  to  a  question 
concerning  the  paragraph ;  and,  with  a  curious 
and  significant  look  as  he  tuvned  tljie  bolt^  said, 
^^  I  wish  you  a  vera  gude  morning*'" 


I  . ' 
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NEGOCIATION. 


When  the  Earl  was  informed  by  Mordaunt 
that  the  Countess  had  left  Sandyford-house  witi 
her  father,  he  immediately  returned  home,  accom- 
panied by  his  friend.  Soon  after  this  Sir  Charles 
Rimnington  called ;  and,  on  being  shewn  into  thi 
library,  where  they  were  still  standing,  he  made  i 
low  and  very  formal  bow  to  the  Earl,  and  thei 
stated  that  he  was  commissioned  by  his  nobh 
friend,  the  Marquis  of  Avonside,  to  inquire  wha' 
his  Lordship  had  to  allege  against  the  conduct  fl 
Lady  Sandyford. 

The  Earl,  as  weU  as  Mordaunt,  was  puzzle^ 
by  the  narrow  and  ahnost  technical  ground  whi<^ 
the  Marquis  had  taken ;  but  his  Lordship  rd 


{died,  ^^  The  Countess  liecsdf  best  loioifs  for 
iriiat  retson  lAie  lias  ^[ok^  her  home.** 

''  Upon  that  pomt,""  said  Sir  Cbailei  Umi^. 
ton,  ^^  I  h»ie  no  instroc&ns.* 

^  Then,*^  mied  the  Earl,  idiarplj,  <<  the  only 
answer  I  can  return  is,  let  her  La^^rchip  say 
viiat  sheiriAe6iDe^4lo,^aBdit8ludlbekistantly 
dooe.^ 

^^  tf  I  iM»dc9iitood  Lord  A^enside  dearly,'"  an- 
«wei«d  Sir  Chades,  ^>  he  k  averse  to  any  fennal 
separation ;  «nd  the  Countess  is  not  in  a  condi- 
tion at  pi?eeent  to  ocnne  to  amy  detennination.'" 

"  Every  thing  rests  with  herself  said  Lord 
Swidjrfofd,  widi  eAotien.  ^  I  Imve  nodiing  to 
desire,  t>ut  ^at  she  nay  i^d  more  happiness  elsei- 
where,  '^faan  I  fear  she  has  done  with  me.  I  can- 
not at  tJns  moment  siry,  what  it  is  in  my  power  to 
allow  her  for  a  separate  estabfishment ;  but  to- 
fnorrow  I  dsaiS..  Assure  her  that—"  He  could 
say  no  more,  but  bowed  to  Sir  Charles,  and  left 
the  room. 

"  This  is  a  most  unfortunate  affair,^  said  Mor- 
daimt. 
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"  But  Bot  unatpcjefc^,  I^uodetstwd/  re^i4Ml 
Sir  Charles ;  "  herX^y^]^p!a  famijy.lwye 
,bee^  aware  ^f  her  situation.'".      .  .     i 

-  ^  "  * 

"  Indeed  T  cried  .Mordauitt ;  "  apd^hcri^. 
it  that  Sandyford  was  nfivw.  in&med  ?  Who 
the  paramour  ?"  •      -.    ... 

"  Paramour  I"'  exclaiiiied  Sir.jChaxI^s,  with 
dignation.  ^^  This  is  adding  cruelty  and  insult 
to  the  wrongs  whicji  sl^e  ,hi93  .^Ir^adjr  jsuffi^ed. 
Lprd.San^yford  ki^ows  that  there  is  up  guiU.on 
Jber  part ;  s^e  has,  lopg  b^caa  tljie  victim  pi?  hw 
negligence,  and  her  repi;Lt|i,tippi  is  hlast^  .1^  tl)^ 
cQnsequences.'*'  ,     .  ,   ..  . 

«  This  is  dreadfiil  !^  jcHed  MO^daunt  "  J^ 
you  mean  to  say,  that  althpu^  t^  levity  of  her 
conduct  has  been  so  notorious  as  to  ];]|^ome  tjti^ 
game  of  a  newspaper  pasquinade;^  that  hef;  husbftad 
is  entirely  to  blame  ?*" 

"  Sfa-r  replied  Sir  Charles,  formally^  "  I  did 
not  come  from  my  noble  firi^n4>ih€r  fiM^her^  to  ext* 
ter  into  any  controversy  on  the  subject.  The 
Earl  agrees  to  a  separation  ;  and  from  his  known 
character,  I  doubt  not  the  arrangement  will  Jj9 
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ixMnpktod  in  a  sM&Bbdotj  manner.  I  nnut  ocm- 
feas,  however,  that  I  have  been  surprised  at  his 
eaaotion ;  he  seemed  much  more  affected  than  I 
could  previously  hare  imi^^ed.*^ 

^  The  duiracter  of  my  fiiiend  is,  I  find,  not  well 
kmmn,^  said  Mordaimt ;  ^  but  I  hope  the  sefa- 
ntiim  will  not  be  final.^ 

^^  AAer  what  has  taken  place,  and  the  ezpe* 
]!ience  they  hare  had  of  each  other,  it  is  the  best 
Aiaag  that  can  now  ha|ypen,^  replied  Sir  Charles. 
^  But  Us  Lordship  will  no  doubt  feel  that  it  is 
^e  to  his  own  honour  to  investigate  the  newqpih 
per  calumny,  and  to  bear  tesdmony  to  his  convic- 
tion of  his  injured  lady^'s  innocence.'" 

^  Is  there  no  chance  of  our  heiag  able  to  effect 
•  TecondUation  if  lehe  is  innocent  ?^ 

^  1  inD  take  no  part  in  any  proceeding  havmg 
dMit  for  its  dgect,""  said  %  Charles*  ''Mynobk 
fiiesd  the  Mavquis  assures  me  that  Lady  Sandy- 
ftvdis  %mt  of  the  worst  used  wives  in  the  world, 
f  Tefy  on  hk  Lorddup'^s  honour  and  integrity  for 
Aetrudi  cyf  the  statement;  and witji  tluKt impres- 
I  duniM  deem  myself  base  indeed  wore  I  to 
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.  •  » 

ijeooMiBe&d  any  thing  to  derogatoTyfts  the  mem^ 
Bbte  you  suggest.^ 

1   Sir  Charles  then  left  the  mom,  and  Moidamit 
went  to  the  Ead  in  his  own  apartment. 

Sir  CHarled  Hunnington  was  a  pcditical  a<9ie- 
rent  .of  the  Marquis  of  Avonside,  and  had  been 
^naployed  in  several  diplomatic  missions,  in  which, 
it  was  said,  he  shewed  great  selfi^immand,  and 
upheld  the  dignity  of  his  sov^dgn  with'  all  pro^ 
priety,  but  none  of  his  missions  erer  were  succesa- 
ful.  The  parliamentary  adyersaries  of  the  Mar- 
quis said,  that  this  was  owing  to  hia  inability  to 
understand  the  spirit  of  his  indtiuctious ;  but  it 
could  never  be  shown,  ihat  in  any  one  instance,  he 
jfid  not  adhere,  with  a  most  surprising  constancy, 
to  the  letter.  Besides  this  political  connexion,  he 
was  related  to  the  Comitess  by  her  mother ;  on 
which  account,  the  Marquis  had  requested  his  in« 
tetferenc^.  But  although  no  man  could  wdl  h6 
really  less  qualified  to  manage  any  affior  of  de* 
li6acy  to  a  fiivouraUe  and  conciliatory  issrue,  Sir 
Charles  possessed  many  external  attributes,  whidi 
may  be  termed  the  minting  of  a  geiuleman--*ibe 
marks  which  designate  tfce  coin,  but  convajr  no 


Mea  of  die  inlfiiiflic  vdue  md  purity 

He  was  grave,  and  fair  gpoken-^reciae  m  bis  Ian-* 
^^uage,  erect  in  hk<uurrii^,  neat  in  his  dress,  and 
•his  hair  always  powdered  and  ananged exactly  ui « 

the  same  manner  as  he  wore  it  wben  ftrstintnidu- 
eed  at  Court 

On  refKuming  to  1^  Marqaia,  he  gave  his  liord-' 

-  ship  a  very  dreumstantial  aooount  of  what  had 
taken  place  with  the  Earl,  and  also  of  what  had 

'  passed  with  Mordaunt 

Although  dHs  rqMrt  was  the  precise  trath  as 

ttsr  as  it  went,  yet  it  conveyed  no  idea  of  th^  man- 

'  ner  in  which  his  Lordship  had  been  affected ;  Hod 

'  even  what  was  said,  suffered  in  the  repetition,  by 

■  the  odd  medium  through  which  it  was. conveyed. 

The  Marquis  was,  in  some  points  of  character, 

not  unlfte  Sir  Charles^  but  he  was  older ;  and 

'ipfast  was  precision  in  the  one,  approaching  to  pe- 

'  dantry,  was  sedate  pompoiE^  in  the  other.     The 

'accident  (^  happeim^  in  iSae  outset  of  life  to  be 

-  sucoessfel  in  di»  managnnent  of-  some  of  those 
ts^ing  pai&anentory  matters  that  the.  ministers 
of  the  chiy  are  in  the  prackioe  of  assigning  to  the 

'  hereditary  supporters  (^fove^nment,  he  was  taken 
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-libefa&Ms  toS.^  «asAte  ^.  idwuya  ^otokjL  gait^ 
mifd  talked  krag,  aitd  mMM  Uttjb^  ttfo  tlie  piurp^^e 
as  anjrtAortq^adcet.tm  dilb^  cM^  of  i)i9;HoiKi^« 
But  notiriJdiilaaJBiig  ike  pitowig  ipieftc^f^  of  I^ 
public  conduct,  he  was  upon  the  whdte  w^#t.  is 
called  a  steafltf  ckancter-^uni&iSB]^  i^tmg-.with 
everysuccessifTebatefa  ofiiuiilrterg>  aad  aeve^  Bdf^- 
big  mme  thftn  a  teaaonahk  Aave  of  o^dal  j^fi* 
titmage.    In  prirate  Itfe  1^  wag  pum4;u|d  and  ]ba- 
iKmraUe;  and  ahhougb  he  n^ver  jm/A  a  .witty 
tiring,  nor  uiiderBtood  a  vise  •nei  h^  pos^^aapd 
niany  of  the  most  ueqpeetable,  ttf^  in  if^  dpin^a- 
'tk  chaiacter  ofanEngJkh  n^^n^^an.  Itipa^edU 
leBSf  hoiTever,  to  add^that  he  was  nefvertbdega  ji^ot 
act  allfitied  to  acttheptudentestpatrtinthajpeca* 
IkorMaes  of  hk  daughfterV  sataatioiL 

He  eommunicatBd'to  the  CowiybeoB  a£[M^hi^  ae- 
count  of  what  had  passed ;  but  his  .]ii|iq»itiye  ^v^^as 
stBl  more  deficient  in  cenveying  a  tru^  iisfwii^ai^^ 
of  what  had  takm  plaoe,  than  e^m  duit  of  g^ 
Charles ;  insomuch^  that  har  Ladyship^s  l^uinilim* 
lion  was  gready  aagmoited  to  £n4  ^uiit  her  fans- 
hand- «ias  aeentt^q^^  aait.sppeared.to  1ms^.so4|Uu1 


to  fir  tt#  oflter  ott  W  0im  tMM  Sht  saiA,  hov. 
^nmt,  ii(9tldiig,  bat'Teqlieiiltd  to  %is  kft  •Imd';  and 
the  moment  that  her^hcr  had  leimeA,  «he  peve 
veiti  io  lier  feeBngs  in  kngcoiitiniiedl  weeping. 
TMs  gl^tfy'if^K^vedher  mind,  and  abe  was  aUe 
'aAer#atdl)'to  tefl^oteidndy^onhef  aitua^n*  She 
reiidftid  to  ^%[dild  some  of  Aoie  lud^ttiteAt  mt- 
tasm^iA  wM<^  the  Earl  first  manifested  his  dis- 
Sie  other  pasie^m  f»t  what  he  caUed  sel^exhibi- 
tion,  and  the  artlftcifid  e^i^iaUity  of  her  mamhsrs^ 
whSeh  he  somethneii  pMri^ty  dnided  as  hypo- 
crisy; and  she  war  sensil^  ihat  there*  must  ha^e 
been  s^mie  ert^  in  her  syvtem,  since  it  had  failed 
to  interlest,  of  ralh^r  since  it^had  served  to  dis- 
gust, the  0^  man  whom  she  really  eared  to  ^ease. 
Theb6hai4k>ur,  too^efMnHamdan^had  taught 
her  also  an  important  lesson.  In  the  course  ci 
tiidir  filunrt  ii^erfiew  that  monmig,  the  s<«didness 
of  her  art  had  heen  so  phnnly  £sdosed,  that  it  ne- 
cessarily pifofduotd  a  deep  and  a  resentAil  impves* 
«eiL  La^  SMflyfirad  eonid  not  diaginse  to  her- 
0i¥'the  prndkal  iHostfation  mtiA  it  afibrded  of 
those  ma^nms  wMch  Ae  had  been  instiwcted  to 
rnpeet  as  the  csgei^ial  principba  ^  faahionabla 
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life,  As  if  ther<3  ware  any  tbingin  fiulnon  that  coidd, 
be  at  variande  wldi  the  tied  imcl  clianns  xrliich  con- . 
stitute  the  cement  of  dociety . 

The  collet  of  these  teflections  had  an  ininie-. 
dia^  eflRset  on  hei"  Ladyship^s  mind;  and  fronr 
that  homr,  she  resdved  to  act  another  part,  more 
agreeable  to  her  own  original  nature  and  charac-^ 
ter;  The  roc^k  was  indeed  now  struck ;  and  the , 
stream  that  was  to  sjnread  freshness  hi  the  desert, 
of  her  wedded  hfe,  b^an  to  flow. 

Her  first  incH^tion  was  to  return  immediately 
home  to  her  husband,  and  express  to  him  frankly 
what  she  thought  and  suffered ;  but  this  a  fals^ 
pride  prevented  h^  from  doing,,  ev^i  while  sha 
confessed  to  herself  that  she  had  been  ti9o  rashly 
induced  by  her  father  to  abandon  the  conjugal 
roof. 

The  Marquis  was  obUged,  or  raider  so  feh  him- 
self, to  af  tend  the  House  of  Lords  that  evening  ; 
he  was  imleed  anxioucf  totake  a  part  in  the  debate,, 
chiefly  to  shew  how  lightly  he  considered  the.  d^^ 
rogatory  predickmbnt  in  which  his  daughtcsr  had 
been  placed.  Sir  Charles  Runnington  was  at  the 
same  time  instructed  by  his  Lordship  to  go  round. 
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the  diib*lioii8es  in  ;St:  Jamei^g  ^teeet,  in  oxder*t#> 


fraternities,  that  the  aq^fition  cf  the  Earl  and 
CouxUew  of  Sandyfoid^  so  far  from  bebg  occasion- 
ed fay  any  inq^ittod  guilt  on  Ae  part  of  her  Lady* 
ship,  was  aon^  hy  herself  and  adviaed  and  sane** 
tkmed  hy  her  fiither. 

When  the  Marquis  retum^  in  the  evening,  be 
found  the  Conntess  alone  in  the  drawing-room, 
comparatively  at  her  ease^and  attended  by  Flounce, 
her  own  maid.  As  he  had  made  what  he  deemed 
an  able  qieech,  aldxou^  it  contained  neither  &ct 
nor  argument  to  illus^te  the  expediency  of  the 
measure  he  endeavoured  to  advocate,  he  was  on 
excellent  terms  wiiii  himsdif,  and  complimented 
the  Countess  on  the  fortitude  with  which  she  sus^ 
tained  herself.  But  instead  of  replying  to  him  in 
the  same  strain  of  good  humour,  she  briefly  told 
him  that  she  was  arranging  with  Flounce  to  quit 
London  next  morning ;  and  that  it  was  her  inten- 
tion to  go  at  once  to  Elderbow^,  the  seat  of  the 
dowager  Lady  Sandyford,  her  mother-in-law. 

^^  Is  your  Ladyship  of  a  sound  mind  in  this  de- 
termination P^  exclaimed  the  Marquis,  in  his  ora* 


juuudf  to 
?    lt»nniiw,didl 
Hj? — It  Hiqr  be  s  x^Dbe.* 

^  No  matter,"  replied  llie  Coanfeeai  in  s  calm 
film  Toice, '^  I  vin  make  llie  attcBffc.  Klstaj 
Iwae^cgif  Igp  toaayrfmyownwiatimwjllend 
eolomiiig  to  tlie  danden  in  circulation  against 
me;  bat  if  I  take  19  my  abode  with  tlie  mother  of 
aqr  bndiandy  and  I  am  aoie  she  vill  leoeiTe  me 
fcin^,  the  malioe  of  the  vodd  vffl  be  idbidBBd  and 


The  ComricsB  peradTed  tiiat  her  firtber  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  lesohition  she  bad  tdoen ;  bat 
as  it  was  the  most  expedient,  indeed  tbe  best  ifbieb 
at  Ibe  lOMieBt  she  eoidd  adapt,  lUs  gave  hor  no 
fab^  and  die  soon  afteriridied  him  good  1^^ 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 


7£&PX,£3^lTI£8. 


DvKiNGv  the  Tmamadet  of  ibe  dasy  after  die 
Countess  left  Sandyford-House,  the  £ad  contK 
iiued  nBeasy^  iralitbleiy  md  tbov^htfoL  Mor- 
cbymt  dined  iriili  bkx^  and  in  the  evening  he  be- 
gaa  to  rally  a  fitde ;  but  in  the  imdst  of  bis  Jocvt* 
kHritji  for  be  was  naturally  disposed  to  indulge 
bis  &ney  in  a  humonms  ^y  upon  the  passing 
Uapics  of  iiie  moment,  be  would  suddenly  fall  into 
fits  of  abstraction,  from  which  he  as  suddenly  re- 
eorered  himself  as  if  awakening  from  a  trance  of 
which  be  bad  been  unconscious.  His  friend  saw 
Ins  mental  struggle,  and  exerted  himself  in  every 
poasiUe  mianner  to  draw  him  from  the  pressure  of 
bis  wahaffy  thoughts ;  but  all  his  eflbrts  proved 
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unavailing,  and  he  at  last  said,  '^  Sand3rford,  this 
will  not  do ;  you  cannot,  I  perceive  plainly,  meet 
this  event  with  that  indifference  which  you  have 
affected,  and  which  you  are  so  strangely  ambitious 
as  to  endeavour  stiB  to  maintain  even  before 
me. 

"  I  confess  it,'*'  replied  his  Lordship,  ^*  and  I 
should  have  borne  it  even  more  weakly  had  Au- 
gusta been  really  guflty ;  but  how  can  I  invite  a 
reunion,  when  that  old  mandarin,  Sir  Charles 
Runnington,  declares  my  own  behaviour  has  been 
such,  that  her  friends,  as  well  as  herself,  are  .de« 
sirous  of  the  separation  ?  Now,  if  I  had  thought 
she  cared  half  the  value  of  ah  odd  trkk  for  me,  or 
even  cduld  but  hav^  cairod,  I  would  have  been  a 
very  different  sort  of  a  husband.  However,  the 
Rubicon  is  passed ;  but  oxie  thing  at  least  I  may 
still  try,  and  that  is  to  proye  t}iat  I  am  BXH;  alto^ 
gether  the  irreclfi^Mable  Hot .  Jdah,  which  tlie 
world  so  charitably  Qiiipposes.^ 

The  manner  in  which  this  wa^  said,  though  ge- 
nerally in  a  tone  of  freedom  and  gai^,  had  yet  aa 
accent  of  sadness  that  moved  the  cpm^^asdon  of 
Mordaunt,  and  he  conte^aplated  the  endeavoured 
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d[iqerftdi)je80  of  )u8  fiiend,  us  he  would  have  lode- 
ed  upon  a  deeping  infant^  covered  with  a  laoe 
veilj-p-a  sight  which,  notwithstanding  the  heialtfa, 
the  smUe,  and  the  bloom  that  shines  through^  of- 
ten suggests  melancholy  associations  to  the  afiec!- 
tionate  heart. 

^^  I  think,  Sandyford,  you  would  fe^l  yoursdf 
better,  were  you  to  be  more  communicative,^  said 
Mordaunt*  ^^  There  can  be  nothing  in  your  si- 
tuation  lli^  a  fiiend  may  not  know."^ 

"  True,"  replied  the  Earl ;  *'  but  a  man  seldom 
chooser,  his  £riend  to  be  the  confidant  of  his  sins. 

*  * 

I  have  been  wi^se  perhaps  than  you  imagine^ 
though  I  believe  not  quite  so  bad  as  the  world  has 
repreamted  me*  Bi^  I  have  done  enough  ^  ill 
to  know,  th^  the  task  I  undertake  is  not  only  to 
ilkake  a  jcharacter,  but  to  recover  one.  However, 
let.  us  bid  adieu  to  the  gloomy  pile  of  my  Conr> 
cems.for  the  pesent,  and  tdl  me,  Mordaunt, 
son^thing  of  your  own^-the  affair  with  Miss  Beau* 
damp^^When  is  the  wedding  to  be  P"" 

"  Wby,  to  say  the  truth,  my  Lord,"  refdied 
Mordaipit^  lau^^bdngly ;  ^'  alikough  it  is  a  settled 
pomt  between  us,  there  ii|  yet  a  great  impediment 


MM  CHAimsE  xxin* 

to  be  overeopie.  The  Baronet,  her  htbet^  it 
teems,  many  years  ago,  when  Jnfia  was  Imt^ '« 
diild,  made  a  compact  with  his  n^rig^honi^  th» 
late  Mr  BircUimd,  that  she  ebould  be  married  to 
Jack  Birchknd,  then  quite  a  boy ;  and  if  Bfarcfa^ 
land  win  take  her,  he  swears  nobody  ehe  shafi 
have  her,^ 

<^  Ah  me  i  for  aught ,  that  ever  I  cocM  loam^ 
^e  course  of  ^true  hive  never  did  tujk  raiootb,^ 
cried  his  Lordship ;  ^^  and  Birchlaod  wiU  be  a. 
oursed  fool  if  he  don%  begging  yoi^  pardon.^ 

^^  Ay,  but  there  are  two  words  to  a  barg|ni,f— « 
Julia  has  something  herself  to  aay  in  tiie  koai^ 
ness,!"  replied  Mordannt. 

^'  Th^Q  Birchlandis  really  indined  to  stand  hy. 
the  compact  ?^  said  the  Eaii. 

''  Tm  )xai£  afraid  he  k ;  and  vhat  is  move,  JUr^ 
&  herself  has  some  suspicion  of  iiw  same  sort.'*^ 

^^  Now,  I  uiiderstand  the  whole  affidr,^  «x» 
claimed  the  S«rl,  laughing,  and  intmruptang  hkoa^. 
^  you  are  come  to  I^ondon  to  meet  hets^  and  a 
itelm  matdi  is  in  ooiU»mplation.^  r 

*^  You  are  miirtaken,^  said  M(«dai|nt,  ao«%e« 
what  gravdty,  ^^  Miss  Beaudiamp  will  not  submit 


n 
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to  Kttfilkaag  BO  ieroga/unj  {olKradf ;  batit  seem 
ifaftt  her  00081%  LetatU  Iiby,  has  taken  a  Suuj 
fir  Bircfaland,  and  our  fmrnprKate  olgeci  it  to 
make  them  man  and  wifb^  and  hy  that  meana 
ftiistrate  or  defeat  flie  p^tiaadons  designa  of  Sir 
Thomas." 

^  There  aie  no  sodb  ingenknif  nest-builders, 
after  al,  as  yon  bbds  of  the  bowers,"  cried  the 
Bari,  gaity;  but  cheddng  binraelf,^  added,  ^  die 
^ot  is  good*— very  good — but  how  if  i^  to  b» 
brought  to  a^  bearing  r* 

^  Jidf»  has  persuaded  her  &ther  to  odme  to 
town,^  mi  Mordaunt,  ^^  and  Miss  Irl^  is  mth 
thmn.  They  anmd  diiB  miimiing.  Biiidiland  is 
expectei  in  the  course  atn  ftw  days." 

^^  Were  Kivhhttd  one  of  our  town-bred  spar- 
rows,'«d  not  -A  ch^ndi  of  the  gro^e,  I  shbidd 
advisej"*^  i^efAfed  die  Bsrl,  <^  the  pretty  Letitia  to 
000  for  lovers  amidst  her  native  shades ;  but  as  I 
doubt  not  he  is  as^  gu^elesa  as  a  blaoldrad,  no 
httnn  may  come  <^  their  biffing  eym  in  a  London 
Oigt.    However,  we  ishall  ste*"^ 

Mdrdamit^'  ebbing  this  sally^  looked  seziondf 
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at  due  Eaai,  and  siaiy  gsa^refy,  ^'  Yo«r^  Bond^ 
Sandyfbrd,  I  am  sony  id  Ke^  is  accuatemedttaB^ 
gard  Jiglitly  some  thmgs  idncli  you  were  once  in 
the  habit  of  coABiiimng  victf  diffcsentlgr.  .  Bkeh^. 
hoid.ireie  a  vfflam^  If  he  cmsld  take  advantage  of. 
a  fcmd  girFs  mnocent  affections.'" 

Hig  Loididi^  UiMfaed9.aiid  was  far  a  moment 
out  of  countenance^  but  secoTcnng  his  lusual  fami- 
liaa^y  replied,  ^^  You  John  Bulls  of  the  coiuatry 
serreji^  your  moralily.iathe  husk;  a.  man,  of 
pleasure  among  you  cannot  taste  a  k^m^l^  with*, 
out  being  snppotod  to  hate  ecaobed  the  decalogue. 
That  same  woid^  villain,  is  a  whoreson  phrajsien-^, 
dowlas,  fikhy  dowlas,^**-biU  he  added,. in  a.tos^. 
so  deqp  and  emphatic^  that  it  .made  the  heart  o£ 
Mordaunt  vibrate  m  sympathetki  aaguid^.  ^\  The 
wovdy  however,  suits  the  action,  but  in  usiBg  it>  X 
siq^pose  you  fetgot  at  the  mtwent  what  my  wiib^ 
and  her  friends  think  of  me."" 

,Mo«dannt  for  sevwal .  seconds  w«s  waUe  to 
make  any  ansnoeriand  iMn  .he.  added>  ^VYow 
whde  life,  Sandyford^  has^  been^  a  xiddia  Thct 
t^wn  tsm  of  it^  hM^dii^iess^  all  t];tt9ae.irha  es^ 


teemed  yM,  abd  who  dierislied  expet*atioiift  whfch 
yoa  were  <mce  able  to  rraliEe*^ 

<'  I  am  still  aUe,"*  cried  the  Eari,  with  ^  geM. 
ronscotifideiiceinhaiowMpoweH^)  ^buk  ibe  jadr 
must  go  to  grass.  I  intend,  with  all  conTcnknt- 
i^eed,  to  settle  mytowtdy  affairs,  and  ttoi,  begin 
another  eoarse  o£  beng-  at  Cbastington^haB,— *an 
Elysitun,  as  my  mother  has  often  told  me,  where 
tl^  manes  of  my  ancestbrs,  in  the  eluqie,  I  sup- 
pose, of  -  old  portraits,  w^uld  seowi  theif  branre  en^ 
oooragement  on  my  emills«s  endeaTOUSs  to  t^ 
vite  the  fkded  liMtre  ^  their  blood.  Bnt-to  dUU, 
like  to  many  odier  o£  tl^  gbod  old  ds^ager%  siawi 
and  saying  I  bftve  been  no  better  than  the  infiv 
dd.  Howeyer,  I  am  resdived  fer  »  tia^  to  tiake 
up  my  abode  at  Chastingtdn,  and  by*the  poet  to^ 
day  I  sent  orders  to  pr^are  Ibr  my  veeepdon. 
Were  you  not  so  engaged,  I  would  4sk  yim  to  gir 
with  me,  for  I  beUeve  it  is  a  fav^e  old  AuwRad^ 
otiffe  pkee,  a  speotr^  sispronnded  by  ft  rookery, 
iridch  I  was  ^i4;lle  point  at  one-time  of^tolfii^, 
on  aecountofitslKsti»i«e^&etti  town,  and  thered^ 
haired  bumpkins,  that^saise  ilp^frem  it'oeeadottP 
ally  to  see  LondoU}  and  to  keep  their  lord  and 
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Jii^:m.l^»ti»«^r,aiid  t^^eir  M«w«  in  ibe  hdl  in 
Uvgl^^f  •U'  the^ti|iae  Aeyt  stay.*" 

M^ir^Wit  ^TOle4  ftt  thf&latter  leasonfiir  port- 
iu^  ir^  tl^  api^ei|fci^irwd«])ice  of  aU  the  Sandjr^ 

^^  Up(Mi  my  honour,^  said  his  XiOidflhipy  ^'  them 
is  more  truth  in  it  than  you  think.  YoneaBliave 
Dp  conception  bow  much  we  were  jdagned  by  ^le? 
sans  of  the  patriarchal  fijLtqres  of.  Chastington^ 
ball)  Qoming  here  to  leaxn  the  eraft  and,  mystery 
of  ^Mltmanry ;  and  th^.wfirst  irf'it  was,  that,,a£bcr 
^^^were  initiated  jm  all  the  tpdcjb  of  the.trade, 
I  wap  oU]|g^  to  giyei  A^n  (^utracters  to  my  ac- 
quaintance^  in  tbep^ect  omyiction,  that  any. 
psr^ifcqple  of  b^ne^^  or  sobriely,  whick  th^^ 
faBQUg^t  wiith  th^m ircmtihe o(ramtryf.was entirdy. 
lost  in  this  houpe.    The  ppsses^ion  of  the  place 
ma4e^ja^,  indeed^feel  ^  if  I  k^  a  roguery  fi>r 
tbesD^y  of  thelA9idon»9rlifit;  and  conscience, 
with  ,a  few  secondary  c(»isideratians  arising  front 
losses  at  play,  urged  jap  tO;  part  ^gdth  it    But 
nobody, <^m)d  he  found  ric^  enon^  oar 
ei^owi^Mm^  t^^  im^hii^'' 


^'Siffety  yoa  have  never  seen  dutetSngtoiC 
said  MoicUttmty  shocked  th^t  Mr  Ldi^ddiip  dioiild^ 
tbink  wHh  so  much'  levity  of  partmg  iriiih  a  do- 
main and  'mansbn,  which,  A)ir  many  ages,  a  loi^ 
tine  ^noUe  ancestors  had  successively  ddig^ted 
to  e!nrich  and  adom. 

^<  O  never! — ^A  htmdred  and  seventy' nnlea 
finmi  London,  in  a  midland'  county — ^not  even 
s  market-town  witUn  half  a  idcore  of  leagdeih— ^ 
only  a  village  at  the  gate,  with  a  8ii^;ie  ale-hotise, 
where  a  cuckoo-clock  cUdcs  at  one  ode  of  i!he 
chimney-place,  and  the  ciurate,  smoking  his'  pipe 
in  an  antique  elbow-chair,  charms  at  the  other-— 
was  it  pofiBible  to  v^etat^  with  Lady  Sandyi 
ford?  I  did,  indeed,  at  our  marriage,  intend  ta 
make  it  our  principal  readende ;  but  k  Uight  fell 
upon  all  my  intentions  of  that  period,  ahd  I  ikeves 
since  could  endure  the  idea  of  looking  at  Chaste- 
ington,  till  the  adventuris  of  this  momihg  nemmU 
0d  me  of  what  my  mbther  used  to  say  about  the 
pcesiding  genii  that  inSiabit  theare.'^ 

After  some  finilier  genecal  conversatioii  rda* 
live  to  the  Earrs  plans,  Mdidau^t  ros^  t4b^  Idmi 
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good  Bight* '  ^  Come  to  me  to-monrow  as  esrly  as 
you  oan,^  said  bis  Lordgfaipy  as  he  shook  him  htf 
the  hand  at  partiiig ;  ^^  and  in  the  meantime  pot 
as  diuuritabie  a  construeticm  as  positble  on  any 
Ihing  that  mtiy  have  had  a  tendency  to  lowor  me 
in  your  esteem.     I  am  not,  my  dear  fdilow,  hdf 
80  had  as  I  have,  long  seemed--^  that  whi^ 
others  jrc^avded4»  the  indbriation  of  pleasure,  fras 
%o  me  the  firenzy  o£  a  fever.  My  outward  and  my 
inaer  man  were  in  afficting  oj^rition.    The.TO^ 
hiptuous  draught  that  I  was  seen  to  swallow  sq 
greeds.^  was  but  dnmk  as  an  opiate  to  idhiy  the 
mental  agony,  which  I  sulR&red.     I  Mt  as  if  the 
saving  and  fountain-head  q£  ail  my  motives  and 
hapfMuess  were  out  off,  and  the  fUture  rendered 
an  arid  and  devouring  desert.    A  worm  was  in 
die  oose  of  my  hearty  and  a  fire  in  my  brain ;  ai^d 
for  three  years  my  spirit  was  parched  with  inex-- 
tJBguJBhable  deiE^vair.     My  dbeipation  was  mar- 
tyrdom; and:  yet  I  woce  the  ma^  of  a  joyous 
libertine  so  well,  that  my  hidden  misery  was  n^ 
vet  discovered.     B«t  th^  mask,  Mordaunt,   is 
now  c^^r^tke  crisis  of  my  distemper  is  past^^^ 
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and,  aa  .die  ftcnky  say,  a  change  of  acew,  with 
country  akJand  emxirme^  wiA  pclrliifa  ooM|dete 

Puring  tlik  addFete,  wfaick  his  Lovdriq^  deM«. 
veredjwUb  cosfodtEaUe  enecgy,  vhBelieatill.hold 
hia  firi^od  l^  tbe  haiid>  Moixlaual  vat.  g>etd]F 
Bftoi^;  a^d  at  the  c<HidlMaioii, 'when  Ae-vehe*^ 
awe»o^,ef  the  Ead  had  sufaBided into  Awome^Stm^ 
liar  3timmf  he  6aid9  ^^  Sandyfod,  you  ot^^  tot 
haye  tcdd  19^  what  you  vetie  wiflBmring>  It  was 
too  «aueh  to  pttt;to  hazardy  famey  fiartune^  awl 
j^i;%g;>f^  without  coosultuig  any  fmnd."^  '      i 

^^  It  was,"^  replied  fab  Loxddiip)  ^^  l>ani  aen^ 
»b]^  it  was ;  but  if  I  could  have  be^  so  piudeML 
^  to  hmo  t^n  the  advice  ^any  fidend^l  riuiqld 
iiot  ijhen  hi9)Ve  he^u  ao>iBi4  <^to  isaqo^  Thei» 
are  states  ^f  ]i;|ie  :nu9d,.whii;h:  fiiends.  thowU  seat 
are  if  orhid^  withcmt  bcaug  t^ld^  Oae  of  the  Mr^t 
«yfl^toms  (€  i^telleotual  diMeinpecalaQQty  is  the 
^&rt  wlu<^  the  pi^ti^t  i^ak^ea  to  ooooegl  his  mo- 
huj^,  Could^'havebdeBlbr  o^moiQ^HatiniagiQed 
by  niy  firiqnd^^ — ^h«d  ^^  thoiigbt  sflmuds''  ou'daei 
Wfk  ilm\X  ^o^d  At'Oiu^  forego  ^Ujoi^earJ^  hthi 


kilt  cHAtim%  xtnttr. 

bits  of "^mulfttknft^  ti^'k^e  dffame^  afid  tke  tfemre 
of  p^^H  ittd'lSef  myself  tt^tlie  chttriot-irlieid^  of 
Basarfi'  and  BenduaHty,  without  a  eattise  F— <^N€s 
iiariMSkif  wtiMi  foii  hemdi  of  itiy  falling  ^ 
you  dk^iy  to  4iave  come'  to  me.  It  wai^  not  ^hr 
you  to  stand  aloof,  and  see  me  perish ;  for,  with- 
out vamty,  I  may  now  say,  humiliated  as  I  am  by 
the  sense  of  my  fruitless  talents  and  abortive  life, 
that  you  at  least  knew  my  original  worth.^ 

The  feelings  of  Mordaunt  were  overcome,  and 
hastily  hidding  his  Lordship  good  night,  he  rush- 
ed from  the  room  to  conceal  the  emotion  he  was- 
unable  any  longer  to  control.  The  heart  of  the 
Earl  was  reheved  by  what  had  passed ;  the  fine 
natural  elasticity  of  his  mind,  which  enabled  him 
tcr  pass  with  such  fdicitous  ease  from  one  topic  to 
another,  £lated  out  in  the  cheerful  antidpation 
of  being  yet  able  to  redeem  some  portion  of  the 
promise  of  his  youth ;  and  he  retired  to  his  bed. 
chamber  in  a  more  serene  and  temperate  mood 
Am  he  had  for  several  years  aijoyed.  The  only 
attxiety  he  suflfered  was  on  account  of  his  Lady, 
and  he  righed  as  he  said,  looking  at  her  {nctore^ 


whkk  kuag  orer  die  aMmtlB-pieoc^  ^Amims 
'AagjBuiM^  yo«  ne  ala^  gone.  I  thflmht  bit  lart 
B%ht  I  cwJd  hjwe  better  ifitd  ywL  N^-HMt- 
ta;  if  yea  ine  bj^ptflT— Yea  iMsre  aU  die  IeW- 
C8i  wiflhes  of  e  men  that  loved  yea  tea  mdL* 
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A  KAK  OF  BUSINESS. 


At  the  time  when  the  Earl  had  requested  Vel« 
lum  to  be  with  him  in  the  morning,  the  SoUcitor^ 
punctual  to  the  hour,  was  at  Sandyford-house, 
with  a  hasty  sketch  of  the  state  of  his  Lordship^'s 
pecuniary  concerns.  He  had  heard  something 
of  what  had  happened;  but  the  true  circuBEi* 
stances  were  so  different  Irom  the  report,  that  be 
could  not  help  saying,  ^^  I  presume  there  will  be 
no  prooeedistgs.'" 

*^  None  in  your  way,'*'  replied  the  Earl  dryly, 
as  he  perused  the  statement;  adding,  ^^  This 
looks  better,  Vdlum,  than  I  expected.  Have  yon 
any  account  of  my  debts  and  mortgages  ?'^ 

VeUum  sud,  somewhat  diffidently,  that  he  had  ; 
and  produced  a  paper.     The  Earl,  on  looking  it 


A  MAN  t>F  BUMVKSS.  tl5 

nver,  was  surprised  to  dbserre,  that  Vdhun  him- 
sSS-yrmi  by  far  the  moiA  considerable  credilor ; 
-he  took  no' notice,  however,  of  this  droonastiiice. 
dPbr  the  money  wfai<ih  he  hiad  borrowed  at  di£Sn>ent 
tallies,  he  had  paid  an  enormous  rate  of  usury; 
Imt  he  Ind  never  any  reiisott  before  to  8n«^>ed;  that 
y eUum  was  the  real  lender,  nor  did  he  do  so  at 
this  time.  He  oidy  thoogkt,  wfatt  was  indeed  the 
&ct,  that  Vellum  had  afterwards  bought  up  the 
^eeunlies. 

While  the  Earl  waii  perusing  the  list,  V^lltlm 
watched  his  eye  aniioudy,  but  could  discov^'nc^- 
thiiig  of*  what  was  passing  in  Us  mind.  On  re- 
^mnusig'it  to  him,  his  Loid^iip,  howevaer^  sftid, 
SMiewliat  em^adeaUy,  ^^  Vdkun,-  tins  is  a  black 
account;  we  must  use  ourlUst  endeavours  to  bleadi 
•the  e<m{dexion  of  some  of  these  Sl^voureditans.*^ 

The  Solicitor  fdt  the  fiill  fcnx^e  and  we^t  of 
this  remark,  and  said  at  once,  ^  I  am  awafre,  my 
Lord,  thai;  some  parts  of  it  are  not  exactly  what 
your  Lordyiip  pmdiuips^expeeted  to  see — ^I  allude 
to  my  own  daiiis ;  but  the  trutib  of  the  case  i^ 
sioBplytlulr:.HadI  not  redeemed  tSie^foondswhith 
oonslitttte  my  daim,  some  other  woUd ;  and  I  do 


1^  think  that  any  penon  into  whoea 
they  might  have  come,, would  have  been  nove  de- 
Hcate  than  myself.  I  m^^hi  ceitaiBfy,  as  your 
Lofdship^s  peofessionid  agent,  have  misted  the 
ddi)t  altogether ;  and,  in  that  manner,  the  oUiga- 
^n  to  pay  them  might  have  been  got  lid  of.  Bat 
your  Lordship  would  never  suffer  me  to  eotaMkh 
a  legal  right  at  the  expence  of  a  mmral  wrong.  I 
might  also,  my  L<Hrd,  for  suoh  things  axe  not  un- 
common, have  exhitnted  the  claim  nnder  diffiu'WU 
names,  by  which  my  interest  in  die  bustness  would 
have  been  disomulated ;  but  I  am  mcapable  of 
submittmg  to  practiae  any  such  equivocation.^ 

^^  I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  Vdlun^  with  yotur 
integrity  as  a  man  of  business,^  replied  his  Liord- 
ship ;  ^'  and  the  candour  of  your  declaration  con* 
firms  me  in  the  justice  that  I  have  uniformly,  in 
my  own  mind,  done  to  you  as  such.    My  confi- 
dence in  you  is  none  dbated,  and  I  do  not  consi- 
der the  profit  whidi  you  may  have  gttned  by  dieae 
dealings  as  procured  at  my  expenoe ;  bat,  doute-. 
less,  the  only  reason  which  indited  you  uot  to 
ttSl  me  that  I  might  have  occasionally  redeem* 
ed  the  pound  of  flesh,  arose  £[)om  your  thorou^t 
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^Asig'Stim  ^yoor  jftdkasibnill  tmsts  as  my  a^t/ 
'  y^im  bit  liis  fipii!;  bia  th^  Eari  iff  ft  mon^ 
<*a!iged!iifitdhc,-aiid»ftid  cheerftilly,  "Hotter, 
^ttiBi^i&iMejhAdhimstJuxthetepeMttd;  I 
•wish  yoa  all  happiness  with  ybtor  gains  ^  and  the 
«e(mer  they  are  i^alised,  the  more  I  shall' be  con- 
teitt.  But  one  thing  you.  tmist,  id  the  ineahfhne, 
do'fbir  mci  I  have  paid  niore  attention  to  Aat 
43eottidi  oarioidty,  Wyhe,  than  perhaps  I  ought 
to  have  ^one.  He,  however^  served  to  aBmseme 
wfaien  eveiy  other  thing  had  become  stale,  flat,  and 
unprofitidde ;  and  he  cannot  but  have  fimned  some 
GCpeiuaSiom  ft«m  my  interest  orinfluence.  I  be- 
lievfe  he  is  honest^ 

^^  It  isf  imposfi^e  to  doiibt  it,^  replied  Vellum ; 
^'  but  his  telesiiM  are  ii^  of  a  Mgh  order,  nor  has 
^  education  been  of  the  best  sort^ 

«*  The  bemg,^  cried  his  Lordship,  girfly,  ^has 
tiM  haitf'the  capacity;  I  believe,  of  a  young  el^ 
^ast;  -tMit  hb  very  d^fieiencies  have  been  as  ta- 
-lents  wkh  me;  and  mm  that  I  am;  determined'to 
quit  London,  I'  insh'to  do  sotnetMng  fbr  him. 
¥o«  «iuit<tiib6'hifai'llW>  paf%nd«%,  Vdlum." 

^       VOL.  I.  K 
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'  The  Solicitor  was  thtLnderstmck ;  and  in  an  acv 
cent  of  aatonialunent,  said,  ^^  My  Lord,  it  is  not 
jpogsible^-^he  is  too  yonng^-Iie  knows  notiiing  of 
business.^ 

^^  He  is  old  enough,^  replied  his  Lordship  cold- 
ly, ^^  to  receiYe  profit ;  nor  does  it  require  any  par- 
ticular knowledge  to  do  so.  But  perhaps  you 
would  rather  ^ve  him  a  salary.^ 

Vellum  bowed,  and  the  Earl  continued  ^  ^^  Then 
it  should  be  on  agreement  for  a  tetm  of  years- 
Say  seven.    How  much  will  yon  give  Inm  ?^ 

The  decision  of  character  which  the  Earii  had 
in  this  interview  so  unexpectedly  manifested,  over- 
awed Vellum,  who  had  hitherto  considtoed  him 
merely  as  a  common  man  of  fashion.  He  had  ne- 
ver, in  the  course  of  their  pcevious  int^rcoarse, 
once  suspected  the  dormant  powers  of  his  liordt 
ship^s  mind,  which,  like  a  stream  long  dammed 
up,  and  mantled  over  with  water->weeds  and  rushes, 
aeen^ed  incapableof  being  applied  to  any  effectual 
purpose.  But  he  now  perceived  tlmt  it  wpuld  be 
useless  to  parry  with  such  a  diaracter ;  a&d^  tilery. 
toftei  with  the  c^yiaiid  alaoiity  cf  a  man  of  die 
wodd»  b^  tepKed,  ^*  It  is  your  I^cndsl^pV  pkasfore 
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to  ^jsfflnote  the  fbr^uae  of  the  y 

ia  <ay  Amj  to  cunplty  vith  you 

•OBahle  vides  on  the  Bulgect. 

fire  hundred  poimds  a-yeir,  foi 

though  I  do  not  think  he  will  evi 

aUe  pto&aewiy  in  his  pcofeaaioi 

"  Vdu  do  not  tlusi  HriouBl] 

likely  to  attain  eaimaaee  as  a  1 

EacI  esmest^. 

"  I  do  not,'"  was  the  em^diMi 

"  Then,"  n^lied  h^  Lordshi 

•-year,  for  aevm  yens,  ia  too  lit 

him  eevm  hundied  and  S&y.'" 

'*  It  ia  &r  b^ood  his  wants,  1 
.  VeUum,  in  saying  thew  few  w 
I9  libe  goiiie  exjaeasion  of  his  L< 
ttappBg  sa  if  be  had  been  intoin 
itised. 

Tht  :E»aU  fSmt  a  pwue  ot  ec 
■ecmidB,  rose  fiwa  hiaaeat,  and 
back  to4he  &«}  said  to  the  Stdi 
aft  aa^B  at  the  same  tato,  "  I 
¥dl|Hn>,tVt:WiyjBM>ihw«ja8 
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mits  to  anotlrerV  fortene.  You  will  give  Mr  Wy-^' 
Ue  seTen  hundred  and  fifiy  pounds  a-year,  for  ae- 
vehyem,if  you th»kmyb««ne8B and  connexions 
can^^tb  a  reasonable  advantage  to  youzsd^  af- 
ford $o  nmdL^ 

There  was  na  wiAstanding  either  the  manner 
or  the  mattCT  of  this.  Vellum  bowed  with  pro- 
found  reqiect,  «id  said,  ^^  It  stedl  be  dcme,  ray 
Lmrd ;  and  I  ought  to  add,  that  it  is  in  my  power 
to  comply  with  your  Lordship^s  request'" 

*^  I  thank  you,  Vdhun ;  you  have  obliged  me  T^ 
and  the  Earl  todiL  him  cordially  by  the  hancL 
^^  We  shall  talk  no  more  of  these  matters*  My 
only  instructions  now  to  you  are,  let  a  fiill  aceotint 
be  made  out,  and  sent  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  ; 
exhibit]]^  an  exact  view  of  my  affidrs ;  with  a  ta- 
tie,  eiiewing  in  what  time  my  debts  may  be  dia- 
charged*  I  wiU  take  it  with  me  into  the  country, 
where  I  shall  be  able  to  determine  the  amount  to 
which  I  must  limit  my  expenditure.'^ 

This  was  evidently  intended  to  conclude  die  in- 
terview ;  and  the  Solicitor,  senable  <^  the  intaras^ 
tion,  accerdUngly  took  his  leaveu    In  quitting  the 


A  MAN  OF  BimniBss.  881 

rdom,  Oie  Earl,  however,  said  to  luaa,  with  hit 
wonted  freedom)^  You  can  dine  widi  me,  I  hope?* 

V^um  acc^ted  die  inTitation,  but  w^  a  fit^ 
tie  mare  fimniditj  than  nsuaL.  The  Earl  smikd 
at  the  change,  and  added,  in  his  mo8tgraci0i]fl  and 
conciliating  manner,  ^^  By^'the  wqr>  Velhmi,  this 
house  must  remain  empty  while  I  am  in  the  coun- 
try, for  I  do  not  intend  that  it  shall  be  let ;  you 
had  as  well  come  here  and  live  ;  you  will  take  bet- 
ter care  of  the  pictures  and  furniture  than  sexk> 
vants ;  and  I  hope  y<m  and  Mrs  VeUnm  will  oblige 
me  in  this.  You  need  not  materialfy  increase 
your  estaUishment,  as  I  shall  leave  some  of  the  old 
servants.'^ 

Velliun  looked  i^  his  Lordship.  On  any  iGmner 
occasion,  had  such  a  proposition  been  made  to  him, 
he  would  have  laughingly  shaken  his  head  in 
thankAil  acceptation ;  but  the  singular  lustre  with 
which  the  latent  character  of  the  Earl  shone  out 
upon  him,  smote  him  with  a  sense  of  reverence  that 
overpowered  all  his  wonted  familiarity,  and  he  s^d, 
with  the  most  profound  respect,  **  I  crave  your 
Lorddiip^s  pardon  for  having  evinced  any  reluc- 
tance to  comply  with  your  request.    I  ought  to 


B22  tKXPTBK  xxir. 

have  known  better  the  obHgsdoxm  dut  I  owe  U^ 
your  Lordship,  andthemagiiiiiiimtyof  your  dis- 
position.^ He  dien  sidd,  somewhat  lesafcNrmallyy 
but  perhaps  with  more  effect,  ^^  I  am  not,  howefver, 
Uie  only  one,  my  Lord,  who  has  been  long  in  er- 
ror with  respect  to  your  Lordship.'* 

^^  Come,  come,  VeUum,  no  more  of  that,***  cried 
the  Earl,  interruptuig  him ;  *^  I  haTC  mysdf,  per- 
haps, been  the  most  in  error  of  you  alL  But  as  I 
hare  turned  over  a  new  leaf  in  the  book  of  life,  it 
is  as  well  that  the  first  record  to  be  made  thereont 
is  what  I  shall  not  regret  Bring  Wylie  with  you^ 
ihat  I  may  see  with  what  humour  the  Caliban  sus^ 
tains  his  new  fortune.'*' 

The  Solicitor  bowed  and  retired. 
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GRATITUDE. 


From  the  transactions  of  the  preceding  day, 
Wylie  had  been  thoughtfbl  and  anxious.  He 
studioiusly  avoided  the  convenadon  ot  Ms  compa- 
nionB  in  the  office,  and  applied  himself  with  more 
than  wonted  diligence  to  his  tasks  at  the  desk. 
He  had  formed  expectations  with  respect  to  the 
faToiir  of  Lord  Sandjrford,  which  he  thought  were 
likely  to  be  frustrated  by  the  unfortunate  situation 
c(  die  Earl'^s  d(»ne8tic  affairs,  and  ever  and  anon 
a  cold  feeling  came  over  hisi  heart,  such  as  often 
saddens  the  spirit  of  the  young  adv^iturer,  when 
Ms  prospects  are  suddenly  clouded.  Vellum,  on 
returning  from  his  Lcnrddiip,  summcmed  him  into 
his  own  apartment,  and  somewhat  abruptly  tdd 
Ilim  ^hifi  ^Qod  fortune. 
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^*  I€s  vera  kind  of  my  Lcnrd,^  said  Andrew  ; 
^'  really  it^s  vera  kind — he^s  a  nice  man,  and  mair 
in  him  than  he's  likened  to;  I  couldna  hae 
thought  he  would  hae  done  so  meikle  for  me  al** 
ready.'* 

"  Then  you  have  expected,**  cried  Vellum^ 
"  that  he  would  do  something  for  you  ?*** 

"  I  surely  had  reason,*'  was  the  reply.  "  It 
couldna  be  thought  but  that  in  time  I  might  hae 
ventured  to  ask  my  Lord's  helping  hand,  consi- 
dering his  discretion  towards  me." 

'*  The  idea  did  credit  to  youx  sagacity,  WylicT 
said  Vellum,  ironically ;  ^^  and  I  suppose  you  ex* 
erted  yourself  to  the  best  of  your  ability  to  amuse 
his  Lordship  ?" 

'*  Nae  doubt  I  did — nae  doubt  I  did  that»^ 
cried  oYu:  hero ;  ^Ut  would  hae  been  an  unco  thing 
in  the  like  o'  me  no  to  hae  done  a'  in  my  capacity 
to  pleasure  my  Lord  J" 

"  Upon  my  word,  there  is  more  in  you  tha^  I 
gave  you  credit  f<»:,*'  replied  the.  Solicitor^  sneer* 
ingiy,  feeling  as  if  he  had  been  in  some  degree 
overreached  by  the  part  which  Andrew  had  play*, 
ed ;  adding,  more  sedately^  ^^  Qut»  now  that  y<Ha 
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have  gamed  your  encb,  and  by  his  Lordship^s  ge- 
nerosity are  plated  in  a  condition  to  support  the 
i^^arance  of  a  gentleman,  I  hope  you  will  set  in 
seriously  to  yoiur  pofession,  and  throw  off  your 
ridiculous  manners  for  the  future.^ 

^^  That  would  be  a  doing,  indeed,^  exclaimed 
our  hero ;  ^^  when  you  are  just  at  this  precious 
moment  telling  me  that  they  have  already  brought 
me  in  sevai  hunder  and  fifty  pounds  a-year.^ 

This  answer  puzzled  the  lawyer,  who  laughed, 
as  he  said,  ^^  Well,  well,  take  yoiur  own  way ;  but 
it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  you  to  be  so  penu- 
rious.'* 

"  Thaf  s  vera  true,'*  replied  Ahdrew,  "  and 
Fm  thankfiil  it  is  sae;  but  if  I  dinna  save  now, 
where  will  I,  in  the  lang  run,  be  a  whit  the  bet- 
ter fiyr  my  Lordls  bountiftd  patronage  ?  No,  sir ; 
ye  maun  just  let  me  ride  my  ain  horse  wi*  my  ain 
ha'dbg.** 

Mr  VeDum  sudd^y  broke  off  the  conversa- 
tion, and  turned  his  attention  to  some  matter  of 
bluiness ;  and  our  hero,  on  going  to  his  place 
at  the  dedc,  in  the  fiilhess  of  his  heart,  wrote  a 
letter  to  his  grandhiother ;  but  without  inducing 
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in  i^y  expression  beyond  the  w<]Med  tenp^ance 
^lus  ordinary  maaHer  of  addresskig  the  $See6on^ 
lite  old  woman,  he  b^n  by  ^^ting,  that  fer  some 
titne  he  had  been  ke^it  thrang  both  by  mght  and 
by  day.  ^'  But  I  have  no  reasbn  to  cbmplain,  for 
t'|y>vidence  has  been  pleased  to  raise  up  for  me  a 
friend,  hf  whodie  inl»trumetitality  Mr  YeUum  has 
settled  on  me  a  very  satisfactory  wage ;  the  which 
will  enable  me  to  shew  more  kindness  to  you  thmi 
I  have  yet  had  it  in  my  pofwer  to  do ;  and  I  think 
it  my  loving  duty  to  send  you  herdii,  <mt  ci  %he 
fore-end  of  my  earnings,  something  to  buy  a 
new  gown,  or  any  other  small  convenience  that 
ye  may  stand  in  the  need  of;  hoping  you  will 
want  for  nothing,  as  I  doubt  not  to  have  it  in  my 
power  now  to  ^  as  mickle,  knd  morey  &om  tinae 
to  time.*"  Andthenhecontinued,  ^^  Ihaveseenof 
late  but  little  of  Charlie  Pierston,  but  he'^s  in  very 
good  health,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  but  a 
mischievous  cleVer  ramplor,  and  never  detals  with 
crackii^  his  jokes  on  me.  However^  I  have  fallen 
in,  notwithstanding  the  unfsishion  of  my  apparel, 
with  some  creditable  acquiuntance ;  but  as  you  hetk 
nothing  ah^it  them,  I  needna  fash  you  with  th^r 
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naftiesy nor &(nr it WM."^  AsAhe cimdtodbAf hfa»* 
suriag  die  old  mmBiAy  tihat  it  would  be  liis  Iionett 
endeimiur  to  grre  MHaMoctieii  to  hk  friends,  who- 
erer  thqr  were^  md  to  none  more  thaii  to  her  to 
whose  eaiehe  was  beholden  finr  erery  thing  but  hk 
being. 

Thift  letter  affoi?d^  great  deltgfat  to  the  dd  wo- 
nan ;  die  earned  k  round  to  all  "her  neq^hbours, 
ttoderen  ib  ^  Manse,  where  the  mndster  decla- 
red hk  ^itke  siMk&ctbn  with  the  aflfectionate 
dkposition,  and  the  generous  heart  of  poor  An- 
drew. 

^^  But,"^  said  be,'^^  Loikdon  is  a  Tery  expensive 
place,  80  yoii  must  not  count  too  confidently  on 
hk  beiiig  able  to  fulfil  hk  kind  intentions ;  we 
mi^t,  however,  hive  been  better  qualified  to  judge 
of  that,  had  he  told  you  tl^  amount  of  his  salary ; 
however,  upon  the  whole,  yon  have  great  reason 
to  WthankM.  I  believe  he  was  always  a  well*^ 
disposed  creatdre.^' 

^  That  he  w^,'^  relied  Martha,  in  the  pride 
et  her  heart ;  ^^  he^s  a  wee  gair,  I  alloo ;  but  the 
liberal  manV  the  beggar's  brother,  and  there^s  aye 
something  to  get  by  key  or  claut  firae  the  miser's 
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coffer.  I  dinnft  stand  in  the  lack  o^  his  gift ;  but 
iince  it  has  come,  I  will  buy  a  new  gown  for 
the  Idrk).  that  the  whole  parish  may  see  Andrew^ 
gndenesao^  hearttherein.  Poor  fidlow-^nae  doubt 
heha8l^dbaith  to  thole  and  moil  fiorwhathehas 
gotten,  and  it's  a  warld^s  wonder  to  me  how  he  could 
gie  sic  a  satisfaction.  Butnaebodycantellwhat^sin 
the  shawp  till  it^s  dielt ;  Paul  was  lang  a  persecu- 
tor before  he  was  an  apostle,  and  the  bonny  but- 
terfiies  begin  the  warld  in  the  shape  oi*  crawlmg 
kailworms.''    ^ 

Thus  was  the  character  of  our  hero  for  afl^c- 
iioh  and  generosity  established,  amidst  the  scenes 
of  his  youth ;  and  when  from  time  to  time  a 
five-pound  note,  in  faithful  adherence  to  his  pro- 
mise, came  regularly  to  hand,  the  worthy  Tamiy- 
hiU  as  regularly  lauded  the  liberality  of  the  do- 
nor, and  predicted  his  future  greatness,  while  the 
delighted  old  woman,  exulting  in  the  constancy 
of  his  kindness,  as  often  declared,  <<  That  she 
never  wished  to  see  him  great,  but  only  gude ; 
for,  as  Solomon  says,  *  grant  me  neither  poverty 
nor  richest  and  Solomon  kent  weel  what  the 
warld  is,— though,  poor  man,  in  his  auld  days  he 


gaed  aften  (kr  aje^  out  o*  the  strait  road  in  the 
gloaming,  tapping  wf  his  gowden-headed  staff  at 
the  harlof  s  door,  and  keeking  in  at  her  windows 
with  his  bald  head  and  his  grey  hafBts,  when  he 
should  hae  been  sitting  at  hame  on  his  throne, 
reading  his  BiUe  to  his  captains  and  counsellors 
in  a  kingly  manner.^ 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 


AN  ALE-HOUSE. 


Agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  Countess,  her 
father^s  travelling-carriage  was  at  the  door  early 
in  the  morning.  The  day  promised  to  be  fine. 
The  winter  had  been  mild ;  and  although  it  was 
stUl  February,  the  spring  was  seen  big  in  the  bud, 
and  the  fields  seemed  to  be  tinged  with  newverdure. 
A  few  lambs  were  scattered  here  and  there  among 
the  flocks  on  the  pastures ;  and  the  air  breathed  an 
invigorating  energy  into  the  spirit,  of  which  Lady 
Sandyford  stood  then  much  in  need.  Every  thing 
presented  the  appearance  of  youth  and  renova- 
tion ;  and  the  rising  hopes  of  a  richer  harvest  of 
pleasures  in  life,  were  in  accordance  with  the  ap^ 
pearance  of  nature,  and  the  genial  blandishments 
of  the  early  year. 


DuTiBg  the  first  three  stages  of  her  journey  t4i> 
vards  H^derbower,  she  met  with  notlBiig  to  dfsw 
her  attention  from  the  contemplation  of  her  own 
situation.  Indignant  at  the  world,  and  mtrtified 
with  herself  her  thou^ts  alternately  glowed  widi 
anger,  and  were  darkened  with  sadness ;  but  a 
general  tendency  to  a  more  elevated  courae  of  re* 
flection  gradually  acquired  force,  and  her  spirit 
rose  as  it  were  out  of  its  passions  and  prigndices, 
hke  the  moon  ascending  from  behind  the  lurid 
giaa*e,  tlw  smoke,  and  the  dadk  masses  €£  a  great 
dty. 

When  the  CEurriage  stopped  to  change  horses  at 
the  Rose  and  Ctown,  in  the  Tillage  of  Castle- 
Rooksborough,  her  Ladyship  was  roused  from 
her  reverie  by  the  murmuring  of  a  crowd  round 
the  door  of  a  small  public-house,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  way.  There  was  something  in  the  ap* 
peanmce  of  the  people,  which  shewed  that  their 
feelings  and  sympathies  were  excited  by  some  dis* 
tressiiig  occurrence,  and  she  mquired  what  had 
happened.  Several  voices,  all  anxious  to  engage 
her  humanity,  answered  together,  that  a  poor  un- 
known outlandish  woman  had  been  taken  in  labour 
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in  the.Loi^don  coaoh^  and  bciiig  le&  there,  had 
eipired  in  gpbniig  hirdi  to  a  beautifiil  female  in^ 
fiutft*. 

It  vas  iu>t  the  inteatfon  of  the  Countess  to 
haTe.halt^d,  till  she  had  reached'the  end  of  fa^ 
jonmey ;  but  this  inddeatt  had  sudi  s  poirecfiil 
effect  on  her  newly  awakened  sensibilities,  that 
die  imme£ately  dedermined  to  alight,  and  nudce 
some  aixangratient  for  the  peserraticm  of  the  hc^ 
less  clnld.  The  crowd  were  touched  with  admi*^ 
ration  at  her  generous  compunsion,  and  made  way 
for  her  to  the  door  of  the  puUic-house,  with  a 
degree  of  Mverence,  mii%led  with  deUght,  diat 
came  over  her  heart  with  an  Bofiu^ce  more  dx^ 
cious  than  the  early  odours  of  the  sprutg ;  but  no 
previous  view  of  the  privations  of  the  poor  had 
prepared  her  "for  the  scene  that  die  b^eld  on  ex^ 
tering  the  house 

She  was  first  shewn  into  die  kitchen j  or  ratfaef 
the  door  opened  into  that  apartment.  It  waa  a 
rude'Iow-ceUed  room,  with  a  large  chimney  at 
the  one  side^  in  which  a  hosjntable  pile  of  roots^ 
taui  bifiets  of  wood,  were  cheerily  burning.  In  die 
one  comer  hung  sevaral  haoKS  and  ffitches  of  b^ 


con';  in  tte  0ifaer  stooA  m-  beMb,  tomewhat  dis** 
located  m  itsliiBbfyivitli  a  bigh  back,  wUoh  bore 
a  sort  of  outline  resemUance  to  an  old-faslnoafld 
sofa.  Opposite  to  tbe  five  was  an  inctMfd'  re> 
^•^  cess,  widi  an  oaken^table  in  tbe  middle^  dtliwi 
^^ridi  tbe.imtial8<)f  some  fevoor^cusMnera;  and 
round  it  about  six  or  seven  labourerff  wereaeiiled^ 
some  with  bread  And  cheese  before  thiony  otherl! 
with  tankards  of  ale  ;  two  or  three  of  them-  rare 
smoking.  They  rose^  as  her  Liedfyship  passed 
across  ito  a  room^  whare  ft  number  of 'women  «id 
children  were  assemUed ;  on  entering  wbidi^  her 
ear  was  pierced;  and  her  heart  penetrated^  bythe 
fibrin  and  feeide.  waal  0f  the  new4xnrB  orfAtan.  '; 
She  advi^acf^  towards'^  side  of  an  fauasble  bed, 
oa  wludiiajr  tHe  body  c^'dee  mother^  still  retail*, 
in^  ^t  lastrand  iadesfivibable  ^am isf  earddy 
beauty,  which  remains  for  a  few  nutttttes  eft^  Ae 
stmt  hua  ikpmied,  «rid  seeinfi  as  if  it  were  the 
r^ectioait  of  the  etherial  guest  horermgin  eoatem- 
]^atioa  over  the  :di«$lUi^  it  has  ^or^ver^  quitted' 
An  eI4erly,w<H]ito  was  respectfidly  eoDapodrog  tbe 
lijuba,.' while  «nothje(r.<wa8  dresdi^  At  etaid  m  it 
Ifty.oQ.Ji^rlapt    ...  r 
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^  Xady  Swdyftord  was  execiKliiig^y  aooTed  tr^  it 
ipectade  as  new  as  it  was  mournfal,  and  ob^ruig 
die  «lioak  and  impuke  of  the  momenty  she  hastily 
tiHmed  baci,  and  ran  across  the  stMset  to  the  Rose 
and  Crown. 

*^  For  Heaven^s  sake  i"^  she  exdkdmed  to  the 
landlady,  who  followed  her  into  one  of  the  p«r. 
ImtBi  ^'  what  is  to  be  done  with  that  unprotected 
infimt?'' 

"  Don^t  afflict  yoiffself,  my  lady,''  replied  Mrs 
Vratage ;  ^^  the  paijsh-offic^s  will  see  to  it.  They 
have  already  s^t  for  Mrs  Peony,  the  wife  of  Mr 
Ferrers,  gardoier.  Her  own  child  died  yesterdsy, 
and  she  will  be  right  glad  to  get  this  one  in  its 
fime*  I  would  therefore,  my  Lady>  recommcaid 
3^our  Ladyship  to  take  some  refreshm^it,  and  com- 
pose your  spirits*  What  wiH  your  Ladydiip  be 
pleased  to  take  P"" 

Flounce,  her  Ladyship's  gentiewmum  and^Mmi* 
panion  m  the  carriage,  who  had  been  daring  iJie 
whole. time  an  amazed  spectator  ^  the  Countess^ 
agitalbny  interfetred,  saying,  ^^Pertiaps  my  Lady 

wiU  be  bettoc  by  b^ng  left  for  a.litde  alone  ;'*^  and 
the  Countess  intimating,  by.  a  motion  of  her  hand. 


an  acqtd^scente  in  this  tns^^^Mtkin^  Mrs  V&itage 
♦iitlicbew. 

<^  Flounce,^  said  her  Ladyship,  llie  nement 
they  wcnre  by  thCTiselyes,  ^*  I  harre  a  great  mind 
to  take  this  baby  with  U8.^ 

"  O  tnohstroos,  your  Ladphip  T  exdaimed 
the  tender-hearted  Abigail.  "  Why  the  creature 
hasn"^  a  stitch  of  clothes ;  and  how  conld  we  nttrse 
it  in  the  carriage  on  my  best  pelisse  ?  No,  my  Lady ; 
let  the  parish-officers  first  get  it  niirsed^  and  then 
if  it  chance  to  be  a  beauty,  your  Ladyship  may 
show  your  compassion ;  but,  Lord,  if  it  prove  an 
ugly  brawling-toad,  what  could  be  done  with  it  ?^ 

**  There  is  some  reason  in  what  you  say, 
Flounce,^'  replied  the  Countess  ;  "  particularly 
as  to  the  risk  your  best  pelisse  might  be  exposed 
ta.  But)  nevertheless,  I  will  adopt  the  child  ^ 
therefore,  do  you  call  in  the  landlady  again^  that 
I  may  spejlk  lo  her  on  the  subject.'^ 

Mrs  Vintage,  on  returning  into  the  room,  wm 
accordingly  infi>rmed  that  the  parish-officebs  need 
gire  themselTes  no  farther  trodble  about  the  or* 
phan^  for  it  was  her  Ladyship^s  intention'  to  ta^e 
it  under  her  protection.  ' 
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"  But,'*  said  the  Countess,  "  I  do  not  wish  for 
the  present  to  be  known  in  the  business.  I  must 
therefore  beg  of  you  to  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements with  the  nurse  of  whom  you  spoke, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  you  will  hear 
from  me  more  particularly  on  the  subject.  In  the 
meantime,  I  will  leave  with  you  nrhat  money  may 
be  necessary  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  mdther^s 
frmeral.  In  order,  however,  that  some  key,  if 
possible,  may  be  got  to  her  relations,  I  think  it 
will  be  proper  to  take  possession  of  any  luggage 
she  may  have  had  with  her.^ 

Mrs  Vintage  told  her  Ladyship,  that  she  un^ 
derstood  there  was  nothing  but  a  box,  which  the 
officers  had. already  opened,  and  found  it  con- 
tained only  a  few  trinkets  and  clothes.  ^^  I  have 
taken  charge  of  it,  and  if  yoiu*  Ladyship  pleases, 
I  will  give  it  up  to  you.''* 

"  Yes,''  said  Flounce,  «  I  think  if  my  Lady 
is  to  be  at  the  expence  of  the  brat's  education, 
she  should  have  what  effects  belong  to  it.  So 
pray  do  let  us  have  the  box  with  us. — I  dare  say, 
my  Lady,  some  of  the  trinkets  must  be  valiiable  ; 
for  did  your  Ladyship  not  observe  what  delight* 


AN  AL£-H0U8Xv  ^^ 

fal  large  ear-brings  the  poor  dead  creature  had  ? 
Surely  they  will  never  be  so  barbarous  as  to  bury 
her  with  them.  If  they  do,  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised were  the  sexton  to  dig  her  up  in  the  night, 
«nd  pull  them  out.*^ 

^^  Flounce,''  cried  her  mistress,  with  displea- 
sure, ^*  yofl  allow  yourself  to  talk  too  flippantly. 
Desire  the  footman  to  see  the  box  carefully  put 
up  with  the  rest  of  our  luggage.*" 

Her  Ladyship  then  gave  Mrs  Vintage  some 
instructions  respecting  a  slight  repast ;  and  while 
the  preparations  for  which  were  going  on,  the  re- 
quisite arrangements  were  made  with  Mrs  Peony 
to  take  charge  of  the  child,  which  the  Coimtess 
directed  to  be  named  Monimia. 

During  the  conversation,  it  transpired  that  the 
Mr  Ferrers,  in  whose  service  the  husband  of  the 
nurse  was  gardener,  was  the  same  gentlen^an 
whose  attentions  to  the  Countess  had  already  pro- 
duced  such  baneftil  consequences.  He  was  lord 
of  the  manor  in  which  the  village  was  situated, 
and  possessed  a  fine  ancient  seat  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood. 

There  was  nothing  in  this  information  which 
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dbturbed  Lady  Sandy&rd ;  for  she  was  not  aware 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  ridiculous  assiduity  of 
Ferrers  that  her  unhappy  sitaation  with  her  hus- 
band had  been  brought  to  such  a  painful  issue. 
Nevertheless,  the  remainder  of  her  journey  to  £1- 
derbower,  the  seat  of  the  Countess-Dowager,  was 
performed  in  silence ;  even  Flounce  said  nothing, 
nor  made  any  attempt  to  engage  the  attention  of 
her  Lady,  but,  ruminating  on  the  events  of  the 
day,  fell  fast  asleep. 


A  DOWAGSft.  989 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 


A  DOWAGER. 


Elbekbowbb.  had  for  generadonfl  been  the 
appropriated  retreat  of  the  dowagers  of  Sandy* 
fivd.  It  was  a  venerable  white-washed  mansion, 
pKsenlang  a  Iront  of  three  gables,  topped  with 
"tfttdy  ornamented  chimnies,  toward  a  smooth, 
v^Uhaven  green,  inclosed  on  the  right  and  left 
bjrhigfa  walls^  dothedwith  laurek  and  other  shrubs 
of  constant  leaf  and  Terdure.  This  lawn,  or  p«r« 
^cne,  as  it  was  called,  opened  to  the  public  road 
I7  A  pair  of  iron  gates  of  florid  tracery,  between 
two  tall  anbossed  and  scolptoxed  oolonins,  on  the 
tops  of  which  stood  a  cou]^  of  grotesque  statues, 
^tended  to  represent  Sason  wanion,  the  support- 
ers of  the  Sandyford  arms.  These,  in  a  boyish 
freak,  while  reading  heee  under  the  matcmal 
wing,  the  Eaii  one  day  painted  in  the  colours  of 
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the  family  lirery,  to  place  them  on  a  footing,  a 
he  said,  with  their  equally  wise  fellows  in  the  hall 
and  his  mother,  from  an  indescribable  sentiment  o 
affection,  yearly  renewed  their  liveries ;  contrast 
ing  with  sorrow  the  light  and  jocond  gaiety  of  tHn 
tiine  when  the  frolic  was  first  played,  with  the 
headlong  dissipation  that  had  succeeded. 

This  widow's  nest,  as  the  Earl  was  in  the  prac- 
tice of  designating  Elderbower,  stood  on  the  skirts 
of  Elderton,  a  dieerful  inarket  town,  near  Ae  rec* 
tory,  and  not  far  from  the  church ;  so  sitmited,  as 
his  Lordship  said,  in  order  that  the  dowagers  might 
hiive  the  benefit  of  clergy  in  their  felonies  oh  the 
adjaceirt  characters.  But  the  insmuationiSd  not 
apply  to  hi&  mother,  who  wai^  in:  mfany  respects  ah 
aamUe  womflsiy  ihoi^  weakly  oTcarvafaiii^  her 
nmk.  • 

When  the  bell  at  th^  gate  announced  the  arri- 
val of  her  daughterJn-lsw,  f^e  was  sitting  alone 
at  a  parlour  .window,  which  overiooked  a  flower- 
garden  that  sloped  gentdy  duwn  towards  a  beau*' 
iaM  smooth,  grass  plot  round  a  ba«B,'  m  the  mid* 
dle.of  whidh  stood  a  naked  leaden  male  image*  in* 
lendad.  fixr  a  heathen .  god,  bttt  wbdAiei  Apc&o  or 

12 


Ynloaii,  was  ttever  tb^roiif Uy  or  m^hikclmly^ 
tennined*  Huxeyfatesicefih^jeeUa,i9hoh$d(mte 
aeqptfved  mme  lowyvledge  .of  «tich  tbmgv  at  Oatr 
•Sat^'wtadt  0pm<m^i  Ae  itatiieirasanar%iBiil 
ciist  of  the  Fiycscsiaii  Hercules ;  bat  tiiie  tmditimd 
.among^died<«»stfc8  aiid«f  di&TOviroii%46^ 
it  as  the  effigy  of  Sir  GMdibert  le  Saint  et  Forte ; 
n^^  on  aoooimt  of  his  great  Taloqr,  obtauied  the 
radoubtable  swsame  ofUwikxmk^^^  most  tfh 
lanraa  aBdco!|irteoiis  kiu^blt  that  was  t^k^  hf  the 
P^mft  aod  flayed  alivQ  at  J^^MSiknb  in  the  tuae 
iif  the  Crusadea* 

Bat  havr&mt  ^pieidgmable  the  ebara^t^  m^ 
be  whkh  the  inmge  eidiibtted^  or  wbati^e]^  oonitih 
Terdes  eiisted  wkh  respeet  to  its  c»r^ii|  it  e^- 
tabily  pouzeid  fiaoia  a  coneh  a  oopafna  stream  of 
crystaUine  mter,  whidi  fell  in  a  gentfe  and  ever- 
idfjlmg  shower  on  .Ae  imrftce  of  the  basini  and 
spread  mto  die  i]^i]et  air  .aix)iaid  a  #»ber  puminr, 
that  softly  harmonized  with  the  tranqnUli^  of  the 
aoBQeiy^  aosL  tha  goldm  eomiMM^e  of  the-  set- 
laiigjstiiv  whidi  the  eibl  bdy  was  tbe^  <HMa4^n|ifah 
ting,  mtb  her  ^dbew  resli»g  an  a  iKr^Fray^ 
faoak^  JB  wbid^  her  iqp&ie^eaiaai^ad  that  she  ha4 

VOL.  I.  L 


S48  CHAPTER  XXVII. 

been  recently  tending  the  <xSlecit6  prescribed  fdr 
ibt  evening.  Shock,  her  kp^dog,  Uy  slmnbearmg 
<m  the  rug,  wi«h  his  head  comfertd^fdllowed  on 
the  breast  of  Pur,  a  krge  demure  and  deccmms  tar- 
toifle-shellcat,  that  was  also  enjoying  at  fuUlengtii 
the  drowsy  influences  of  the  bright  Uue^tinged 
fire,  which,  like  the  splendour  of  the  western  ddes^ 
gave  an  assurance  of  continued  clearimd  dry  wes- 
•ther.  Shodc  was  disturbed  in  his  ssesta  by  the 
sound  of  the  ^bdl ;  and  starting  up,  ran  baridng 
towards  the  do<»r ;  while  his  lady,  tsking'her  qpec- 
tacles  out  of  the  Prayer-book,  placed  it  on  a  table 
behind  her ;  on  whidi,  amidst  seveial  volumes  of 
a  devotional  character,  lay  ti  coffy  of  the  nevRspa- 
per  containing  the  paragraph  that  completed  ishe 
rupture  between  her  son  sand  his  wife.  It  may 
therefore  be  easfly  imagined  with  what  emotion 
she  beheld  the  Countess,  unannounced,  ent^  the 
room ;  and  akiiost  in  the  sanlEe  moment,  felt  her  in 
tears  on  her  4)Osom. 

^^'  Alas  r  snd  the  venaraUe  matron,  ^^  irhat  is 

"this^?  and  why  have  you  come  to  me  ?  Bnt  Ipi^ 

you  more  than' I  can  express ;  for  I  fear  that  the 

conduct  of  Geei^e  afibrded  jtoo  just  a 


^'  Then  you  have  already  heafd  K^wt  has  hap- 
pened ?^  cried  the  CottntesB^  m  «ome  degtee  reo^ 
Tering  herself.  *'  Whaterer  msj  have  been  my 
indiscretions,  I  am  at  least,  my  dear  mother)  fisee 
fnm  tbe  isiputed  gnilt.  Loid  Sandyfttd  and  I 
haVe  h>ng  lived  a  c<HnfoMleB8  Hk,  He  has  treat- 
ed ttm  «&  if  I  irere  nmrorthy  of  his  afiRsction,  and 
perhaps  I  have  '^acted  as'if  I  felt  none  &r  him. 
This  pabMc  scandal  has  opened  my  eyes  to  my 
-faults ;  and  I  have  c(mie*  to  yon  to  leiun  how  I 
may  recover  the  esteem  of  my  husband  My  fit- 
^her  urges  me  to  a  formal  separation.  He  did  in- 
deed persuade  me  to  remove  with  him  from  6«n- 
dyford-hoase.  It  was  u  mtsh  step,  but  it  is  taken. 
Instruct  ipe  how  it  may  be  redeemed^    ' 

The  Dowager  droj^ped  a  tear  on  -the  hand 
whidi  Lady  Sandyford  had,  in  her  earnestness, 
laid  upon  her  knee,  and  said,  ^^  I  thank  you,  Au- 
gusta, ftir  1^  iconfidence;  but  I  feed  a  modoier^fl 
sorrow  for  George.  His  tain  ia,  I  fear,  now  com. 
•fiete.  Bnt  ^deavchnr  to  ^compose  yourself,  and 
we  AaD^consider,  at  leisure,  wtott  is  the  beat  course 
to  pursue.  You  have  done  wisdy  to  come  to  me. 
The  knowledge  that  you  have  taken  refiige  heve^ 
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win  domueh  to- remove  th$t  unfinwuvabk  eon- 
stnicti^n  tbwaiids  you  whidi  the  woxld,  tau^t  bjr 
the  fiilat  nemsp$£ptT  tAa,  ifHX  doublkss  jmt  ou  the 

Th^nmternal  anacietiie&of  the  dd  Lady  as  t20  the 
maimer  in  which  the  Earl  had  acted  in  the  busi- 
ness, received  some  alleriatiopi  from  the  Coni^eaa's 
report  of  Sir  Chadea  Bvmmgton's  misskoiy  and 
she  said,  ^ThaotikHeat)^^  his  Ittait  is  not  entire- 
ly corrupted,  nar  his  principles  destroyed ;  I  hope 
he  ha»  «tfll  go0d  fti^ng  eoMf^^  irert  it  OBce  ef. 
fectuMily  excited,  to  vackj  out  a  ^oamotts  t^hacige 
in/hier  cdndiut.  If  he  oimld  cmce  he  eonviBedd 
thitt  you  are  soUeitttns  tO' regain  his  afibctioBs,  Ub 
Yuinmaybe  actested;  &Kwhalief«9!  Iwht^viaor 
tamfhBitt  mce  been^  he  ottce,  Augustay^undaul^ 
edly  loved*  yon  tndy,'' 

The  ben^  composute  ef  tibe  Dowager  haA  mti 
jiMeBei^aate  and  tranqniBtimg  eflfect  out  Ae  miadttf 
the  Countess ;  who,  in  the  course  ef  less  thwot  «n 
'haat  aftarber«itival,wa8^di^  to  discuss  wiA  her 
4he  pian4iat  she  kid  femed  in  the  hope. of  ye- 
ipsimng  tlie  esteem  of  her.  Loiad.  The  Dowager 
woidd  hihre  wxttten  Ae  saae  night  to  leqpitsi  ike 
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pKcieiioe  0f  dieEarl,  tlitt  dieb  leoottciliatm 
lie  iianediat^  batihe  Cotnteie  voiild  Bg»lparBiil» 
^  No,^  Mid  Bile,  ^  I  da  noi  with  tb«ft  we  should 
come  again  together,  unleflB  dierecanbe  aMcaforo-^ 
dty  in  oot  la«te»  and  mtttimtmtB*  I  iad,  my  own 
inaolbMiejr  at  preaent  to  leoMlnlNite  to  Ida  hap* 


t» 


The  oULady  «flfeciMiiNtety.inteniipted.lier,  8i^« 
iag,  ^  Y410  hare  too  huarible  an  opaaos  of  your- 
aelf.^ 

^  Ah  r  ezdhmoMd  her  Ladyahim  ^^  honi&y  is 
to  ste  a  new  ftelieg.  I  joannot  dii^^oiae  to  niysdf 
thatf  wiA  aS  my  fctmer  rtin  pretaraona  to  supe- 
riority, I  Imye  fioled  to  pctaeerve  the  love  of  a  mn 
Aat  oiKse  dMtod  upon  aae-^-perhapa  I  have  even 
been  inatmmental  to-^^t  woelul  faqwe  wkUdi  haa 
ao  h>ng  emUttered  your  dedittng  yearB.*^ 

The  tone  of  contrition  in  wUch  this  was  ^^ 
pressed,  suxprified  and  griered  the  TeneraUe  Dow- 
ager.  She  bdietd  tibe  diwracter  of  La%  Sancty<« 
And  in  a  pomt  of  view  of  which  she  liad  formed 
no  ivwmos  eenception ;  and  Aeve  waa  a  modesty 
intlna,  wMch,  wUk  it  moved  her  emnpassion,  ao- 
Heited  encooragem^it;    SUmq  saw  that  the  Count* 
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ess  £sk  mote  deeply  theWgma  to  whieli  dm  IhmI 
been  exposed,  than  eooU  liaTe  been  e3qpected£re«i 
i  wmnan  faitliesto  congidered  as  equally  under  .the 
doBsimou  of  pvide  and  Taaity. 

By  thk  time  it  was  ahoDst  quite  4aA ;  apd  such 
kad  beet  the  earnestness  of  the  cmvenaAon  be* 
tween  the  two  ladies,  that  the  one  forgot  the  ft- 
ikgae  of  her  joomejr,  and  ^e  other,  to  ask  if  she 
required  any  re&eshmmt  Far  ^Skxent  was  the 
case  with  Flounce ;.  she  was  prattling  away  with 
delight  oireir  a  dish  of  gseen  tea,  fi/mg  with  the 
methodical  Mrs  Polisher,  who  held  the  respona- 
ble  dignity  of  house-keeper  at  Elderbower ;  re- 
parfing  the  diEtUty  of  her  entertainev  wi4x  a  full, 
true,  and  particular  accowit  of  the  infidelkieg  of 
the  EiarL  <^  I  decb»e,  my  dear  ma'am,"'  aaid 
Fkruaoe,  ^^  he  is  the  oiMst  sbockm^t  man  you 
ever  heard  of;  and  move  times  than  I  shall  tell, 
he  haa  shewn  hk  do'f  en  foot  to  9^.  But,  my 
^rd,  isays  I,  I  would  have  your  Lordship ,  to 
know,  that  if  my  lady  submits  to  your  ralo^  I 
wont—Really,  Mrs  Pcdisher,  you  make  cptodl^aLt 
tea ;  but  I  suppose  the  water  is  very  good  in  ^lis 
liere  countrified  plaoe — and  thai  his  Lordship 
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would  laugh  and  makegsmeof  ai&-**Pnqrdo  gira 
me  a  nunraelof  nigar^-^dsar  ne^vhat  chanaing 
creaai— a  litde  mere^^I  protest  i^n  beautifiit-r-I 
nerer  tasted  such  ddiaous  etmm^-^tmi  this  k 
soch  a  pretty  hoose*— I  goessy  hosrerer,  you  nmst 
be  dullish,  keepmg  no  oempony ;  and  I  shoidd 
dunkmy.Iady  will  not  stay  long.  I  fancy  when 
the  divoirce  is  fim8}ied  we  shall  have  one  of  the 
:£aii^s  other  seats  to  liye  in^^ 

*^  DtYoroe  T  cried  Mrs  Boli^uor  in  amaiement; 
for  she  had  not  yet  heard,  notwithstanding  all 
Fhmnce's  talk,  any  thing  of  the  separation^"  Di- 
vorce  !  what  do  you  mean  ?" 

a  Why,  haren^  youheatd  that  my  Lady  has 
been  caught  in  a  denoomang  ?^ 

Mrs  Pdisher,  an  eld  respectable  matron,  start* 
ed  back  from  die  tea^talde,  exdaimii^, "  Not  pos- 
sibler 

"  As  to  die  posoMlity  of  the  thing,  ihat^s  mi- 
dier  here  nor  there,^  said  bounce,  s^qping  he^ 
third  cup;  "  but  the  story^s  idl  blown  abroad,  and 
our  men  read  it  in  the  newspapers ;  bat  bang^a 
dehoate  affiur,  you  know  I  could  iM  q>eak  of  it 
to.my  Lady  herself ;  but  it^s  in  the  newq)apera; 
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ISO  thete  cah  be  nd'doidbt  of  the  ftct  Indeed,  my 
liord  Avoiudde  came  and  took  h^  away-  out  of  the 
bouse,  and  I  was  ordered  to  follow  in  the  evening* 
I'hen  there  was  such  a  |»ecb  <^  work — Really,  Mrs 
Polisher,  tfa»  is  prodigious  fine  hysson-a  small 
khob  of  sugar,  if  you  please.  But,  yoii  know,  it 
does  not  do  for  us  servants  to  make  or  meddle  in 
th^se  sort  of  matters — so  I  said  nothing,  because 
my  place  is  a  very  good  onie.  I  wonder,  however, 
what  your  Dowager  thinks  of  the  busmess.^ 

"  Thinks  T  cried  Mrs  Pciisher,  indignantly-^ 
^  It  will  break  her  heart ;  and  I  alh  astonished 
that  your  Lady  Saiidyford  should  dare  to  shew 
her  &ce  hi  this  house ;  but  these  sort  of  creatures 
are  as  impudent  as  ^ey  are  wicked.^ 

At  this  moment  the  Dowager  rang  the  bell 
that  Bummooed  Mrs  Fcdadia*y  and  Flounce  yfam 
left,  for  a  short  time,  to  her  own  meditatioan,  or 
saAer  to  her  observations ;  for  the  moment  that 
-Alt  house-keqier^s  back  was  turned,  she  immedi- 
aiJbdy  hegtai  to  inspect  every  thing  in .  the  room, 
withi  die  avidity  of  an  intending  purchase.  But 
before  die  had  oompleted  her  survey,  uel  cdd  cor^ 
pulent  footman,  who  was  lame  with  the  gout,  came 
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in  to  inquire  for  his  young  lord^  as  be  called  the 
EarL 

^^  Don't  talk  of  his  Lordsh^  to  me,**^  cried 
Flounce,  ^'  he's  a  naughty  man,  and  'tis  all  bis 
fault." 

"  I  wont  believe  «  word  otf  t,''  said  the  man, 
who  had  heard  something  of  the  separation  from 
the  servants  of  Lord  Avonside  that  came  with  the 
Countess ;  adding,  ^^  before  he  fell  in  with  your 
damned  lady— ^— " 

^^  My  danmed— O,  mosstnous  !*«-But  the  fel* 
low's  a  bumpkin,"  said  PJoonoe,  with  a  mostinr 
effiible  toss  of  her  head ;  and  she  then  added, 
^^  Siirah,  if  you  know  what  it  is  to  have  good 
maoBei^,  you  will  bniig  in  a  light,  and  take  none  of 
theae  liberties  with  me."  Thus  asserting  and  up* 
holding  her  metrc^Utaa  saperimty. 


Li 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 


AK  ATTEMPT. 


MoRBAUKT,  soon  after  Vellum'^s  eveBtftil  inteT* 
view  with  the  Earl,  edkd  at  San^rford  Hoo^, 
to  represent  in  the  strongest  terms  to  his  Lord- 
ship,  the  misery  that  he  was  eridently  brii^^iiig 
Qpcm  himself;  but  he  found  him  inexoraUe. 
.  ^^  Had  Lady  Sandyfinrd  not  quitted  the  hwae/" 
uiid  his  Lordship,  ^^  therehy  leaving  me  under  bb 
impression  *'of  her  guilt,  or  what  I  negard  almost 
equally  bad,  in  total  carelessness  whether  I  con- 
sidered h^  guilty  or  innocent,  I  might,  perhaps, 
have  been  induced  to  re-consider  her  situation, 
but  I  cannot  now.  Her  conduct  confirms  me  in  the 
justice  of  the  opinion  I  have  been  unfortunately 
tai^ht  to  form  by  her  behaviour,  ever  since  our 
ill-fated  marriage.    She  is  incapable  of  caring  for 
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any  one,  and  the  only  pain  she  will  feel  for  what 
has  happened,  is  the  damage  that  has  perhaps 
been  done  to  her  own  rqputadon.'^ 

Owing  to  ft  long  debate  in  the  Hou»e  of  Com- 
mons,  die  preceding  evening,  the  newspapers  were 
late  in  being  issued  diat  morning,  and  the  Earl, 
engi^ed  with  Vellum,  had  neglected  to  look  at 
them.  At  this  crisis  of  the  conversation,  how- 
ever, his  Lojrdship,  in  folding  up  a  note,  happen- 
ed to  liirow  his  eye  on  the  paragraph  ingeniously 
hiserted  I7  Nettle,  to  turn  the  attention  of  the 
0caiidaLm<nQ^;er8.  It  stated  the  extreme  regret  of 
the  editors  and  proprietcnrs,  that,  by  one  of  those 
inadvertencies  inseparaUe  from  the  haste  with- 
which  a  daily  newspaper  was  necessarily  compiled, 
aparagraph  relative  to  the  elopement  of  Mrs  C. 
with  the  gallant  Colonel  D.,  had  been  so  placed^ 
ki  connection  with  an  account  of  the  Countess  of 
Sakidyford'^8  assembly,  as  to  induce  some  of  their- 
readers  to  think  it  applied  to  that  amiable  and- 
noUe  lady-*-^^  a  mistake  which  they  could  not  snf- 
fieieiitly  hdnent,  even  although  assured  thit  it  had! 
only  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  jfteihiment  to^^^ 
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Earl  aod,  Counlesfl,  who  were  eviary  dung  envi* 
able  and  exemplary  in  married  life.^ 

His  Lordship. bionst  iiMiot  a  £(  of  lought^^  ex*- 
clainm^^  ^<  There  9i»  ideally  so  sUoh  fictions  aa 
those  of  your  oon|;eiiiporary  histories  C  md  he 
handod  the  pap^  to  Mondaimt 

'^  What  (»m  be  the  meamAg  of  thw  P""  cried  the 
honest ..comtry  gentlemwi  (  ^'  la  it  satire  P*^ . 

^'  O  d^ar»  no^  ref^ied  the  Earl ;  ^^  the  editors 
and.  propraetors  snapect  tliey  hare  got  into  some 
sociipe^  and  ^are  takuig  this  mediod  to  appeaae 
the  off(»ided  enyiaMe  exempIarB,  meaKUS^  Lady. 
Sandyford  and  myself;  of  whem»  it  vould  ajqiear,. 
they  know  about  as  much  tiB  they  do  of  the  poli- 
tieal  intsigues  and  transactions  which  Aey  iUiK 
minate  and  chronide  with  so  much  seemii^  sflgn* 

>^  Mottst]»otta  I""  cried  M<»dannt ;  ^  I  had  na^ 
such  conception  of  die  licentiousness  of  die 
piess.^  . 

*<  The  oidy  thing  I  am  surprised  at,**  said  tht 
Earir  .'^  is,  that  the  aumad  should  have  been  made 
soeaqseditioQsfy.^ 
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«<  But  vho  n  tfak  Ma  C.  Md  OdbiMft  D.r 
cried  Moidauiit. 

<'  Who  r  exclaimed  the  Earl ;  <«  I  dedur% 
you  codng  hnftblnis  txiA  cii]ieftii|^  doves  of  the 
amtre  fiekis  tre  siidk  iimoeetitS)  iiiat  Aere  is  1atf 
speaking  to  you  about  «iiy-  itoimish  mattet,  'wUb-^ 
out  entering  into  detaifa  obnoxtous  10  all  iirven* 
ttTe  genius.  Who,  in  this  caM»,  can  Mrs  C.  be, 
but  tile  cdebriM»d  Miss  FflMb^  Fictioh,  the  eldest 
dan^iter  i^my  Lady  Fancy,  a  personage  of  gireai 
repute  and  influenee  in  die  Mmdaloas  irosrld ;  aa 
for  the  gaHaat  Cohmd,  depend  uponH,  he  is  ne^ 
other  than  that  fine  bold  viraggering  Uade,  who, 
it  is  vrdl  kaown,  kaa  been  long  the  declared  ad*^ 
rersary  and  rival  of  your  country  neighbour,  Mr 
Sia^  TmA.'^ 

^^  And  yet  by  this,  which  you  think  an  inven- 
taon,  has  your  domefltic  Impptness,  my  Lord)  been 
sMtificed?** 

^^  Softly,  Mordaunt,"^  said  iht  Earl,  ^  not  ao 
flwt'«HBy  d^teeslie  hajqpiness  hasmat  been  to  mal- 
treated by  the  Hamene-«-die6e  priests  of  Mars' 
and  Bellona,  as  I  consider  the  newspapers  Ihe^ 
heart  and  bowels  were  consumed  on  the  altar  of 
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the  Eitmfmd£8  long  ago.  But  I  cmmot  divine 
trho  has  taken  the  trouble  to  inteff^oe  so  esq^edi* 
tioudy*''      •  ^ 

Mofdsimt  then  txM  hot  LordnUp  of  the  con^ 
versation  which  he  had  held  with  Andrew^  de« 
scnbing  the  soi^fular  appearance  and  cunning  sim- 
pjlicity  of  o«ir  heco. 

'  The  Earl  was  atnick  with  the  information,  and 
exdaiinied,  ^'  It  is  impossible  that  Wylie  could 
have .  c^mtrived  any  "thing  half  so  ingenious  as  d^is 
pan^Apb.  But  I  will  sound  the  bottom  of  it 
immediately.'" 

In  the  same  mom^^;  his  Lordahip  rui^  the 
beU.  Wylie  happened  to  be  dien  at  the  door, 
eoming'to  thank  him  for  his  kindness ;  and  the 
sarvant  who  answered  the  bell  announced  Imn. 
.  Andrew,  from  the  moment  that  Vellum  had 
oemmumcated  to  hun  the  ganarous  int^rfierene^ 
of  the  Earl,  had  undergone  an  intellectual  tcans- 
mutatiom  Anf  irresistible  sentiment  oi  ^atiiitude 
arose  in  his  heart,  so  strong  and  poveifiil,  tjiat^  it 
became  as  itw^e  a  pcfaiciple  of  duty;  aikd  ae- 
tmtted^.  this  halloing  and  gracious  f(?eling»  with^ 
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out  reflectxBf^  oft  the  imptgfmtff  d  obdmdiiig  on 
his  Lorddiip,  at  a  tune  yrhta  a  tnareisoridlyheid 
would  have  concluded  that  the  Earl  was  not  likely 
te  bein  alnunour  taEeoaTehon^hrwentto  Saaidy- 
ford-boose. 

On  enteormg  the  fifaraary^  he  was  steuek  with 
the  change  in  his  Lordship^s  mien  and  air.  In* 
stead  of  the  quiet  smile  of  intdkctuaLindolaiee 
whidi  his  Lordship  usually  wore,  his  couBteaumte 
was  limited  up,  and  thare  was  a  qinckness  in  his 
eye,  and  a  precisicm  in  his  manner,  that  diaeon^ 
certed  the  self-possession  of  our  hero. 

^  How  is  this,  Wyhe  Ir^^ege  ah6ady  !^  said 
the  Eairl,  muprised  at  his  sudden  jqypearanoe. 

^^  I  am  come,  to  tibaidc  your  Losdship,^  said 
Andrew,  modestly. 

The  Earl  was  as  much  astonished  at  the  diffi- 
dence with  whidi  this  answer  was  expressed,  as 
Andrew  himselfwas  at  theexaetitade  of  faisl><ttd*< 
8k%)^s  question*  Moidaiuitk|olDedon,  cundnsly> 
examining  them  both.  ^> 

^'  Say  nothing  about  tUsnks,  Wylie,^  cried  his 
Lordship;    ^^  Ihofe  what  Mv  Vellum  intends  toi 
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da  for  y&a  will  b^  reptdd  by  yoinr  endeftrours  to 
give  him  eatisi&cdon.'^ 

Andrew  replied,  stiU  diffidendy,  ''  The  viU's 
hearty,  my  Lord,  but  the  han^B  weak ;  I  hcqpe» 
howsomeyer,  that  your  Lordship  will  let  me  do 
aomething  to  oblige  yoursel,  as  wed  its  Mr  Vel- 
lum.'' 

Demons  to  avoid  the  promptings  ei  our  hcvo'a 
gratitude,  the  Earl  interrupted  him,  saying,  ^^  Pray 
can  you  tell  me  how  this  got  into  the  newspap^  P'" 
showing  him  die  paragraph* 

Andrew  read  it  ov^  studiooriy,  and  then  said^ 
<^  My  Lord,  this  is  glammme;^  and  he  dien 
explamed  to. the  Earl,  that  he  suspected  it  was  a 
device  to  obviate  the  e&ct  of  the  former  para- 
graph. 

Moidauttt  was  sui^rised  at  die  sagacity  of  the 
seeming  simj^eton.  His  Lordshiqp  was  no  less  so  ^ 
and  pleased  with  die  coincidence  with  his  own 
o|4mony  loudly  <apressed  his  approbation  of  die 
conjecture. 

Our  hero  then  rdiAed  what  had  passed  between 
him  and  Netde ;  adding  some  reflections  of  hia 
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afWtL^  c^ciilated,  ad  h^  intended,  to  lighten  the 
importance  which  he  supposed  the  Earl  attached 
to  the  paragraph.  "  Hiey  are  a'  wheen  wfly  gleds 
in  this  tcrnn,^  said  he,  slily  looking  from  under 
his  bent  brows.  "  Though  it's  a  hangH  lee,  my 
Lord,  I  hope  the  tae  half  o^t  will  be  true,  and 
thai  you  sad  my  Leddy        ^ 

The  EarFs  countenance  changed,  and  Andrew 
shrunk  tremblingly  from  the  stem  rebuke  of  his 
eye ;  but  Mordaunt,  who  saw  the  well-meant  pre* 
sumption  of  the  observaticm,  kiterfered  and  said, 
•*  Yoii  are  quite  right,  Mr  Wylie ;  and  you  could 
not  better  shew  the  sense  of  obligation,  which  you 
seem  to  feel  towards  his  Lordship,  than  by  wish- 
ing, as  you  do,  a  reconcihatibn  with  the  Countess.^ 

Lord  Sandyford  felt  offended  with  Mordaunt 
fiw  the  freedom  with  which  he  addressed  himself 
so  openly  on  so  delicate  a  subject,  and  to  so  yoimg 
a  man,  and  one,  too,  of  our  heroes  condition. 

Andrew,  however,  was  encoun^ed  by  this  in- 
terposition,  and  said,  **  Odsake,  my  Lord,  ye 
mauna  flee  up  at  ony  thing  I  say;  for  it  would  be 
an  ill  return  for  your  Lordship^s  goodness,  and 
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the  discretion  I  have  bad  at  my  Leddy^s  ban, 
'9rete  no  I  to  etUe  my  best        *" 

"  Peace!***  <aied  the  Earl.  Andrew  looked 
ronnd  to  Mordaunt,  coweringly  and  joculaiiy^  as 
if  in  dread  of  a  castigation. 

*^  You  might  at  least,  hear  what  Mr  Wylie  has 
to  say,**  cried  Mordaunt  ^^  Kindness  at  all  times 
merits  civility.** 

**  Well,  and  what  has  Mr  WyUe  to  say  ?**  ex- 
daimed  the  Earl,  a  litde  contemptuously,  look- 
ing at  our  hero,  who  was,  however^  none  daunted 
i^  his  mann^,  but,  on  the  contrary,  urged  by  grati- 
tude and  the  encouragement  of  Mordaunt,  replied, 

^^  1 4i<faia  think  your  Lordship  was  sic  a  spun- 
kie-^ye^ll  no  mend  your  broken  nest,  my  Lcnid, 
by  dabbing  at  it  So,  out  o*  the  regard  I  hae 
baith  for  you  and  my  Leddy^  I  would  spear  whiu 
for  ye  put  her  awa*  ?** 

The  Earl,  confounded  by  this  category,  almost 
Jaughedy  and  cried,  ^^  Why,  thou  paragon  dT  ani- 
mals, she  went  away  hersel£** 

**  Poor  body,**  replied  Andrew,  "  ye  maun  hae 
used  her  very  ijl,  my  Lord  ?** 
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This  wm  saidia  such  a  numnery  tliat  Mordamit 
and  tbe  Earl  looked  at  each  other.  He  saw  tb^ 
astooidhment,  but  took  no  notice  of  it,  continuing, 
^'  She  was  a  fine  Leddy<«*4naybe  a  weethat  diaea* 
sy  and  fond  6"  outg^t^^Fll  no  si^  she  was  eiv 
Urdy  wilbout  a  fault,  for  we  a'  bae  our  faults,  my 
Lord,.— and  a«  in  a  groat  me  to  apeak  wl^  ^m 
freedom  to  your  Lordship ;  but  when  I  ibiqk  what 
ye  hae  done  for  me^—I  was  a  fnendlass  lad^  and 
ye  took  me  by  the  han^— and  could  I  sit  slill  and 
aae  ^oaithe  befall  my  benefactor,  I,woiulibaa..be  a 
iHA  ct  the  nighl;  jHodc  that's  bred. on  the  Ian'  o' 
Scotland'' 

Tkate  waa  smn^iiiAg  in  this  a^proadiitg  to 
eon^;  insomudb,  that  the  Earl  said,  ^'  I  am 
Bsach  obliged  to  you ;  I  thank  you  for  tbe  intwest 
yoii  take  in  my  haj^oiess.  It  does  heiipinr<  to 
your  feelings ;  but  you  will  oblige  me  by  sayii:^ 
n9  mare  en  Aeaolgect?' 
'  The  miMUtar  i»  whidh  his  Lordsblp  spcie  was 
at  once  mild  and  £nn.  It  admitted  of  fk9-  reply, 
and  i#  offended  no  fodiii^.  It  neither  made  oiir 
hero  sensible  that  he  had  ititmsgressed  thetilimiito 
of  decorum^  nor  that  he  ought  to  regret  what  he 
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had  done ;  .but  it  dffemHiIly  closed  hii  Kpg,  and 
he  rose  to  take  his  leave.  The  Earl  sud  to  hkn, 
as  he  was  dn  the  point  of  retiring^  *^  I  intended 
to  hare  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  with  Mr 
V^tun  before  leaving  town,  but  that  I  find  wffl 
not  now  be  convenient.  Make  my  compMinents 
to  him,  and  say,  that  he  will  have  the  goodness 
to  S€fhd  the  papers  X  want  to  CSiafetinglon-HaU,  as 
I  have  cbtermined  to  set  off  early  to-aiottowiDioni^ 

Andrew,  miik  humble  respectfulness,  and  moea 
emotion  than  his  LdrdaMp  deemed  Urn  suaoqpti*^ 
ble  of,  thai  withdrew. 

<<  I  am  glad  to  be  rid  of  the  ftlkiw,''  saidlus 
Lordship,  as  the  door  shut;  ^  we  dnraU  have  been 
fa  h^tries,  with  handkerchiefeat  trar  tragical  ejres 
ptesently;  and  as  I  do  not  think  theSoottiak 
dialect  is  at  all  sufficiently  sonorous  for  Uank 
verse,  don'^t  you  think,  as  amatter  of  taste^  it  was 
light  to  send  him  heaioe  J  I  am  sotry,  however, 
to  have- been  so  peremptory  with  him.  The  gods 
play  with  our  hearts  as  shnttleoDdcs.^-^Here  it  m 
wumsB  that  I  did^  not  believe  had  lifb  to  &d 
even  an  insult,  luus  gone  off  a  flaming  seraph,  red* 
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dening  wiili  hoeriKty  md  w  wdkked  filing-*- 
becoming  at  once  the  boUm  work  of  God-^ 
Mtatiiog  taj  faciaer  homautjr  almost  into  taart*^-*-- 
.  During  tke  tisie  tbat  hia  LoxcUbipwaa  iltxm 
speaking,  he  continued  walldng  up  and  dowB  the 
lifaraiy.  SiometimeB  he  addnssed  himtdf  to.Mor- 
dnmt ;  bnt^  fiw  the  most  part,  what  he  said  wai 
in  fi<di&>qii]ry  and  he  was  ewiiendj  deeply  agita- 
ted) at  la^  he  made  a  Aitt  atop»  and  fiflsd^  ^^  I  am 
resdfy persuaded  that  this  young  'Edwin  is  no  tuI- 
gar  boyJ  There  isiouidi  TiDtiie  m  thai  avkiUffd 
flispikity  of  his;.&£itfaB0etsncgligenoe  tofraiNb 
his  talents^and  thatnegUgeneeeMfaieshimtoae- 
qmseadTaalageBirideh  tbeovealuie^bjrajcnrions 
instinct,  somehow  uses  in  a  way  that  is  positiTely 
conunanding,  but  which,  in  any  other  individual, 
would  be  dowm^t  and  intolerable  presumption 
and  impudence.^ 

Aflter  this  the  conversation  became  light  and 
general,  all  further  alluidon  to  the  separation  be- 
ing studiously  avoided.  The  Earl  ocoasionaQy, 
however,  spoke.of  his  intended  journey  next  mom^ 
ing  to  Chastii^on^Hall ;  but,  as  if  there  was 


flometfaing  unhappy  assodated  with  the  idea,  he 
as  often  hastily  emhraced  another  topic  Before 
Mordaunt  left  him,  he  gave  orders  for  the  carriage 
to  be  ready  at  an  early  hour,  to  convey  him  from 
town. 

^I  have  long  thoi^ht,^  said  he,  in  bidding 
Mordaunt  farewell,  ''  that  excellehce  was  a  very 
modest  ingredient ;  but  I  had  no  conception  that 
wisdom  lurked  in  so  strange  a  form  as  in  that  crea- 
ture Wyfie.  TFlierefinre,  I  would  advise  you  to 
trust  him  in  your  conjugal  affidr ;  ahd  if  he  db 
you  service,  which,  from  his  aeuteness,  I  am  suve 
4k  may,  you  will  not  neglect  to  reward  him.  I 
wish  that  I  had  noticed  his  true  character  sooner.^ 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 


THE  rAMILT  MANSION. 


CHAiTiNGTON-HALL,  the  principal  aeot  of  tte 
Sandyfoxd  family,  was  om  cS  those  fine  old  mim- 
flMHis,  which  are  only  to  be  0001  in  Enj^d,  and 
which  combme,  with  the  antique  grandeur  of  the 
baronial  castle,  the  cheerful  eonremenees  of  the 
modem  villa.  It  was  erected  in  the  latter  part  of 
*Queen  Eliitabeth^s  reign,  when  the  airy  pinnacles, 
turrets,  and  traoe:!^  of  the  Gothic  style,  were  iSrst 
attempted  to  be  assinulated  to  the  s^nletry  of 
cla^c  architecture. 

The  court-yard  was  entered  by  a  stately  por- 
tal, surmounted  by  a  clock  in  a  templar  edifice, 
crowned  with  a  dome,  in  the  form  of  an  earFs  co^ 
ronet ;  and  the  quadrangle  c£  the  court,  in  tEe 
centre  of  which  a  marble  fountain  threw  up  w«- 
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teceive  him.    The  men  \rere^  fi^  the  most  pait, 

grey-headed,  and  m  their  best  liyei^ ;  hat^  ^ 

though  ^the  cdours  were  the  same,  the  f ashioit  of 

the  clQthe$  \^  not  in  so  spruce  a  taste  as  thjpae 

of  ;their  London  compeers ;  imd  some  of  t^ieiiij 

instsa^  of  ^laart  white  c<^ton  stockings,  wor^  dteir 

legs  decently  clothed  in  grey  worsted*  The  honse- 

h(4d  appearance  of  the  wo^wn  was  no  less  peculiar* 

They  were  ^kewise  diTessed^iixthdrgayes^va^ircy 

butorathar^  the  oiA^ly  Sabine  simplicity  of  the 

gjTsfbge  and  fiMrm^  llMn  m  tfiat  bux<Hn  neatiMis 

:^at  characteri^s  the  ^A-fonaed  ftmate  dopoji 

tics,  belonging  to  those  seats  of  the  nobility,  whiqli 

,\k^  falnilies  ai^  still  so  patfiotic  as^to  viaitnnu 

jaarly  in  stimm^,  like  t^  swallo!\f  a  and  cuokoos^  r 

'    Sut  we  shoiitld  be  guil^  of  uii|itt|doi|al^  ,|i^ 

tdTilitjr  toipf ards  Mrs  Valence,  the  ho^sfkeeptp^ 

wer^  we  to  dkw  a  pei^iuige  of  her  impottpw^ 

to  be  dismissed fi:om  ouraec9UBl of  the]Eli9^''9! jrs- 

oq>tion,  #itihout  SOB10  spiseiti  an.4  discv^ninal^f 

ioBxki  of  our  ir^atd^  piirticrtdarly  ^ as  hisXcofilsli^ 

Inmselfttiewed,'  l^'tbe  most  colirteoii^  de&tence, 

die  high  esteem  in;wM€h  he.  l^M;^  c)ui^iicter5 

and  the  equally  greati^tis&ction  with.fry^b  he 
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mm  pctsuiKled,  nt^  £iBt^lMice>  she  had,  on  all 
ooea6i(«8)  uplidd  the  digiiity  and  oontideratioii 
of  tbe  family.  ISbe  was  a  -tall  and  ample  person^ 
age,  with  a  gesd^  oeaUation  <^  the  haad,  which 
aeemed  rather  to  indioatea  hsitj  sense  of  her  own 
aaprema^>  than  the  infii[Buty  of  a  s%ht  paralytic 
aflfeeiion^  She  stood  on  tl^  diird  step  of  the 
stair,  in  the  stately  superiority  of  a  foil  suit  of 
dark-brown  nislilii^'douUle*tahuiet,:of  whidb  the 
unstinted  flounces,  and  manifold  ruffle,  cuffs,  bora 
tetimony  to  the  taste  sind  prodigality  of  the  man- 
tMMna&ets  of  other  times ;  a  vast  well^starchod 
keidiief  souffle  ^awkd  h^  bosan  into,  swaft. 
]tlo&;teplttude;  and^her  hair  Was  not  only  highly 
firtnfed  and:poi€cved,  biit:  sustabed  a  spacious 
siractuEt  of  lioe^  tnualins^  <:it^ut#  and  ribbons, 
the  rery-  wiry  skd^tsh  of  iriiidi  was  suffieient 
tokave&rmehed  iron  for  Ae  abaeUes  of  more 
tbim  twenty  pe^ured  loferis  m  these:  4^gp^ierate 
days.  Her  bdnds  aM  arms  were  .mvest^  iriA 
•afli*ric,|Dpb?res,^*f  j^or^^as  tbe  iiap^  which  it 

was  her  pride  and  delight,  eoipe  t«Mre^  befiwre  jb^ 
^ied,^ito,9verout;)Atat>nii(H9ii^tQ.9l4  C^rkly,  the 
hnt]fir,i&x(thejaae>jif  bmnoUetmasftr^  aodhcf 
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feet  were  in  none  of  those  dip-slop  things  that  «re 
(Hily  fit  for  the  bedrdiamber,  but  deoorouBly  >in« 
stalled  in  high-heeled  red  Morocco  shoes,  adonis 
ed  with  Joiots  of  white  liUbon,  so  afflueiU^  ih^ 
they  atixacted  the  attention  of  hk  Losdship,  as 
she.  conductfod  him  through  the  jacture^gattery  to 
the  principal  drawii^«oom,and  he  could  not  re- 
firain  firpm  complimenting  her,  even  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  pun,  in  having  mvih  handsome  beaut 
at  her  feet. 

Mrs  Valence  stopped  instantly  at  the  words, 
and  placing  her  hands  formally  over  each  other, 
on  her  bosom,  made  him  as  sdemn  a  curtsey  as 
^e  Princess  Jftoyal,  at  the  commencement  o£a.nii> 
nuet,  at  a  birth-day  ball  of  her  late  most  graoibvfi 
Majesty  Queei  Charlotte.  His  LordAip,  with 
no  less  eorree^MXi^Ung  gravity  ,retaqied  a  poeofonnd 
bow;  4ind  when  she  had  recovered  her  wottted 
ekvatiop,  he  ibllowed  h^  in  sileqce^  wondering 
into  what  venerable  pidace,  amidst  the  pn|;oTit 
rites  and  clLiim  lMxmgis$  of  Fairy-^kod,  he  had 
4been  so  ourio^y  translated.  , 

^  Wh^i  he  ^tet^  the  drawmg^i^ocw,  be  was 
'f  leased  with  the  Jomestio  taste  iniwhidi('4^ -was 
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eridendy  set  for  use,  notwithstondixig  the  heavy 
gol&n  gr^indeur  of  the  furniture^  bat  fdit  a  little 
disappointed  at  seeing  the  silver  chanddiers  and 
sconces  filled  with  candles;  however,  he  good- 
homouredly  resolved  to  allow  the  old  servants  to 
indulge  ihemselves  for  that  night,  nor,  on  reflec- 
tion, was  he  averse  to  obtain  unsought,  a  speci- 
men of  the  hereditary  style  in  wMch  his  ancestors 
had  been  accustomed  to  live.  While  he  was  cut- 
aoiily  looking  at  the  pictures  which  adorned  the 
walls,  but  which,  as  the  sun  was  set,  he  could  see 
only  imperfectly,  his  valet  came  into  the  room  to 
inquire  if  he  intended  to  dress  for  dinner. 

"  I  beHeve  it  is  not  worth  while,  Servind.— 
But  perhaps  I  ought ;  diey  will  expect  it,^  said 
the  Earl. 

'^  I  think  tiiey  do,  my  Lord,^  replied  Servinal. 

"  Then,"  cried  the  Earl,  "  I  will  afot  disap- 
point them.  Have  you  brought  a  court-dress 
wiA'you.'' 

The  valet  smiled,  and  said  he  had  not. 

When  his  Lordship  had  dressed,  and  had  re- 
turned bade' into  die  drawing-room,  tii^  bell  over 
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the  portal  was  rm^,  and  the  house-steward,  a  re- 
spectable iAd  man,  oat  of  livery,  aan(Nmced  that 
dinner  was  ready.  The  Earl  followed  him,  cad 
immediatdy  on  e^terii^  the  picture-gallery,  ai^- 
other  old  man  proclaimed,  "  My  Lord  r  tipon 
which  the  f(dding-«&)ors  at  the  end  of  the  gallery 
were  thrown  open,  by  two  younger  footm^i.  The 
Earl  proceeded,  and  on  reaching  the  laacUng- 
place,  he  turned  round  to  Mrs  Valence,  who  was 
standing  there,  and  said,  with  an  air  of  great  ccm^ 
sid^ration,  **  Pray  does  Queen  Elizabeth,  with  the 
noble  Eai^l  of  Lrieester,  dine  here  to-day  ?^ 

'^  I  belieye  not,  my  Lord,^  .replied  the  stately 
house-keeper,  with  undisturbed  consequentiality. 

This  was  more  than  the  Earl  eaqpected,  and 
it  forced  him  to  laugh  as  he  descended  the  great 
staircase;  but,  on  entering  the  dining-room,  or 
radier,  as  it  was  called  among  the  househdd,  the 
banquetting^room,  he  started  on  seeing  a  table  laid 
out  for  at  least  a  dozen  guests,  and  covered  with 
ponderous  ancient  massy  plate. 

^^  What  is  the  meaning  of  tins  ?^  he  exclaim- 
ed in  a  tone  of  diq[>Ieasure ;  *^  Who  is  to  dine 
here?'' 
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Cofldy,  tbe  butler,  came  up,  and  vidi  thive 
bows  told  hisQy  that  ^  it  was  a^i  old  custom  of  the 
£uni]y  to  dine  always  ia  state  while  at  Chastiiig^ 
ton,  in  order  to  be  prepared  to  receive  any  guasts 
that  might  by  acddent  come.^ 

The  Einrl  would  have  said,  I  ho{>e  it  is  not  ex- 
pected that  I  am  to  keep  open  house;  but  he 
diecked  himsdf,  and  said  gaily,  ^'  Fashions  are 
aomewhat  dialled  smcetbe  gbiden  agef*-tha^  is, 
the  age  of  the  guineas,  CorUy.  Howeyer,  to- 
night perform  your  duty  as  you  were  wont  to  do 
in  my  fiith^^s  time ;  or  rather,  if  you  please,  in 
my  giandfiitherV^ 

^^  I  was  aot,  nr^  Lord,  in  the  service  of  Earl 
James,  your  Lordship's  grand&ther,^  said  Cork- 
ly,  with  an  afar  that  would  have  been  called  digni- 
fied in  an  old  comrder  qpeaking  of  George  the  Se- 
cond ;  ^^  but  I  have  been  forty-three  years  in  the 
service  of  your  Lordship'^s  noUe  family.'*' 

**  Indeed  T  said  the  Earl,  playfully ;  "  then  I 
miist  take  lessons  £nom  you  as  to  the  etiquettes  I 
WBBL  bound  to  observe  at  Chastington ;''  and,  in 
saying  these  words,  he  seated  himsdf  at  the 
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table,  'when  one  <)f  tbe  serraats  in  atteadanee 
touched  the  spiing  of  a  large  musical  Germati 
dock,  "wlnch  immediately  began  to  play  cue  of 
Handers  overtures.  But  the  madiinery  being 
somewhat  out  of  tune,  the  Eaorl  odled  out  to  tlMon 
in  mercy  to  stop  that  horrid  muacal  Ogre;  and 
turning  round  to  the  butler,  said,  ^^  Save  me  this 
discord  of  Magog^s  accompamment  to  my  knife 
and  fork,  and  I  will  not  ini^fere  witii  jovas:  riles 
and  homages  to-ni^t.^ 

'^  As  your  Lordship  pleases,^  replied  Cotidgr, 
with  the  reverence  of  a  worshipper. 

The  ^e  and  fancy  of  the  Earl  were  thus  inte- 
rested and  amused  on  the  joight  q[  Im  &rst  aitival 
at  the  great  mansion  of  his  anceafeors.  There  was 
a  simplicity  in  the  domestics,  whidi  jdeased  him 
exceeding^,  and  thdr  little  awkwarAiesses,  with 
the  formaHty  and  cerenK>nial  whidi  they  made 
use  of  in  their  attendance,  seemed  to  him  at  once 
venerable  and  picturesque.  Corkly  tdld  him, 
that  although  the  cellar  had  not  been  repleniah- 
ed  for  more  than  diirty  years,  it  stall  contained 
several  delicious  vintages,  and  liieEarl  encom»ged 


THB  FAMILY  KAHSION.  278 

the  gen^nms  <M  mm  ta^qpttitte  on  the  i^oriei 
«f  otlier  ycKra ;  but  thottgh  he  seemed  amused  by 
the  xecital,  an  occational  shade  came  over  his 
spirits,  and  he  reflected,  with  a  sigh,  on  the  un- 
honoured  years  he  had  sqamdered  away  in  Lon- 
don. 

Wh^i  he  returned  to  the  drawing-room,  it  was 
superbly  ilhiminated;  but  his  heart  recoiled  from 
die  solitary  grandeur  around,  and  as  it  was  yet 
early  in  the  eyening,  he  ordered  a  fire  to  be 
l^^ited  in  a  smaller  apartment  He  inqmred  if 
there  were  any  books  in  the  house,  and  heard, 
wail  surprise  and  delight,  that  it  contained  a  li- 
brary of  many  thousand  volumes,  to  which,  how- 
ever, no  additicm  had  been  made  since  the  death 
of  his  father ;  indeed,  every  inquiry  served  to  re> 
BUnd  him  how  much  he  had  neglected  this  prince- 
ly  mannon,  and  how  he  had  declined  from  the 
patriotic  aristocracy  of  his  fathers. 

The  following  morning  he  walked  into  the 
park,  and  saw  in  eveary  place  the  stateliest  trees 
marked  for  the  woodman,  and  many  already 
M?etleci> 

m2 
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I  could  not  have  inuigiiied,^  he  said,  in  wri- 
ting to  Mordaunt,  and  mentioning  the  e&d  cm. 
his  feehngs,  ^^  that  the  odd  trick  was  such  an  edge 
tool;' 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 


KOBLE  AUTHOESHIP. 


The  first  week,  after  the  arrival  of  Lord  Sandy- 
ford  at  Chastington^hall,  passed  more  agreeably 
tiian  might  have  been  expected,  considering  the 
suddenness  of  the  change  whidi  it  occasioned  in 
his  mannar  of  living.  Two  or  three  days  were 
spoat  in  examinmg  the  house,  and  the  curi<v 
sities  which  remained  as  so  many  monum^its  of 
the  taste  and  whhn  of  his  ancestcnrs ;  and,  above 
all,  in  an  inspection  of  the  family  pictures.  His 
Lordship  had  some  pretensions  to  a  physiogn<v 
mical  perception  of  diaracter,  and  he  amused  him* 
setf  with  omjectnres  as  to  the  mind  and  disposi- 
lioa  of  the  direct  line  from  which  he  was  himself 
descended,  trludng,  or  rather  fimcying  that  he 
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traced,  the  feirtureB  whidi  indicated  the  particular 
points  of  resemUance  in  their  respective  diarac- 
tens.  This  recreation  was  occasionally  farokoi  in 
nfoa  by  visits  from  aome  of  the  neighbouring  gm« 
ttemen, with  whoin^ahhougfa  he  received  themwitfa 
his  wonted  politeness,  he  shewed  no  indinatioB  to 
cultivate  an  acquaintanoe ;  on  the  contrary,  he  took 
several  (^portunities  to  inform  them,  that  he  had 
o(Hne  to  Chastington  expressly  ibr  retirement.  He 
al0o  visited  his  domain;  and  having  suspended  the 
general  orders  for  the  cutting  down  of  the  timber, 
he  jfinrmed^rom  his  own  observation  anoib^  plan 
of  dimning  the  woods,  without  matenally  afibd^ 
ing  die  beauty  ^  tbe  sylvan  lurniAure  of  the  parity 
flfpeoudly  in  die  immediate  vicinity  of  the  mai^ 
sion.  His  eye  had  a  natural  p^K^ption  of  the  {jc* 
turesque ;  aod  the  |^an  which  he  thus  adoptad» 
instead  of  impairing  the  magnjficenoe  of  the  ridfCa 
and  walks,  had  the  ^ect  of  rendmng  them  more 
l^basant  and  diversified  in  die  views.  The  treea 
which  were  foiled  aUowed  more  light,  as  it  weve,  to 
be  thrown  upon  die  landscape^  and  prospeeta  were 
cpaied,  of  dm  ext^it  of  which  no  previous  omoep^ 
don  had  been  formed. 


It «»  hk  JcdttoM  in  die  mondiif  to  nde  fovid 
tte  pirky  flBd  frcnn  die  diffeMBt  aniaeDoe^ 
MBOie  nduit  diBtiat  ofajeeto  vaf^  he  wem  fim 
die pirts  covered  widi  voed;  nd  dm  to  oMht 
die  voodiacn  to  £ett  in  ncli  diieetifln  as  would 
brii^f  a  villftge-apiiw^  aa  JMtticiit  toimr,  or  II  Bio^ 
Bumnon,  isto  die  temmistiaii  of  die  Tietft  vUoh 
diejr  Ud  €fpgKL  But  it  was  axoimd  die  Hafi  dM 
lUs  ^eciea  of  pctazesqae  econeaa j  was  meat  ja* 
dieioady  managed.  In  die  conrae  of  yeara^  Ae 
timber  had  to  inoreased  in  magnitude,  dut  it  im 
cksed  die  bofldiag  widi  a  depth  and  dai^eaa  of 
ttdaiageona  boo^,  tltogether  incondstent  widi 
d»  fiond  figfatneaa  of  the  ardnteetine— *die  eftet 
of  which  piodiioed  a  degree  of  gloom  and  aoieiiw 
wkjf  in  die  hoildifi^,  strangely  at  variance  with 
d»  AamM  stjld  of  die  place.  The  Eae^  by 
AiowBi^  down  aome  of  die  trees  whidii  had  grown 
to  audi  a  height  as  to  intercept  the  views,  and 
by  letdng  in  die  Hght  throagh  die  general  massea 
of  dm  surroondSng  woods,  produced  a  change  tndy 
magical;  but  he  spared  the  cdebrated  chesnut 
darkens  die  southern  windows.     The  b* 
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incMtAtion  in  the  n^hbdUiiiood,  tor  tUe  fine  old 
tteeB  of  Chastingtony  vrsk  damaged  into  rejoicing, 
and  all  the  visitors  dedasried  thdr  delight  and.sft- 
tiiEtiSMtiDli  at  the  improvemaits* 

'  But  although,  in  tins  mannav  the  Earl  &r 
flome  time  oreated  not  onty  amusement,  bat  biw* 
ness  iai  himself,  diere  wais  a  sameness  in  the  u&- 
dettaking,  and  a  ptttence  requisitey  ivhich  did  not 
exactly  suit  the  ardour  and  aetxrity  of  his  chasao- 
tet^  and  he  had  recourse  to  other  means  of  reooreai> 
tidn.  Having  prescribed  their  work  to  the  wood> 
men,  he  resolved  to  wait  the  issue  of  the  full  e£* 
ftct ;  and  in  order  that  he  might  prevent  his  rest* 
lessness  icem  preying  on  himself,  he  aideavonrad 
to  find  pastime  in  changing  the  appearance  of  the 
state  apartments,  not  by  the  expensive  mediiifn  of 
repairs  or  upholstery,  but  by  new  arrangcmeats 
of  the  paintings  and  sculpture,  the  china,  aiKllhe 
eidiinets ;  but  still  there  was  something  wanting. 
This  also  he  found  must  become  a  suboardiBale 
eoncem^-^  matter  of  occasional  recreation;  for  it 
affinded  none  of  that  earnest  exercise  to  the  umid 
which  he  longed  to  obtain^    At  last  he  had  re- 
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coiizse;to  the  Kbrary ;  and  after  s  miwyelipee— 
sod  eoxaeaty  glance  of  die  cdleokioii^  he  eet  hu»> 
seif  iiitQ  a  regular  couDK  of  hi^oxical  readiiig. 

To  read  was,  with  Lord  S«iidyford>  to  thmk 
£Texy  page  that  hm  eje  travelled  famished  eome 
new  asseciatJomt  to  his  mind,  tiU  the  meet  reaMork- 
Me  and  strikhq^  inadsaits  of  general  hiatery  h^ 
camecoameeted  with  the.pasaiiig  t<^C8  of  his  own 
liane;  fiar  the Frendi Reirohitioli waa  Aen raging 
HI  all  its  fiiry,  and  drawing  into  its  deslrudiTe 
wUdpDol  the  venerable  institutions  of  successiine 
wisdom  and  ^perience. 

'  .The. excitement  which  this  systematic  aoqpusi*> 
tion  of  knowl^e  produced,  opanted  to  an  immao 
diateeffieet  His  Lordship  became  dissatisfied  with 
dia  inadequate  policy  by  whidi  it  was  attenjpted 
ta jnppress  the  natural  issue  of  a  long  eontinned 
aecamnlatJon  of  mord  impulses ;  and  actuated  by 
the  new  light  wUdi  he  had  acquired  on  Ae  ^aish 
jed  of  nataonal  mutations,  began  to  write  an  hiB» 
toiieal  view  of  the  political  ^ecta  <^'pafsH«c  ixfit 


When  he  Imd  finiahed  ihk  pamphlet»  he  was 
conscious  that,  howevar  just  his  xe&dd&tmSf  dud 
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leliis  £Kt8,  it  vas  not,  in  point  of  irt^ 
and  aErrangemehty  snch  as  would  do  him  credit  in 
the  duoaeler  of  an  autborv  He  was  awaie,  tJut 
liie  liabit  he  had  aoquiied  of  ocmtempladi^  every 
ihk^  throng  an  iironical  meduim,  in  some  degree 
alBBscted  his  reasoning  even  in  his  most  aerioos 
montenta;  and  that  he  used  tarms  and  phrases  in 
a  recondite .  sense,  not  altogether  understood  bjr 
the  generality  c£  the  public ;  so  that,  while  hit 
taste^  with  respect  to  the  eompoeitbn  of  otliers, 
wasremarkaHy  pure  and  just,  he  feared  ^Mtt  hli 
own  work  niight  be  considered  as  conocited  in  iti 
dic^n,  and  ddidfint  in  that  air  of  si&eerity  es-> 
eential  to  produce  effecL  He  therefere  longed  te 
the  assistance  of  a  literary  &waA  to  correct  its  in> 
ooDgruities ;  but  th^re  was  no  sudi  being  witldn 
ttbe/ndbole  compass  of  all  the  a<^acent  paathea. 
At  one  time  he  thought  (^writing  to  his  book- 
aeller  m  London  to  procure,  and  send  to  him  by 
the  coach,  some  one  of  those  retainers  of  the  presi^ 
who  execute  the  editorial  duties  to  new  editions  of 
old  works ;  but  he  had  early  taken  an  anti-social 
pr^ndice  against  authors  and  artists  in  general, 
and  could  not  endure  the  tfaou|^t  of  having 
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wmoMtnA&tk  disturbed  by  the  caprice  of  beings^ 
vhom  he  oonndeved  as  sotely  skhdess  to  every 
thing  that  but  seemed  to  interfere  with  their  vani- 
tiea  PuUtsh,  however^  he  must ;  he  fdt  himself 
urged  to  it  by  the  Tery  hand  of  Fate  itself  and  he 
ooold  not  resist  the  f<»rce  of  a  neces^ty  that  was 
as  inesistible  to  himy  as  if  he  had  been  the  hero 
of  a  €rseek  or  Gennaa  tragedy,  yearning  to  com- 
Butaerime. 

In  tiiis  dilemmarhe  thought  of  our  hero,  of  whose 
prad^ice  he  had  begun  to  entertain  a  feTOtitable 
ofsaiion,  and  wrote  to  him  to  find  some  derer 
literary  man,  who  would  midatake  to  prepare  ft 
pamphlet  for  the  press ;  sajring,  that  he  would 
pay  liberally  f(Nr  ^  assktaace,  but  that  he  wished 
to  nemain  unknown.  ^ 

Andiew  was  at  first  not  a  little  p^lexed  by 
the  EarPs  commisdon.  He  knew  no  author,  nor 
was  he  m  habits  of  intercourse  with  any  one  who 
did;  till  xeeoBeoling  N«^e,  the  reporter,  he  r&. 
solved  to  apply  to  him,  with  a  previous  detemd* 
ta^imf  howerer,  pot  to  emj^y  him  in  the  busi- 
nesiu  Aecordii^ly,  the  same  aflenuxm  in  winch 
ho.reeeiiFed  his  Lorddup^t  letter^  he  went  to  the 
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xiewspaper-office,  under  the  pretext  of  inqmrfaig  o£ 
Nettle,  if  he  knew  of  any  peirson  who  would  talce 
eharge  of  a  small  parcel  to  Scotland  for  hun* 

No  visit  was  ever  better  timed ;  it  was  exactly 
at  the  wonted  hour  when  Nettle  usuaHy  went  to 
his  chop*bouse  for  dinner;  «nd  Andrew,  wfaife 
speaking  to  him  respecting  the  Mttle  packet  he 
had  to  send  to  bis  grandmother,  said,  ^^  But,  Mr 
Nettle,  if  yeVe  gaim  to  seek  your  dinner,  if  s  just 
my  time  too,  and  maybe  yell  no  object  to  let  me 
go  with  you.'* 

Nettle  was  not  a  litde  pleased  with  the  propo- 
sition ;  for,  possessing  a  strong  reUsh  of  droUery, 
Andrew  was  a  character  that  could  not  fail,  he 
thought,  to  furnish  him  with  some  amusement 

^*  But,^  rejoined  our  hero,  when  he  found  his 
company  accepted,  ^  yell  no  tak  me  to  an  extra- 
vagant house— no  that  I  mind,  mair  than  my 
neighbours,  to  birl  my  bawbee  at  a  time,  but  m 
ilk»-day  meals,  I  am  obligated  to  hae  a  regard 
for  frugality.'* 

Nettle  profited  by  the  hint,  and  took  Andrew 
to  one  of  the  best  coiFee-houses  in  the  neighbotir-> 
hood.    Our  hero  percdived  his  drift ;  but  he  also 
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thouglit  to  himself,  *<  this  is  an  oecasioii  irfacn  I 
should  birl  my  bftwbee.'^  However,  upon  eftteiing 
the  room  he  feigned  great  aUrm,  and  cstching 
hold  of  his  companion  earnestly  hj  the  arm^  said, 
^^  Ndo,  Mr  Nettle,  I  hope  this  house  is  no  aboon 
half-a-crown.  Od,  Mr  Nettle,  I  dinna  like  the 
looks  o'^t-^I  doobt  the  folk  that  come  here  drink 
wine." 

Nettle  laughed,  and  seating  himself  at  one  of 
the  tables,  said,  "  DonH  be  frightened,  Andrdw ; 
leave  the  matter  to  me — Fll  manage  every  thing 
in  the  most  economical  manner." 

^^  Mind  it^s  on  conditi(m  ye  do  sae  that  I  sit 
doun,"  replied  our  hero,  seemii^ly  very  awkwaitl- 
ly  affected  by  the  appearance  of  the  compmy 
around,  as  if  a  young  man,  who  was  in  the  prac- 
tice of  frequenting  the  tables  and  parties  of  the 
most  fashionable  houses,  was  likely  to  be  diseon^ 
certed  by  the  migratory  visitants  of  a  coffee-house. 
But  he  perceived  that  the  reporter  was  uninformed 
as  to  this,  and  his  object  was  to  make  this  man  of 
the  town  subservient  to  his  purposes. 

Dinner  was  ordered  by  Nettle,  who,  while  it 
was  setting  down,  said  drily,  ^^  It  is  usual^  you 
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kxkoV;  to  have  a  bottle  of  white  wine  during  din- 
ner ;  but  as  we  are  on  an  economical  regimen,  I 
will  only  order  a  pint.^ 

^^  I  never  ordered  a  pint  o^  wine  since  I  was 
bom,""  cried  Andrew  to  Nettle,  who  immediately 
said,  "  O  very  well,  I  have  no  objection — ^Waiter, 
bring  a  bottle.*" 

Our  hero  was  here  caught  in  his  own  snare, 
^d  exclaimed,  with  unaffected  sincerity,  ^  A 
wliole  bottle  T 

Nettle  was  exceedingly  diverted,  and  laughed 
at  his  own  joke,  especially  when  Andrew  said,  aa 
the  wine  was  placed  on  the  table,  ^^  This  is  what 
I  ca*  a  rank  shame  ;^  but  he  was  much  less  dis- 
pleased than  he  pretended,  and  cunningly  added, 
'^  I^m  thinking  that  this  trade  of  translating  and 
writing  paragraphs  of  yours,  Mr  Nettle,  is  no  an 
ill  line,  an  a  body  could  get  weelintil\  andhada 
name.^ 

^^  I  think,^  repUed  Nettle,  delighted  with  his 
companion,  ^^  that  you  ought  to  try  your  hand, 
Andrew.  I''m  sure  any  thing  from  your  pen  must 
amuse  the  public.^ 
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*^  Hooly, hocdy,"^ cried  Andreir ;  ^s*insgiide* 
time,  Mr  Netde— I  hae  my  notions  on  the  subjec, 
but  we  maun  creep  before  we  gang— -only  diere^s 
a  curiosity  in  the  craft  that  I  dinna  wed  under- 
stand ;  and  that  is,  how  to  borrec  the  press,  and 
to  put  in  the  points,  wi^  the  lave  o*  the  wee  pre- 
jinldties^;  that,  I  hae  a  dun^t,  is  no  an  easy  con- 
cern.'* 

'^  As  to  the  wee  prejinkities,  as  you  call  &em, 
aod  matters  of  that  sort,  the  printers  take  a  great 
part  of  the  trouble  off  the  author's  hands.  But 
the  plague  is  with  the  substantial  matter,  Andrew; 
defects  in  that  are  not  so  easily  remedied.^ 

^^  But  surely  they  can  be  remedied  ?"  exclaim- 
ed our  sly  simjdeton. 

Nettle  was  mightily  pleased  with  this  saUy,  andl 
said,  ^*  Andrew,  when  your  book's  ready  to  prin^ 
let  me  know,  and  111  give  you  a  Eft  in  that  way.** 

^'  It's  Tery  discreet  o'  you  to  offer  sae ;  but  is'^t 
true  that  there  are  folk  in  London  whamak  a  lee- 
vingbysiclikewark?" 

**  True !"  cried  Nettle.  "  How  do  you  suppose 
the  speeches  o£  members  of  piirliament  are  got  up 
te  pablicadoBvx^he  voyagea  and  travels  ^coun- 
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tQr  gentlemen— ^norels  of  ladies  pf  fadiion-»oT  any 
of  tbe  other  et  cetera  l^  which  iUiterate  opuloice 
s0ek$:ta  obtain  literary  renown  F^  • 
-  ^*  Weel,  this  Londcto  is  a  wonderM  place,^  re- 
fdi^  Andrew ;  ^^  and  arethere  really  folk  that  do 
tl^  kind  o^  jobs  £»' siller  ?"* 
^r  ^<  To  be  sure  there  are  ;  and  they  make  a  mag 
thing  of  it.^ 

,  ^^  Noo,  Mr  N^tle^  thaf  s  what  I  oanna  oompre- 
h#nd^  lIae.they8iu^6rx>ffice8?«>-Whardoth^ 
bi^  P-rr And  how  are  they  k^t  F^^They  hae  tuu^ 
^gns  upF-^Wbat'^s  thi^  denominaticm ?"      , 

^^  ItV  not  easy  to  answer  so  many  questions  in 
a  brefttbi^  reified  Nettle ;  ^^  but  I  could  name  you 
fifty.  There,  for  example,  is  our  own  countryman, 
Jl^iA^y  be  makes  a  ttuHisand  a-year  l^  the  busi- 

' .  ^^  Weel,  to  be  sure,  hpw  hidden  things  are 
bt(H:^l]|;  to  light  I  I  ne^e^/"  exclaimed  Andrew, 
*i  cO^d  fttbom  by  whai; iiookor  crook  h&wis  lea- 
ving, nor  whar  he  leeves.-^Wbar  is't  F'^         > 

Nettle  told  him ;  and  Andrew,  inwiirdly  orer- 
joyod,  proposed  to  drildc  faia  health,  .a&  a  credit^ 
^ti^did,  in  a.bumpei,  i|l%^ 
removed. 
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*^  Stop,  stop,  man ;  it's  not  yet  time ;  let  us 
hsre  the  table  cleared  before  we  begin  to  toasts,^ 
said  Nettle^  laugbing  at  Andrew^s  supposed  nistic- 
8inq])1icity. 

Our  hero  tben  inquired  what  books  Mole  had 
edited  and  prepared  for  the  press  ;  and  in  what 
degree  of  estimatkm  they  were  held.  Nettle  told 
bim  the  names  of  sereral ;  but  Andrew  a£fe(^ed. 
to  donbt  ^  truth  of  what  he  said,  and  alleged 
that  they  were  perhaps  not  at  all  of  that  d^ee  of 
merit  irhieh  his  companion  assorted.  This  be- 
got something  like  ia  difference  of  opinion  between, 
them,  which  aided  in  die  reiteration  of  Nettle's 
assestkm,  ai|d  aa  affirmation  that  the  puUisherfr 
woold  terify  tiie  porreetness  of  whi^  he  inaintaiii- 
ed.  Andrew,  however,".£d  net  urge  d^nniiatter. 
fiifdier.  He  had  thus  adroitly  acquired  the  name 
and  addbess  of  an  aUe  editor,  and  tfaeniames  o€ 
the  iKM&sellers  by.  whom  he  was  employed* .  He 
bad,  in  eoiuiequence,  nothing  finrther  to  j^  to. 
Nettle  diat  evening;  and^  aoo(H*£n^ly,  puEUng 
Ae  wi2ie<.decantGr  past  him,  lie  tbse-to.go  awayv 
tstE^iagj  '^  I^  /not  for  ony.mair;''  • /•  . .; 

^  Sirdown^''<dri^Netde,  ."<•  and  fimsh^the  wiael 
31ib:poUlieBrp'iajeaaciffl^tJ  .    :  ,-.      '..:.->  ;r^).r 
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^^  Ye^vouldma  li«e  me^uroljr,  Mr  Nettle,  ioi$k 
tni  Fm  tBTwH  ?  Ab  sore^ft  dead^  Ij&ol  the  lime 
rinmn  in  my  head  alieady*T^ril  h^fou,  Sf  I  drink 
any  mair.  No ;  ye  maun  just  kt  me  gong  mj 
wayg.  Ye'll  pay  the  reckwaimg;  and  tf  it  dinna 
exteed  five  shillings,  I'll  no  gmdge  the  c^gk  ti 
your  conversation,  which  hat  been  vera  carious  moA 
agreeable — ^vera  curieufi  indeed,  Mr  Nettle.  Bot 
gude  night  ;^  and  in  sayiiig  liki%  Andrew  faimtied 
from  the  house. 

His  first  course  was  to  the  diopof  Mole^pni-' 
Qtpal  publisher^  where  he  inquired  &r  onetxf^dbe 
book&;  and  iqKm  seeing  it,  he  looked  iiM^o  senevak 
passages,  as  if  he  had  been  examining  than  cnli^ 
eaUy,  Jind  said,  ^^  I  dkna  thinks  now,  that  tioa  b 
a  very  weel-written  work.*" 

The  booksdler  w;as  a.liltle  snrpiased  at  the  re- 
mark;  but  as  bookselkrs  are  accustomed  to  isai^ 
wise  and  learned  dbaracters  in  very  queer  and  odA 
shapes,  he  gave  Andxew  credit  for  some  eritioal 
ncam&if  while  he  controverted  hisi  opinion,  iDaaiK 
taomi^  the  merits  of  the  style  ami  oomposttiiiiaM 
both  of  the  first  class.  Andrenr,  horwiever,'8t«iitk  to 
fais  point,  and  finally  dedined  to  purchase  llie 
work ;  satisfied,  however,  ibat  Jthe  pnUUriMfrdbSd 
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a  higli  opinion  of  its  literary  merits.  On  leaving 
that  shop,  he  went  to  another,  and  another,  until 
he  found  the  opinion  of  Nettle  fiilly  verified.  He 
then  proceeded  to  the  chambers  of  Mole,  irhom  he 
fmmi  at  home,  and^vhom  he  thus  addressed,  al- 
though they  had  no  preyious  acquaintance  :-^^^  Mr 
Mole,  I  hae  a  fait  turn  o^  waric  that  wouldtia  be 
the  war  6*  your  helping  himd.^ 

This  abruptness  startled  the  engineer  of  litera- 
ture ;  but  as  he  had  seen  the  unlieked  figure  of 
Andrew  at  some  of  the  fashionable  houses,  where 
he  occasionally  helped  to  make  sa:isible  speeches 
for  the  gentlemen,  he  divined,  in  some  degree,  the 
object  of  his  visit,  and  civilly  requested  him  to  be 
seated,  saying,  ^^  Pray,  may  I  ask  the  nature  of 
the  business  ?^ 

^^  If  s  a  kind  o*  a  book  that  I  hae  a  thought 
anent ;  but  no  being  just  as  I  could  wish,  in  some 
respects,  so  particular  in  the  grammatical,  I  think, 
that  before  putting  it  out  to  the  world,  it  wouldna 
he  the  waur  o^  bdng  coU^d  and  kaim\  by  an  expe- 
rienced han'  like  yours.^ 

*^  Have  you  the  manuscript  with  you  ?^  inqui- 

VOL.  I.  N 
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1^  Mole,  endeavouring  to  lode  as  smous  as  p6». 
sible. 

*'  No,  sir ;  I  wantit  first  to  ken  if  you  would 
undertake  tlie  work."* 

^'  That  will,  in  some  degree,  depend  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  subject,  and  the  amount  of  the  rernu* 
aeration,"  replied  Mole.  *^  Do  you  mean  dmply 
that  I  should  revise  the  manuscript,  or  re-write 
the  work  entirely  ?"" 

"  I  mean  that  ye^re  no  to  hain  your  ainlity  in 
the  business ;  but  what  I  want  to  ken  is  the  cost 
-Hsupposing  now  the  vera  utmost,  and  that  ye 
were  to  write  it  all  over  again — ^what  would  you 
expect  ?*" 

"  You  will  not  ^udgc  to  pay  me  at  the  rate  of 
ten  guineas  a  pica  sheet  octavo  ?*** 

"  Fm  no  versed  in  your  trade ;  but  let  me  see 
a  book  that  you  would  mak  your  ell-wand,  and  ITl 
maybe  can  thaii  make  a  guess  at  the  estimate.^ 
An  octavo  volume,  printed  on  pica  type,  was  pro- 
duced, and  die  extwit  of  a  sheet  explained  to  him. 
"  Dear  me,"  he  cried,  "  but  this,  sir,  is  a  dreadfu'' 
price — ^ten  guineas  for  doing  thfe  like  o*  that— -Na, 
na,  sir,  I  couldna  think  fP  mair  than  five  pound  ; 
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f9fid  if  ye  gie  sutisfiMioii  I'U  try  ta  muke  it  gui- 

In  the  end)  hoTreTer,  a  bargain  was  made,  by 
vhich  it  was  agreed  that  the  numuaoript  was  to  be 
submitted  to  the  architect ;  and  if  entire  re-edifi- 
.Oition  wi^  fpund  req^sjybe,  the  r^nuneration  was 
to  be  at  the  nitte  €£  sev^a  pounds  ten  shillings. 
Mote  pleaded  eam^ly  £br  guineafb^  b^t  ^drew 
declared  he  could  by  no  possibiUty  afford  a  far- 
thing more.  The  same  evening  he  wrote  to  Lord 
Sandyferd,  that  he  had  found  a  friend  with  some 
eq^enc^  in  the  book^^naking  line ;  and  that  if 
hi^  l4<»9dship  would  send  up  his  manuscript,  per* 
hiqM  he  could  get  him  to  undertidce  the  job ;  but 
t}mt  he  was  a  particular  man,  and  very  high  in  his 
price ;  which  was.  commonly  at  the  rate  of  ten  gui- 
^ly^  the  sheet  of  pv^  depiy  octavp.     Neverthe- 
.lasSf  be  assumed  his  Lordship  he  would  try  and  get 
it  done  on  as  moderate  terms  as  possible. 
' .  7he  Eaarl  knew  as  littie  of  pipa  demy  as  An- 
•clrew  himself  imu?  did  he  care*    The  manuscript 
w#8  seat  by  a  special  messei^r  to  ou^  hero^  who 
Jtotf  Dp  time  in  tak^  it  to  Moki,  by  whom  it  was 
fWs^ly  gl^ced  o¥ear  m  Im  preseni^. 
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Mole  was  struck  with  the  composition,  and  the 
general  elegance  of  taste  and  imagination  that  scin- 
tillated in  many  passages ;  and  he  said  to  Andrew, 
with  a  sharp  and  an  inquisitive  look,  ^^  Is  this  your 
work  ?"" 

^'  It'*s  what  I  spoke  to  you  anent.  Fm  think- 
ing it's  no  sae  bad  as  ye  expectk."* 

"  Bad  r  exclaimed  Mple ;  "  it  is  full  of  the 
finest  conceptions  of  a  masterly  genius.  This  is 
inspiraticm — I  am  utterly  astonished.'*^ 

"  Ifs  a  great  pleasure  to  me,  sir,'*  said  Andrew, 
dryly,  "  that  yeVe  so  weel  satisfied  wi't  I  trust 
it  will  make  you  abate  something  in  the  price." 

'^  We  have  made  an  agreement,  and  the  terras 
must  be  fulfilled.  I  cannot  say  that  the  worl^  will 
require  to  be  entirely  re-written.  The  material  is 
precious,  and  wrought  beautifully  in  mai^  pas- 
sages ;  but  it  may,  nevertheless,  require  to  be  re- 
cast.'' 

"  Then,''  said  Andrew,  ^^  since  ye  like  it  so 
well,  I'll  pay  the  seven  pound  ten  per  sheet,  pica 
demy  octavo,  but  no  a  single  &rthing  mair,  mind 
that;  for  if  you  baud  me  to  the  straights  o'  the  bar- 
gain, 111  just  be  as  severe  upon  you.     So  a'  that 
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I  hae  td  sae  for  the  present  i^  the  old  bye-word^ 
*  they  that  do  their  turn  in  time,  sit  half  idle— 
yeTl  make  what  speed  ye  dow/  " 

The  admiration  of  Mole  was  rather  increased 
than  diminished  when,  after  the  departure  of  oui^ 
hero,  he  read  the  manuscript  more  leisuretyi  He 
deemed  it  utterly  impossible  that  a  being  so  un«^ 
couth  could  have  written  such  a  work ;  but  he  had 
been  told,  when  he  first  observed  his  odd  figure 
in  society,  that  he  was  a  creature  of  infinite  whim 
and  fancy  ;  and  the  manuscript  was  still  more  cal<- 
culated  than  this  account  to  set  all  theories  of  phy  ^ 
siognomy  at  defiance. 

As  fi3r  Andrew  himself,  he  exulted  in  the  bar* 
gain,  and  at  his  own  address  m  suppressing,  m  the 
first  instance,  the  rate  at  which  he  had  agreed  the 
revision  should  be  made.  But  the  effect  intended 
I7  informing  the  Earl  that  the  price  was  to  be  seven 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  sheet,  instead  of  ten  gui* 
neas,  failed  entirely  in  one  respect ;  for  his  Lord-^ 
dhip  was  no  further  satisfied  with  the  bargidn,  than 
as  another  proof  of  the  simplicity  and  integrity  of 
his  i^ent ;  at  least  it  so  appeared  in  the  sequel;  for 
>hen  the  manuscript  was  recast  and,  s^t  back  to 
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Chastmgton-haU,  he  remitted  a  hundred  pound* 
for  Mole,  which  was  nearly  double  the  sum  stipula- 
ted. Andrew,  in  taking  die  money  to  him,  said, 
*'  YeH  find,  sir,  that  I^m  no  waur  than  my  word ; 
there^s  a  hundred  pound  note ;  and  as  for  the  ba- 
lance, yelQ  just  keep  it  to  buy  a  snuffbox  or  ony 
idler  playodk  that  may  please  you  better.^ 

This  liberality  was,  to  the  amazed  reviser,  still 
more  extraordinary  after  the  higgling  he  had  suf« 
fered,  than  even  the  intellectual  merits  of  the  pam« 
phlet ;  and  in  all  companies  after#a^,  he  i^ke 
of  Andrew  as  an  incompr^hendble  prodigy  of  ge^ 
nius. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 


A  SECRET  EXPEDITION. 


Ik  the  meantime^  the  situation  of  Lady  Sandy* 
tarA  at  Elderbower  with  the  Dowi^er  was  far 
from  yielding  any  consolation  to  her  mortified  spi- 
rit ;  fer  although  the  ccmduct  of  the  old  lady  was 
truly  exemjdary,  there  was  yet  a  sadness  in  her 
idnAieBs  that  penetrated  the  heart  of  the  Count- 
ess with  ai^uish.  The  mother-lady  was  constant* 
ly  pictiffi]^  to  her  own  imagination  the  regular 
and  gradual  ruin  of  her  only  and  darling  son — he 
who  had  been  the  pride  of  her  maternal  heart,  the 
joy  of  her  widowhood,  and  the  glory  of  her  expeo^ 
tations.  No  complaint  escaped  her,  but  number- 
less litde  accidental  expressions  betrayed  the  secret 
perturbation  of  her  spirit ;  and  more  than  once  she 


206  CHAPTER  XXXI. 

earnestly  iirged  the  youQg  Countess  to  allow  her 
to  write  to  the  Earl,  and  to  invite  him  to  Elder- 
bower. 

The  first  time  that  the  Dowager  cle^ly  express- 
ed this  wish,  was  one  day  after  dinner.  The  wea- 
ther out  of  doors  was  raw  and  gloomy — an  un- 
usual depression  had  all  the  morning  weighed  up- 
on the  spirits  of  both  the  l^es  ^  and  the  Count- 
ess began  to  distrust  the  power  wHh  which  she 
suf^sed  herself  capable  of  adopting  a  new  frame 
and  coiu*se  of  life,  that  would  one  d|ay.extpi;i|  the 
admiration  qf  her  lord,  and  revive  that  affi^ction 
which  she  had  lost,  not  forfeited.  The  old  lady 
eagerly  urged  her  suit ;  affirming  that,  it  was  im- 
possible her  son  could  have  fallei^  so  entirely  frpm 
the^original  magnanimity  of  bis  nature,  as  to  slight 
an  endeavour  to  recover  hia  esteem,  whu;h  hi^all 
the  energy  of  contrition,  With  the  grandeur  of  vivr 
tue.  ^^  Believe  me.  Lady  Sandyford,^  exclaime4 
the  partial  mother,  ^^  that  if  he  knew  the  d^ptfi 
of  your  sorrow  at  the  misfortune  thaX  has  come 
i:^n  you  both,  there  is  nothii^  within  the  reach 
of  his  power  and  ability,  that  be  would  not  exert 
to  console  you.^ 
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The  Coutotess  burst  into  tears,  and  replied, 
Alas  !  my  dear  motbei',  in  what  is  this  to  end  ? 
I  am  conscious  of  my  innocence.  I  know  that  I 
haveneyer  swerved  from  the  purity  <^  a  wife;  but 
I  have  failed  to  retain  the  affections  of  my  hus- 
band ;  because,  in  the  lightness  of  youth,  and  the 
into&Lcation  of  vanity,  I  was  more  gradfied  with 
the  loquacious  admiration  of  those  whom  I  in  re- 
ality de^ii^ed,  than  with  the  quiet  and  placid  te- 
no^t  of  his  afiection.  My  eyes  are  opened  to  my 
error— -they  have  been  opened  by  the  consequences 
*— vexation  for  my  disregard  may  have  irritated 
him  into  many  of  those  follies  that  both  your  La- 
dyship and  I  deplore,  and  may  have  to  mourn  all 
the  ranainder  of  our  Uves.  But  what  I  now  most 
irtimediately  suffer,  is  the  grief  of  knowing,  that 
while  I  am  here  you  have  the  monitor  of  your  af- 
fliction constantly*  before  you ;  and,  alas !  I  can- 
tiot  go  away  without  giving  some  warranting  to 
the  evil  report  of  the  world.^ 

**  But  why  will  you  not  allow  me  to  tell  George 
the  state  of  your  feelings,  and  leave  it  to  himself i 
to  determine  whether  he  will  come  to  Elderbower 
or  not  ?"" 

n2 
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The  Doirager,  in  sayii^  this,  took  the  Count- 
elm  gentfy  by  the  h^nd,  add&ig,  ^^  Indeed,  mf 
dear  Augusta,  y e^  ate  mrong  in  thk^— you  ate  sa- 
crificing yourself— you  are  distressing  m^ ;  and 
I  fear  you  may  have  eause  to  rue  the  tflbct  on: 
George."** 

Lady  Sandyford  dried  her  eyes,  and  said,  **  Ah', 
I  femr  your  Ladyi^h^  IJiniks  of  him  as  if  he  waft 
iB^  a  boy  !  Tou  are  Ktde  aware  of  the  latent 
Strength  of  his  cfaaifacter ;  nor  was  I,  till  redecting^ 
onmatiy  things  since  I  (csme  to  this  house.  What^ 
ever  his  fiiulis  or  his  caraors  may  be,  meanness  is 
not  one  of  them.  Nodiii^  would  be  so  easy  as  to 
bring  him  h»«,  out  of  compassion ;  but  I  cannot 
beanobject<^coinpasidonto  Aemanllove.  The 
very  tirtue  of  his  generooty  takes  (he  nature  of  a 
vice  towards  me,  and  I  dare  not  appeal  to  it.^ 

She  could  add  no  more — the  tears  ruined  into 
her  eyes;  and  she  wept  so  bitterly  that  the  dd 
lady  became  alarmed,  and  said,  ^  This,  Augusta, 
is  what  t  did  not  look  for  &om  you.  Let  us  drop 
the  subject.  But  I  will  write  to  George;  and 
without  saymg  you  are  with  me,  I  will  inquire  in- 
to the  circumstances,  as  they  may  have  alfected 
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him,  by  which  your  separsticm  has  been  prodnted 
— Hm  erent  c^  which  I  am  totally  unable  at  pre- 
sait  to  fonn  any  prop^  opinion.^ 

In  die  course  of  the  same  afternoon,  the  Dow*, 
ager  irrote  to  the  Earl,  bdieving  he  was  stiU  in 
LiHidon ;  and  while  engaged  with  her  letter,  th^ 
Countess  went  to  her  own  room,  where  Flounce 
was  notaUy  employed  in  distributing  her  L«dy'. 
wardrobe  from  die  trunks.  The  box  which  be^^ 
loBged  to  the  moAer  of  the  oiphan  was  standing 
on  the  floor ;  and  Flounce,  two  (ht  three  times,  be^ 
fcfre  ahe  excited  any  attrition  towards'it,  express* 
ed  her  wonder  about  what  it  could  contain.  At 
last,  however,  she  was  successftd ; — the  eyes  of  the 
Countess  wete  directed  towarcts  die  package ;  and 
her  mind  becoming  disengaged  from  the  passion 
of  her  own  thoughts,  heae  cunosity  wad  awakened 

"  I  think,  Flounce,''  said  her  Ladydiip,  "  we 
diould  examine  that  box,  and  take  an  inventory 
(^what  il  contains  for  the  .poor  infant  The  con« 
tents  cannot  be  Taluable ;  but  th^  may  be  such  as 
to  he^  the  orphan  at  soine  friture  day  to  discoTer 
her  relations.^ 

"  I  dare  s^  they  win,'*  replied  Flounce ;  "and 
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I  have  my  own  reasons  for  thinking  slie  will  be 
£i>und  to  have  com^  of  y^  great  pepplje  in  foreign 
parts.  Does  not  yonr  Ladyship  r^^Uect  what 
delightM  ear-rings  were  in  her  moth^^g  ears?^ 

After  some  discussku;!  respecting  the  means  of  . 
Jiatisfying  this^  as  to  whether  a  hamm^  was  requi- 
tite>  or  the  poker  might  serve,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  assistance  of  the  latter  potentate  should  be 
6tst  summoned,  and  if  unsucceseful>  the  hatnmer 
^ight  then  be  invited  to  take  a  part  in  the  busi- 
;ae8s.  The  poker,  however,  proved,  in  l^  stre- 
nuous hands  of  Fl^mce,  abun4Antly  efFective^— 
|he  lid  of  the  box  was  wrenched  op^n,  and  the 
contents  exposed  to  view. 

The  first  sight  pres^ited  noUiing  remackable. 
It  ccmsisted  of  different  articles  of  female  fiaevy, 
neither  of  a  vary  high,  nor,  as  Floimce  truly  ob- 
served, of  a  very  prime  and  fashionable  quality ; 
but,  on  exj^QiiDg  the  mine,  a  small  casket  wac 
found ;  it  was  sdized  by  ha*  Ladyship,  and  open* 
edinhast^,  wluleFlounce  stood  the figuse  of  won- 
der by  h^  dde.  The  contents,  however,  Mese 
not  of  any  particular  value ;  but  amiM^  them  was 
the  miniature  of  a  gaideman,  which  the  Countesa 
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reoognbed  as  that  of  Mr  Ferrers.  A  letter  was 
ako  feimd  firom  Ferrers,  written  in  such  imper- 
fect Italian  as  mmi  of  fashion  are  in  the  practice 
of  addressing  to  the  virgin  train  of  the  opera  4Uid 
baHet.  It  was  not,  however,  either  of  a  very  amo- 
r&m  or  amiable  kind,  for  it  seemed  to  be  the  dia- 
missal  &om  his  jsrotectioa  of  the  unfortunate  mo-, 
ther. 

The  first  movement  which  the  perusal  produ- 
ced in  die  spirit  of  the  Countess,  was  not  of  the 
most  philanthropic  kind ;  as  for  Flounce,  she  loud- 
Ij  and  vehemently  protested  against  all  ^e  male 
•ect,  as  she  called  diem,  for  a  pack  of  infidel 
wretches. 

After  vaiious  disquisitions  on  this  discovery,  it 
was  agreed,  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  it 
would  be  as  well  for  the  present  to  say  nothing  in 
the  hquse  about  it ;  but  that  Flounce  should  re* 
turn  to  the  Rose  and  Crown,  and  explain  to  die 
lazidlady,  in  confidence,  the  relationship  of  the 
ehild,  and  urge  her  to  take  the  necessary  means 
to  acquaint  the  father  of  Monimia's  situation. 

This  was  a  charming  mission,  ahd  exactly  suit- 
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ed  to  the  ^iusof  Flounee,  who  aocoklingly  went 
off  next  day  by  the  London  coach,  which  passed 
the  gate  t^  Eldeibow^ ;  and  that  the  sa*vant9 
mi^t  not  beirondering  and  guessmg  as  to  th^ 
objects  of  her  journey,  die  prud«i<3y  deemed  it 
expedient  to  infenn  them  th^t  die  was  going  to 
toma  to  bring  some  additi(ms  to  her  Lady''fi  warw 

dxobe. 

The  kndlady  of  the  Rose  and  Crown  receired 
her  with  great  cordiality ;  but  when,  after  many 
solemn  injunctions,  Flocmce  disclosed  the  object  of 
her  visit,  Mrs  Vintage  coolly  said,  she  would  nei- 
ther make  nor  meddle  in  the  matter,  fer  it  was  ru- 
nMmred  that  Mr  Ferrers  had  gambled  away  his 
ifhole  estate,  and  that  Castle  Rooksborough  was 
expected  to  be  sold  immediately,  flounce  was  not 
quite  content  with  the  ccmduct  dT  the  landlady, 
and  returned  by  the  coach  the  same  erening, 
somewhat  in  a  hufiy  humour,  greatly  to  the  sur- 
prise of  idl  the  household  at  Elderbower ;  who,  be- 
ing in  the  practice  of  calculatmg  the  distance,  dis- 
covered  diat  she  could  not  possiUy  have  been  at 
London. 
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FkHmee,  however,  wm  Hot  to  be  ooflfouDded, 
as  die  toM  her  L^dy,  hy  any  tKUspeetStying  peitL 
ttfins ;  ftiid  on  the  firBt  expresmon  of  John  Lun* 
c^eon'^s  surprise  when  he  saw  her  al^t,  she  m- 
fcmxml  him,  tJiat  having*  forgotten  sonethiBg  vary 
pertioisdttr,  she  was  obliged  to  rettnm ;  but  there 
was  a  mystery  and  a  fiorry  in  her  sppearanee  Aift 
John  did  not  much  like,  as  he  did  not  indeed 
much  like  herself,  and  he  made  his  remai^  on  her 
accordingly  to  his  -fellow-servants  in  die  hall ;  the 
effi^of  whitbhadnot^idaicyto  exidt  their  opi«* 
moa  either  of  mistress  or  of  mfud. 

Tk&  whole  affiur,  however,  might  have  soon 
passed  off,  and  a  {dausible  excuse  been  devised  Ibi^ 
not  sending  iFlounce  again  to  town ;  but  the  won- 
der was  conaderaUy  augmented  by  anodier  eqoak 
ly  unaoeountable  Mciterrion  which  she  made  the 
aame  evenmg. 

In  a  laudatory  account  to  her  Lady  of  the  in« 
fiuit — finr  she  had  summoned  the  nurse  and  Moni- 
mia  to  the  Rose  and  Crown — she  deplored  the 
meaniMss  of  its  attire,  dec^ring  thai  it  was  dressed 
in  ^d  larolloping  things  which  had  belonged  to 
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fiiMtt  description,  altx^e^ffir  tmlikdj,  indeed,  frr 
anjr  ohombcnrmand's  »ccidc«tel  progeny.  But  Mrt 
F<^6hcr  iras  s  prudent  womta,  and  die  said  no- 
ting* She^howeyer^fiAadeherewnreiectionfiyand 
drew  nn  inference  that  rivetted  her  antipathy  against 
l2ie  Countess,  an  antipathy  which  had  its  origin  in 
die  great  affection  which  she  bore  her  young  mas- 
ter from  the  first  hour  that  she  dandled  him  in  her 
aorms  when  a  baby.  But  she  did  not  fisdose  her 
suspidons  to  the  Dowag^,  being  determined  to 
find  out  die  whole  affair  before  unnecessarily  oc- 
casioning a  rupture,  whidi  die  anticipated  would 
soon  be  complete  and  final. 

In  this  maimer  the  seeds  of  dktnuA  wefe  car- 
ried into  that  asylum,  where  Lady  Sandy^Ndliad 
hoped  to  prepare  herself  for  appearing  with  re- 
newed advantage  in  the  eyes  <^  her  Lord.  Per- 
haps she  erred  in  coiKsealing  the  discovery  whidi 
Ae  had  made  of  Ferrers^  chiU,  and  the  protection 
whidi  she  had  bestowed  on  the  orphan ;  noris  it 
easy  to  explain  the  feeling  which  influenced  her; 
bat  a  vague  notion  had  occasbnally  floated  across 
her  mmd,  that  the  paragraph  which  involved  her 
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in  80  much  trouble  referred  to  Us  marked  atte»>- 
tions ;  and  it  operated  with  the  effect  of  a  motive 
in  restraining  her  from  eyer  alluding  to  him  in  her 
conversations  with  Uie  Dowager. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 


A  MYSTERY. 


Although  the  Earl  had  got  his  manuscript 
prepa„  jd  for  the  press,  as  we  have  described,  the 
publication  was  delayed  by  the  occurrence  of  a 
disagreeable  incident.  One  morning,  on  reading 
the  county-newspaper,  he  happened  to  observe  the 
advertisement  of  a  sale  by  auction  of  the  fiimiture 
of  Castle  Rooksborough ;  and  among  other  things 
enumerated,  was  a  quantity  of  china,  said  to  have 
been  the  same  which  was  used  by  James  I.  at  his 
accession  to  the  English  crown.  In  the  changes 
of  his  furniture,  his  Lordship  wanted  some  addi- 
tional old  china  to  complete  an  effect  in  one  of  the 
state-apartments ;  and  having  nothing  very  parti- 
cular at  the  time  to  engage  his  attention,,  he  de- 
termined to  attend  the  sale  of  Ferrers'*  effects. 
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Castle  Rooksborough  was,  as  we  have  already 
mentioned,  situated  near  the  Rose  and  Crown, 
aboj^t  thirty  miles  from  Chasdngton-hall.  It  was 
therefore,  on  account  of  the  distance,  in  some  de- 
gree necessary  that  his  Lordship  should  remain 
there  all  night ;  and  being  desirous  that  his  mo- 
ther should  not  hear  of  his  being  so  near  her 
neighbourhood — for  Elderbower  was  but  one  stage 
off — he  resolved  to  go  alone  to  the  sale,  that  he 
might  not  be  known  by  his  servants. 

It  was  late  in  the  evening  vrh&i  he  reached  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  and  nothing  particuhtf  occurred 
that  night.  Next  morning,  before  the  sale,  he 
walked  in  the  paric  of  Castle  Rooksborough ;  and 
although  the  air  was  clear  and  bracing,  and  the. 
Spring  sat  in  every  bower,  crowned  with  her  gayest 
garlands,  there  was  something  in  the  scene  and 
circumstances  which  did  not  altogether  tend  to 
exhilarate  his  spirits.  The  estate  was  dilapidated 
by  a  spendthrift  possessor,  and  ordered  to  be  sold, 
with  all  the  moveables,  by  his  creditors.  It  had 
been  for  ages  in  the  possession  of  the  }m>digal''6  an- 
cestors ;  and  a  general  murmur  prevailed  through- 
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out  the  county  agttnst  tlie  unhappy  man'^s  indis- 
cretions. The  reflections  which  these  things  pro* 
4uee(i  sank  into  the  heart  of  Lord  Sandyfoid,  and 
placed  his  oim  conduct  in  a  mortifying  Ught  be- 
fore 1^/ 

As  he  was  stea;fing  over  the  grounds,  he  fdl  in 
with  a  young  country^rl  carrying  a  ehild.  The 
hrilhant  d«rk  ItaUan  eyeiS  of  the  iikbaat  attracted' 
bis  att^tion ;  add  the  fityle  in  whtdbi  it  was  dreBsed, 
80  much  aboye  the  appeiu*aiice  of  die  nurse,  indu- 
ced him  to  stop  and  speak  to  her.  The  beauty  of 
the  in£fmt  w<m  i^on  his  afS^ons,  and  'his  cu- 
riosity was  excitied  to  leani  how  a  child,  appa* 
veiildy  better  bom,  came  to  be  entrusted  to  so 
yoiing,and aeemkigly  so  isapeoper^ a  nurse.  Tl^ 
girl^  howev^er,  could  give  him  no  satisfiMition.  All 
ihat  she  knew  respeedng  it  was,  that  Afe  had  been 
hired  by  the  landlady  of  the  Rose  and  QK>wn  to 
i$ke  care  of  it  while  it  remained  wiA  Mrs  Peony, 
Fho  was  em^oyed  by  a  grand  lady  to  suckleit.  ' 

There  4^pe«red  to  the  Earl  simie  mystery  in 
this;  and  when  he  had  purdifised  the  lot  of  diina, 
which  he  ordered  to  be  s^it  to  ChattingtoR*hall, 
he  returned  to  the  inn  to  hold  some  conversation 
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with  die  lasdlAdy  on  tibe  sidyect  of  Mi^BJwu,  tot 
the  child  wa9  that  oiphan* 

Mrs  Vintage  of  the  Rose  and  Crown  did  not 
.pvo^e  quite  so  comenuniisative  a$  he  eocpecfeed. 
She  only  dvilly  answered  his  questions^  and  said 
no  more  than  what  a  dun^  response  required. 

^^  Do  you  know  the  par^ts  of  the  child  ?*"  said 
bis  Ijordsbip.  ^*  Th^  must  he  peKfom  q£  some 
comihmi^  I  should  think,  by  the  dress  of  the  fa^ 
fanf* 

^^  As  to  that,  I  <^iHinot  say ;  I  haye  nevefi  s^n 
either  of  them.  The  mother  is  dead ;  and  as  hat 
thefather,  I  can  give  you  no  account  of  hink"" 

^*  Tb«n  who  in  this  iKe^foMrhockl  pays  the 
JM»sef^ 

^^  I  do^^  repUed  Mrs  Vintage. 
.   .  ^  And  how  aro  you  repaid  7"^  said  the  inqidsi- 
tinrepeer. 

,  ^^  I  do  not  AUak  I  am  bound  to  answer  that 
question  to  a  rttangsr,"'  rej^ied  the  prudent  huid- 
lady  of  the  Bose  Md  Grown. 

His  Londship  tediag  that  ^e  was  resohred  not 
to  satisfy  his  curiosity  in  a  direct  manner^  and 
het  guarded  answietsiiaving  only  serr^  to  «iiet  bis 
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inquisiti  veness,  lie  took  aaothet,  and  a  moi«  ingeni- 
ous course  with  her.  He  affected  to  let  the  topic 
drop,  and  began  to. question  her  about  the  neigh* 
bourhood,  and  the  traveU^B  of  rank  who  had  re- 
cently stopped  at  the  hcmse — a  subject  on  which 
the  delighted  to  eiqpatiate.  Among  others,  8h« 
mentioned  the  transit  of  the  unfortunate  Lady 
Sandyford  in  her  father^s  carriage ;.  in  speaking 
<»f  whem  there  was  a.  degree  of  embarrasfiment  in 
her  naanner  that  strongly  excited  his  attention. 

The  sharpness  of  the  Earl's  interrogatories  in- 
oreased  her  confusion ;  and  she  contrived,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  keenness  of  hk  questiofiing,  to  leave 
the  room,  just  at  the  momait  whence  had  led 
him  to  suspect  that  there  was  some  mystery  coo* 
nected  with  the  Countess  and  the  drild>* 

The  agitation  into  whieh  he  wag  durown  l^  this 
conversation,  is  not  to  be  described.  He  almost 
ii»taiitly  ordered  a  post^haise,  and  returned  to 
Chastington-^all,  burning  wcUi  thoughts,  of.  sua- 
picion.  At  the  first  stage  where  he  changed,  he 
met  Servinal,  his  valet,  retumiDg  from  London, 
wh^e  he  had  been  sent  on  some  business ;  he  had 
copue  back  with  the  coach  on  which  Flounce  had 

13 
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ttar^ed  from  Elderbower  on  her  mii^oA  to  Cas- 
tie  Rooksborough,  and  he  heard  of  that  damfieFi 
secret  expedkion-HBhe  herself 'haiFing  uAd  the 
edadunan  that  she  was  La^  Sandyfbrd^s  maid. 

On  seeing  his  master  al^ht,  and  not  heing  aware 
of  the  state  of  his  feelings,  Servinal  informed  his* 
Lordship  of  that  circumstance,  wondering  what 
business  could  have  taken  Flounce  to  the  Rose 
and  Crown.  This  was  c6ni$nnati6n  to  all  his 
Lord^p^s  jealousy ;  and  when  he  resumed  his 
chair  at  mght  in  the  library  of  Ghastington,  his 
veiy  soul  was  boiling  with  indign^cm  against  the 
insolence,  as  he  now  deemed  it,  of  the  message 
which  Sir  Charles  Runnington  hlad  brought  from 
the  Marquis.  Btit  suddenly,  in  the  fury  of  his 
passion,  th6  remembrance  of  the  part  he  had  him- 
self performed  as  a  husband,  came  like  a  blast 
firbm  the  fix>zen  ocean,  and  chilled  his  blobd. 

^The  temper  of  his  feelii^  changed.  The 
Countess,  in  the  youth  and  bloom  of  her  toidal 
charo^s,  rose  in  the  freshness  of  his  early  fond- 
n^s,  and  moved  him  to  sorrow  and  r^norse.  AS 
other  feelings^  were  itbsorbed  in  contrition,  afid'  he 

VOL.  I.  o    " 
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irepft  vfiiik  the  prolude  ttaErs  of  Uone^tikig  chikU 
Iiood.  ' 

In  aoi  inita&t,  h^wevet,  the  pircBcysin  took  an* 
t)thCT  tufB,  fui4-heiredectedoii  tl^  sinceiky  ^h 
whiek  he  had  lord,  tmi  hocv  coldly  his  aTdour 
had  been  met ;  ho^nr  negHgen%  Ub  tastes  and  his 
]ppediUetuHi6  were  r^avded;  and  giving  way  again 
to  the  iB^idse  of  these  xeflecdoissy  he  aeeused  the 
Countess  as  the  xsost  ins^^isible  of  women,*-4he 
most  artful,  perfidious  sed  base, — and,  starting 
from  his.  seat,  rushed  3^»08  ^  room,  with  despe- 
ration m  bis  looks,  and  his  hignds  fiercdiy  clench^ 
ed  snd  upraised.  In  that  moment  the  door  open- 
ed, and  his  mother  enteared^ 

His  smprise  was  inexpressible  at  her  ^pear- 
ance,  and  still  m^e,  when,  in  pressing  him  to 
her  bosom,  and  weeping  on  his  nedc,  she  sMd^ 
^^  Alas !  ray  unhappy  boy>  I  did  not  expect  to 
find^you  in. this  conditi<Hi.'" 

The  venerable  matron,  unable  to;  repress  her 
laoatemal  feelings,  when,  by  accident,  she  heard 
that  he  had  retired  from  London  to  Cfaaatington- 
haH^det^imanedto  visit  him>  NoarcKd  die  Countess 
x)ppose  this  natural  solicitude. 
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When  the  first  reciprocity  <>f  affecrion  wad  orer, 
the  Dowager  took  a  seat  beside  her  son,  and  cahn-* 
ly  remonstrated  against  tlie  seeltition  in  which  he 
bad  too  suddenly  shut  himsdf  up ;  ezpMssing  her 
hope  that  the  breach  betweaa  Iiim  and  hU  wifift 
was  not  irreparable. 

"  What  r  he  exclaimed,  "  can  you  think  me 
able  to  submit  to  the  degradation  o^  respecting  H 
flagrant  adulteress  ?  I  have  sueh  proof.  I  hare 
seen  with  my  own  eyes  the  living  evidenoe  of  her 
guilt — 0,  let  us  speak  of  her  no  mdre,  kt  her  pe* 
ridi  in  the  unproclaimed  infamy  to  which  she  hiis 
sunkr 

The  BoVager  was  thunderstruck,  and  remained 
looking  at  hun,  and  unable  to  speak;  JJut  when  Ms 
agitation  had  in  some  degree  subsided,  she  reco^ 
rer^  her  i^elf-possession,  and  inquired  to  What 
circumstances  and  proo&  of  guilt  he  had  dOiUded^ 
This  led  to  an  account  of  hiir  exclusion,  imd  to 
the  supposed  discovery  he  hiid  mad^  of  Mo^ 
nimia. 

The  old  lady  could  not  credit  ihe  story,  and 
expi^ssed  her  suspidon  of  some  mistidte  on  hitr 
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part,  which  had  the  effect  of  reviving  all  his  in- 
dignant feelings. 

.  "  Mother  !^  he  exclanned,  "  you  do  not  know 
the  woman — ^her  whole  sool  is  engaged  with  no- 
thing but  herself— She  oould  never  see  attention 
shewn  to  any  other,  without  considering  it  as 
something  unjustly  taken  from  herself — ^She  ne- 
ver fek  that  her  interests  and  afiections  were  wed- 
ded to  inine,  but  regarded  them  as  distinct  and 
pro-eminent — ^She  worshipped  no  other  god  but 
herself — ^he  made  me  feel,  from  the  fatal  day  of 
our  marriage,  that  there  was  nothing  mutual  be- 
tween us,  that  I  was  only  subsidiary  to  her — The 
sense  of  that  discovery  drove  me  to  despair;— a 
4f8pair  that  wore  the  mask  of  pleasure  to  the 
world,  while  worse  than  ten  thousand  scorpions 
was  -stinging  me  at  the  heart.     In  all  that  wild 
and  wicked  interval^  she  oalmly  set  herself  out  for 
adulation  4  never  once  <lid  she  look  as  if  she  fek 
any.  apprehension  for  the  issue  of  e  career  that 
she  could  not  but  see  must  terminate  in  ruin — 
Even  in  those  hours  o£  remorse  and  ennui,  when 
one  gentle  wish  from  her  might  have  recalled  me 
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to  myself,  did  ever  any  such  pass  the  cold  mar^ 
Meof  her  lips  ?^ 

"  This  will  not  do,  Geoi^e,''  interposed  the 
Dowager,  with  an  accent  of  entreaty  and  mode- 
ration. "  This  vehemence  of  feel&g  is  not  what 
the  object  deserves,  if  she  is  so  unworthy  as  you 
have  represented  her.  But  calm  yourself;  it  i^ 
possible  there  may  be  some  misunderstanding  or 
misconjecture  in  all  that  you  have  told  me.*" 

"  There  is  neither  conjecture  nor  misunder- 
standing in  what  I  have  felt,''  replied  the  Earl ; 
^^  but  let  u»  drop  the  subject. — I  am  glad  to  see 
you  at  Chastington,  and  I  will  shew  you,  to-mor- 
row, the  improvanents  I  am  making.**^ 

In  this  abrupt  way  his  L<mlship  changed  the 
cc^versation,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes, 
was  almost  as  cheerfiil  with  his  mother  as  if  he 
had  never  given  her  any  reason  to  deplore  his  folly, 
nor  had  any  to  do  so  himself.  But-  determined 
in  his  own  mind  to  nft  die  matter  thoroughly, 
since  it  was  possiUe  there  might  be  aome  mistake,- 
he  wrote  the  same  evening  to  Mr  Vellum,'reque6i* 
ing  Wylie  to  be  sent  to  asast  him  in  the  arrange- 
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m^Bt  of  spme  jdomeetjijs  poncing.  He  ddd  nothu^ 
of  the  business  for  which  he  wished  this  assist* 
%T$ifie;  but  allowed  the  Solicitor  tp  i|iuigi|xe  that  it 
nught  be  with  reference  to  t}ie  papers  and  sug^ 
ge8tion%  which  the  ^s^l^  a  few  poBts  beforo,  hod 
yeceiv^  rdativ^  to  the  state  rf  his  income  and 

The  sil^iation  of  the  Dowager  was  most  em^ 
barrassing.  When  she  parted  fsora  the  Countess, 
she  }i|4  proposed  to  return  on  the  third  d^y,  or 
to  write.  BtH;  with  the  ^isog^^e^hle  news  she  had 
received,  neither  could  property  be  done.  At  die 
6ftm^  Umei  hoiweveT»  saoh  had  been  ti^  fitvoi»rabl9 
light  in  which  her  da^h<exwm4aw  appealed,  dN»% 
die  m<»aent  of  hex  arrival  at  ]glc^rbover,  ^hajt  $he 
"WQoki  not  allow  h^rsdf  to  enl^rtwi  any  thought 
derogatory  from  her  honour,  ^le  ex:pec|ed  thai 
the  Earl  would  have  set  out  the  next  day  to  Ca&r 
tie  Booluboiough  dgain,  to  esKami&e  the  mysteor jr 
"  ^ere  mote  IdBurely ;  but  he  evinced  no  dkrpbsi^ 
lion  to  do  so.  HeineMly  said^  afiier  faroald^i^ 
du^  he  had  written  to  liOndoB  liar  a  youog.gen^ 
^man,  whom  he  thought  might  be  usefid  in 
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of  the  Hose  and  Crown ;  ^  For,^  said  he,  gaily^ 
^^  until  ire  discover  its  parenttigey  we  cm  assign 
it  no  better  sire  and  daxa^ 

But  if  the  amval  of  his  mother  fisturbed  the 
monotony  of  tiie  Barl'^  retioement^  it  warn  an  event 
of  delightful  importance  to  the  domestics  at  Cbav- 
tington^iftll.  Mrs  Valence  exulted  in  die  oppor- 
tunity whidi  it  affinrded  to  her  of  displaying,  be- 
fore so  th(»x>ugh.a  judge  as  her  Ladyship,  with 
what  care^  and  in  what  perfect  beauty  Ae  had 
ipi&Beevtd^r&y  article^  which  had  been  oomnutttd 
ID  her  charge;  nor  was  there  a  servant  in  the 
house  who  had  not  some  youcher  to  produce  of 
fidelityandTigilance.  AEreoeiyed  their  due  meed 
^  dignified  ccmunendation,  and  idl  of  them  roK 
jMed  in  the  greiMiies&  of  thttUi  iew«zd; 

Her  antval  was  also  produotiye  of  other.dieeKw 
fill  consequences  to  the  hoosdiold.  The  ishyneaa 
with  whidi  the  Barl' received  the  visits'  of  t}^' 
Belabouring  gentlemen,  had,  in  a  ^eat  measnrg^ 
flttspended  the  intercourse  that  might  otbenrise 
haveacisei^;  but  the  elderly  matrons  in  their  £i. 
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miCes,  who  had  been  acquainted  with  the  Dowa* 
ger  in  the  time  qf  her  Lord,  on  hearing  that  she 
had  arrived  at  Chastii^gton,  came  flocking  in 
crowds  to  see  her ;  so  that,  for  a  day  or  two,  there 
was  something  like  a  stir  about  the  house. 

The  presence  of  a  Lady  Sandyford  at  the  Hall, 
was,  indeed,  like  the  spring;  it  drew  out  from 
their  winto:  seats,  as  gay  as  tulips  from  thar 
bulbs,  all  the  ladies  in  the  vicinity ;  and  many  a 
sable  son  of  the  church  was  seen  slowly  moving 
towards  the  portal,  as  sleek  and  as  plump  as  the 
snails,  that  the  genial  influence  of  the  season  had 
induced  to  come  abroad.  Among  other  visitors, 
the  Dowager  was  pleased  to  discover,  in  a  little 
•mart  old  man,  in  black  satin  inexpressiUes,  with 
sky-blue  silk  stockings,golden  buckles,a  white  waist- 
coat, and  a  green  coat,  with  his  smirking  face  d^p^ 
perly  set  in  a  trim  white  tie-wig,  Dr  Trefoil,  whom 
she  had  berselfbeen  chiefly  instrumental  in  Inring- 
ing  into  notice  when  a  young  man ;  not,  however, 
so  much  on  account  of  his  professional  abilities^  as 
for.a  certain  dainty  and  pleasing  method  of  treat- 
ing  those  little  irksomenesses  of  the  sex,  that  are 
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often  as  afficting  to  themselves  and  their  friends' 
as  mcnre  serious  diseases.  The  Doctor^  in  his 
youth,  had  been  a  beau ;  indeed,  his  appeaaanOe^ 
bore  incontestible  proofs  of  that  historical  taet ; 
but,  notwithstanding  all  the  pretty  little  compli- 
ments which  he  was  daily  in  the  practice  of  pay- 
ing the  ladies,  he  still  remained  a  bachelor— and 
was  now  determined  to  die,  as  he  said,  a  martyr 
to  his  humanity.  For  it  seems  the  Doctor  had, 
like  many  other  sage  and  learned  personages,  be- 
come a  convert  to  the  Malthusian  heresy,  then 
recently  promulgated,  and  was  alarmed  at  the  ha- 
zard we  run  of  being  elbowed  out  of  the  world,  in 
spiteof  the  fiiculty,  war,  pestilence,  famine,  andsud- 
den  death. 

Scarcely  had  her  old  acquaintance  offered  his 
congratulations  at  seeing  her  Ladyship  look  so 
well,  when,  recollecting  his  delicacy  and  address, 
it  immediately  occurred  to  her  that  he  might  be 
a  fit  person  to  employ  as  an  agent,  in  sifting  the 
mystery  connected  with  the  birth  of  the  child. — 
But  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  revert  to  the 
state  and  situation  of  the  yoimg  Countess,  who, 
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cdtddform  no  just  estimate.  Sliesometimesthoiight 
itwflsbat  the  temporary  resoliitiibii  of  a  fit  of  qpleen; 
but  she  remembered^  urith  a  feelmg  to  ivhich  she 
could  »6mgi£i  no  name,  that  he  had  often  manifest- 
ed a  decision  and  firmness  that  belied  that  cat^-^ 
tes^ess  whidr  she  had  cbnsideted  as  the  strongest 
pecoHarity  of  his  character.  The  event  interest- 
ed her  curiosity  as  well  as- a£feeted  her  sensilnlity; 
and  she  was  glad  irhen  the  Dowager  proposed  to 
Tisit  him  at  ClwAiiigttm. 

'Nothing,  howeVier,  could  exceed  her  chi^rin^ 
when,  instead  6f  the  Return  6f  die  oM  lady  on  the 
diird  day,  according  to  her  promise,  she  received 
a  n6te,  sim jdy  stating  tibat  it  was  Ae  Dowager^s  in^ 
tention  to  remain  some  time  at  the  Hall,  and  widi^' 
out  containing  a  single  word  on  any  other  sulgieet! 
This  was  bven  still  more  mystenousthanthe  sud^ 
*den  alteratbn  in  die  conduct  of  the  Earl,  whfle  it 
seemed  to  spring  from  the  same  cause.  It  griettd 
and  it  vexed  her,  and  aflfectied  her  best  thoii|^ta 
and  cidiiiest  moments  with  mqnietiide  and  da^nd* 
odcy.  She  felt  sometimes  as  if  she  had  been  aban- 
doned to  solitude  and  suffering ;  and  though  ooil^ 
scioua  that  she  had  committed  no  oiipe  to  entail 
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aohimt  a  pimifthimnit,  jrjt^  rCfm&ateA^  to  hm^ 
t^  she  b»d  be^'poch«p«  toa  iiAe  in  ^omidenQg; 
dmt  tbe^preeenFiMaost  of  a  Jumb^n^^A  Jot9  ia.oftc)^ 
tbe  iifie^iH^ciih^  as  it  is  alw«yA  ^ixjipst^^d^Hnte 

dttly  ofawife;    ...  

,  Wliea  ^  Dovngear  bad  Jbe^aabsmtfi^ur  days^ 
a  fierT4iiit  eame&cHn  the  Hall  to  take  somct  addition 
to  hfsr  wardrobe ;  and  from  him  }^,mdf3tftnmp^ 
mistr^sslieard  that  kiwaa  doubtful  inbea  abe^WiOidd 
return.  She  also  learned  that  the  Earl  had  beea 
yifimned  by  his.  jnotfaer  that  she.. was  at  Elder- 
bwen  AU  tbis  i^as  incomprehensiUe,.  aiid  turned 
her  pil^w  into  thorns,  Flounee^  who  si^  befi 
SBsety,  and  fguess^  something,  pf  her  thoughts; 
exerted  her  utmost  powers  of  talk  and  tattle  to. 
amuse  her. without  effect ;  at  last  she  pori^sed  they. 
dpiOttldianiike  an  excnnrioato  see  the  oiq^han.  .^^  lik 
ifi  sBX^  a  beauty,^  said  Flounce— ^^baB.  the  most 
ebanning.  eyes^-^it  will,  do  your  pb(n  hearfc  gfitA 
to  see  the  pretty  dfar*  Besides,. it  is  but. twelve 
wSle9t  off-^-^e  can  go  j^iep^e  in  the  nwm jng>.  and 
wbidc  haipk  to'dsmer  with,  all  the  eaae  in  tibA 
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tpcOTfiKl  dieexbozftfttkNfcof  FloQiioe;  «tidaeoBir£ii|^ 
fy  ii.{mtudm]«e  va8ii>rdered^.«iid  the  Lady,  BJb^ 
tfudad.i^^-bjr  kier  iwtiiig4g8ntle(W£iiniii^.  set  t£ 
to  ^it  the  child  of  the  Rose  and  Cxowni  . 

T&e«der^;the*Gasde^hadlMted  fts^emldayS) 
1llll|:i€.mlK»^aIl  ^oTer  he&x^  ibej  imrimd^  and  the 
BUOudoxL  dxit  up. 

Alto^Mrtwwig  heMdf'fcgMa  ft«r  joajuiiM  mth 
ti»*HifiiBt  M«niiBia>  nrhoae  faeaoty:  certainly  jdidr 
B*l^;iqf]|)Mr  to  hmre  been  esaggsrated  by  Flounce^ 
Isk0ii2ita»tm^vtamf9dkftto  the  G«stkwpadc  ahme^' 
kiraiiBr  Flotmce  to  gosiip  miA  Mn  Peony.  Thd 
diy  vi» '  Yamr]cal4y  fine  iiir.  the  ec^abii^  »d  tibe 
fl^big  ims  m  fall  verdure ;  bat  Aae  was  a  toieni** 
ni^  inrAe^wpodi,  aH  nuaked  &r  theaxe  of  .the 
f^aHje?,4Md4  flikncem  ^Y^naniiewmimnyeTmjik 
window  ^b^Bg  dbfedri'H.tbat  to^cbed  tibe  faeattt-of 
thetpllw^wiiihiiBOKfreisibfe^^  ShewaUui 
td  voimd the  walls,  mi  lookod  for  soB|e4hneat«r 
itaMdiiir  li£«iiriiaMrs^  whiciiy  as.if  iafemed  Aat  tfo 
hMBe^wOiM  b«  loi^  tmteiuMited,  had  4iiai  iKoni^ 
mngtb^E^-to  bnild  thmr nests  in  several  ollte 
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i4nab  tliis  little  ixKident  avakeiieii^  ihe  saM  wgjOk* 
ikmanpftis  Imniedly  aoyosa  tli»  Iawn,'a»dimft0r  a 
small  gate  in  the  gardai-wall,  which  she  had  Ml 
befi»e  noticed.  ■  Hk  figure  iras  fimiSiavitd  iMr ; 
bat'die^isapiftf  of  faifi  ^acey^andidietirtiarvesitiaii 
of  the  Iboughs  of  the  shrubbery^  prevetttedhnv 
from  seeing  him  distincdy.  *  .   ?  ::r(( 

:The»e  waiC  sdmethiiig  in  his.  air  Aidhaste  iriUA 
ftarded  her  v  «nda«eiitiment  ttiore  deMtving  iim 
name  of  interest  than  curiosityy  tod  her  t»  H^— > 
Inm  to  tfae^itewhiohhe  bid  left  crpen.*  On  look- 
ing in,  she  ma  sorpritedatthe  jbeiiaty}  bf  the  gttu 
den,  hdt  hes  eye  ^eedifyseardhedvroinidftit  dia 
stranger  v— he-was^^howefver,  nowkciae'to  he  «eeK* 

"As  she  was  staosdix^iriiththeckMortnfaerhaAd^ 
A»  t)bsen«d  E)  pnfiP  o£amdbe  rise* ftom  behind  ihe* 
famer  of  a  eonsetymumy  /  and  kmnediliteiy  filM/ 
the  atratvgiririiA  front  the  samefilittei,  yndim':fimi 
toLin  his  :haind;  Hia  eppeafianee  ieft  her  in  no 
doubt  thitt  lie  meditatied  a  dei^wa*ate  ^ieed  ttpinti 
himself ;  and  ^pz^empted  1^  the  vremtil^ 
ei^i«hfe  T«iottieni,  *  she*  dar«ed  tfovward  ^andiflbatdKil 
die  we^pen':#rbin  1^  hand.   .Ia..t]ie^f|We«Mmf 
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she  recognized  in  him  Mr  Ferrers,  the  unfiMrtunate 
owner  of  the 'Castle.  He  also  knew  her^  and  ex- 
daimed,  ^'  Graciotts  Heaven ! — ^Lady  Sandy&rd 
herer- 

A  brief  conversation  lG>lIowed.  .  He  dedai^ 
himself  utterly  ruined — ^all  his  fidends  had  deidert- 
ed  hun,  and  he  had  hone  left  but  death — ^no  home 
but  the  grave.  Her  X«adyship  was  excessively 
shocked ;  ^  trembled  from  head  to  foot ;  and 
Still  holding  the  pistol,  implored  him  to  desist  firom 
his  dreadful  intent. 

"  Alas,  madam  T  cried  the  frantic  man,  ^  you 
may  as  well  teH  him  who  is  expiring  of  a  feveri 
not  to' die.  Besptdr  is  my  disease ;  and  I  am  as 
much  its  victim  as  the  lazar  that  pennies  of  ma- 
lady in  ah  hospiiol.  I  have  stooped  to  beg^ry 
'^I  have  scarcely  refrained  from  crime ;  bttt  idl 
has  been  of  no  avtil.  A  curse  is  upon  me,  and 
misery  in  my  blood.  It  is  inhuman,  Lady^  to  hreafc 
thus  upoh  the  secret  hcmrors  of  a'  dying  wretdi« 
Leave  nie-^  leave  tiie.  Lady  Sandyfbtd,  tc^  m^ 
fiite  r-^And  he  mad^  an  ^rt  to  seise  the  pisM 
igaiSL ;  bift  ah^  had  the  presence  of  mind,  thoi^ 
agitiMd  hiqr^iid  the  poiir^  0f  speal!h%«  tophtngb 
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it  into  a  pond,  where  the  gardeners  filled  their  wa- 
tering-pans. 

Ferrers,  on  seeing  this  action,  started  back,  and 
said  in  a  voice  that  was  seemingly  calm,  but  aw^ 
fiilly  emphatic,  "  I  have  heard  or  read,  that, 
sometimes  in  those  black  moments  when  all  chance 
cf  help  deserts  the  hope  and  reason  of  man.  Pro- 
vidence  is  pleased  to  manifest  its  power  and  watchf' 
fiilness — ^Has  it  s^it  you  to  save  me  from  perdi- 
tion ?"— And  in  saying  these  words,  he  knelt  and 
kissed  her  hand  with  the  reverence  and  awe  of 
adoration. 

In  this  crisis,  the  Dowager  Lady  Sandyford, 
leaning  on  the  arm  of  Dr  Trefoil,  entered  the 
garden ;  but,  on  seeing  this  scene,  immediatdy 
withdrew.  The  old  Lady  recognized  her  daugh- 
ter-m-hiw,  and,  without  uttering  a  word,  hurried . 
back  to  her  carriage,  which  stood  at  the  entrance  to 
the  park.  The  Doctor,  who  was  unacquainted  with 
tiie  Countess,  made  sev^al  attempts,  as  they  has-^ 
tened  back,  to  break  the  consternation  of  the  Dow- 
ager,  by  joking  on  their  mal-intrusion ;  but  she 
fearfuQy  silenced  him  by  wildly  shaking  hep  head. 
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Oe  reaejubag  ihe  cami^gf^^  he  handed  her  in, 
and  then  took  a  seat  beside  her. 
.  "  \^e]?e  shjf)}l  we  drive  P''  »eid  the  servant,  as 

b^  «lmt  tih^  4<H^* 

'^  Hojm^  h^^me,  h$me,  to  Chastington.'" 

The  CoijM^t^96,  unconscious  of  the  evil  constnic- 
tiw,  that  was  perhaps  naturally  enough  put  upon 
^  si^ia^^  in  which  she  had  been  discovered^ 
retreated  S^ixi  the  impassioned  latitude  of  Fer^ 
vepff^^and  hfist^ed  badb:  to  the  Bose  and  Crown^ 
wher^ishe  l^aivied,  wijlh  ei^fsme^vsesation,  tbi4  the 
Dowager  Lady  Sandyferd  had  been  th^^  with  « 
gBnttemnwi  an|i^ui%  ii^undDgl^  the^r^ian. 

<'  X  dp  b^ve,"^  sdi4  the  landlady,,  a^  she  eom^ 
mtpica;|ed  this^news,  ^  they  have  come  ftom  CSiafrr 
t»^n  m  purpose,  a^id  I  dai^  i^y  they  will  be 
bfiak  pre$4»i^  k  fot  die  mu^,  mth  yoiut  mauU  ia 
walking  :in  Booksborought^podc  with  the  chiUj 
pjk^^ate  ih^  have  gone  U>  seek  her.  l  happened 
tp^bp  09l^  (^  the  w^y  when  her  La4y^p  amved^ 
and  she  asked,  I  am  told,  very  eameqdl;  to  aa^ 

Wlnle  thi^y  jr^^re  upb^king,  the  nurse,  yn$k 
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JPlounee  t&d  Monimia,  irete  seen  o^iiag  quicldy 
towards  the  inn.  Fkmnce  had  Teoogniaed  die  eit^ 
ijtge andiivevy  firom  a disttnoe,  and imsluusten- 
kig  to  aBcartam  the  caa8ex>f  so  imescpected  a  phe- 
nomenon^.  when  Ae  saw  it  drive  saddeniy' away. 

The  spiiits  of  the  Countess  wieie  e!xhau«ted  by 
the  pafaiful  trial  to  which  her  fe^li^igg  had  been 
mdxjeeted;  a  pretientiment  of  nddbfrtiilib  opL 
fx&Aed  hex  bewt ;'-  and  diBiKg  the  greater  pait 
flf  the  journey  badt  to  Elderbower^  lAe  sfldotti 
cfBchanged  iroidg  with  glottiice>  Tkey  iirwre '  ib- 
jdead  half  wvybefeze  any  th])ig«(^cttflFed  tomoM 
her  frfias  tibe  Dnehmdholy  .abstcaetioB  int^  ^riAiSk 
Ae  bad'i&fleiil  If  hapi^csied,^  however,  that,  on 
i«ttebiii{^  &B  cvofii^roadS)  wh»e  th^  brandi  dun 
led  past  Chiistiiigtcm  diverges,  tiiey  met  the  L6i». 
don  eeaah«  on  die^^ttdside  c^«4iieh,  eet^Mfl  wMl 
dust,  sat  our  hero^  on  his  way  ta  the  HaU. 
.;  *^  As/LBve,''  exekhned  Flomice,  ^^  ii^ieii  be 
Aotc  dot  Duteb  nmt^etaeki^r,  die'Seolch  diMliu^ 
%iBg  away  uim  the  top  of  the^coaeh.'  Wliei^  otA 
he  be  g^^ng  to  wink  and  twinkle^  and  cmitp  Mir 
^i^fiirs,  dtt  he::'«itJce«  the  «ides  «^  ' 

<^  I  wiidt^,""  eaid  the  Coinrtess,  ^^  I  had  stopped 
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t"  .  ' 

him  ;'*^  and  she  added,  with  a  sigh,  ^^  Can  he  be  on 
his  way  to  Chastington  P^  She  then  relapsed  into 
her  melancholy  reflections,  thinking  it  probable  the 
Earl  was  entertaining  company,  and  had  invited 
Andrew  to  amuse  them.  "  In  what,^  thought  she 
to  herself,  ^^  is  this  singular  solitariness  of  mine 
to  end  ?  Can  it  be  possible  that  some  one  has  poi- 
soned the  ear  of  Sandyford,  and  that  \ie  has  con- 
verted his  mother  to  believe  the  suspicion.  That 
vile  paragraph  he  seemed  to  think  true.  Has 
the  author  of  the  malign wt  invention  had  access 
to  him  ?  Can  Sandyford  condemn  me  without,  a 
hearing,  ^thout  proof,  without  investigation  ?--*- 
No  mattery  I  will  droop  my  head  in  secret ;  and 
whatever  may  have  been,  my  fiiults  hitherto— &r 
jdl  that  heartlessness  with  whidi  I  have  been  so 
often  taunted,  perhaps  justly — I  may  yet  die  of  a 
broken  heart.    I  feel  that  I  can.^ 

\yhUe  these  painful  refiecti<ms  were  vibrating 
M  h^  mind)  the  car^riage  arrived  at^Elderbower; 
On  alighting,  she  walked  directly  to  the  Dowi^ 
ger^s  parlour,  where  dinner  was  immediately  serw 
ved  up.  She  felt  h^self,  however,  so  much  ior 
disposed,  that,  instead  of  sitting  down  to  table. 
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she  retired  to  her  own  rocmi,  and  Buxrendered  her- 
self to  the  most  desponding  reflections.  Bred  up  in 
the  preserves  of  dignified  opulence,  she  had  never 
before  iseen  die  anguish  of  mentid  distress  in  any 
undi^^ded  form^  nor  cotdd  she  till  then  compre- 
hend the  horrors  which  ruin' and  poverty  present- 
ed to  ^  mind  of  such  a  feverish  temperiament  as 
that  of  Ferrers.  Her  life,  till  the  occurrences 
^ose  of  which  we  have  been  treating,  had  been 
one  continuM  aeries  Jot  the  most  ordinary  trans- 
actions that  befall  persons  of  her  rank  and  condi- 
tion. She  had  passed  from  the  fondling  embraces 
of  the  nursery^  to  the  measured  and  circumspect 
regulations  of  her  governess,  and  from  these  to  the 
incense  of  puUic  admiration,  imder  the  auspices 
of  her  accomplished  husband.  She  had  never  till 
now  come  into  actual  contact  with  the  world,  nor 
been  once  obliged  to  dr^w  on  those  innate  re- 
sources  whidi  she  possessed  within  herself,  against 
its  malice,  or  thcTicissitudes  of  fortune.  She  had 
heard  of  suffering  and  of  sorrow  ;  had  wept  over 
afflictions  described  in  novels,  and  sighed  over  sor- 
rows deplored  in  poetry ;  but  the  real  nature  of 
either  she  had  never  known ;  and  what  she  felt  for 

13 
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the  dLsttesf  oi  the  x^t^tthed  Ferr^frs^  \"e^  bjs  new 
in  sensadcm  as  it  was  disa^eeable. 

While  she  was  thus  iaduiging  her  feelings,  ft 
messenger  arrived  j&om  Burisland  Afcbey,  her  fa- 
tbei^s-  seat  in  that  neighboinrhoodj  with  a  letter 
feom  the  Martjuis,  in  which  hi»  Lordship  ex- 
pressed  his  regret,  that  she  shenld  hare  exposed 
herself  to  the  mortification  of  being  abandcmed  by 
Ae  Dowager  Lady  Sandyford ;'  hoped  she  wte  in 
good  health;  informed  her  that  his  own  seat, 
Bretonsbeild  Castle,  was  in  readiness  to  receive 
her ;  advised  her  to  remove  thither  imme<&^ly, 
and  to  write  liim  what  she  wished  done ;  for  that 
be  was  obliged  to  return  to  London  on  public  bu- 
siness of  the  utmost  consequence,  the  second  read- 
mg  of  the  County  Prison  BiJl  being.fixed  for  the 
day  following. 

The  mind  and  feelings  of  ihe  Countess  were  so 
much  occupied  ^th  her  own  agitated  reflections, 
that  the  style  bxA  contents  of  thisr  paternal  epistle 
did  a;K>t  at  first  make  any  particidar  impresskn, 
and  she  read  it  as  Hamlet  did  the  words.  She 
saw  the  form^  of  the  alphabet,  the  outlines  of  the 
page ;  she  knew  the  hand-writing,  and  the  sensTd 
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fixated  before  her ;  Imt^rfaen  ahe  kid  tSie  paper 
cm  the  table,  the  whole  was  fergotten,  and  she  re* 
mained  for  some  time  mminatiitg  aaeid  abstracted, 
tiU  a  flood  of  tears  cacnie  to  herrdicfi 

When  the  emotion  cf  weepiiig  had  subsided, 
her  eye  accidentally  ftU  on  her  (athet^s  letter, 
and  she  immediately  took  it  up,  and  read  it  again. 
The  cotdnese  of  the  language  smote  her  heart, 
aad  she  felt  as  if  tke  barb  of  an  icy  arroTr  had 
penetrated  her  bosom^  on  reading  the  expressioa; 
"•  Abandoned  by  the  Dowager.** 

'She  nrng  the  bell  with  an  eager  hand,  imd  or- 
dered the  carriage  to  be  mstantly  ready  for  the 
Abb^.  She  drove  thither  in  a  state  little  short 
of  distraction' ;  but,  on  arriving  at  tihe  gate,  was 
ibftnned^lhat  the  Marquis-  had  three  hours  before 
set  off  for  London.  She  had  still  his  letter  in 
her  hand,  and  her  first  thought  was  to  proceed 
immediately  to  Chastington ;  but,  changing  her 
determination,  she  unfortunately  went  on  through 
the  park  to  the  Abbey,  where  she  alighted,  and 
requested  that  one  of  the  servants  might  immedi- 
ately prepare  to  go  to  the  Hall  for  her,  on  busi- 
'  n^ss  of  the  utaiost  consequence.    Having  ^ven 
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these  orders,  slie  wrote  a  note  to  the  Dowager,  in- 
closing the  Marquis'^s  letter,  and  dimply  request^ 
ing  an  explanation  of  its  contents. 

The  groom  was  in  readiness  with  his  horse  at 
the  door,  almost  as  soon  as  this  brief  note  was 
sealed,  and  he  instantly  set  off.    He  reached  the 
Hall  while  the  Dowager  was  dressing*  for  dinner, 
after  her  return  &om  the  excursion  with  the  Doc- 
tor, and  the  note  was  delivered  to  her  in  her  own 
room.     She  read  it  hastily,  and  also  that  of  the 
Marquis^  and  immediately  folding  th^n  up  in  the 
agitation  of  the  moment,  and  with  a  trembling 
hand,  she  wrote  two  lines,  simply  saying,  ^t  the 
occasion  of  Lady  Saiidyford*s  visit  to  Castle  Rooks- 
borough,  and  her  clandestine  interview  with  Mr 
Ferrers  in  the  garden  there,  would  sufficiently 
explain  the  reason  q£  her  abandonment. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


OUTSIDE  TEATELXING. 


Near  the  great  gate  that  led  to  Cbastii^^ii- 
haU  stood  a  small  puUie-hottse— the  Sa&dy&rd 
Arms ;  it  was  about  a  qoartcr  of  a  i^joQe  firom  the 
village,  and  had  htm  established  chiefly  for  the 
accomxnodation  of  the  senrants  of  yisitois,  and 
of  the  labomers  employed  in  the  .^unds.  At 
this  bouse  the  London  coaches  were  in  the  pracr 
tice  of  stopjnng  to  deUver  letters  or  parcels,  as 
thecaseha|q[^enedtobe}  but  in  the  opinion  of  the 
paaacngers,  to  enable  the  drivers  to  r^ale  themr 
selves  in  the  mommg  with  a  gkss  of  nun  and 
nulk,  and  in  the  evening  with  a  draught  of  ak. 

VOL.  II.  A 
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Here  our  hero,  in  due  time,  after  passing  the 
Countess,  was  set  down  fix)m  the  top  of  a  coach 
which  left  London  the  preceding  day,  but  so  co- 
vered with  ^&gss^  tli«trttv£^^rMtfiS9engffF  rf  the 
»sister  isle  declared  that  if  he  was  a  potato  he 
might  grow  without  ^y  other  planting. 

Andrew,  on  alightmg,  inrocured  materials  for 
washing,  and  changed  his  dress  ;  and  as  Mrs 
Tapper,  the  landlad)",  tr^M  ^eeable  talkative 
matron,  he  bespoke  a  bed,  conditionally  however. 
"  I  would  like  vera  weieT,  misttess,  to  bide  wi'  you,*" 
said  he ;  ^^  and  maybe  I  may  do  sae,  so  ye'll  hae 
the  considefatbtieiss  to  keep  it  bed,  at  least  till  T 
tome  back  fromlhe  Hall ;  but  if  I  shouldna  hap- 
p^  to  froflie  batk  betbre  t#elv(e  oVlock  at  night,  or 
sacj'jfe  fe^edtfa  fect>ecltie:'' 

'The  ttutS  W4s,  that  hfe  IxAiHted  6tt  Ibeing  invi- 
ted tb  take  tip  hiB  sfbod^^t  iStd  fiall ;  bi:a  hi  case 
of  ffisappointmeW,  took  tllis  Ittethod  of  having 
toother  string  to  his  bow. 

Whtett  Ire  had  6tjuipped  hiin&df  In  the  Wotited 
style  in  which'he  >i(ras  in  th^  pi*ii6tl<ie  of  ^vtfeiiig 
at  Sandyfiyf  d-htmse  ih  l«oiid6n,  he  proceed^  up 
the  grand  avenue  tb  thig  t^nal  bf  tfa6  Hctelisidn. 
But  as  he  approached  nearer  and  nearer,  and  the 


sptdcms  and  ric%  adoniedfrcmt,  wiA  1^^^^ 
roos ^gilded  spires^  piimadies^,  and  domes  dilated 
in  his  view,  his  wonted  confidence  began  to  fail) 
and  he  experienced  a  feeling  of  diffidence  that  had 
^ver  to  an  equal  degree  a^Gscted  him  before.  He 
wondered  what  could  be  the  matter  with  hiibself, 
confiidoring  how  intimately  acquainted  he  was  with 
the  Earl.  In  a  word,  he  felt  as  abashed  and  out 
<^^8CM?ts,  as  a  young  nobleman  does  in  going  to 
eoorjt  for  the  first  time,  although  assured  of  a  gra- 
dous  reception,  both  from  his  personal  knowledge 
^  the  monarch,  avd  acquaintam^e  with  the  prind- 
pel-attendants. 

When  he  reached  the  portal,  the  gafe  was  op^ 
and  the  porter  was  absent,  so  that  he  entered  in 
ifuest  of  a  door  to  knock  at,  or  a  bell  to  ring ;  but 
tefoie  he  had  advanced  .many  paces,  the  pcHrter 
came  te  him,  (an  old  corpulent,  andsomewhat  te^ 
•as  imU'Ss  ^ptcnd  personage)  imd  gruffly  in^piired 
what  he  wanted. 

^^  I  am  come  frae  London,^  Pej^ed  Andrew, 
vtiUander  the  repressive  influence  of  the  genius 
of  that  magnificent  mansion,  ^^^m  business  wi'my 
Lord.^ 

fetfi;  Satm,  the  porter,  surveyed  him  from 
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head  to  foot,  aiul  thought  there  was  not  much  of 
the  anrogsnoe  of  a  gentleman  in  his  look  or  garb ; 
and  bis  &ce  had  the  tinge  of  a  rustic  exposure  to 
the  weather— the  effect  of  his  outside  travelling. 

^^  My  Lord  is,  out,  young  man,  o-riding,  and  it 
will  be  some  time  before  he  returns ;  you  may 
therefore  stepinta  the  servants^-hall  and  rest  your* 
self.  The]:e  is  plenty  ofgood  ale  for  all  strangers.'!' 
.  This  was  said  in  a  mpre  civil  tone  I^.  Baton,  in 
consequence  4^f  the  humility  of  Andrew's  a^ar- 
ance. 

Our  hero,  howler,  did  not  acc^  of  the  hos- 
pitable recommendation,  but  replied,  ^^  I'm  vera 
;nudi  oUiged  to  you ;  but  TU  ju;8t  dauner  about 
in  the.  poUcy  till  die  £i»rl  comes  in,  as  my  con- 
<?em>  wi'  himsd."! 

At  this  crisis,  hpwei^r,  his  Lordship  rode  into 
the  C^urt,  and  instantly  recognized  him  wiA  all 

his  usual  jocularity,  wldch  sent  hmest  Peter  Ba- 
ton to  his  post  grumbling,  wondering  who  the  de- 
vil that  queer  chap  could  be,  and  ooQcluding  in 
his  own  nund  that  he  must  be  some  apprentice  to 
one  of  the  Jew  money-lendei^s,  for  whom  the  woods 
were  so  rapidly  thinning. 
The  moment  that  Andrew  was  in  the  presence 
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of  the  master,  his  haUtual  ease  xetonted ;  and  in 
going  into  the  Ubrary  widi  the  Earl,  {(ave  his 
Lordship  such  a  description  of  his  adventuves  in 
the  journey  from  town,  as  efifectulally  cleared,  as 
the  Earl  himself  expressed  it,  the  dockweed  fit)m 
his  stagnant  thoughts. 

"  If  your  Lordship,*'  said  Andrew,  **  has  never 
travelled  on  the  tap  o'  a  coach  by  night,  I  would- 
na  advise  you  to  try^t ;  for  although  I  cannily 
placed  myself  between  an  Irishman  and  an  auld 
wife,  in  the  hope  diat  the  tane  would  keep  me 
awake  by  his  claveifs,  and  the  other  hy  her  datter, 
and  so  save  me  firae  couping  acff,  a*  wa^  naething, 
even  wf  my  own  terrors  fiee  gratis^  to  baud  me  firae 
nodding  as  if  my^  head  had  been-  an  ill>s^^  on 
button ;  and  the  warst  o^  a^  was,  the  deevil  (f  an 
Irishman,  though  he  was  sitting  on  the  very  lip  o^ 
the  roof,  he  had  nae  mercy,  but  fell  adeep  as 
sound  as  a  tap,  th^  moment  his  tcM&gue  lay,  and 
was  every  tiOo'and  then  getting  up  wi'  a  great 
flaught  of  his  arms,  like  a  goose  wT  its  wings 
jumping  up  a  stair,  alarming  us  a''  as  if  he  was  in 
the  act  o'  tumbling  down  aiseath  the  wheels.  And 
thM  the  carlin^  she  grippt  wT  me  like  grim  death , 
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at  exetyj&g^Ahe  coaclx  gied;  so  that  i^  hyony 
mischance,  she  had  been  shoog^ed  bS,  whar  wcmld 
I  haebeen  then  £  '  It^s  reaUy,  my^  Loid<,  an  awfu* 
thing  to  travel  hy  night  bn  the  tap  o^  a  coach.^ 

"  True,  Wylie ;  but  why  did  not  ye  take  the 
inside  P'^  said  the  Earl. 

Andrew  did  not  choose  to  confess  the  real  sa- 
ving cause)  conffldenng  the  liberal  proviidon  las 
LordsMp-had  procure  for  him ;  but,  evading  the 
question,  i^Hed^  ^^  It^s  no  every  ^^ne,  my  Lord, 
that  oan  thole  the  inside  d^  a  coach,  especially  flie 
foreseat  that  draws  backward.^ 

'^  Ay ;  but  what  prevented  you  from  takii^ 
the  other  F^  ctied'hiB  LOTdship,  who  con^ectly 
guessed  the  true  iieasdn  of  the  pref^ence  for  the 
outside. 

"  Ye  may  weel  s^y  that,  my  Lord ;  but  I  thought 
the  xmtcdde  would  hae  been^  vera  pleasant ;  and^ 
indeed,  naething  eould  be  mair  sae,  as  we  cai^ie 
trindling  along  hi  the  dewy  eye  o^  the  morning, 
sroefling  the  caller  air  &ae  the  blithesome  trees 
and  hedges,  a*  buddt  in  their  ne#  deeding,  like 
lads  and  lasses  dressed  for  a  bridal.^ 

^*  Poietical,  by  afl  thaf  s  marveHoiis  T  exclaim^ 
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ed  ijne  £«rjl  f^t  thif  isflly: ;  ^^  dl»m  is  no  exlum^i^ 
ing  the  incomprehensible  treasury  of  thy  accoHt- 
pUsbmentSt  Sidney  and  Cnchton  were  as  die 
million  compared  to  thee^"^ 

Andrew  assumed  an  extremely  well  feigned 
seriousness,  and  replied,  ^^  I  ken  your  Lordship'a 
jokfpg  way;  but  whatever  may  I^^pen,  I  trust 
and  hope  I'U  ne'er  be  ony  sic  thing.,  Poeticak^ 
i^y  Lord,  are  like  heather  flourishes — a  pr^fitl^s^ 
l^oom-^fared  iij  the  barren  misery  o^  yocks  and 
moodan's* — ^Na,  nf  ,  my  Lordt  I'm  like  the  piper's 
ca^9^exn£^t^  pipklo pea^strae,  and  s^ll  your  wind 
for  siller^  <  That'^s  ^^  precept  I  prea^ ;  md  I 
wadna,  my  Lord,  after  miy  journeyi  .bp  the  ^aiur 
o' a  bit  fodder  just  noo," 

Jaixd  Sandyford  was  not  altogether  d^^ived 
by  this  whimsical  speech ;  but  he  rang  the  bell,, 
.a^d  opc^TGi  in  some  refireshment.  "  My  mo- 
tber^'?  said  h|^  f^  is  with  me  at  -pt^smU.  and  we 
must  wait  .dioui^  for  her.  By  the  w^,.as  she's 
on^  ^  the  old  school^  you  must  be  a  littlei  on 
your  p  and  q's.^ 

"  Unless/'  riqjlied  Apdrcw,  *^.rfie^s  greatjy  out 
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6'  the  commoa^'  Idare  say  111  be  $Me  to  {Ht  up 
wither.'' 

^^  That  I  doxA  doiibt ;  but  perhaps  she  may 
not  be  disposed  to  put  up  with  you.  Ladies  of 
a  certain  age^  you  know,  will  have  their  owi^ 
way.** 

^^  Ay,  my  Lord,  le^iiea  o'  a^  ages<  wovli  fain 
hae  theor  ain  way,  an  we  woudd  let  them.  How»* 
ever^  I. dare  say  die  auM  Countess  is  nae  sic  a 
camstrarie  commoditie  as  maybe  ]re  think:  If  F 
ance  get  her  to  lau^  wi^  me,  111  maybe  gar  her 
do  manr-^^^  the.yoiuig  Ledc^,  that  was  aye  as 
mim  aa  a  Mayfoddodr  to  a^  the  lave  o^muikind, 
made  me»  ye  ken,,  ju^  a  pet.^   / 

The  Earfs  countenaBoe  changed;  and  rising 
from  the  S0&,  mto  which  he  had  carelessly 
thrown  himself,  wa&e<f  sereral  times  in  silence 
across  the  room.  Our  hero  observed  hir  ^notion, 
and  senssble  of  having  gone  too  far  to  retreat^ 
added,  '^^  Grati^de,^  my  Lord,  has  tied  up  'my 
fortune  wi^  your^  favour,  and  you  maun  dUow  ine 
to  speak  o^  her  I.eddyship  as  I  fisel.-  She^s  a  wo*^ 
man  o'  a  pqwerftf  capaetty,  but  needs  wsMngP 
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.  His  Lordibip  stopped)  sod^  ld&Uiogld$  lUKms, 
lodged  sternly  on  Andrew. 
..  f'-Tm  00  {^"^en  to  gamMing,  my  Loitf ;  t>ut  I 
iMold^^  died  omr  Imto^  ^  wagor  «  boddle  to  a  ba^ 
boe,  thatf  aUboiij^  your  'Lorddup^  aye  im  Ac 
right,  my  Leddy^s  no  £ir  wrang.^ 

T)m8  upset  die  SarFs  austerty  ecMbiphtely,  and 
tuvra^  on  his  hsAfhet  faraghii^^  said,  ^  Then 
yo^^thialc  me,  Wylte,  kmewhat  (^a-pieortaiaciocM 
dsn<;ter---*too  stilet  with  my  vife.^    ^ 

>^  Just  so,  my  LorcU-I  think  ye  w«re  overly 
striet  in  tildng  "yoitf  ain  way,  without  r^eettng 
hciw  it  might  tMc  her.  Nae  doubt  your  Lord- 
dnpwaa  in  the  right^-^ye  wwe  privileged  to  do 
sor  Bat  what  I'WooUl  uphold  on  behalf  of  the 
abs^t  Leddy,  poor  W(^an^  is^  that  she  was  nae 
fti  wrai^,  since  ye  did  sae,  to  tak  ^^  wee  jookie 
hap  ^«ia  ga^  loo*  My  Lcond,  ytm  and  her  maun 
grcss.'?    ' 

.«( Impeaaible,  impossible,  Wflie  !^^  exclaimed 
the  Ead^  not  displeased  at  the  advocacy  which 
our  hero  seenud  dii^cwed  to  "plead  in^  behalf  (tf 
die  Countess.    And  he  then  explained  to  him 
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the  myrt^ry  of  the  cbaid,  and  thait  Bs  oibjeH  in 
sending  for  faun  was  tfaatbe  nugfat  assist  in' aseer* 
tainiiigSiefSBt^tflrandcbcuinstftnces;  t^drenr  lis- 
tened wiA  na  ineonsideraUe  dqprterof  aisiaBBt 
ment.  He,  libwever,  allQiwed  no  rematk  terascape ; 
but  thought  that  there- m%kl  be  sdme  mistakd  in 
the*  statement^  or  SDme*  error  in  tae  conception! 

When  hia  L6rd8hip;  tkmduded,-4£>r.  hetpolae 
with  a^hiatbi^  «id  wiA  miich  e^esgf  «f  ft^ng^*^ 
our  hero  said,  ifiih  im^ifiSBCted  aineexi^,  ^^  My. 
b^t  serviees  are  at  the  «)[»ffinAndof  yom  L<^-- 
ship.  It  b  nty  duty  to  aenre  you*-^t  is  my  $n^ 
terest,  my  Ijoard-^^-^nd  that  i^  the  ^liiieit  ip^ay  I 
ean  tak  to  assure  your  Lovdship,  lliat  IH  do  ^ 
paart  of  tux  honest  ioan,  «nAa true  Beahrant.  But, 
my  Lordy  lU^nathar  bae  eeUeague  Binf  partioner. 
Your  Lordshif  ^8  Leddy-Baoth«*>  aad  the  Doetoir, 
who  haTe'g(»ie  to  the  intis,  maybeodbi  a  bftuUe- 
Hrd  in  the  air,  or  a  y^d  taed  on  the  brae;  and 
liwak  they  hae  catched  a  fish,  and  th^  may  eotdh 
a  right  fidi  too.  .Yell  let  me,  however,  my  ^&oBdy 
cast  my  ain  tackle  in  the  water,  siiyiag  naediliig 
to  them  till  we  compare  the  upshot.^ 

Before  the  Earl  could  reply,  the  earriage>^i^itlK 
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^ JDc^et^  wAibe  Dotwige^  in»  h^vA  m  the 
OMirt;  iiFifl  ^F^  ^ttlft  iTMFf  lib  an  n  imiiytt  aftpTM  hflf 
Tj^dythroi  Vi^'n^rfr  on  hig  ansu  Aoitetcd  jnd  dso 
prefiged,  entered  tlie  Ubnuy. 

An4;r?w  penned  tbait  thqr  ^  WH^,^  he 
Mitifiiniited«.ditbffr'a  baukieJsida  ot  s  veiBd  tead* 
and  faroui^  U.fa<iii^£br«fi^hj;  VP^lieMid  bq^ 
lluqg.  The  Bowjgfi^  oa  obgerving  a  strange  in 
the;  xoaom  iauaedutteihr  Tfiir^^  fbfloved  bnr  the 
Gad.  The^iiiomw^  thqf  weie  gon^  and  the  doov 
ahut^  CHIT  hevi^  4dlfidrup  t»  the.]i|t]^.pd]n.phy^ 
Wip  and  vithpul  pesfiu^  aaid  at  oiice  to  himt 
^^  Nof^  8k>  what  bie je  |p>t  fagc  ifm  gpiwVB  ^^ 
randr 

Dv-Txefoil  .fi|w^te^  4^(hmty  and  bendiitt.ibr- 
wii4i  laoked  a^  ili  he  .eyaminffd  seme  xeptH^,  of 
iihidi  hf)  ^«a«  a$»i4-  Pe  thj^  i^aaw^  ¥&  Fwt- 
^  eiect  and  precise  air,  aajprn^/^  Maj^jlpaaavme 
to>adii^iQfiIhapre  the  hanoo^^  toaflcbea^^  and 
to  ^ifa^  you  allude  ?^  : 

;« fkn^'ffy,  who«^  qwck  insight  of  chaijacteic  wi^ 
qHPKinistilife,.89jv  4;h^  s^ilitsiiffifiency;  <^  the  Doctor 
and  di^^iwned  to  take  the  .^[qpec  hand  of  ldm% 
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—I  dimia  tfaiak  tbiere^s  mickle  honour  in%— -^d 
what  I  wiw  asking  anent,  U  t]ie  affior  of  my  Loid 
imd  my  Leddy,  tliat  ye  hte  beoi  thrasbing  the 
water,  and  raising  beds  about;" 
'  ^^  I  do. not  midesstttid  you^  idr,^jBaid  the  Doc- 
tor, somesrhat  omlbunded.  *^  But  tf  you  mean 
what  has  heen  the  resvilt  of  my  joum^  whii4k^ 
Counifcess-Dowager  to  Casde  RooksSioioughy  J  te^ 
gret'to  say,  that  it  has-been  attatded  «^t!i  tooiil 
unhappy  ei&cts.  Her  Ladyship  and  I  faspp^ed 
to  strbB  into  the  garden,  where  we  dkecfvered 
the  uiiifortmiate  Lady  Augusta  %>a^^le,^-*43|(  she 
can  no  longar  novr  be  c^edlhe  Ceuhtess  of  San<^ 
dyferd        ^ 

M  Hoot,  toot,  tQoi,Doctorr  nosaefist^  no'aae 
fast^''  mterttqptcd  Andrew.  *^- What  did  ye  see  F"^ 

^^  We  saw  her  atid  i&t  Ferrers  in  a  m^st  un- 
pleasant  atUatitm.'?^ 

^^  Noo,  Dr  5"r^a^''  replied  Andrew,  «*  buir 
that  I  ken  ye'ie  mistaken,  I  could  wagi^^  as  sufe 
aa  01^  thing,  that  there^s  a  wee  jspieerie  cfTH^no 
say  what^in.  iJuit— ^  Doct^  it  wx>uld  -hae  been* 
mair  to  the  purpose,  had  ye  be^i  kiming  dro^ 
(the^plstle' and  mortar  myott^  ainidiop^  iban* 
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gdhgiting  .fT»0^  Dan  to  UmaMba  viA  mt  wXi 

o'  your  mi^hoQ3»S^ 

'^  Sir,  your  languflge  dud  ktlEiimadboft  tfein* 
ftuli^g,''  cmd^he  Doglor^reddenfaig  Into  valour. 

^^  i)r  Trefbil^  TU  tdl  you  softiethiiig  tlMl  yell 
ma/be  no  be  31  j^eatad  to  leam.  Tm  no  a  game* 
eo^.  '1^  deadlieat  weapotf  tbat  I  ever  handle  is 
a  doctor^s  botde ;  so  that  your  wbi^lng  aadboun** 
€s6g  are  Imtb'  ffl^w«r't  oa  me.  .  Keep  yomr  tern* 
^f  Doctei^ ;  keep  yMr  umper,  or  ye  may  loser 
yout  appedle  fi^  my  LorA'^s  iBaner.  Howsevery 
I  foi^e  you  for  this  bit  ffpouk  of  your  bravery/ 
and  i  doubt  not  but  we  shall  by  and  by  beooulhy 
S^^i  tfedn^ire  ^  SSk4a  tva  pofait8»«Hliat'8 
oeHalte  lU  ^mT^  aBew  i^  fbysiGs  hama  ai» 
abenduabht  m^i  miA  |o«e  (iett^^evieteaGe  Aan 
yotff  sev^^eenaeB^  niy  ma(D,  maufif  be&rtl^ifflMBg, 
heSm'l  iMitt^'^ui  »t^  oM^e  t^a  gbosts  that 
^etf  iiid  th^  )poo^  IMddsa  11^  L^  aitW  at 
Castle  Rookri)oroiie^.^ 

^^  3ho6ts  r  cri^  the  Doctor^  utterly  amased 
at  i^  seif-possession.  of  his  companioti.     . 

^  Ay<i  ^sta.  Doctor ;  andTm  thmki&g  ih&f 
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haa  bwa  iimr  o?  y<mr  ais  pttkn^,  they  bae  gi^en 
you  si€  a  dreadfii^  fear.  WJiat  c&l  th^  say  to  yo«» 
and  wbit  said  ye  to  them  P*^ 
.  ^^  Sir,  yoii  i^^ny  o^ldi  aataniah  ]tie*^-^xceediiig. 
ly.  LlaiQfir  not  that  I^nvr  met  ya^  any  thing 
tikeijiifl.  S^^ ^  C«ttiiite$0f I^ilger Imew. L4Kly 
Simdyfind  at  the  ftn^  ai^it,  and  I  could  he  in  no 
mistake  'With  respect  to  Mr  F^rers,  whom  I  havie 
kiM^wnfirom  hia  cbildhoedr'' 

''  A'  duit  n^y  be  tsiie,  Ik  Tiem.  Fll  m 
dilute  that  the  CowleaB^Dowagilr  was  aide  to 
ken  h^  gude^dodbter,  and  that  ye  can  dec^^fhev 
the  diffietraaoa  betweea  Mr  FeiBera  wd  a  bramUe* 
bush.  But)  Doctor,  what  did  ye  see? — ^that^  the 
point«*«a  gmtlfmapi  and  a  kddy  in  a  garden  j^<^ 
iag  U^  ton  a  posay*  O  Doctc^,  Doctcar,  ye 
maun  be  an  iUnleedy  body  yourady^^^r  ye  wouUna 
think  aae  ill  o^  atdhnta.  What,  noo^  was  you  and 
the  auld  leddy  aftar,  whoi  ye  w^re  linking  apod 
dinkijag  aae  cagfty  wi'  ane  m^hm  in  hides  and 
comers?-— 

'  Davy  chaset  me  through  the  pease. 
And  in  amang  the  cherry-trees.' 
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Ah,  Doctor,  Doctor,  ye  deevflr— Vow  but  ye^re 
aDmntyDavy.^ 

The  maimer  in  which  thb  was  said  and  sang 
overpowered  the  Doctor,  and,  in  gpite  of  himself, 
he  was  compelled  to  laugh.  In  ibe  same  moment 
the  bell  of  the  pxHal  snttpasoiied:  them  to  dinner. 


16  CHAPTEH  ll#  ^ 


CHAPTER  IL 


,  COKVEESATIOK. 


Akbbew  and  the.  Doctor^  on  reaching  tb^  d^ 
ning-rooniy  found  the  Earl  and  his  mother  akeaAy 
there.  The  Dovager  was  somewhat  irarprBCHi  at 
the  uncouth  i^pearance  of  Andrew ;  and  hii^  Lord- 
ship was  evident!^  amused  at  the  look  with  which 
she  inspected,  him.  At  firsts  and  tot  some  time^ 
the  (Conversation  was  vague  and  general ;  but  the 
Earl  saw  diat  Andrew  was  studiously  cultivating 
the  good  graces  of  the  old  Lady;  and  that  allliough 
every  now  and  thea  she  looked  at  him  stately  and 
askance,  occasion^y  both  his  manners  and  Ian* 
guage  deranged  the  settled  seriousness  of  her  fea» 
tures  into  a  sndle. 

When  the  desert  was  placed  on  the  tableland 
the  servants  had  retixed>  our  hero  opened  his  bat- 
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tcry,  by  saying  to  the  Earl, "  What  do  you  think 
your  Leddy  mother  here,  and  my  new  fnend  the 
dainty  Doctor  there,  hae  beai  about,  my  Lord  ?'^ 

Her  Ladyship  was  in  the  act  of  holding  her 
glass  while  the  Doctor  poured  afitde  wine  into  it ; 
but  at  the  nondialance  of  thn  address  she  with- 
drew her  hand,  and  erected  herself  into  the  states 
liest  ^tch  of  dignity ;  and  the  phyncian  setting 
down  the  decantcar,  his  tadc  xmperformed,  looked 
across  %e  Mik  &  unspeafcaUe  amaBement.  His 
Lordriiip  siiafled^  and  replied, "  Why,  WyKe,  how 
should  I  know  i^  I  dare  say  somelimig  th^  don> 
Kke  to  hear  of,  if  I  maiy  judge  by  iKiir  looks.^ 

**  Wed,  rn  tdlyAu,'*  testoasd  Art&ew.  ^*  »ow, 
my  Eeddy,  yema^  ju^  conipose  yoursel  \  fyt  it^s 
Tem  proper  his  LcAKtA^tiiouldliear  how  you  and 
die  Doctor  were  jiayUg  at  Dteon  and  liiillis 
am^ag  the  grbTcs  and  bowers.-^They  think,  my 
Lm4,  thaif  tiiey'saw  your  Leddy  gribitting  w?  a 

**  Mbnstftr  i'^'  exdaimed  the  DK^wliger^  Haming^ 
with  indignatimi. 

The*  Doctor  #te  ^anfostrock.    ^ ' 
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"  Whishl^  whisht,  my  LecWy^  cried  Andrew, 
slyly ;  "  if  you  will  be  poking  at  a  business  of 
this  kind>  ye  maw  jus^  iAadethe  coiisoquences. 
But  I  would  s»k  yfhai  greater  harm  could*there  be 
in  the  Couutess  waUdng  in  a  jgard^  with  a  we£U 
bred  gentleman,  than  in  your  Ladyship  doing  th)t 
same  with  that  bit  body  o'  a  Doctor  ?^ 

The  Earl  peix^ivxng  the  tuxn  that  the  conversaf 
ticm  was  taking  and  knowing  from  Andrew's  maor 
ner.  that  tlie  tnUh  would  be  served  up  without  any 
disguise,  be  was  uBeaiy  i«d  diaconcBrte^  and  aK 
most  wished  th^  t^e  topic  ^as  changed  But  an^ 
xious  at  the  same  time  to  learn  the  whole  circ\un-» 
stances^  (uad  curious,  to  know  the  point  of  li^t^in 
wfaich.it  st3ruf:k  our  Im^  he  remained,  as  it  w^e^ 
seemingly  absent  and  inattentive,  making  a  Niobe'^a 
face  of  an  orai^;^  and  squeezing  it,  '^  all  tears,^^ 
into  his  glass.       „ 

Andrew  ccmtinued,*-^^^  I  have  always  heard> 
Leddy  Sandyford,  that  ye  were  a  wise  and  a  seu- 
sible  woman ;  but  I  would  ask  you  a  ^piestion  >-^ 
Granted  noo  that  ye  did  see  a  decent  wom^^n  like 
the  Countess,— ^but  lik^^s  fsa  ill  markr— ^^  it  no 
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hae  been  mair  to  the  purpose  to  hae  made  sure,  in 
the  first  place,  that  it  was  really  her  ?  and  in  the 
second,  to  have  inquired  at  hersdf  on  the  sg^ot 
what  she  was  doing  there  ?  Na;  my  L*eddy,  this 
is  a  serious  concern,  and  the  truth  must  be  borne 
wi**;  to  come  away  without  searching  it  to  the 
botliom^  wasna  according  to  your  wonted  discre- 
tion ;  and  if  ye  hadna  been  inoculated  wi'  a  ba^ 
opinion  of  your  good-dochter  jbelbre^umd,  ye 
wouldna  hae  put  ^c  an  ill  colour  on  what  m^y 
have  been  in  itself  a.  very  comely  action*^ 

The  Doctor  by  this  dme  had  in  some  d^«e 
recovered  himself;  and  the  fireedom  with  whkli 
Andrew  spoke  having  an  infections  infiuenoe  on 
him,  said,  '^  But,  sir,  you  totffst  that  there  is  » 
child  in  the  case."" 

The  Dowager,  however,  who  had  sat  some  time 
in  a  state  of  consternation,  interrupted  the  con- 
versation, exclaiming,  ^^  Lord  Sandyf(»:d,  how 
can  you  permit  this  at.your  taUe,  and  m  my  pre- 
sence ?^ 

'*  Why,''  replied  the  Earl, ''  Tm  afiraid  there 
is  something  like  reason  in  what  Wylie  says ;  he 
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is  a  being  of  a  stiraaaige  element,  and  your  Lady- 
ship must  ^idttre  to  hoar  him  out ;  or  you  will 
perhaps  do  both  his  wit  and  his  wisdom  injustice.'" 
r  Andrew  discovered  that  he  had  gone  too  &r  with 
the  circumspect  Dowi^er.  He  had  treated  her 
with  a  sort  of  freedom  that  coidd  only  have  been 
used  with  impunity  to  -the  whist-table  tabbies  of 
London  V  diose  whom  he  occasionally  met  with, 
and^  ^  he  sai^  totizled  didr  decorum*  But  his 
nailural  shrewd  perception  of  dbaracter  soon  ena- 
bled him  to  correct  die  error,  and  ta  adapt  his  con- 
iFeraal»m  much- more  to  die  Dowager's  formal  no* 
tioBs  of  etiquette  and  delica^. 

"  111  tell  you  what  it  is,  my  Leddy,"' said  he ; ' 
^*  fix>m  the  first  to  the  last,  thore  has  been  a  great 
misunderstanding  in  the  whole  business  between 
my  Lord  and  the  Countess ;  I  could  see  that  long 
ago,  diough  I  hae  but  twa  een,  and  na  better 
anes  dian  my  neighbours ;  th^  hare  wanted  a  sin* 
cere  Mend  b^ween  diem,  tlie  like  o'  your  Leddy* 
ship,  for  example ;  and  noo  that  they  Ve  hither  and 
yont  frae  ane  ndther,  it  behoves  a^  that  wish  them 
weel>  and  few  hae  mair  cause  to  do  sae  than  my- 


ael,  who  has  been  made,  as  it  were,  by  my  Lord, 
to  take  tent  ^t  a  breach  is  no  opened  that  eaana 
be  biggit  up.  Joking  aeade-^I  think  yo^  Led- 
dysMp  and  the  Doctor  hae  beeh  a  wee  Hasty  in 
your  conchisions.  Ill  no  say  thai  ^  Cotmteis  is 
an  iqnoeemt  woman,  but  lei  m  hae  some  pt>oof  o' 
her  guilt  before  we  condenmw  As  to  the  baim^ 
that^s  a  livmg  witness  of  a  fact  somewb^:e-^I  at 
lob  thdt.  But,  my  Leddy,  I'll  tell  you  whit  IH 
do ;  t^at  is^  if  ^e  apprise  it^  for  I  would  iRibttiit 
to  your  better  judgment.  Ill  gan^  warily  aald 
eannily  o'er  to  Castle  Rookdboron^  mysel,  aid 
muddle  about  the  root  o^  this  affinr  tiH  I  get  at  ik 
I  think  that  I  itiay  be  able  to  do-this  aawed  as  a 
parson  o'  Muk  l;omideration.  Naebody  in  this 
countrywide  kens  md ;  111  be  scbggit  wi'  my  ain 
hamdy  manner ;  and  if  I  can  «erve  myXord,  I'm 
bound  by  gratitude  to  do  sae.'*'  > 

After  some  ftuther  c(mversation  this  project  was 
appcored  of,  and  the  Dowag^  began  to  entertain 
armofecondescen&igdiqpositiim  towards  our  hero. 

The  carriage  was  ordered  to  be  ready  uy^oAtey 
hhnearlynextmomingtotheBosef  and  Crown;  tot 
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^dLe,  ^^  No  just  sae  &r ;  I  maun  gang  there  on 
chanks^naggy ;  I^U  only  tak  it  till  within  a  mile  ot 
twa  o**  the  place ;  andwhenlhaegot  my  turn  done 
m  dtherjQome  slij^ing  back,  or  the  servans  can, 
«t  their  leisure,  bring  the  carnage  on  to  the  inns, 
whar  I"*!!  get  in  as  an  utter  stranger,  taken  up  by 
dtem,  as  it  were,  for  a  job  to  themselves.'" 

The  aristocracy  of  the  Dowager  did  not  entire- 
ly relish  this  method  of  setting  on  foot  an  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  a  Countess  of  Sandyford.  But 
Andrew  combated  her  prejudices  so  adroitly,  and 
in  80  peculiar  a  manner,  that  she  was  forced  to 
acquiesce. 

^  It's  no  for  me,  certainly,^  said  lie,  "  ta  enter 
into  a  controversy  with  your  Leddyship  on  points 
o**  this  nature ;  but  ye  hae  lived  o^er  good  a  life  to 
4en  ony  thing  about  the  joc^ierie-cookerie  o^  cnm 
comng.*" 

The  Dowager^s  face,  which  had  for  some  time 
worn  a  complacent  aspect,  became  again  troubled 
at  this^enewal  of  a  familiarity  so  little  in  harmony 
with  her  habits  and  notions ;  but  having  sat  her 
due  lady'^s  portion  of  time  at  the  table,  she  rose 


and  left  the  room.  The  Earl  also  soon  after  re- 
tired,  leaving  the  Doctor  and  Andrew  by  them- 
flelves ;  the  Physician,  however,  was  so  effectually 
mastered  hy  the  irresistible  Krnnour  of  his  com- 
panion^ that,  dreading  to  encounter  his  raillery, 
ttodcr  the  pretext  of  professional  engagements,  he 
*ose  and  went  home  befi)re  tea  was  announced^ 

Our 'hero  being  thus  left  alone,  pondered  on 
the  circumstances  which  had  procured  to  him  the 
confidence  .^of  Lord  Sandyford,  and  the  prompt- 
ings rf  his  own  honest  persuasion  made  him  de- 
tennine  to  leave  no  effort  untried  ta  ijBstore  the 
A^meStic  happiness  of  Ins  patron.  In  frequenting 
the  pMties  at  Sandyfiwd-house,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  familiar  access  which  he  was  allowed  at  all 
times  both  to  the  Earl  and  Countess,  he  had  no- 
ticed the  coH  politeness  which  existed  between 
them ;  but  hefowned  an  ^estimate  of  their  respec- 
tive disposi^ns  much  more  correct  than  that  of 
the  world  fe  general.  He  (fiseovered,  through  the 
disgui^  of  his  LordshijPs^iabitual  ennui,  a  gnaw- 
uig  an!xiety,and  justly  ascribed  his  dissipationtothe 
irritation  of  his  embittered  reflections.  The  equa- 
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ble  and  sustained  deportment  of  het  Ladyship 
was  not,  however,  so.  easily  ^p^retrated ;  but  he 
saw  that  it  was  more  the  effisct  of  practice  and 
caution,  tiban  her  natural  disposition;  and  sus- 
pected that  she  possessed  an  inherent  ^nergy^ 
which  it  only  required  commensurate  circum* 
stances  to^call  it  into  ac^n.  She  was  evidently  a 
woman  not  easily  disturbed  by  the  little  occasional 
incidents  which  so  profoundly  affect  the  haj^iness 
of  her  sex ;  and  her  feelings  having  no  particular 
object  to  interest  them,  neither  children,  nor,  in 
a  eertain  sense,  husband,  she  moved  aloi^  die 
stream  of  time  like  a  stately  vessel  on  the  tide, 
whose  superb  appearance  is  ail  that  attracts  the 
attention  of  the  ^qpectator; 

Her  Ladyshljp  was  certainly  to  blame,  for  not 
endeavouring  to  recall  the  scattered  Sections  of 
her  Lord ;  nor  is  it  ea^  to  frame,  an  qK>Iogy  for 
her  negligence  in  this  respect.  But  how  many 
ladies  act  in  the  same  way,  and,  heedless  of  the 
unsettled'  and  fluctuating  state  of  aU  hum«i  at- 
tachments, seem  to  consider,  n^ben  they  are  wed- 
ded, that  it  is  no  longer  requisite  to  wntinue  those 

IS 
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agreeable  husKmrs  and  graces  which  first  won  the 
esteem  of  their  husbands.     The  triumph  of  wo« 
man  lies  not  in  the  admiration  of  her  Wer,  but  in 
the  respect  of  her  husband ;  and  it  can  only  be 
gained  by  a  constant  cultivation  of  those  qualities 
which  she  knows  he  most  ralues.  But  Lady  San*^ 
dyford,  hke  many  of  her  sex,  had  been  taught  to 
entertain  other  notions.     She  did. not  certainly 
r^^ulate  herself,  as  many  others,  fataify  for  their 
own  happiness,  often  do,  l^  the  standard  of  s<mie 
particular  individual,  whom  habit  or  duty  may 
hwire  taught  them  to  venerate-^a  fitther,  a  brother, 
or  a  guardian,  but  she  "did  what  was  equally  un- 
fortunate,— she  courted  puUBc  admiration,  and  it 
was  with  deference  towards  it  that  all  her  acticus 
and  motions  were  estranged  from  that  sphere  of 
duties^  which  would  have  endeared  her  to  the  sen- 
sitive bosom  of  her  Lord.  Oiur  h^N),  therefore)  in 
contemplating  the  residt  which,  had  flowed  fiwi 
iier  apparent  indi£Perence,  suspected  that  she.  felt 
infinitdy  more  under  theseparation  than  die  JSart 
conceived. 

He  did  her  also  justice  in  another  point ;  he 
could  not  fin*  a  mbmoit  allow  himself  to  think  she 

VOL.  II.  B 
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w«5  guflty  ^en  of  levity*    He  IumI  remmtkei  her 
pride,  and  1m  intuitive  knowledge  oi  htmum  iia* 
ture  oonvinced  hinit  thit  pride  alone  will  oft^n  do 
the  pot  of  virtne.     In  a  woid,  die  tonor  of  Mt 
cogitatbns  n^ore  honooraUb  to  Mmsfllf)  and  &- 
vouraMle  to  the  Countess*    For,  not  aasiiiimig 
the  probalnUty  of  guilt,  bat  only  donrons  to  reach 
the  bottom  of  the  business,  he  was  aUe  to  take  a 
&r  more  (^indid  view  of  the  drffisrent  pretumptions 
against  her,  thitn  if  he  liad  been  actuated  by  May 
preeonceived  opinion.    In  this  geniratms  fi^me  of 
mind,  he  embarked  widi  a  detenmnadon  to  sift 
the  whole  matter  to  the  u^no^  and,  in  the  end, 
if  he  found  the  conduct  ci  the  Ccnmtess  what  lie 
hoped  and  exp^scted  it  would  prove,  he  resoked 
to  speak  to  her  freely  of  what  he  had  obsem^  in 
her  behafvicur  towards  her  hudband,  and  then  to 
brii^  about  the  more  difficult  and  ^Ucate  task  of 
a  eordial  reunion. 

When  the  nnnd  entertains  a  jubhyaxprne,  h 
never  £nls  to  dignify  die  physiognoniyiaiid  exteiru 
nal  appearance.  Andrew,  in  obeying  ibe  tnxa^ 
mons  of  the  Ikmager  to  tea,  ^tered  the  room 
^h  an  eai»  of  carriage  ^^ndbi  xSftnul:  her,  not 
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miiy0iimGeoinitof  itepjxypiiety,  but  abo  by  the 
oontrast  wUeli  it  poeaentad  i»  bis  nstiually  imig- 
laficaant  ak  toad  hameiy  garb« 

Hear  Ladydup^  in  die  inteonral  after  quitdng 
the  diniBg^AooiD,  was  not,  upon  zeflectioQ,  much 
sadafied  widi  what  had  passed^  and  was  raaolved 
to  bebodi  'Cool  Ukd  dignified,  in  order  to  prevent 
a  repetition  of  the  familiarity  whieh  had  so  ruffled 
i«  nati«is4>f  d«xm« ;  but  Ae  generogUy  wfcich 
ligfafted  up  the  snoc^h  round  face,  and  little  twink- 
Ui^  eyes  of  i^  go^st,  produced  an  instantaneous 
and  .qfiapatthgtie  effect;  and  instead  of  Ae  Austere 
grandeur  whicfa'ske  iiad  determined  to  practise, 
fliieinintsd  UmJ^  take  a  seat  on  the  so&  beside 
lier,^th  a  tgraciousness  of  numner  dmt  eould  not; 
baare^been  escdled^  ^ei^sn  had  she  knoaim  the  in- 
lewtitins  with  which  he  was  at  the  moment  ani-* 
mte^ 

When  the  ISjuA,  who  «ooti  after  ekiteied  tlie 
voqpn^  eaw  ikem  in  llna  situatipn,  his  faffoutable 
opnooir  ef  the  tact  apd  address  of  Andrew  was 
osMd«Kiibfy^  iaaoreased.  He  igiew  Ae  nloe  no- 
tien»  c€  MrnHrilMr,  and  fa«r  profeund  veoeritioii 
for  ifaMttifa^tfies  of  poMte  life,  and  kal,  ie^m  iS^ 
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first,  apprehended  a  rupture,  the  state  of  her  mind 
at  the  time  not  being  at  all  in  unison  with  that 
familiar  drollery  which  t)ur  hero  could  ndither 
disguise  nor  repress.  He.  was,  therefore,  in  no 
small  degree  surprised  to  find  them  seated  toge- 
ther, and  apparently  on  those  terms  which  he  had 
never  imagined  it  was  practicable  for  Andrew  to 
attain  with  her  Ladyship. 

During  tea  the  conversation  was  general  and 
lively ;  no  allusion  was  made  to  what  had  consti- 
tuted the  chief  and  most  interesting  tope  after 
dinner ;  and  the  old  Lady  was  Bevecal  times  con*, 
strained  to  laugh  heartily  at  Andrew'^s  ludicxoiu^ 
adventures  in  his  journey  from  London^  aa  well  as 
at  some  of  his  queerest  stories,  of.  which  he  se- 
lected those  most  calculated  to  please  her ;  so  that^ 
while  she  perceived  he  was  a  person  of  no  reBjted 
acquirements,  she  could  not  but  acknowledge  in 
her  own  mind  that  he  was  toidoiibtedly  endowed 
by  nature  with  singular  shrewdness,  and  with  pe- 
culiar talents  of  no  ordinary  kind.  .  It  was  true, 
that  he  «aid  things  which  a  delical;e  reqpect  fiar 
die  iHrejudi<^  and  notions  of  otbeni. wotld  ham 
restrisined  %  man  of  more  gendemAQly  ppr^leniiona 


firom  expressing,  but  there  was  no  rensting  the 
strong  common  sense  of  his  remarks,  nor  with* 
standing  the  good-himioured  merriment  of  his  al- 
lusions. She,  however,  now  and  then  felt  uneasy 
that  she  had  so  rashly  sent  back  the  Countess's 
letter.  But  like  aU  others  who  do  any  thing  of 
which  they  afterwards  doubt  the  propriety,  she 
concealed  entirely  firom  her  son,  and  wished,  if  pos- 
sible, to  forget  herself,  that  she  had  taken  so  deci- 
ded a  part. 
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NEW  LIGHTS. 

^^  I  FE  AB,  my  Lord,^  smd  our  heio^  whttl  tile 
Dowager  had  left  the  room^  "  that  I  have  qwken 
o^er  freely  on  this  misfortune  that  has  b^lUlen 
your  Lordship's  family ;  but,  fif  truth,  my  Lord, 
a  sore  at  no  time  will  bear  handling.  If  I  had 
conversed  in  a  manner  that  might  have  been  mair 
fitting  to  the  occasion,  it  wouldna  hae  mended  the 
matter ;  so  I  rather  ran  the  risk  of  the  conse- 
quences with  your  Leddy-mither,  than  be  sladc 
in  delivering  my  honest  opmion.  But  setting  j<^ 
Kng  aside,  my  Lord,  this  story  erf  hers  and  the 
Doctor's,  concerning  the  gentleman  ayont  die 
bush,  is  really  something  vera  extraordinar.'' 

«  Yes,  Wylie,''  replied  the  Earl,  «  it  is  so ; 
but  although  my  mother  makes  it  of  importance. 
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it  18  none  to  me.  I  kare  be^i  bat  so  so  as  a  hus- 
band ;  and,  by  my  consdaice,  nothing  m  earth 
wiU  ever  mduce  me  to  institute  any  proceedings 
against  Lady  Sandyford."^ 

^^  That^s  a  vera  eontrite  saitiment  of  your  Lord- 
ship, and  comes,  or  am  miBUCea,  from  the  bottom 
of  the  heart ;  but  surely,  my  Lord,  ye  wouldna 
eke  your  estates,  and  the  honours  of  all  your  Lord- 
ship^s  ancient  «id  famous  progenitors,  to  go  to 
the  base  Uood  of  a  stranger."" 

^*  I  thou^t,  Wylie,'"  said  the  Earl  coldly, 
^  tliat  you  had  been  more  the  friend  al  Lady 
Sancfyford.  I  am  sure  that  she  always  treated  you 
-with  kindness."" 

^  Widi  the  hdght  of  discretion,  I  maun  aye 
alkm  l&at,""  replied  our  hero ;  ^^andfarbeit  fromi 
x^  thou^ts  or  inteat  to  advise  any  harm  either 
to  the  name  or  di^ty  of  the  Countess,  whom  I 
camia  bdieve  to  have  been  playing  ony  plasket. 
JC  tiiat  I  meaiH  your  Lcurdship  to  understand  was, 
snpposii]^,  just  by  way  of  premises  to  confer  upon, 
that  the  Countess  had  dcme  ihe  deed,  and  was  as 
Mack  as  your  Leddy-mother  and  her  gallant  the 
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Doctor,  fear,  how  would  your  Lordship  pn>p08e 
that  she  should  be  treated  P^  .         . 

^^  As  the  dmighter  of  the  Marquis  o[  Avon- 
side.^ 

"  Her  father  is  a  proud  man,  my  Lord,*^  resu- 
med Andrew,  ^^  and  will  take  care  of  that.  But 
suppose  she  is  the  mother  of  the  bair^-^or  to  this 
length  the  suspicion,  as  I  guess,  runsr— what  would 
be  your  Lordship^s  pleasure  then  ?^     •       , 

The  Earl  made  no  answer.  He  $at  fyx  aoxoe 
tune  silent ;  and  then  he  rose,  and  walked  thrice 
jicross  the  room.  He  was  evidently  grieved  and 
perplexed.  Wylie  sat  watching  him  with  interest 
and  sympathy.  

The  struggle  lasted  about  five  npi:mte0,,at  the 
^d  of  which  his  JiOrdship  resumed  his  chair?  and 
said,  ^^  I  cannot  tell  you  what  I  may  do,  nor  can 
I  imagine  what  I  ought  to  do.  But  Lady  San^y^ 
ford,  whatever  may  have  been  her  fault,  has  pride 
enough  to  prevent  her  from  imposing  a  gpurioofi 
heir  on  my  earldom.  The  concealment  witib  which, 
she  has  covered  the  birth,  if  she  is  a  mother,  afr* 
sures  me  that  the  attempt  will  never  be  made.;  ao. 
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that,  even  in  a  worldly  point  of  view,  I  ot^ht  to 
make  no  stir  in  this  business.*^  And  he  sighed 
deeply,  adding,  "  It  is  needless  to  disguise  to  you 
any  longer,  that  I  am  more  distressed  Uian  I 
seem.'" 

"  Beally,  my  Lord,  your  case  is  a  vera  kittle 
ane,^  replied  our  hero,  deeply  affected ;  "  but  no 
to  dwell  on  the  dark  side  o\  let  us  suppose  noo, 
that,  after  all  this  hobbleshew  and  clash,  it  should 
turn  out  that  the  Countess  is  an  innocent  and  an 
injured  woman.^ 

^^  You  are  destined  to  exalt,  or  to  sink  me  for 
ever,  in  Ay  own  esteem  !^  exclaimed  the  Earl ; 
*^  and  you  have  put  to  me  a  question  that  I  would, 
but  durst  not,  ask  myself.  She  left  my  house  vo- 
iantarity,  by  the  advice  of  her  fiither.' 

His  Lordship  paused,  and  looked  as  if  he  ex- 
pected that  Andi^w  would  say  something ;  but 
he  remamed  silent. 

The  Earl  then  said  abruptly,  "  What  do  you 

■ 

Hank  I  ought  to  do  ?  I  cannot  ask  heri^ack — She 
will  be  happier  apwrt  from  me ;  and  since  we  are 
in  the  tongues  of  the  world,  it  is  no  longer  expe- 
dient for  us  to  assume  counterfeit  virtues.*" 
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^^  Trufy)  what  your  LordsUp  says  is  nb  with- 
out a  glimmer  of  common  sense ;  bnt  in^^  way 
of  a  conjecture,  let  us  take  anodier  supposition. 
Wliat  would  your  Lordship  do,  if  my  Leddy,  of 
her  own  free  grace,  was  to  confess  a  fault  for  run- 
ning awa  wi^  her  fiither,  and  bc^  to  be  received 
home  agam  P*^ 

<^  ImpossiUe  1"^  exclaimed  the  Eail,  with  &^ 
ergy — *^  Impossible !  Her  pride  could  never  stoop 
to  such  humiliation.^ 

^^  I  <i«a  see  there  is  difficulty  in  the  way.  How- 
soever, greater  mountains  have  been  removed 
without  miraeles.  And  your  LoMship  hasna  said 
what  you  wouM  do,^  supposing  my  suppose  were 
to  come  to  pass." 

"  It  would,  I  suspect,  WyKe,"^  replied  the  Earl 
jocularly,  ^*  be  rather  an  awkward  meeting." 

^^  Then  you  would  consent  t6  meet  her  Leddy* 
ship,"  sttd  our  hero  slyly. 

The  Earl  was  startled  at  the  uncons<3ous  dis- 
closure he  had  made  of  his  own  feelings,  while  he 
admired  the  shrewdness  of  Ms  'cotm$ellor ;  and 
said,  with  a  free  and  rincere  adcent,  "  Wyfie,  it 
is  in  vain  for  me  to  equivocate  wiih  you.    I  do 
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nU  thfaik  tte  vecum  of  the  Coulitefls  prbbable; 
«d,tiiwdbre)li«yeHeTcrqmiida»dlMirIjJio^ 
Mt  4MI  ttK^  an  eeaaxence.  Tow«irdB  Ikf  I  eua 
bMr:iio  maliee.-- But  yoa  turprise  me.  Hen^. 
ef«r,  I  will  gay  no  nu^e.  Let  tine  coavereitkm^ 
fer  die  preBent,  end.^ 

^^  I  thoi^ht,"* rq>lied  Andrew,  widi  a  dagieeef 
ftramess  wbleh  «cirpri»€id  the  Earl,  ^^  timt  yomr 
LeidBiilp  had  better  notions  of  jofitice  than  to 
punish  where  perhaps  you  ought  to  make  aMne- 
ment. 

Hts  LorMiip,  who  had  risen  during^part  of  thk 
eonveniadon,  took  a  ehmt  as  our  hef^  uttered 
these  wwds,  and  lodged  ftished  miih  an  angry 
eonfusion. 

^^  My  Lord,^  continued  Andrew,  observing  his 
agitation,  ^^  th^refs  none  in  the  world  hae  such 
cause  to  speak  Ihe  truth  to  your  Lorddiip  as  I 
have.  You  have  taken  me  l^  the  hand,  and  led  me 
out  o^  the  slough  of  poverty,  where  I  might  have 
struggled  and  sunk—«Ye  hae  placed  ia&  in  the 
flowery  pastures  of  prosperity,  and  ye  shoulcba 
foe  displeased  at  the  humble  etffing  of  my  grati- 
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tude.  If  my  Leddy  luMi  had  Jier  faiiba  and  dcfi* 
xieiicies,  your  Lcxrdahip^s  own  bfeast  hears  mtoGW 
diai  ye  hare  not  yoursd  been  perfect-*-«BuA  I  «n 
.taranagressmg  the  bounds  of  disQreti<niy  in  speak- 
ing in  this  maimer  to  your  Lordship.  Neverthe- 
less, my  Lord,  though  I  should  offiend,  it  will,  be 
my  endlbatour  to  serve  your  Lord^h^,  as  it. is  my 
duity  to  doy  whatever  yiwr  Lordship  may  say  to 
the  contrary ;  and  to  strive,  by  all  honest  meaD% 
to  teatify  my  sense  of  obligation  for  ,th«  kindiiess 
heaped  upon  me.*" 

The  Earl  was  petrified.  There  was  an  ener^ 
of  .tone,  and  a:  decision  of  ch^acter  in  tbiif,  which 
his  Lordship  had  never  (expeiience^  towai^lum*- 
self,  nor  did  he  imagine  Andrew  poss49ssed  half 
so  much  generous  sensibQity. 
'  ''  Do  you  thiak,"^  rqpBed  the  Earl,  thought' 
fiiQy,  '^  that  even  w«:e  I  disposed  to  w^  fpr  a 
reooncifialion,  Lady  Sandyford  might  be  a^^sf 
-toit?"  •    '.  ..  ,., 

<*  I  hope  she  has  more  sense,  were  yourX^rdr 
«hip to  entertain ai^  such  creditable  wish.,.  But, 
my  Lord,  she  has  been  long  an  outcast,  ^as  it  T^erei, 


« 

ftom  yotxr  allbctions.  I  caiinot^dierefore,  venture 
to  give  y^ttx  Lorddhip  any  tetisen  to  think  •  tliat 
she  imy  wish  for  a  recondSiaftioti.  But  as  soon  as 
I  have  made  an  expenmait,  IHl  hae  the  greatest 
jriteasure  in  letting  you  know  the  result,  espedaHy 
IfitbefevouraMe.'' 

**  You  are  too  quick,  Wylie,""  said  the  Earl 
coldly,  **  I  did  not  express  any-  solicitude  on  the 
sutgect.  Judging  from  the  past,  I  still  eontinue 
of  the  same  mind,  that  it  is  better  toit  Lady  Sandy, 
ford  and  me  to  remain  as  we  are,  than  to  live  to- 
gether as  we  have  done.*^ 

♦*  That's  no  to  be  denied,""  replied  Andrew. 
«  But  it's  to  be  hoped,  that,  were  ye  coming  the- 
gither  agam,  it  would  be  with  better  hopes,  de- 
signs,  and  intents.  Knewmg,  as  ye  now  do,  where- 
in  the  great  strength  of  both  your  faults  lies^  ye 
would  bear  and  forbear  with  more  reciprocal  indul- 
gence. Ye  cottldna  live  the  life  ye  have  done, 
even  though  ye  were  both  so  ill-deedy  as  to  try."' 

This  characteristic  touch  made  the  Earl  smile ; 
and  he  said,  "  You  are  a  angular  being,  and  will 
have  your  own  way," 
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In  the  midst  of  this  paroxysm,  she  made  a  vi- 
gorous effort  to  control  her  agitation,  and  suc- 
ceeded. While  distractedly  pacing  the  room,  she 
halted  suddenly,  and  said,  ^^  Why  do  I  yield 
to  this  consternation? — There  is  some  error  in 
all  this — There  is  no  conspiracy  against  me — I 
am  innocent  of  the  crime  imputed — I  will  go  at 
once  to  my  Lord— *!  wiU  relate  the  whole  of  what 
has  happened — ^he  has  treated  me  as  if  I  had  no 
feeling— but  he  is  a  man  of  honour,  and  will  not 
allow  me  to  be  injured  unjustly.^ 

When  she  had  thus  somewhat  cahned  the  per* 
tuarbation  of  her  spirits,  she  oidered'A  postrchaise 
fi)r  Chastington-hall,  and  in  the  course  of  a  'few 
hours  quitted  Elderbtwer* 

"Be£ore  she  had  gained  the  second  stage,  she 
felt  herself  so  much  indisposed  that  she  was  ob* 
Mged  to  stop,  and  go  to'  bed.  In  tbe  course  of 
the  night,  howev^,  she  obtained  some  tfmi ;  and 
her  spbrits  were  s&  refreshed  in,  thie  monmig,  that 
she  arose  with  a  dieerftd  alacrity  to  resume  her 
journey  to  the  residence  of  h^  hudband. 

After  breakfast,  a  chaise  for  Chasdngton  was. 
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accordingly  ordered,  and  she  went  to  the  door  at- 
tended l^  die  landlord,  to  hand  her  in.  As  she 
was  on  the  point  of  as^nding  the  stqps  of  the 
carriage,  her  hand  was  ei^rly  seized  by  some 
one  behind,  and  on  looking  round  she  beheld, 
with  equal  surprise  and  alarm,  the  pale  and  ghast- 
ly Ferrers. 

^^  Ha  r  exdaimed  the  Countess,  luNTor-strudc 
at  his  appearance ;  ^'  How !  when !  what  has 
brought  you  here  P^ 

^^  I  came  last  night,  and  I  hove  been'i  "^ 
What  he  would  have  added  was  broken  off  by  a 
shriek  from  the  Countess^  who  fiuhted,  and  fell 
back  into  his  arms. 

Some  time  elapsed  before  she  recovered,  and 
when  she  opened  her  eyes  in  the  a.partment  to 
which  she  had  been  carried,  the  first  object  they 
caught  was  Servinal,  her  Lord'^s  valet,  who,  per- 
ceiving that  she  recognised  him,  instantly  left  the 
room,  and,  having  a  horse  ready  at  the  <feor,  quit- 
ted the  house.  He  was  on  his  way  to  London, 
on  some  confidential  business,  but  he  returned  to 
Chastington-hall  with  the  news  of  this  discovery. 
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AftforFenrett,  itiH  undar  Ae  inflaence  ^  jan^ 
nkyt  belierii^  be-  had  been  Ae  cmiae  of  iium 
uofortuBste  htifB  deitdi,  lie  rudied  fcom  Ae 
hcmse  in  a  state  of  distaractiony  and  was  nomhexo 
tobelbimd. 

When  the  Countess  was  to  £ur  recovered  as  to 
be  able  to  speak,  she  ordered  the  diaise,  which 
stiU  stood  at  the  doisr,  to  carry  her  to  Bwnsland 

Abbey,  where,^  unnediatdy  OIL  har  anivaV  8^  ^^ 
for  Fh>unce;  and  being  determiaed  boiw  to  wwi 

hmdf  of  ha*  Other's  offer  of  Bretondiead  Castle^ 

she  diqpatdied,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  theser^ 

vants  to  appEue  the  dtnnestics  of  her  mten<3on» 

All  this  was  done  with  a  force  and  preeisaon  oi 

ittBd  new  to  her  character. 

1  Tb^singiiiarilyofthecircomstaaK^esiiito^diichr 

die  hid  been  placed  with  Festers,  awdcened  iar 

her  a  sort  of  supersdtious  doead.    Their  misfian 

tinies  seemed  strai^ely  and  awfidly  nutated;  aaA 

feding  herself  inacoountaUy  and  darUy  coniioeti 

ed  WI&  the  desperate  fortunes  of  afirantiemaiiy 

Aebdie^red  herself  a  passive  agent  in  die  haaidv 

of  Fate,  and  trembled  to  thiidc  that  Ae  was  tlnia 


^«t4  to  Mtte  tvantndiss  and  umnftmiiiflJe 
i«c»¥aneitl  of  die  umTcrseL  There  wu  tuUiBiiiy 
in  tibe  ftteifai  thiit  roae  with  ihit  notion ;  and  ibm 
l^aee  wliere  she  had  detcnmnad  to  take  up  het 
ilbode  1^  well  cdicubited  to  cheoah  ihe  aolimii 
aa8oelali€im(  ^oBHectedrndtfa  her  Psomethean  xao- 
lutUn^  to  vatbe  firom  the  votrldy  and  there  amot 
tbriaeoe  of  that  sdieme  cf  deatim;  ifilb  i^hidt  die 
was  BO  mystesboualy  iHT^dved.      -  ^ 

.  JbpetonilMd  Ciistle  Was  ^  file  of  mdnaoim 
tiifdtyi  Fpron  the  eadiept  petiDdsrof  <yiur  mtAimd 
hiaUffy^  U  had  bb&Oi  remnrkahle,  both  en:acMiait 
<^itA  niaesy  artUtectiite^andtbesQllfttaiid  atcan 
Bditamesa  in  vhioh  it  atoed.  T^  Smotm  had 
added  to  its  strength,  and  the  Nofmaaei  had  a^K 
laigad  ihe  awe^^f  Ae  wi^  aad  the  swDgdiet  of 
the  Umcta, '  la  .the  chivafaric  time^  of  the  hereie 
jraaofttageaets,  it  acquused  some  oraameatfd  fnpfv^ 
digest  and/  m  the  £rst  raigii  of  the  Stoavta^  it 
h>et  some  of  the  &atiures  of  %  meee  stso^c^^'^ 
^Msteof  magniificaiitapartm^it^of  an^ii^  md 
fiintastic  styk,  which,  howev:er,  atiU  hamoiaiaed 
with  Ae  rude.^nnadeur  of  the  general  edi^oe» 
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f  The  zoad  to  it  lay  aldng  the'acclivity  of  an  i^x- 
tenaiTe  common,  ^d  by  a  gentle  ascent  attain- 
ed the  summit  of  the  downs,  &om  which,  on  the 
one  hand^  the  country  below  presented  a  wide 
and  magnificent  prospect,  extending  to  the  hcnri- 
•con;  while^  on  the  other,  an  open  and  lonely 
waste  spread  out  to  a  great  distance,  in  which  no 
other  object  w^s  visible  but  the  castle,  rising  from 
the  midst  of  a  dark  mass  of  6x.  trees. 
' '  The  scene  suited  the  disposition  of  Lady  San- 
dyfdrd^S  mind ;  and  it  seemed  to  her  that  a  spot 
in  which  the  wild,  the  old,  and  the  magodfieent, 
were  so  united,  was  a  fit  theatre  for  the  exercise 
4ii  the  courage  and  endurance  which  she  was  de^ 
termined  to  exercise. 

But  far  diiFerent  were  the  reflections  of  her 
waiting  gentlewoman ;  according  to  her  own  bc- 
eount,  when  the  carriage  reached  the  brow  of  the 
downs,  and  she  saw  nothing  before  her  but  a  de* 
bert  waste,  she  felt  as  if  a  magician  was  carrying 
her  away  on  the  back  of  a  fiery  dragon,  to  the 
well  at  the  world'*s  end. 

As  the  carriage  drove  into  the  silent  court  of 


THE  CASTLE.  45 

the  Castle,  like  a  peal  of  thunder,  the  CounteM 
sil^d,  4IS  it  stopped  at  the  entrance  to  the  hall, 
^^  What  an  awfiil  place  it  is  T  and  she  cast  her 
^es  apprehensively  round  on  the  ivy-mantled  < 
towers,  the  hoary  walls,  and  the  lichen-furred 
pinnacles. 

Yes,"  replied  Flounce, 

"  It  dulls  the  suspended  soul^ 
Till  expectation  wears  the  cast  of  fear^ 
And  f eary  half  teady  to  become  devotion^ 
Mambles  a  kind  of  mental  orison 
It  knows  not  wherefore." 


u 


a 


Why,  Flounce!^  exclaimed  her  astonished 
Lady,  '*  where  got  you  that  language  P'' 

^  It  is  a  heaiitiM  sentiment,"  said  that  erudite 
gentlewomui,  ^^  which  I  learnt  by  rote  from  one 
of  Mrs  RaddifTs  romances.  It  will  be  quite 
chanmiig,  'my  Lady,  to  read  them  in  this  delight- 
fid  Udolphb;  and  I  hope  your  Ladyship  will' 
make  a  point  of  ha^ong  them  sent  j&om  town.^ 

-'Aft  none  of  the  servants  were  in  attendance, 
the  Ck>uiii$^  desired  the  post-boys  to  open  the; 
do<nv  <^^  alighting  with  Floimce,  walked  into 
the  hall;    3?he  housekeeper,  end  her  husband  the 

15 
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giodsner^  wero  ill^eed^aA  tbe  don^stlos  tbat  tiie 
Mflacqm8l)f^lALXxm8ide  fc^  axkd  k 

hopptned,  whoa  the  carrkige  dfOTe  op  to  the 
dsm^  duKt  tbef  irare  ia  ^a  vsmote  part  of  tlie 
Gastk. 

The  Countess  halted  when  she  had  reaped  lite 
middle  of  the  hall,  and  warvajei  it  in  «ileRoe.  It 
was  lofty,  and  of  stately  dimensions^-rlighted  £rom 
the  one  side  hf  two  tall  narrow  ^njodowa ;  the 
space  betw««a  'wliu^  wa&^cciqHed  %y  it  htige  acch- 
ed  chhnney,  with  massy  an%ue  iron  dc^  for 
burning  wood ;  and  great  piles  of  billets  at  each 
side  rf^bejiearth,  fthemedsomelMiig  like  the  habi- 
tude of  ancient  hosffitdity.  A  small  claw-fsoted 
t§tAsif  ion  ipv>1uch  stpod  Ji  faad^et  cf  hns^  toad  old 
atobidNigfi,  iBfidi  a  pair  of  iscissan,  a  ifaimble,  and 
ibmd-fiapBi,  lykig  azooBd  as  Ihey  had  been  left 
faj^e  h^usekeepcc^iiccupiedy  widi  two  old^Snfamiu 
od  gnuided  elhow*4Gfaak%>tfae  nidK  of  bnie^f  the 
windows.  Xhe  walk  Mere  of  daxk  and  small  paa- 
nelMtRsiaaccA,  oawUehliiDBg'fburorfiFefaiBily 
pi(»tralto that  tiioQehad  almost efibeed  Tfaa^aspeet 
of  Ae  whole  apaetment  iraa  gamut  aood  imierside, 
iMft  ilkmMiDiAfbe  idtogether  aaid  d»t  the^eei 
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in»  eithev  deadiMe  iir  melaadialy.    BuitUiMa 
kn  o^mng  to  die  style  tad  mckkedmB  «f  die 
Mom  tibm  to  the  mperb  proqpeet  iflitdi  thenn. 
diHK9  oammanded.  The  Cattle  stood  on  the  boak 
of  a  flluiggy  predpioe ;  and  tke  side  nime  llw 
windiiws  ^viflse  placed^  ercBdooked  a  "^nde  etpeme 
of<Mieof  Ikeridbesttnietaof  En^bnd^  ontiliicb 
the  sun  at  liie  tinttnias  died^Bg  the  goUen  nu 
diaaeeof -the  aftevnocau  WoocDands,  parity  yH^ 
las,  and  tcmns,  lay  seattensd  in  beantiM  divemty 
to  the  utmost  yerge  of  the  horizon ;  and  here  and 
diCffe  the  steeple  of  a  cmmtry  church  jiohiting  to 
heaven,  might  be  seen  rising  from  the  middle  of 
a  gxoTe,  x^roimed  with  a  glitteni^  star,  die  etfect 
of  the  setting  sun  on  the  gilded  weather-codt^ 
while  broad  and  bright,  with  all  their  windows 
glancing  as  if  illuminated,  several  large  manskms 
studded,  as  it  were,  like  gems,  the  bosom  of  that 
magnificent  landscape.     ^^  Our  ancestors,^  said 
the  Cinmtess  to  Flounce,  ^'  did  not  lack  taste  in 
the  dboioe  of  situations.  Their  aqptives,  with  such 
a  spacious  view  before  them,  could  scarcely  £eel 
die  loss  of  liberty.'' 
At  this  moment  the  old  housekeeper  entered; 
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and  apoli^^izing  for  her  accidental  absence,  open- 
ed a  pair  of  foldii^-doors  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
Hall,  and  conducted  the  Countess  through  the 
loog  suite  of  state-apartments  to  a  small  drawing* 
room  in  an  octagon  tower,  which  commanded  se- 
ven diflferent  views  from  as  many  small  windows. 
^  I  have  brought  your  Ladyship  to  this  place,'*'' 
said  Mrs  Scrubwell,  ^^  because  it  was  the  fetvour- 
ite  room  of  the  Marchioness  your  moth^ ;  and  I 
thought,  on  that  account,  you  would  be  jdeased 
with  it.'' 

"  You  have  judged  rightly,"  rqplied  her  Lady-^ 
ship  with  emotion ;  and  she  mentally  ejaculated, 
"  My  mother !— How  wofuUy  I  now  feel  that 
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CHAPTER  V. 


INEXPERIENCE. 


.  At  break  of  day,  ova  hero  was  afoot  and  dress* 
ed  for  his  mission  to  the  Rose  and  Crown,  at  Cas- 
tle-Rooksborough ;  but  instead  of  waiting  for  the 
carriage  to  come  up  to  the  portal  of  the  Hall,  he 
walked  out  to  the  court  of  offices,  which  stood  at 
some  distance  from  the  mansion. 

It  was  a  beautiful  spring  morning.  The  ma- 
vis, the  blackbird,  and  the  linnet,  were  beginning 
to  chirp  and  churm  pver  their  young  in  the  bow- 
ers, but  the  lark  was  already  at  heaven^s  gate 
singing  her  matins.  The  sun  had  not  yet  risen, 
and  the  dew-drops  lay  like  pearls  on  the  grass  and 
leaves ;  a  cheerful  and  refreshed  composure  was 
difiused  over  the  whole  face  of  the  landscape,  and 
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the  forehead  of  die  sky  appeared  unusually  spa- 
cious and  beautiful ;  a  fev  grey  flakes  of  yapour 
scattered  over  it,  seemed  to  float  at  an  unwonted 
elevation,  as  they  gradually  brightened  into  the 
full  glory  of  the  morning. 

The  reflections  of  Andrew  were  in  unison  with 
the  beneficent  aspect  of  Nature,  and  he  loitered 
with  the  sense  of  beauty  gknring  at  his  heart,  of- 
ten turning  round  %3  the  different  windings  of  the 
road  unfolded,  through  the  massy  groups  of  fo- 
liage, the  dirersified  soencary  of  the  surroundfaig 
country. 

By  the  lame  he  reached  the  entrance  to  the 
stables,  the  carriage  was  comiiq;  out  ^<  Ha^d 
your  ban'',  my  lad,^  he  cried  to  the  coaehnHiii, 
^'  ye  needna  gang  to  ^  house,  FU  e^en  step  in 

hare.'' 

^^  As  you  please,"'  replied  die  coaduaan ;  ^^  but 
Tom  Berry  is  not  yet  come.'^ 

"  And  wha's  Tarn  Berry  ?" 

^'  The  footman^  sir,  that  is  to  go  with  us."^ 

^'  Loup  your  ways  doun,  and  let  me  into  the 
chaicie.    Ill  no  be  fashed  wi^  ony  sic  een^no- 
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hials.    A^  xhtLt  I  "wmt  i6  ft  ftet  drfve^  without 

The  coachman  6bey^,  and  Mg  befinre  Tom 
Iftelty  h3(d  opened  the  shtltteihlf  df  his  eyei^,  half 
the  journey  was  perfonned. 

At  a  pubHd-house  withhl  two  miles  of  Castle- 
Hoofisboffotigh,  mit  her6  ^t&pped  th£  damage,  and 
told  the  coadimttti  to  wait  for  him  there. 

*'  Your  horses,  my  lad,^  said  he,  "  will  be  nftiie 
the  Want  o'  a  rest ;[  imd  ITl  jUst  step  on  l^  my- 

^  'Bai/*  ^eplkfd  the  ehtti4t«nr^  ^  my  orders 
i^ii^  to  tftk^  yoa  ^  the  Rose  eM  Crown.'' 

^^  m  not  dispute  what  your  ofd^ili  were  4  nevoid 
iltelesE^  fi'Vi^  \M$  h«r#;  <»  if  ye  maifii  Men  your 
cattle  at  thd  RoS6  and  Crown,  atid  at  nd  otikfr 
place^  I  eftfin4  hdpk  $  only  ye^Brsarvv  my  Lotd*s 
WW  better  by  iBiiidkigwh«t  I  hsfcyou." 

^  Udon'l  ttkftke M  di^^aeo  to  ili^^''  said  the 
iSoAohnMn;  '^  And  so  be  a^  you  doos&'t  wish  Jbr 
ilk0  toM^f  Vdik^hsk "wlme  we  now  be."" 

*^  Ketit  ye,"*  «^i^  Andrew,  0Coppifig'«tiicte&]y, 
ftftet  tie  hdd  alighted)  ftnd  wm  wifldiig  irwiqr, 
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seemingly  as  if  he  had  recollected  something.  <^  I 
hope  yell  say  naething  to  the  folk  about  the  inns 
here,  concemiBg  my  business  r 

^^  I  knows  nought  o\  sir — I  was  but  told  to 
fetch  you  here.'' 

"  Then,^  replied  our  hero,  "  ye^ll  oblige  me 
by  keeping  your  fiog^  on  your  mouth,  for  it 
might  be  detrimental  if  ony  thing  were  to  spunk 
out.'' 

"  Never  doubt  me,  sir — I  have  been  bred  and 
bom  in  his  Lordship's  service,  as  my  father  was 
in  his  father's,  so  I  may  be  tra3ted ;  and  I  never 
speaks  of  any  body's  consequences,  but  oi4y  minds 
my  own  servilude.'' 

'^  I  luid  a  notion  ithat  ye  were  a  prudent  lad,"*^ 
said  Wylie ;  "  what  do  they  ca'  you  ?" 

^^  My  nanie,  air,  is  SnafiSe— ^Jack  Snaffle." 

<^  Weel,  Jodc,  It hae. great.dependence  on  your 
sagacity,  and  there'si  a  sixpence  to  you  for  %  phap- 
pin  o'  strong  yill,  till  I  come  back.  But  mii^d, 
and  diana  aay  .ony  thing  in  the  tap-room,  when 
ye're  drinking  and  .sm<4dng  your,  pipe  wi'  ithers, 
nsaemt  my  coming  to  speir  the  price  o'  growing 
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trees  in  this  neighbourhood — and  noo  that  I  hae 
better  thought  orft,  ye  needna  let  on  about  my 
coming  from  the  Hall  at  a\  but  pass  me  off  as  a 
by-hand  job." 

The  coachman  being  thus  set  upon  a  wrong 
scent,  supposed  that  Andrew  had  some  interest 
in  the  sale  of  the  timber  then  felling  at  Chasting- 
ton ;  for,  not  belonging  to  the  establishment  of 
Sandyford-house,  in  London,  he  knew  little  of 
the  domestic  concerns  of  the  family,  and  nothing 
whatever  of  the  footing  on  which  our  hero  was 
treated  by  his  master. 

Having  in  this  manner  got  himself  extricated 
from  the  embarrassment  of  the  carnage,  Andrew 
Walked  forward  to  the  Rose  and  Crown  alone, 
and,  upon  his  arrival,  instead  of  going  inta  the 
house,  went  to  the  tap,  and  c»rdered  bveakfiut. 

Among  the  waiters,  hostlers,  and  post-boys, 
several  labourers  were  ass^nbled,  and  the  burthen 
of  the  ccmvefsation  among  th^si  was  the  ruin  of 
Ferrers,  inlerspi^rsed  with  cMjectures  as  to  the 
cause  of  his  late  strange  visit  to  the  Castle,  and 
observati^ms  on  the  extravagance  of  his  behaviour. 
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The  mhject  wa»  mli^ic^g  to  Andrew,  m^  it 
h^(Qiu«e  pftrti^uliM^ly  ao,  vn  contsequeaqe  c^  on^  pf 
the  wi>Uer#  reip^r^pg^  thut  the  l44y>  chiW,  « 
they  called  Monimia,  the  orphan,  was  ea^eeedingly 
like  him.  This  observiuian  was  not^  however^  al- 
togedie?  4^trib^t4hb  to  the  disc^rmoent  of  the 
wwt^r;  for  itpeems  th^  Elowoe  had*  in  ^ 
oapcursiw  with  her  I^ady,  more  thjwi  hipted  to^ 
one  of  the  diamhermajid^^  thi^t  sbj^  Aovi^i  not 
he  mriH^ifed  if  the  unknown  hfidy  vr^  Mx^  Fer- 
rer^'  d4^;vhter»  for  it  wa^  «a  like  him  aa  a  kil^ 
t^i  to  a  cat ;  and  the  chamhennidd  had  &e^ 

queinly  eq^^ssed  bier  admva^w  of  the  tesem- 
htoieet  ui^  i^  veiy  generid  pea^iMfiim  f^the 
fjiel  was  entertained  among  all  ^  eerv  wts  of  <lie 
hotifie* 

It  ia  certainly  vmk  to  be  regretted,  that  people 
do  nfit  always  aet  with  tile  meat  p«9i^  reason  and 
good  sense.  Biittf  th^did(io,d)a^w<mldbean 
end  to  every  tlm^  y^nantie  in  1^ ;  and^w^re^.^ 
perhaps,  k  ia  aa  w^  aftet  aU,  that  ^liareis  aliido 
My  m  the  wodd,  a  blessing  whi^  we  sometimea 
was  bestowed  to  pfodnee  aitmfesM«M«   The^ 
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refleeCbns  <m  l3ie  LadyV  dnld,  and  its  reeem- 
fafamce  to  Ferrers,  had  the  dhtx  ef  inAidbg^or 
hero  to  ehsi^  hk  oiighial  mMition  of  siftb^  thd 
mpietf  at  Castle-Rooksboroogfa,  and  to  adopt 
another,  calculated,  as  he  thought,  to  brii^  the 
business  to  a  more  speedy  conclusion ;  and  assu- 
redly it  would  have  done  so,  had  there  not  been 
other  causes  at  work,  the  force  and  effect  of  which 
he  could  neither  counteract  nor  foresee. 

The  construction  that  he  put  upon  the  unfor- 
tunate manner  in  which  the  orphan  was  men- 
tioned, namely,  *^  the  Lady'^s  child,^  led  him  to 
conclude  that  the  real  circumstances  of  its  birth 
were  not  to  be  ascertained  at  that  place,  and  he, 
resolved  to  proceed  directly  to  Elderbower,  and 
have  an  explanation  with  Lady  Sandyford  her- 
seE 

This  determination  undoubtedly  originated  in 
motives  of  delicacy  towards  her  Ladyship ;  f<Hr 
the  coarse  remarks  of  the  perscms  around  him^ 
with  respect  to  the  unfortunate  Ferrers,  had  the 
effect  to  make  Mm  foel  an  extreme  repugnance  to 
enter  into  any  conversation  with  them.    He  ac- 
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cordingly  sent  a  messenger  to  the  inn  where  he 
had  left  the  carriage,  to  order  it  back  to  Chast- 
ington-hall,  and  when  the  London  coach  came  up, 
he  mounted  the  roof,  and  was  conveyed  to  Elder- 
bower. 
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AT  FAULT. 


r. 


OuB,  hero  reaciied  the  manmii  of  the  Dowager 
about  an  hour  too  Uite.  Flounce,  in  obedience 
to  the  summons  of  her  mistress,  had  quitted  the 
house  and  gone  to  join  her  at  Buridand  Abbey ; 
whence,  as  we  have  related,  they  proceeded  toiBii^ 
tonsbeild  Castle.  The  servants  were  stiH  in  all 
the  quandary  and  agitation  whidi  belonged,  among 
Aem,  to  the  unexpected  and  m^xjdained  nature  of 
diat  event.  And  Andrew,  on  inquiring  at 'the 
gate  for  the  Countess,  was  informed  that  they 
knew  nodung  'Of  her.  This  intdUdgenioe  nu^tified 
him  exceedingly ;  and  he  stood  for  some  time  in  a 
staile  of  stiq^efiioiion,  occasioned  by*  die  repulsive 
tone  in  whidi  it  was  givai.  He^  howfever,  soon 
rallied,  and  endeavoured  to  enter  inlo  converse- 


• 
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tion  with  John  Lunchecm,  the  footnum,  who  had 
aBBW^!ed  the  gate  bell  v  but  his  qaestions  were  so 
gruffly  dismissed,  that  he  was  utterly  at  a  loss  how 
to  proceed.  At  last  he  mustered  self-possesrion 
enough  to  say,  ^^  I  have  come  from  my  Lord  at 
Chastington-hall  on  mosl  {Wttfular  business  with 
my  Leddy ;  but  really  what  ye  say  is  v^  con- 
^       founding.*^ 

Upon  hearing  this,  John  gave  him  immediate 
admHaace,  and  condiMted  faim  lo  Miti^^IMcy. 

^  WlMt'a  a' this  amang  jrau  r  said  ]^  lahflr  «k 
soon  aa  the  fbotman  had  kft  dierosm.  ^  WboprV 
Lad^  gan^^rftt^  er  that  gkikit  datHw.  otmipi 
Fionnoe,  her  maideii  ?  I  wenkl  ftm  set  tlHrtaM 
09r  the  tfOlher.^ 

<^  Aa  ^  t)HKl,''repIied  the  deoevotta  htmrnkoifm^ 
^^itisiittpossiMetDgkeyttuanyftlisAielEiM.  TIM 
day^  bsfove  yeslevday,  the  Coulitts^  as  I  mmtoott^^ 
tinue  to  call  her  iiU  my  Itesd  inBttacta  ua  to  ike 
ooMtnvy,  hft  tUa  vk  a  post-chaiae  idome  fcr  Clia»»' 
tingto»iiaiL'^ 

>^  l!^'a  no  to  be  erodited,'' oriad  AjrfbM,  f«^ 
tiifiad  aa  Ae  news ;  ^<  Ibr  I  kft  iti  tUa  nKomag^ 
and  the  waana  diaie.^  ' 

^^  Ah,  well  we  know  tiiat,^  said  Mrs  Polisher ; 
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^  dieivtet  but  two  stages,  where,  ftigai^g  to  be  in- 
diqpMed,;  ibe  slopped ;  wd  nest  mqkmi^;  tbe  Al- 
low IPmsMOk  cttMlft  iheiim  wliere  abe  dm  wis."" 
Andrew  dreiwm  lusfaresftb,  «a  if  he  bod  boeir 

instniBMit,  Olid  tbfin  8»ye  Ik  bmg  and  deep  jRiff  ef 
hta.bveolby  oa  if  inwaidly  suffering  the  greatest 
co»p<«efll  anguish. 

^  XImb*^  ooBtiaiUxl  the  iKwino  VeinwTi  ^^  sudi  & 
tcagieal  aeene  took  i^alce^  on  her  Stepping  kita  die 
osnioge  aft«?  bidc^  Mr  FeaEron  £MreweU,  as  ne- 
i«  waa  witniess^d.  Ske  ivntod  celd  dead,  and  he 
nmoff  in  «,  staid  of  distraotion^  and  sometbbk 
be  has  jaade  aprogr  with  htmseUl'' 

^^  ABi  this,^  said  our  hero,  ^  is  most  ptodigioQS  ; 
be*  Iww  eoMe  yo«  to  hear  so  ttaay  particahss  P 

'^  WlqF»  the  ftet  canMt  be  questioned^'' eseiainw 
ed  lyfaa  Pdiisber  a  little  shaandy«  at  hearinr  anv 
abide  o£  do«bt  cast  on  her  infamatioiL  <<  Mr 
Seri&aal  himself  happened  to  come  iq»  to  tbe  inn 
door  et  the  critical  moment;  and  on  sessng  what 
took  plaes^  d^q^  q^  la  bis  horae,  and  gallop- 
pod  %ad(  to  QutttaigtiniJiall,  to  iirfbarm 
ter  of  this  most  scanldoiis  disoonrery*^ 
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"  But  how  did  you  hear  it  ? — ^Who  gmllopped 
here  with  this  black  story  ? — Thaf  s  what  I  widi 
to  know,'*^  said  Andrew  in  a  peevidh  aecent,  dis^ 
tressed,  and  almost  wigry,  he  knew  not  why. 

f^  Oh  !^  cried  the  housekeeper,  ^^  ill  tidings  are. 
£su8t  travellers.  The  chaise  which  her  Ladyship 
had  ordered  f<^  Chastington  before  die  was  detects 
ed  by  Mr  Servinal,  as  sooa  as  her  fellow  was  cff, 
knowing  it  was  all  over  with  her  character,  she  or^ 
dered  round  to  Burisland  Abbey,  where  she  now 
is ;  and  ha*  dippery  nymph.  Flounce,  has  gone 
there  with  thar  bags  and  baggage.  Thvpogt^ 
boys  who  drove  her  told  the  whole  story  tb^  die 
Avonsides,  and  the  groom,  who  came  to  fetdi 
Flounce,  told  our  m&a ;  so  thci*e  is  no  dubious 
possibility  in  the  matter.  The  only  thing  ^t  hiad 
consternated  me  in  the  business  is,  how  our  Lady 
Sandyferd  was  so  blind  as  liot  to  see  through*  the 
craftiness  of  the  j^ot  But  I  take  great  Uame  to. 
myself  for  conoeating  firom  her.  what  everybodyJn 
the  house  knew  so  w^'' 

'^  And  what  was  that  ?^  inquired  Andrew  sor*. 
rowfutty,  ipute  overcome  to  find  his  good  (^mnim. 
of  the  Countess  sonxtteriy^^>leeked. 
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<<  The  diikU-The  two  goocUfoMioAingB  had 
not  been  hesre  above  three  or  four  days  till  I  fisund 
all  out-^^ere  the  brat  was  at  nurse,  and  what 
beautiAd  clothes  were  so  duidestm^  sent  to  it,^ 
smd  Mrs  Pdisher ;  adding,  in  a  tone  of  exidti^ 
tion  at  having  so  completely  established  what  she 
deemed  the  lanj^,  ^^  And  the  creature  Flounce^ 
in  her  hurry,^  baa  left  brii^d,  a  portrait  of  Fenrers, 
v^oh  w^  all  know,  for  we  have  seen  him  often. 
I  have  it,  and  w4Il  ddiver  it  to  my  L<Nrd.^ 

*^  Weel,^  ^acolaied  Andreit,  with  »  sigh,  ^^  I 
have  come  a  gowk^s  errand ;  and  what  am  Itod» 

At  first  an  indeseribiible  impolse  of  ^mpasislon^ 
mterest^  and  eittiosity,  prtmvpfed  him  to  vkat  the 
Coyntess  at  BarMand  Abbey  ;  foir  Mill,  but  it 
wad  dnly  for  a  moment^  he  thot^ht  thei«  might  ht 
sMse  misMlpe^iB  the  sMry-;  but  die  tisitoeUtf  efav. 
aiBMtatices'  w«8  so-strM^  that  he  conld  notireu^ 
gist  it ;  and  healmoee  inkimtty  rcM'^ed  to  return 
without  dday  t6  Chiaertingteo-htil,  in  order  to  as- 
certain Ai^  wh^te  Extent  of  the  derogatory  disoo-- 
v^  wUeh  he  wae^Ie^  10  brieve  l^erv^ial  had* 
n^e.    On  quittteg  iSfl^Ebew^^  hoover;  he  re- 
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letrioes  ooiiU no  kuager  beof  any 
uie  to  dio  Earl ;  and  tkaft  imder  die  dkagmeiUe 
cifoaiQfllsiicM  vUdi  lifid  come  te  Ugbly  it  wtuUL 

cwdioglXf  be  pio«oeded  8tni|^  to  the  NagV 
head^vbere  be  eogegedupkee  ki  tbe-LoadoA 
coaok*  and  wsote  a  hoei  but  diaKaoteriatiic  ]iele4i» 
the  £ad«  to  Idbe  effiBCl*  that*  ftwIkMC  be  bid  ly^n 
aU  ift  the  WM^Eig,  be  oe«ild  do  no  bell«r  ihan^ft^ 
b<nne to Mv Velhm^^ w^ \  hie en^eowanletieit 
bmg  tbat.be  bad  hMn  actuated  by  the  beHt  m- 
te&tioiis. 

When  his  Loidship  reeeiYed  tim  note^  be;eaad 
itt  eT»  i^evevd  tupet.  He  r^seoi^red  iImMi  4ieLiii<- 
fiMcnieliiai  wbic^  Apdtfyw  had  obtained  TOe;si;im>»^ 
am  with  the  diacoireiy  that  SmmA  Imdmifp^^ 
aed  he  had  leade «  aiid.bg  hud  nff  dtwilrt  thatk.Timft 
perieedytiwyi»drft^weptjiiwtiaitbiiri^^ 
afwted^  hpi^eircvy  .te  ^eek  ef  iteli»  hia  miher 
1^^»  and  he.iHnMe4  the  ddiei^  wbi^.dk^ir' 
t^.Aiido^'&le^cca)idi)e0ehtfjb9i  to  xetufndiffe^ 
lytf>X»o»deii;  botabeaeeniaaFt^faefoujideSeAk. 
wUiehiithadfrodMedyapA  tr^pibled  for  the  em^. 
8ci«aeiiqa%  ^  nkhefitf^;hftfl«ip^E^fejaetbfagr 


AT  FAin.T«  6S. 

coold'diieBm  tiMit  these  wm  a  8^&e«9ftiM  aJMml^ 
bm  iM  WM  wliffttygt  Taninioe  iviA  tbe  e^qr  m 
W«lK)et#dfi  iNi4fKyi^^mditMM,wlieafa0#eemedtO' 
W  «»ly  raidH^  III  Ae  liib^  Ae.obterv^  1^ 
to  wm^dnsr  Y$KmiAf  iwnd  tibe  fooas,  and  n  ta«r 
^eop  iqicm  tbe  uimotaoed  |Mge.  M&fe  thttn  cmce 
she  bq^  to  speak  with  hhn  on  the  sulgeei  of  Un 
concealed  sorrow,  but  he  either  brdce  away  from 
ber  abruptly,  or  excUumed)  with  a  sharp  acceut  of 
vezatioii,  ^^  For  Heaven^s  sake,  spare  me ;  I  can- 
not endure  to  thmk  of  what  has  passed  I*** 

One  afternoon  he  seemed  to  have  recovered  his 
wilted  seroaity,  but  there  was  a  tone  of  solemnity 
and  sadness  in  his  roice  winch  filled  the  maternal 
breast  of  the  Dowager  with  boding  imd  dread ; 
and  when,  in  the  course  of  the  erening^  he  happen- 
ed inddentaHy  to  remark  that  he  considered  him- 
self as  die  cause  of  his  wife^s  ruin,  she  was  struck 
wiihafeeling  of  horror  and  alarm;  espedaUy  when, 
in  att^npting  to  palliate  the  reflecd<m  that  dicta- 
ted this  sentiment,  dbe  hinted  at  the  selfish  dispo- 
sition which  the  Countess  had  always  dhewn.  ^Do 
n<M  Uame  her^^  he  eatdaimed;  **  I  was  a  fixdnot 
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to  have  seen  her  true  character  from  the  begin- 
ning. I  know  not  why  I  was  so  besotted  as  to  be- 
lieve, that  under  her  artificial  manners  I  saw  the 
latent  principles  and  essence  <^  worth,  and  virtues, 
and  sen8ibiIities.*^Heavens,  what  &  wretch  I  have 
bMn,  if  1^  did  indeed  possess  any  such  qualities  r 
And  rising  from  his  seat,  he  rudied  wildly  out  of 
the  room. 


r'.i 
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A  SCIENTIFIC  BAEONET. 


Fob  some  time  after  the  Eiurl  of  Sandyfi»rd^s 
departure  from  London,  his  friend  Mordaunt  re- 
mained anxious  jEUQct  indecisive  respecting  his  own 
matrimonial  concerns.  The  Baronet  stOl  so  strictly 
adhered  to  his  determinaticm,  that  JuMia  should 
marry  Birchland,  that  it  was  found  alike  imprac- 
tioable  to  work  upon  his  feelings  or  his  reason. 
He  had  given  his  word,  and  that  pledge  he  was 
reserved  to  redeem. 

Having  exhausted  every  other  resource  of  in- 
fluence and  persuasion,  Mordaunt  at  last  recol- 
lected what  the  Earl  said  to  him  abotit  our  hero, 
whose  address  and  sagacity  had  indeed  left  a 
favourable  impression  ^on  his  own  mind.     But 
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there  was  something  in  the  appearance  of  Andrew 
notaltogeliiar  satisfactoiy  to  theprideof  Mordannt ; 
and  aldioagh  he  was  inclined  to  consult  him,  he 
ctid  not  very  clearly  perceive  in  what  manner  his 
services  could  be  rendered  available. 

However,  soon  aft^  Andrew^s  return  to  Lon- 
don, having  sent  for  him  to  Inreakfast,  in  iyrder 
to  inquire  reinfecting  the  unfortunate  situation  of 
Lord  and  Lady  Sandyford,  in  the  course  of  their 
ooomtm^Am  he  several  times  became  tlioughtful, 
foai  aUiidied  inadverlently  to  his  own  matrimonial 
piospects,  with  doubt  and  ansiieiy.  This,  fn  one 
iuttMei  was  so  particular,  that  our  hero  coiold 
not  fadp  rcmaridmg  that  he  seined  larouUed-;  and 
fs^m  <we  thing  to  a]io^ier»  M^irdaunt  «t  last  open^ 
ed  his  mind,  desmblng  the  paE]^exity  arinng  ft^n 
the  intractable  charact^  of  ^  Thomas  Beaiw 
champ ;  at  the  same  time  expresdo^  \m  regret, 
tha4;  the  drcumstanoes  of  Lord  SiAdylbrd  should 
have  be^  sudi  as  to  deprive  him  of  his  powerful 
assiitaacei  to  influence,  tf  poedhle,  the  patemiA  •' 
feeling  of  the  l^ffonet. 

Andrew  sut  for  some  time  ntoftt;  ai  last  he 
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this  faAmii ;  ^  furoly,  if  tbe  l(i4  and  tbe  Imi 
are  b^di  vi)))^  ^y  miy  ^oqul  ooate  tlifigKldlM*^^ 
<^  Butr  i^ed  McordAw^  ^^  th^fe  are  two 
things  to  be  conffidear^d ;  fir^tf  tbe  oUigiMton  wUdli 
Sir  Thomas  conceives  he  is  under  to  BirfiUandt 

ii«4  ^I^^  Befi^^dMipp'fi  fw^  If  iibe  ivifliTy  with- 
(mt  h^  ikth^K'M  <;oAsei^)  X  im  pfirawdetd  lie  wiU 
cut  her  off  with  a  diiUillg."* 

^  "  It  would  be  v^fy  dme  o*  the  iwUr  etri, 
were  he  to  do  the  like  o^  tib«t  But. us  foK  hh 
pmniQe,  tbfif  f  but  wipd  e'  Ae  lA^utbi  and  breath 
o"  thenwtKJl-  The  siUef)  however,  is  a  dfiovfl. 
I%a  thinUbg  thitt  n  fa^^uieV  no  to  be  nadf^eTen 
Iq^  mktxiinKniy#  without  trouUk.  Bi«t  o^  to  misoe 
the  matter,  what  does  the  leddy  hersd  say  ?  WiB 
eho.iin  awa  wi'  you  P'* 

M^wbMQit  ]mi^M^  and  reddled,  the  ease  was 
not  io  despem^. 

:^.  Toot,  toot  r  exeWmed  Andrew ;  ^^  ye  km 
vera  wedi  tbM^  Tdidn*  mean  that  idie  waa  to  gat^ 
hpj  siridling  on  a  horse,  wi'  you  in  a  pock  befiire 
h^,  Uk0  a  cadger  i9¥  a  smuteled  bpg  o'  bcandyt 
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or  a  butcher  wi'  a  calf  firae  tne  fair.  But  to  speak 

proper  English,  if  we  maun  be  on  oilr  prejincks, 

'  .  .         ... 

win  you  an'  her  baith  rin  awa  thegither  ?^ 

"  No,''  replied  Mordaunt ;  "  that  is  the  diffi- 
culty. She  will  not  consent  to  take  any  such  dii^ 
graceful  step." 

'  ^  Fm  thinking  then,  sir,  that  you  should  strain 
a  p(^it  to  get  her ;  for  an  that's  her  mind,  shcTU 
mak  you  a  vera  decent  wife."** 

<^  Weil,"  cried  Mbrdaunt ;  ^  but  how  is  the 
poiilt  to  be  strained  ?" 

^  rn  gsaig  and  speak  to  Sir  Thomas,"  said 
Andrew.  ^*  I  would  hear  what  he  has  to  say  anem 
die  mabter;  Let  me  ken  l^e  rights  o'  die  case 
first,  httA  then  aiblins  it  may  be  in  my  capacity  to 
help  you."  ' 

"  Depend  upon't,  Mr  Wylie,"  said  Mordaunt, 
*^  that  any  interference  of  a  sirangier  with  Sir 
Thomas  will  only  make  matters  worse.  He's  u 
dicorotq^h  seK-willed  round-head,  and  can  only  be 
dedt  with  by  fetting  him  have  his  own  way." 

"  If  lie  thinks  he  has  it,  won*t  that  do  as  weel, 
sir?— Mr  Mordaunt,  an  ye  put  your  concerns 
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into  my  hands,  ye  maun  just  let  me  tak  my  ain 
gait,  or  1^11  only  ravel  them  by  my  m^ddliipig.  Is 
Sir  Thomas  at  hame,  think  ye,  even  noo  ?^ 

''  Surely,^  exclaimed  Mordaunt,  in  a  tme  of 
alarm,  ^^  you  would  not  rush  to^him  at  once  on  the 
busings  P^ 

''  Ilpma..  £i^  your  head  about  my  wftys  and 
means,  &^.  Ar^  na^  ye  wud  for  your  wedding  ? 
what  for  would  ye  put  obstacles  and  delays  to  your, 
ain  i^e^s^e  ?  11}  go  to  him  outright ;  so  just  sit 
ye  whar  ye  are  till  I  come  back,  It^s  easi^  to 
exj^nise  an  ill  deed,  than  to  gie  satis&ctory  reasons 
b)^rehand  for  the  doing  o""  a  good  one.  Thc^re- 
fore,  Mr  M<^dftunt»  sit  still ;  ai^'  if  ye  hae  nae  other 
playock,  try  if  ye  can  persuade  ^e  cat  to  stand  on 
her  hind  legs  idll  I  come  bac^^ — ^And  in  sayu^ 
thei^  wonis^  oyxx  hero^with  ia  smirking  j^d,T^hi^£ed 
out  of  the  ropin^  leaving  Mor^^uiflit  /eqiu^  ast^ 
nished  at  jbis  hunjoiu:  and  fa^iiliarity-— distrusting 
his  prudence?  ^hile  he  iKhniredhi^;  promptitude. 

An^rpw  went  directly  to  Sir.  ^b^mfMs^s ;  and, 
on  tbf;. servant  telling  the  Baronet  t^at.a  youi^ 
man  desired  to  speak  witb  him  on  yery  particular 
bufioie^s^  \xt  ^t  once  obtained  an  audience,    j 

10 
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Sit  TkitttMMm^  ft  laH^  )M6agife^  hUld-fin^itted 

He  had  ttttle<tf  Aie  geMtvA  a{K|»«^«oeof  ft  eoitti« 
tty  gf»tiieinftti^  esceept  in  t^  flhdAMss  of  ktoxxmi. 
j^iexkm;  iadeed,  he  hftd  imet  ttateA  tnuch  Ibr 
field  sports,  nor  for  those  land  of  exercised,  ti^te^ 
ttribmoTf  tft  itM  heaity  ^Mmnf&im^  dMfptilency^ 
vhieh  U  caittmofAf  d^etned  A«  ittest  reMaAMHe 
cluMetetiBtic  of  i&e  t^gtdftt  uMiiibdrs  0f  ft-  CDUiit^ 
^foffdn.  The  BscfiAiet,  in  fiicti  Wai,-lii  his  oitii 
dpiiacm,  ft  Hum  ^  sdenee  i  but  wheAer  he  ex* 
edled  most  in  botany,  medtaottCfir,  efaemistiiy,  ftft^ 
tnmomy,  mathematics,  eir  metaphysics,  he  hftd 
never  ftseertiatned,  halving  n^  nd^gMMNM  irho  tm^ 
del  stood  even  Ae  meaning  cf  Ae  tsymsi  But 
imdMdbiiedly*  his  prefideney  must  hn^ve^b^en  v^ 
^ttfftordifflEty  ('  for  he  had  se^^mil  fkam  Mad  lA 
Ae  books  in  hb  Minwry  irhkli  rdtsftftd  to  tii(te# 
setenMr,  ftmountii^  to  neariy  ft  hnndrod  vokattees 
part  of  ihe  collection  of  his  maternal  anceoiery  Si* 
Gfopingwit,  who  flourished  in  the  Angustftft  rdgn 
of  Qooaa  Anne,«>HMi  Sir  Thomas  often  said  c^ 
Mm^  ^  A  most  learned  man,  having  besit  one  at 
the  cont^npcnraries  criT  ihe  great  Sir  iMae  Ker^^ 
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tm.''-~To  tins  eelkstion,  the  Bttconet  Utiuelf  had 
made  no  additions;  jnd]ciou8]y  observing,  vhen 
any  new  bodk  reUtive  to  his  prirate  studies  was 
accidentally  mentioned^  ^^  Those  that  dsink  at 
the  fountain-head  can  never  relish  the  waters  of 
the  polluted  stream.^  And  then  he  w»s  wont  to 
spout  with  a  soundii^  v<noe^  and  a  most  Ingiad 
emphasis,  both  of  look  and  gesture,  the  following 
verses  firom  Chaucer :— - 

'^  Out  of  the  old  fiddes^  as  man  Bsith> 
Comeih  the  new  com  fto  yetr  to  year ; 
And  out  of  old  books^  in  good  faiths 
Cometh  all  new  sdenoe^  that  men  lere." 

His  &vourite  passage,  however^  firom  the  poets, 
was  the  opening  to  Young^s  Night  Thouj^ts, 
which  he  repeated  sometimes  on  a  Sunday  even- 
ing to  his  jrister  Miss  Lucretia,  with  so  much  slow 
solemnity,  that  sleep,  in  propria  persona^  gene- 
rally paid  her  a  visit  before  he  got  to  the  cadence  (tf 

^'  Lights  on  lids  unsullied  with  a  tear." 

At  the  close  of  which,  he  was  wont  to  give  an  aw- 
ftil  stroke  on  the  table,  as  with  the  melancholious 
hand  of  Fate ;  and  Miss  Lucretia  as  regularly  then 
awoke,  and  said,  ^^  Brother,  what's  the  clock  ?^ 
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To  this  he  as  regularly  replied,  with  a  smile  of 
compaasipn. 


''  We  take  no  note  of  time. 

To  give  it  then  a  tongue  was  wise  in  man. 


»> 


But  lifting  his  watch  from  the  table  at  his  elbow, 
he  subjoined,  ^'  Bing  icft  tea.*^ 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


A  BEMONSTBAKCE. 


Andreit,  when  shewn  into  the  Baronet^s  par- 
lour, was  rather  startled  at  his  appearance.  Sir 
Thomas  was  reading  in  an  arm-chair,  with  his  feet 
on  the  fender ;  his  clothes  had  been  hastily  hud« 
died  on — a  condition  that  cotdd  not  be  altogether 
fiurly  attribated  to  having  hurriedly  dressed  him- 
self  on  aceonnt  of  the  sharpness  of  the  weather, 
for  in  all  seasons  he  breakfisMsted  in  that  state,  and 
sat  till  about  twelve  o^clocL  His  stockings  w^*e 
loose,  his. knees  unbuttoned.  Ins  neckcloth  untied, 
and  a  slovenly  grey  duffle  moming-coat  careless- 
ly invested  the  goiarality  of  his  figure ;  while  «n 
old  for  c^  had  succeeded  his  night-cap,  alid  was 
desl^o^  when^the  sun  passed  the  ^meridian,  to  be 
sofplanted  in  its  turn  by  a  wig.  ^  ^ 
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*^  Well,  friend,''  said  he  to  Andrew,  looking 
over  his  shoulder  as  he  entered  the  room,  "  what 
are  your  commands  ?" 

"  I  hae  something  that  I  would  say  to  you,"  re- 
plied our  hero ;  and  he  glanced  at  the  venerable 
Miss  Xucretia,  who  was  sitting  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  fire,  busily  employed  in  examining  the 
weekly  bills  of  the  family.  This  look,  if  Sir  Tho- 
mas had  observed  it,  was  meant  to  intimate  a  wish 
that  the  lady  rm^t  be  rnfoestedr  to  ^mmr  t&em 
widi  b«f  absence;  bntk  was  mmoticiHi,  and  An- 
df  ew  cottdnaed,,  '^  I  believe,  sh^  ye  has  scone  ac-' 
qumntaEBoe  widt  Mr  Mevd«imtv^ 

^  I  know  the  gcntknms,"  lepBitA  the  Bftvotvet, 
clos^ig  t^  book,^andJookihgfr<»iixiicfer  his  fi^pee- 
tades  n»  if  he  expested  something  ^bMecestii^. 

<^  He's  a  wottl^  gBndeman,"  said  Andrew,  **  atid 
I  «m  sure  has  a  great  respee  fbr  you,  and  woiiHI 
db  my  iMng  to  ob^e  yon  in  Ioh  power." 

<^  Hem  r  ejacufarted  the  Banm^ ;  and  Miss  L«t- 
oretia  looked  askance  from  her  household  Mfts  tok 
wards  the  sfy  advocate.  <^  Bat  what's  the  d^ef 
aS  tfaiS)  young  mm  ?"  aquiied  Sfa*  Thomasy  hyp- 
ing his  book  on  theiaUcji  and  taking  off  M»4qp<e* 
tacles. 


^  Nodnng  paideukF,  Sir  Thomas ;  but  only  as 
hft!9  a  good  fieieii^  1k>  me,  I  wish  him  weel,  andt 
would  fain  hope  t&ai  things  are  no  past  remedy 
betwecfir  hkn  and  yeu ;  &r  if  thai^s  the  case,  he^s 
a  ^M  di€k-<-*a  d^ad  mitli,  as  the  wpog  is,  and  I 
d#dbfc  has  (featlMll  will  lie  al  your  door,  Sir  Tho- 
maa.*^ 

The  Baronet  looked  iff  some  degree  of  amaze- 
ment; and  'Mki^  Lueret^  in  her  turn,  glanced 
her  iopufiitiy^  eye&  first  at  ottr  hero,  and  then  on 
h^.bradier« 

Andrew  saw  tb^  aiiidel^,  and  concluded  that 
Sir.  Thomas  meant  to  idgitify  he  thought  him  in- 
sane, for  he  observed  him  toildbing  his-  fbreliead  as 
he  o<Z[iilaiiy  rspMed  to  Mlis  Lu^dtia^s  ocular  jii« 
terrogatioK.  J^weaira-^iioii^dilsconcerted,  he  intre- 
pidly eontiDkLedy  ^^  Ihitrrm  fifitire,  Sir  Thomas,  that 
it^s  no  ift  yoib*  native  tt>f  hum  the  hair  o^  a  dbg, 
fat  less  ar  gentbmatt  thEkO  bas  ai^  gi^ettt  r^^  ht' 
yod  and  i^yront  fam%  ;^  esp^^lally  fibr  your  dbch- 

JMBtoi  Lneredii  atMunli^tted  tHe^  investigation  of 
hen  bilH  a^y*  piuii^jgt  bftkk'  hei^  chair  &6tti  tHc 
tabk^  gat  kiiqN^|jM^MI»tf il»k^iit;  TheBattmetV 
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under-lip  fell  down,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to 
say  whether  his  eyes  or  mouth  most  strongly  ex« 
pressed  the  wondering  of  his  spirit. 

^^  Ye  maunna  be  surprised,  Sir  Thomas,  at 
what  I^m  iSaying,  for  it''s  a  truth  that  Mr  Mor- 
daunt^s  in  a  state  of  greiU  distress  o^  mind,  md 
he's  my  friend,  and  I  canna  but  try  to  serve  him. 
But  he  says,  Sir  Thomas,  youVe  such  a  man  of 
your  word,  that  I  have  jk6  hope  ye'U  ever  consent 
to  give  him  your  dochter.  To  that,  however, 
sir,  I  answered,  that  surely  ye  were  a  rational  man, 
and  would  hearken  to  rationality*^ 

What's  your  name  ?^  inquired  the  Baronet. 

My  name's  Andrew  Wylife."" 
^^  And  did  Mr  Motdaimt  send  you  to  speak  on 
the  subject  to  me  ?*'  resumed  Sir  Thomas. 

.  ^^  No,  sir ;  he  was  confotmded  when  I  offered  to 
come;  but  better  to  hae  a  fing^  off  than  ay  ach^ 
ing.  There  was  nae  need  that  he  should  pine 
ony  langer  in  pain,  or  you.  Sir  Thomas,  Eve  in 
anxiety,  lest  Miss  Julia  and  him  should  rin  awa* 
to  Gretna-Green ;  for  the  sic  like  has  been  before. 
I'm  sure  this  sensible  leddy  here  ketis  that  ye're 
running  a  dreadful  risk  of  an  eky)?ement.^ 


<( 
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I  know  nothing  about  it,^  exclaimed  Miss 
Lucretia,  with  an  indignant  snort. 

^  Nae  offence,  madam,  I  hope,^  replied  An- 
drew ;  "  but  I'm  vera  sure  ye  wouldna,  ony  mair 
than  Sir  Thomas  himsd,  like  to  see  Miss  Julia 
and  Mr  Mordaunt  jehuing  awa'  in  a  chaise  and 
£bur,  and  you  and  her  fiither  flying  like  twa  des- 
perate tigers  after  them,  and  no  able  to  catch 
them.'' 

•*  Why,  friend,"  said  the  Baronet,  '^  this  seems 
to  be  a  very  singular  interference  on  your  part— 
I  don't  imderstand  it.  How  came  Mr  Mordaunt 
to  consult  you  in  an  affair  of  this  sort  ?" 

*'  Ye  wouldna.  Sir  Thomas,  hae  me  to  be  my 
ain  tiiunpeter  ?"  replied  our  hero,  significantly. 

^<  Then,  to  put  an  end  to  the  business  at  once, 
my  word  is  pledged  to  Mr  Birchland." 

^<  So  Mr  Mordaunt  said.  But  ye  maun  just 
break  your  word,  Sir  Thcnnas,  for  a  broken  word's 
naething  to  a  broken  heart." 

^^  I  tell  you,  friend,  that  I  will  hear  nothing 
farther  on  this  subject,"  replied  the  Baronet 

^  Well  hae  twa  words  about  that.  Sir  Thomas. 
I  dinna  think  noo.  Baronet,  that  ye're  just  such 
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a  contumacipiAs  nun  4U(  to  be  out  o^  tb^  neaeh  o"* 
reason  a^  thegither,  or  I  wouldna  $pesk  to  yoa  as 
I  do,  but  help  the  Ud  a«dla$6  to  be  man  and  wife 
wi'  a^  e^qtedient  aUIity.  Tb^^re,  Sir  TbOTtuus, 
ye  fnaun  coxisidi^  this  matter  inttb  a  co<d  and  a 
jsound  mind,  an  ye  bae  ony  pret^PMHoos  to  gum- 
i^on  at  a^ ;  for  it^6  no  past  the  boupds  ^^  probalm- 
lity  tbat  some  momiaig  or  lai^  ye  m^  rastt'  aikd 
ring  for  your  dochter,  whiskit  aira^  wi^  theXTflber- 
lunzie,  an  ye  continue  in  this  oontrarie  disposi- 
tion.'' 

^^  Does  Mordauntmean  to  foroe  me  ia  tbia  man- 
ner to  give  my  consent  ?^  sMd  the  Balr<met>  «»- 

grily.  '  ' 

"  Tm  sure,"  replied  Andrew,  **  th»t  I  aee  jtae 

forcing  d)0ut  it   But  if  ye  will  gar  your  doehter 

marry  a  man  sbe  doesna  lii^,  what  ooi^^Smi  wHl 

ye  get  frae  your  dure  word  of  honour,  Bta  ye  hear, 

in  less  than  a  week  after  the  wedding,  a'  the  \dig 

wigs  o'  Doctors'  Commons  ia  ft  ammiotion;?^ 

<^  The  insinuation  is  insulting  to  my  daughter's 
honour  and  principles !"  exdamed  the  BaiXHMt, 
wrathfully. 

^^  Vera  true ;  but,  Sir  Thomas,  ye  fcai  mar- 
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adages  are  made  in  heannoi,  and  it^s  plabily  ardain^t 
iimt  Mias  Jidia  and  Mr  Mordaunt  were  trysted 
there  by  dbeir  nnxtuAl  aflfection ;  and  yeVe  fighting 
tigsuast  the  Jawfi  o^  G>od  i4ien  ye  would  try  to  set 
acdde  tlus  natural  attractkoL  mr  affinity  o^  tlieir  epi- 
rtte."* 

Tim  tooehad  the  pyLeaofiiiy  of  die  Baronet, 
jad  Qjpeoed  to  liim  a  ^iew  of  tlie*  subject  lliat  had 
tte^^  pE^smted  iis^ljo  him  before,  and  he  said, 
.^^  Axe  you  aequainted  with'  de  ^ewtaman  jdii- 

^  ^Deed  00,  sir ;  I  nevor  fash  my  head  wi'  eic 
Jtfi(Yers;  fortf  a  man^s  void  o"  common  sense,  I  won- 
der whm  ibt  wiser  he'll  be  wi^  jAiloBophy.  Cim 
|du]osqphy  mend  a  dEub-foot,  or  pui;  nndcrstand- 
wg  m  a  toom  Ji^aA-— Z  doubt  no.  Truly,  sir,  it 
fadioves  you  tolluiik  on  what  I  hae  aaid.  First- 
ly, there  may  be  an  elopement ;  secondly,  there 
mmj  be  wiusse;  and  thirdly,  and  assuredly,  4me 
w«y  .or  another,  there  will  be  a  booken  heart,  and 
the  sin  and  Mame  o^  a^  will  oest  on  your  head. 
Talk  ei*  w^ords  o^  hmour  in  a  case  like  this  ? — 
Wha£B  ti  wnrd  0^  JMMonr  mair  than  ony  itber 
word?  It's  just  Wind,  Sir  Thomas ;  «ul  tf  ye'U 
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tak  my  advice,  the  sooner  ye  break  it,  yell  be 
the  easier.  O,  Sir  Thomas,  ye  look  like  a  mtm. 
that  has  somednng  fiuherly  in  you !  But  llntik  o^ 
auM  doited  Jeptha ;  what  did  he  get  by  his  rash 
vow  ?  What  consolation  was  it  to  htm  id  see  Ills 
lovely  daughter  lyinginherwinding-sheet?  Words 
o^  honour,  Sir  Thomas  ?— Snuffs  o^  tobacco.  But 
rU  sae  nae  mair  at  present,  I  see  ye^re  prieUt. 
CHi,  Sir  Thomas,  Sir  Thomas !  there^s  nae  pld8t«t 
for  a  wounded  conscience,  nor  soldelr  ftr  a  brok^li 
heart.  It  will  be  an  awfii'  thing  when  ye  He  down 
to  die,  to  think  o^  the  shame  or  misery  o^  your 
only  daughter ;  and  tlmt  but  for  your  own  otii. 
strapalous  obstinacy,  ye  mi^t  hae  left  her  in  ftfi- 
city,  or  been  laying  your  hand  in  priiyer  on  1^ 
heads  o^  her  bonny  wee  baimies,  a'  greeting  Mke 
bleeting  lamlnes  at  your  bed-side.  Think  o^  that. 
Sir  Thomas — ^think  o^  that ;  and  if  ye  can  then 
set  yourself  up  against  the  laws  o^  God  and  mu 
ture  wi**  your  daft  words  o^  honour,  I  ken  mysel 
whfit^s  the  name  that  will  best  fit  you."*^ 

The  ascendancy  which  our  hero  here  assumed, 
and  unconsciously  felt,  produced  a  profound  eflfect 
on  the  Baronet^s  mind  and  heart     He  rose  from 
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his  seat  and  walked  across  the  room ;  he  halted 
and  loidced  at  Andrew ;  he  then  seemed  to  turn 
his  thoughts  inwardly,  and  agam  he  paused.  ^^Tell 
Mr  Mordaunt^^  at  last  he  said^  ^^  to  come  to  me/'' 
^^  Tbat^s  a  man,'"  exclaimed  Andrew ;  ^^  noo 
ye^  like  yoursel,  Banmet ;  gla^  will  I  tell  Mr 
Mordaunt,*— so  I  wish  you  a  vera  good  morning. 
Ye  see,  madam,  what  it  is  to  hae  a  kind  heart  like 
Sir  Thomas ;  it^s  the  source  o^  a^  delight  and  com* 
fert  in  thia  ^oiild,  begetting  finends  and  quenching 
ibea.'-^-Good  monmig  to  you  i^gain,  Sir  Thomas, 
and  to  you  too,  madam.^  And  with,  this  oiir  hero 
4|aitted  Ae  ro^m,  and  sped  with  what  i^eed  he 
could  to  iflfiiEm  Mocdaunt  of  the  happy  result  of 
hisTOoit 
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A  Fjsw  days  aft^  this  :ioiifiprTle^^\At)d^ 
alottar  fiawn .  hag  gtsxiim^^ufff  twhidi^  *l)ltf>  mjiitor 
had  wntten  to  jher  dictatifm.  It  jdUtod  dikfly' 
to  soBie  SIM&  ittattexBjlhatiflliie.iBH/MMluaig^;  liii(t 
it  contabied  a  postseiiyt  itaea  Tajuq^im Jiimadl^ 
which  gave  him  more  pleasure — he  could  j»0it  tfill 
why— than  even  the  affectionate  spirit  which 
breathed  through  the  other  simple  sentences. 

Mary  Cunningham,  who  by  this  time  had  re« 
turned  a  full-blown  young  lady  from  Edinburgh 
to  the  Craiglands,  in  her  walks  round  the  viUagf, 
often  called  at  the  cottage,  and  jocundly  chatted 
with  old  Martha  about  Wheelie,  as  she  still 
continued  to  call  him ;  and,  at  the  time  when 
the  master  was  employed  as  amanuensis  on  this 
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ietter,  she  happened  to  ccane  in.  On  lieisg  teld  ^ 
for  whom  the  letter  wi^  intendecl,  fhe  sud,  in  her 
Jight  find  e^HJghdy  iwf^  ^  Gke  my  compUinents, 
and  say  I  am  still  -waiting,  and  diat  he  must  -do 
all  he  can  to  make  his  great  iJNrtune  soon, -or  may- 
lie  I^  ehange  my  mind.  Say,  I*^  no  have  fain 
^mless  he  oome  in  his  own  coach  and  feur.^ 

The  master  was  anmsed  with  the  freedom  of 
ike  playful  latde,  and  literally  wrote  jdimn  the 
mess^^  as  it  had  been  delivered,  adding,  finmi 
"Umsel^  by  way  of  news,  ^  William  Gusnii^faam, 
iier  "^farother^  has  gone  iiko  tlie  army,  nmch  to  thie 
grief  and  displeasure  of  his  aunt,  who  regarded 
^him  IKS  the  last  of  the  male  line  of  iSste  fkm%.  As 
»fbr  iht  Laird,"  jconfinuedthe  master,  "  he'*8  just 
daunertng  about  the  doors  in  his  old  way,  with  bis 
bands,  as  you  first  noticed,  in  his  pbudies ;  but 
iie^s  a  folimteless  bodie,  and  since  his  last  increase 
t^  the  renewed  tacks  of  the  Braehead,  and  the 
liou^g-stane  &rms,  he  has  been  very  kind  to 
•ihe  poor-faring  divided  five  load  of  victual 
amoi%  all  the  needful  in  the  parish.^ 

'  WMfe  our  hero  was  reading  this  epistle,  Charles 
IHerston  chanced  to  call,  and  said,  on  hearing  the 


84  CHAPTEE  IX. 

paragriflv^or  he  had  now  begmi^  qpe^ 
£^li«h  scoeht,— <<  Why,  tibia  is  firadc  enoi^r 

"  Hoot,  Chwlie,''  replied  Andrew, ' «  ye  km 
V/exy  weel  I  dimt  never  eren  mysel  te  Craigltnifs 
only  daughter,  and  ye  may  see  through  her  hfo- 
then,  that  she*s  making  a  fool  o^  me*^^-na,  mtp 
man-^Mary  Cunningham^s  setting  hericapdEocja 
soldier-office  in  g(dd  lace.  The  Tery  sighik  of  sic 
H  pnddock  as  me  in  the  capacity  of  a  jo,  wmU 
gar  her  kick  me  ower  on  my  back  wi^  her  tae.^ 

^  Lore  is  blind,^  replied  Pierstcm ;  ^^  and, who 
knows  but'she  may  think  yeu  a  hbely  handsMaue 
faiow.'' 

<^  If  she  did,^  cried  Andrew,  .half  s^^isaly, 
^^  I  would  think  her  a  texrible  tawpy^-rand  I^ 
sure  I  would  as  soon  stick  arose  in  my  bosom  wi' 
a  kailworm  in\  as  take  die  bonniest-lass  that  erefr 
was  seen  for  my  wife,  that  could  be  guilty  q\€^ 
sic  havril  f ancy .^ 

From  die  time  that  our  hero  had  been  inyked 
to  Sandyford-house,  Charles  had  rraaaxked  # 
change  in  his  deportment,  for  winch  he  could  not 
account,  Andrew'neyer  having  mentioned  ehher 
that  circumstanoe  or  the  mastjuerade.     It  had. 


boir^vet,  lite  ethet  of  poAacing  afe^g  at  diB^ 
ftr<»ce  to  his  Ojpkiicns^  which  he  couM 'Mtbvd^ 
tibme.  Wylie  borb  his  raillory  m  giuly  as  etdr^ 
fodt  theii^  was  a  uit^sfiamk&aAyKoA  a  {^A  mjurn^ 
of  U»  obsertadonis,  wUeh  b^got  a  j«apeot  that 
UBcoflseidusly  made  Ohaiies  ftel  himsdtf  Ae  in^ 
ncr;  in  spiee  of -att^  finfaimiMe  dirii  imd  figwai 
Thialbdiiig^  hoireyer,  imm  uttnixdl'witb'any'of 
dtotinvidiouft  aHoyy  ivhidrthe  secret  sense  i^ini 
ferioril^ooininonly  produces  in  mean  and 'soaxBd 
Minds ;  fbr  Pierston  was  ttatuxiUy  ftank-^hearted, 
and  thete  if  as  something  in  the  dharaoter  of  hk 
friend  which  he  fiked,  even  whfle  he  could  not  ie>- 
strain  his  disposition  to  laogh  at  him. 

Why  a  youth  in  Andtew'^s  lE^ation  should  have 
concealed  from  hk  companion  the  himoor  conftar* 
fed  on  him  by  Lord  Sand3rfbrd,  we  idiaU  not 'at- 
teaopt  to  expldin.  It  may  be  that  he  thmght 
Charles  would  suspect  that  he  had  beeninvitiad 
meteiy  to  make  amusen^nt'^  humilmting  oonsi- 
deradon — or,  perhaps,  judging  from  die  ambi^ 
tious  love  of  show  in  his  friend,  he  ikifjbt  i^vpre^ 
hend  that  he  would  teaze  him  to'prodnre  his  ad- 
mission to  the  same  fiishionable  parties.  In  either 
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tobfi,  ]ai^  €Qmii&t9liA0n9  it  did  orodk  to  hi^  mg^ 

eon^  for  ii»  to  staike  ihe  &CI ;  md  «db«»  tb»%&t 
aame  fitii^gottdi«id^bstwti«di!»iNN»  l)«iit  ktio^m 
to  (^imad^  A^oAt^m  ^dao  aa  HMyrflluUy  <»MeAkdl 
imn  Cliftde&  llie  amiraitt  of  die  ^tra^iidBiiiiy  •  aik 
lary  irhfeh  tibe  J^l  hid  ao  ^^enexofisly  obtnlnefS 
for  faim*  Tbifl  mciimatimce  occaaimed  FierqfefNl$ 
after  ibe  obMsrvatioqi  wiack  we  ha^e  ^uoHsd,  i0 
aayv  ^^  By  thd  way,  Aodiew,  yoii  have  nerer  tiM 
nte  Ac  amomtt  0f.  ^  4bc  wn^'  as  you  call  {% 
«kixdi  has  eradAedyou  t#  be  so  Hb^ld  to  your 
graiidiiiotlier-**How  mucli  is  it  ?^ « 

^' ItVno  imdiBr.i^biBidii^poi^ 
drew,  iippaiimtly  in  A  careless  i0aimer. 

^*  I  doubt,"',  said  Ghariefr,  "  if  it  do  iiot  grei^ 
ly  exceed,  ihe  ooaoh  aad  frar  i^  be  long  <^'0»** 
imng  forward? 

Andrew  laughed,  Mid  sand,  ^^  A  plad£  wf  me^ 
Chariie^  will  a9«  ^ttig  as  fa^  as  a  pound  wT  you — 
and  Ite  no  Jeai^t.'' 

1^  Tt^^  pried  Kerflttm ;  ^*  Ibr  I  have  no 


i^^wfxBi  yf^mif^  m^f/m^iol^,  JmriCw  no 

.ft  frig's.  toi»  iia*^ll  imiB  Wrtba^jgait,  iitfit/frntnh 
Ihp^r  I)  ]pi4  [bteo  im  him  mA  m.  imuse  is^ 

"  Upon  my  oonac^^^oe,"  ^{itiedl^eDBl^Mai^ 
}»8t  "  I.JW  w  WQ^n^^imvem^fyffgmt,    The 

(VW^  -fi^  wtocfc  ;I  mwt^  ye  HHgiitl  j^puve-ite 
your  jeers,  considering  the  impossibilitiesi  tiet^reoti 

m:^  -: 

:  r",  l?o^  |p#o.r  erf^,<Jh«ljlQi.,  ^  ^  S^^faeffint 
never  won  fair  lady,-*-and  wit,  which  you  d^.jiot 
;fW^^  botJsi  in^  ^traUgems.^f  Iov(f  «^  jup^,  is 
^TO«fc4i  wellnb^ra^d^eg,'' 

"  Wlwi  tftv^t  yw,  td  pr^iK^  «ie  ^Uy  :&e 
null!  t^  o^Be»aty  p^  the  Bem  ?"*  ewdiAndtelir^ 

Uej  1^  m^  4ua  ««4  o'  d'  di^batfd  w  ibe  m^^^ 
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Cunningham ;  for  ye  ken  as  well  as  I  do,  that  sk» 
ladrie  wt)id^be  80  fi^€(  Wi^  ^ny  young  l«d,4f  she 
had  llie  leaa^  s^ulftk  of  Mfeetion  for  h^.*^:  ^ 

<^-tVd!,  weil,^  exd^ed  Piewtdti';  ^^%Btg^t 
^Pirenty  ti^usand  pounds  as  fast  as  ye  can,'  and 
4keA  away  to^  the  OiHiglandi^^  whei^,  iif  f&^sp^JL 
suld  crabbil  Mias  Mizy  Mr,  111  hiM;  t^n<to  tme 
that  there  have  been  more  hopeless  lE^eeulalaoiiis 
.  than  your  ehance  with  !lVf  ary.*** 

Andrew  made  no  answer  for  some  time  to  this, 
but  sat  pursing  h»5  mouth -for  about  a  mnrate, 
when  he  said,  ^^  She  woulcba  tak  me  wi^  twtsity 
thousand  pounds,  And  ihafs  mair  than  I  can  noo 
hopefOT.'' 

**  Noo  !^  cried  Charles,  "  why  noo  ? — whi^ 

has  happened  to  make  the  Jikdihood  less  than  it 

was?"*      ,    :  ^  ^  .-.  /        .-,.:;■.,•.-. 

Andrew  hiid  i^ded,  in^  hiis  own  mmd,  to  tbe 
termination  of  all  farther  hope  and  expectancy 
with  Lord  Sanc^ord ;  but  not  dioosing  to  ex- 
I^ain  himself,  h^  said  cardiessly,  ** ' Atweel,  I 
dinna  ken  ^hat  for « I  should  think  mysel  less 
likely  noo  ikssn  before,  of  gettbg  tweiity  thousand 
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poundsy^' — and  with  this  absenratkni  the  interview 
ended. 

Fierston,  however,  paid  but  little  regard  to  the 
injunction  with  respeet  to  Mary  Cunningham; 
on  the  contrary,  he  took  every  opportunity  of 
saUying  Andrew  more  andBunre.  And  an  event 
had  already  taken  j^ace,  that  was  calculated  to 
verify  some  of  the  jochikr  predictions  which  he 
was  in  the  practice  <^  sporting  on  the  subject. 
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l^l^S^T. 


On  the  Sunday  following,  after  the  conversa- 
tion described  in  the  preceding  chapter,  Charles 
Fierston  called  again  on  his  friend,  and,  with  a 
look  pregnant  with  merry  mischief,  said,  on  en- 
tering, "  Now,  Andrew,  ye  must  promise  no  to 
be  angry  with  me,  and  Til  telj^you  news.  Mary 
Cunningh^s  in  London.  Her  brother  has  been 
wounded  in  one,  of  the  late  battles,  and  she^s  come 
up,  with  Miss  Mizy,  to  nurse  him ;  for  he*'s  not 
in  a  condition  to  be  removed  to  Scotland,^ 

To  have  judged  by  the  expression  of  our  hero'^s 
countenance,  it  would  not  have  been  thought  that 
he  received  any  pleasure  from  these  tidings ;  for 
he  looked  confrised,  and  his  colour  went  and 
came. 
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''  Pifidr  Ymy  Cxakm^mim,'' mid  he,  <'  was  a 
dever  nracsi4l]«atted  cedlitii.  I^  scny  ibr  Ub 
lnoort,  and  I  k)peiit's  xio  dkadfy.^ 

^^  But  ACaay  is  grown  aiost  i)eautifiil*,^  aaid 
Sierstom  maggiMj.  ^^  Sheifaed  with  hariAint 
Bt  ioy /tiBde^B  yMbesday*  Xoid,  iJkjidsewy  nian, 
but  y e'fl  get  a  pnbe  an  yje  {(et  Imt  J  She  inqviwil 
ireiy  kmdtytfer  you  ^  axid  I  promised  to  Jetyou 
1ai0w^«^buGsre  they  are  m  lodgiiigs,  &r  she  ^specbs 
jjrou:  wfll  isdl.'* 

^^  I  hab  BO  pecamon,"^  «ftid  Jindcew/ w^ 
simplicity. 

-  '*  Why,  y4*i  simpbten,  haire  you  bo  ariaga^*  for 
your  oM  sebooNi^w  ?  I  bane  rmne  oncpurpoae 
ihis  iBOttmig  to  take  yen  wiAiiBie.  Ckuinfas^aih 
wiB  be  ghdiko  me  you ;  aod  H«s  Miay  hoseif 
bade  me  say^  that  sli^  iias  Jtei^  ^tgiVen  titke  de- 
loby  ©Hhe  pyet.'*  .  i     . 

"  ABd  I  Aae  forgiven  her^  .^too,?  nefilied  Aii^ 
drew ;  '<  fdt Jjt was o^o'ij^M^ Ig^t^^Myl^akofi 
Iqrfeart." 

^^  Asod  out  of  that  you  n^  Mi»7  Ci&soingham 
lell  IB  love  bebiBd  th^^bisad^tone,  ye  hifm^'^taaed 
Charles,  laughing. 
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'^  FUtdl  you  .what  it  k^  Charlie  Pienston,'*^ 
fliid  Andrew  seriously,  ^  I. Anna  like  this  da£k 
nonsense  of  yours  ;  and  I^  sure  Miss  Cimniwg^ 
ham  'would  jbe  Vera  angry,  ^  she  heard  you  claver 
in.that  gait  atoutlieTi  So  say  no  meore  aboat  it, 
unless  ye  wafat  te  pick  aquarrdwiVme,  wUeli  I 
anLS]ue  and  dertain  y^  Jme  no  m^nttp  do.'*^;  <     ' 

^^O,  veiy  well  T  exclaimed  Pierston ;  ^*  if  you 
don\  like  to  hear  p%  I'm  sure  itV  no  business!  o£ 
mine;  but  Miss  Cunningham  is  afine  spiiite^ 
fpA^  and  if  you  dbn^t  make  hastey  cbe'li  be  tak^i 
out  of  your  hands*^ 

^  This  k  wicked 'Haters,  Chariie,"  pried  An- 
drew, in  a  short  and  shrill  peevish  accent,  aa  i£ 
he^adbe^^  pxiricedwidi  needles.  ./^I?miHiu^ 
CMiditiqn  o^  hfe  to  «vien  mysel  to  her,'  and  ihat 
^should  cork,  your  gab.  Btrt,  hows oiiievi^,  I^  be 
glad  to  go  with  you  to  see  Willy ;  mi  I  hope  hSis 
^tfter  insy  be*'  out,  fer  she's  as  thoughtless'  as 
ywrsel,  and  iie'er  devaols  jeerii^  me."* 

^^  Then  come  with  me ;  and  if  she  shouM  be 
out,''  said  Pierston  Ayly,  **  yell  be  able  to  have 
more  talk  with  that  amiaUe  creatune,  aunty 
Mizy." 


^  Delias  in  the  fallow,  I  would  as  soon  laeet 
wi'  a  pow-head  in  my  j^orridge  at  ony  time,  as  wi** 
the  auld  red-nebl»t  ruilt,^  said  Andsew,  simiewfaat 
restored  to  good-humour)  as  he  jmiMund  himself 
to  go  out  with  Charles* 

Fierston  pret^ded  to  remark^  that  he  seented 
to  take  a  little  nu^e  paiiis  than  uiiiid  with  his  iqp* 
pearance,  and  said,  ^^  Dear  me^  Andrew,  s«Erdhf 
ye  neyer  intend  to  call  on  sudb  ladies  in  that  old- 
f^hioned style?  Ithoilglitbythidtimeyouwotlld 
have  changed  y(Hir  taikf,  tmd  had  imare  spruce 
a>at  for  Simday."" 

"  WhatV  the  matter  wi'  this  coat,  Charlie  ?" 
said  our  hero^  pawkily,  thinking  .of  the  parties 
where  it  had  been  ofis^  worn  ¥i(ith  fiur  move  con* 
sideration  than  n^any  of  th^  Inostfaidiioilable 
there.—"  There's  no  ae,  s^eok  broken,  N«,  na, 
I  allow  mysel  butae  i^w  coat  in  the  year,  and 
this  maun  serre  for  six  months  yet^**^  ' 

.Fierston,- who  was 'Well  awaro  of  the  eri^iiial 
penury  of  Andrew's  i^iijcumstanoes,  and  respected 
the  firmness  .(^.-fais-charaoter;  did  oiot  f^nh  his 
raillery  farther  on  hi%fipi[^earmM^  Odd  dress*  Hid> 
he,  howeyer,  been  acqiuunted  with  the  actual 
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amount  of  his  uummd,  be  liordd-''  hme  despised 
him  as  one  of  die  most  isonfid  of  »ioitid6i 

lb.  their  m^  to  Cuiadnghttttv'9  lodgmgs',  he  m- 
fbmnd  him  Astrhtt  wok  ittUnMled  to  |Aaee  him 
in  business  on  his  own  acootmt^  amd  hoped  that 
in  ^tiaffi  he  might  h«PPe  it  in  Us  power  to  be  of 
some  use  to  Andrew;  Them  w«b  both  pride  and 
Idiidness  is  th»  ;^  bi^oinr  hero  fell  <m}f  Ae  warmth 
of  the  kttcc  sei^imait. 

1m  this  sort  of  con^flsation  ttiey  reached  Sack* 
viUe-streel^^  wk&te  thcpf  fimsad  the  Cunznnghams 
in  the  second  floor  of  the  same  house  where  Mbr- 
dauht  lodged.  Pi»ston  was  a  littile  mortified  to 
find  them  so  &r  stoAy  afid  blamed  ^  ^  hainii^ 
heart""  of  Miss  liCizy ;  alleging  that  it  "ras  unwcm* 
thy  Q&  people  ^  thehr  fortune  to  be'  lio*  meimly  ae^ 
commodated^  Andrew^  without  di^iHihg  from 
ttts.'opimon^  waig  pleased  w^h  the  cu'emnstanee'; 
because,  by  hi»  a^qutewtteefe  i«4tb*-BKn:dat^^  it 
gkroJbaift  an  oppcntunky  of  bemfgti^KKreetly  seen^ 
as  it^wq^re^  by  Mary  Cumdnghamv  on  a  vantage 
gMMliid  4^t  he  eotdd  not  otherwise  hare  so  easify 
r^ntbed.    And  widi  a  vk^  t<»  tUts^  wt^  fa$  sent 


Cbades  up  stairs  before  Him,  he  stepped  mto  iSke 
drawing-reom,  ^wliere  Mordaiint  uras  at  the  tune 
stlitittg^  engi^ed  on  same  papers  coanected  with 
the  arrangemestts  for  hi?  mamage,  which  was  to 
take  place  in  the  coarse  of  the  following  weeh. 

Moardaant^  whose  adnoiratibn  of  oib  Ivdro^^  ad« 
dSeesr  aiid  dUcenuaaent  was  raised  to  the  utmost 
by  the  happijr  effects  o£  Uh  renidiistfwice  with  Sir 
ThoiMia^  receKTedhka  with  the  greatest  pleasure, 
sajringj  *  I  considet  ifaysdf^  WyHe,  so  much  in- 
deMed  ta  you,,  that  I  btg  you  wiU  count  me 
among  your  friends;  and  when  at  any  tune  you 
catt  point  out  in  what  way  it  is^  in  my  jnywer  to 
serre  yeu,.  I  trust  and  expect  yon  will  daim  the 
fulfflment  of  this  pronnsev^ 

At  suck  a  tine,  and  wh^fi  Andrew  waa  on  the 
point  of  visi&ig  Mary  Cimning&am,  this  assu-^ 
rance^  came,  to  him  fike  an'  kv^fiiring  air ;  m&  he 
said.  Whenever  tW  tone  arrit^  that  he  !h%fat 
gointo  btssiness  on  his  own  accost,  h^  wotdd  Hike 
the  feeeicbm  of  then  allying  to  hik. 

Moidamit  on  this  reitbrated  his  pftMnise^  and 
deelired  diat  he  sUodid  ttot  only  K^ave  tim^  foir  a 
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dient,  but  that  he  would  never  lose  a  pvoper  oc- 
casion to  speak  of  his  merits  and  abilities. 

Andrew,  with  this  assurance  of  prosperity  ki 
hereaftei^,  left  Mordaunt,  and  with  it  light  foot 
motmted  th^  stairs  to  the  sitting*room  al^ive, 
where,  knocking  with  his  knuekle,  he  was  imme- 
diately admitted  by  Mary  Cunningham  h^sdf. 
Charlei^  Fierston  was  in  the  room  with  her^  and  it 
was  evident,  from  the  excessive  interjections  >of 
joy  with  which  she  received  Um,  that  they  bfnd 
been  contriving  some  mirdiful  salutati<»i.     But 
although,  in  the  first  itoment  of  meeting,  tfajg 
was  plunly  the  case,  there  was  in  her  mannar,  ak 
most  immediately  after,  a  saitiment  of  unaffected 
pleasure  towards^him,  of  a  more  moderate,  but 
deeper  kind ;  and  she  treated  him  with  somedang 
veiy  like  that  cheerful  land  pure  affection  whi(^ 
subsists  between  a  brother  and  a  sister. .   She  ex« 
pressed  her  satisfaction  that  he  had  been  so  fto^-' 
tuQate  to  obtain  the  good  will  of  his  masteir,awA 
spoke  to  him  of  the  love  and  mterest  which  bsat 
grandmot;her  shewed  to  hip^  i»od  ^  ha:  honest 
pri4e  at  erery  Httle  tok^  of  \m  affe^tion^.   JBitt 
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tbere  ir^  itotoethihg  like  a  fbeling  of  eondescen^ 
fiioR  in  ihis  kindness^  that  he  Kked  less  than  her 
banter.  And  though  more  put  out  of  countenance, 
he  was  yet  much  better  pleased,  when  she  re^ 
ttiihded  him  of  several  httle  village  anecdotes,  and 
described  his  ludicrous  appearance  behind  the 
tbm-BStone  conning  his  PsJdms. 

But  this  momentary  embarrassment  was  relie- 
i^ed  by  the  entrance  oif  Miss  Mizy,  who  came  out 
rftJuimingham's  bed-rocfm  With  an  air  of  prodi- 
gScms  cbnsequentiality,  addressing  herself  with  a 
donper  to  Pierston,  who  could  with  difficulty  keep 
his  gravity,  while  she  glanced  askance  at  our 
haro,  as  on  a  creature  of  an  inferiororder  of  beings. 
Many  things  had  occurre'd  to  cohviert  Andrew^s 
^lilE^e  of  Miss  Mizy^'s  superciliousness  into  con« 
tempt ;  and  with  a  degree  of  nonchalance  that  nei- 
iket  Mary  nor  Pierston  could  withstand,  he  said, 
**Eh  dear!  Miss  Miiy,  but  ye^re  looking  auld 
lHte*-^t  couldna  Ihae  thotight  that  in  sae  short  a 
time  there  would  hae  been  sic  a  change.^ 

Thfe  eMerfy  gentlewoman  did  hot  well  know 
^hat  reply  to  make  to  this  most  irreverent  salu* 
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tadon ;  bu^  at  la^t  she  f  Md,  tascly,  ^^  ItV  jm>  dib 
case  wi^  tbee,  Wheelie,  fop;  thau\i  just  th^  Bus^ 
wee  blackent  like  taed  as  wh^  yp^l^^  ^  S^taiey'* 
holm.'', 

^f  Ay,  Miss  Mizy,''  said  A|idi;ew,  ^^  B^itliar  yon 
nor  me  can  belp  our  looks.  WeVe  baith'ma^^ 
by  the  hand  of  Gpd^  and  the  art  o'  nuin  emmm 
mend  us.'' 

'^  Thou  was  aye  a  sorrowfif  laddie,"  cried  Miss 
Mizy,  both  nettled  and  div^ted  by  this  addresB* 
for,  with  all  her  acrid  humour,  she  was  not  jia§ei^ 
sihle  to  the  influence  of  Anchrew''s  drollery.  ^^AbiI 
they  would  need  lang  spoons  that  st^wi'tbede^ 
— ^Howsomever,  I'm  glad  to  .see  thee  lo(^dng  .^^e 
weel,  and  to  hear  o' tl^y  weel^ing."  Andshetheit 
proposed  that  Andrew  should  adjpum  to  see  hin 
old  schoolrfeUow. 

Time,. winch  had  not  improved  the  d^irins  of 
l^fiss  Mizy,  had  wrought  a  great  change  on  Cm^ 

ningham.  If  e  was  grown  into  a  fine  manly  figuMj, 
and  his  profession  had  brought  out  and  confiiijded 
the  bold  and  dedsiye  features  of  his  i^tantcter. 
^is  wound,  however,  ccmfined  him  tp  has  ^(^fl^ 


iteiout  isUce;  of  .tljeihand^-rr^fitogfttng  hia^acU 
TQWtio^  t  iks*  i]PffhMiige4  flttttpMgily.  of  ^  4qp^ 


brother''8  apartment,  still  harping  on  the  Ad  theme, 
raninded  them  of  the  pyet-plot,  and-^ked  with 
Andrew  on  the  loss  of  his  first  love,  Maggy. 

Experience  of  the  world,  the  freedom,  it  may 
he  the  liceatiousn^oss  of  a  military  life,  had  giv^i 
Ciumingham  a  knowledge  of  womankind  above 
hia  years,  and  he  looked  sharply  for  a  moment  at 
his  siater,  in  such  a  manner  as  brou^t  a  blush 
into  her  cheek  that  spread  over  her  neck  and  bo- 
som ;  nothing,  however^  jSurther  passed, — for  the 
necessity  t^at  Cunningham  was  under,  on  accoimt 
of  his  woimds,  of  remaining  undisturbed^  obliged 
l^em  to  leave  the  room^  and  return  to  that  in 
which  Miss  Mizy  and  Fierston  were  sitting.  Axt- 
drew  did  not  resume  his  seat»  but  nodding  a  good 
morning,  moved  to  go  away*  In  turning  round, 
his  ^e  caught  several  cards  on  the  mantle-piece ; 
and,  aoopng  others,  he  observed  an  invitatk»i. 
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Aticking  ostentatiously  lielnxid  the  glass,  from  his 
fHend  the  Duchess  <^  Dashingwell ;  but  he  said 
nothing.  The  moment,  however^  that  he  got  into 
the  street,  he  contriyed  to  shake  oS  Pierston,  and 
went  inmiediately  to  pay  his  respects  to  her  Grace. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


STRATAGEMS. 


Andrew,  from  their  first  meeting,  had  conti- 
nued a  great  favourite  with  the  Duchess ;  but  ha- 
ving, from  motives  of  delicacy  towards  Lord  and 
Lady  Sandyford,  abstained  from  the  parties  of 
their  friends,  her  Grace  began  to  wonder  what  had 
become  of  him,  and  his  recepdon,  in  consequence, 
was  unusually  free  and  cordial.  After  the  buoy- 
ancy and  gladdenings  of  her  joyous  welcome  had 
subsided,  she  requested  that  he  would  make  a 
point  of  coming  to  her  ball-— the  same  to  which 
Miss  Cunningham  and  her  aunt  were  invited. 

^^  111  do  that,  my  Leddy  Duchess,  with  the 
greatest  pleasure;^  was  his  answer ;  ^^  for  thereHt 
a  young  lady  frae  the  same  country-side  wT  me, 
that  I  understand  is  likely  to  be  tibere.'*' 


*^And  pray  who  is  that?^  cried  her  Grace^ 
looking  a  little  slyly,  and  not  a  little  surprised  at 
the  reason. 

"  Miss  Cunningham,"  was  the  reply,  and  there 
was  a  degree  of  diffidence  in  the  tone  in  which  it 
was  said,  that  gtiU  more  eSLCtt^  the  curioidty  of 
the  Duchess,  who  immediately  exclaimed,— 

^*  On  my  conscience^  Wylie,  you  are  a  man 
of  infinite  taste,  as  well  as  jest.  She  is  very  beau- 
tifhi^  ai^  possesl^^  an  air  of  Ifife  f^  iksMon  uiv 
^omiflbil  &r  ^  eouA^  giifl**  .  : 

"  She's  wetil  ebeugh  «n  j^hebe  gude^"  sfdd  Ait- 
drew,  half  biusMng ;  and,  with  an  affected  sim^^ 
eity^  seettdn^  inteudfed  to  pairy  the  mirthi^ 
ttitii&e  whidi'  he  saw  hef  Gtade  ^a^  mustering  Hsk 
-an tts^afrft,  buf  in- retffit^  t6  iiiveigl^  he^hitb  hSis 
ihtelMti^'t  toi  he  kn^w'  ^ai  thd  dpen  and'  W^Hh 
h^BOfi&ke^  ^h^  AepoMfyh  l^ould,  if  oner  eil- 
gag^'on  his  sidei  make  llltle  sarttpte  in  >seMii% 
him  off  to  the  best  iffirtttH^,  ■  '  - 

'     "Why,  Wylie,"^  shfe  eiclairiieds  **>bow  Ibi^ 
bare  you  known  Mfes  CujininghMn  f^  ,        •      * 

*'  O,  ever  since  We  wete  baiittit.'' 

"  Bairns  !^  cried  the  Duchess. 

"  It's  a  perfect  truth,''  replied  Andrew  ;  "  her 
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ftttlier  i7tm  the  Laird,  and  Fm  but  a  cottar^s  son 
-^-'g^  I  trouldiHi  hae  you  fimcy,  becatise  I  shonld 
be  glad  to  meet  Miss  Cunningham  at  your  balF, 
iihat  I  hae  ony  other  motiye  than  the  pieaMttie  of 
seefaig  an  old  acquaintance.'^ 

"  If  any  othe*  being  than  yourself*'  cried  thfe 
Dttdiessr,  ^had  said  so,  I  might  petfaiipd  have 
hsUi  b^eved*  him— -but  I  know  you  too  weHj 
Wylie — ^my  cousin  Mordaunt  has  toid  me  trhirt 
you  havedone  fbr  him,  andthat  Sandyfind  writes 
you  have  more  skill  in  the  common  law  of  human 
nature^  than  all  the  twelve  judgt»  have  of'  the 
laws  of  the  land->*-so  no  going  about  the  bush  with 
me-**I  see  you  are  in  love  witib  Miss  Cuniungham 
— thaf  s  the  perfect  truth." 

**  Wed,  my  Ledity  Ditchess,  an  I  rfiotild  be 
isae,  I  eanna  help  it'^'*^e  cat  may  look  4it  th^ 
King,''  replied  our  hero.  *  ^  But  it*s  ae  1^^, 
your  Grace,  for  a  man  to  admire,  and  anodiet 
thing  for  a  woman  to  admire ;  and  it's  no  reason- 
able to  expect  that  ever  SGss  Cunningham  would 
haye  any  thing  more  than  the  kindly  condescen- 
sion of  an  old  friend  towards  me.^ 
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**  Now,  Wylie,"  said  the  Dudbess,  m  a  fijrmer 
tone,  and  with  a  steady  countenance,  while  her 
eye  playfiilly  sparkled,  ^^  I  have  a  great  mind  to 
be  Angry.  How  dare  you,  in  this  cunning  manner^ 
Xxy  to  make  me  your  confidant  ?  for  you  know  T^ry 
wdl,  that  a  woman  once  in  the  secret  of  a  loyer, 
must  needs  take  a  part.  I  see  Enough  your  drift, 
fidaiid;  you  think  if  you  could  get  die  baddi^  of 
a  Duchess  it  might  further  your  suit.**^ 
.  ^^  Yqos  Gt^9x  oAied  Andrew,  intarupting 
her,  ^^  i|s  cut<j)ig  far  before  the  point.  I  never 
bad  <my  sic  thought,  my  Leddy  Duch^s ;  and  I 
think,  Qpneidering  who  I  am,  and  what  Miss  Cun^ 
ningham  is>  we  have  jqport^in  this  maitter  a  wee 
thought  ower  mu^jde.*^ 

It  can  scarcely  be  questioned  that  her  6«aoe 
wa^  right  in  h^.coiyec^ure,  and  that  Andrew  was 
actuatctd  by  a  wish  to  less^  in  the  opisSon  of  his 
mistreefi,  the  disparity  which  he  folt  so  di^fy ; 
but  that  he  should  have  presumed  to  saj^Ms^  a 
lady  of  the  Duchesses  rank  would  ever  be  brought 
to  take  any  inteuest,  or  to  foel  any  sympathy  ha 
his  case,  at  first  sight  appears  highly  ridiculous^ 
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He  had,  however,  seen  enoii^  of  th^  world  to 
hmHf  iiiat  bdow  a  certain  degree  the  greet  make 
ao'^&itmetaoiia  <^rank;  afiid  that  the  Ijitird  of 
QraJglandB^  daug^bter  and  die  cottar*s  son,  oenii- 
deredfiom  sueh  an  elevaitedjmmadeof  nofaiEtyaa 
that  of  her  Grace,  would  seem  to  stand  on  no 
very  striking  inefUaHty  either  of  rank  x)r  cendilion. 
BeodeB,  he  was  taSfy  »wace  thai;  the  fEomliaRty 
with  which  he  had  been  always  treated  by  the 
Dudbessyhad  entMy  stifled  any  sentiment  which 
thefaiueUeMSftof  his  birth  might,  perhaps,  in  an 
•iwlier  stage  eiftl^  interoourse,  have  occamned 
to  Ids  Jiiadyantage*  Bat  whether  we  aivattribii^ 
ting  to  him  more  maohianrelism  than  he  leafly 
praetised,  or  ascribing  to  the  Doehese  mere>dis« 
esKBBieBt  than  she  possessed,  it  is  certnn  tftMt  the 
lesnk  was  m  conaonanee  with  what  we  hare  sta* 
ted  o£bodi;- fori  her  Grace  found  hersdfiitesist-K 
i|ify  engaged' in  his  bdudf;  and  from  Hm  oon- 
ymmlmmj,  after  kaimg^  the  Duchess,  he  seemed 
t^  be  aaimetied  with  e  new  spirit,  the  ftrst  mani^ 
featatieB  of.whidi  was  in  ordering  a  new  smt  of 


clot^9  ^h  dtrict  M^mitftions  to  mwke  tlwni  of 
die  vety  Bnoit  dotit,  and  is  dier.nefttebt  mnrnwrit 
pessAky  aad  a  Mtdetmori^  in  the  fashMii  than  the 
cut  of  those  he  tivwys  vera,  irUeh^veredke  eaoaci 
eounteqpert  of  die  suit  bfthadongunlfy  brdun^ 
fit>m  Stoneyh<^i 

In  tine  new  mity  on  the,n]|^  .appcmitod^  lie 
made hn  appearance «t  tfaeibdft.  The Duct^aa* 
viitii  that  sharp  eye  which^he  ladibftalwi^is  iia¥6 1(^ 
tfaejippe«Baitee  ef'ti».g«titkM«B»  aa^r  at  the'&r^ 
|^wseythe.ckangeinhtt»gaarlb;.andaaiii^^bal  Ala 
suspected  Miss  Ctimiinghttm''a  inleies*  wadiinfliH 
MioeJuMlbeeB.alnadyiienflldri;  to  Ins'taahirc  At 
that  momenk  Mary  vaa  mommaceA^  aadeatosidthc 
Toom^leaniag^ontheatnKtifhecadiiili  In^ifniodi^ 
ing  tofvandi  iibe  Diidhesev  she  vlw  ao  ataortiadat 
seeing  Andtew.  at  hut  <Draaee'a  side^.  and^^t  ttona 
of  such  fkmiliarity,  that  ^  beoitoecQnfnaid^Qiid! 
bhidbed^  and  seemed; utltti^  aib  a.loss  to  eaE|iieBa 
the  &fm  simple  oooMooni^lwNftia^tuiasliaftvtliaaaav 


The  lce€n«ighiedJDiiehe8Sr/saiiih«r 
and  gave  Andrew  a  janoii  between  the  shoulders ; 
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wUSHif  ynA  bet  utmted  miNmity,  «he  stdd,  *^  My 
dMP  Mm  CwntiTttghain,  I  am  so  rgoiced'yoa  sre 
oouiet * Ap  my -fiSend  Mr  Wylie  b^re  has  been  be- 
seeching me  to  get  hun  a  partner  fer  the  neitt 
daftf^Mlo  eameBtly,  tfaatl  was  dtimen  to  my  iritis 
end.  He  is  sneh  a  ereature,  that  unless' he  ob- 
tainfir  mie  ot  tii#  resry  ^finest  women^trhererer  he 
Ifdes^iie  wffl  not  teice  at  ail-.^ 

MIm  Misy^  ^ho*dBik^  tMs  q>eech  had  tecog- 
idMd  JjoAbeir,  stixq^  fenvard  and  pried,  as  It 
ir^BTe,  into  Ms  fkce,  with  such  curious  amazement^ 
that  he^«o«ld  with  ^Sfficulty  ke^  his  grarity, 
wlul^he  sakl)  ^<  Dearme^  Miss  Misy^is  that  youf 
I  thoaghtyour  danmng  days  wetepast.^ 

'  ^  I  ^kithste,^ -med  Miss  Mky,  turning  round 
to  her  wee,  and  stretdnng  hersdf  tip  into  the 
most  lofty  posture  of  omsequentiility,  ^^  it'^s  that 
wUUMit  Wy  lie  P 

MMsy  by-  thi^  time*  had>a  fittib  recovered  the 
emoltoii  of  her  first  swrprise  ;'«nd  while  she  dung, 
as  it  ware,  alarmed,  to  her  aunt,  in  passing  from 
the  Dorimtirfie  said,  ^  Whedie,  ill  be  a^  j^am 
as  VtA  fkaaant-^HBand  y<m\e  no  to  expect  meio 
dance  with  you.*" 
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^^  It's  i^ei».  wed*  o'  you^  Miag  Miry,^  replied 
Andrew,  pawkily^  <^  to  tak  the  Gielyf^gdo'' Af^mg ; 
but  ye  sbould,  first  ken  whether  ye'^e  come  up  to 
my  mark  or  npJ^ 

Mary  \At  hor  lips  and  bhisfaedK  There  was  a 
confidence  in  this  retort  th$t  made  her  fise^  the  in- 
feri<Mri<7  of  h»  feminine  bravery  i  and,  fen*  Ae  first 
time,  ^e  was  affected  with  an  indescdbaUe  em- 
barrassment towards  Andrew.  He,  how^T^er,  cen- 
tinued  at  her  side ;  and  as  he  was  weU  aevfutiiited 
with  many  of  the  most  distfaaguished  gnesti^.  Miss 
Mizy  was  dehg^ted  they  had  fiiUen  in  widi  hkn  ; 
fi)r,  unaccustimied  to  hrge  d^nd  genenA  ceHnpabies, 
she  was  peculiaprly  siisceptiUe  to'dmt  disi^eeable 
f<^ling  €^  ini^nific«nee  which  4}ie  miknown  miil- 
tkudes  of  l^mdon  uniformly  mukfin  in  dtnuigeys 
firom  the  country.. 

When  Andrew  had  paraded  the  rooms  Irith 
them  for  some  time,  and  enjoyed  Us  oy$tio6^  fie 
inquired  of  Mi^  if  she  w^  renlly  di^posied  to 
diou^  saying,  ^^  I  ken  T^*a  weel  that  ye  dbna 
like  to  hae  sic  awee  smyt<^  O'  a  paM^er  as^me^ 
but^  fiff  auld  hi^  syne^  III  get  you  a.  ftgctms^.^ 
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By  this  time  dieIad/6  prMe  inu  « Ik^  coired, 
aiul  sbe  bcstlated  in  her  answer. 

*^  Oh,"  said  Andrew,  ^  yeneedna  be  oh  any  ce- 
remcHiy  wi**  me ;  for,  in  truth,  I  never  danee ;  eo 
I^U  let  you  aff  for  the  paitnerdiip  of  her  Grace'^s 
making.'^ 

.  There  was  semetfamg  in  the  mannicr  in  whidb 
this  was 'said,  and  in  liie  look  which  acodBspanied 
the  words,  that  brought  the  Grimace  into  Miss 
Cunnivgham^a  faee^ 

'  ^'  What  are  ye  saying  ?*  exclaimed  Miss  Mii^, 
Qbserving  the  coi^ijBiim  of  her  niece. 
:  '^  ,0h»  n'^iSmgi  refilisd  Andx^r,  <<  but  Aat 
ni  get  Miss  Mary  another  partncar,  .wjhich  wiil 
le»ve  me  firee  to  dance  the  Sootph  measiur^roiiitbe 
IH^aokanioor^^  j^;  wi^  you.  Miss  Mixy.  Bh  I  what 
a  wonder  it  will  be  to  a^  the  company  to  see  you 
and  me  loupi^g  and  flinging  like  tb^  wilebes  in 
^oway  Sixk  T  And  aft^  these  words  he  scud* 
dedftem  tikevi  ibtough  tihe  crowd,,  to^aids  a  young 
DoUtemw  iBth  whom  hewaft  acifuaintfidy  eqjaaUy  re- 
marisaUe  ferithe  beai)^  of  his  pefson^hift  selS^;^ 
cei^  aiid  4haU9 w  undorstandingfjsnd  iiiqiiii^ 


110  eUAPtSA  XI. 

woidiotdaivee with  MiegCvmrnnghitM/  MaFy>«p* 
peorance  had  by  thk  time  Mtracted  the  attention^ 
lAl^e  man ;  and  Lo^d  Dimpletcm,  d^ght^  ^h 
Ae  proposal^  imme<&ately  weM  idth  Andrei)  Md 
wm  introduced  to  lite  Iftdiei. 

In  choosing  such  a  partner,  it  is  not  to  be  don^bt^ 
ed  that  Andrew,  had  <K)n8id6rat3Mi  for  Irs  Lorct 
shqik €ndo«niaU» ;  ifixr  in  die «d«eti<m»  he pafaitt 
eomplimciit  to  the  discermnent  of  his  misfreari 
with  whom,  according  to  the  estifesate  he  had  fMsy- 
ed  ofli^  judgment  and  Bense^  he  judged  Ibat  nei* 
ther  the  rank  nor  the  personal  appeamince  <lf  die 
yomtig  Bidion  i(K)«ld  have  my  prefidieid  kifltLence 
OK  his  own  pretensions— pretensions  for  l^e  fli*st 
tktte^^^  dn  that  eveidng. 
.  Noihing  A»e  pmrticulatiy  oiccurted  dorteg  the 
n^ainderofthen^t.  T^etrwo  ladies,  on  aeeotnrlr 
of  Cutnitnghatn''s  ilhiess,  retired  eari;;^  v  attdnext 
day,  when  A^irew  ealled^  Mxty  was  cool  ai^d  dis- 
taui  towaedi  htm ;  while  her  aunt^  cm^e  bcmtr** 
ry,  reoemd  Mni  witii  marked  attetKtieny  ^jtpress^ 
inig  ber  wonder  »id  (surprise  to  ha^ell>mid'hfa»t 
Msch  J»iwroanle«Qioaikg  so  many  of  die  nihility; 
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But  sXL  iht  pka^nore  Im  deirii^  frmn  the  allMBil 
mMMinrnof  Mte  Mij^  wa#  ftr  mov^  tbo^  o¥«Aiit- 
liH^FOedby-^'C^ld  deooKum  of  M«]y;^^ 
wmd'diAi  i^y^mriki^  imallofaimie  #eere4  r«fle6- 
tiOB^  tilid't]»iit  lWdi8%e  was  not  hv^mnhh  to  his 
wMko.  Ia  one  res|wcl,  howe¥eE»  it  was  not  dis- 
couraging ;  for  it  womed  to  impfy  liuit  idle-  no 
longer  ccmsid^red  the  difference  in  thdr  condition 
an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  gratification  of 
those  wishes  which  he  had  now  seiiousty  began 
to  entertain. 

During  the  remmder  of  the  time  that  the  Cun- 
ninghams stayed  in  London^  Andrew  frequently 
called,  but  no  alteration  took  place  in  the  studied 
reserve  of  Mary ;  nor  did  he  appear  in  any  instance 
to  presmne  one  step  farther  than  he  had  been  ac- 
customed to  take.  Towards  Miss  Mizy,  however, 
l|is  behaviour  had  evidently  entirely  altered.  He 
took  every  opnortunity  of  soothing  her  humour, 
and  flattering  her  in  all  the  tenderest  and  most 
vulnerable  parts  of  her  charact^,  till  she  was  tho- 
roughly persuaded  that  he  was  one  of  the  wisest 
and  most  discerning  of  mankind— an  opinion 
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which  she  peremptorily  asserted  whenever  Mary 
i^ected  in  his  absence  to  ridicule  his  person  at 
manners ;  adding  to  the  assertion  an  emphatic  pre- 
diction, that  she  was  sure  he  would  be  ordained 
Lord  Mayor  of  London ;  tbr  he  was  in  a  far  more 
likely  road  to  the  post  .than  Whittington  when 
greeting  wi^  his  cat  in  his  arms. 
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CHAPTER  XH. 


TH£.  F0RS8T« 


For  some  time  after  the  Ctmnhighams  left 
London,  nothing  particular  occurred  to  our  hero. 
He  attended  his  duty  as  usual  at  Chambers,  and 
firequently  the  parties  of  his  fashionable  friends. 
The  marriage  of  Mordaunt  took  place  at  the  time 
a^p<»nted ;  and,  in  addition  to  a  renewal  of  his  pro- 
mise to  give  Andrew  his  business  when  he  commen- 
ced on  his  own  account,  Sir-  Thomas  Beauchamp 
himself  assinred  him  that  he  mights  likewise  count 
him  among  his  friends,  and  daim.his  best  offices  as 
soon  as  they  could  be  of  any  use.  But  no  incident 
gave  him  morepleasure thimaletter  fromLord  San- 
dyford,  requesting  him  to  come  to  Chastington-hall 
for  a  few  days — an  invitation  which  Mr  Vellum 
cheerftilly  aUowed  him  to  accept 
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The  object  which  the  Earl  had  in  view  in  wish- 
ing to  see  him,  was  with  reference  to  a  settlement 
which  he  intended  to  make  on  the  Counteiss,  but 
which,  for  some  reason  that  he  never  explained,  he 
wished  to  be  kept  secret  even  from  Vellum. 

Andrew  was  bever  ibnd  of  traveHiiig  post ;  nor 
was  he  more  satisfied  with  the  perilous  velocity  of 
stage-coaches.  In  Ins  jouHt'to  Chastington-hall 
he  therefore  resolved  to  take  his  own  way ;  ac- 
Awfdki^y,  in  die  afternoan  of  the  fitteebji^JouiP- 
Bey,  M  he  ixltended  to  deep  ^trii^it  atfhe  iwaH 
af  Moffbtodftt;  to  whose- faappbieftsh^  hadi^  «lN^eo^ 
litiUy  <)ontai?ibii1ied,  he  left  &e  imadi  in  whkh  bd 
^aSae  froin  Lctodm^r  ^ix^'vralkedforwikrd  ttlcme; 
Itts poittndntnabekig^ wiA  muaj j^itadtionc^  evi 
trusted  to  the  care  of  tbe  guards  to  bd  kfl^it  tlli 
Bm(3tySosA^naB^*^e  puUJoJiouse^  M  ^  ^  PaA^ 
gme^of  ClocdngtoD^fanD;  -^ 

His  roiad  lay  thmighim opina lbi«st, doi^'1^ 
JHH^^m  of  11  sange^of  hiHsbesatifbBy  Covered  Wftil 
verdtie;  butexceptwfaere  here  andthere  sfvli^ilMl 
idlii'dif{tp^4beyweferliiDriyands^«nt.  ThefiiOi^ 
tastio  fonxis  of  some  of  the  old  trees'wer^  eateola* 
ted  to  awaken  roxnantic  fldtiirife»;  while  the  ^^astottl 
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lariiiqiiiiltty  of  Or  liilllr  bad  4  irympa&etit  inflii- 
c»cb  OH  the  aifad^  «nl^ffiicd'tke'p»M&|plni- 

At  AaAfew  -w^aonfwatd  ^lodAbig'/kiB  isoliitiy 
.way»  bo-  bainpea(e3i:;iit  oi^  df -Ae^tibiehest  favto^tf 
the  woody  to  observe  a  troop  .of  fppfl0fir«Bcaoiped 
-al  db6  fcKKi  ttP  A  tpacimstiak^  td  a  UoaoyeiioSiilucfa 
•dbef  Ifiid'fiistbied  atfflpt.'l^at'siii^^esdbd^didbr^k^ 
ttfc  ^iisoM  andr.wilfaesed  Uag^  in  aund  cteU%. li» 
mcmsbem^  as  die  ieemed^-  of  the  .'#hofe  gaiig» 
ms  aeated  neipr  l3a0  kettle  endaavmnngwith  bcfr 
moitLte  bbw  iplo  ^me  &  ftM^i  atkib  'aiidt^lba* 
teyrwbi^b  she  had' placed  under  it;  «t  her 
iS^  ati^odr  a.  IbamiA  Maeb^ejml  tiEdin  ]^eelB% 
^loidii^ ;  iffldle  Aft  iAmw  liwtani^ 
I^B  4i^bs»  df  the  boy, imi^  |)ickkig  tbefeallma 
ftdmra.googe'that  had  teen  labwad  tint  aaonni^ 
ftomtheflotjk^f  JiMtiise  Stdeksmft  GandnsfieUMDOBk 
BKm.  A^faMaJ^nttweifveMoitdraiildimsalai^^ 
Aaaif  ibe  graadftuj^fa^  ill  aiMiiad  frame^a^^ 
ttfie  a^fidtfrU^tet  in  fibapa,  bat  ^wilboot  top  ^  lM- 
^emrf'  iilMn^  wmor  a  doiiiiyiitUfialt 
altaD  ffli>£lff«ui:«d*y^&uiq^  mai^  in«igged<fii^aMil^ 
ida^  afiieq^on  the  grmmd,  bia  head«ei$tki9<»lbe 
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roolof  a  txee$  whik  an  di^dbiirlwafi  engaged  m 
miloaAttg  a  rude  east,  fiornvhidi  an-jassliadbeen 
uayoked  Aaia^stiuKty  lad  was  draggisig^  ahmir 
tedier  towards  a  ricber-mig  of  gxasa  and  heribage 
than  coveied  tlie  spot  whore  tlfey  had  fi:«ed  tbeir 
temponyy  domicile. 

.Ancbew,  who  had  no  gieat  affixsticm  fisor  V»« 
-grants  of  any  kind,  was  not  at  all  comforiaMb 
when  he  discovered  these,  and  tiied  to  walk  luMh 
taly  and  soAly  past  tbem ;  but  liie  boy  who  wM 
peding  the  enioiis  happened  ta  disGorer  Ima,  and 
was  at  his  aidein  amoment,  mast  patheticdlyini- 
plonng  charity^  Qnr  1m^m>  aflfected  not  to  netioe 
him,  bui^  hastened  on,  which  qindkened  Ae  hfijh 
impoitumty.  to  sudh  a  degree  tiaat  it  eeidd  be  no 
longcff  resisted..  It  happened,  Iwwever,  tha^  Ala* 
drew  had  no  malkr  ^abge  than  sillier ;  tmd  in 
his  trqaidadon,  ntistaking  haI£4i-c3N>wn  for  a  p^»* 
lay^iHece,  ast^aished  Ae  b^gpur  by  Ms  libeicafity. 
The  gipsy,  in  a  iaamsf(og%,of  joy,  letunied  sbo^ 
iag  to  head-qiiacters,  9»A  to  tjie  heiaror  of  Axn 
;dx3ew,  who  gare  a  hunied  badEwaid  i^^noe,  the 
whole  geng  weoe  asa^aUed  round  t^  boyt  .aa^ 
looking  towards  hinL  ^<  They  will  tliinkniey^  said 
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be^  lamel^  ^  nude  of  monef^ittid  AiBfU  pur- 
soe  Jmd  murder  me.^  The  thought  lettt-wings  to 
IhbiIimIs,  ftnd  ifae  moment  thstiei  turn  of  liieirodd 
ooBcealed  him  from  the  view  of  liie  gipsies,  hetaoi 
atfiiU  speed  till  lie  wAsout  of  breath. 

3y  the  time  he  had  recoTered  die  immediate 
e&cts  of  hig  riaee,  the  sun  had  dedined  to  the  ho- 
rixoti.  And  the  sides,  irithcthat  uncertainty  (^  we^ 
tber  irfaieh  prevails  in  the  faSL  of  the  year,  ime 
^dduded  and  oveiBicait*  No  halntaition  vas  in  s^^ht ; 
mi  as  tike  road  had  proved  more  long  and  loneu 
13;^  to  JsMfy  nothing  et  the  gipsies,  than  was  expect* 
ed,  fae  be^  to  fear  be  was  destined  to  be  ovo^ 
taJam  bf  ^ti^lit.  This  was  not  at  all  a  eont- 
finrtable  aj^prehenfflion,  nor  was  it^cheGnred  by  a  flash 
of  £{^tuuig,f  slowly  fidlowed  ty  defep  and  mtittei^ 
ii^  Atttiriter  that  gramiiied  heaffiy  bdnnd  die 
hilb. 
'  ^^Whltt  lAall  I  do  ^  the  n^  comes  on  befote 
Lgelitotbi{^t  land  ?^  siadourcKsoonsolateadvclD^ 
iaBttr,^teyai|(ithe  dir^teamg  heavens.  TheMgfat- 
lui^^fladied  tn  his  ikce,  and  she  thunder  instant- 
If  Jiatiltd  such^a^pealy  dMtthe  xan  coweikig^dong 
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asif'tibe  vfaibjin4^nifiMr^  o£  d»  Bides  weo^iMat^ 
Ukig^  about  Hb  ^avs. 

.)TlnsjEruiUtfn  clap.irafi  iiiiixifldiAleiy.8qeken3)Ml 
bf  l2U^  dioyis  of  xain. 

On  the  one  Aide  AndiewbfthfMoiify.tiM)  ibai&  \ 
emi%  faHlfl^  hate  ancLdreaiyi  aiicLcib  JlMLOtUery  tbe 
fwest,  fiiH  of  fantastic  filrapes  jn^  fibadatni* 

.•^The  ,%fat2DiiBg  gifiiir\iii(m  .ficequml^  :9ioA  /ike 
thunder  volkd  budfir  aitd  &>i»dier.    }Ih»  ""ifb^ici ; 
iK^dHn  was  Med  nitk  hlftctaeM»  undcthe^^Ilioin  of  > 
iu|^:  iiisested  eT«ry..oI^ect  bug.  b«fi)ie  the  aitte^  ^ 
ral  time.     Stilly  l^omvar,  tb&^r^ia  held  ,offy  e^^ 
cepi  an  oocaaumal  Jd^Mring  of  Jis««uljpd4lttgTy  > 
disqpa^  which  indioated  :with  ^adsM;  a.deli^-^bjs 
chrnds  were  loaded. 

.  Theve  was  no  tiw  £»  joAe^tisiK,  hliiiHily  fi>t ' 
speied^  and  as  Aiuiiew.iMatfiiusfl  an>.heJ3iiifii^^M 
ed,  by  the  frequent  gleams  of  the  lightning,  tbat 
the  limst  was  left  behk^,  Jihat  tb^  Wk  xs^steded^ 
and  that  ids  a^oad  by  4tf9r«^an  ektaisive.4Qinii»f^ 
This  cbculn^ance  i£d  not  in.itaetf  dktob  Jum.;.; 
but  soon  aftev,  he  fouiidilUtlieliadatiaijrfidifijun 
dl!(^.pat|t  ai)d'Was.W¥iUdi)g  imetbe ;9:ttffi^ 


to  regain  the  road ;  but  in  doubt  whether  it  lay 
on  the  right  or  the  left,  in  the  search  he  went  still 
more  and  more  astray ;  and  the  rain  beginning  to 
descend  in  toirents,  his  heart  sunk  within  him. 
In  this  juncture  he  discovered,  by  a  gleam  of  light- 
ning, a  large  tree  at  som^  distance ;  and  impelled 
by  the  immediate  instinct  which  the  rain  awaken- 
ed, he  forgot  the  dai^ger  of  such  a  shelter  in  such 
a  storm,  and  ran  towards  it.  Scarcely,  however, 
had  h^  taken  twenty  steps  when,  in  the  midst  of 
a  ,fisarfi4.fl4^,  :tbe  free  waa  jiven  iiitp  ^iitera  by 
a  thimderbpU. 
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AkdMw,  for  iBbme  time  after  the  tree  had 
been  shivered  mto  spKnters,  stood  like  a  statue. 
Drenched  to  the  skin,  and  astray,  he  had  no  al- 
tematdve,  when  he  recovered  from  Ins  constama^ 
lion,  but  to  walk  straight  forward.  He  had  not, 
however,  advanced  many  paces  till  he  found  his 
perplexity  increased,  and  his  feet  bewildered  amoi^ 
mshes  ftnd  sedg^,  and  environed  with  the  periki 
of  a  morass.  Perhaps  his  fears  augmented  th^ 
danger,  and  it  w^  only  the  effects  of  the  heavy 
and  sudden  ndn  th^t  he  mistook  for  a  marsh; 
but  the  water  deepened  when  he  attenqpted  to  ad*  -^ 
vance,  and  he  was  glad  to  retrace  his  stqp$v 
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Completely  wet,  and  almost  overwhelmed  by 
despair,  he  quitted  the  borders  of  the  morass, 
and  with  a  sort  of  instinctive,  or  rather  irrational, 
precipitancy,  he  ran  jfrom  it,  till  he  was  again 
stepped  by  the  noise  of  a  river  before  him,  so  kud 
that  he  could  not  but  fear  it  was  deep,  strcmg, 
and  rapid,  swollen,  as  it  was,  into  fury  by  the  tor- 
rents from  the  hills. 

This  was  even,  he  thought,  more  appalling  than 
the  oak  dbrvered  by  the  lightning ;  and  under  an 
imme^Bate  presstire  of  despair  in  the  moment,  h^ 
sat  down  npoH  a'  stone;  which  he  afterwards  de- 
scribe as  the  head  txhd  corner-stone  of  his  suf- 
fering^ in  that  night. 

'  Htf  had  not  been  long  seated,  when  he  disco- 
vered a  light  at  some  distance.  It  was  low,  dim, 
and  red  ;''but  it  was  to  him  Hke  the  hospitable 
eye  of  a  friend,  and  he  rose  and  walked  cautiom- 
ly  to^rds  itJ  In  a  short  tirtie  he  found  hikself 
agidfftt'tKe  ftrest,  and  sffll  the  light  was  beam* 
ii^andalttribg' him  forward';  and  the  rain  ha;: 
^ng^  passed  dS^'  KiWi,  aWiou^  dirippfeigwith 
wet,  more  and  more  confidence  as  he  advanced^ 
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As  he  walked  in  a  straight  Hne,  his  path  wa<r 
ruf^ed  and  uneven,  and  in  many  places  inter- 
rupted with  brambles,  through  which,  however, 
he  resolutely  forced  his  way,  afraid,  if  he  deviated 
to  the  one  side  or  the  other,  he  might  lose  sight 
of  the  light.  By  this  constancy  of  persevera&ce, 
in  the  course  of  a  short  time  he  reached  near 
enough  to  see  that  it  was  a  fire,  around  which  sc^ 
veral  persons,  men,  women,  and  children,  were 
seated ;  and  pressing  still  on,  he  at  length  disco- 
vered a  stew-kettle  hanging  from  a  bough,  and 
recognized  his  old  acquaintances  the  gipines. 

This  recognition  did  not  at  first  produce  may 
very  agreeable  emotions ;  but  the  horrors  of  the 
thunder-storm  had  somewhat  chatted  hig  mood. 
He  was  cold,  and  weary,  and  wet.  He  was  also 
not  altogether  free  from  the  pains  of  hunger.  The 
fire  burned  brightly ;  the  flames  ffickerin^  cKmb- 
ed  the  sides  of  the  pot,  as  if  they  would  have 
gladly  tasted  its  savoury  contents,  that  froaed  in 
a  streamy  vapour  to  the  bouj^s ;  while  the  ^p« 
des  around  were  drying  their  rags  at  die  fire,  and 
smiling  cheerftdly  to  one  wiother,  dieir  qwrkling 
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eyes  and  brij^tening  £fices  giving  an  assurance  of 
iimocent  thoughts  and  free  dispositions. 

The  boy^  who  had  won  the  half-crown,  was  the 
first  who  discovered  Andrew ;  and  coining  hasti- 
ly forward,  immediately  recognized  him.  Diuiger 
had  taught  our  hero  address,  and  before  die  boy 
had  time  to  say  any  thing,  he  stepped  briskly  to 
the  groupi,  and  said,  ^^  Honest  folk,  can  ye  assist 
a  poor  wayfaring  man  that  has  missed  the  road, 
diookit  to  the  skin,  and  little  able  to  gang  far- 
ther?'' 

The  i^psies  immediately  opened  their  cii^cle, 
and  made  room  for  him  by  the  fire;  and  after 
eosne  unknown  jabber  among  themselves,  the  strip- 
UiB^,  whom  we  haye  mentioned  as  leading  the  ass, 
rose  and  went  to  the  cart,  from  which  he  returned 
with  a  bottle,  that  he  offered  to  Andrew,  telling 
him  it  was  brandy,  and  to  take  a  gudk.  The  of- 
fer did  not  reqidre  the  aid  of  much  persuasion  ; 
and  in  drawing  his  breath,  after  having  swallowed 
a  modictsn,  our  hero  thought  the  gipsies  very 
dviUzed  kind  of  creatures. 

Somewhat  invigorated  by  the  brandy,  and  his 
clothes  bepnning  to  dry,  he  entered  into  conver- 
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sad^i  with  tfaem,  mquiring  how  far  he  was  finom 
any  place  where  he  could  obtain  shelter.     Tfa^ 
told  hiro,  that  theie  was  a  village,  about  two  miles 
ofF,  within  the  forest ;  and  the  young  fellow,  in 
the  old  re^mentals^  offered  to  conduct  him  thi- 
ther after  supper.    In  the  meantime,  the  grand- 
mother, who  had  frequently  tasted  the  soup  with 
a  wooden  ladle,  at  length  declared  it  ready ;  and 
thd  kettle  was  untied  from  the  rope,  and  placed 
on  the  ground — hcnn  spoons  were  then  distribu« 
ted,  and  our  hero  invited  to  partake.     The  soup 
was  eaten  immediately  from  the  seething-kettle, 
each  of  the  company  Mowing  to  cool  it  as  he  carried 
it  to  his  mouth.     In  this  manner  the  broth  was 
consumed ;  and  slices  of  bread  being  distributed^ 
the  goose  was  torn  in  pieces,  and  the  parts  s^ed 
at  random.     The  old  man,  however,  presented 
Andrew  with  a  kg ;  and  he,  in  his  turn,  won  the 
hearts  of  the  w<Mnen  by  giving  the  yoimgcst  child 
a  bone  to  suck  from  his  own  mouth.     It  was  this 
happy  facility  g£  adapting  himself  to  the  man»ei:8 
of  those  among  whom  he  happened  to  be  placed^ 
that  so  wonderfully  shaped  his  fortune.     The 
gipdes,  whom  he  had  so  greatly  dreaded,  nc^ 
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0nly  treated  him  with  kindness,  but  the  feHow, 
whose  appeAraace  seemed  almost  too  imcouth  ior 
huBAaauty,  was  delighted  in  being  afforded  an  op- 
portunity of  repaying  the  confidence  which  he 
seemed  to  have  reposed  in  them. 

When  Mpper  was  over,  the  regimentaled  gip- 
sy  aceordingly  renewed  his  oHfer  to  conduct  our 
hero  lao  the  village ;  and  Andrew,  m.  a  glow  of 
thankfulness,  augmented  by  the  generous  eflfec^ 
of  findiqg  so  much  o£  the  kindliness  of  human  na- 
ture  among  a  troop  of  vagrants,  whom  he  oonsi- 
ikred  as  fiie  most  d^raved  of  the  qxecies,  distri- 
buted among  th&n  a  handful  of  uncounted  silver, 
Ae  first  unreckoned  fi»»iey  he  had  ever  expeuiJbdS. 

After  the  storm,  the  moon  lodked  from  her  win- 
^w  in  the  dkmd,  to  tell  the  travellers  who  had 
gone  into  «heltet  that  thej  might  resume  their 
journey,  and  our  hero,  with  the  ^psy,  went  to* 
wards  the  village. 

^^  You  win  find  but  sorry  quarters  there,^  said 
the  guide.  ^^  The  only  pemm  who  can  give  yon 
wami  ones  is  the  parson,  and  he  won"^  The 
never  a  one  does  he  fedd^ ;  Imt  for  that  his  gos^ 
lings  are  thin  on  the  common,  and  his  capons  are 
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at  feast  before  they  are  fattened.  Howsomever, 
well  pull  his  latch,  and  try  his  heart.  But  that 
you  must  do ;  for  were  I  seen  within  his  paling, 
the  hemp  is  not  to  spin  that  would  purse  my 
throttle.'' 

As  soon  as  the  gipsy  shewed  the  parson's 
gate,  Andrew  said  to  him,  ^*  Maybe,  young  man, 
I  may  hae  it  in  my  power  to  do  as  good  a  turn  as 
this  for  you  some  time,  if  yell  let  me  know  when.'" 

And  he  gave  him  his  card,  and  wished  him 
good  night. 

It  was  now  far  in  the  evening ;  but  the  c^uidles 
were  still  burning  bright  in  the  parlour  of  Dr 
Saf&on,  when  our  hero  rang  the  bell  at  the  gate. 
A  watch-dog,  with  an  audible  bay,  answered  the 
summons ;  and  soon  after,  a  servant,  in  homely 
livery,  opened  the  door,  and  inquired  who  was 
there. 

"  Tell  your  master,  my  lad,"  was  the  reply, 
^^  that  a  young  man,  in  great  need  of  a  night^s 
lodging,  would  be  obliged  to  him  for  a  bed." 

"  Tell  the  fellow  to  go  about  his  business  !" 
exclaimed  a  gruff  corpident  voice  from  within. 
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whose  accents  were  scarcely  more,  civil  than  those 
of  the  mastiff. 

^^  I  hare  no  other  business  at  this  time,  reve- 
rent sir,  and  ye  had  as  weel  let  me  in ;  for  my 
daes  are  damp,  and  my  1^  are  weary,  and  it  will 
no  be  tdlipg  you,  if  ony  thing  ails  me  at  your 
door,^  replied  our  hero. 

"  Who  are  you  ? — ^What  are  you  ?^  cried  the 
Doctor,  shewing  forth  his  plump  red  visage, 
cro^rnied  with  a  white  night-cap,  from  behind  the 
door,  and  holding  a  candle  in  his  hand. 

^^  I  am  a  bewildered  Christian,^  said  Andrew, 
slyly,  ^'  that  was  overtaken  by  the  storm,  and 
glad  to  ask  help  of  a  gang  of  houseless  gipsy 
tagirants,  that  treated  me  with  great  discretion ; 
your  rever^xce  will  no  surely  be  more  imdrciun- 
dsed  than  gipsies  ?" 

"  But  what  are  you  ?*"  cried  the  Doctor  more 
earnestly,  coming  out  into  full  view. 

"  Tm  by  profeission  in  the  law,''  replied  An- 
drew, ^^  and  was  only  passing  through  this  part 
of  the  country.^ 

"  Have  you  no  horse,  no  carriage  ?**"  exclaimed 
the  parson. 
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'  *^  I  have  nothitig  of  th^  Kort,"'  wag  the  tefltf. 
^^  In  truth,  sir,  ye  never  had  a  bett^  Vipportunk^r 
-to  do  a  eeevil  thing  in  your  1^,  than  to  tdke'me 
in  who  ksA  a  stranger  in  this  laiid.^ 

^^  It  is  a  bold  request  %o  omne  t»  Any^geftt^ 
man^^s  door,  and  demand  quaiters  In  ^s  man- 
ner,'" replied  the  Doctor;  and  he  was  on  the 
point  of  ordering  the  footman  to  come  in  and 
shut  the  door,  when  our  h^o,  apprdieiisive  of 
prolonging  the  conversation  in  tide  way  a  little 
too  nuich,  said,  *^  Ifs  vent  true,  Doctor,  wh»t 
you  say ;  birt  it  was  all  owing  to  a  freak  «f  mine. 
I  am  goii^  into  the  west,  on  a  visit  to  iSie  Earl 
of  Siandjribrd,  and  was  to  have  taken  my^  bed  io- 
mght  with  Mr  Meidaimt  of  Beech-Giove,  in  this 
neighbourhood.  Begn^ed  by  the  fine  aftemooii, 
I  was  enticed  to  walk  from  the  last  stage.  The 
storm  ov^took  me,  and  here  I  am  at  yoior  m^k^- 
ftil  hospitality." 

There  was  Bonething  in  this  diat  die  Doctor 
hkcd  better  than  1^  pt^vioos  converMtion,  and 
he  requested  him  to  come  in.  Tlie  a^ppeacanoe 
of  our  hero,  at  all  times  rather  odd  than  prepos- 
sessing, somewhat  st^r^ed  the  Hector,  who  soon, 


however,  discovered,  notwithstanding  his  homely 
exterior,  that  he  was  accustomed  to  good  society. 
The  conversation  having  led  to  a  few  fiirther  expla- 
nations, the  pariour-bell  was  rung^and  the  servant 
ordered  to  get  a  bed  prepared  for  the  stranger. 


f2 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


SXPLANATIONa* 


1*118  reyerend  Doctor  Saffiron^  into  whocie  hos* 
pitable  raansioii  our  hero  had  beaa  receiY^^  ^ptes* 
tioned  him  in  rather  a  particular  manner  a^  to  the 
situation  of  Lord  and  Lady  SondyllNrd.  Wylie 
was  struck  with  this  circumstance,  and  it  exdted 
his  curiosity  to  ascertain  the  cause. 

^^  It^s  no  easy  to  say  what^s  th^  situation^^ 
was  his  wary  reply ;  ^^  but  Fm  thinking  ib^  are 
some  friends  of  yours.*" 

^^  No,^  said  the  Doctor,  ^^  but  I  have  heard 
that  an  un&rtumUe  nephew  <^  mine  is  deeply  im- 
pUcated  in  what  has  happened  between  them.^ 

**  Ay  r  exclaimed  Andrew,  *<  so  ye*re  uncle 
to  that  slippery  blade,  Ferrers  P"^ 
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^^  Yes,  I  have  the  wmrow  and  misfortune.  His 
mother  was  my  only  sister^  and  he  is  paroperly  my 
h w ;  but  fi>r  some  time  his  conduct  has  been  so 
extravagant,  and  his  mind  so  unsettled,  that  I 
fear  he  will  constrain  me  to  cancel  the  oUigations 
cinatme  and  afifeetion;^ 

**  Where  is  he  now  ?^  said  our  hero. 

^^  That  I  cannot  answer,"^  replied  the  Doctor ; 
^^  I  would  giye  much  to  know ;  for  this  very  after- 
noon I  received  a  lettei^  from  one  of  his  friends, 
the  eontHits  of  which  have  greatly  distressed  me* 
He  has  nal  been  seen  in  London  for  some  time, 
imd  t^  one  «if  bia  acquaintanee  there  can  teU  what 
has  become  rfhkn«^ 

^^  That^s  very  cKstremng,  sir ;  very  distressing, 
indeed  r  observed  Andrew,  thoughtfiilly ;  and 
h»  dien  aMed,  '<  the  last  accoimt  we  had  o^  him 
was  hes  being  in  the  noj^ibourhood  oi  Elder- 
boaret  widi  t^  Countess."^ 

>^  Possil^^  he  may  still  be  with  her— Where  is 
she  f^  itiqiaJ*^  iJle  Dddor. 

^  No^"^  xe[died  AnA?ew^  ^<  her  Leddyship  is  no 
jnst  left  so  fiir  to  .bevsel.  Ever  since.the  disco- 
veiy,  she  has  been  Uying  a  very  penitent  life  in 
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one  4^biet  ftdier^s  oU  cMtks,  idboe  lanreto'aiid 
boirletB  «!e  dieionlyBuigiiig  isUsyie  cm  Udeito 
heftdcen  io..    M«ybe  Mr  Ftnrenr  Jt«»  dBcd  die 

likely  to  be  the  case,  for  Ub  fifteuis  iwipe  luninji^ 
drained ;  lie  li«d  heimerff^Mng,'^  md  die  Doc- 
tor.   ^'  Indeed,  the  oc^mmmH£A^  inquiry  re- 
{peeting  ium  i»  of  0adb>liiiMaB%  ibtit^iMlkitig 
laHiit  die  moft  6xtie»e«llm.4anid>lllTOr^^^tefl  lAie 

-to  Jt.  '■  •  *       .  *  I . 

^  itV  a  «0re  ^nng  td  iiam  afedoblg  JSneandB. 
But  I  ti««tmdlM|ie  thiit  imhm^  WMhrtiiidbigs 
for  any  tibing  worse  than  his-oidkomimL^ 

The  DoctM  loolusdi  ^mindjr  m  the  levity  of 
this  exptemoti^  bijft  lie-added^  with  em^mgifiy 
^^  Tliere  are  mm  iidikbt  dMif^  hq«ye  ^ftkAgty^ 
inoreveniddMAf^iraesoffiorlessi^arpit^^  j^to* 
thing  but  actaal  insanity  ean  palSite  V^ftt^H^  0$^ 
fenced' 

^^  I'm  concerned  to  heav't^—^iteiiia^^^^  ^KtiAm^ 
4rew,^dmwii^  bis  cbaira  fittfe  c^es^'to  4te  Dog- 
lOTvaiid  loohiBg^eaniest  ttd^gifieiM. 

^<  H«  Abandoned  aft  Italian  ^  irib^  tiPaS 


nidi  lnn»  anS  left  ker  txi  the  ete  of  faeeomilig  a 
nothcr,  flbiost  litara%  vtdiovt  a  diiifing.  Oreiu 
'Vfadkned  with  die  vcnie  of  her  ntuatkm  and  po» 
▼ertj,  cihe  raafafy  f0lkir)ed  him  to  Caaile  Ronfca- 
fammi^y  nhexe  dw  4idl  niddeidy  in  gpving  hirth 
toherchOd.'' 

"^  And  what  haa  Imcmie  of  the  baby  V^  «Md 
Jksckew,  owipasgioiialriy. 

^  ForluMUefy^^M  I  ha«8  learnt,  on  seiidhig  over 
this  afteniOM  to  aay  finend,  the  Reetor  of  Ca«ll»- 
RooktboTOugh,  a  lady  dP  rank  happened  to  be 
fMOBisg  dirotigh  theyiUage  when  the  melandMy 
oeecrrence  took  ]4aoe,  and  humanely  left  money, 
4iot  oidy  to  deftay  Ae  oxp^ioM  of  the  mother^ 
^6mtt^,  bii«the  Enmngofthe  ehild,- 

^  Aim  long  ago  f^  aud  A^ktrew,  eageily. 

l%e  Doetot  wae  0taFtkd4by  theqidckneM  of  the 
-qoestion,  and  instoad  ^  givmg  hmi  a  direet  an* 
iwer,  said,  ^^  You  seem  fiittpriaed.^ 

"  Wliat  ^d  they  ca'Ae  lady  P'*  exdaimed  our 
hero,  still  more  impatiently. 

-  ^  She  wished  "her  iRame  ooneeakd;  but  some 
enepiden  is^M^Niahied  that  it  was  no  other  "itmn 
irtijy  Sttii^f4S[»!d.'^ 
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At  tlMflb  wards  Andrew  leapt  firom  lus  ceMy 
and  ran  daneii^  round  the  room,  otackmg  lys 
.fingers,  and  whistling  tnnnphantly.  The  re^ 
yerend  Doctor  threw  himself  back  in  his. chair, 
and  looked  at  him  with  amaaem^it  At  last  An- 
drew halted,  and  going  dose  up  to  him,  said, 
^'  Oh  1  but  ye  hae  told  me  hUthe  newa^r-I.  could 
wager  a  plack  to  a  bawbee,  that  I  have  been  aae 
of  the  stupidest  ereatttres  diat  eyer  the  Lord  took 
the  trouble  to  put  the  breath- of  ^Ufe  in.'' 

Still  the  Doctor  could  only  look  lus  aatonndi^ 
mettt.  ^^  Ay,""  continued  Andrew,  ^^  ye  may 
,weel  glower  with  the  een  of  wonder;.  fermaiU^ 
this  IS  a  joy  unspeakaUe;*  and  passing  all  und^^ 
standing.  Ill  set  aff  for  Chastington4iall  Ate 
blessed  nightr^No ;  rjl  gang  first  to  my  I^eddy, 
to.  make  all.siire-rWe^  who  could  hay&  thought 
jtb^t.  Provi4ence  wasi  in  Ae  stopo^.tQ  |«i^  fia^e  jW 
instrument  in  this  discoY^.'"  .     ,,. 

,  ^^  I)js^yBry  r  ecfai^  the  .Doctcpr,  mcfchani* 

cuiiy*  't  '  ,  .    '    '*•*• ', 

^'  It's  l^etter  than  tbe^kngi^d^f^'sit)^^  pht- 
loippher's  stwe  I  Oh,  Doctor,  D^otor,  th^.flfmi^ 
of  Aladdin's  lamp  could  not  play  peu  to- 
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VfhMCn  sf^le^rufaies  and  pimn-peads  to  diantj 
and  heayenly  tmth  P — ^But  I  matm  compose  my- 
actf,  finr  I  see  ye*ire  temfied,  and  think  I^  ^(HAg 
offiitil^naa.'' 

^*  I  am,  indeed,  exceedingly  surprised  at  die 
v^mence  of  yma  onidiict,^  said  the  Doctor, 
emphatic8%.  '^  This  Hews,  which  to  nte  was  so 
fraught  widi  ailiction,  seems  to  you  pregnant 
with  great  pleasure.^ 

"  It's  an  ill  wind  that  Waws  naebody  good/^ 
cried  Andrew,  still  unaUe  to  bridle  his  joy. 
**  But  what's  pleasure  to  me,  bodes  no  ill  to  you. 
DepeAd  upon\  Doctor,  there's  as  little  truth  in 
that  feul  tale  of  y^ur  nephew  and  Leddy  Sandy- 
foird,  a9  in  a  newspaper  clash.  The  baim  was 
thought  A  living  end^te-  of  the  fact."  , 
-  ^  1  wish,  sb,'^  interrupted  the  Doctor,  ^  that 
yo^u  wouM  take  time  to  explain  what  it' is  you  al- 
lude to.'' 

*  'Andrew  thra,  with  as  much  method  as  the 
flurry  of  his  qiirits  would  allow,  related  the  mys- 
tery and  suie^don  which  had  attached  to  the 
difld  of  the  Rose  and  Crown,  declaring  Ins  per* 
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mdAtntfcym  ^AeMmk^skaty'^  of  liar  aiintiagr 
jm  tjlie  «an0  of  F^iggBs^wodd  }reve»  <ni.eimfnra» 
tiop,  nothing  worse  than  ^  the  likeoMi  of  ^ghorit 
isokit  on  a  door.* 

The  mind  of  the  wordtj  Reetor  seemed  to  dc^ 
rive  «ome  degree  of  Mtis&ction  firom  this  assu^ 
Wiice;  bat  he  ttUl  deplored  ^  wicke(hie8B  oF 
heart,  which  instigated  his  nephew  to  abandon 
the  poor  Italian  girl  in  a  situation  so  interesting. 

By  this  time  supper  wafi  brongfat  in,  and  An;* 
ibew  having  reflected  a  litde  more  oonsiderately 
4m.  the  business,  agreed  to  rmnain  where  he  was 
-diat  night  Next  nxmiiag,  however,  the  Doo- 
M^s  servant  was  sent  to  the  nearest  town  for 
a  chaise,  and,  during  his  absence,  the  villAge 
was  lihrown  into  great  consternation,  in  conse^ 
^enoe  >of  «  nobl^Aan  and  Ms  servants  haviiig 
found  the  body  of  a  man,  who  had  been  yoUmcI 
4ttid  murdered  hy  two  gq>sie8  in  the  forest  during 
llie  night.  Hie  story  was  huooherei^  told^  bat 
tlie  dromnstances,  wild  as  they  were,  made  oar 
heoro  shrink  with  an  inFoluntary  feeling  of  appooe. 
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hMsioTi^  for  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  robbers  be- 
longed to  the  gang  he  had  met  with.  When  the 
servant  returned,  he  learnt  that  the  nobleman  was 
Lord  Sandyford,  and  that  his  Lordship  was  still 
at  the  inn,  to  attend  the  coroner^s  inquest,  whither 
he  resolved  to  poceed  immediaitely. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


THE  EXAMINATION. 


Although  Lord  Sandyford  had  allowed  lai? 
spkits  to  sinky  after  what  was  considered  the  full 
discorery  of  his  Lady^s  infiddity,  still  he  occa- 
sionally rallied ;  and  on  hearing  of  his  friend  Mor* 
daunt^s  marriage,  summoned  resolution  enough  tQ 
pay  him  a  complimentary  visit.  In  passing  the. 
forest  early  in  the  morning  on  his  return  from  this 
visit,  the  post-boys  who  drove  his  Lordship  sud- 
d^y  stopped,  and  the  groom  in  attendance  on 
horseback,  riding  up  to  the  window  of  the  carriage^ 
informed  him  that  the  body  of  a  man  was  lying  o|at 
ike  road^  and  that  he  saw  two  men,  gipsies  by 
their  appearance,  part  from  it,  and  rush  into  the 
wood.  The  Earl  immediately  ordered  the  ^K)dy 
to  be  drawn  off  the  high-road  and  laid  on  the 
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grass,  and  the  post-boys  to  make  all  the  haste  they 
could  to  the  nearest  town — ^the  same  to  which  our 
hero  had  sent  for  the  post-diaise.  On  his  arrivd 
there,  a  party  was  immediately  formed  to  bring  the 
body,  and  to  scour  the  forest  in  quest  of  the  mur- 
derers, for  it  was  not  doubted  that  the  gipdes  who 
ware  scared  from  the  body  had  perpetrated  the 
deed. 

By  the  time  Doctor  Safiron'^s  servant  had  arri<- 
ved  at  the  Rectory  with  the  chaise,  the  body  was 
brought  to  the  iim  where  the  Earl  was ;  and  ^ 
two  gipries,  the  father  and  son,  with  whom  W^Be 
had  be^  so  hospitably  treated,  were  taken  prison- 
ers,* and  likewise  carried  to  the  town. 

A  coroner^s  inquest,  in  order  to  occasion  as  fit- 
tie  delay  as  possible  to  die  Earl,  was  immediatdy 
held ;  and  both  the  post-boys  and  his  Lordship^ 
groom  swore  that  the  t^  gipsies  were  tlie  persons 
whom  they  had  seen  quit  the  body  on  the  approach 
at  the  carriage.  Indeed  no  doubt  could  be  enter- 
tained of  l)i^ir  guilt ;  for  a  gold  watch  imd  is^veral 
other  articles,  which  were  known  tobe  thepropei^- 
ty  of  the  deceased,  were  found  in  their  possession ; 
the  body  beiiig  immediately  recognized  to  be  thM 
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^  h  Mr  KbiIi'I,  who  resided  in  Ae  neighbourhood. 
A  ve^ct  of  mmder  was  aceordingly  prQXK>iuiced 
i^g^Ainst  tbe  (Aisontes,  and  they  were  taken  to  t^ 
c^NHi-houfle  before  Sir  Hubert  Mowbray,  the  Lord 
^  tjie  Mmor,  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  gipsies  vebem^itly  protested  tibeir  inno- 
oenoe  cf  the  erime ;  but  tiie  young  man  c<mfessed 
that  he  had  plundered  the  body,  declaring  at  tbie 
jtame  lime  that  he  tovS^  it  lying  dead  on  tbe  high- 
way.* 

Sir  Hubei^  v«8  of  opiai(m»  and  ix&deed  ^  j^re- 
s^t  cweitaTed  with  him,  that  theiie  neVet  was  wl 
elMKx  «a6e  of  guik ;  aiad  he  added  from  his  owki 
knowledge,  that  in  passing  through  the  foireet  wi^ 
has  :ser¥tiil  late  die  preceding  eveidsi^  he  had^een 
t»m  mm.  bjr  ^  moonli^t,  skulking  amoi^  the 
treeis,  axii.  -00^  ^  them  he  could  almost  hitos^P 
fiwtear  was  the  younger  priscmer. 

The  gi^y  admitted  that  this  was  true,  but 
jsaa^  he  was  oonductii^  a  gentleman  who  had  lost 
hn  way  in  ^  forest,  and  in  vefifi^tion  6£  thisy 
4^Meaitedour  heroes  card. 

Sir  Hubert  looked  at  the  card^  and  warmly 
.•expressed  himself  on  the  barrfaced  falsehood  oF 
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the  Statement ;  sirring,  it  wbb  absmd  to  suppose 
that  any  gentleman  would,  at  sodbi  an  bour,  )3^ 
passing  the  fcnrest  with  such  a  gvide;  and  he 
added)  the  probabifity  rather  was,  that  the  c«td 
had  been  taken  from  the  person  of  the  <BiA>rt«i» 
nate  victim*  All  the  gipsies,  young  and  old,  w^re 
present  at  the  examinatum ;  «id  thegrandmodier^ 
daring  the  whole  time,  ppeserved  a  sort  of  empha^ 
tic  silence,  with  her  eye  steadHyimd  sternly  fixed 
<ni  the  BMNHgtet ;  who,  while  commenting  on  the 
stcnry,  ourelessfy  tcve  the  card,  and  thftew  it  on 
the  floor.  The  boy  who  receiyed  the  lMj£«F(yw» 
ftom  Andrew  watched  the  old  woman  intently ; 
and  on  receiving  a  ^gnal  from  her,  stooped  down- 
and  pd^  up  the  pie^s. 

At  the  close  <^  the  examination  tbeisitfacy  and 
oem  wer^  ordered  to  prison.  The  vest  of  the  fmxu 
ly  immediately  retired.  The  fiither  looked  fitroe* 
If  at  Sir  Hubert  when  he  signed  the  warrant  for 
their  committal ;  and  the  young  mm,  mtk  borrMe 
imprecations,  ^daimed  again^  the  injustice  of 
their  doom;  but  while  he  was  declaiming,. t]^«U 
woman  touched  her  lip  with  her  fore^finger^  and  he 
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vuMsiHtj  beeave  Ailent^  and  fi>ik>wed  his  Either 
quietfy)  but  fiulknly,  to  jaiL 

When  Lord  Sandyford,  vho  had  taken  a  deep 
mtarest  ULthkimpre0giYelKismes8,retuniedfircm& 
the  exaonmatioBy  he  seat  in  quest  of  the  gipsy 
women  and  their  dbUdren,  for  the  purpose  of 
giTing  them  some  assistance,  and  to  .obtain  an 
^qilanation  of  seyeral  cnrcumstances  which  were 
not,  in  his  opinion,  very  dearly  made  out.  In  fiict^ 
the  whole  proceedings  had  been  conducted,  iioi  a  . 
trouUed  and  unsatisfiihetory  maimer.  There  was  a 
treoDour  and  haste  about  Sir  Hubert,  and  .a  horror 
in  the  minds  of  ihe  spectators,  which  at  <«ceLawed 
and  interested  him.  But  his  messei^er  was  un- 
saccessfiil — the  women,  immediately  (m  quitting 
the  court-house,  had  left  the  town.  This  desertion 
of  their  relations  did  not  inq^  ve  the  opinion  which 
his  Lorddiip  had  formed  of  thar  diaracter ;  and 
while  he  was  speaking  tothe  landlord  on  the  sub* 
jdct,  a  post'diaise  drove  up  to  the  door.  The  land- 
lord, as  in  ditty  bound,  left  the  room  to  atteinl  the 
stranger ;  and  the  Earl,  going  forward  to  the  win- 
dow, was  agreeably  surprised  to  see  the  little  sid- 
ling figure  of  our  hero  aUght ;  nor  could  he  refrain 
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from  smiling  when  he  saw  Wylie  pay  the  post- 
boy ;  and  the  lad,  after  receiving  his  optional,  ap- 
ply  (fXP  an  addition ;  and  even  after  obtaining  an- 
other sixpence,  stiU  go  away  grumbling. 

Although  Andrew  had  hasi^Md  wi&  the  ex- 
press intention  of  conunuildcating  his  joyful  dis- 
covery respecting  the  mysterious  child,  a  degree 
of  diffidence  overcame  him  when  he  entered- the 
room,  chi^y  peihaps  occasioned  by  die  altered 
appearance  of  the  Earl ;  the  el^ant  langour  of 
whose  expressive  count^dance  was  deepened  in- 
to a  prie  and  setded  melandioly.  "  I  am  n^oioed 
tb-  see  you,^  cried  his  Lcnrdship,  with  an  effort  to 
be  gay ;  *^  but  I/have  one  injunction  to  lay  on  you, 
that  is,  never  to  speak  of  Lady  Sandyferd,  oit  al- 
lude to  her  story,  beyond  what  may  be  requisite 
to  the  business  fon  which  I  wish  your  assistance.'" 

^^  But  if  I  bring  you  glad  tidings  of  her  purity, 
my  Lord,''  cried  Andrew. 

Th^  Earl  interrupted  him,  hy  saying,  ^^  It  is 
not  a  matter  m  which  I  take  now  any  interest, 
and  I  request  you  to  be  nlent  on  the  subject" 

Wylie,  as  if  he  had  received  a  blow  on  the  fore- 
head, stagg^ed  backward,  and  seated  himself  for 
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some  time  ^lh«mt  leaking.  The  Earl  was 
deiiily  affected  b]r  bis  mortificaticin ;  but  ivithettt 
noticing  k,  immediate^ -Ibcgsn  to  relate  tbe  <ar^ 
cumstances  attending  the  discov^eiy  of  &e  murder, 
and  the  onguhiF  story  oi  the  youn^r  gipey  re- 
iq>ecting  the  card.  Thk  led  our  hen>  to  reeapita^ 
late  his  own  adventures  in  die  direst^ 

«  Then;'  said  the  Eari,  « the  st«ry  of  t^  gip- 
sy,  as  to  the  manner  in  whkh  he  got  ^  eai^  ift 
perfecd^y  true.'' 

"  As  gospel^'^  replied  Wylie,  emphatically  • 
"  and  considering  he's  a  gipsy,  I'm  fer  wratig  tf 
he  isna  an  honest  man,  gin  we  make  a  proper  aL^ 
lowance  fer  his  tod-like  inclination  to  other  ftdk'^s 
cocks  and  hens ;  but  that's  bred  in  him  by  natiu^, 
out  of  his  neighbouring' wi'  pud^odcs  and  teads, 
and  other  beasts  of  prey,  that  den  about  dykes  and 
cBtches.^ 

"  But,"  said  the  Earl,  "  the  proof  is  so  strong 
against  him,  that  it  is  impossible  to  doubt."  And 
his  Lordship  then  stated  circumstantially  what 
had  taken  place  at  the  examination. 

"  The  old  woman  is  a  pawkie  carlin^"  said  An- 
drew; "  I  saw  that  when  I  was  supping  th^ir 

13 
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<  * 

goose  brotli ;  and  I  could  wager  a  boddle  to  a  baw. 
bee  that  the  whole  clanjamphry  of  them  are  awa* 
to  London  to  spear  me  out,  m  order  to  get  me  to 
bear  testimony  as  to  the  card.  But  I  wonder,  my 
Loicd,  that  ye  allowed  the  Justice  to  rive  the  card  ?^ 

"  It  was  of  n&  ijonscquetice,'"  replied  his  Lord- 
ship, ^^  because  he  had  himself  taken  down  your 
address*"^ 

^^  I  dinna^k^o,*^  said  Andrew,  thoughtfully. 
^'  Howsever,  Til  gang  to  the  Tolbooth  and  see 
the  {pipisy,  lad,  and  hear  what  he  has  to  say  for 
hamael*  He^s  a  tooaie  tyke  in  the  looks,  that  maun 
be  allooY ;  but  a  rough  husk  often  covers  a  sweet 
kemel.*" 
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While  our  bero  and  the  Eail  were  thus  eon* 
Tcrsing  together,  Sfar  Hubert  Mowbmy  was  an- 
nounced. He  came  to  pay  his  respects  to  lua 
Lordship,  and  to  express  his  hope  and'  wish  tlitt 
he  would  attend  the  trial  of  the  ^psies. 

I  win  undoubtedly  be  present,^  said  the  Earl, 

but  unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
ends  of  justice,  I  would  decline  being  a  witness.^ 

Sir  Hubert  assured  him  that  every  due  consi- 
deration would  be  paid  to  his  Lordship^s  ieelings 
with  respect  to  that  point,  and  took  his  leave. 

'^  I  think,^  said  the  Earl,  <<  he  does  not 
appear  to  be  pleased  at  the  reservation  I  have  ex- 
pressed ;  but  really  it  is  so  shocking  a  thing  to  be 
in  any  way  concerned  in  offering  up  the  sacrificses 
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which  the  lair  80  stemly  requires,  that  a  man  may 
well  be  excused  for  beii^  reluctant  to  bear  witness 
in  the  case  qX  a  capital  ofience.^ 

"  He^s  certainly  no  content  with  something,^ 
said  Wylie,  thoughtfully ;  "  and  I  am  sorry  to 
see  that  he  would  £un  hae  the  gipsy  hanged. 
But  he^s  no  the  first  man  I  hae  heard  of  that  has 
a  yeanm^  for  blood,  and  would  hunt  th^  fellow, 
creatures  down  even  to  the  death,  wi^  an  appetite 
in  their  nmids  as  fell  as  the  hunger  of  a  rabiator. 
But,  my  Lord,  the  ^psy,  for  the  ends  of  jus^ 
tice,.  jxiust  be  protected ;  and  I'll  go  and  see  him 
immediately  anent  the  same.*" 

\jOftA  S4ndyford  was  pleased  with  this  ataqily. 
He^ had.nev^  given  Andrew  nmch  credit  for  ge- 
poxMiity,  but  the  warmth  of  gratitude  which  h% 
hlidaumifested  in  Ms  own  cas^  with  respect  to 
^he  Co^mtess,  and  the  interest  which  he  now  seem* 
1^  to  take  in  the  &te  of  the  friendl^s  vagrants^ 
-convmced  lum  that  his  mmts  did  not  entirely 
^consist  in  his  hiimoui^  nor  in  that  intuitive  per- 
ception of  the  manageatde  points  of  character,  by 
Ti^ch  he  had  been  so  often  surprised  and  di- 
verted. 
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By  the  time  our  hero  returned  firom  the  prison, 
the  Ewl  bad  ordered  his  carriage  to  be  in  readi- 
ness to  convey  them  to  Chastington-hall.  But 
Wylie  seemed  in  doubt  and  perplexity,  when  he 
came  back. 

"  The  gipsy  ,'^  said  he,  "  is  as  innocent  of  the 
blood  as  the  babe  unborn.  I  could  stake  my  right 
himd  upon  that — imt  for  rifling  the  body,  I  hae 
little  to  say  for  him.     I  think,  however,  that  it 
cannot  be  highway  robbery;  nor,  indeed,  any 
thing  beyond  the  lifting  of  a  waif,  provided  it  can 
be  shewn  that  he  was  willing,  upon  certificartion 
o^  proof,  to  make  restoration  to  the  heir.  Now  the 
heir,  in  this  case,  has  as  yet  made  no  demand.*" 
.    "  As  to  that,  whether  it  be  law  or  not,  I  can- 
not presume  to  determine;  but  I  must  say  it 
looks  very  like  common  sense,^  replied  the  Earl ; 
*^  imd  with  respect  to  the  miurder,  if  you  can  clear 
him  of  that,  I  should  think  the  robbery  will  not 
place  him  in  any  very  perilous  jeopardy.    It  will, 
I  fear,  however,  WyUe,  be  a  difficult  task  to 
prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  judge  or  jury, 
that  two  g^sies  seen  near  a  murdered  man,  and 
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afterwards  found  with  property  in  their  posses* 
sion  known  to  have  been  about  the  person  of  the 
deceased,  were  not  guilty  of  the  murder."" 

"  I  own  it,  my  Lord;  but  when  I  hae  the 
right  end  of  the  string,  I  never  despair.  A  deed 
has  been  done— somebody  did  it — but  that  some- 
body is  iio  the  poor  ne'^er-do-weel  gipsies— or  guilt 
has  more  guises  than  hypocrisy  can  put  on.*" 

"I  certainly,''  observed  the  Earl,  "  would  rely, 
in  any  case,  Wylie,'  where  management  was  ret 
quisite,  on  your  sagacity  ;  but  facta  are  stiibbom 
things,  and  a  gipsy  is  &om  his  birth  mulcted  of 
more  thaii  half  the  rights  of  any  other  man." 

'*  That's  no  to  be  disputed,  my  Lbrd ;  a  gip-' 
sey'^s  character,  a  hacheFs  slovaihness,  and  a 
waster's  want,  are  three  things  as  far  beyond  a"" 
remedy,  as  a  blackamoor's  face,  a  chzb  foot,  or  a 
short  temper.  But,  as  your  Lordship  weel  ob- 
serves, facts  are  stubborn  things ;  they  are  step- 
ping-stones in  the  mire,  and  it  is  by  them  that  I 
hope  the  do-na-gude  may  get  over  hig  present 
da%er ;  at  least,  I'll^  try  to  lend  Iiim  m,  hdping 
haaid.*  But  no  to  trust  altogether  to  the  weakness 
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of  my  own  judgment,  111  hasten  to  London  ftr 
the  advice  o£  some  more  eiqierienced  head.^ 

'^  Then  you  'will  not  go  with  me  to  Chastmg}- 
ton  ?'' said  the  EarL 

^^  Your  Lordship  maiumi  6xpeet  it  in  aaa  m. 
stance  of  life  fuid  death  Bice  ^»;  but  gin  yk^ 
please,  111  take  a  nook  in  the  caninge  if¥  yod 
far  as  the  roa4  lies  tn  my  way;  It^s  howerer 
a  bargam  that  your  Lordship  winna  try  to  mhkny 
more  of  my  opinioai  in  this  bumness,'^ 

"  Agreed  I''  crie4  the  Earl ;  "  and:  I  preilusne^ 
as  you  were  on  your  way  when  you  halted  here, 
you  will  have  no  objecticm  to  set  off  with  me  iBu 
mediately.^ 

"  Hooly,  hooly,  my  Lordj^  exclabned  Wylie, 
rei^nuning  his  wonted  famQiarity ;  *^  there  maim 
be  twa  words;  about  that.  In  the  first  plape,  Vmt 
neithcar  a  swallow  nor  a  cam^n,  to  fbed  (»  tiie 
air  of  the  ^ ;  and  in.  the  second,  a  joumejr 
quires  provender,'^ 

While  the  waiter  was  laying  <^  eloth^r 
l^freshioettt,  Andrew  went  down  to  liie  stable- 
yard  of  the  inn,  ^ad  sinmrt^ongfor  1^  f«w  wiimitce. 
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apparently  witheut  an  etgect,  asked  a  post-bof 
whieh  of  his  comrades  had  been  with  Lord  Sanx 
dyford,  and  the  hid  having  pointed  them  out,  he 
went  towards  them,  and  said,  ^^  Heh,  sirs !  but  it 
was  a  terrible  job  ye  had  oH  wi'  my  Lord.  I 
wonder,  for  my  part,  that  ye  hae  got  so  soon  tha 
better  o^t,  that  ye  can  already  whistle  sae  light* 
heartedly.  How,  m  the  name  o^  gude,  did  ye  no 
notice  the  man  ?  if  ye  hadna  driven  like  deevih 
o'er  him,  maybe  he  ipight  hae  recovered.'' 

The  post-boys  stared  at  an  imputation  which 
had  never  entered  imy  other  head,  and  one  of 
them  declared  that  the  man  must  have  been  dead 
several  hours.  The  other  also  as  sCddtly  assert* 
ed,  that  the  body  was  staff^  and  cold ;  indeed,  so 
much  so,  that  it  was  like  a  log  when  he  assisted 
to  drag  it  from  the  road  upon  the  grass.  Wylie 
meade  no  remark  on  this  circumstance,  but  trea- 
sured it  up  in  his  own  mind.  It  was  certainly 
not  at  all  probable,  that  if  the  gipsies  had  killed 
and  roMbed  the  man  at  the  same  time^  they  would 
hkre  returned  to  the  body  v  and  the  declaration  of 
the  son,  that  he  had  found  it  lying  dead  on  the 
road,  when  disturbed  in  plundering  it  by  the  ap^ 
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proach  of  Lord  Saiidj£>rd''s  carriage^  derived 
some  confirmation  from  thiis  testimony.  Our  hero 
himself  could  bear  witness  fer  the  gipsy,  from  the 
time  he  had  joined  the  rest  of  the  hand  at  supper ; 
and  Doctor  Saffi?on  and  his-servantrii^ould  be.  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  <^  the  hour  of  his  arrival  at 
the  gate  of  the  parsonage^ 
,  ",  About  whiit  time,*"  said  Andrew  to  the-poat* 
boys,  ^^  was  the  d^ce^used  l^t  se«ti  ahye.p^ 

Nobody  in  the  staUe  yard  could  give  any  si^ 
tis&ctory  answer ;  but  Sir  Hubert  Mowhray'*s 
groom  happening  to  co^c^e  in,  on  hearipg  the  ques- 
tion, stated,  that  he  and  his  mast^  had  passed 
him  on  the  ro<4  about  teii  oVlock,  and  not  £up 
&om  the  spot  where  the.  mur4er  h^d  beeu  com- 
mitted, 

Andrew  recollected  that  ten  was  strudc  on  the 
church  clock,  as  he  was  standing  at  the  par- 
sonage-gate— and  the  gipsy  had  only  then  just 
left  him,  and  could  not  be  seven  miles  distant, 
for  so  far  off  the  murder  had  been  committed,  till 
at  least  an  hour  after.  But  he  only  observed  to 
the  groom,  that  he  and  his  master  had  not  pq^ssed 
long  before  the  murder  was  comioitted*  <is  it  ap- 
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peared  the  deoeaBed  ottuld  not  have  walked  far 
ftom  the  spot  where  they  had  seen  hhn*  This. 
rettMrk  startled  the  fdlow,  and  our  hero  saw  his 
eonlU&doii ;  but^  taking  no  notice  «f  it,  changed 
tl^  current  of  his  inquiries  to  some  general  reiec* 
l^ons  on  the  i^rocity  ^f  the  crimen  and  the  strong 
circumstances  that  bore  against  the  gipsies*  In 
tfae<;ovar8e,  hoWev^,  of  a  few  minutes,  he^said  to 
the  groomj  ^^  I  wonder  that  you  and  ycmi  master 
were  not  afraid  to  be  wandering  throvigh  the  forest 
at  that  time  o^  night,  like,  tt^o  babes  in  the  wood.^ 
"Bless  your  heart,"  repUed  the  groom,  "  we 
never  fears  no  notMng  there  at  all,  besides  being 
as  ftm  sees  on  horseback-^Why,  soon  after  we 
passed  that  there  poor  soul  who  has  been  killed, 
master  sent  me  off  to  order  a  po^shay  hare  for 
Mm  in  the  morning,  to  take  him  over  to  Sir  I'ho- 
mas  Fowkr^s  fox^chace,  and  rode  home  hknsdf." 
^*  Yes,^  said  one  of  the  post-boys,  "  we  lost  a 
gocd  i^mething  by  the  job,  for  Sir  Hubert  in  the 
borning  eottld  not  have  the  dbaise,  tiU  so  be  it 
Aat  these  murderers  were  done  for,  and  now  he 
wotft  go  at  all,  till  the  *sizes  are  over.'' 
•    **To  beistdre,"  said  our  hero, ."  it  wouUna  b6 
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a  ddo^t  thing,  of  jcm^  a9  a.  Btu^gpustnitev  ti9t.be 
jaxmtiiig  and  gaUantiftg  about  the  comitrjr^  wfacn 
«uch  a  judgment  has  happened  at.  his  own  4wr. 
I  dare  jsay,  |9ioof  gentlenum^.^i  givea  him  grestf 
concent'" 

'^  Youmay  say  thatt"^  replied  t|)e  grpoqi^  <^  fiir 
he  has  doniei  notibdngall  day  but  fidget  about»o«4i^- 
iag  and  oovukt^-Koderin^-rand  I  d^'t  w^i4e(f  tt 
it»  for  the  dead  man  OFfd  ])iin.a.ppve^  ^  mmcgr 
fi^  rent — and  I  suyi^ose^  nav  he>  g9n%  tiiat  iaa%^ 
ter  wonH  touch  a  ^ci^^g*"* 

Some  difference  «rpse  am^mg  thepost-b^s  and 
menials^  as  to  t^  law  of  this  <q^o^  In  j^Mor 
di6cu9<si,on  Andr^  took  i^  psrtji  but  widke4^  ^v^y 
thou^tAiUy^  a6  if  he  intend^  to  zetuininia  ik^ 
house,  when  sudd^y  he  turned  rounds  and  cried 
to  the  groofn>  ^^  Hey,  Thomas  Fowl^,  I  want  to 
speak  to  you,^  beckoning  to  him  at  the  same  timc^ 
^'  From  what  you  say,  Thomas,  of  the  pow  man 
that  was  killed,  I  fear  his  funity^  will  be  very  ill 
c^.  Thomas — ^your  name^s  Thomas  Foider^  I 
think  you  Sjaid  ?^ 

^'  Lord  bless  you  !^  said  the  man ;  ^^  my  name'^a 
Itobert  Jcsikins — itV  xnaster^s  friend  th^  call  Sir 
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Thomas  Fowler— «nd  as  for  Mr  Knarl,  who  has 
been  killed,  he  had  nev^  no  fiunily  at  aU,  bemg 
yon  sees  a  smgle  man.^ 

'^  But  I  suppose  he  has  died  much  and  justly 
lamented  by  all  who  knew  him,^  said  Andrew. 

"  As  for  that,***  replied  Robert  Jenkins,  "  I 
cannot  for  a  surety  take  it  on  me  to  say ;  but  I 
knows  he  was  a  damned  hard-mouthed  chap,  and 
never  could  give  no  civil  answer  at  all.'* 

^  Then,  after  all,  Boberi  Jenkins,  I'm  thinking 
there  hae  been  greater*  losses  at  the  S^irra  Miiir 
tlian  his^ath,^  siud  our  hero,  and  abruptly  re^ 
ttmed  into  the  house ;  and^  deiqpatcbtng  his  repast, 
entered  the  carriage  with  Iiord  Sandyford,  and 
wa»1iasl3y  driven  off. 


^u. 
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CHAPTER  XVIL 


SAGACITY. 

Wylub,  fiom  hiaamvaTin  Lcmdon,  hbd  oon- 
tinned  to  lodge  with  Mrs  CaUender^  till  Mr  V^^ 
lum  took  possesaion  oft  SsadyfeixUhoiiflo^  whea  tbe 
^^olicitor^  apprelmoflive  that  the,£iitrl  might  chai^fe 
his  mind,  not. ohoosuQg  to  dii^ose  <^his  oim  vest- 
dence,  gave  it  in  custody  to  Jacob,  an  elderly 
married  man,  who  acted  as  his  pcMrter  and  special 
messenger.  With  him  Andrew  was  allowed  the 
use  of  a  bed  and  parlour ;  and  the  address  on  the 
card  given  to  the  gipsy  was,  in  consequence  of 
this  arrangement,  from  the  house  in  Queen'** 
Square. 

It  was  late  in  the  evening,  when,  after  partii^ 
from  Lord  Sandyford,  he  reached  London ;  and^ 
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ott  entering  Queeaa'^s  Square,  be  found  a  mob  as- 
sembled round  the  house,  and  die  gipsj-woman, 
as  he  suspected,  abready  there ;  and  on  adi7;an- 
^ng  towards  them,  he  fotmd  they  had  been  ox^ 
dered  into  custody  by  Jacob,  fox  besieging  the 
door. 

The  gipsies  soon  cecognised  lum,  and  clamon- 
ou9ly>  and  in  .tears,  cUimed  his  jNNnnised  proteo- 
tion.  He  had  no  difficulty  in  divining  the  sao- 
tive.^^didbc;  pertinacious  visit,  and  interfering  in 
their  behalf  with  the  officers,  as  he  was  weH 
known  in  the  neighbouihood, .  readily  obtained 
thei]^  deliv<erance^  He  then  reqilesfeed  the  con^ 
sta}^.  to  advise  the  crowd:to  di6pers^  while  be 
di^reoted  Jacob,  to  receive  the  vagrants  into  the 
kitchen,  and  get  th^n  scmiething  to  eat. 

While  t&e  gipsies  were  descending  into  the 
ax^^jjiw  be^efftctorwaa  admired  by  ihe  balk 
do^v  aiM^Qi  0Oi  entering  the  parlour,  h»  said  ta 
J^QffeJ^  i  daite  say  that  auld  gipsy-wife  is.  a 
daub  baith  at  cauk  and  keel.   Wb^  think  ye  ?"" 

fS  I.do^'t.  doubt  it,  sir,''  replied  Jacob,  wiw 
was  not  altog^ieii.^:  infidel  in^gipsy  [^^eqrv 
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^^  Ah/' cried  Andvew^  ^^  I  swgfotie  jreluie  been 
^tiwg  your  foriuae  spae^t^ 

Jacab  firmly  denied  the  fact.  *^  Indeed,^  said 
he,  ^^  the  pp^es  were  rery  «iiUen,  and  have  been 
sleepily  on  the  steps  all  the  aftemoMi ;  and  when 
we  ordered  them  away,  they  said,  you  would  ikK 
have  done  so;  andeom]^aiiied  Utterly  c£ having 
-travelled*  a  great  way  to  see  ]rou,  ai^  shewed  u« 
ene  of  your  cards  all  patdbed.^ 

^^  Bid  they  say  notMng  ef  theeadls  enrttnd 
ihey  had  ecmie  upon  f^ 

•  ^^  NV^  rejdied  Jacob-;  ^^  but  diey  were  much 
east  down  to  hear,  that  k  was  uileertain  when 
you  would  be  badk«;  and  so,  b&  AaywmM.  net 
go  9m$fj  fnnsA  the  doer,  I  orderedthent  mlb  cus- 
tody." 

^'  That  was  very  prudent  in  you,  Jacdi^^  and 
as  I  would  like  to  hen  what  iiief  wailt  wi!  me, 
just'  i^p  down  and  bring  up  tibe  aidd  woman;; 
and  bear  ye,  Jaoeh^  tak  tait  Ikit  ye  leave  -no 
ipoons,  nor  sma- things  lying  leese  about;  tofr 
die  gipsies  hae  tarry  fiiq^eis,  and  ye  weidd  nfeed 
an  ^in,yoiir  nedc  to  waftsh  them*^ 
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As  flocoi  at  ilio  old  woiMUi  was  ushered  into  the 
{Murlour,  our  h^ro  s«d  to  her^  ^^  Ye  haeaa  been 
hlate  nor  kte,  bcmest  ireman^  in  paying  me  a  t». 
ait    What'^s  luqppand  to  you,  andwhat^s  yonr 

Tlie  fffBf  fiiithfiifiy.  reported  tHe  irliok  pro- 
feedingSy  .<w{di  vlueh  wit  faeto  was  abeady  a&> 
^ptainted ;  aad  ike  unvanushed  aceuiacy  of  hat 
narration  made  him  respect  her  Yeraaty.  Tot 
wwodsr  tfaciCMrinsfan  of  her  story  she  beeasae  ani> 
mated  and  agitated,  especially  when  she  described 
|jbe:scettr'rwhidbi  todc  place  at  the  exatninatidn ; 
assirart&ng,<widi  gieait  vehemeno^  thatr  Sir  Hubert 
Mowbray*.  hi»Bel£  was  tlrafmuiderey. 

''  Base,  scoot  P  csdabaad  Andrew^  aifeoling 
more  indignatum  than  he  felt,  ^^  what  puts  such 
m  thought  iiito  y;our  hfitAi^ 

The  old  woman  made  no  reply,  but  looked 
steadily  in  his  faioe  fiir  Bcoae  time ;  and  thea  add* 
ed,  ^^:What  I  sayis  true ;  and  you  b^eve  me.^ 
.  ^  Wbeedb^  wheesht,  ye  auld  runt ;  youtmi^ 
totkc tbaa^ iartot milMairi,  nd hA to sinkaa a 
Christiai^.orswmas^ai.wildk  fiHtwhut  reason 
hae  ye  for  this  notion  P 
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<^  Why  w«8-he  so  greedy,^  cried  tke  accuser, 
^^of  every  thing  agmmst  my  son  ?  The  hope  of 
safety  flushed  on  his  ehedcs,  and  glistmied  in  fak 
eyes^  whenever  any  thing  came  up  against  him. 
Why  did  he  tear  your  caid  ?  I  saw  deceit  in  Mi 
visage  when  he  did  it  I  doubt  if  he  has  writt^i 
down  the  true  name ;  fbr  I  watched  the  motion 
of  his  Angers  in  the  act,  and  they  van  not  in  the 
way  the  letters  on  the  card  da  .  His  himd  was 
duddni;  at  the  time,  albeit  he  is  a  man  of  a  stout 
heart'' 

,  This  suggestion  with  respeet  to  die  card  made 
^be  blood  run  cold  in  our  hero's  veins ;  and^  aa 
he  ^ed  the  old  woman  with  a  wairy  apd  eager 
imikf  he  said,  ^^  Ye^  no  canny,  gudewsfe — y^'^re 
noxsmny.  But  gapg  awa  back  to  your. am  couiu. 
try  side;  and  when  the  trial  oo^aieson,  TU  be 
there.'' 

The  sybil  made  no  reply  to  tins ;  but,  with  a 
token,  of  respect,  moved  to  leave  the  room.  On 
retching  the  door,  however,  as  she  took  hold  o£ 
thehimdle,  she  turned roimd,  and said^solenmljr, 
f^  Lean  see  die  light  through  the  honiv  and  the 
bird  in  the  shell." 
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Cast  nane  o^  your  cantr^  here,  ludcy,  but 
do  as  I  bid  yoa/^  md  our  hero,  seriously  alarm* 
e^  In  the  same  momemi  he  rung  the  bell,  she 
opened  the  door ;  and  smiling  with  an  ex{wet8ioB 
Aat  migfai  be  described  as  fiill  of  a  mysterbus 
andbemgnant  superiority,  again  curtsied  and  with* 
drew, 

Jaeol^  guessing  the  occasion  of  Ins  summons^ 
conducted  the  gip^  down  to  the  kHchen,  in  the 
first  pla^,  and  thcin  returned  to  his  master. 

^^  Jacpb,^^  said  our  hero  to  him,  as  he  entered 
the  tocnpn,  ^^1  redd  foa  €ak  tent  o^  that  carlin, 
and  use  her  and  the  bairns  discre&tly,  for  I  tcom 
sh^  has  mair  inright  than  h<H)ei^  folks ;  and  I 
warn  you  to  croisis  hw  loof  wF  siller.  There^ 
five  shillings  to  you,  to  help  yotl  to  get  well  rid  oi 
her  out  o"  the  house,^ 

Jacob  was.  not  a  litdie  impressed  with  iiifa 
speech ;  aind  was  beginning  to  rdate  many  well 
authenticated  st<»ies  of  gipsy  ^tcherie,  when 
lie  was  cut  shmrt  by  WyUe,  who,  already  suffix 
dentfy  eiri^  said,.  ^^  Ye  need  say  nae  n^  about 
them ;  far  tb^irpowfar  lAd  discenunent  is  ho  to 
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CHAPTER  XVIH- 


A  FBIENPLESS  BASBISTEB. 


When  the  old  woma^  had  retired,  oht  hero 
went  immediately  to  Sandyford-house  to  consult 
Mr  Vellum,  who  expressed  great  surprise  at  seeuig 
him  so  soon  back.     He  was,  however,  too  much 
a  man  of  the  world  to  make  any  inquiries ;  but 
when  Andrew  mentioned  that  he  had  fallen  in 
with  the  Earl  on  the  road,  and,  in  consequence  of 
some  things  connected  with  that  meeting,  he  had 
been  induced  to  return  to  town,  he  was  not  alto- 
gether satisfied  in  his  own  mind,  and  thought  his 
Lordship  shewed  something  like  a  prejudicial  pax^ 
tiality,  in  confiding  so  much  in  a  person  so  £ur 
below  himself  in  the  consideration  of  the  world ; 
nor  was  this  apprehensive  feeling  aUayed^  wh^n 
Andrew  said,  "  Noo,  Mr  Vellum,  I  want  your 
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^issistance  in  a  great  cause  that  I  have  taken  in 
hand,  &r  a  person,  tQ  whom,  in  9  tame  of  straits, 
I  was  indebted  for  no  small  dvility.    Lord  San- 
dyford,  as  well  as  myself,  is  concerned  in  the  oc* 
casion.  It^s  no  in  ihe.eye  of  the  world  a  thing  by 
onnmon,  nor,  in  truth,  what  yo  would  be  fashed 
with ;  but  Tm  bound  in  gratitude  and  humanity, 
Mr  Vellum,  to  see  the  parties  righted.     Two  de- 
cent men  in  their  way,  a  taXhex  and  a  8on>  Mr 
Vellum,  are  accused  of  having,  committed  a  tres- 
pass; but  there  is  some  reason  to  jealdu«e  the 
true  trespasser  is  a  peri9K>n  of  great  powa*  smd^con* 
^deration,  and  who,  to  save,  his  own  carcase,  would- 
na  scruple  to  sacrifice  my  two  firietfs.     What  X 
therefore  want,  and  nobody  Jknows. better  whom  to 
recommend  than  yourself  is  some  sharp  and  fear- 
less young  lad,  that  has  his  bread  to  bake  at  the 
bar,  that  I  may  employ  him,  at  my  own  cost,  Mr 
Vellum,  to  assist  the  twa  poor  men  out  o^  their 
£f&etdties ;  for  really  the  circumstances  look  bard 
{gainst  them.    In  truth,  if  s  a  knotty  case,  and 
will  require  padence  of  thought,  as  well  as  bravery 
o^  mind,  sic  as  nae  first-rater  cai^  afford  to  give, 
■  and  deal  justly  with  other  clients ;  and  yet  it^s 
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jdst  4  ease  that  «  fin»t4«ter  is  alone  capaUe  of 
Bandling  to  a  proper  issue.  Oa  that  account^  I 
^irant  talents  of  the  first  quality,  and  leisure  to 
4dlo|r  them  to  be  diorbugUy  applied.^ 

Why  our  hero  should  have  thrown  such  n  haze 
of  mysticism  oTer  the  business,  must  be  left  for 
die  consideration  of  those  who  can  penetrate  into 
^  depths  of  his  peculiar  chaiiaeter.  It  had  the 
tSectj  however,  of  leading  the  Solicitor  to  suspect 
^bftt  this  said  great  cause  was<Kmnected  with  the 
imputed  ini^delities  of  the  Countess,  in  wUcJi^ 
iaom  the  previous  declarati<m  of  the  Earl,  he  sup- 
posed his  Lfordship  was  av^se,  at  least  (ar  the 
prdient,  to  appear  personaHy. 

Accordingly,  under  this  impression,  and  belie- 
JKmg  that  in  due  lime  the  management  of  the  ul- 
tiinate  proceedings  would  devolve  into  his  own 
hands,  he  mentioned  several  young  men  Aen  co- 
ming forward  at  the  bar,  with  the  promise  of  abi- 
lity. But  Wylie  objected  to  them  all,  as  being 
more  ambitious  to  make  a  figure  themselves,  than 
to  set  forward  the  causes  of  tibeir  clients  to  the 
best  advantage.  At  kst  he  hit  upon  one  that  he 
thov^t  would  answer. 
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^  Do  the  drcomfitanoes  requite  imy  aid  firofa 
eloquence  ?^  said  Vellum. 

<*  No,^  replied  our  hero ;  "  but  we*ll  want  a 
paper  of  great  pith  drawn  up  for  the  defence.'*^ 

**  Then,^  replied  Velluin,  ^^  I  recommend  you 
to-  secure  Biondell.  He  is  a  joung  man  of  very 
aingukr  aocomplishmentB ;  and  owing  to  an  im<* 
pediment  in  his  speech,  he  can  never  become  ^oi- 
sent  as  a  pleader ;  but  he  is  an  impressive  writer, 
and  is  besides  possessed  of  a  curiously  constituted 
miad,  and  a  strong  natural  power  of  observation.^ 

^  He  has  been  made  on  purpose  for  my  tum,^ 
replied  our  hero,  ^^  if  he  answers  your  deserip- 
don ;  SO'  I  beg  ye^U  gie  me  two  or  three  lines  to 
Idm,  that  I  may  confer  with  him  mysel  in  pri- 
vate; for  there  are  some  points  in  the  business 
that  eansa  very  well  be  set  forth  in  a  brief.  Over 
and  above  all,  although  my  Lord  Sandyfinrd^s  a 
prmeipal  witness,  his  L<»dship  would  fiiin  decline 
appearing ;  and  ye  ken  we  maun  suit  oursels  to 
Iris  humour,  to  the  best  of  our  al^ty."' 

VeUum  iaunediately  wrote  a  note  to  Biondell) 
introducing  Wylie  to  him,  and  requesting  his 
particular  attention  to  the  olgect  and  purpose  of 
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bis  visit     With  this  note^  our. hero  proceeded 

directly  to  Clement'^s  Inn^  wh^e  the  obscure  cham-* 

bers  of  this  neglected  son  of  genius  were  situated. 

Blondell  was  at  home,  and  the  moment  that 

he  had  read  the  introductory  note,  Andrew  said 

in  his  abrupt  manner,  ^^  Ye  see,  sir,  tiiatl  h&v^ 

a  notion  to  become  acquaintit  with  you ;.  and  ye^re. 

a  man,  or  Fm  wrang  informed,  cif  ower  micSde 

discernment,  no  to  be  sensible  that  I  must  haa 

scnne  particular  reason  for  taking  isuch  an  ektira^ 

ordinary  fii^eedom,  especially  when  1  tell. you  tha* 

the  business,  wherein  I  stand  in  need  of  you^ 

help,  is  no  aio^e  that  ony  regular  brief  can  be.  made 

up  on.     In  a  word,  Mr  Blopadell,  I  want  y^u>*t6 

go  into  the  country  with  me,  in  rader  to  assist  ijiA 

the  defepce  of  two  friendless  ;g^ies,  who  ^  stood 

accused  of  mxivder^   I  bdiere  tfaemv  innocent,  .^f^pd 

I  think  I  can  guess  who  the  true  murder^^lisr^ 

but  as  I  would  do  nothing  on  sus^idoa,  X  mean 

to  confine  oursels  to  the  defence  of  vf^jp  ciii^t^. 

f^or  this  business  ye  can  hae  naefee.in  tbe  wfiuft 

way ;  but  TU  bear  all  your  expences^  MofixJmkB 

you  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  loaa  «^  tixpti^i 

and  if  we  succeed,  as  I  doulrt  i^t  we^aludl^  I.Im^ 

3 
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tome  hepe  yell  nudEemcb  firieads  by  the  buamess, 
as  wiU  pot  tbeir  shookbrs  to  your  wbeds  throiigh* 
eat  the  rest  o**  your  life.^ 

The  pUnaoaess  of  dds  address  produced  the  de- 
tired  effect  Bl<mddl  said  he  would  acoqpt  the 
proposal  at  cmce. 

^  In  truth,  Mr  WyHe,'' said  he,  with  a  feeling 
whiidi  added  considerably  to  his  natural  difficidty 
in  expressing  himself,  ^^  I  have  not  at  this  time 
much  to  do,  and  I  am  obliged,  you  see,  to  betake 
myself  to  other  studies  than  those  of  my  profes- 
sion.'' 

Our  hero  looked  at  his  table,  and  saw  on  it 
several  volumes  consisting  of  novels,  travels,  and 
poetry. 

*^  These,**  said  Blondell,  ^*  are  my  pot-boilers. 
I  am  obliged  to  do  all  manner  of  literary  labour, 
under  all  possible  varieties  of  name." 

'^  It's  weel  for  you,  Mr  Blondell,  that  you  can 
do  so ;  but  ye  maun  give  up  meddling  with  sic 
dishmaclavers  as  novels  and  ballads,  and  lend 
jraur  whole  pow^  and  pidi  to  me.  I  dinna,  how- 
ever,  wish  you  to  work  cosnent  wark,  that  is, 
without  meat  or  wage ;  so  I  beg  yell  come  and 

VOL.  II.  H 
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tak  your  dmoer  in  apirnrteaecRcy  vTaMitftllr 
'  Vellum^s  house,  in  Qaeen^s  Square ;  and  hf  tbat 
time  ni  be  provided  wT  a  Ut  of  Ataaliam  Nev- 
latid'^s  paper,  tq  help  to  keep  the  banaB  gxeen  till 
we  flee  what^a  to  be  doae  with  the  twe  ne'er^da- 
wecls  that  I  hae  ta'en  by  the  haad."" 

Blondell  was  much  amused  b^  die  originality 
of  our  hero's  manner,  imd  readily  acdeptied  the 
invitation,  .    * 


■i/ 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

D0UBT8, 

^'  Jacob,"^  said  our  hero,  when  the  old  man  ad- 
mitted faiin  <m  his  return  from  the  interriew  with 
-Blondell,  ^^  there^s  a  great  man  to  dine  wi^  me  the 
tnom,  so  yell  see  and  hae  every  thing  in  the  best 
-order,  and  tell  your  wife  to  gie  us  a  spice  of  her 
••kill  in  cookery,  and  see  that  ye  can  behave  your- 
ael  on  the  occasion.  For  he^s  somewhat  o^  an  odd 
•way,  «nd  may  come  no  just,  as  by  rights  he  ought 
to.  do,  in  his  own  carrif^e,  but  in  ane  of  the 
blackguard  hacknies,  or  aiblins  on  his  feet.  They 
call  him  Mr  Blondell;  and  when  once  he  has 
come,  mind  Fm  no  at  home  to  ony  living  crea- 
ture, no,  not  even  to  my  Lord  Sandyford,  an  he 
were  to^»ihe  to  town,  nor  to  ane  lower  than  the 
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King  himself,  whom  you  know  we  are  aD  bouod 
to  serre  and  obey,  to  within  an  inch  of  o«r  Ihres; 
So  I  hope  you  will  take  heed  to  what  I  am  tiA- 
ing  you." 

Jacob  was  not  altogether  without  need  of  an 
exhortation  offtiua  kind;  for  Andrew  had  dbaer^ 
Ted  that  he  was  a  great  respecter  of  peraons^  sud 
anticipated  that  the  sunpie  air  and  phdn  ^ttiteisf . 
Blondell,  were  not  calculated  to  gain  mu^' of 
xeverence 

At  t^e  hpur  appwU^  the  Banister  tmas^i 
was  receircd  with  the  ulm^  dc&Mnee  and  ooiw 
aideratbn ;  but,  as  Wylie  expooled,  he  apniv«d 
on  foot,  under  the  pKotoetioB  of  odIj  ma: 
l»*ella,  akhough  the  weather  wm  driiding. 
eiitTs  wife,  oH  her  parti  waa  nme  difieieait^ 
whai  dumer  was.  over,  the^  door  of'  ihe 
room  was  closed,  and  admsstflii^  all  md^voff 
aort  of  visitors  strictly  pirehihiled^ 

Our  hero  then  entered  into  a  caiauistantialsii^ 
lation  of  llie  whole  case;  he deaoEfbed^firfd^jliB 
own  adventures  with  the  ippsiea,  dieiK>the  cii 
atances  under  which  the  body^  tnui  ftHnd^ui 
lastly,  ^e  examination,  as  it  had  been  rqported 


POUBTt.  ITS 

Iqp  LcHrd 'Btftdyferct  la  this,  he  neidier  extenu^ 
Hied  Bw  eiaggimted,  bat  rlsUted  the  details  m 
riMntlelf tfiheeoiUdrecdSett.  He^ however, kept 
eid'eAiHy  out  of  yiew  Us  own  reflections  on  the 
bii8la^«»^  Jii»  4£ie6VaM$  in  Ihe  siidblb-ya^  and 
Ins^^' mimriew  with  lliie  gj^sgr  womsn^  snd  hei 
9m$pimm^  )BisFing».  ^^No^  Mr  Blmdidls  what  i 
hmf^htisati  uS^t^yon  is  the  ease,  as  it  will  coam 
cm  hefiwe  tfa^iCowt^  what^b  your  al^hand  op». 
ni<m  o%  for  all  that  I  hae  said  will  be  proven  by 
isffidflBfiC'?'': 

-^:^  WheAer  1^  gipsies  are  gtiiUy  or  not  ginl*- 

^/"n^lifa  mnOt^  ''  Ihejr  will  be  ecuktemned. 

Urnjw^  eon  rmak  firate  si>  strjbng,  n<Mr  pressn^ 

^tos  a»  BtiEB&ig.    But  you  said,  tibat  in  ymir 

vnnd  yon  believed  the  ^psies  innooait,  and  that 

j^lihon^.yon  knew  who  the  real  mordeser  is. 

JLet  me  know  npon  wha^diis  opinion  »  fi»uidad  ?^ 

WyHe  looked  jaartestiiy  at  HlondeB^  and  after  a 

fMBdcf^akmibft  nhnilei  said»  ^^  Thece  are  some 

4£bg8  tbiiWhoet  up  in  our  fancies^  that  we  would 

flecii  to  giiaid  toven  fitte  At  ear  af  fiktodshqp ;  £^^ 

^iffdesSiliH^t  psEoivetnie^  Ae  diaelosute  will  makft 
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fools  of  US,  and  gin  thcrgr  are  true,  we  dftre  scarce^ 
own  them-r-lShey  so  fiir  surpass  the  guesses  df  Iro:. 
man  wisdom.'"  He  th^i  described  4ht  matlti6r  of 
Sir  Hubert  Mowbray  during  die  iiltetyiew  -wtih 
the  Earl.  «<  He  was  a  many''  mid  he,  '^  fty  ^t 
something  on  his  mind.  Theab  waft'  a  ea^  of  in. 
w^  ftiry  about  his  thoughts,  his  eyes  "were  gleg 
and  suspicious,  and  full  of  ftar,  and  Ms  wMd§ 
were  quick,  and  of  an  un^v^ti  ami'  mMtuitf 
sounds*'  '  ■  .    ,  > 

^^  Your  observations  are  shrewd  and  *iinpireiai^ 
sive,  but  there  is  nothing  in  them  iktiJl*  csai'  be 
available  on  the  trial.  They  n^gkt  hdp  ldiBW«B 
the  interei^  of  a  winter's  tde^  Mit  oa^^ot  be  mgeA 
in  Court ;  nor  are  they  susceptible  ofiiey$g'broicigltt 
but  in  evidence,'*  said  Blondell'.  u      , 

Our  hero  then  rei^umed,  and  related  witih  9ltt 
nute  accuracy  what  afterwards  passed  iti  thfe  sta- 
ble-yard. The  moment  l^at  he  adverted^  to  the 
dispatdnng  of  Jenkins  the  groom*  fin*  >a  pdiit- 
t^haise,  Bbndell  clapped  his  handd  e^rly,  and 
excliuined,  ^^  The  gipsies  may  be  saved,  but  wie 
must  dtiH  have  sometbfaig  stronger  i^pSttst  -9^ 
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Hubert,  befMre  we  cm  ventine  ta  reckon  oa  their 
acquittal.    We  must  throw  suq^cion  upon  him."^ 

.Wylie>thflBL  mcntioiied  his  own  couTeraation 
with  the  gipsy  woman,  and  her  suspicion  that 
ike  magistrate  h«d  not  written  down  the  address 
thair  was  on  the  caid^ 

<<  Th^re  will  be  no  other  witnesses  summoned,^ 
said  BloudeU,  ^^  but  those  who  were  examined  at 
AQCOBQnfiifB  inquest ;'  ami  as  Jenkins  the  groom 
was  not  there,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  he 
weve  s€nt  out  of  the  way.^, 

At  tins  junotute,  the  bdl  of  the  street-door  was 
nqpatietttty  "rung,  and  soon  after  the  gipsey  boy 
wias^he«rd  damotous  in  the  haU.  Wylie  express^ 
od  his  astonii^iment  at  the  circumstance,  and  go- 
ing to  the  room  door,  derired  the  boy  to  come  in, 
and  tdl  him  what  had  }ii^pened. 

/Tkto  poor  feature  was  jaded  and  heated,  and 
f»  en^eiy  covered  with  mud,  dmt  he  looked 
more  hbc'  a  statue  of  clay  tfa^n.  a  human  be* 
ing.  Jacob  was  ordered  to  retire  ;  and  the 
hey  theU'  related  that,  as.  he  was  returning  with 
haiai0tiber  and  >  grandmother  to  the  town  whece 
fan  father  and  grandfiither  were  imprisoned,  they 
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If  ad  pasted  a  Blagt^ooadi,  cm  tlie  tap  of  wkidi  im« 
Janldns,  the  ntagifltrate^B  gvoam,  aod  Aat  lua- 
graaudhnotliw  <«dered  Urn  to  dag  him  mt  all  Ii»* 

^^  I,  therei^NUi,^  said  the  bej,  ^^lUk  in  aiid* 
below  the  coach,  and  hugging  the  pepcfa,  oaxB4> 
wUihitto  London,  ajadtfaeaMHiisndwatdieiBn 
where  it  put  i^.^ 

^^  Ye're  a  dercr  caUaat,  and  it's  4t  fity  yeVe  a: 
gipsj,''  said  our  h«to;  ^^hut  go  down  to  ikm  Ut« 
cben,  and  get  something  to  eat,  and  th«9De^ji4i  hal£r 
i^ccown  to  help  you  to  a  lodging;*  look  dwtp, 
however,  after  Jenkins,  and  din|ia  let  Ida  think : 
he's  watehed.-^The  hand  of  Hoavm^^  aakl  amt 
hevo  pjwdy>when  the  gipsy  had  left,  tte  won  in* 
charge  of  Jacob,  who  was  sunnumed  to  oondsif^^ 
him  down  stairs,  ^*  is.  Ywittir  slietelMdfiHA  in tbi^ 
hlopdywotfc*    Jenkins  must  be  snhpoened  on  oUr 
side  r  which^was  dcme  theftttowbgmoBBiaf^^  no^ 
a  little  to  his  surpvise^  and  the  flonateimtion'^g-i 
hia  master.  .  « 

fifenddl  ha/ving  aoquhsad,  m  cbm?wsatiBP*wiiii  i' 
our  hearo  at  difoent  times,  iSieaorCofiinfimialioii 
which  we  have  ibstribedy  actfnmnMicdjhiBi,  m-  fair  ^ 


mtftmmtdy  Midirkere  dwyibcmd  the  dmm 
of  Ae  poor  oiaJbcm^  eieMxm  oongiibred  $m  tealecL 
NumberieM  titmed  of  their  atrocitie$  leooncilecl 
the  hiim«ily  of  the  inhibitants  to  Ae  ^nomuttous 
dMi&y  diet  aw«ted  them. 

livtM  cxf  ocmfleqMwe  to  the  sueeets  of  the  de-* 
fence,  that  the  eharaeter  dTSir  Habertr  Mowbray, 
aad  of  the<  state  irf^  ittteMoutw  idndb  had  exists 
betiretiihiiQ  and  the  deeeaBed,4sho«ld  he  dunroogh* 
lyiaadeetaiaed;.  Witli<*vei)peei  to  die  i&mer,  there 
waa  nd  dtteulty;  die  eharacter  of  Sir  Hubert 
stMd^  h%bl  $9k(mg  his-  neighbours';  he  inherited 
fym  hie  father  an  am]^e  patriniooy,^whidi  he  bad 
matertiHykiproiytd.  l%e  whde  eountry,  iadeed^ 
apiiVitritod  Mr  gtmal  ^mdtaet ;  bdt  there  >imre  a 
fev  kmdioiis  permia  who  qualified  dieir  priisee  ' 
wkb  flome  infflmi^oiis  agiinsi  his  iaiplaeahle  spi- 
ril^anegii^  Aaft  he  waa  even  m  penevering  in  hk' 
r^taHwrair  aaihe  w«a  itealom  k  hit  MendsUpe ; 
and  thai  if  he  had  not  been  so  prosparoiis,  he  in%ht 
hiKief«b¥ed«liittttandMdieioa8duMcte^^  *^He 
iS'atflliai^'^'iBidOMondcll  one  eveitn^  to  Andrew^  • 
aMhey  weiief  conqparing  notes  togcllher  in  theuin 
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v^bereihey  bud  taken  up  their  abocb,  ^ifhm^imch^ 
ctBBseems  todelerpeopl6fiKmiipea]dng<>«ttl  wh^^- 
tbey  think  of  him.'" 

'  The  inquiries  respeoting  his  inlevcoHiiae  mub 
the  mukrd^red  mfm  were  noU  howerer^  so  eMily.an*  : 
Bwered.   Their  condition  ia  life  bad  hecsi  so  vexy 
different,  and  the  issue  of  theis  respective  fartames 
h»d  1^  been  so  dissimilar,  that  nothsag  of  theafts* 
ture  of  an  intimacy  existed  betwieei^  them.  Ih  ib^  - 
outset  of  life^  tSie  deceased  bad  been  in, a  better* 
sfib^e ;  and  When  a  youi^  inm>  was.  iiAiiMedixi«^ . 
to  the  best  sodbeties  in  the  country  ;  but  fiedling^ 
into  irregular  habits,  he  had  gtaduaUy  lost  ca8te« 
Towards  histi  it  was  said  that  Sir  Hubert  had  aobcd- 
very  geneimisly  ;  never  particvtUdy  pnessebg  Jmet. 
for  the  paynl^^Mi  of  bag  rent, nrhiehiw^  pmettaUy , 
in  aArewrs. 

Bloikldl,  on  reedving  this  aeeounl,  bqgan  t» 
wHver  in  bis  suspicions.  He  still  tbouglitthatf  the- 
gipoiBS  wei^  not  guilty  of  tiba-  munieffj;  btsb-^hft 
ceuld  not  bring  himself  io  bdieVe'diait  a ^bMsh^ 
man  of  Sir  Hubert  Mowtoiy^a  character^  so  fiaeiidM 
ly  to  the  deeeas^  as  he  was  xepliessnted  to.luure 
been,  was  likdy  to  be  hastily  betrayed  into,  tiici 


ctenuMim-ofao  fiml  a  deed;  fiHT  k  seemed  to  him 
thatif  hft  hid  eemwitted  themmder,  it  mmt  here 
been  cm  prtmeditatioii,  6om  the  drcumitaiice  of 
aenc&ig  hie  groom  to  ordar  the  peet^^heiee,  after 
he  had  confaagedly  paesed  Mr  Kneri  in  the  focest . 
^  Had  the  tpmrn,'^  said  Blondell^  '^  been  pre* 
vioodjFi  deqntefedy  it  migl^  «« it  is  reported  that 
finaii  was  m  hndriOMothed  ftlkw,  hare  been  rea» 
oomVLt  to  siqapeae  that  they  hadquandled  per- 
heps  dboitt  his  arrears,  and  diat  in  the  quarrda 
hasty  aadjEtat  Uqw  vas  infficted.  But  accoiding 
ta  the  facts,  aiHlin'umsminth.ou£  infiwmatbn, 
it  does  m9t  appear  to  me  that  Sir  Hubert  could 
hatrehad  any  motite  Ibr  the  perpetsation  of  the 
cHme;  lam  thcrelbre  disposed  to  think  that  it 
mm^hinre  been  conunitled  by  anotber^-HBome  un- 
known  iadivaduaL^ 

r.MAndrer  eonldnot  reply  toi  these  obsearvations ; 
hiithofatill  adhered  to  his  own  qpuuon,  tiiat  the 
Birondt^anilheuahine^wasthegaiity,  Atthes«ne 
timev^faawaa  oDnmoed  that  unless  the  Uood  oould 
be  very  dearly  berought  honw  to  soiae  other  than 
dmanlbiliiMte.'gipies^  the  probabflity  was,  &om 
th&ptl^a£oes.eiitertaiiMlagai9Stthfim,  ^Mtthejr 
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woold  be  inmtably  C96t,  Hediemfoiei 

sonte  lime  riloat  ndthoHgMid  aftes  Bb^ 

paused ;  and ifkm the odier aaid to'lum, ^^Wlnitt'^ 

is  your  opinioa nfurF*  he  repKed^^^  lAiipicsiiq^.- 

toraywikal;!  timik;  butdUbeiq^hk''«ai&dU8tdry 

$11109  ^  Hubert  aad  die  d^caesed  were  mentally 

fbetbg  of  equalily,  vbere  might  hee  been*  iMMcTi 

fee  a  gcodge  between  them  thift;  -the  laludb^'fi^^ 

the^confltaoey  of  the  BaroneCs  aatUBe^  nurf  hapw- 

beea  tBeawred up  for-ftday  ef  lecftoningi  I  h«vef 

heard  ef  <  I£ghlaftder  gentlenmi  nugmmg^'r^i9€mg%< 

from  generation  to  generation,  and  vigiting  tb^ 

sins  of  the  fathers  upon  the  dukb^  ;  and  I  jea^ 

louse  that  what^s  dene  in  the  Nofdk  may  he 

lili^ewise  dene  in  the  South,  eipedally  when  I 

hear  of  fdk  possessed  wp  a  Highland  doreneea 

of  temper.    I  wouldna  marvel,  Mr  Blondell,  thiit^ 

some  taunt  at  Ae  races  in  their  yon^  or  the 

whisking  away  of  a  partiier>at  a  bdl,  had  become 

motive  enough  in  the  kreast  of  a  man  wilh  Sir 

Hubert^s  pride  and  perserennce^  to  grew^to  die^ 

£iul  head  of  this  murder.^ 

Blondell  was  strud  with  the  ronaA ;  and  after 

remaining  some  time  refleetmg  with  himsdlf,  said, 

jf       ^^  What  you  observe  is  certainly  not  improbable  ; 

13 
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aftd,  periisps,  instead  of  troublmg  ourselres  any 
more  abcNit  the  intercourse  of  latter  years,  we 
should  try  to  ascertiun  what  sort  of  intimacy  ex* 
isted  between  them  in  their  youth.'" 

But  the  asfflaes  were  to  commence  in  two  days, 
and  there  seraoed  to  be  no  means  before  the  trial 
left  to  obtain  aecess'  to  ihe  soiu^ces  of  this  informa-^ 
tion.  Our  hero,  however,  suggested  an  expedient 
that  suxpriBed  Bkudtill  even  mc^e  tiban  the  ii^;e- 
nmty  he  had  hitherto  shewn — It  was  no  less  than 
t^mufiffy  the <(dd  gqwy  wcnnim  in* die  kujuky. 
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I^oBit8ome4»yft  pnor  to  ^iraiFalfOf  4)iur  li«n»? 
and  BlondeH,  the  poor  gipsy  women  and  die 
children  had  been  seen  trotdi^  about  the  skiita 
of  the  town.    At  first  they  pitched  their  tent  un-« 
der  the  hedge  on  the  rosd  leading  to  the  mansioii 
of  Sir  Hubert  Mowbray ;:  but  he  ordered  his  «sw 
vants  to  drive  them  away.    Being  thus  forced  «o> 
change  the  place  of  their  encampment^  they  rer^ 
moved  to  a  lane  behind  the  inn,  where  the  sec^^ 
vants  about  the  stables,  in  compassion  for.tbeir: 
miflfiirtune,  someliiaies  condded  with  ti^m  on  the 
fate  of  their  relations.  As  often^  however,  as  thw : 
was  done,  tlie  diildren  began  to  weep  bitleriyv 
and  their  mother  sat  dejected  and  silent^  while 


coiiauKrAxioM.  188' 

the  old  woman,  dilating  aa  wifb  dit  energy  of  t^ 
inspired  Fythia,  astoniahed  her  aadiUnra/with  b^ 
fierce  and  oracular  pre£cti<HUsu    In  the  n^dat  of 
one  of  these  raptutoua  pajrazyamar  Sii?  Hubert 
sent  them  aome  money,  and  Te^^ueated  them  to 
retire  from  the  neighbourhood,  imtil  the  trial  w^  ^ 
over.    In  an  inatant,  as  if  actuated  by  one  api- 
rit,  the  whole  group  atarted  up,  ajad  with  loud 
and  vehement  impiecatiMis  agimat  the  u^usticer 
of  man,  demanded  the  interpo^^on  of  heaven,. 
Nothing^  however,  escaped  them  to  betiay  inthc^ 
slightest  degree  their  anspidpn  of  Sir  Hubc»ct,. 
except  a  rash  and  indignant  repulse,  by  the  boy,, 
of  the  servaat^s  hand,  who  o£fered.tb^m  the  moe^. 
The-eM  woonan,  observing  the^action,!  became  at- 
onee  cahn,  and  making  a  sign  to,  the  others^  si- 
lenced them  a]so,..while  she  aook.^  Qioney,  say^  < 
ing  significantly,  ^^  It  is  s^t  by  Prpvidem^  to 
enable  us  to  get  help  to  prove  who  ia  indeed  the^. 
true  muiderer.^ ' 

The  whde  of  this  scene  produced  .a.  profound 
sensation  amcmg  the  byst^inders,;  and  some  of. 
themb^^an  to  doubt  if  the  g^>8ie8  were  gioilty ; 


nfMls  cf  oQlxqpftsrikm  ofid  charity*    A  small,  col* 
leokibii  iNus  m  coBseqnenoe  m$ed  &r  ttem  en  ^tiOv 
spot;  aBdtlEe<]NS(ei^l0kdft6ltegii)^i^^  it  o^-^. 
giaafted  «preii£i^  ll»«ugli  the  toi^  a  censideru  > 
able  siim)pra» «oo& niiacMk 

It'  bniig  kD0ttn  attk>iig  Ae  iServiEtiAttr  ^  ibe  iim 
that  Bliaidell  waa  a^  barricKTer  u  soon  after  bis^^iir^  . 
nrtl^'  &e  old  ^mmmsi  hud  e<^6  ^tt'  the  mo*^ 
D0f^ia  her  hand  to  so&sit  his  asmtance^  .BloiVr ' 
dtfiat^firat  reAifled'themoMy^  bufr^rur'iicre  aighr  i 
nified  ta  him  that  he  ought,  m  the  ittean  tioie^  to ' 
acseptit.  . 

f  ^  It  iBr  xMccaaaryj."  aidd  he,  "thatve  diould 
not  appear  oreiiy  volmitary  in  this  aflair,  till  w«- 
getrii  better  grip  o^  the  eaae,  atidye  mustgiM  sub-^ ' 
nat^tot  be  l&oi^ht  li^tly  of  for  ar  season.,^ 

The  eflfect  of  taking  the  money  was  what  Anu. 
dbew  anticipated ;  and  the  meannessiof  BIond^4 
waa  er^yirheve  loncBy  c<mdemned«>    Some  *  of  hi^, .  i 
brethren  of  the  long  robe,  on  reaching  the  townr  ' 
that  evtomg,  when  they  heaand  of  die  transadioiiy 
made  a  great  stir  about  the  respectability  of  the^ 
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profeflsidti,  and  treated  Blendellivilli  uneqiiivooil 
markff  tvf  thar  conteinjit,  a&  of  wUch  he  emivaml* 
whfa  invtdiieraMie  finrtitude.  Tkas,  not  <mlymrf^ 
the  pii&onand  akeadjr  sentefieed  in  puHio  opinkir, 
but  ^eir  cdunfiel  caatemiied  as  obscttre  and  iiMMk: 
paUo,  and,  both  m  princiides  mid  practice^  a  dia«^ 
gmce  to  tlie  bar.  it  veqiured  mo  1M^  reiBoiatioii. 
on  his  part  to  bear  thk  with  patienoe ;  and  vunm 
than  once  he  esqnpessed  his  a^^f^enakma  to  Wy- 
liey  that  the  prqudioe  agamst  tbear  wouU  be  h^x 
tfi:  to  their  efients.  AadreiT)  howef^er,  waa  Donit; 
dimMPfed.  He  had  enhavked  m  the  busmeaifl^ 
and  inth  that  undeviating  persererance  wfaidijko 
caMui%  tttenied  to  idTect,  he  resohitdy  wexut  £ar^ 
-wifd; 

111  part«amoe  0['xhe  pkn  whidi  om  hero  hail^ 
auggested,  aa  we  noticed*  at  tie  conehmon  of .  dm* 
hMt  chapter,  die  <dd  gipqr  was  siont  fei^  and  when 
idi^/antered  the. mom,  he  said^^  '^  Noo,  lucdBy,  L' 
hnne  ahankeringto  get  afiyrtttnetdd^  sad4tt]pB» 
have  na  Ambt  sone  ^ight  wiA  oadc  and  kec}^  I 
wottUffioi  hae  die  hdp  o^  your  hand  m  Aat  1n»^ 
ness.""  '.  r  >  ,/ 

The  old  wbmaii  loo)ced  at  hiin  with  ai  keen  and 
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mqui^veicye ;  andtheit  tvnung^iband  txk  i^iM 

daU^  «i^  raising^  her  left  hand  over  her  eyes,  a»> 

if  the  ctrni  daaded  theth,  steadily  also  pevusedr 

etiNry  trait  and  feature  of  his  oountenuioe^  -  ^^  Nei*, 

dier  of  you^  I  see,''  eaad  she  edssiyy/^  woi|ld  at 

this  time  trifle  viilh  the  grief  of  a  miserable  old 

ivtoman.    What's  your  pfeasuDe  ?  .  Wih^  fbrtuiie^ 

wouldyou  btf^^emeread?''   -    »    .  i       ; 

^Oe»i6y  comoj^  hichy^'*^  cd»d  otBr^hero,  ^^  none^ 

of  yoiir  atttie  caMips  vidit  me«    1  hhri  ar.notioii; 

^Mbt^ye  oaiir  e|>aie  begt^/irtMni  jeibanvB  sbmelhihg: 

abom  the  huBtoiy  of  your  oiiBtMairs ;  andtfaftlri^r 

eMitr  to  read  ihir^  yea|pa«f  a  idead  maa^B  UBd^ 

dnH  dnree  di^Et^^'vfaalP&to  Tinjinh  in  ihi  liiiayi 

Now  the  fortune  that  we  want  told  is  thr  vmmn 

dtted  man^ ;»  rind  ye  trnvoLiixy  m  ^mun^caAy 

way  to  getios  sonse^atcoaxitQfiHfl  gveen  y.ea»8y]Be^ 

finre  the  blight  Mt  aa  himcdJPhid  vat  .wliether  hft<: 

hits ;sa&red 'the  cross loffiithlgaplmae,  mixmc^^s 

eious fliendship  ?  Whathlinkofane^eyemaiiEn 

radlns^flswririMng  ?  Or.ifhedi«B  he  Imui  Jiada[>ee»^/ 

sica  to  dread  ior  fed  the  en^nity  o£  as|i  idca^4MiUf 
v^rsary?''  „,,i.^u 

Blondell  seemed  to  thiltk^  liiat  peiliapi.  the  .old. 
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woman  would  not  tuiderBtand  this  gort  of  Ian- 
gtiage,  and  added,  ^^'  We  iidsfa,  in  foot,  good  vfo^ 
mm^  to  know,  if,  in  early  life,  dieve  waaever  mty 
cfunnrel— — '^ 

Andrew  checked  him  abnijptly,  sayings  ^^  Toot^' 
toot,  mm,  we'll  no  gdt  at  the  trutb^tf  ye  tell  wbaie 
ye  want  This  carKn  bete  can  cled:  Hes  enew  tO' 
satisfy  yon,  if  Hes  would  servtt^— •^Ondewife,  ye' 
keiiTery  weelidiat  wewant*  Gang  and  kam  a' 
ye  can,  and  Aen  come  badi  a«  axm  aa  peatible.^  t 
.  The  dd  won«ny  for  dbout  half  a  minute,  stood 
ereet  and  silent,  as  if  she  was  inwanfiy  poadering^ 
wsdi  hmelf ;  and  then,  as  it  wore,  coming  out  of 
heritanoe^  she  looked  dieeEfidllyal  Andrew^  aad' 
iHOoaediaitely  left  the  room. 

When  she  had  retifeed,  BlondeU  said  it  wjnd^ 
be  necessary  to  pr^asre  8ontethBig.for  the  prison- 
eis  to  read  in  their  defence,  whatever  miglit  be 
the  course  thaticiroumstances  might  afterwards 
require  him  to  pmrsue ;  and  for  this  pijopose  he 
tMOit-  tOihia  own  soom  that  he  mighit  not  be  dia*^ 
tuifoed,.  Lozd  San^rf ordy  who  had  writtei^  to  onrt 
heio,  oa  hearing  he  had  arrived,  being  then  houiljr 
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expedei.  It,  howeyer,  occurred  to  Andreir,  as 
the  {^psies  could  not  read,  as  Blondell  stuttered, 
— 4»  judges,  howev^  cleAr  in  iSkeir  deSiVerf^  tare 
seldom  good  readers, — ^and  as  he  himselfVas  a 
▼ery  bad  one,  that  it  would  be  of  great  icoixse* 
gu^ce  to  obtain  somebody  to  read  the  defence,^ 
upon  the  proper  effect  of  which  much  might  d^ 
pend,  bodi  with  the  Court  and  the  Jury. 

In  deliberating  widi  himself  on  this  pomt,  the 
bold  idea  once  or  twice  presented  itself,  that  iJT 
l4»rd.  Sandjrfinrd  coiild  be  kiduced  to  tmdeiUke 
the  important  task,  the  effect  of  his  Lordbhip^a 
ftmk,  with  the  pathos  and  grace  of  his  'elocotidii^ 
would  be  in  the  highest  degi*ee  ^ective ;  and  fay 
the  time  the  Earl  arrired,  he  h^  rtaobfed  tor 
i^fetk  to  him  on  the  subject. 

Accordingly,  next  day,  on  his  Lordship^s  lini-- 
ral,  after  then:  first  salutations  were  orer,  he  sald^ 
^Although,  my  Lord,  I  have  no  doubt  <^  di4 
poor  gipsies^  innocence  of  the  murder,  y^et  idkd^ 
are  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  ah  e^^ctott 
d^ence.  In  the  first  place,  they  can  neitEei^  "wiHk 
npit'  read ;  secondly,  Mr  Blondell,  whom  I  hJava 
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Incought  wilih  ipe^  to  stand  up  for  tliein,  is  a  dvead- 
fiil  slainnisrer ;  and  thudly^  your  Lordship  kaom 
tbiit  the  Judge  is  such  a  desperate  Arone,  that 
were  ho  to  read  die  defence^  the  likelihood  is, 
tlMit  he  would  croon  the  Jury  asleep,  instead  of 
Aoying  either  their  hearts  or  understanduigs  to 
^eld  towards  the  piisoness.  This  &shes  me,  and 
I  really  am  greatly  at  a  loss.^ 

.  <<  I  should  haye  thought^T  snd  the  Earl,  **  that 
jpou  would  hiye  proyided  a  fitter  adyoeate,  tium 
ti^  me  yoi^  seem  to  haye  dp^s^^  ^ 

"  I  had  ray.  reasons,^  relied  Andrew,  ^  fbr 
what  I  haye  done ;  a^nd  cquld  I  butgetany  bocty 
wdti^  a  ration^  portion  of  conunon  sense,  to  read 
i^^pqper  that  ^  £londdl  is  now  preparing,  I 
would  not  despair  of  an  acquit^L^ 
,  X*Qtd  $andyford  iqppeared  a  Htde  strudc  with 
^  first  part  of  this  remaric,  and  said,  ^'  I  ear- 
tw4y  o^^ht  not  to  question  that  you  haye  acted 
in  tl^is  matter  with  your  charactoristic  sagactfy ; 
}^t  I  «^  surprised  that  you  attach  so  much  im- 
jjOftance  to  any  thing  tha^  can  be  said  in  a  pajwr. 
The  Court  and,  Jury.will  be  goyemed  entirety  by 
the  facts  that  come  out  in  eyidence.*** 
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.  Andrew  iheo^  exphined  to  faiin,  tluit,  tott  rem-^ 
BOOS  vkhin  kis  own  breast,  he  did  not  wislr  ihtA 
tunj  rinng  dieukl  ariae  to  lessen  tbd  pri^udioe 

agi&ist  the  prisoners,  till  tte  Whole  ease  for  the 
jct^wn  wiis  jclosed  ;/'aiid  he  informed  his'lioirdsiiip 
tof  the  li^t  in  which  Blondell  and  hinmelfi'  he 

had  reason  to  believe,  were  considered  both  hj 

the  bench  and  the  bar.  •  . 

J  The^  Earl 'was  perplexed;  and  said,'  <^  lam 
fthteong^  persuaded  llurt  the  inediod  'yoir  hste 

diosen  is  eqnJsDy  pmdent  aad  wise^  although  I 

do  notyicty  distincdy  pevoaive  in  what  liiaimer  it 

is  to  be  of  use  to  thepoiir  prisonets.'*^ 

i .   'S0£  Ae  eflSwt,'^  repKed  Wylie,  "  I  ^  have-  no 

Jdonbt ;  hnnM  it%  -a  teitiUe  thing  thai  ihoce^s  no  a 

man,  wi*^  hnmdnity  enough^  able  to  read<  die  paper 
.ttsitiboitklberead.  The Judge'will  mundble  it ; 
.•nd  were  *I .  to  adc  any  0^  the  barrbters,  the  chaafice 
iis»  4bat  they  woiddttunt  with  « GBMVt  both  fit>ni*it 
'and  9se^ 
.,    'e:  I  cannot  tbiak^'^  r^efaed  Ae  Eajd^  </  tbut 

therei  is  any  ^uch  mighty  iiSicai^  tn  the  wi^. 

.W«re ;  it  not  -  comUnxf  to>  4he  ndfes  'and  ^folnns  of 
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jtke*€emti  I  dkMSihJKV^lno  otftdion  to  ro*d  it 

^^'''  TbartpB  a  Teaty  du&rit^Ue  and  hwd  pcoponlMSi 
,im  your  |L.t>idahip^s  part';  axA  I*  am  jure ihegQ .is 
no  obstacle  of  law  against  it.  Ye^U  be  nMing, 
I'se  warrant,  on  the  bench ;  and  when  the  time 
comes  I  can  hand  up  the  paper  to  your  Lordship, 
as  it  were  for  the  Judge,  and  your  Lordship  can 
then  just  in  an  easy  way,  ask  leave  to  read  the 
paper;  for  Mr  Blondell  writes  a  small  narrow 
crabbed  hand,  and  the  Judge  is  an  old  man,  that 
to  a  certainty  never  could  well  make  it  out^ 

The  Earl  smiled,  and  said,  ^^  This  is  too  much. 
From  the  first,  Wylie,  you  have  been  contriving 
to  get  me  to  undertake  this  business.  I  see  through 
it  all ;  and  I  give  you  credit  for  the  way  in  which 
ypu  have  madb  the  proposal  come  fi*om  mysdf. 
However,  I  will  so  tsr  humour  you  in  this  task  of 
nierey,  as  to  pby  into  your  hands.  But  as  Bk>n« 
dell  writes  such  ^  a  sma^  narrow  crabbit  hand,**  it 
is  highly  necessary  that  I  should  peruse  his  paper 
b^re  attanpting  to  read  it  from  the  bench.'" 

During  the  remaind^  of  the  evening,  nothing 
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pcrlicularly  ptseed  wkh  his  IxwMup,  iHbo,  bong 
somewhat  fiitigued  by  his  journey  from  Chastbig- 
ton-hally  retired  etrly;  while  Hendell  and  our 
hefo  sat  up,  in  expeetatku  of  keaxiiig  soinediiiig 
of  thegipqr. 


unrcftxycBs.  19S 


CHAPTER  XXL 
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AiovT  midnigjbt  the  old  wonMUa  made  her  sp- 
peaaraace,  vith  a  haggard  expfesakni  of  exultation 
aad  triunqph.  in  her  ^es.  The  moment  that  the 
waitcE  wha  shewed  har  into  the  rooHk  had  reiiied, 
and  the  door  ima  doted  bdund  him»  she  ruabed 
eagedy  towards  our  hero,  ai^d  raisii^  her  left 
haad^  shook  it  myslmottsly;  at  the  same  time  de« 
valaaag  abo  the  fere-finger  of  kto  rigltt,  she  hur«* 
rkdly  htfjBOti  to  sp^k  to  the  fidkrwing  e&ct  :-^ 

^^FateandDeathareontheroad;  I  hear  them 
coming ;  but  I  see  an  Angel  of  Glory  standing  be- 
side yoa  that  will  daunt  them  finfet  passing  to  harm 
meormine.  The  dead  man  and hkMUJederer  were 
plaite  of  the  saiine  spring  time ;  and  when  their 
heads  were  green^  ^  Uaated  and  the  fidlen  was 
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the  gayest  and  the  proudest.  They  were  boon 
companions ;  a  lily  grew  in  the  valley,  and  th^ 
both  stretched  out  their  hands ;  the  dead  man  won 
the  flower,  but  from  that  day  his  foxixme  began  to 
fade ;  the  cry  of  a  rifled  maiden  went  up  to  hea- 
ven and  brought  down  the  mildew ;  and  the  spite 
of  a  thwarted  lover,  like  the  invisible  fire  that 
withers  the  summer  boi^;h^  secretly  worked  its  de- 
cay.^ 

"  Hooly,  hpoly,  lucky,"  caried  Andrew,  ^  while 
Blondell  sat  admiring  the  qrbiffine  enes^  4if  tJie 
hag ;  '^^  come  dawn  out  of  the  douds,  and  set  hf 

0 

your  broomstii^ ;  for  though  we  can  etde  a'  guisiNS' 
at  the  substance  o£  your  raving,  we  maun  hai^- 
something  more  to  the  purpose.     The  lily,  ye^te 
making  a^  this  ranting  about  was  just  some  young 
lass ;  and  the  valley  it  gr^w  in  was,  I  tro^^  noi^ 
thii^  dse  thap  some  cottar^s  shed ;  so  spei^  to  the . 
point,  lucky,  and  £Eish  us  naemair  wi^i  your  hero- 
^yphicals.'*^ 

I  can  but  i^eak,"  cried  the  gipsy,  eameistly ,  • 
as  ye  have  beaisd.   There  k  no  jnalice  lil^  thmt  • 
of  a  disappointed  lover ;  dot  a  deadtier  fiE^e^than  an 
angered  friend.  -  The  grass  has  long  be^i  green 
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over  Aliee  Cresswell'^s  bosom,  but  the  hate  of  her 
bacffled  lover  could  only  be  quenched  in  blood 
Thrice  seven  tames  has  the  leaf  faUen  since  she 
was  laid  in  Ae  earth,  and  every  time  the  fortunes 
of  her  faetrayear  were  left  barer.*" 

"  Weel,  but  tell  us  whar  ye  heard  a^  this  ravel- 
led dishmadavers,^  exclaimed  Andrew,  peevishly. 
The  old  woman,  however,  bad  no  other  way  of 
expressing  hersdf  except  in  her  gipsy  jargon,  and 
diat  was  still  more  umnteUigible.   Blondell,  how- 
ever,  interposed ;  and  by  dint  of  a  long  and  pa- 
tieift  questioning,  asoertained  that  when  Enarl  and 
Sir  Hubctt  were  young  men,  they  had  both  at- 
tempted to  seduce  Alice  Cresswell,  a  game-keep- 
'  ^^6  daughter,  and  Aat  Knarl  became  the  fkvoiir- 
ed  lover.     In  consequeoce  of  which,  from  being 
intbnate  friends,  they  became  far  some  time  dead- 
ly enemies ;  and  that  Sir  Hubert,  being  a  person 
of  greater  opulence  than  his  rival,  contrived  to 
thwart  him  in  all  his  undertakings,  until  he  had 
brought  him  to  the  verge  of  ruin  i  that  Knarl  was 
perfectly  saisiMe  of  his  malign  influaice,  although 
it  was  so  managed  that  he  could  not  openly  charge 
him  with  any  fraud  or  des^ ;  and  took,  on  all 
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occasions^  every  opportuiuty  of  fiwtenuAg  a  qvuuN 
rel  on  his  enemy,  but  wiihaul  succeM.  At  hmt^ 
by  this  intempemnee  havugig  worked  his  own  ex- 
dusion  from  the  society  of  g^ttoEnen*  lie  fell  into 
dissipated  habits,  which  comi^eAed  bia  degradar 
tion. 

In  this  stage  of  his  miaPortunes,  Sir  Hubert 
then  stepped  ferward,  and,  seevwgly  with  great 
magnammity,  entreated  hi»  to  ferget  the  gmdge 
that  had  so  long  subsisted  betwem  theHi>  and^^ 
neroualy  offered  to  be&iend  him*  Knad  knew  bia 
rival  too  well  to  trust  wmk  to  the  sincerit]^  cS  Iiia 
professions ;  but  thepresfure  of  dbtresa,  and  that 
4axity  (^the  sense  (tf  honour  whkh  advasity  ever 
causes,  oven^uade  hk  seruples,  aiid  he  aoeej^^ed  af 
a  farm,  on  liberal  terms,  fnw  his  enemjr.     Tlie 
conduct  of  the  Barooet  had  aS  the  outwand  cha- 
ractesristics  of  generosity,  and  the  aflBnar  redound- 
ed much  to  his  credit ;  but  stiU  Knarl  suepectad 
that  somethhaig  hsAed  sti  tik  bottom  of  tha  cup 
which  had  bee|i  so  une;qpectedly  ai^  so  warmly 
{HToffered;  fiir  occasionally^  wh«a  flushed  with 
wine,  he  wouU  giTQ  iFeM  to  his  cospidons ;  and 
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<m  the  day  prior  to  the  murder,  somechisg  <^  tfaii 
kiiid  had  taken  place,  with  a  threat  ai  exposore. 
Such  was  the  sabMmce  of  the  informatioii  which 
die  old  ppBj  had  obtamed.  It  seemed  to  pre- 
sent nothing  aTaihUe  to  the  defence  of  die  pri* 
scmers ;  ai^  when  the  poor  wonum  retired,  Blon- 

their  case  hopeless.  Not  so  our  hero ;  he  made  no 
remark,  but  sat  thoughtfblly  for  some  time ;  he 
iiben  began  to  move  about,  and  finally,  to  pace  the 
toom  in  perplexity,  haltmg  erery  now  and  dien, 
as  if  he  intended  to  speak,  but  as  often  cheddng 
himself. 

Blondell,  who  by  this  time  had  acquired  a  pro- 
ftund  respect  to  his  sagacity,  remained  nlttit, 
watching  Us  motions  with  interest  and  curiosity. 
At  last  Andrew  resumed  his  seat,  and  said,  **  1 
tMnk,  Mr  Blondell,  tUs  gadiermg  of  odds  and  ends 
by  that  auld  wife  will  hae  a  poweriul  ^ect.  My 
Lord,  ye  ken,  has  promic^d  to  read  the  defence ; 
new  ye  maun  put  into  it  ahypodietical  story,where- 
in  ye  will  relate,  in  a  circumstantial  manner,  some- 
thing like  this  tale  of  Knarl ;  and  yeH  suppose  a 
man  who  has  been  so  spited  by  misfortune,  meet- 
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ing  in  a  state  of  intoxicatioii  with  some  one  that 
he  had  thought  wronged  him,  aoid  that  a  quarrel 
ensued ;  and  when  ye  have  set  all  this  out  to  ad- 
vantage with  your  best  cunning,  yell  then  take 
another  turn,  and  describe  the  workings  of  the  ve-^ 
nom  of  resentm^it  in  the  breast  of  his  adversary ; 
and  with  that  art  which  ye  know  how  to  employ, 
ye^ll  represent  that  adversary  yearning  for  re« 
yenge,  and  watching  with  great  vigilance  for  an 
opportunity  to  satisfy  his  hatred — winding  up  widi 
some  supposed  meeting  by  accident,  tmder  cloud 
of  tiight,  in  a  lonely  forest,  nobody  near,  nor  eye 
to  see,  but  only  the  staite  of  heaven.    Do  this,  and 
we^ll  see  what  dfect  it  has  on  Sir  Hubert,  who  ^bHH 
no  doubt  be  present  at  the  trial ;  and  by  that  we^U 
shape  the  line  of  our  de^oe,  and  be  regtdated  hi 
the  bringing  forward  of  our  evidence."^ 
V   Blondell  was  not  altogedter  satisfied  wttfa  this 
irrelevant  mode  of  proceeding,  but  WyHe  urged 
him  so  strongly,  that  before  going  to  bed  he  alter- 
ed the  paper  which  he  had  previously  pr^ared 
for  the  defence,  and  it  was  ready  for  Lord  Sandy, 
^rd  to  peruse  in  the  morning. 

The  trial  excited  a  great  deal  (^  interest^  and  a 
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a  vast  multitude  was  early  assembled  round  the 
Court-house.  Among  them  the  unhappy  gipsy 
family  stood  near  the  entrance  to  the  hall ;  and  the 
crowd  opened  involuntarily  as  the  Judges  and  the 
High  Sheriff,  with  their  officers  and  attendants, 
passed  in  state*  The  moment  that  the  old  woman 
saw  them,  she  dropped  on  her  knees ;  and  the  rest 
of  her  family  following  her  example,  knelt  in  a  row 
by  her  side,  and  loudly  damoured  to  the  heavens 
io  send  down  justke. 

The.spectators  were  profoundly  impressed  by  this 
spectacle,  and,  made  way  with  silence  and  solem- 
iiity  for  the  unfortunate  gipsies  to  retire. from  the 
i^t.  A  few  children  who  were  in  the  crowd  fol- 
ioxed  Aem^  md  stood  roun4  them  in  sympathetic 
jcon^^aesion  as  tihey  mournfuUy  s^ted  themselves 
pn  the  steps  q£  a  door,  awaiting  the  fate  of  their 
idiatiQns,  who  were  i^  the  meantime  placed;  at,  th^ 
bar. 
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At  the  trial,  the  Earl  of  Sttndyfbrd  and  Sir 
Hubert  Mowtiray  were  treated  bn  the  bendb,  and 
his'Lordship  sat  on  the  right  of  the  Jti^^  who 
presided.  Whm  die  inditlmeiit  wad  read,  the 
prisoners  pleaded  Not  Guilty,  and  the  son  was 
proceeding  with  great  T^hemence  to  assen  Aeir 
innocence  of  the  nnirder,  while  he  again  a^aidw. 
ledged  that  they  had  plundered  the  body/  But 
up(m  a  8%nal  from  4tir  hero,  he  suddenly  desist^ 
ed,  and  stood  silent. 

After  a  short  statement  of  the  case  from  the 
counsel  for  the  Crown,  the  examination  of  the 
evidence  commenced.  The  post-boys  were  asked 
the  same  questions  which  they  had  formerly  an- 
swered before  the  coroner.     Lord  Sandyford'^s 
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groom  WM  also  interrogated  to  the  same  facts^ 
and  it  iras  dearly  estaUidied  that  the  youngar 
prisoner  was  one  of  the  two  persons  who  had  been 
scared  firom  the  body.  Several  other  witnesses 
proTed,  that  they  had  finmd  the 'watch  and  the 
trinkets  of  the  deoeased  in  the  possession  and  on 
the  perscm  cf  the  old  man. 

The  case  finr  the  prosecution  being  thus  dosed, 
the  spectators  were  convinced  that  the  guilt  was 
fully  estab&hed,  and  the  Court  also  wore  a  poi^ 
teutons  aspect  to  the  unfortunate  prisoners.  Sir 
Hubert  Mowbray,  who  had  evinced  throughout 
the  examination  a  troubled  and  eager  sofidtude, 
ihrew  himself  back  in  his  seat,  as  if  tired  with 
flome  inordinate  labour,  and  seemed  relieved  firom 
the  most  intense  anxiety. 

After  a  short  pause,  the  Judge  impiired  what 
the  prisoners  had  to  urge  in  thek  defence,  and 
Blondell  rq>lied  for  them,  that  they  had  prepared 
4  short  statonent,  which  they  hoped  the  Judge 
would  read  to  the  Jury.  The  paper  was  acccMrd- 
ingly  passed  by  him  to  Andrew,  who  had  seated 
himself,  as  if  by  acddent,  under  Lord  Sandyford, 

i2 
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and  he  gBTe  it  up  to  his  LoTcbdup.  TheEolwas 
a  little  agitated  whea  he  received  it,  but  said  to 
the  Judge,  in  giving  it  to  him,  lliat  as  it  seem- 
ed to  be  closely  wai  cnonply  written,  he  irouU, 
with  his  permission,  read  it  to  the  Comrt. 

The  Judge  thanked  his  Lordship  fin*  hiii  po- 
liteness, and  said  aloud,  that  ^^  aldiougfa  the  ewU 
iesace  adduced  was  really  irresistiUe,  yet  that  the 
prisoners  in  some  respects  might  be  condrifeied 
fortunate  in  the  acddei^  of  having  tbar  defence 
put  into  the  hands  of  his  noble  friend,  the  £arl 
jof  Sandyfbrd,  l^  whom  it  would  be  retfd  with  $ai 
effect  ihat  could  not  have  been  anticipated^  mad 
listened  to  by  all  presait  with  a  degree  of  re- 
spectful attention,  which,  after  what  was  proved 
in  evidence,  could  scarcely  have  been  expected.^ 

At  t&e  concludon  of  this  address  the  Earl  rose. 
His  el^ant  figure,  and  prepossessing  coume- 
nance,  were  of  themsdves  <»lculated  to  beg^  tke 
most  &vouraMe  dispositiim  in  his  audilors,  and 
this  feeling  was  excited  into  a  sentiment  of  irerar- 
enoe,  by  the  soleimdty  of  the  occasion,  and  the 
charity  of  the  office  he  had  undertaken.  Unac- 
customed, however,  to  take  a  leading  part  in  so 


nisBed  aad  midi  adaiimoroua  asienUy)  there  was 
a  rii^  d^jree.of  ctiffideDC^  in  Uijaanner ;  perr 
k^psiH  nigM  be  ovuig  to  0^  o^iMAfJwmm  of 
bmg  »  paitjf.io  tkft  bwievotoftt  luftificeby  whkh 
the  jfspat  had  be»  i^aeed  in  Im  haa»4&  It) 
iMyvOTor,  h«d  the  efffOt  of  eagftguig  tbenffM^tk^, 
if,  we  me^rufie  the  tarm»  of  the  flfeptatcm  in  bis 
fovi^i«r,  adding,  as  ilwere,  a.tou^of  Bom^t^wg 
t}]#tfbww  its  ess0MefiiemiK)inpiw9<m,^  the  wor 
^M^ry  inftienoe  of  hia  pevao^  aiipeaiance. 
^.  The  fKpt»  began  wiOi  a  $mpl^  dewription  of 
thr;  ^s:acaet  ^sondttenof  the  pn&tmfrs^  ^tkag, 
that^ld.tb^  ocmwlted  their  own  iMp«8»:t#ey 
W0^  hf^dRnred^  np  deftnoe,  but  aDgwedithe^i- 
s^v^  to  h|Uf!^  b^enqaiet^  oondiiated  to  th§  aoaf-. 
^k(l)  net  bepittset  dhey  had  eomn^tted  any  .cfdj^^ 
wMeh  sieinilod  a  doiHn  ao  droadfiol,  i^.they  ^naw 
diatr  Mkhet  the:  Ooui:t  norr  tl^  J|iiy  ooiiid  .da 
e^herwtte  than  }^^^  tihem  gnilty. 

^  ^  The  ^^Ide^e  r  ^d  tl^  de£mee>  anfcl  the  reader 
beeeroe  f^di^tc^^^is^sa  s^ng,  thatiwe  ar^^iiaUe 
tjo  resiet  lt>-*:we'  were  s^i^  fibnif die  body. i^  the 
murdered  nlanr«-*his  property.  wa%foil|id  in  eur  ^os- 
fifipsioi^— ^hatavaikiiss^r^nB  ^innocenoea^ainst 
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faets  80  Btubbom?  But  we  me  innoceBl  and  in 
tbef*^  «f  endcnoe  tliat woold cooviet  tlie  hre^ 
proichftUe  Jviiige  hiaiself  bdbie  niiom  vrm  «te  jMm 
aEnraigned,  we  deokre  otmel^ea  Aee  fram  tte 
stain  <if  tihis  einna  ^WiAokfhowevm^amxmgyofiMi 
hf»  any  respect  fiiP  the  dedaratiim  ef  twe  maaq^ 
able  vagnmtB),  fated  up  to  diliiettaaty,  practbed  in 
deceit,  and  the  natofal  uaramaAM  of  wfeae  life, 
hj  almost  aH  pfeaimt,  in  etmsidered  as  that;  wUoli 
seemfi  kievitaUy  to  await  this  poor  despised  ^d 
maniand  the  heir  and  partner  of  ifi  hit  Igaondny? 
My  Lord,  and  Gremlemeii  of  the  <Fury>  ^m^  lanar' 
of  this  hmd  presumes  that  ei^0rjr  culprit  *pteeed  mb 
the  bar,  is  imioe^t  till  he  has  been  proired  gutSltyi 
•-^•Ait  are  vpe  b6  treated  ?  Oa  die  eentrary,  my 
Lordaod' Gendeaien, lay yonr handd  upon- yew 
owft  hearts,  and  say  to  Heaven,  if  you  ean,  tlMiir 
you  have  not  come  to  tUs  tiM  witk  «  gen^Nd  peiv 
suasion  of  our  guik,  and  in  die  inveetigaidM  liir<re' 
not  uiiconseiottsiy  construed  die  evidenee  against 
the  ftieadkss  outcasts,  YadMr  than  soi;^  t^ihid 
in  it  any  ext^uataig  dioamstanee.  But  lAiy 
need  we  dwell  en  diis-^wfcy  contend  agailiat  m^ 
fkti4ity  that  cannot  be  resisted?  Habit,  educa-- 
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tkny  yea,  Iberctfy  Isiler  of  your  kw,  tke  lair  by 
ii^di  y<w  profess  to  gire  uijustioe,  1m»  taken  from 
the 'TBgcant  gijpsy  aU  die  couimon  pdvitegM  of  die 
tdbject^aiid  pfOBomices  liim  a  criiainal  before  he  it 
eren  aecnaed  of  any  crime.  Had  we  aot  stood  in 
this  eriginal  dq^iadatkn  before  yott-^-had  we  pos« 
sessedy  like  the  fehaa  that  art  utuaUy  brought  to 
this  bar^  the  basis  of  any  dmm  to  be  considered 
as  innoeeDt^  then  we  shoukl  hare  entered  ooorage- 
ously  <m  our  defence,  and  dmugfa  we  might  not 
have  autceadedagajast  such  evidence,  to  demon- 
strate our  ptxfectii&nooenee^  we  should  have  made 
you,  Gendemea  of  die  Jury,  hesitate  in  your 
verdioty.and  even  youmdf,  my  Lend,  tremUe, 
when  cUiged  to  pnmooneedK  fetal  sentence.  In 
diat  case,w»  shonld  have  diewn  that  all^i^^ainst  us 
is  but  preaumplive  cnrcumstances. .  We  Aoidd  have 
demandedofthecounadfirtheCrown,topnvethat 
the  htdy  was  not  stiff  and  cold,  when  the  servants 
of  £»eDd  Sanc^rferd  removed  it  feom  die  road ;  for, 
myLord,  asdlGendemen  of  dut  Jiiry,we  are  prepa* 
red  toprovediat  feet;  and  we  would  adc  you,— not 
yo«9  but  idl^-^yea,^  whole  world,-— whedier  it  is 
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iikelj  tluit  twapenKms,  who  liAdbeiuns  hofom  ccmi- 
mitted  a  murder  6a  ibe  higkway^  and'  tmder  the 
cloud  of  niglKt,  would  hare  eiyosed  tbema^nes  to 
the  hasard  of  detectikm,  by  g^^ng  abtoad  in  tiie 
moniii^  to  iduuder  their  TUtim  ?  The  thiii|f  is 
incredible,  Mtd  yet  you  must  bdbTe  k,  if  you  be- 
liereuB  guilty;  for  we  shall  show,  by  the  w^aeaaes 
for  lltie  proseeu1»)]i,  that  they  did  find  the  body 
stiff  aiMl  odd,  atl^e  very  tkne  when  tbeydetected 
us  in  the  act  of  riffing  it 

^^  My  Lord,  and  Gcintleiiien  of  4he  Jopy^-^^You 
are  to  bear  in  mind,  that  eouid  we  haw  believed 
ourselves  not  previoudy  considered  by  you  as 
guilty,  we  would  have  diewn  Aat  the  deoeased 
was  seen  alive  on  die  pveeeding^ni^,  not  £ut 
ieom  the  spot  where  his  body  was  fow^  Is^it 
not  prbbabk  that  die  murder  wasconmntted  soon 
after  that  time?  Ai^  if  we'canprerodiat  we  wefee 
then  at  a  considerahle  dtafeance^^viie  wodd^adc  you 
to  say^  whether  the  pranons  who  Baw  the  mwdev- 
ed  man  at  that  hour  on  Aat  ifpot,  aa»t^  xoxme 
likely  to  have  dime  the  deed  themselVes,  Ama^die 
uhfbrtuilate  men  whcwrthe  pzekiiBfivve  evidmoo, 
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(fior  it  is  0Mly.praniiiipimy)  irUdi  you  have  hemrd^ 
has  prepared  joq  to  condemn  ?  But  yon  will 
dimk.diat.die  persons  alluded  to  are  freed  from 
thezisks  of  such  a  diarge,  by  the  integrity  and 
vktue  of  their  character.  Yes,  my  Lord,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Jtvy,  they  are  freed-— no  visi- 
Ue  motive  can  be  assigned  to  make  it  feasible^ 
that  they  were  hkdy  to  commit  such  a  crime-— 
while  the  hereditary  infbmy  and  poverty  of  the 
gipsies  constitute  warrantiy  enough  to  punish 
diera  fer  any  offence.  But  is  infamy  the  c^ild  or 
thepaoem  ef  vice  P-M*«nd  is  poverty  always  the  mo- 
tfaa?/of  crimes?  The  duone  that  attaches  to  the 
QOteast  wandaEcr,  is  oAan  but  Ae  extended  visi- 
tation of  ancestBalsnb-»«aiid  in  the  unknownal^sses 
of  your  own  besmns,  have  you  never  felt  the  dark 
gnypingBof  hatxed  and  revenge  ?  Set  the  influBfy 
that  gipties  inherit  from  their  parents  aside^^Htf 
your  prgudicies  can  be  moved  to  do  such  an  act 
ef  jialice<»-attd  reelvxee  ue  to  that  equality  which 
men  placed  in  the  perilsof  thehiw  arejusdy  eth- 
titled  to  daim  and  to  expect,  and  much  of  that 
pevsiiasMm  with  whid  ym  have  believed  us  guil- 
ty will  at  once  pass  away  from  your  minds«  Th^ 
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think  how  nimy  other  incitments,  as  well  as  pd* 
verty,  urge  unhappy  men  to  the  c(»nmisnon  of 
erime$9  and  you  will  not  beliere  that  poverty 
eould  alone  be  the  instigator  of  this  mysterious 
murder.  Picture,  for  example,  to  yourselves  two 
young  men  in  the  animation  of  youthful  rivalry 
— 4heir  fortunes  green  and  flourishing,  and  both 
in  pursuit  of  the  same  mistress,  with  all  that  ar- 
dour which  the  energy  of  youth  inspires-^-One  of 
than  is  successfiil.  Reflect  on  the  mortification 
of  the  other— ^e  grudge  and  the  resentment 
which  takes  root  in  his  bosom.  Follow  than  in 
the  progress  of  life— Hsee  the  successful  lover, 
flushed  perhaps  with  his  guilty  victory,  rushii^ 
deeper  and  deeper  into  pleasure^  and  finally  sink- 
ing into  ruin ;  while  his  adversary,  perhaps  dis- 
gusted by  the  failure  of  his  love  adventure,  settles 
into  a  prudent,  a  calculatia^,  and  a  worldly  cha- 
racter. Carry  your  view&rther,  and  in  the  wreck 
c^  his  rivaTs  fortune,  see  him  stepping  forward 
with  a  malicious  generosity,  whii^  humbles  while 
it  aids,  and  taking  his  enemy  by  the  hand,  ama- 
sing  the  world  by  his  cBsittterested  kindness.  Th^% 
kx>k  into  the  mortified  breast  of  the  humiliated 
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bankrupt,  and  contemplate  the  bitter  feelings  that 
a  care^  of  licentiousness  has  engendered,  and 
which  are  darkly  stirring  and  fomenting  there. 
Is  it  to  be  supposed,  that  between  two  such  per- 
sons any  .other  sentiment  can  exist  than  the  most 
implacable  hatred,  though  the  habitual  prudence 
of  the  one,  and  some  remaining  regard  to  the  es- 
timation of  the  world,  in  the  other,  may  still  im- 
pose restraints  which  keep  their  respective  anhno- 
sides  at  bay  P  But  suppose,  that  by  some  acci- 
dent, in  the  course  of  years,  they  are  brought  to- 
gether, immediately  after  some  recent  provocation 
on  both  sides,  and  in  such  a  place,  for  example, 
and  at  such  a  time  of  night,  as  when  this  murder 
was  committed  ?  Suppose,  also,  that  the  malignant 
benefactor  is  attended  by  his  servant,  and  the 
bankrupt  is  on  foot — ^if,  next  morning,  the  bank- 
rupt is  found  murdered  near  the  spot  where  they 
met ;  and  if  it  can  be  proved  that  his  inveterate 
enemy,  soon  after  they  had  passed  each  other, 
sent  away  the  servalit  on  a  needless  pretext,  would 
not  every  man  think,  whatever  was  the  character 
of  the  gentleman  Look  to  Sir  Hubert  Mow- 
bray.'*— 
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Lord  Sandyford  himself  was  startled  at  this 
abrupt  apostrophe,  which  had  been  added  after 
he  had  perused  the  defence  before  coming  into 
Court ;  and  the  flamed  em{Aa8is  wit^  which  he 
uttered  it,  produced  an  awfiil  efi^M^t. 
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The  words,  "  Look  to  Sir  Hubert  Mowbray,^ 
▼ere  written  at  the  bottom  of  a  page,  and  on  turn- 
ing  over  the  leaf  not^iing  was  added.  The  Judge 
itt^piired  what  it  meant,  and  Blondell  immediately 
said  he  did  not  understand  it ;  that  the  words  must 
have  been  inserted  by  some  mistake  unknown  to 
him.  They  were  in  fact  supplied  hy  our  hero  se- 
cretly, for  he  anticipated  this  effect ;  he  had  also 
abstracted  the  remainder  of  the  defence. 

"  Mr  Blondell,''  said  the  Judge,  *^  unless  you 
think  fit,  it  is  unnecessary  to  proceed  fiarther  in 
this  sort  of  defence ;  I  would  advise  you  to  call 
what  witnesses  you  intend  to  bring  forward.*^ 

The  clear-sij^ted  counsellor  instantly  aocjuiesced 
in  this  suggestion ;  and  the  Earl  sat  down,  ponder- 
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ing  on  the  singularity  of  the  incident,  while  every 
eye  in  the  Court  was  turned  towards  Sir  Hubert 
Mowbray. 

When  order  was  restored,  (for  the  agitation 
which  the  abrupt  apostrophe  had  produced  lasted 
some  time,)  our  hero  was  placed  in  the  witnesses 
box,  where  he  related  with  singular  brevity  and 
clearness  the  whde  of  his  adventure  with  the  gip- 
sies ;  but  he  was  designedly  not  asked  by  Blon- 
dell  respecting  the  c«rd.  Lord  Sandyford  sat'  in 
admiration  of  his  selfkx)mmand,  and  the  quiet  and 
unobtrusive  distinctness  of  his  answers ;  but  was 
troubled  at  the  omission  of  so  important  a&ct. 
Doctor  Saffiron  was  then  called,  and  proved  the 
hour  at  ^hich  Wylie  had  applied  fer  admission. 
The  post-boys  and  Lord  Sandyford^s  groom  were 
successively  again  placed  in  die  box,  and  clearly 
established  what  was  assarted  in  the  paper,  that 
the  body  was  stiff  atid  cold. 

The  Judge  was  so  amazed  at  the  turn  which  the 
examination  was  taking,  that  his  hand  shook  as  he 
took  down  the  evidence.  Suspicion  darted  ftom 
every  eye  on  Sir  Hubert ;  and  several  times  it  was 
observed  that  Ids  lips  became  white,  and  a  yellow 
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sufliidion  or&^BpiefA  his  oQiml^ume^  bat  still  ho 
k^  bis  place. 

In  this  stage  of  the  proceediiigft  Blonddl  paui. 
sed,  and  requested  that  the  minute  of  die  esami* 
natba  b^oie  Sir  Hubert^  and  of  the  eoroner^s  in- 
gu^t,  shQu)4  be  readL  It  was  done  according^ ; 
but  in  l^ir  Hubert^s  i¥>tes>  instead  of  chit  hero*s 
luone  and  address— ^e  suspdon  of  the  old  gipsjr 
woman  was  confirsEied-^aiiother  name  and  address 
had  beeai  substituted. 

**  Where  is  the  card  ?""  said  Blimdell. 

^^  It  has  been  somehow  lost  or  mislaid,^  r^died 
Sir  Hubert,  with  a  fauhermg  voice. 

Th^  Ji^dge  animadrerted  cm  Ae  carelessness  of 
pennitting  such  an  accident  to  happen. 

^^  It  is  of  iKii  eQnse(]pience,'"  said  Blonddil ;  and 
in  a  nH»Aent  after  he  added,  ^^  but  I  find,  my 
Jt4C(Kd%  that  the  card  has  vot  been  lost.  I  aravoi 
howev^,  your  Lordslup^s  attentum,  and  that  oi 
the  Q^tlejQPi^  q£  the  Jury,  to  the  singular  fiict, 
that  it  does  nat  contain  the  name  and  address 
whi|c^  has  be^  read  firom  the  record  of  the  mi- 
nutes." 
.^   The  paitdked  caard  was  then  haaded  iq»  to  the 
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Judge ;  who,  in  passing  it  to  8i)f  Hubat ,  looked 
him  sternly  in  the  face.  The  Baronet,  however, 
still  miEistered  his  agitation  sufficiently  to  dieny  that 
it  was  the  card. 

•  The  prisoned,  on  hearing  his  d^al,  uttered 
a  groan  of  ri^,  and  an  appaOii^  murmur  rai^ 
throv^h  the  whole  Couit.  Blonddl,  however,  with 
infleziUe  serenity,  went  on  with  his  business,  and 
merely  said,  '^  I  am  sorry  to  trouble  the  Court ;  I 
should  have  questioned  the  witness,  WyUe,  as  to 
this  point ;  hvA,  my  Lord,  the  onussion  was  inten- 
tional.'^ 

''  I  can  believe  that,  Mr  Blondell,''  replied  the 
Ju<^,  emphaticaily.  *^  Let  Wyhe  be  again  call, 
ed." 

He  was  accordingly  placed  in  the  box,  and  not 
only  swore  to  the  fact  •f  having  given  the  card,  but 
also  that  of  the  visit  which  he  had  received  £rom 
the  gipsy  woman ;  and  his  evidence  was  confirm- 
ed as  to  the  visit  by  the  constable  to  whom  Jacob 
bad  given  her  in  charge,  and  who  could  not  di- 
vinej  till  that  moment,  for  what  reason  he  had 
been  summoned  as  a  witness. 

A  sound  of  dread  and  wonder  murmured  in  the 
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Court,  aad  was  succeeded  by  the  most  profound 
silence,  when  JenkinB,  Sir  Hubert^s  groom^  was 
called.  His  master,  the  moment  he  mounts  the 
box,  hastily  retired ;  and  it  was  indeed  time^  for 
his  answers  to  a  few  simple  questions,  calculated  to 
elicit  the  circumstancee  whidi  he  had  stated  to  our 
hero  in  the  stable-yard  of  the  inn,  convinced  every 
person  present  that  the  suspicion  attached  much 
more  strongly  to.  Sir  Hubert  than  even  to  the  gip- 
sies, although,  in  reality,  no  direct  drcumstance 
was  clearly  brought  home.  But  so  susceptible  had 
every  mind  heen  rendered  by  the  curious  train  of 
reflection  which  the  written  defence  had  been  de- 
signedly drawn  to  produce,  that  every  tlnng  in  the 
groom^s  evidence  told  with  the  force  of  a  fact. 
.  At  this  crisis  an  agitated  howl  ci  honor  sud^ 
denly  rose  from  die  crowd  assembled  around  the 
Court-house ;  the  Judge  started  ftom  his  seat ; 
and  the  Jury,  as  if  actuated  by  some  sublime  im« 
pulse,  prodaimed  ike  gipsies  innocent.  In  the 
same  instant  a  hundred  voices  exclaimed,  that  Sir 
Hubert  Mowbray,  in  a  fit  of  distraction,  had 
thrown  himsdf  fiom  a  window,  and  was  kitted  on 
the  spot. 
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The  Court  immediatdy  m^oimied ;  bitf  bcficHre 
the  gjyms.  letived  firova  tht  btt^  JBbndell  took 
an  opiNfftimity  ctf  giwig  thon^  in  4;iie  presenee  of 
his  brethro^,  the  money  which  the  <M  wonaii  luid 
brov^ht  to  hm,  in  her  mK/^a^f  es  a  fee.  The 
foundation  oflttiliDrtoie  was  indeed  had;  for  the 
Jii4ge  spoke  ef  hk  adAreis  and  tatflats  in  terms  of 
the  highest  admbadon  ;  the  ccns^uenee  of  wUdt 
was,  that  he  was  retasziodin  slmost  crveiy  iaiportaBt 
eimse ;  and  although  the  im{iediment  in  his  «peedk 
]»e^entQd  Um  ftem  e?er  heofiooii^  a  i^opolarplead.* 
er,  he  ao^pdrdl  ^reat  opnlMoe  as  a  chiyniber  coQi^ 
9eUoi*;  and^tlnwa^  Uj^spoke  of  eur  ha^o  as  the 
oorigiQal  aardikect  of  hia  fiittime. 

Qb  none,  however,  did  die  osi^pihur  residt  of 
this  impevtant  tmi  leare  s«deq»  an  iajHressioa  aa 
on  the  £ari  of  Sandyford.  His  Lordship  saw  life 
poervadin^  sagadi^  of  his  &voui^  in  ihe  irholo 
ildtf^lniaiiageaBs^tefl^deftnce;  and  when  thy 
met  in  the  inn,  after  retmmmg  firanci  the  Coizrt^ 
instead  of  ^Mthig  hm  with  that  wanted  &miliaxw 
it$  which  pioCQeded  firom  a  sense  of  faii»  own  supe^ 
i^orky^  he  addressed  him  widi  so  nmdh  respeety 
that  the  change  in  his  manner  was  assurance  to 

10 
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0wet  jema  das  JieeompKiihed  and  liif^ify  endowed 
nobloBunL    Still,  homrreij  Us  origiiisl  and  inde- 
^aietible  sv^dieky,  ly&e  the  pHii^  of  ihe  inml- 
nerable  diamond,  undarwent  no  alteratien ;  lieaoii. 
tinned  the  same  od4  and  whypiacal  bemg ;  and 
enuLonhile  the  Eail  was  acriandy  airlanding  Ae 
j^ncrositjT  aod  eflfect  with  whack  he  had  exerted 
liimsclf  in  l)ehitf  x>f  Ae^poaa,  ha  began  to  £dj^ 
a^MMd;  ik  Toom^  and.tOv  spout  out  his  peevish  wx*- 
foeiaethat  they  liad  not jAe  maimemio  thank  him. 
^'  I^o,''  add  be,  ^  that  I  eaie  a  pea^steae  fyt  the 
w^i^.of  tbek  month ;  hut  I  would  ^lat  hae  I^cet 
to  hgwe  had  a  canny  oradk  with  ^  aidd  wife 
anent  Ask  dightBand  aantrips ;  Upat  when  a'  trades 
^,  my  Load,  I  thi;^  IH  take  to  fbvtnne-tell- 

wg- 

"^^^  And  IJcBovrnotan  orade  that  I/wraldaaoncr 
consult,^  said  the  Earl,  in  a  gvfer  ieae  than  he 
had  heen  hithecto  .using. 

^  Say  ye  aae,  n^  Loed  P  then  lend  me  your 
loof,  and  ye  shall  be  my  fivat  ^mstcnaer."* 

In  due  fteedom  of  die  momcMt,  die  Earl  laugh- 
ing held  4mt  ik  hnd,  whidi  JUidvew  aeisod 
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with  avidity  ;  and  afker  looking  at  it  in  silence  for 
about  a  minute,  his  feelings  orercame  him,  and 
the  Earl  started  to  find  a  tear  faU.in  his  pahh. 
"  In  the  name  of  heaven,  Wy^ie,  wl»t' s  the 

meaning  of  this  ?*"  • 

Andrew  dropped  the  ha»d,  and  retked  to  a  dis- 
tance  till  his  emotion  had  subsided.  When  conring 
again  forward,  he  said,  "  My  Lord,  why  will  ye 
prohibit  me  from  being  of  any  use  to  you  in  that 
<x)ncem  which  lies  nearest  your  heart  ?  This  day 
I  have  been  an  instrument  in  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence to  redd  the  ravelled  skem  of  the  pocn-  gip- 
sies, to  whom  I  was,  in  a  manner,  under  no  obliga- 
tion ;  but  to  you,  who  under  Heaven  have  been  my 
great benefactor,I-amstmbutasbarrenfland.  The 

complexion  of  the  gipsies^  guUt  was  as  bhidt  as  my 
Leddy's4  your  Lordship  has  seen  it  made  as  pure 
as  the  driven  snaw.  Why  will  you  sit  dawn  in  your 
delusion,  and  w.ear  out  the  blithe  days  of  life,  like 
an  owl  in  the  desert  ?  Od,  my  Lord,  it's  a  fool 
trick;  and  ye  maun  thole  wi'  me  till  I  tdl  you 
what  I  have  discovered."" 

The  Earl  was  disconcerted ;  but  seating  himself 
in  a  chaw,  listened  while  our  hero  related  what  he 
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had  heard  from  Doctor  Saffiron  respecting  the  Ita- 
lian girl  and  the  child ;  at  the  conclusion  of  which^ 
he  rose  and  immediately  left  the  room.  Andrew 
would  have  stopped  him,  and  indeed  stepped  for- 
ward  to  take  him  by  the  coat,  but  his  Lordship, 
with  a  hurried  hand  and  an  agitated  look,  shook 
him  as  it  were  away. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


PAETY-SPIEIT. 


We  mufit  now  call  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  a  series  of  drcumstanees  that  flowed  m  another 
channel,  but  whidi  at  this  point  fall  into  the  main 
stream  of  Wylie^s  story.  Viscount  Riyersdale, 
the  son  of  the  Marquis  of  Avonside,  and  brother 
to  Lady  Sandyford^  had  been  several  years  abroad, 
a  voluntary  exile,  for  reasons  which  neither  his 
father  nor  friends  were  able  to  fathcnn.  His  cou« 
duct,  indeed,  like  that  of  his  more  accomplished 
brother-in-law  the  Earl,  was  to  them  an  inexpli. 
cable  enigma ;  but  instead  of  rushing  like  him 
into  a  career  of  dissipation  and  extravagance,  he 
shrunk  out  of  society,  and  abandoned  himself  to 
desp<mdency  and  soUtude.  His  health  was  natu^ 
rally  delicate,  and  a  morbid  sensibility,  the  symp. 
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tma  either  of  gemos  or  of  weakheasy  constitttted 
die  pdoMspd  &a*iiie  of  his  chflvact^ 

About  the  tbae  he  kft  college,  the  aurora  bo- 
realia  of  the  Frendi  Rerolutbn  b^aa  to  brighten 
in  thepoBtical  hf»riioii---«amoonDiiig^irhidt  so  many 
young,  sad  generous  boeoma  exalted  by  the  in&pi* 
ring  legends  of  Gbeek  and  Roman  virtue,  consi- 
dered AS  the  beginning  of  a  new  day  to  the  morid 
wosld,  and  die  comn^Mement  of  the  miHenium 
predicted  by  die  oracles  of  Holy  Writ  Lord 
Biversdale  was  am^og  die  numbar  of  diose  who 
devoutfy  worshipped  die  rtsii^  day-star.  But 
Sandyfordy  who  was  dies,  one  ci  his  most  intimate 
fnends,  although  he  partook  of  the  same  admira* 
tion,  was  enabled,  by  die  possession  of  a  more 
commanding  and  perspicacious  genius,  to  discover 
the  meteoric  sjdendour  of  the  phenomenon ;  and 
he  not  only  occasionally  laughed  at  the  glorious 
anticipations  of  Biversdale,  but  somedmes  insi* 
nuated  that  his  ardour  would  cod^  imd  that  he 
would  yet  be  fimnd  among  the  champions  of  an- 
cient instttudons.  This  raillery  was  but  the  play- 
ful ridicule  of  a  supearior  mind,  amused  with  the 
rap^isea  of  a  fimd  enthusiasm ;  and  it  was  ex^ 
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pressed  in  terms  which  never  gave  o%nce,  though 
it  often  provoked  the  most  vehement  dedsratienff 
ef  constancy  to  the  cause  of  the  nev-bom  liberty. 
At  the  time  of  the  Earl'^s  maniage.  Lord  Ri- 
versdale  was  returned  to  Parliament^  and  teak  up 
his  residence  in  town  with  the  MarquiB,  his-fiitker.' 
According  to  the  hereditary  poKticB  and  party 
connections  of  the  old  peer,  his  Loidship  was:  in- 
troduced to  many  of  the  moQt  distinguished  mem. 
bers  of  both  Houses,  who  had  adopted  die  afi* 
nions  and  views  of  Mr  Burke ;  and  it  nevec  oe- 
curred  to  his  ingenuous  mind,  that  the  courtesteB 
of  social  intercourse  could  be  supposed  to  dete* 
riorate  the  integrity  of  his  puUic  prinei^es.  San- 
dyford,  however,  warned  him  to  the  contrary ;  but 
a  false  pride  made  him  glory  in  the  ordeal  to 
which  he  was  subjected,  and  even  to  cultivate  a 
greater  degree  of  intimacy  with  some  of  the  lead* 
ing  members  of  the  ministerial  party,  dtan  he 
would  otherwise  perhaps  have  doffe.  Along  with 
his  father,  he  accepted  invitation  after  ifivitatioii 
from  the  adversaries,  as  he  considered  them,of  free- 
dom ;  but  still  he  assured  his  political  friends,  that 
he  was  invulnerable  to  the  blandishments  of  power. 
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On  the  day  vhen  Farliftmait  assembled  for  the 
first  time  after  hk  election,  he  went  with  his  &- 
ther  to  the  House.  The  Marquis  had  occasion 
to  call  on  the  minist^,  and  they  met  him  in  Down- 
ing-stceet.  Without  the  slightest  consideration 
on  either  side,  llie  minister  was  invited  to  accept 
a  seat  in  th^  carriage ;  and  (m  being  set  down 
at  the  entrance  to  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
ascendug  the  stairs  he  <  toek  hdld  of  Riversdale 
by  the  axm»  and  they  walked  in  together.  This 
was  observied.  by  his  Lordship's  friends  in  the 
House,  and  the  most  corrupt  construction  was 
put  upon  the  incidait ;  f(N-  they  regarded  it  as 
the  realization  of  a  junction,  which  they  had  be^ 
gun  to  suspect  would  be  die  result  of  the  inter- 
course which  he  had  so  unnecessarily  cultivated. 

The  infirm  health  of  Riversdide  made  him  suf- 
&r  bom  the  extreme  heat  of  the  crowded  houses 
and  he  retired  early,  with  the  intention,  however j 
of  returning;  but  the  division  on  the  address  took 
place  before  be  came  bade,  and  this — the  effect 
addy  of  constitutional  infirmity-— was  attributed 
t0  poMcal  apostacy. 


^4  cmiLFrsE  xxxr. 

The  ame  mghty  it  mM  wesotfwA^  m  ^tm  acsimo- 
iMttB^pirit  of  Aat  period^  bjr  diofr  to  irhani  Int 
had  in  pxincijdie  dUed  fatmself^  tluit  they  ibo«ld 
sever  theniselv«i  from  all  commwaiom  with  biK* 
This  ri»h  detenamataon,  tdkaa  without  iaqiusj^ 
imas  little  honomabfe  to  thtm  as  it  was  deragB^ 
torytofaiiii;  but  the  conseipieneeB  smote  him  lUc* 
the  inflaenee  of  a  malignaat  tp^     And  wbeik 
Locd  Saad^rfotd  ei^Uned  to  hhn  the  awnraf 
the  altered  befaaTioar  of  his  political  assocmtM^ 
be  was  so  mort^ed  at  the  thooghtefbw^  m&a 
sidered  so  weak  in  yirtne,  and  so  flesttde  in  piitt- 
ciple,  that  he  abruptly  qmtted  London,  eoul  gsre 
up  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons.    The  hmn- 
f^Yn^ng  idea  preyed  upett  hivspkbsy  and'heftfi- 
into  a  low  and  qMraloas  misaaiiitofRyy  whodn  «t 
last  assumed  the  character  of  aot«d  diseine:.  Ad- 
Tised  by  bis  pfaysiciatis  to  travel,  he  went  absoad^ 
and  during  the  interval  which  elapsed  betiTean 
^  first  sesnom  of.  Pariiament,  sftir  Lqtd^Smdjy  >, 
ford^s  marriage,  sod  Huy  epodi  at^widflli'wv 
now  arrived  in  our  st^uy,  he  had  oratn&iied' vi 
denng  over  the  continent,  without  Gitidiu^  any^ 
relief  from  the  anguish  of  his  mortified  sensitaiility^ 


Hm  seyieaUfilw  from  pqHb  life  was  kmeB^ 
bjr  Iiii^  hAer  as  one  of  tbe  geyerest  ndsfortaBtt; 
tat  he  had  fotsied  high^  perhaps  imrdiiiate,  ex* 
pectatkms  from  the  afa^ides  of  RWersdakw  Suck 
mdeed  was  the  paternal  partiafitj  of  the  Mairquis^ 
that  he  could  patieady  endwe  to  hear  him  eiqpa- 
tble  ^m  those  hopes  and  prospects  of  perpetual 
peace  and  fbUeitjr^  which  the  mob  of  Paris  wcate 
sappesed  to  be  then  iiBfefafing;  to. maity  persuaded 
Aat  his  UtopiaD.  xefexies^  I^Ee  the  fumes  of  the 
fenneiitiiig  Tintay>  which  pasa  off  as  the  juice  le- 
sohres  itsdf  into  the  brij^  and  genexous  wini^ 
would  eryiqwiate  with  the  wanath  and-cao^usiasm 
of  yonth. 

And  he  o£kcB  tittreated  him  to  return  home^ 
and  taJce  what  side  he  pleanr d  ia  poKtics.  *^  la^ 
no:  gMal  aentunent  of  dsftnAce  to  Bie,^  said  his 
Lflvdshipy^  ^  hare  any;  c£fiMt  on  the  free  excfdse 
ef  ysanr  judgment ;  £ut  whatever  difference  may 
at  pteseat  exiab  between  onr.  political  pvinc^^iles^ 

I  taws  thai  yott  win  ia.  time  aoordBetPifr  interests 
of  your  eountrym  the  same  li|^  diati  do;  and^ 
like  asO)  aat  yeur  beat  taknts  to  uphold  and 
pitanote  them;  duvefim  I  agahs  repeal,  Gcdmp 
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home,  and  come  firee.  All  I  desire  is,  to  see  you 
qualifying  yourself  in  Parliament  to  take  that 
part  in  the  great  afiairs  of  the  kingdom,  which^  I 
am  proud  to  say,  our  ancestors  have  for  so  ma&y 
ages  sustained  with  sudi  renown.^ 

Riversdale,  however,  was  deaf  to  all  diese  en- 
treaties ;  but  a  letter  from  his  sister,  written  soon 
after  she  had  taken  up  her  abode  at  Brittmsbeild 
Castle,  produced  the  desired  event.  She  infima- 
ed  him  of  all  the  circumstances  whidi  we  have  so 
faithfiilly  described,  and  requested  him  to  come 
to  her ;  for  the  thought  of  hving  under  the  evil 
opinion  of  the  world,  and  in  the  contempt  of  her 
husbfflid,  was  become  too  much  for  her  long  to 
endure.  The  moment  that  he  received  this  dis- 
consolate  and  anxious  letter  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land,  and,  on  his  arrival,  went  at  once  to  Chas- 
tington-hall ;  for  although  Lord  Sandyford  shared 
in  that  aimless  resentment,  which  the  sense  of 
mortification  made  him  feel  against  all  his  early 
associates,  he  still  entertained  a  profound  reqpect 
for  the  honour  aiid  principles  of  his  Lordahq^  ; 
and  was  eager,  before  seeing  either  his  dster  or 
father,  to  obtain  from  him  some  account  isi  U&e 
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circumstances  which  had  involved  the  Countess 
in  such  difficulties  and  distress.  But  when  he 
reached  the  Hall,  the  Earl  had  set  out  to  attend 
the  trial  of  the  gipsies,  whither  he  resolved  to  fol- 
low him.  Being,  however,  as  we  have  mentioned, 
in  delicate  health,  he  travelled  slower,  and  in  con- 
sequence did  not  acrive  till  some  time  after  the 
acquittal. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 


A  JOUENEY. 


The  landloTd  had  assisted  Lord  Riversdale  to 
idight  ftom  the  post-chaise  in  which  he  travelled, 
and  on  his  askmg  for  the  Earl  of  Sandyfbrd, 
ushered  him  into  the  room  where  our  hero  was 
still  standing,  agitated  with  sympathy  for  the 
mental  anguish  which  his  patron  was  so  evidently 
8u£fering. 

Wylie,  on  Lord  Riversdale'^s  heing  announced, 
instantly  recognized  the  brother  of  Lady  Sandy- 
fi>rd ;  for  although  he  had  never  seen  him,  he  was 
acquainted  with  his  title  and  rdationshtp,  and  an 
indescribable  feeling  of  alarm  at  the  moment, 
made  him  dart  towards  the  pale  and  querulous 
invalid  a  shrewd  and  distrusted  glance. 


^  I  MS'  txdd*  dial  my  L«d  Siadyfrid  wm 
kere,^  «ad  lUrendate,  iBqpiniigfyt  «fe  die  iOM 
time  moYing  round  to  retire* 

^<  He  has  joifc  ttepped  out,^  nepfied  e«r  hero ; 
**  I  expect  him  back — pleaiet»tdcecr8e«tlffllie 
ftmes.^.  He  then  add^  aenewhit  diCdeittly, 
^  Pcrhifs  I  oi^t  to  lei  hm  know,  that  k  is-yettr 
LaoiUdp  vho  kas  jcaUed.'' 

Rircfidab  was  8thidLiHlfa.tlie:tQB|e  in  YrUdi 
^■a  jraa  said,  aad  skatpfy  in^tctiiig  Wylie  niih 
Ua^bright  aad  hedscaL  eye^  saidy-^ 

^  YoKLflK^  in  hifi  JLardddpfS  oonfidanoc^  I  fta^ 
8ume,  from  supposing  that  it  may  be  necemety 
io.gite.him  time  lo  xefleefe  wb^ibav  he  oug^t  to 
aaftim^^  i. 

Oyr.kero,  at  tlieae  verda,  walked  up  doaeto 
Ua^Lor^ahip^  aad  atopping  with  an  air  of  r00o^ 
4i«  and  JiiaMica»»  aaid  to  him  oahidyi  but  with  a 
flQatiiiied.^ce,  ^'  The.Earl  ia  ny  id&ad  aftd  be* 
Bc&urtoc^  and  I  have  just  been  spedcmg  to  bam^ 
loaybeoB  tihat  aeootuife,  at  thought  owev  frfifly.«  and 
ihanHooey  if  yell  be  aldtrisad  by  m^^yell  no  seek 
tOi  aet  him  tifl  wu)  leam  the  upsh^  of  i»y  exr 
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liortadon,  which  was  aU  eoncerniiig^  the  cala- 
mitous state  of  that  poor  leddy,  your  L<»dship^8 
sister." 

<<  Who  are  you?^  esidaimed  Riyeisdale^  sur- 
prised at  such  firieedom. 

*^  A  friend  P  replied  Ahdrew,  coolly,  to  the 
sharp  accent  in  vhidi  this  question  was  peevishly 
expressed ;  and  then  he  added  bi&kly,  ^^  Incbed, 
my  Loid,  ye  must  subn^  in  tUs  mallar  ta  be 
soledby  me;  ffaor  the  Earl  has  of  late  grown  apezv 
ftct  spunky,  and  flies  off  at  die  head  Uke  a  bottle 
of  Champaign,  whenever  ony  body*  speaks  to  him, 
0f  my  Leddy." 

Lord  Riversdale  retired  several  pitces,  and  tpok 
a  chair,  looking  in  amazement  at  the  familial^  and 
ttbcouth  phettometion  before  him.  Andrevv^  fol- 
lowed him,  and  also  took  a  sM;  nearhiln,  aayii^ 
^*  My  Lolrd,  I  redd  ye  barken  to  what  I  am  asfi^ 
ing.  It  has  jt£st  ebme  into  my  head,  thai  itwitelcl 
be  a  grieat  thing  foft  our  friends,  if  you  and  me^ 
before  fk^hing  the  Earl  ohy  mair  at  thia  ]pn^ 
sent  time,  could  have  a  soUd  crack  atid  oonfidbl^ 
n^A.&e  Coimtens,  in  yon  old  wArloek  towet} 
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whare  aliens  sitting  like  a  howlet — ^What  fay  ye 
till^?'' 

^^  This  is  the  most  extraordinary  adventure  I 
et^  met  with,^  said  Riversdale.  ^^  There  musi 
be  some  singular  cause  for  a  person  of  your  iq^ 
pearanco        ^ 

^^  What^s  the  matter  with  my  appearanee  ?^ 
cried  Andrew,  impatiently ;  ^^  and  what  haa  it  to 
dp  with  prudence  and  truth  ?  Your  leddy  sister, 
my  L(Nrd,  or  Tm  far  wrai^,  will  be  very  glad  tQ 
see  me  with  you.  In  trouth,  yell  just  have  to 
bcme  away,  for  yeVe  owar  thin-ddnned  to  be  left 
wi**  ahe  so  short  in  the  temper  as  the  Earl  is,  at 
dis  time.  There^s  iU  Mood  enough  among  you 
already.^ 

^^  I  do  not  think,^  replied  the  Viscount,  half 
smiling,  ^^  that  there  is,  however,  any  great  r^at 
9fm  to  apprdiend  a  quarrel  between  Saftdyfi)rd 
and  m^^we  know  each  other  too  well.**" 

^  All  that's  very  true,''  said  Andrew ;  <^  b^t.Il) 
no  trust  you,  and  for  this  plain  reason^-^His  Lord* 
riup's  no  willing  to  do  your  sister  justice*— ^Nqo^ 
if  yeVe  a  man  of  sfdrit^  as  ye're  a  noU^mM^b  ^ba^ 


am  OGnae  out  of  gndi  a  case,  bnl  89PR)xcb  oat  rf 
their  sheatlis  ?^ 

<<  It  is  impossible  tiiat  SndjrflMd  (sftn  ever  act 
so  basely  T  excbamed  Ritendrie,  stfll  Biare  -and 
more  astpBasbedr 

^^  Whether  it  be  possQde  or  no^^  repficd  avr 
hefo^  **  rU  no  take  h  npoa  wa  tio  predseate  ;  bat 
Aat  itfte  tane,  is  a  certain  &ct.^ 

^  Then  it  is  the  more  necessarf  ^t  I  ahould 
iastaoitly  see  h^,^  cried  the  Viseonnt,  tfambfii^ 
with  eiaolitm,  and  rking  hastily. 

*^  Hooly,  booly,^  said  AAdrew,  laying  Ualiaaid 
M  Ms  Lordf^ip^s  arm,  and  gently  prossii^  him 
agaiitinto  his  chair.  ^  Lordsabe,  but  yeW  a  tap 
o'  tow  ! — Sit  down,  and  listen  with  discretknar  to 
what  X  would  say.  The  devSfs  byte'  ainoi^  the 
folk.'* 

Lord  Riversdale  resumed^  his  seat,  and  oar 
hero  expl^dned  to  him  the  ^ston  of  8el£«fflic<> 
tion  which  1^  Earl  had  seemingly  adopted^  and 
described  the  cnrcaBOstances  whiek  had  ooaae  tis 
}6a  knowledge  respecting  ihechild,  anddlM  mtet^ 
Views  betwe^ib^  the  Countesa  loid  Fetfevsi^ 


<<  From  ^  I9d«,  my  Lord,  ye  see  Acre's  atin 
a  ndst  han^g  ainrnt  her  Leddynhip,  and  consi^ 
dering  the  humotir  my  Lord^  in,  I  really  thhik 
we  had  better  see  her  anent  the  same.^ 

Riversdale  was  struck  with  the  sense  that 
shone  through  the  account  which  our  hero  gave 
of  the  EarFs  situation  and  fedings,  and  could  not 
but  acknowledge  that  there  was  much  which  Lady 
Sandyford  could  alone  explam. 

After  some  ftirther  conversation  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  therefore  agreed  that  they  should  imme- 
diately set  out  for  Bretonsbeild  Castle,  ^^  and 
leave  the  Earl,"^  as  Andrew  said,  ^^  to  his  own 
meditations;  for  we^ll  either  make  a  spoon  or 
spoil  a  horn  by  the  journey^  and  the  sooner  the 
job^s  done  the  better.'*' 

A  chaise  was  accordingly  (ordered,  and  before 
Lord  Sandyford  was  informed  of  his  brother-in- 
law's  arrival,  they  were  far  on  the  road. 

During  the  journey,  however,  the  Viscount,  who 
had  been  fatigued  by  his  previous  travelling,  and 
his  health  being  delicate  and  infirm,  before  they 
were  halfway  to  the  Castle,  complained  so  much. 
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that  Wylie  advised  him  to  stop  at  an  inn  for  the 
night;  and  this  suggestion  being  adopted,  our 
hero  went  forward  alone  to  ibe  Countess, 


j 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 


BISCOVEBIES. 


In  the  course  of  about  half  an  hour  after  Lord 
Riversdale  and  Wylie  had  set  out  for  Bretonsoeild 
Castle,  the  £arl  returned  to  the  room  where  he 
had  left  the  latter,  and  found  Blondell  there  alone. 
Without  adyerting  to  our  hero's  absence,  his  Lord- 
ship began  to  speak  of  the  trial,  and  to  express 
his  admiration  of  the  skill  and  discernment  with 
which  the  defence  had  been  conducted. 

"  The  sagacity  of  Mr  Wylie,"  replied  the  Bar- 
rister, ^'  appears  to  me  indeed  still  more  and  more 
surprising ;  for  since  the  Court  adjourned,  several 
gentlemen  who  w^*e  present  at  the  Ixial  have  come 
to  me  and  thrown  such  light  on  the  instigating  mo- 
tives ^f  Sir  Hubert  Mowbray,  that  fills  me  with 


2S6  cHAPTEK  xxn. 

awe  and  astonishment  The  infonnation  of  the 
old  woman,  considering  her  means  of  acquiring  it, 
and  the  short  time  she  had  to  make  the  inquiry, 
was  truly  wonderful ;  but  the  manner  in  which  Mr 
Wylie  conceived  it  might  be  rendered  so  available 
to  the  defence,  seems  to  have  been  a  providential 
inspiration.**^ 

^^  What  are  the  £ict8  diat  have  since  come  to 
your  knowledge  ?"**  said  the  Earl. 

"  In  theiiiselves,^  replied  BlondeU,  ^  tbey  are 
trivial ;  but  in  connexicm  with  such  a  character 
as  that  of  Sir  Hubert — persevering,  implacable^ 
ami  proud-*th^  are  tremendous  and  appalling 
It  BOW  appears,  that  on  the  day  preceding  the 
murder,  Knarl  and  die  Baro^^et  met  at  Kidd^- 
honm^  Races,  beyond  the  forest.  Among  other 
strangers  vfho  happoied  to  be  th^e,  were  sevearal 
gentlemen  who  had  known  Enarl  in  his  better 
days ;  and  who,  seeing  him  in  the  crowd  at  the 
b^tlom  of  the  stand  where  tbey  had  so  often  be- 
fore met  him  <m  equal  terms^ from  afeeling  of  <^ 
companienghip^  invited  him  to  come  up  among 
ihem.     He  bad  not,  however,  been  long  in  the 
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stiud  till  he  wmb  recogwised  bj  Sii  Hubert,  -who 
reddened,  as  it  was  vemnked,  inth  indign^tien  at 
ilk  ffippoied  premniption,  jind  sanonetmted  irith 
ike  stevraods  o£  tke  races  againat  die  imprapnetjr 
tdT  billowing  a  person  of  ids  oondtition  jaiid  diasae- 
ier  to  be  seen  anung  ik&n.  Enarl  did  not  hear 
vhat  passed ;  trat  when  he  seceired  a  faint  ftom 
one  of  his  fiiends  that  some  obyeetion  was  nuule 
to  hisappearanoe  on  Ae  stand,  he  jiistly  attribii- 
ted  the  recpaest  tiuit  he  should  leave  the  plaee,  to 
the  unappeasable  resentment  of  Us  M  adT«v^ 
taary.  Nothing  mcnre,  however,  then  todk  fboe. 
•Knari,  on  i^piittiagthe  le^and,  retiied.fiKNnihe  race- 
ground.'" 

^^  What  jou  say  is  certaiafy  in^iessive,*^  ob- 
served Lord  Sandyford ;  ^  bat  the  in^Mnee  I 
jthmiUL  draw  from  it  would  tend  to  petsoade  me 
ithat  a^ptaird pr^baUy  took  ^bce ;  and  thataftsr 
4dl,  Sjiaritnay  have  been  ieUu  by  Sir  Hnb^t  in 
^id&d8fe»ee.'' 

''  Troe,  my  lioxd,*"  said  Bkmd^  ^  but  odier 
4hii^  have  •oMne  «»t.  The  expidMn  tfrom  the 
-raoe^tand  was  a  Ikdc  wantii^  in  >lhe  old  woman'ii 
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discoveries.  It  has  now  been  ascertained  that 
Knarl,  after  quitting  the  race  course,  w^it  to  a 
public-house,  where  he  sat  sullenly  indulging  in 
solitary  intemperance  till  he  was  quite  intoxicated. 
Sir  Hubert,  after  the  race  wbb  over,  dined  with 
the  stewards  and  a  large  {>arty  of  gentlemen. 
.While  they  were  at  dinner  Enarl  left  Kidder- 
borough  alone  on  foot,  and  during  the  thunder 
4(torm  took  refuge  in  a  shed,  where  several  other 
persons  who  had  been  at  the  races  w^e  standing 
for  sheber.  Here  the  information  of  the  old  gipsy 
again  comes  to  bear ;  for  it  was  firom  some  of  those 
whom  Enarl  joined  in  the  died  that  she  gathered 
her  account  of  their  renewed  enmity."" 

**  And  what  passed .?"  said  the  Earl  eagerly, 
interested  by  the  narrative. 

^^  While  the  storm  was  still  raging,  Sir  Hubert, 
attended  by  his  groom,  came  up  to  the  shed,  and, 
^smoundng,  went  also  in  for  shelter — where  he 
had  not  long  been  when  Knarl  recognized  him, 
and  taunted  him  in  ferms  of  great  bitterness,  ac- 
cused him  of  a  systematic  determination  ta  grind 
iiim  to  rliin,  and  upbraided  him  with  the  jBubtle 
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Tengeance  of  that  firienidship  with  which  he  had 
deceived  the  rest  of  the  world.'^ 

^*  How  did  Sir  Hubert  endure  this  ?*"  inquired 
Lord  Sandyfbrd  with  agitation. 

^^  He  remained  perfectly  silent,  till  the  infatu- 
ated Enarl,  losing  all  self-command,  threatened 
to  lay  before  the  world  a  history  of  their  inter- 
course, the  original  motives  of  Sir  Hubert'^s  ha- 
tred, and  the  malignancy  of  the  favours  by  which, 
after  destroying  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  world, 
he  had  sunk  him  for  ever  into  the  more  horrible 
perdition  of  Ins  own  opinion.**' 

"  And  what  was  the  eflfect  of  all  this  ?''  exclaim- 
ed the  EarL 

"  It  was  noticed  by  the  glare  of  the  lightning,"" 
replied  Blondell,  "  that  Sir  Hubert,  who  was 
standing  with  his  hands  clasped  over  his  heart, 
aadbreiathing  shortly,  scowled  with  his  eyes  tum^ 
ed  askance  towards  EnarL-^^  His  look,"  said  the 
person  who  told  me,  ^  though  seen  but  for  a  mo- 
ment, I  shall  never  forget."  "* 

"  1  perceive,""  swd  his  Lordsh^,  "  that  you  in- 
fer h^  at  th^  timie  meditated  the  murder."" 


<^  Even  fio-^aad  I  am  eonfinned  in  4kiB.  opt- 
nion,'"  was  BlondelTs  jmswer,  ^  by  tlie  fTifumi- 
atHDcef  that  Sir  Hubert  abnipdy  called  JenJdiui 
the  groom,  who,  it  jqppeaca,  wias  ntiwidjpg  -viih  the 
hatBCS  jbt  some  dktance,  «iid  aHAm/if^  the  rain 
mm  tbenfaUuigintorraBtSyiiniiediatQLjnMMuited, 
aodtttumedto  Eidderboiough,  professedly  fi»r  the 
night ;  but  certainly,  k  wonld  fleem,  with  no  audi 
intention,  finr  when  Sir  Hdbert  gat  hade  to  the 
inn*  he  ocda^dhis  aerrant  tto  keep  iik^  hnisea  atill 
saddled.    This  I  have  now  leamt  &om  Jenkms 
himself— and  as  soon4»  the  JBtoim  abated^  Ch^  loe- 
anased  their  jomai^  honieKcard,4aid  rode  with  un- 
usual speed  till  they  reached  the  skirts  of  the  fit- 
test. <tei  imtmng  the  &sest.  Sir  Hubert  daekened 
his  haste,  4nid  b^an  to  i^ak  of  his  intenftioii  x)f 
gdoog  next  day  to  fiir  Thanas  F^nrler^s  f oac^ohnae, 
« thing  whidi  he  had  nev«rnientaMi(eidbefoie.  At 
kat  they  qame  upwith  SnarL  Themghtbeba^^fine, 
and  the  moon  bv^ht,  0a.  ^seeing  him  before  theni^ 
Sir  Hubert  clapped  spues  4k>  his  home,  and  pnaa- 
edhbtt  wbhoutqpeaidng.  Jenkins  thonf^tt^  was 

to  avoid  his  abuse,  b«t  ^di^  had  not  lode  far, 
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wben  the  Baronet  again  pulled  in»  and  deaired 
the  groom  to  go  forward  to  the  town,  and  order  a 
chaise  to  take  him  oyer  next  day  to  the  hunt  It 
cannot,'  therefore,  be  doubted,  that  the  murder 
was  most  foully  premeditated,  and  that  the  mo- 
ment Jenkins  had  left  him,  the  Baronet  retiuned 
and  perpetrated  the  deed.^ 

"  I  know  not  why  it  is,''  said  the  Earl,  "  that 
we  should  feel  satisfied  at  hearing  guilt  so  clearly 
established. — But  what  has  become  of  Wylie  ?'^ 
and  his  Lordship  immediately  rung  the  bell.  It 
happened  to  be  answered  by  one  of  his  own  ser- 
vants, who,  not  aware  of  Lord  Riversdale's  arri- 
val, but  having  seen  our  hero  embark  with  him  in 
the  carriage  for  Bretonsbeild  Castle,  said,  on  be- 
ing requested  by  his  Lordship  to  inquiry  for  Mr 
Wylie,  ^^  that  he  had  left  the  town  with  a  strange 
gentleman  in  a  post-chaise.'" 

Lord  Sandyford  was  troubled  at  this  informa- 
tion ;  he  was  sensible  of  having  rudely  quitted 
Wylie,  in  the  agitation  of  the  moment,  and  un- 
easy lest  he  should  have  offended  his  sensibility. 
Blondell  seeing  him  disturbed,  immediately  re« 
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tired/ aid  his  Lordship^  after  pacing  the  room 
iliouj^tfolly,  ordered  his  carnage,  and  returned 
to  Ckastingtoa-haU,  leaving  a  note  for  Andrew, 
earnestly  requesting  him  to  follow  him  there  as 
.soon  as  possible. 


A  tuit;  S4$ 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

A  VISIT. 

The  evening  was  &r  advanced  before  Wylie 
reached  the  Castle ;  and  when  he  rung  the  bell 
at  the  gale^  the  Countess  was  seated  at  her  soli- 
tary tea-table.  On  hearing  his  well-known  and 
familiar  voice  in  the  pa£sage9  as  he  was.  coining 
along  in  jocular  conversation  with  Flounce,  she 
rose  ffiid  opened  the  do<»*  to  receive  him. 

"  This  is  an  unexpected  pleasure,  Mr  Wylie,'' 
ahe  exclaimed,  as  she  took  him  by  both  the  hands, 
with  a  cordiality  very  diffisrent  from  the  measured 
urhanily  of  h^  ferm^  pcditeness.  He  was  not 
prepared  for  the  £riendliness  of  tbis  freedom,  mA 
at  Uie  first  waa  a  little  «Qid)arrasaed ;  nnNr  was  he 
insensible  to  a  feding  idUed  to  sorrow,  when,  in- 
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Stead  of  the  splendid  woman,  wlu^  he  bad  been 
accustomed  to  see  adcMcned  and  suirounded  with 
the  brilliant  ensigns  of  g»ety  and  faabiim,  hei  be- 
held her  pale,  and  dressed  with  extceme  aixapli- 
dty. 

The  Contitess  herself  placed  a  chair  for  Inm 
near  her  own,  at  the  tea-table ;  and  b«fi>re  be  had 
time  to  address  her,  said,  ^*  I  presume  you  have 
been  at  Chastington-hall  ?^  and  her  accents  £wl- 
tered  as  she  added,  ^^  I  h<^  you  have  left  my 
Lord  well.'" 

Andrew  replied  drolling,  but  with  a  look  which 
the  Countess  perfecUy  understood?  ^^  As  to  his 
being  weel,  thaf  s  a  thing  I  canna  undertake  to 
swear  to ;  Imt  for  a  sign  of  his  cotiditioi[Ly  I  would 
say  to  your  Leddyship,  ony  harlof  health  he  b^s 
is  aye  about  meal-time. — ^But,  my  Leddy^  ^fais  is 
«n  unco  awsome  house  for  you  to  live  in,  I'*m 
no  sinrprised  that  ye  should  be  so  ftiu  to  se^  a 
gay  gaflant  like  me  c(»ning  on  «  visitatioiw ,  Ab, 
ye  would  need  to  make  mickU  V  your  viifitorsyf  gr 
tbefVL  no  stay  hu^ ;  for  there^s  but  Uttle  mirth 
where  the  only  spiing  that's  played  is  hj  tb^e.^f^id 
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fifeing  on  the  key*hole.  I  see  your  Leddyshi^  is 
sinprised  at  my  comiiig,  and  ye  dinna  think  I  am 
here  without  an  errand.^ 

The  Countess  sighed,  and  made  no  reply,  al- 
though Andrew  poised,  as  if  he  expected  she 
would.  He  th«i  i^esumed,  **  Surely,  my  Leddy, 
this  gait  of  n&aking  yourself  a  nun,  is  no  what 
might  have  he&n  hoped  from  a  woman  of  your 
iBense,  and  at  your  time  of  life."" 

^^  I  have  mA  renounced  the  world,^  said  the 
Countess ;  "  I  am  only  waiting  hero  '  ^  And 
she  paused  confiised,  conscious  that  the  ambi- 
guity of  her  e3t{>re8sions  was  liable  to  be  misinter- 
preted» 

"  Writing?'*  said  our  hero  eagdrly;  "  foet 
what  are  you  waiting  ?* 

^^  Do  not  misunda-stand  me,^  she  cried  hastily* 
^  I  am  only  waiting  to  see  what  is  to  be  the  re- 
sidt  of  this  strange  state  into  which  I  have  been 
dirown.  I  fbel  myself  entangled  in  a  net,  from 
which  I  cannot  extricate  myself  My  fi^  is  ra- 
velfed  with  circumstances  beyond  my  contvd. 
*!%  ^orld  may  believe  me  worthy  of  the  abandon- 
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ment  that  I  suffer — ^the  fruit  c£  one  trifling  ifidis- 
cretion.  Conscious  of  my  innocence,  and  confi- 
dent that,  sooner  or  later,  I  shaH  be  indemnified 
for  what  I  now  endure,  I  wait  patiently  €ke  natu- 
ral development  of  the  mystery  with  which  I  am 
mvolved.'^ 

"  By  the  indiscretion,  your  Leddyship  memis, 
I  suppose,  following  the  rash  counsel  of  that 
diplomatical  body,  my  Lord  Marquis,  your  fa- 
ther ?"* 

'^  Your  supposition  is  just.  X  ha'i^  no  other 
error  of  conduct  towards  my  husband,  fcft  wfaieh 
I  can  be  blamed  with  any  severity.'* 

"  Then,  if  your  Leddyship  is  sensible  of  that 
fault,  what  for  will  ye  no  try  to  amend  it  ?  If  ye 
ran  awa^  from  your  gudeman  in  a  pet^  suveiy, 
whenever  ye  came  to  your  senses,  you  ought  to 
have  gone  back  to  him,  wi**  a  napldn  at  your  ee, 
an*  it  had  only  been  a  sham  for  decency.'*     * 

**  Why,  Mr  Wylie,"  said  the  Countess^  imi. 
ling  at  the  figure  he  had  empldyed,  **  I  think, 
when  I  left  my  father,  and  went  to  lBldertK>wei-  to 
the  Dowager,  I  did  nearly  as  much  ati  in  reason 
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could  be  expected  fr<»n  a  woman,  that  thought 
herself  but  half  in  the  wiong."" 

^^  As  to  that  ril  say  nothing ;  but  ye  knov 
that  women — ^the  present  cinnpany,  of  course,  ex- 
cepted-i-«re  kittle  cattle  to  ded  with."" 

^*  Mr  Wylie,  this  conversation  is  becoming 
painftd  to  me.  I  am  so  drcomstanced  that  I 
know  not  what  to  do.  If  I  could  see  my  way 
dearly,  I  should  require  no  prompting.'"  The 
Countess,  after  a  pause  of  about  a  minute,  added,^ 
^^  I  will  deal  frankly  with  you ;  although  I  do,  as 
a  woMMi,  think,  diat  if  Sandyfbrd  wished  for  a 
reconciliation,  he  ought,  as  a  nu«,  to  come  to  me 
Mmsetf.  It  would  be  an  act  of  prace  and  love, 
and  I  would  ever  esteem  it  as  such.  Tet,  as  a 
w]fe>  I  wiU  stand  on  no  such  etiquette.  Does  he 
deshre  to  live  with  me  again  ?  Say  so,  and  I  will 
instantly  go  to  him,  and  endeavour  to  forget  all 
the  past,  and  to  devote  my  life  to  promote  his 
happiness.^ 

Andrew  was  ihunder8tarud£ ;  be  found  himself 
in  a  dilemma  that  he  had  never  imagined  possi- 
ble.   He  had  formed  no  adequate  conception  of 
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the  united  strength  and  magnanimity  of  her  Lady* . 
ahip^s  character ;  and  exclaimed,  ^^  My  Lord  is  s 
fold,  and  no  sensible  of  his  mercies,  nor  the  va. 
hie  of  the  pearl  he  casts  away  r 

The  Countess  smiled  at  this  warmth;  and». 
pleased  with  the  onnpliment,  said>  ^^  Come,  come,, 
my  friend,  let  us  drop  the  subject.    I  see  how  it  , 
is— I  know  Sandyford  better  than  you  do-— I  have, 
discover^  his  nature  more  by  r^ection  since  we 
parted,  than  by  experience  when  we  .w^re  man 
and  wife.    He  will  rather  continue,  against  his 
conscience,  and  even  inclinatioiis,  in  ^nor,  tibmi 
be,  as  he  deems  it,  so  weak  as  to  acknoifjedge  he 
hlw  acted  wrong.    I  cannot  go  to  him  unless  he 
Irishes  it.'" 

*^  I  did  not  siqr,^  exdmmed  our  heato^  ^ad  to 
catdi  at  this  expression,  ^'  that  he  does  not  wish 
it.  On  the  contrary,  I  do  with  smcerity  beli^ye, 
that  nothing  on  earth  would  gire  him  mose  plea- 
sure than  the  sight  of  your  Leddyship  at  Chas- 
tingon-halL    But,"— «nd  he  pauaei 

Her  Ladyship  saw  him  confined  and  diffident, 
the  consequence,  at  that  moment,  of  his  reluc- 
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tance  to  advert  to  the  affair  of  Ferrers.  In  fact, 
he  was  more  satisfied  by  her  sentiments  and  man^ 
ner,  than  he  cotdd  have  been  by  any  explanation ; 
and  after  a  momentary  pause,  in  which  he  deci- 
ded to  say  nothing  on  that  subject,  he  resumed, 
in  a  lively  key,  ^^  But  no  to  talk  about  such  me* 
lancholious  concerns,  I  have  brought  blithe  news. 
Your  Leddyship^s  brother'^s  come  home,  and  will 
be  here  betimes  the  mom'^s  morning.  Poor  lad, 
he^s  no  very  strong,  and  unco  easily  fashed;  so 
I  left  him  on  the  road  to  come  on  at  his  leisure.*" 
He  then  explained  to  her  more  circumstantially 
how  th^  had  accidentally  met,  and  the  motives 
which  induced  hiin  to  keep  him  from  seeing  Lord 
Sandyford. 

The<;ouhtess,  who  had  listened  calmly  to  the 
whole  narrative^  said,  with  an  accent  that  com- 
pletely for  a  moment  disconcerted  our  hero, 
"  Why  shoiild  you  have  supposed  that  there  was 
any  likelihood  of  the  two  quarrelling  ?  Surely 
there  is  nothing  in  my  case  to  provoke  a  quar- 
rel 

"  Tm  no  sure  rf  that,**  said  Wylie  unguarded- 
ly.   ^^  In  a  word,  my  Leddy,  the  Earl  is  as  dure 
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fts  ft  dobr-nail,  and  winna  listen  even  to  the  vin- 
dieation  of  your  Leddysfaip^s  character.*** 

The  Conntess  looked  for  a  moment  wildly ; 
but  a  few  tears  coming  to  her  r^ef,  she  snd, 
<^  i  did  not  think  that  Sandyford  cared  so  littie 
forme.'' 

The  tone  of  pathetic  dejection  in  which  this 
was  uttered  pierced  the  heart  of  Wylie.  He  per-  ^ 
eeived  the  errw  he  had  committed,  o*  rather  the 
erroneous  interpretation  whi<ji  the  Countess  had 
given  to  his  words ;  and  ei^er  to  set  her  right, 
said,  "  I  doubt,  my  Leddy,  it  comes  from  another 
cause.  He  cares  more  for  you  than  he  will  aUow 
either  himself  or  any  other  body  to  think  ;  and  I 
fimcy  that  his  contrariness  is  altogether  of  some 
misleart  crancum  about  your  caring  nothing  for 
Mm.  However,  well  see  what's  to  be  said  on  this 
head  the  mom,  when  your  Leddyship's  brother 
c(mies.  But  it  would  sa^e  baith  him  and  me  a 
woxld  of  trouble,  if  you  would  just  put  your  heel 
in  your  neck,  and  tumble  at  ance  o'er  to  Cha^t- 
ington-hall,  and  come  to  a  right  understanding 
with  your  gudeman  himself,  without  die  interlo- 
jm^  of  any  other  friends." 
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The  Countess  smiled,  and,  during  die  remain- 
der of  the  evening,  turned  the  conversation  into  a 
lighter  strain,  chiefly  relative  to  the  state  of  her 
firiends  in  town. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 


liAGNANIMITY. 


The  foUpving  morning  wm  grey  and  low^rijo^^ 
undwhen  Itpxd  Riversdale  approached, Bre|toQ9<- 
beild  Castle,  which  he  had  never  before  ae^i,  the 
aspect  of  its  old  magnificence,  and  the  walk  and 
towers  hoary  with  the  lichens  of  antiquity,  aad 
darkened  with  the  shadow  of  past  t^,  impreaaed 
his  imagination,  and  awakened  associations  of  the 
most  solemn  and  affecting  kind.  The  reveriea  of 
his  early  enthusiasm  had  long  passed  away^  and 
the  horrors  of  that  anarchy,  which,  under  the 
name  of  Freedom,  committed  such  crimea  for  the 
personal  aggrandizemmt  of  a  few  intrqpid  advcpn* 
turers,  hud  produced  the  change  that  Lord  S«a* 
dyford,  had  predicted,  and  taught  him  to  fiikkg^ 
with  filial  love  and  a^^ooiration  to  the  insti^tioiis 
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of  his  native  land.  It  seemed  to  him  as  the  Cas- 
tie  rose  before  him,  over  the  mists  which  float- 
ed  along  the  surface  of  the  downs,  and  which  gave 
to  it  the  appearance  of  some  majestical  edifice, 
ccmstructed  by  necromancy  in  the  clouds,  that  it 
was  a  superb  type  of  that  vast  and  venerable  mo- 
ral fi^c,  which  the  wisdom,  the  achievements, 
and  the  virtues  of  ages  have  reared  in  this  coun-< 
try ;  and  he  felt,  as  it  were,  rebuked  by  the  genius 
of  En^and,  fior  having  so  long,  from  peevish  mo- 
tived of  resentment,  neglected  to  perform  his  pro? 
per  part  in  those  great  controversies,  which  have 
for  their  object  the  perpetual  renovation  of  the 
pile. 

When  he  reached  the  gate,  he  was  informed 
that  our  hero  was  abroad  walking,  and  that  the 
Countess  had  not  then  made  her  appearance.  He 
was,  in  consequence,  shewn  into  the  break£uBt- 
perlour,  where  he  sat  for  some  time  alone,  mmi^ 
nating  on  the  feelings  we  have  described,  and  ten* 
d^y  aflfected  towards  his  sistar,  whom  he  had  left' 
the  pride  of  beauty  and  the  ornament  of  fashion, 
but  had  returned,  to  seek  in  a  seclusion  and  so- 
litud^^'  where  every  object  indicated  neglect,  ob- 
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UtIoii,  and  decay.  These  reflecdotis  gave  a  co- 
louring of  mdanchdij  to  his  mind ;  and  instead 
of  that  peerkh  sennbility  which  had  rendered  him 
afanost  unfit  for  social  intereourse,  he  became  mild 
md  compassionate,  and  was  moved  into  a  sad, 
hut  pleasing  gentleness,  that  qualified  him  to  lis-^ 
ten  with  indulgence  and  pity  to  any  narration  o£ 
error  or  of  sorrow.  Accordingly,  when,  on  beings 
mformed  of  his  arrival,  the  Countess  hastened  to 
embrace  him,  he  recmed  her  wi&  a  warmth  of 
aftctiim  that  was  dd^htful  to  faimBelf,  and  dhe 
was  so  much  affected  by  his  emotion  and  iqrmpa- 
liiy,  that  she  wept  profusely  <m  his  shoulder. 

"  Hey  I"'  cried  Wylie,  who  entered  at  the  mo- 
ment, and  perc^ving  how  much  they  were  irf^ 
ftcted,  was  anxious  to  divert  thesr  attention,  ^^  is 
my  Lord  on  wing  idready  ?^ 

*^  What  do  you  mean  P"^  med  Biveredale,  cSa*- 
engaging  himself  &om  his  m^bet. 

^  O,  naething  at  all,^  replied  Andrew.  ^'  But 
ite  no  the  use  and  wont  <^  welcoming,  to  be  pli^^ 
actoring  in  t^  a  tragical  fadiion.  In  tvootfa,  my 
Leddy,  and  my  Lord,  it  w31  not  do,  oonsiderin|g 
the  job  we  hae  in  hand,  to  be  sin^ng,  ^  WsHy, 
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viUy,  up  yxm  hwik,  and  wally^  wafly,  dovik  yom 
bvae^^  like  Lady  BothweU^  wlien  lax  Lord  had 
left  her.  We  live  in  times  when  tears  are  goMe 
greatly  out  of  fiishion ;  tnaybe  love  and  afiection 
do  na  favm  the  brighter  ftr  a"*  that.  How^ever, 
we  should  conform,  and  therefore  I  take  it  upon 
Bse  td  inhibit  you'&om  a*  sort  of  op^a-like  antics, 
tffl  we  hae  eome  to  a  right  understanding  w?  die 
breakftst-taUe.  For  I\n  of  It  serious  opinion 
that  a  weeLboiled  egg,  in  a  raw  cold  momiiig  like 
this,  is  woorth  mair  <^n  a  pint-stoup  of  s|Jt  tears, 
or  a  piper's  bag  of  sighs  and  sobbing.'' 

This  whimtneal  address  had  the  el^t  intended, 
and  after  a  few  other  Ugbt  and  gay  expressions, 
partly  riluid^e  to  the  olgect  of  the  meeting,  tiie 
party  sat  down  to  breakfast,  with  a  degree  of 
cheerftilness  scarcely  to  hav«  been  expected  from 
the  impassioned  anguish  with  which  the  Coimtes* 
Mdd  h^  brother  had  embraced. 

♦*  Weel,  my  Leddy,"  said  Andrew^  when  they 
had  finished  breakfast,  and  retired  to  her  favour* 
ite  room  ki  the  octagon  tower,  ^^  I  hae  been  think*- 
ing  aQ  night  about  you,  and  that  whir^gig,  my 
Iiord  SandyfSord — and  I  can  mak  nothing  of  your 


356  CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

case  bat  this-— you  would  fain  go  back  to  him, 
and  he  wishes  you  would  ccnne^  but  he  has  his 
doubts.**^ 

*'  Doubts  !*"  exclaimed  the  Countess  with  agi- 
tation, and  she  added,  with  a  sigh,  <^  I  cannot  re- 
move them.*" 

She  then  recounted  with  a  composed,  but  im* 
pressive  vmce,  the  whole  circumstances  relative 
to  the  child  and  to  Ferrers,  and  entered  into  a 
very  circumstantial  explanation  with  her  brother, 
respecting  the  pertinacious  attentions  of  the  ma- 
niac. 

"  It's  a  pity,''  said  Lord  Riversdale  to  the 
Countess,  ^*  that  Lord  Sandjrford  cannot  hear 
you  report  this — his  candour  would,  without  fiur* 
ther  investigation,  be  satisfied." 

"But  I  fear,"  replied  her  Ladyship,  "  that  he 
cares  Httle  whethier  I  atn  innocent  or  guilty. 

"  The  deeviTs  in  this  world,"  exclaimed  An- 
drew, '^  if  £tdk  must  suffer  wrong  without  the  hope 
ofreifess." 

"  I  should  think,"  said  Riversdale,  pensively, 
"  that  were  Sandyford  once  convinced  of  the  fal- 
laciimn^  appearance  that  has  wrecked  the  happiness 
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of  you  botb^  lie  would  not  scruple  to  restore  you 
to  his  afiPectiottS.'*^ 

^*  As  for  convincing,^  said  her  Ladyship,  ^^  that 
cannot  be  difScult.  More  than  twenty  witnesses 
can  proye  all  that  I  have  stated  about  Ferrers ; 
and  it  was  on  that  account,  Riversdale,  I  request^ 
ed  ypu  to  come  to  EngUnd.  I  wish  you  to  in^ 
vestigate  the  whole  business  thoroughly,  and  lay 
the  result  before  my  husband ;  not,  however,  in 
the  hoipe  that  it  will  induce  him  to  make  any 
clumge  in  the  determination  he  has  taken.  For 
long,  Icmg  before  the  &tal  paragraph,  his  heart 
was  turned  against  me.^ 

"  Not  his  heart,''  said  Andrew,  quietly,  "  only 
his  head^-I  dinna  think  he's  very  sound  in  the 
judgment  about  your  Leddyship." 

"  Ah,  Wylie !"  exclaimed  the  Countess,  "  do 
not  call  his  judgment  in  question — lor  my  own 
feelings  bear  testimony  to  its  rectitude  and  dis^ 
cemment — ^I  wonder.he  endured  me  so  long*" 

The  Siddonian  majesty  and  pathos  in  which 
this  was  said,  made  our  haro  thrill  with  admira- 
tion and  awe;  while  Lord  Biversdale,  unable. to 
suppress  his  emotion,  rose,  and  walking  to  one  of 
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tile  windows,  stood  for  stome  time  looking  out, 
deeply  agitated.  He  was,  however,  die  fli«t  who 
broke  silence. 

"  Augusta,^  saW  he,  "  I  will  see  Sandyford. 
It  is  impossible  that  he  can  su£^  such  immcda- 
ta<m.  I  once  knew  him — and  he  must  indeed  be 
deplorably  fidlen  from  his  original  brightneaa,  if 
he  can  be  insensiUe  to  ^e  grief  whidi  dictates 
mich  a  sentiment.^ 

The  Countesd  looked  at  her  brother  calmly  for 
about  the  space  of  a  minute,  and  then  said,  **  Ri. 
v«ndale,  I  thought  you  knew  me  better.  But 
no-^r  till  lately  I  knew  not  myself  I  will  ne^ 
ver  be  received  by  Sandyferd  in  ccmipasaioxH— 
mark  that-wiever  be  an  object  of  his  pity — no, 
not  even  of  his  generosity.  I  will  take  nothing 
less  than  his  love— not  that  I  say  it  is  mine  of 
light,  but  because  I  would  now  deserve  it.^ 

And  in  saying  these  words,  she  immediately 
quitted  diie  room,  leaving  her  brother  at  once  per- 
pl^ed  and  surprised. 

**  Wed,  I  think,  my  Lord,'^  said  our  hero, 
**  was  ever  twa  sic  deevil'^s  buckles  cleckit,  to  flush 
simple  folk,  like  you  and  me,  as  this  mighty 
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Madam  and  her  flea-luggit  Lord — Od's  sake, 
if  it  werena  for  ae  thing  mair  than  arnthtr, 
I  would  grip  the  twa  by  the  cuff  of  the  neck,  and 
haud  thar  noses  to  the  grindstane— they  deserre 
no  Biercy.  But,  my  Lord,  the  sorrow^s  in  them, 
or  they  get  the  better  o^  me.  We^U  e'en  awa'  to 
Chastington-hall,  and  see  what  Birky,  or  Beelae- 
bub,  or  whatever  ye  like  to  ca**  that  thrawn  gude- 
brother  o'  your's,  has  to  say  till'^t ;  for  111  no  let 
them  ding  me,  noo  that  my  hearths  set  to  mak 
them  happy,  in  sjnte  o^  iheir  teeth.^ 

**  Tou  are  an  incomprehensiUe  bong,"'  replied 
Lord  Riversdale,  ^  and  I  feel  the  force  of  your 
good  sense  constndning  me  to  act,  where  delicacy, 
although  it  is  my  sister^  case,  almost  makes  me 
shrink  from  any  farther  proceeding."" 

"  Poo  !  what's  delicacy,  ray  Lord,''  exclaimed 
Andrew,  laughing,  ^^  but  a  bashful  missy  sort  o' 
thing  ?  I  hae  nae  broo  o^  sic  havers,  wh^  I'm  in 
eaomest ;  so  well  just  take  back  tile  chaise  your 
Lordship  came  hither  in,  and  set  off  to  Chasting- 
ton,  without  ony  more  parley  about  the  matter." 

"  I  doubt,"  said  Riversdale,  "  my  heahh  will 
not  allow  me  to  travel  either  so  fast  or  so  far." 
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<^  Noo,  that  comes  of  your  delicates,*"  cried  An* 
drew ;  ^*  if  ye  hadna  been  nursiiig  your  hypo- 
chondriacs to  make  them  thrive,  ye  would  never 
hae  thought  about  the  travel  or  the  road.  Od 
sake,  my  Lord,  if  ye^re  long  in  my  hands.  111  put 
mair  smeddum  in  you.  So  just  come  away  at 
ance,  and  leave  the  Countess  to  play  at  the  clmcks 
with  her  thimble,  a  bawbee,  and  atamarind  stane, 
tiU  we  come  back ;  indeed,  my  Lord,  you  maun 
gae  wi^  me^  in  Vm  playing  the  truant  o>r  laag, 
and  if  Mr  Vellom  cUdoa  think  I  was  ^n*  some  Iwb- 
aness  of  Lord  Sandyfbrd's,  I  wouldna  be  sorpank 
sed  tf  be  |ped  m^  a  loofy  wlu^  I  gaed  hame.^ 

The  inqpetQom^  of  Andrew  succeeded^,  and 
they  weie,  in  the  course  of  a  few  ndnates,  on  the 
road  to  Chastingten-HaU. 
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FOBTtmE-TELLIVG. 


Afteb  the  trial,  the  gipsies,  who  had  so  abrupt- 
ly left  the  town,  proceeded  straight  towards  Chaet- 
ington,  whither  they  had  learfit  our  hero  was  ex« 
peetM  to  return  with  the  Earl ;  and  having  en- 
camped tmder  the  park  wall,  they  gleaned  from 
anlong  the  woodmen  and  labourers,  something  of 
the  situation  of  Lord  and  Lady  Sandyford,  and 
of  the  familiarity  with  which  Wylie  was  treated 
by  his  Lordship.  The  principal  motive  of  this 
journey  was,  doubtless,  dictated  by  gratitude,  in  or- 
der to  offer  their  thanks,  in  a  more  formal  manner 
than  they  could  well  do  in  the  town  where  they 
were  so  much  objects  of  interest. 

That  there  are  persons  in  the  world  who  not 
pnly  pretend  to  possess,  but  believe  they  actually 
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do  possess  supernatural  discernment ;  and  abo  a 
Tery  numerous  multitude,  of  all  d^rees  and  ages, 
who  give  tbem  full  credit,  cannot  be  denied.  Far, 
therefore,  be  it  from  us  to  encourage  any  scepti- 
cism to  the  pccgudice  of  a  faith  so  venerable ;  es- 
pecially as  it  was  certain  that  our  old  gipsy  wo- 
man had  the  most  perfect  coptfdpnce  in  fa^  own 
oracular  powers. 

On  the  morning  after  the  trial  doe  was  linger- 
ing aboi^  the  portal  ci  the  Hall,  when  the  £ari 
dtfoe  out,  and  she  iiamediate]^  addressed  him. 
''  We  hai^  ccone,^  said  she,  ^'  to  thanh  you  and 
the  clear  qp&rit  in  the  sB^all  tabemade,  for  the  sal- 
vation we  enjoy.  You  have  Wd  us,  by  kindness, 
to  do  your  bidding  wheresoever  tibe  task  may  lie. 
Is  there  aught  whemn  our  hands  may  woric,  or 
our  a^wts  toil,  or  our  skill  aerv^  or  our  good  wiU 
aid?— *Speak,  and  give  us  pleasure  T  And  she 
paused  idiryptly»  wd  looked  steadily  in  hi3  Lcml- 
ihip's  face. 

<<  Why  do  you  look  so  at  me?"^  excUuned  jtb^ 
Earl,  6urpnsed>  and  in  some  degree  offended. 

<<  There^s  a  wish  in  your  heart,  my  Lord,^  waf 
the  reply,  **  that  you  hide  from  yourself — a  vision 
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in  your  di^eam%  my  Lord,  that  you  banish  on 
waking."^ 

The  frame  of  mind  in  which  his  Lcnrdthip  waa 
at  the  time,  and  the  tinge  of  melancholy  with 
which  his  reflections  had  for  several  mondis  been 
embued,  made  him  peeuUarly  susceptible  to  fan^ 
ciAil  impressions,  and  he  £blt  something  akin  to 
dread  at  this  singular  apostrophe.     The  diarp- 
sighted  gipsy  perceived  the  influence  of  her  crafty 
mysticism,  and  spoke  in  a  low  and  confiding  ac- 
cent, to  the  foUowing  e£feet :— *^  There  are  times 
and  aeasous  when  the  stars  abRove  fiivour  intents 
below,  wh^i  the  moon  soMTcfaes  the  blood,  and 
the  ^Miets  poiMt,  ynih  their  fingers  of  light,  to 
the  progeny  of  combig  time.    In  this  hour  their 
b^aigninfluenoesareuponme ;  and  woidd  ye  read 
a  page  in  the  book  of  destiny,  I  can  undasp  the 
Voliaae.    Have  fiuth  im  me  when  die  spirit  of 
oracles  is  upon  me ;  when  it  departs,  you  will  then 
ask  my  wisdom  in  vain.'*^ 

The  Eadendeavoured  to  smile  at  this  rhapsody^ 
while  he  trembled  at  die  pvophedc  energy  of  tb« 
sybil,  tmd  at  her  request  held  out  his  band. 
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This  pabn  is  empty,*"  said  the  old  woman. 

The  Earl  laughed,  and  put  half  a  crown  into  it 
from  his  pocket 

The  old  woman  flung  the  money  with  contempt 
away,  and  added,  with  tremendous  solemnity ,~- 
^^  That  palm  is  empty,  and  yearns  to  press  its 
fellow  in  kindness. — ^What  do  I  see  ?** 

"  I  hope  no  evil  !*"  said  the  Earl,  thrown  off  his 
guard. 

"  I  thought,*"  said  the  <Ad  woman  calmly,  **  that 
I  had  seen  the  mark  of  a  broken  wedding-ring,-— 
that  would  betoken  death ; — ^bat  I  am  mistaken, 
the  si^  shews  only"-- — ^And  she  paused. 

"  Why  do  you  hesitate  ?^  said  Lord  Sandy- 
ford,  deeply  and  strangely  affected. 

<<  The  lamp  of  our  skill,^  replied  the  gipsy, 
*^  bums  but  dimly — all  things  are  not  seen  as  we 
would  see  them.  But  if  I  might  speak  without 
oflfence^  ■ 

«  Certainly,''  said  the  Earl. 

The  sorceress  then  locked  at  him  severely, 
and  smd,  '^  I  speak  with  spirits,  and  yours  com- 
munes  with  mine.  The  wedding-ring  I  saw  is  not 
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farol^eii9----you  bat  wilfully  hide  apartwitUn  your 
own  fleshy  causing  to  youiaelf  suffering  and  sor- 
row.'' 

The  old  woman  then  broke  out  with  the  e&ergy 
of  the  Pythia,  and  predicted,  in  a  long  rhapsody 
of  meaningless  images,  an  endless  life  ctce^jogd 
bliss  to  his  Lordship,  winch  had  the  e£Eect  of  re- 
C0E?ermg  him  fircnn  the  brief  infloenoe  of  the  su- 
perstitious sentiments  she  had  inspired ;  but  al- 
though he  laughed  at  her  predicticms,  his  mind 
jretained  the  colouring;  and  he  returned  into  the 
house,  after  liberally  rewarding  her,  thoughtful 
and  uneasy,  under  »  mingled  charm  of  hope  and 
i^prehension,  increduli^  and  faith*      . 

In  the  meantime  our  hero  and  Lord  Biversd^ 
were  on  tfadr  way  firom  J3rit(H»bield  Castle  to 
Chastington.  They  reached  the  Sandy^oaadrAims 
ft  the  paik  gate,  just  as  the  old  woman  was  re- 
turning from  her  interriew  with  die  Ead,  An- 
drew immediatdy  called  to  the  post-hays  to  stop; 
Baying,  i^tbesmie  breathy  totheVisc^imty^^  Thitt 
jKddw^  is^am^jker  Witch  of  Eadcnr,  of  a  Ma^^ 
X^ng;  I  wonder  what  she  con  ha^e  baenfMng  tA 
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the  HalL — Hey,  lucky  !^  he  then  exclaimed,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  her. 

The  gipsy  came  up  instantly  to  the  carriage* 
window,  and  with  her  characteristic  rhodomon- 
tade,  b^an,  much  in  the  same  style  as  she  had 
addressed  Lord  Sandyford^  to  proffer  the  services 
of  hanself  and  all  her  tribe. 

^^  Maybe,^  said  oiur  hero,  ''  I  shall  have  a  bit 
job  by-and-by  in  your  way,  when  I  have  hens  and 
codffi,  or  silver  spoons,  that  can  be  stolen.  But 
what  have  ye  been  doing  with  my  Lord  ?^ 

*'  I  have  read  his  fortune,^  was  the  emj^atic 
rqply. 

^^  Ay,  a  wheen  lees  nae  doubt— -and  what  said 
ye  ?  cried  Andrew. 

Lord  Biversdale  sat  surprised  at  their  conver- 
sation, and  the  wild  and  haggard  appearance  of  the 
old  wcmian,  as  i^e  thus  replied :  ^^  I  saw  his  »n{rty 
palm,  andhis  wedding  ring,  that  is  not  Inroken,  but 
only  faUden  in  ihe  throbbii^  flesh— a  doud  is 
around  him,  but  it  is  not  night — the  sununer  of 
his  days  is  yet  to  come,  and  along  the  avenue  <^ 
fiiture  years,  when  he  lies  down  to  sle^  on  his 
mothar^s  bosom,  I  behdd  the  rose  of  beauty  and 


FOSTUNE-TELLrKG.  967 

die  ottk  of  manhood  bend  their  bh)omiiig  and 
green  heads  in  honour  over  him.'" 

^^  Awa,  awa,  the  deil's  ower  grit  wi'  you  I*"  cried 

* 

Andrew^  endeavouring  to  laugh,  whik  he  looked 
at  Lord  Riversdale,  and  inwardly  con&ssed  his 
fidth  in  what  Ae  said;  ^'  Hae,  there^s  half*a-crown 
for  boding  so  meikle  luck  to  my  Lord,  and  when 
I  hal^  time,  I  must  see  if  ye  can  wyse  to  me  a 
bentty  lass  with  a  heap  o^  siller.'" 

The  fortune-tdler,  in  the  instant,  was  eyident- 
ly  kindling  again  into  anoth^  paroxysm,  but  Lord 
Riversdale  peevishly  pulled  up  die  window,  and 
requested  the  post-boys  to  drive  on.  ^'  Is  it  possi- 
Ue,^  said  he,  ^^  that  Sandyford  could  listen  to  the 
hag^s  nonsense  P^ 

*^  Troudi,  my  Lord,  it's  very  possible,  and  I 
wouldna  be  surprised  that  she  had  done  mair  to 
bring  him  into  a  right  way  of  thinking  than  both 
of  us,  without  her  help,  could  have  done.'*' 

^'  You  seem  to  undervalue  his  Lordship's  good 
sense,  if  you  expect  any  such  effect,"  was  the  sharp 
remark  of  the  Viscount. 

"  Ye're  a'  wrang,  my  Lord,*"  replied  ouif  hero. 
^^  If  the  Yerl  had  as  little  sense  as  the  rest  of  the 
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world,  it  might  be  io ;  but  he^s  what^s  ca^d  »  man 
o**  genius,  and  hell  create,  by  his  own  ingenuity, 
something  rational  out  of  the  aiild  wife'^s  raving, 
^that  would  never  enter  cmy  common  head.^ 

In  this  sort  cf  oonyersation  they  continued 
speaking,  till  the  chaise  arrived  at  die  pcnrtal  of  the 
mansion.  On  alighting  there,  Lord  Riversdalewms 
conducted  to  one  of  the  drawing  rooms,  and  our 
hero  alone  sought  the  Earl  in  the  library,  wlwre 
he  was  sitting  by  Imnsdf  in  a  reverie,  and  per- 
haps unconsciously  still  under  die  influaice  of 
the  gipsy^s  rhapsodies. 
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^^  This  winns  do,*"  cried  Andrew,  serioody,  on 
obsanring  ihe  absent  and  melanclioly  look  of  Lord 
Sandyford ;  ^^  your  Lordship's  like  a  £it  goose, 
drapping  awa^ ;  and  if  yeVe  no  ta'en  firae  the  fire 
yell  soon  no  be  worth  die  taking.^ 

<<  Ha,  WyUe  r  exdaimed  the  Earl,  ^^whathas 
bea>me  of  yoii  P  Why  did  you  quit  me  so  abrupt- 
ly?" 

^^  Me  quit  you,  my  Lord !  How  can  that  be 
said,  when  you  stotted  yoursel  out  d*  the  room 
like  a  birsled  pea  ?" 

"  Wdl,  but  where  have  you  be«i  ?  What  have 
you  been  doing  ?"  rejoined  his  Lordship. 

*^  Itll  riequire  thought  to  answer  twa  questions 
at  once ;  and  therefiore  I  think  we  may  as  vreel, 
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for  the  present,  set  them  bye  hands,  for  I  have 
got  dreadful  news,^  said  our  hero,  still  gravely. 

*^  Indeed ! — ^What  are  they  ? — ^Have  you  heard 
any  thing  of  Lady  Sandyford  ?^  cried  the  Earl,  ^ 
eagerly. 

^^  Your  Lordship,  ye  ken,  has  debarred  me  from 
speaking  anent  her  case,  poor  Leddy ;  but  what  I 
have  heard  is  another  sort  of  thing,^  replied  An- 
drew, still  preserving  die  most  serious  countenance 
and  voice. 

^^  Have  the  French  landed?^  said  Us  Lordship, 
gaily,  endeavouring  to  rouse  himself  out  of  his 
moping  humour. 

**  111  no  say  the  Sing's  enemy  has  cone  to  ling- 
land  ;  but  somebody  has  come  that  your  Lordship, 
Fm  thinkmg,  will  no  be  overly  ]deased  to  oco 
Lord  Riversdale.'" 

^^  Yes,^  said  the  Earl,  ^^  he  hSs  come  home ;  I 
heard  of  his  being  here.^ 

^^  Yes,  he^s  come ;  and  it  was  at  the  request' of 
my  Leddy,  the  Countess,^  replied  Andrew.   - 

^^  Was  it  by  your  advice  ?^  inquired  his  Lord- 
ship, sternly.  But  our  hero  was  none  intimidated 
by  the  severity  of  his  manner;  hefdt,uideed>mce 
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the  surgeon  who  probes  the  wound  of  a  patient 
whom  he  esteems ;  and  he  disregarded  the  pain  or 
the  irritation  which  he  at  the  moment  occasioned. 
^'  I  think,  my  Lord,*"  said  he,  earnestly  and  un- 
affectedly, ^^  that  it  is  not  possible  to  prevent  me 
from  speaking  to  your  Lcnrdship  about  my  Leddy. 
Things  come  round  that  oblige  me  to  interfere,  as 
if  I  were  ordained  by  Heaven  to  be  a  mean  of 
mending  your  broken  happiness.  Look,  my  Lord, 
how  the  course  of  fortune  works  to  that  end ;  I 
was  a  friendless  lad,  and  ye  gied  me  a  nest-egg 
out  of  the  magnanimity  of  your  own  free  will ; 
that  was  as  a  retaining  fee  to  make  me  serve  you, 
through  wed  or  woe,  a^  my  days.  Then  came  my 
forgathering  in  the  wood  with  the  gipsies,  which 
led  me  to  get  a  glimpse  <^  the  history  of  the  bairn 
of  the  Rose  and  Crown.  Syne  came  on  the  crookit 
case  of  the  trial ;  wherdn  the  hand  of  an  over-ru* 
ling  Providence  was  made  visible,  as  if  to  admo- 
nish your  Lordship  to  have  some  confidence  in  me, 
your  bound  and  obligated  humUe  friend  and  true 
servant.  Thenwhenyerefrisedtodojustly,andto 
love  mercy,  as  I  would  have^counselled  your  Lord- 


272 

ship,  ye  ttmied  jmar  back  upon  mb^  and  left  the 
room;  bntFate^ssHoi^fer  than  man.  MjLordBi- 
vcwcWe,  wben  ye  irare  gone,  came  in— a  very  won* 
deiful  mod  myntetiom  thing,  my  Lord ;  and  al* 
tfaou^  lie'*s  no  a  Teaiy  phcabie  commo^ty^  1^ 
listened  to  reason,  and  we  have  he&a  tb^ither  to 
hear  what  the  Countess  had  to  say  fx  herself.^ 

^^  And  what  did  she  say  ?*  exclaimed  the  Carl 
with  emotion ;  for  our  hero  had  skSfoUy  tamed 
this  address  to  chime  in  unison  with  the  mood  in 
whidi  thegipsy^spredictionhadleft  his  Lordship  ; 
but  suddenly  dieddng  himself  he  added,  proudn 
ly,  ^^  Wylie,  I  think  this  is  uselcBs  oonversatwm. 
Though  Lady  Sandy&rd  were  innocent  of  the  sus^ 
pected  guilt,  that  &ct  would  make  no  chaaage  in  my 
determination.  IwillnotdisgnisewfaatyouseedeaF- 
ly  enough*— that  I  still  bear  towards  her  mvah,  of 
my  early  affection ;  and  often  I  think  to  myself 
that  surely  she  is  not  naturtdly  diat  automaton 
which  she  has  ever  been  with  me.  But  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  submit  again  to  lead  with  her 
die  life  that  we  have  so  miseraUy  led  together.^ 

**  That,"  said  Wylie,  "  may  be  a  very  rational 
resolution  in  the  opinion  of  your  Lordship ;  but 
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it  is,  Fm  tbii^kkig,  Mod&l  thai  k  should  be  ex* 
jJaiiiedtothewtMfiN'tioiii^othfrg.  LevdRiyers* 
dale  will  iu>  be  0v«r]y  eoiit^  that  hiff  flMtear  should 
dree  ih^  peaance  of  att  iUpdoer,  increly  becsuse 
your  Lioidfihip  doesu  thiok  she  faaa  been  so  ooiw 
dial  with  you  iu  all  youor  vagariea  as  in  ibe  thotti^t- 
lessneiB^  of  youA  ye  maybe  ei:pected.^ 

*^  I  do  ^Qt  think  that  Fm  obliged  to  enter  into 
my  ^i^^anation  mth  Lord  Birersdale  on  thesuh- 
ject*  l4ady  Sanc^cMrd  w^t  away  of  her  own  aci- 
cord.'' 

"  IW's  no  Ibejwnii,''  cried  Andrew;  "  that's 
itfK  Jlist  what  X  waa  ettling  at  Lord  RiTersdale 
has  a  right,  andA^wotldhas  a  rigltf,  toknow  why 
it  is  that  your  Loiddiip  is  to  be  allowed  to  indulge 
yofu  own  faiicies  with  is^nnityy  to  the  dfamage 
«|i(i  d«(priiiiQ»l^  <if  >a  iioUo  Jifiddy.'" 

Tbf  f^lJpol^ed  anttaalal;  the  intTCfiidity  with 
which  this  was  expressed,  and  then  sidd,  ^^  There 
is  gowHjthjag  abwt  yen,  Wylia»  that  pvevents  me 
0tgm,€f)imd!l^^i^  yen ;  but  had  any  oAerman 
qp(4m  to  iW'Wilh  toiidi  ap  afiee«t«--^-<»'' 
.  >^  ]^,Q|iiif9ii^  hiv«  &ne  wdOl  to  iiiten  ^ 
'ilif0iteptfid  lAaAmr^  cidmly.    ^^  My  Loxd,  yeVe 


in  the  wrang ;  y^^re  far  wrai^ ;  yt  may  set  up  the 
golden  image  of  yowr  own  i^inkms,  but  no  honest 
man  will  bend  down  and  wor^p  before  it ;  espe- 
ciaUy  the  like  of  me,  who,  for  my  own  credit, 
would  have  yom*  Lordriiip  belovwl  and  respected. 
Your  kindness  to  me^  I  would  reckon  a  dii^grace 
to  endure,  if  I  didna  thinjc  your  Lordship,  by  na- 
ture and  haUt,  a  man  frcnn  wh^n  it  was  an  ho- 
nour to  be  so  fiiiYonred  as  I  hate  bemi.  There^ 
fore,  my  Lord,  you  will  have  to  see  Lord  RiveiB- 
dale.'' 

*^  I  will  not,  Wyfie,  n<Mr  aqjy  othi^  mttn  tm  die 
subject :  I  do  ^violence*  to  ^my  own  fedifi^  iMC  en- 
during to  be  so  fectured  by  yon."^  », 

^^  I  never  doubted  that ;  and  if  there'wasna  a 
restraining  power  of  inordinate  civility  about  yoa 
towards  me,  ye  wbuldna  hate  tboled- ^e  half  df 
what  I  have  said,  half  so  Iob^,^  caied  .^aidrew, 
briskly. 

'^  By  Jove  ^  said  I^ord  SanJ^'fi^,  searc^  lOde 
to  preserve  his  temper,  ^^  tlfis  iedri^Hi^  ttie  to  the 
wall  with  a  v^igeance  ^  and  he^vofiift  ^iat^'WaSitM 
\o  ime  of  the  wilidows.  Our  h^oy  ^wiK>>  had  tteen 
duri^  the  wh»le.t»irrm«iAicki>Yid^ 
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sileiice  for  about  a  noinute,  and  he  ihen  said, 
''  Shall  I  ring  the  bell  for  Lord  Biymdale?'' 

^^  Is  he  in  the  house  P^  cried  the  Earl,  startled 
by  the  question. 

^'  Yes,^  was  the  cool  answer ;  ^^  he  came  with 
me ;  and  the  sooner,  die  business  is  done  the  bet- 
ter." 

His  Lordship  made  no  reply,  but  walked  seve- 
ral times  hurriedly  across  die  floor,  turning  up 
the  eurls  firom  his  forehead  with  his  hand^  and 
breathing  thickly.  Andrew  was  alarmed  at  his 
agitation,  and  the  struggle  which  for  some  time  he 
evidently  made  to  controul  his  feelings,  but  with- 
out effect ;  and  said,  in  an  accent  of  sorrow  and 
anxiety,  ^^  I  have  gone  too  far ;  your  Lordship  is 
ilL" 

^^  Not  farther  than  a  friend  should  go— -not  far- 
tbar  dian  a  friend,"  exclaimed  the  Earl,  but  with- 
out looking  at  him. 

Serial  minutes  of  silence  succeeded ;  during 
which  his  Lordship  so  far  mastered  himself  that 
he  sat  down  and  said,  with  ccmsiderable  ease,  ^^  It 
must,  I  percdive,  Wylie,  come  to  that  at  last.  I 
will  see  Biversdale,  but  not  yet ;  in  the  course  of 
a  short  time  brii%  him  to  me." 
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Our  hen)  immediatdy  moved  to  retare ;  bat  in 
glancing  bac^  towards  the  Eadl  he  was  stnick  with 
the  gfaafi(tly  paleness  of  his  countenance,  and  stop- 
ped. "  Wylie,"*  said  his  Lordship,  with  a  VMoe  of 
the  most  penetrating  padios,  ^^  you  have  made  me 
fed  that  I  have  been  acting  an  unworthy  part ; 
not  only  my  happiness,  but  my  honour  is  in  your 
hands.^ 

Andrew  was  profoundly  affected,  and  took  two 
steps  towards  the  £aii,  with  the  intention  of  say- 
ing sometfamg ;  but  his  tongue  refined  ita  «ffi«e, 
and  he  turned  suddenly  round  and  quitted  ^e 
room. 


bisguJnd.  H^  bowip^er^  iiMiatiuied libaseif^ i(i 
(ktj  as  to  say  cddfyy-**  . 
.  ^^  Certaiiiij  I  do  not  know  Jicr*^irlMt  I  Jtt^ 
pose  will  not.indeDlBify  hm  toit  the  lorn  of  my 
company^  But,  my  Loid,  I  would  b^  jroor  at^ 
tention  to  one  sbn^  trnth-^we  were  for  yeawtd- 
gother  nan  and  wife-*-4n  all  that  time  she  saw  me 
plungingfirom  error  toercor^rushingottwasdto  m&L 
XKd  it  erer  oceasion  to  her  a  pang  ?  Did  she  ever 
make  one  e£Pofft  to  chec^  my  infiitnation  ?  Or  did 
jsyex  the  ludd  mterrals  of  contrttibn  drawfiKM 
her  one  word  of  soothing  or  of  commiseradon  P 
SiFori^an  need  speak  to  me  of  llie  powers  bf  Lacty 
S«i%£)rd^is  mind^-nooe  could  be  more  scnpriaed 
tfam  I  was  at  seeing  sudi  deffogatory  gdlt  impu- 
tedJtP  faer-^HQone  qneBtmadniore  the  ooanpfexion 
jtffithe  eridenoe  by  which  It  seemed  confinned^ 
Jrjr^iceiihat  Ae  has  oobyumed  you  of  her  inno- 
cence— I  beUeye'her  most,  entirely  innooent-*-iiot 
xiiireiy  beeattse>  as  you  say,  her  guilt,  were  she 
.g0^»  C^tild  be  so  e»^y  proved ;  but  because 
^  ^hiTfttioi^is  in  to^w  with  the  opimoawhkb 
I;;ei4e9tain.Qf  :h»  cbaractel^r-A  Biarnl  ptesvMMBioti 
that  strong  evidcaice  indeed  would  be  required  to 
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aluife  Baft  1  imikl  as  jw&on  iake  j>ne  of  theae 
diina  jars  into  my  bosom  &x  a  wife,  as  the  cdd, 
tlttfdrmal,  l3i»  ml  laas  artifieial  Lady  Sandyfinrd. 
it  is.  ia  Tain,  my  XiOid,  iSiatyca'tell  me  of  her 
ptrsmwl  niiiodeiioe'-46he  has  been  tome  not  only 
Ae  casse  of  much  misery,  but  an  enigma,  that 
has  made  me  doubt  the  yahie  of  my  own  senses. 
For  I  do  coirfrss  to  yoi^ydiat  I  hare  often  thought 
there  were  the  deoKAts  of  great  sendbiEty  in  your 
mster,  bat  they  as  often  doded  all  my  endeavours 
to  call  them  fiyrth-^^^Ule  she  herself  lutd  no  fiym* 
padiy  for  others.^ 

Out  hero,  i9fkt^  was  present,  aiid  had  faitheito 
aat  silent,  here  interposed,  9iiA  said,  ^  Tru^,  my 
-Loid  ;  hot  n^r  s^  bens  wbft  drinkers  dree,  H^ 
hnmfliation  takes  die  ataneoaHofthe  heart,  as  giy 
add  achoohnaster  ased  to  say,  when  he  punished 
die  pnde  of  eamstnoie  laddias-Hmd  her  Leddy- 
diip*s  a  eieature  4^  a  new  birdi.*^ 

The  -explanatten  which  XiOrd  Sandyi^rd  had 
given  of  his  fedings,  loade  a  prc^und  impreoriosi 
0a  the  seninti^  and  toe  di^Kcate  Riversdale,  and 
he  remained,  after  diis  address  of  our  hero,  4br 
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some  time  sQent  and  thougfatAiL  He  dien  rose, 
and  said  to  the  Earl,— 

*^  My  Lord,  I  enter  into  the  fiill  feeling  of 
your  sentiments,  and  will  proceed  no  fiirther  in 
this  business.  I  lament  the  misfortune  of  my 
lister,  but  I  fear  it  is  beyond  remedy.*" 

The  Earl  bowed,  and  was  changing  the  oon^ 
versation  to  some  general  topic  of  the  day,  when 
Andrew  started  up,  and  cried,  ^'  Hearens  and 
earth,  drs  !  are  ye  in  your  right  seises  ?  Is  all 
my  wark,  and  pains,  and  trouble,  to  end  in.  a 
dishmaclaver  about  the  hobleshow  in  France  ?-^ 
My  Lord,  how  is  this  ? — ^And  you.  Lord  Rivers- 
dale,  are  ye  doited  ? — Is  Leddy  Sandyfbrd  to 
]^ne  in  grief,  under  die  cloud  of  dishonour,  be- 
cause the  ta^eii  o^  you  makes  blethers  sound  like 
sense,  which  the  other  takes  for  gospel  ?^ 

And  in  saying  these  words,  he  abruptly  left  the 
room,  and  without  ceremony  throwing  himself  inio 
the  post-chaise  in  which  he  had  come  witb  Lord 
Riversdale,  and  which  still  stood  in  the  court, 
he  was  beyond  the  Park^gate,  and  on  the  road  to 
Breionsbeild  Castle,  before  tho  two  noblemai  re* 
covered  from  the  astonishment  which  his  Tdie^ 
mence  and  sudden  departure  had  produced. 


382  CHArtER  XX3CI. 

.  He  reached  the  gate  just  as  the  Countess  was 
sitting  down  to  her  early  solitary  dinner.  Her 
Ladyship  saw,  as  he  precipitately  entered,  that  he 
brought  some  important  news,  and  ordering  the 
servants  to  retire  instantly,  rose  from  taUe. 

^^  Yon  daffi>dil,  your  brother,  and  that  corky, 
your  gudeman,  havena  as  muckle  sense  in  baith 
tbdr  bouks  as  your  Leddyship  has  in  your  wee 
finger ;  so  ye  maun  just  come  away  with  me  to 
C3iaatington-hall,^  exclaimed  Andrew,  '^  for  I 
wonldna  be  surprised  to  hear  of  their  coUeaguing 
to  put  you  to  death.^ 

Lady  Simdyford  resinned  her  seat,  and  said, 
^*  What  do  you  mean  ?*" 

'*  What  do  I  mean  l'^  re-echoed  our  hero,  **  that 
ye're  o'er  hmg  here — Tm  no,  however,  in  a  com- 
posure to  tell  you  aU  the  outs  and  ins  of  what  has 
passed.  But  my  Lord  says  yeVe  a  china  flower- 
pot— and  for  that  he'll  no  take  you  back ;  and 
your  willy  wally  of  a  brother  sympathizes  with 
the  gross  nonsense.  Noo,  my  Leddy,  be  what  ye 
are— *come  with  me  to  Lord  Sandyford-— his  heart 
is  yours,  if  he  thought  ye  had  ane  to  give  in  re- 
*"»"     Confound  him  with  your  worth,  and  with 
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that  noble  spirit  that  has  made  you  feel  so  lowly; 
•hine  out  with  a  glorious  acknowledgment  of  past 
errors,  and  I^  lay  my  lugs  the  summer  of  baith 
your  days  is  yet  to  come.'' 

The  Countess  smiled,  imd  said,  ^^  I  perceire 
my  brother  has  given  me  up,  and  that  you  alone 
are  my  friend.  I  will  go  with  you— it  is  an 
atonement  that  I  rsake  for  the  rashness  of  follow- 
ing my  father's  advice ;  and  my  heart  derives  an 
assurance  ftom  your  warmtSi,  that  Lcrd  Sandy- 
ford  will  do  justice  to  my  endeavours  to  recover 
his  affecticm." 

^  That's  a  braw  leAly,  and  yell  get  a  bawbee 
to  buy  an  apj^e  at  the  fair,"  exclaimed  Andrew, 
m  that  sort  of  kindly  admiratiim  with  which  a 
diild  is  praised  for  good  bdiaviour. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 


LOVE  IN  A  PICKEY, 


From  a  sentanent  of  d^ieaey  towards  Ladj 
Sftttdyford,  on  aecount  of  the  feelings  with  wbidi 
she  was  at  the  time  agitated,  our  h^ro  not  only 
dfidined  a  seat  in  hex  carriage,  but  insisted  ^that 
her  juniahk  Abigail,  Floimce,  should  mount  the 
dickey  with  him ;  for  being  driven  by  post-horses, 
it  was  in  consequence  empty,  her  Ladyship  not 
dio(&ing  to  take  any  of  her  father^s  servants  along 
with  her. 

*^  Up,  Mrs  Flounce,^  said  he,  as  she  was  on 
the  point  of  stepping  into  the  carriage  afW  hmr 
mistress ;  ^^  up  aloft — Fm  going  with  you,  and 
we  can  court  there  so  cosily,  who  knows  but  ye 
Toxj  get  a  smart  husband  before  long  ?^ 

Flounce  was  one  of  those  sensitive  maidens. 
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who  nevier  happen  to  be  soited  xBBtat  a  num  wiik. 
oat  thinking  of  a  lovar ;  and  tikt  repKcd,  with  • 
giggle^  as  she  eyed  the  didcejr,  ^^  Don^  be  fbeliib 
—^nH  talk  such  8tu£P  to  me.^ 

In  the  meanwhile  he  had  shut  the  caniage* 
door. 

"  Weel,  weel,'*  sud  Wylie,  "  well  lE^eak  of 
Aat  again ;  but  mount,  my  dawty.^  And  with 
that  he  assisted  her  into  the  didcey,  and  was  sm^ 
Kiediately  at  her  side. 

*'  Flounce,''  said  he,  wtem  diey  ware  seated, 
'^  I  have  long  had  a  great  demiu  to  hae  some 
jdeasant  and  canny  conversation  with  you ;  fnr  I 
hae  a  notion  that  yeVe  a  luss  of  no  Anall  discr&i 
ticm.'' 

The  bosom  of  the  inflammable  Abigail  beat 
quickly,  and  she  repHed,  ^'  I  htg,  Mr  Wyiie,  that 
yell  not  talk  none  of  tiiat  there  mmsense  to  me; 
for  I  can  assure  you,  dr,  that  I  dtm^  Hke  no 
sUch  laridng ;  so  I  beg  youll  be  quiet.'"    - 

'^  E'^'s  ye  like,  Meg  Doris  i''  exclaimed  our 
hero,  glad  c^  Ml  oppottimity  to  end  the  badinage 
which  he  was  te$3fy  at  that  time  »it  in  a  humour 
to  carry  on,  attd  he  ^Qmained  sileut^**Hsalfcy,  as 
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Flounce  thought^  on  acoomlt  of  the  proper  spuit 
di^haddiewn;  but  at  last  she  began  to  £mey,  that 
perhaps  she  had  been  a  Kttle  too  hard-hearth. 

In  the  hurry  and  oceupation  of  ln&  mind,  An^ 
drew  had  entirely  nej^^cted  to  think  of  any  din- 
ner ;  but  now  that  he  was  in  some  degree  relieved 
firom  his  anxiety,  and  driving  as  merrily  along  in 
a  fine  bradng  air,  as  four  post^hcwses  could  bear 
Urn,  Nature,  who  never  fieuls  to  vindicate  any  ne- 
gligence, craved  at  last  her  due  share  of  attention, 
ttid  he  felt  himself  exceedingly  hungry .  Entirely 
forgetting  what  he  had  been  saying  to  Fk>«diee, 
though  it  engaged  h^  most  smous  cc^itatioBs, 
he  again  addressed, her,  with  a  slight  accent  of 
pathos  in  his  voice,  "  Od,  Mrs  Flounce,  but  I 
feel  something  very  queer  about  my  heait.^ 

^^  La  r  cried  the  Abigail,  not  disj^ased  to 
have  the  conversation  renewed — "  How  can  you 
go  for  to  say  such  things,  Mr  WyKe  ?^ 

^^  It^s  as  sure  as  death ;  and  tmless  I  gfet  some- 
tinng  soon  to  cdmfert  me,  I  dinna  think  Fll  be 
aUe.to  stand  out  the  joum^,"^  was  the  nnaffiscted 
re^y ;  to  whiek  he  added,  ghmdng  at  a. basket 
wfaic^  Flounce  held  in  her  lifp»  md  firom  wbkik 
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the  neek  of  a  pint-lx)ttla  jttotruded  from  the  nddst 
pf  tawdry  second-hand  artificial  flowers,  and  knots 
of  ribbon,  *^  What  have  ye  got  in  that  basket  d^ 
Nothing  for  you,^  sidd  she,  with  a  giggle. 
Robbery  P  ex^daimed  he,  in  a  jocidar  tone ; 
but  altogether  unconsciotis  of  what  was  passing  in 
her  boscMDi — ^^  Robbery  is  justifiable,  when  it^s  a 
wodc  of  needcessi^;  so  I  hae  a  great  mind. 
Flounce,  to  see  what  ye  hae  hidden  aneath  thae 
gumflowers."" 

^^  That  you  sha'^nt,  take  my  word  on^^  replied 
Flounce,  with  a  jocund  tartness ;  ^^  so  keep  your 
^tapice,  I  say,  and  not  <^er  for. to  go  such 
lengths  with  me.*^ 

^^  Noo  really.  Flounce,  diis  is  very  cruel  of 
you ;  for  my  heart  b^^  to  fiiil  me,  and  I  would 
be  yasdy  obligated  for  ony  thing  of  a  ocnrc^  na* 
ture  that  ye  can  be^w.^ 

The  tender  diunsel  began  to  feel  her  severi^ 
yielding  to  this  sincere  importunity ;  but  still,  for 
$he  honour  and  dignity  of  the  sex,  she  was  deter- 
mined not  to  be  lightly  won,  and  she  relied, 
"  Mif  Wylie,  I  would  have  you  to  kMW  that  I 
don't  li]^^  any  such  insmiyati.ons.'' 
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^  Vefy  ▼eel,''  cried  Andrew,  laogfaing,  ^  if 
fmx  won't  surrender  at  discretion,  111  tak  you  by 
storm ;''  and  a  stroj^fe  ei^ned,  in  wMch  Flounce 
made  a  most  Amascmisn  resistance. 

Our  hero,  howev^,  was  successful ;  but  instead 
of  seiziiig  her  by  tHe  hands,  and  pres^g  them 
vkh  a  lover's  ardour,  he  took  hold  of  the  basket 
by  the  handle,  and  wrenching  it  from  her  grasp, 
fttmg  her  gi]»floiwerB  away,  and  drew  out  a  cold 
veal-pye,which,with  the  pint-bottle — and  that  con- 
tained cherry Jbran^-<-^Flounce  Imd  provided  for 
her  own  particular  solace. 

FioopK^  at  first  affected  a  Juno-like  in^^na^ 
tion  at  the  rape  of  the  basket ;  while  in  her  se- 
cret bosom  pa^t«feions  of  delight  reconciled  her 
to  the  outsage.  Bi^  as  she  was  declaring  her 
diapkonive  j^  the  monstrous  rudeness,  andeiajcy* 
ing,  at  the  same  moment,  the  sweet  anticipations 
of  soeh  an  ardent  passion,  Andrew  lidd  voracibus 
huds  «i  the  fye^  whk^  ^pnddy  disappeax^ed,  aiid 
he  coiB^tod  its  obseqines  bya  draught  fiom  tiie 
hrtde. 

,^  I'm  a^preat  deal  die  bettor  o'  that,^  said  he, 

as  he  coolly  handed  back  die  basket,which  Fknnice 
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extitomed  $a  she  leceived  it ;  tad  seeing  the  pye 
had  disappeared,  cried^  ^  Cone^  eeme,  Mr  Wylie, 
iMiBe  Iff  yew  tricks  upoR  traveBer».  What  have 
ye«i  dcnrie  with  the  pye  ?^ 

<<  What  hae  I  done  iriH  P-^^-Put  it  to  the  use 
fbr  wlHeh  it  waa  created.  I  hae  ealeii%  and  a 
vfTf  food  e^mnodity  it  ifm.  Th^  spice,  I  trow, 
ii«stM  spereH.'^ 

^  W^,  to  he  sdre^  dik  i§  one  way  of  making 
love,^  said  FloeMco  to  herself. 

^  It  was  a  iB09t  mendful  tMng,^  resumed  our 
hero,  •*  that  ye  broi^t  the  pye  with  you,Fkmnce ; 
for  reaBy  &e  wind  had  so  gaen  about  my  heart, 
that  I  was  growing  fahrt.^ 

The  merited  Abigait  sat  amazed,  and  at  a 
kws  what  to  say  or  do.  Sometimes  she  eyed  her 
companion  disdainliaHy  advance ;  at  others,  she 
koked  into  her  empty  basket,  as  if  to  ascertain 
^  actual  fisappeanmce  of  the  pasty ;  and  anon 
ahe  darted  her  keen  eyes  ferward,  and  etevathg 
her  neck  w^  irrepressiHe  ire;  gave  her  head  two 
or  three  brisk  shakes. 

<*  What  ginrs  ym  snnff  the  wmd  at  tfiat  gait, 
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riouiice?''  said  our  hero.    "  111  buy  you  twa 
bigger  and  beUer  pyes  for^t  ony  day.'". 

But  the  in^ligiiant  w(|itiiig-geiitlew<»iaii  waa 
not  to  be  conciliated  by  any  such  sordid  j^miaes. 
Indeed,  what  woman,  who  believed  herself  an  ob- 
ject of  the  most  tender  solicitude,  could  keep  her 
temper,  on  discovering  that  all  the  eagerness^ 
which,  to  her  fond  fancy,  seemed  so  like  love^  was 
prompted  by  a  base  and  vulgar  appetite,  to  possess 
her  pye  ?  Accordingly,  during  the  remaindeT  of 
the  journey,  she  was  botib  digaified  and  distant  to 
our  hero ;  and  when  he  atten^[»ted  to  roiew  his 
familiarity,  after  his  hunger  had  been  so  efi«c^ 
tually  appeased,  she  repulsed  him  with  indigna* 
tion.  He  was,  however,  rath^  amused  than  dis- 
concerted by  her  scorn,  and  took  ^&y  ways  c^  toiu 
menting  her,  until,  no  longer  able  to  bridle  her 
rage,  she  assailed  him  with  such  a  volley  of  epi- 
thets, that,  by  the  time  they  reached  Chastingw 
tourhall,  they  had  come  to  decided  hostilities^ 
and  she  would  not  permit  him  even  to  assist  her 
to  alight  from  the  dickey ;  the  consequence  of 
which  was,  that  her  foot  slipped,  and  she  came 
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plump  down  upon  the  pavement,  to  the  infinite 
diversion  of  the  post-boys  and  of  the  servants, 
who,  on  hearing  a  carriage  enter  the  court,  had 
come  flocking  irom  all  parts  of  the  mansion. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIII. 


THE  EECONCILIATION. 


Fob  some  time  after  Wylie  had  so  abruptly 
quitted  the  Earl  and  Lord  Riversdale,  they  sat  in 
visible  pe];plexity ;  a  desultory  conversation  was 
maintained,  but  so  broken,  and  with  such  long  in- 
tervals of  silence,  that  it  was  evidently  the  result 
of  constraint ;  and  that  their  minds  were  wander- 
ing to  other  objects  of  dearer  interest. 

At  last  Riversdale  rose  to  go  away,  without  ha- 
ving once  again  alluded  to  the  situation  of  his  sis- 
ter ;  and  he  was  too  much  at  a  loss  to  divine  the 
cause  of  our  heroes  flight  and  absence,  for  he  was 
but  slightly  acquainted  with  his  direct  and  plain- 
dealing  humour  to  express  what  he  felt  at  a  beha- 
viour which  to  him  seemed  at  once  so  extravagant 
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Md  ineii^teiilile.  Not  to  the  tkA ;  the  ides  onoe 
4^r  twice  oecuxred  to  bim  tkit  Andrew  was  gone  to 
bring  the  Countess  bereelf ;  b«t  be  aappiesaed  it, 
in  the  persunsioft  thftt  be  wonU  BOt  venture  to  take 
fo  fftmt  m  liberty.  It^  bowerer,  bad  tbe  dfect  of 
bae^Bg  hka  aka  ulent ;  and  perbape  it  uaeoi^ 
aeioiidy  uiduced  bim  to  request  Riversdale  to  staf 
dinner,  idtbmore  eamestncM  tban  mere  pdUiteiiMB 
re<{Kdred.  Permaded  tbat  Andrew  was  engaged 
0n  some  buoness  connected  witb  tbe  object  of  tbe 
Viacoont^f  visit,  be  was  desirous  tbat  tbe  result 
1&01M  be  ascertained  before  tbey  sepnrated ;  but 
tbe  mingled  fedSjigs  witb  which  be  was  agitated 
prevented  bim  fimn  speaking  on  tbe  subject 

Tbe  forenoon  was  passed  between  them  as  Ibre- 
soons  are  commonly  passed  by  noUemen  in  tbe 
munl^y^  Tbey  eonversed  on  various  topics,  such 
m  ancient  thrones  overturned,  old  diina,  battles 
lost,  the  abolition  of  tbe  German  Empire,  with 
dissertations  on  tbe  prices  of  ]^ctures,  interpersed 
with  moomfiil  eulogiums  on  the  excellent  qualities 
of  deceased  friends,  and  monstrous  good  anecdotes 
o^  the  most  ridiculous  characters  living ;  but  not 
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a  word  arose  with  respect  to  diat  bnsiiiess  whkji 
Iiad  farougbt  the  one  from  Y  ienna ;  and  with  the 
anguish  of  a  secret  poison,  seardied  and  penetra- 
ted  the  very  core  of  the  other'^s  hearts 

The  Earl  conducted  his  brother-in4aw  over  the 
park,  and  shewed  him  the  changes  made  and  con* 
tempLited ;  and  Riversdale,  who  possessed  a  re- 
fined and  el^ant  taste,  si^gested  various  impxrve- 
ments.  Every  thing  between  them  proceeded  in 
the  most  urbane  manner ;  but  ever  and  anon  Lord 
Sand3rford  glanced  his  eye  towards  the  grand  ave- 
nue, and  made  their  walks  wind  among  the  grounds 
immediately  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mansion.  Still 
there  was  no  appearance  of  our  hero ;  and  when 
the  first  dinner  bell  gave  warning  tibat  it  was  time 
to  dress,  they  returned  together,  both  perpl^ied 
and  thoughtM;  insomuch,  that  had  fhey  been 
questioned  as  to  the  topics  of  their  previous  c<m- 
versation,  it  is  probable  that  neither  the  one  or  the 
other  could  have  given  any  rational  answer. 

At  last  the  sound  of  a  carriage  was  heard  to  en- 
ter the  portal ;  and  the  Earl,  who  had  l^  that 
time  met  Riversdale  again  in  the  drawing-rooin. 
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became  pale  and  agitated,  and  immediately  reti- 
red Soon  after,  our  hero  came  in  alone ;  and  ta- 
king a  seat  abruptly  without  speaking,  stretched 
out  his  feet,  and  lying  back  in  the  chair,  seemed 
to  be  gazing  at  the  pictures  on  the  ceiling,  while 
his  eye  was  constantly  turning  with  anxiety  to- 
wards the  door. 

Lord  Riversdale  looked  at  him  with  the  most 
iaitense  curiosity ;  but  a  feding  which  he  could 
not  master  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  spedc- 
ing. 

When  Andrew  had  sat  in  this  state  for  about 
five  minutes,  he  rose  and  moved  with  rapid  and 
disordered  steps  towards  the  door.  In  an  instant, 
however,  he  diecked  himself,  and  walking  calmly 
back  to  his  chair,  folded  his  arms  and  looked 
{^oonuly  on  the  floor. 

Another  five  minutes  passed,  and  he  began  to 
rub  his  hair  with  his  hand,  and  to  beat  with  his 
heel ;  at  last  he  said  to  Lord  Riversdale,  '^  Dog 
on\  but  this  is  dreadfii'.'^ 

A  servant  at  that  moment  happened  to  have  oc- 
casion to  come  into  the  room ;  and  as  he  opened 
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the  door,  Aadxew  iterted  up  anltiisfaed  towmeb 
h ;  bttt  on  teesng  who  it  was,  lie  sbnink  bade,  and 
walldiig  to  one  of  the  irindowv,  letkedhdbind  dke 
cmtsias,  aa  if  to  Idde  the  tasotiein  of  Us  iCa^ 
pobtimitt. 

'^  What  liav«  you  doneP  canad  Lend  Bivesai- 
dale,  alanned  by  his  strange  and  abated 


a 


Made  a  qpon,  or  spoilt  a  hon^^iras  iheter 
pressiFe  reply* 

"  For  the  love  of  Heaven,  ex^ain  yoursdf  f 
esdainied  his  Lordship^  eameistily. 

^  When  my  head^s  round  again  m  its  ri^ 
pwtfl^  Then ;  but  hae  waiicncti  till  iben^^  aa&l 
ma  hero,  faeeoming  stall  more  and  move  agitated. 

/^  I  feoiv*-.-*-^'' reaomicd  BivaaoUe. 

^^  So  do  I,  so  do  I,"^  intenupiled  Ajndrevr,  Tatii. 
mnf  out  fiomfaebind  die  cartfdn ;  fautaH  at'^iee 
checking himsdf, he  added,  calmly,^  Wluit^shatild 
I  fear?  I  hae  done  bat  what  duty  and  honefityie* 
quired  of  me ;  the  issues  ase  in  the  hands  af  F^ 
dense,  aad  they  canxia  be  in  better.  My  liard, 
wef're  Innra  fo<ds  tn  be  hujdng  oorsalvies  at  this  gwt ; 
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I  oiiglttt  to  ]ukf0  »«]r  confidenee  in  both  Lord  «^ 
Ijidy  Siiidy&rd^  Ami  to  ghre  myfldf  up  to  •  pioic 
fiketbiB.'' 

At  these  modb^  ierenl  fadls  voe  ituig  hastily, 
«[id  a  bosde  waa  heard  m  the  galkry,  wUeh  led 
)bothedhmviiig*toaa(t.  IxNidRrrefadaleiDStiiictiTe* 
ly  opOEiad  the  deor,  and  m  bhuse  of  li^^ts  was  seen 
appioaofaiiig.  Andrew  darted  a  hasty  glance  out ; 
and  ottaong  &  shoist  of  giadneas  and  ddight,  nidi- 
ed  into  the  gallery ;  flEsd  in  less  than  a  minute  af- 
tqfVxetiKned,  leading  the  Earl  and  Countess,  with 
aaeh  a  benign  expseadan  of  sadsfactaon  in  his 
conntenance,  that  Lord  Riversdale  often  after- 
vands  declared  he  had  aeTer  seen  any  thing  half 
soaaagBificent,  aad  wondexedhowafiguresoBean, 
and  a  physiggnMay  JO  coauBon,  coold  bear  the  ini. 
paeas  of  so  nrach  dignity.    When  they  readied 
Jljae  middle  of  the  laom,  and  when  the  senrsats, 
who  4>n  bearing  of  thar  Lady^s  aniyal,  attended 
with  lights  to  conduct  her  along  die  gallery,  had 
Tetirad,  Lord  Sand^ovd  said,  in  a  gay  manner, 

wiueh,  howerer,  became  gradually  aenona  and  de- 
wMted,  «  What  a  pity  it  is  that  the  myihdlogv  of 

x2 
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the  poets  is  not  trae  1 1  should  odiemse  this  D^bt 
have  msed  an  altar  to  Merct]ry>  and  instituted 
some  social  festival  in  honour  of  him,  as  Andrew 
Wylie.  Myfina[id9youhavetau^tmeonetfasEig; 
-—when  we  do  an  act  of  kindness,  it  is  the  bene- 
volence of  Heaven  directing  ua  to  achieve  some 
good  for  ourselves.  The  partiality  that  I  from 
the  first  felt  for  you,  and  which  dictated  to  me  that 
interest  I  must  ever  take  in  your  welfare,  was  the 
pure  prompting  of  my  better  angel  to  woric  out, 
through  your  means,  the  restoration  of  myself,  of 
my  happiness,  and  of  this  noble  woman^'s  inborn 
latent  worth.*** 

*^  Weel,  weel,  my  Lord,^  cried  our  hero,  hard- 
ly aide  to  repress  the  tears  of  joy  that  were  start- 
ing  into  his  eyes,  ^^  see  that  it  be  sae,  but  the  less 
that^s  said  about  byganes  the  better;  so,  as  the  din- 
ner beffs  noo  ringing,  wi**  your  leave  to-day,  my 
Lord,  only  to-day.  111  lead  my  Leddy  to  her 
place  at  the  table.*^ 

His  Lordship  instantly  took  the  Countess  by 
the  hand ;  and  with  a  look  of  thanks  that  was  worth 
more  than  a  thousand  pounds  weight  of  gold,  as 
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Andrew  afterwards  said,  presented  her  to  our  hero. 
Lord  Riversdale  followed  them  mechanically ;  for 
the  whole  scene  appeared  to  him  as  something 
which  surpassed  his  comprehension. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 


fatbonag:^. 


Althoxtgh  our  hero,  actuated  by  gratitude 
and  affection,  had  laboured  to  effect  the  reconci- 
liation of  Lord  and  Lady  Sandyford  by  the  most 
direct  means,  and  with  the  most  determined  ener^ 
gy ;  yet  when  the  event  was  accomplished,  it  is 
not  to  be  questioned  that  considerations  less  £s- 
interested  than  those  feelings,  mingled  with  the 
agreeable  reflections  which  naturally  belong  to 
the  success  of  a  benevolent  purpose.     He  could 
not  but  be  sensible,  that  in  their  happiness  he 
had  obtained  a  fiilcrum  for  the  engines  that  were 
to  raise  his  own  fortune ;  and  that  in  all  probability 
he  had  secured  the  patronage  of  the  Marquis  of 
Avonside,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Earl.     Bat  we 

""Id  be  doing  him  injustice,  to  suppose  that  the 
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persoasiai  of  ibii  peoduced  any  diange  in 
eopciiiet  or  demetnonr.  He  had,  as  we  have  early 
mnaawatfld,  fimated  m  his  ottteet  a  plan  of  life,  aand 
to  tittt  ke  adfaeved  vitii  die  constancy  and  tke 
ttd  of  a  cbacacter  endoivcd  vxth  strong  inherent 
fomxB  and  aensifailtdesy  the  yaine  of  irliidi  was 
fblly  appneciated  bodi  by  Lord  and  Lady  Sandy- 
foid,  in  a  oonv^Riatton  intii  Lord  Rivefsdale  one 
movmii^^  after  jAjidrewliad  left  duMtington-liail, 
and  xetomed  to  Xiondon. 

His  T.ior>lHfaip,  on  remarking  upon  his  earnest 
aiiupiiciiy  and  peculiar  kunaurs,  observed,  that 
he  ifaouf^t  it  ms  the  duty  eqaally  of  tke  two  fi^ 
milias  to  nnifte  their  interest  and  infhience  Sor  his 
adFanbement. 

^  I  expect,^  sud  ike  Conntess,  ^<  that  my  fa- 
ther will  ftdi  the  obligation;  but  for  Sandyford 
and  myself  ke  is  our  friend ;  imd  we  shall  never 
jnsok  Ike  greatness  of  his  mind  witk  the  offer  of 
any  favour,  for  we  owe  him  every  diing.  Our 
port  is  to  promote  his  happiness  and  his  honour.'" 
.  Jbid  when,  in  die  course  of  a  few  days  after 
4ns  eoBversation,  the  Maiqids  of  Avonside  came 
(0  congratulate  dliem  an  ^ir  re-union,  die  sub- 
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.jcct  was  renewed,  witii  a  declaration  on  tlie  part 
of  die  Earl,  that,  in  a  peconiary  point  of  view, 
-he  (xmsidered  his  whole  fortone  at  the  dispocni  of 
Wylie^  but  he  added,  knglmigly,  ^^  Pezbaps  if 
you  knew  the  being,  my  Lord,  you  would  duk 
there  was  no  great  generosity  in  my  saying  so, 
.thoi^  I  do  it  with  the  most  perfeet  oncerily.'^ 

^^  Then,^  rej^ed  the  Marquis,  ^^  I  see  what  I 
ou^  to  do^*-I  wiU  takehimiuidermy  own  parti- 
cular patronage,  and  the  first  thing  I  idiall  do  on 
my  return  to  town  will  be  ta  see  him,  and  ascer- 
tain what  he  is  fit  for ;  and  then  the  whcde  weigiit 
of  my  iiilhience  shall  be  exerted  in  his&voiDr*^ 

^^  I  doubt,  my  Lord,^  replied  the  Earl,  some- 
what waggishly,  for  he  did  not  entertain  the  most 
awftd  respect  finr  the  talaats  or  the  ^tiseemment 
of  his  Lordship,  ^^  it  will  not  be  easy  to  ascertain 
what  he  is  fit  fi)rr--4nxt  he  is  aiUe,  I  diink,  fi>r  a 
greater  office  thtm  I  ooiceive  it  is  in  your  Loard- 
sbip^s  power  to  obtfun.^ 

''  Lord  Sandyford,^  said  the  Marquis,  with  a 
manner  that  he  memt  should  be  em]^iiitk, 
>^  you  have  taken  too  little  interest  in  puMic  a£. 
fairs,  to  know  the  extent  of  my  influ^ice  with  his 
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Majesty's  government,  and  you  lean  with  too  dc* 
ctded  a  bias  to  the  Oppositbn,  to  appreciate  the 
sort  of  talent  requisite  for  office*  It  is  not  die 
splendour  of  specnlatiTe  ability  that  we  seek,  but 
^  plodding  industry,  that  never  tires  at  its  task.*^ 
.  ^^  True,''  said  the  Earl,  ^^  I  have  been  some- 
what a  truant  in  my  public  duty ;  but  your  Lord- 
.ship  knows  that  woe  things,  properly  managed, 
the  opinion  of  the  few — and  the  wise  are  always 
ihe  few— ^wauld  ever  predominate.^ 

^^  tjtm  not  snaprised  that  imdi  should  be  the 
.  s^tunent  of  a  regular  opponent  to  his  Migesty^B 
goyenunait ;  but,  my  Lord,  as  our  political  opi- 
nions cw  never  coalesce,  it  is  unnecessary  to  dis- 
.cuss  such  tppics,"^  relied  the  Marquis. 

The  Earl  was  temp^  to  rcgoin,  ^^  Unless  thcxe 
be  a  chaisige  of  ministry  T  but  he  su^^nressed  the 
swr^asm,  and  said  cbeerfoUy,  ^'  Well,  I  commit 
him  to  your  providence,  my  Lord,  and  shall  loi^ 
exceedingly  till  I  know  the  ridi  e£fects.^ 

The  Marquis  of  Avonside,  who  imagined  that 
itt  was  necessary  for  the  safi^  of  the  atate,  that 
he  should  be  always  on  his  post,  soon  titw  dus 
conversatipn  retumed  to  London,  and  immedi- 
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^IbAf  on  Us  amTsl  tent  £aar  #iir  lioro ;  far  kk 
LoxUiip  heU  it  «s  A  maxiiD,  that  caqwditiaa  vas 
the  Aonl  of  bufiUfiSf. 

Tlie  parson  of  Wjlie  ww  nBt  altogeAer  uiw 
knovntedieMiiqiiis;  lieliadseaihimfireqiia:!^ 
\f  at  Lady  Sandyfoid^s  parties;  but  motwith- 
standing,  he  was  a  little  starded  whsu^  be  aav  ao 
mwgnificaiit  a  jboldag  personage  4ater  bis  iibiiixy. 
After  requesting  bim  to  take  a  seat,  and  wben  be 
had  resumed  bis  own  diair  at  tbe  writing-JtaUo^ 
Us  Lmeddiip  said,  in  die  n^oat  oondescending 
manner,-^^^  Both  my  JU»rd  uu^  Lacty  Sandy&rd 
have  recommended  jroa  to  aae  bi  dM  stiM»iig«iit 
manner,  and  Lord  Riyersdale  also  has  eqpreaaed 
the  most  earnest  soficitode  that  I  dmild  use  laxy 
infiuenee  in  yo$ar  behatf.  Desirous  to  gratify  the 
wishes  of  sQidi  dear  relations,  and  to  maaadfesft  my 
own  high  sense  of  your  piudffliee  and  seal,  I  ha¥^ 
a^it  f<»r  you  this  miming,  with  the  view  of  inqui- 
ring in  what  asanner  my  wAxymct  ean  bea^r-iHlee- 
aUe  to  your  intevests.^ 

Andaew  had  some  notion  of  t^  general  dha- 
ractar  of  his  Lordsb^,  and  this  short  speech  ena- 
bled Um  to  understandit  dioroughly. 


^  X  «u  greatly  obligated,*  'was  bia  antwer, 
A>r  andhi  kindtiess ;  bat  I  am  no  aUe  ta  poiiit  xndj 
at  tfaii  pieaent  time,  just  to  say  hov  yoor  Loid- 
diip^B  great  power  and  efficacy  might  be  fierriee- 
able.'* 

'^  I  can  easily  obtain  for  you  a  hicratiye  ap- 
pointment abroad,^  said  tlue  Marqnia. 

^  That  would  be  a  great  thing,^  replied  Aa- 
-dseir;  ^^  but  as  I'm  of  a  learned  profession,  I 
wmM.  fain  go  on  with  it,  rather  than  gang  abroad 
m  a  fitufltion  where  I  might  not  be  able  to  gire 
■artafnctioB,  and  m%fat,  in  oonsequmce,  affinmt 
foar  JjmkMff  and  Aerdby  lose  that  good  opi- 
wm,  -which  IB  of  mair  value  to  me  than  gcMJ^ 

"You  are  a.  very  discreet  young  man,^  said 
the  Man|u]s,  eonci^ted  by  the  address  with 
whidi  dss  iras  said*  "  But  m  your  profession  I 
wusf  hare  it  in  my  power  to  assist  you."^ 

*^  There  eaa  be  no  dosdrt  of  that,  my  Lordl,**^ 
your  LonUbip  has  it  in  your  power  to  be  Ae 
fBaloir  oi  m  man,  whenev^  it  stands  with  your 
asm  pteasure,^  replied  Andrew,  respectiEuBy. 

Tha  Maujois  smiied  hi  the  most  adf-eon^lB- 
cent  manner,  and  with  an  acoent  of  tiie  greatest 
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good  humour,  said,  ^^  Then  I  can  aswure  you, 
Mr  Wylie,  that  I  was  neyer  more  ciUsposed  to 
make  any  man  than  at  this  time^  only  shew  me 
the  way.'' 

This  was  coming  effectually  to  the  point;  and 
Andrew,  aware  of  the  strict  honour  with  which 
his  Lordship  redeemed  his  promises,  said,  ^^  Pm 
sure,  my  Lord,  it  is  not  to  seek  what  I  ought  to 
say  in  the  way  of  thankfiilness,  for  this  great  pa- 
tronage ;  but  for  some  sma'  time  yet,  I  cannot 
wed  see  how  it  may  be  rightly  applied.  Howb- 
ever,  if  yotur  Lordship,  when  I  find  a  fitting  oc- 
casion to  call  for  your  powerM  succour,  would 
be  pleased  to  gie  me  a  bit  lifk  in  the  way  o'  busi- 
ness, m  be  greatly  your  debtor.'' 

"  Not  at  all,  Mr  Wylie,  not  at  all ;  and  I 
must  say  that  your  modesty  and  prudence  in« 
crease  my  desire  to  serve  you,^  replied  the  Mar- 
quis. "  I  will  not,  however,  promise  to  make  you 
my  agent,  whUe  my  old  firiend  Jack  Docquet  Uvea ; 
but  he  is  now  above  seventy,  and  of  an  apoplectic 
corpulency.  However,  you  may  rdy  upon  me, 
mid  whenever  my  interest  and  influence  can  be  of 
use,  freely  command  them." 
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This  interview  our  hero  ever  justly  considered 
as  one  of  the  most  important  ey^its  in  his  life ; 
for  the  Marquis  spoke  of  him  not  only  as  a  pro- 
digy of  jnnidence)  but  possessed  of  the  most  pro- 
mising talents  in  his  profession ;  at  the  same  time 
declaring  his  own  determination  to  patronize  a 
young  man,  who  seemed  destined  to  confer  so 
much  lustre  on  his  country. 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 


BETBOBPECTIO^iS. 


For  a  considerable  tiine  after  the  re-union  of 
Lord  and  Lady  Sandyford,  no  particular  inddent 
occurred  in  the  life  of  our  hero.  He  continued  to 
give  the  same  plodding  attention  to  his  duties  in 
the  office  of  Mr  Vellum ;  but  it  was  remarked  by 
Pierston,  who  was  unacquainted  with  the  import- 
ant service  he  had  rendered  to  his  patron,  that  he 
seemed  to  feel  more  confidence  in  himself,  and  to 
move,  as  it  were,  with  a  freer  spirit  in  the  world,— 
the  unconscious  influence  of  being  sensible  that  he 
had  obtained  pledges  of  foture  prosperity. 

With  his  grandmother  he  continued  in  the 
same  dutiful  correspondence,  through  the  medium 
of  Mr  Tannyhill ;  but  while  he  cheered  her  with 
the  assurance  of  the  sunshine  that  Heaven  conti- 


Biied  ta  tiled  upon  bis  proq)ect8,  he  wrote  with  8 
tenpef ance  aaoA  modemtion  that  ggfe  her  no  rea- 
son to  suppose  he  had  met  tFitb  any  extraordinary 
iastanee  of  good  fortune. 

With  Mr  and  Mrs  Ipsey  he  had  continued 
fioBi  lus  amral  on  the  most  intimate  terms.  The 
retiied  Solkitor  WM  mity  rcfished  bumovr,  but 
iras  himsdf  a  fatonorlst,  and  our  hero  had  tiU 
mcffS'  a  plate  at  hk  Sunday^s  cUniM».  The  old 
gefttfeman  wm  indeed  Ins  cUef  confidante^  and  by 
bis  esperience  enabled  him  to  lay  out  the  proceeds 
0(im  salary  to  the  best  advantage  On  diff<»ent 
occasions,  Andrew  had  insisted  on  repaymg  the 
money  which  was  so  genemnsfy  advanced  for  his 
Oat-fit ;  but  Mr  Ipsey  as  often  rd^ised  it  in  the 
most  decided  manner.  Afler  the  vecoa^liation 
of  Lord  and  Lady  Sandyfsrd,  however,  partly 
with  the  view  of  indireetly  disehargii^  the  debt, 
but  chiefly  to  «Kpf>e8B  the  oUigatkmfl  ihaX  he  felt 
Imnsetf  tmder  fer  the  kindaess  be  had  received 
fttnn  Mr  tpsey,  he  presented  his  Unswoman  with 
a  handsome  piece  of  plate,  and  from  time  to  time  t| 
contiosned  to  make  her  smaB  presents  of  laee^ 
which  he  had  observed  was  iteasl  the  only  avti- 
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de  of  finery  that  dbe  admir^;  but  ladies,  in  ge« 
neral,  whatever  their  stodc  and  tastea  may  be,  toe 
particularly  pleased  with  gifts  of  lace,  espemlly 
Mechlenbu^rgh,  Brussels,  or  Yalenci^Anes,  when  it 
has  been  smuggled  by  the  donors  diemselves. 

By  these  means,  his  diaracter,  widiout  being 
materially  raised  in  die  opinion  of  his  early  finaods^ 
Fas  fully  established  as  a  youi^  man  of  good 
saise,  destiiied  to  acquire  riches.  His  grandmo^ 
iher  and  the  schoohnastar,  on  the  recapl  of  every 
new  letter,  were  the  more  and  niOTe  persuaded  of 
jdus,  and  that  he  would  surpass  idl  th^  btightest 
hopes.  Thia  persuasion,  however,  was  not  fotfnd* 
ed  on  any  thix^  he  said,  but  upon  the  eonstMMgr 
of  success  which  seemed  to  attend  him,  and  idae 
upon  some  imperfect  report  of  the  coso^^y  la, 
which  he  had  been  seen  by  Miss  Mity  and  Mary 
Cunningham  during  dieir  visit  to  London. 

With  respect  to  Miss  Cunnii^ham,  from  the 
time  she  had  returned  Martha  tow  h«^  b^t  8^ 
d<^ ;  and  when  Ae  is^piired  ooeasiondly  tor  Ah- 
^  drew,  it  was  in  a  pditer,  but  fiur  kss  BgfeeMe 
maimer,  than  before  her  visit  to  thir  motrojK^« 
The  old  woman  remarked  the  dMfcraiee  in  apcsdk- 
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iag  of  it  to  the  master,  but  scribed  it  to  anxiety 
OB  her  brotber^g  account,  who,  after  his  removaL 
to  the  Craiglands,  grew  every  day  worse  and 
worse,  inscHouch,  that  towards  the  «id  of  the 
year  his  reoov^  wm  deemed  hopeless. 
.  Mr  TajmyhiU,  who  had  ever  taken  the  warm- 
est  intarest  in  die  desturjr  of  his  pupil,  and  which 
his  situation  as  amaimensis  to  Martha  tended 
to  lbster>  te<^  a  diffior^rt  view  of  die  idteratioii 
in  the  deportmimt  dT  Mary  Ctmnii^ham.  Bemg 
eieoasiimaJly  invited  on  the  Sunday  evenings  to 
dank  tea  with  Miss  Mi^  and  the  Laird,  he  had 
aeqiuired  a  mcne  distinct  knowledge  of  the  sort  of 
dHuiexiOBs  whidi  Andrew  had  fi»:BPied ;  for  he  had 
led  the  conversatkn  c^n  to  the  suliject,  and  it 
Qoeunned  to  him  that  -our  h^ro,  presuming  on  his 
otd  fiunlsaritjr  widi  the  yotmg  lady,  had  perhaps 
too  eagerly  obtruded  himself  on  her  notice,  by 
which  he  had  probaUy  offended  h^  pride,  espe- 
cially a4  hepbs^rved,  that  when  har  aunt  ^oke  of 
bis  behaviour  in  tenns  of  a{^n!ebati<m,  she  some- 
time ^;pres9ed  her  aetonishm^it  at  the  means  by. 
whidh  be  had  mmiaged  to  get  himsdf  introduced 
into  sudb  fiiahiioMble  society. 
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From  an  foxdable  solieitiKte  to  hBO&i  tfay  pie* 
judke  whick  he  Aeugbt  juiverse  to  the  good  opi- 
nion  that  he  hiBftself  eatertamed  c^his  filvoBxitey  he . 
took  every  opportunity  of  speaking  is  the  kindest 
manner  of  the  affi^tions  and  principley  ef  Andrew  ^ 
and  whai  Miss  Cunain^^iaan  once  hqypened  to  say, 
a  little  petulantly 9  ^^  I  wonder^  Mr  Tannyhdtt^. 
what  makes  you  Aink  that  I  care  to  heiir  about; 
the  oddhy  T  he  mfld^  rchafced  hcr^  by  ohaetroigy- 
that  ^<  yev  eamsa,  sfoely,  Migt  Masy^  but  taice  s 
pleasure  to  hear  ei  the  well-doing'  of  a  {Mendt 
bairn  ?  Ye  were  brought  up  in  the  innoceiiee  oC 
diildheod  together,--^e  breathed  die  same  pin» 
halesome  ak^-^bed^ed  in  the  same  sunshiziey^^ 
heard  the  same  bonny  birds  la  the  8fring,^-«iid 
gathered  the  same  sismiaer  floworsy — a''  thbigs 
which  mi^  up  the  ingredients  of  a  duom  that 
the  kindly  heart  would  nevar  part  with.  Its  na 
right  of  you,  Miss  Mary,  to  t^eakso  ligfitly  <if 
Andrew;  for  its  nrjr  notion  hell  be  aciadit  ta  na. 
a^  yet.  Ye  see  your  aunt,  Miss  Mi^,  whoia  a 
most  cKscreet  lady,  thinks  better  cf  &e  poor  lad- 
die,  and  Fm  sure  she  has  had  but  sma^  reason  to 
do  so;  for  ye  canna but  mmd  how  wk»  ^ Ci^^ 
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tun,  that^s  now  bedrid,  and  Andrew,  wer6  callants 
at  my  sehool,  die  dreadfii'*  damage  tbey  did  to  her 
nutuming,  on  account  of  that  queer  pawkie  pyet, 
whilk  was  in  the  use  and  wont  of  stealing  her 
thread-papers.^ 

'**Oh,'''replied  Mary,  hiughingly,  while  a  gentle 
'bhish  tinged  her  neck  and  bosom,  and  heightened 
the  bloom  of  her  face,  ^^  1^11  never  forget  it,  and 
the  sad  hand  poor  Wheelie  made  with  his  task  of 
fifty  psalms  till  I  helped  him.''^ 

'^  13ien,'^  said  the  master,  with  guileless  sim- 
liUctty,  ^^  what  for.  Miss  Mary,  do  ye  so  geek  at 
the  honest  kd's  thriving  ?^ 

"  I  donH  know  why  I  should,"  was  the  answer, 
**^for  I^  sure  it  always  gives  me  pleasure ;  but 
my  aunt  has  taken  it  into  her  head  ihat  he^s  an- 
other Solomon,  and  is  constantly  plaguing  me 
about  paying  him  a  visit  when  he^  Lord  Mayor 
of  London.  ''Tis  surprising  to  hear  what  nonsense 
sendble  people  will  sometimes  tidk,  I  dare  say 
he^s  a  very  kind  and  dutifiil  grandson,  and  in  time 
he  may  return  among  us  like  the  nabobs  from  In- 
dia, with  a  heavy  purse  and  a  broken  constitu- 
tion, and  nobody  in  the  parish  wffl  be  better 
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pleased  to  see  him  than  myself;  but  really^  Mr 
Tannyhill^  I  do  Bot  understand  why  you  riiould 
fancy  that  I  oan  have  any  partiqilar  interest  'tn 
the  JOMtter."" 

^^  I^m  very  glad  to  hear  you  say  so,  ^iigs  Mary,^^ 
repU«d  the  simple  advocate ;  ^^  &t  I  Jbad  a  fear 
'that  maybe  when  ye  met  him  at  thi^  grand  ball  in 
London,  he  had  done  something  that  wasna  just 
suitable  from  Martha  Docken^s  oye  to  the  Laird  of 
Craigland'^s  dochter.*" 

The  blood  instantaneously  overspread  the  face 
of  his  fair  auditor,  and  deepened  her  roses  to  the 
colour  of  the  ruby ;  but  presently  recovenag  h&^ 
self,  she  laughed,  and  said,  ^^  O  dear,  no  !  On  the 
c<mtrary,  he  bdiaved  £eu:  bettor  than  I  could  hare 
^ought,-^!  had  no  idea  that  the  creature  was 
possessed  of  half  so  much  mother-wit.  He  was 
both  bettor  bred,  and  far  more  sensible,  than  any 
other  gentlonan  we  met  there.^ 

But  although  this  conversation,  on  the  wholo^ 
{forded  unqualified  delight  to  the  innoeent  da- 
-minie,  there  was  yet  something  in  the  behaTionr  of 
Miss  Cunningfaam  that  he  could  not  comprehend  ; 
4md  he  set  down  heat  apparent  dislike  to  hear  of 
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Andrews's  prosperity  to  that  jealousy  of  adyentu- 
rous  talent,  which  about  this  time  began  toenter  into 
competition  with  the  entailed  gentility  of  those 
feudal  relics — ^the  west  country  lairds,  not  reflect- 
ing that  single  women  never  think  on  such  a  sub- 
ject,  nor  even  mamed  ones,  when  Aey  have  many 
daughters  to  dispose  of. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 


PARTNERSHIP. 


Ik  the  meaiitiine,  Andrew  was  the  frequent 
guest  of  Lord  and  Lady  Sandyford,  who  conti- 
nued to  reside  at  Chastington-haU ;  and  in  hit 
excursions  from  London,  he  generally  pud  Mor- 
daunt  a  visit,  who  ^ways  renewed  his  wish,  that 
he  would  allow  him  an  opportunity  to  serve  him, 
as  if  the  -unsatisfied  feeliog  of  gratitude  was  be- 
come uneasy. 

**  The  time'^is  coming,"  he  would  as  often  reply ; 
^^  and  whenever  Tm  of  a  l^al  capadty  to  enter 
into  business  on  my  own  account,  I^U  then  make 
bold  to  beg  the  help  of  your  friendship.^ 

The  Earl  and  Countess  made  no  professions 
They  took  up  his  interests  more  earnestly^  for, 
ascribiQg  their  mutual  happiness  entirely  to  his 


.  PABTNEBSHir.  817 

feailesB  and  free  integrity,  they  studied  the  means 
of  promoting  his  fortune,  as  a  more  worthy  and 
delicate  return  than  the  sordid  offerings  of  pecu- 
niary generosity. 

But  a  sudden  event  hrought  into  play  and  ac- 
tion all  the  favourable  dispositions  of  the  firiend- 
shipa  he  had  formed.  Old  Jack  Docquet,  Solici- 
tor to  the  Marquis  of  Avonside,  expired,  as  his 
Lordship  had  anticipated,  of  apoplexy ;  and  with 
that  punctual  respect  to  his  promise,  which  con- 
stituted one  of  the  most  honourable  traits  in  that 
nobleman's  character,  our  hero  was  informed  by 
express  of  the  occurrence ;  and  that  his  Lord- 
ship's manifold  and  complicated  affairs  awaited 
his  acceptance. 

The  habit  of  drolling  with  his  higher  acqUimit- 
ance  made  Andrew  often  indulge  himself  in  the 
same  humour  with  his  master ;  and  accordingly, 
en  going  to  chambers  on  the  morning  in  which  he 
received  this  important  information,  he  asked  per- 
mission to  visit  his  fiiends  at  Chastington-hall, 
and  Mr  Mordaunt ;  at  the  same  time  reques^g 
the  advance  of  a  small  sum  to  account^  for  the 
expences  of  his  journey. 
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Afl  VeUam  mm  writing  out  tke  che^fue.  An* 
drew  said,  ^  I^  danking,  sir,  tbat  maybe  it 
would  be  88  weel,  proyiding  yeu  were  i^reeable^ 
that  we  should  gang  into  partnership  AegitBer.'" 

The  9<dieitor  paused,  as  if  he  had  been  smit- 
ten with  a  sudden  judgment,  as  And^rew  fainiself 
described  it ;  uid  said,  ^^  What  did  jou  say,  Mr 
Wyiie  ?"" 

"  I  was  saying,**  resumed  Andrew,  ^  lihai^inay 
be  it  might  be  as  wdl,  if  you  would  tak  me  into 
partnershiqp.^ 

"  Partnership  r  exelaimed  the  Solicitor;  '*  why 
you  know  nothing  of  business.  You  have  required 
neither  the  requisite  knowledge  of  the  forms,  or 
the  substantial  of  the  law.*" 

^  I  didna  say  any  thii^  about  tl^m.  I  only 
thought  that  if  you  would  take  ihe  in  for  »  piM^ 
ner,  some  good  might  come  out  o^t.^ 

Mr  Vellum  remembered  in  what  w^  Lovd 
Sandyford  had  saddled  hun  with  se^en  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  a-year,  and  did  not  much  Eke 
this  propositi^,  on  the  eve  of  a  vidit  to  his  !Lord- 
ship.  He,  however,  replied,  in  a  calm  and  rea* 
sonable  manner,  "  In  coiHrse  of  time,  Wylie,  ymi 
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BUiy  p^^pB  hove  reasmi  to  expect  an  mterest 
dxmg  trilh  me;  bat  at  present  you  mnst  be  8en^ 
siUe  that  you  are  still  too  young.*^ 

^  Ht  ¥itt^  tef^iei  Andrew,  ^*  wama  mnckle 
older  than  me^  when'  he  was  made  minister  of 
Groat  Britain^  Frsoice,  tmd  IselaBi^ 
.  ^  You  do  not  sinrely  eompareyoiimselfwith  Mr 
Pitt  ?"  exclaimed  Velliun,  petnfied  at  the  remaric. 
V  "  O  dear,  no  !*"  answered  Andrew;  **  I  had 
nae  sic  thought*  He  was  minister  of  lluree  kin^ 
dolns ;  but  I^m  only  wanting  a  bit  sfaaor  or  por- 
tion in  your  business.  Theresa  an>ttnoo  diffinenee 
between  it  and  three  kingdoms,  Mr  VeUumt^ 

The  Solicitor  did  ilot  well  know  what  answer: 
to  make  to  this.  He  was  dnlled  to  thiidt  with 
wlffit  pertunoity  Andrew  adheredto  his  proposal; 
aae^  somswhiit  eagedy,  said,  ^'  Pray,  Mr  Wyli^ 
has  any  body  suggested  diiB  notion  to  you?  I  am^ 
suqorised  how  it  conld  be  mpposed  3rou'were  qua- 
lified sbeaif  to  take  a  part  as  princ^ri  in  my 
business.^ 

"  Ffl  be  teraxplkin  wi'  you^"  rqj^lied  Aakes^ ; 
^^jfnt.aa  plain' and  as  pleasant^  asvyeane  wi- xbi^. 
Nobody  said  awjr  thing,  to  me  on  Ar^lgect,  wm 
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did  I  ask  the  adrioe  of  any  body  ;  but  I  tHonght 
ye  were  youTsel  by  tihi»  time  senflible  o^  tbe  weight 
(^  my  interest.^ 

^^  I  have  had  reason,^  retorted  Vdbnn^  in  an 
acute  tone,  ^^  to  know  thai  weight^^ 

*^  I  thought  BOy"^  replied  our  hero  cooUy ;  '^  and 
I  thought  likewise  you  would  ^^omiider^t.  I  would 
thercfoiebe  vera  glad,  if  ye  would  gie  me  a  short 
answer,  as  to  whether  ye  will,  be  ceont^t  Vith  xne 
as  a  partus,  or  no  P'* 

^'  Some  time  hence,  Mr  WyKe,  I  Aink  Ae- 
cpiestion  may  be  put  with  mcMre  propriety.  At 
present  you  must  be  well  aware,  that  you  are  not. 
ripe  for  what  3rou  propose.'' 

^^  Vm  no  presuming  to  say  that  I  am ;  but,  Mr^ 
Vcflum,  a  man  wT  money  in  his  purse  can  com- 
mand talaits  and  learning,  though  he  hae  neither 
himsel.  There  are  plenty  of  well  learned  able 
young  men,  and  some  auld  ban's  too,  in  our  pno.- 
feAsixni,  whose  help  I  can  get  wT  thankftitaesar— * 
they  being  without  friends." 

This  was  a  toucb  of  policy  beyond  the  utbaost 
conceptions  df  Vellum ;  and  he  said,  inim  accent 
of  evident  alarm,  ^^  You  seem  to  presume  on  tlie 
partiality  which  Lord  Saildyford  has  shewn  you.*" 
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'  " No,''  rq^Ued o*r hero, drily.  " But  I  dbnot' 
aee  wlut  that  baa  to  do  with  our  present  disoourse 
-—which  was  to  know,  if  you  would  take  me  into 
pavtnemlup  P'' 

"  Truly,  Mr  Wylie,''  answerei  the  Solicitor, 
iQod^rating  his  maimer,  ^^  you  coidd  scarcely  ex- 
pect au  immediate  dnswar  to  such  a  propoaitioii.'^ 

^^  I  wasna  expecting  an  immediate  answer.  Far 
be,  it  frae  me,  Mr  Vellum,  to  put  you  into  ony 
disorder  or  agitation  on  the  sulgect ;  for  if  I  get 
^1^,  f^m^t^ibh  wafit'o'  your  good  wiU,  I  am  bide  a 
,wee  fiir,  im  aoswer^  as  to.  the  amount  of  the  ^k^re 
tjiat  ye're  willing  to  give  me.*" 

Vellum,  while  he  Mt  his  lips  with;  vexation, 
oould  not  refrain  &om  smiling  at  this ;  &ad  said, 
wi^  }4s  wonted  wcirld^  off-hand  good  humour, 
"  Well,  well,  I  see  how  it  is,  WyUc ;  we  are  to 
be  partners,  and  I  don't  think  we  shall  quarrel 
^ut  the  terms.^ 

<^  I  diwa  think  so  either,''  rej^ed  Andrew ; 

^^  and  as  an  earnest  d^  I  wasna  c^miag  all  as  a 

cess  upon  you,  a'  wi'  the  rake- and  no  wi!  the 

sbp^el^  I  haersome  reason  to  thiidc  that  I  can  wyse 

.  jou  the  business  oS  Sir  Thomas  Beauchamp  mi 

o2 
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Mr  Mordaunt,  the  wliflk  i«S  hdp  to  make  the 
pot  boil  between  us*  And  the  Marqois  oi  Avtat^ 
side  has  this  imniing  sent  me  void,  that  old  Mr 
Docquet,  his  solicitor,  has  departed  this  life,  «id 
tlMt  his  Lordship^s  cmicemsr,  which  wett  inr  his 
hands,  are  welcome  to  my  acM^Caiice** 

Vellum  laughed,  and  said^  ^*  And  so  wiA  aU 
this  in  store,  you  have  been  slyly  fbding  my 
pulse.  Upon  my  ccmsciettce,  Wylk,  if  yo»  ace 
not  the  most  unfiithomable  being  I  ever  knew. 
However,  to  shew  you  Aat  I  duly  appreciste  ibe 
importance  of  the  clients  timt  you  are.likely  to 
bring  to  us,  I  will  admit  you  at  once  to  a  half  of 
our  mutual  business,  and  the  partnership  shall  be 
dated  from  this  day.^ 

^  A  bargain  be't,^  cried  Andrew,  gaily ;  a«Uk 
ing,  ^^  And  ye  may  depend  on%  Mr  YeQum,  ibat 
the  horse  that  brings  grist  to  die  mill'  t»  a^naefbl 
as  the  water  that  ca^s  the  wheel.  TU  im  trooMe 
you  with  ony  interference  in  the  professioBat  parts 
ef  the  bminess ;  but  TU  ettle  my  best  t»  gttllier 
wark  for  your  head  and  hands.*** 

In  this  way  the  footmg  of  Aadrew  was^  esto- 
Uished  in  the  world ;  and  Vellum,  widi  hi»  elu^ 
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racteristic  promptitude,  then  said,  ^^  A  number  of 
friends  and  clients  are  to  dine  with  me  to-day  at 
Sandyfordp-house,  and  you  must  be  of  the  party, 
when  I  will  announce  the  connection  that  has  been 
formed,  and  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  redound  to 
our  mutual  satiafoetkn^  and  advantage.^ 
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CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

ECONOMY. 

In  Tetundng  home  to  dress  for  dinner,  our 
hero  rafieeled  dutt  it  wovld  be  no  longer  respeot- 
able  in  Mm  to  continue  those  parsimonious  hiribite 
which  he  had  hitherto  maintained,  and  that  ai- 
llKmgh  it  was  stiU  prudent  to  adhere  to  an  e<M>- 
nomical  system,  yet  it  was  not  fit  he  should  con- 
tinue to  present  to  hb  old  firiends  theit  appear- 
ance of  penury,  of  which  he  had  not,  withocH  o)^ 
vious  reasons,  been  accused.  Aecordii^y,  he 
determined  to  sacrifice  to  the  opinion  of  the  world, 
and  aware  of  the  charact^  which  he  poaseseed 
among  his  acquaintances,  he  d^^rmined  to  sur- 
prise them. 

In  one  of  the  obscure  streets  in  the  neigfabmr- 
hood  of  QueenVSquare,  where  he  lodged  in  Vel- 
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lum^spriysle  residence,  he  had  noticed  a  InU  in  the 
window  of  &  large  house,  which  had  evidently 
been  the  abode,  at  one  time,  of  scnoae  eminent 
and  opulent  diaracter,  and  in  going  to  Sancty&id- 
house  to  dinner,  he  walked  to  examine  the  ne- 
glected premises. 

He  found  the  mansion,  witibout  bang  exactly 
(^fashioned,  behind  the  ]^peaent  taste^  but  spa- 
cious  in  the  spsgctmeats,  and  ridily  (Hmamented. 
It  hiid»  in  &ct,  beoEi  erected  and  fitted  up  by  an 
^  bachdor  of  an  eccciBtnc  dkpQi^tiim,  a«d  who 
had  indulged  his  peculiar  humour  in  the  s^Je 
mi  decorations.  Much  of  the  fumiturie  was  ao 
adapted^  bolh  in  form  and  j^Uksc,  to  the  rocNoas, 
ihat  it  partook  of  the  nature  of  fixtures,  and  $b 
tff^  thing  waa  in  exoelknt  oirder,  the  hcfuse^waa 
aea^  JoQT^he  immediate  reception  c^a  tenant. 

Andrefw  was  pleased  with  die  gena^  air  of  ike 
whde,  and  amused  himaelf  widt  the  Burpriae  he 
would  gire  to  hisfiinMb,  by  inviting  them  tomi^ 
a  jiMce;  &x  tibe  terms,  holb  on  account  of  the 
situation,  and  ibt  geaeacal  singularity  of  the  edi- 
fiee^  were  very  Jew^  and  he  determined  at  once  to 
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take  it    Aceoxdingly^  he  went  immeduitely  to 
thehom$^^tigfmtj  and'  setlfad  the  biuiiieaa. 

In  liBi  yrwf  to-  SandyfotA-Iioiiao,.  W  esDeii  alk 
the  ooBfectiomerV  nii»  BupplieA  the  pimini  of  lini 
fitsMenable  ftknds^  t^  aettufe  ft>s  Um  a  wWbla 
houidceeper  and  butler. 

^^  Hey  «[*e  to  be^""  beflaad,  ^^  dw  yeqp  bast  of 
^bcvrkind.  The  irdittiu»iaaiii»beiiiad'ta  »gMw 
tedr  ecommiy,  ba<rtO' Ae  e^ji»  of  Ae  ieal^  teak 
Kea ;  and  <iie  man  is  tobe  a  gamyy  iaidrfloii%edi» 
atatd,  andravderiyoarl)  ^iwh^olirod  ifAk  taadlte^ 
lor.geiMSemen  o^  dingpcim^  aad  pnwhmte.  H^tt 
neeA  a  b^  ladiftie  to  help  him^  buttbH^Fli  iMlliw 
choose  fer  himsri^;  je^hemMjhomtmi^ft^km'fm 
gat  me  fbih  Aat  osn  bo  iMalod^  aadl  rU^pay?  than 
Ao'Sinpa  wage  tlM  ii  paU  i»  tfas  bnthooaoB  V  anA 
yellloa»«ae  tiise  atoutt  fUlm-plgf  AnLasaJb^Taam 
»-pBaety  diia-  day  month  at  dinoBBi^  for  tho'i^Mcb 
you^nvil  mak  a!  fmfaaAmxs  YoU; aae  Hm^^vgaty 
tUag  is  thoiWK^  bast  o^ilff  laid' ;:  inafaert».Afo 
Comity  aaya^aay  in  jmu^mivwtimimg  acooaaite-t)fi 
my  OLady  TUa^  ball,  and  loy  Lord  TiMit'&dis« 
«er,  we  maun  hae  a^  the  delicaeicB  o^  the  saaaonu 
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It's  my  first  dkmer,  lod  I  woiM  bt  flfinrntit  gin  it 
was  nae  past  eDiiiiiiffli--'^liiebit.iini«t  both  be  in 
the  nu*i<y  and  the  goodbuHM.  Aadr&trilyoaaK- 
odiCTlUiigv  Mr  Catnfi^-<--cli»dBiatien#th0ftrstwd 
seckmd  coufse  yell(0€Tve  up«»  Ae  fiMstdunai,  irit^ 
a**  the  requiske  appcBftenancet^  at  A»  best  oxdw. 
For  vte  laaun  Awt  jdense  the  eye^  ani  satisfy  the 
mouA,  befere  we  {day  oay  pnodis ;  butiiitbeliiM 
eoiupse,  and  the  dies^  ye  maun  sheir  yoor  am- 
nin^-'-batth  in  die  iriands  and  Ae  vcnseb.  As 
feri&eealiibles,  I  sayiielltt^^ktidwmeBlj^b&Ae 
rarest aaid the  best;  but  fov*  tbe  vessela,  bim» 
aadib]^  he.,  ye^U  g»  dtrei^i  ali  die.  curiosity 
Bttd  (thina  uliops,  and  piiA  emt  tft&  qoebsestr  and 
^h!«lto0t  sort  of  pknisUbg  dMl?r  pessflde  to  \m 
had*  Ye'E-Berb«y't,lMMi«v^<lbrt&atfivoiddb» 
nsQdtob  $  bst;  faire*  i^  k«  the  seal  he*  vllat  it 

llMee  intOnaufoua  "mm  jsammod.  to>  be  care^ 
ftdly  MHkd;.  aadim  need: Bott  add^  tiiat erdem 
fiir  teeaariiM^  bf  thoee  irheraae  aupfCMwd  iddr  t» 
pay  Ibr tlMm^an  iievec  in  Landsn  adnted  iir.  the 
supply. 
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;  No  siiAite  event,  in  the  hig^  sphere  of  the 
MoiM  €i  fsabkm^  Iiad^  foi^  BMoy  yeiurs,  exited  8o 
mudi  fipeeuhtion,  as. the  idea  of  our.  herolsitdis- 
.ner.  ThegMestftinvijted'aBi^tu^ied.te  twes^Mme, 
and  the  majerity  weve  peirsens  of  the  fixst  xwk 
tmA  ooiwidsration  in  thecomubty,]  aa(ulited»  iv  ge- 
j0ieraly  by  -the  curiosity  <€  the  ^ii|ig(t  sc^ani^^'how- 
eveT)  weicr  iiiAi»ced,hy4hepc96uain(Hiy  idiii(t>  «m- 
der  iAdsdrew's  imii^Uiniy  aad/plaia  e&tm^^il^ 
Jimts  ibr  bvunaess  of  a  high  oider  were  coficf?^Te$tj 
•aAd>aev»»l  wereint^wetediin^^^  affi^i^ycthi^ 
daUght  and  vtiitit  ^  his  cmotis  hiniloiiie^T  x^ 
agreed  in  one  thing,  that  a  dmnerinnn  Wg^ 
asust  of  itsdf  he  somedbing  v^  estyaordinary  ; 
and  that  in  a*  streettwhioh  none  of  their  coaduneai 
or  servantsihadeYer  heard  of ^  tt^coald  not  fiiilio 
affinddian  muah  ammement^  whateviet  'th^^fiure 
night  be^  A  yast  deal  of  talk  was  the  oonae- 
quence,  and  npon  eemparii^  notes^  at  wm  soon 
diicovciod^  iimt  ibt  party  had  beenMlerted  with 
great  sagacity  ;i  insomneh,  thi^  intersBt  begim  to 
bomadelbrja  pUce.  But  <mr  hero  was  liaBaoara- 
Ue ;  none  but  his  elderly  and  most  distingniafai^ 
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ftittidfl  and  acquaiiitaiices  irere  invited,  and 
aaswers  to  tbe  younger  q^tigs  of  nobility  aand  AU 
4hion,  who  were  continually  boring  bim  for  plMM 
at  what  they  caEed  Us  bmefit^  was  unifiNnnly  Ae 
ttme^-^  Stay  till  your  betten  be  aarvH,"^ 

The  affiur  at  last  amounted  to  such  unpeil* 
ance,  that  the  ladies  began  to  lay  diemtelyes  Mt 
frr  invitalicms,  and  a  solemn  9ei«esentatiQB  waa 
vade-to  him.  by  thtee  ^tedieaset,  fi)ur  maitebieku 
esses,  five  countesses,  six  yisoountesses,  and-setren 
banmessta,  besides  the  dao^tere  of  all  erdevt  o£ 
Ae  nobihty,  and  ladyships  o£  mmffic  degree^  wklu 
out  number.  But  to  them  likewise  his  answer 
wae-^^^  Fatmice,  patienco-**<ry=  a*  at  once,  led- 
dies,  and  see  who  wiU  be  first  serv't.'"  This,  how- 
eiier,  had  no  effect,  in  pacifying  ijiem. 

When^et  he  made  bis  a^^pearanceait  a^ypar- 
ty,  up  came  a  flock  (^  matrons,  and  their  godings, 
%ing  with  dieir  fans  in  the  one  hand,  and  their 
trains  in  the  oAer,  to  pester  him  Jor  invitatifltos 
to  his  party.  Among  others,  Ae  Dowager  Lady 
Clackiet  was  the  most  perilous  and  yexatmu  in 
her  unpovtunil^ ;.  ibsvmueh,.  that  ono  n^t  at.  the 
Duchess  of  Dashingwell's  assemUy,  he  took  her 
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LfldpUp  ftside^  and  «>wphii>pd.to  her  in  a  most 
ttconsolate  tcNiey  about  lii«  pbgiie  lie  auffered  im, 
MOOin&t  of  lii»  <biiie». 

•  ^  Is't  no  a  bard  case,  mf  'Leidj,'^  sui  he^ 
^^  that  I  i^euM  be  drivn  to  my  wit»-€nd  by  tiw 
KK»ien,  about  thig  bit  dhack  o^  dinner  ?  Hvery 
body  but  you,  my  Leddy,  just  weanes  me  mtt  o^Ii]f( 
MUM.  Noo,  this  k  ▼«<»  haid^  my  Leddjiv  fitf  ye 
ken  I  haehad  for  some  tone  a  notion  o*  fp^^soff  m 
bA  «Dd  mi^per^  iRvbereaft  yeVe  tO'  do  Ae  hk>90n» 
o'  ihe  Mooting.  I  woiider  how  it  Is  diat  die^ 
i0in»A^^be  paeiied  with  that  expeotation.  B^  am 
^osolvod,  if  they  fesh  aie  ony  mair,  the  deenl:be 
Hdi^  of  ba8  o«  sapp^  they^U  getftae#e,  or  aay 
oAer  civifity,  if  I  hear^  after  this  n%ht,  aaoifaep 
Word  firae  them*  0n  At  sttljeot .  Neo,.  as  I  couffi^ 
der  yoQ)  my  lioddy ,  interested  ia  thi%  yell,  no 
Vbme  me^  if  yfh&  a^  ^siqppointed;  torn  what  I 
woiddds,  -if  tile  women  would  but  behave  tfaem* 
selves,  woidd  be  something,  my  Leddy,  to  be 
f^pehei^  o^  when  yeVe  dead  and  gone.*? 

Her  I^adydyp  was  won ;  and.  tbm  whale  fy, 
msles  of  the  par^  were,  in  die  eouxee  of  a;  few 
annmtes^  ^piieted^  «id  desisled  ftran  their  impoiv 
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tbfl%,  under  an  aawMwiiee  tlMtf  Wylie  wm^  U 
give-  a  xnoirt  inampaTabfe  bafl,  and^  Aalh  Lac^ 
Claridt  was  to'  do  tlie  malroyy  hettoim  on-  itk$ 
6MiiM(mi  Slome  tfaxM^t  tliat  Andrew  kad  not 
madis*  a  tiery  good  ehotce,  but  all  agreed;  llM 
when  it  did  take  place,  the  thing  w^nld  be 


While  diiis  an  iiiidei!>i4ot  waa  werldttg  to  eA«^ 
time  ran  on,  aiid  the  day  and' hoNir  of  the  dinMr 
attiTtsd.  CTanriage  after  carnage  ^ttove  up  to  the 
darkened  front  of  our  heroes  -  antique  manrion ; 
attd  the  moment  tibat  eadi  auceessitre  guest  Btq)« 
pad'  into  the  hall^  he  was  smitt^  mA  a  convief 
tion  that' he  had  fermed  a  false  estimate  of  the 
ftflst*  The  hallv  it  is  tnm,  had  an  air  of  8i3%U«> 
lanAy  in  its  appearanee ;  but  the  footman,  wh# 
gave  admittance,  was  dressed  m-  a  rmnarkably 
handsome  but  plain  lirerj,  and^the  general  eflfect 
cf  the  first  impression  was  ttriUn^  respectahtf 
ti^  genteel. 

€fn  ascending  to  the*  Avawing^room,  some  litde 
eraolien  of  wondement  was  eixciled  by  the  style 
of  the  room.  It  was  splendid,  but  strange — thi^ 
fiffttitffre  was  k  an  odd  ta^te,  and  the  ornaments 
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ifefe  turions ;  but  the  general  eflfect  vas  good, 
imd  ereiy  one  felt  tlmt  he  was  in  b)o  ccaiim<m 
{dace.  Andrew  ireceived  his  goests  with  his  wolfed 
ease ;  bui  none  of  them  wiero  half  so  much  wc^ 
prised,  b(f&k  at  tho  house  a&d  the  ccoopanyy  as 
MrVeBum. 

The  admiration  of  all,  however,  was  the  dinnyect. 
ikVLe.  NiytUngeould  exeeed'die  d^anoe,  an^  at 
the  same  lime,  the  simplieitjr  j^  i^  first  and'  se- 
cond bourse.  The  service  was*  truly  faeautifill,  1^ 
coo&erjr  wsMS'^lieious,  andjihe  wines  ware  inoco^r 
parUde.  London  had  indeed  Ijeea  ransackfid  §^ 
them.  The  whole  world  could  ]^roduce  no  better 
0^  th^  kinds;  and  a  sensaticat  of  wonder  and  asto- 
nishmefttt  made  ihe  guests  lode  atone  another, 
mtterly  msrible<  to  di^e  bjr  whajt  endbantineait 
buch  »palltce  and  baiK|uet  had beenrakeKb        * 

At  the  third  course,  tlie  mirthfid  knav^y  of 
their  host  manifi^ted  Hself;  Sudi  a  congr^aticoi 
"df^anci^t  and  grotesque  china  had.  ne^^r  been 
assembled  on  one  board  together ;  and  peals  of 
laughter  broke  ftrth  as  each  new  curiosity  'wiis  set 
'dbwn. 

<*•  Ay,''  said  our  htero,  enjoying  i3xm  mouse- 
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ment,  *^  ye  ken  I  haeaa  dishes  en«w  o^  ae  uoxf^ 
to  serve  you  «"  tkrough  tilike ;  so  I  thought  tl;i^ 
I  %ouId  make  njs  aeconfing  to  loy  «in  tast^^ 
soinetlmigjiist  as  fine  aind  genteel  ag<;oul4  well  be ; 
imd  ye  see  ha*e  audi  n  ehow,  as  I  an  sure  tbf 
Prince  of  Wales  himsel,  yr¥  all  his  &e^JMlJa^$J 
eiuma  match.^  .         > 

But  die  daxd  eoQrse  mm  oifly  the  tuegniingr^tiiv 
to  the  sun  of  the  desert.  The  pagodas  of  IncfilV 
andlhetenqdes  of  Clmia  and  Japan,  «Bd.ibeinrfE>« 
Auee  ^flU  c&n8tesy«e^Med^toiil«r«.b^«PL  l^;\fPf. 
der  contribtttion.  Ih^  woid^  the  hmw^  the^itpfff^ 
iM^  wines^  and-  4ie  mastei^  were  piw<ww^  w:)||ih 
r^dkled ;  but  ihe  gusto  whidi  pervaded  aU»  was  1^ 
most  racy  thing  in^e  whole  €fla»cern;aiMl  the  do* 
floriptfon  ^cficited  an  in0vdh4^  leiqpepltation  an^^ 
the  lajdies  reapeetiBg  the  baU  aaad  sufq^i; .  ](t  was 
^agreed  among  than  that  it  ought  ^ito  bo  a  ftncy* 
ballr  and  Lady  Clackit  was  authorised  to  repvesant 
the  wishes  of  the  community  of  fashion  on.  ^  sub- 
je^^ 

^  Me  gie  a  fancy4>all,  Leddy  Clackit  T  was 
the  exclamation.  <^  Do  you  think  I  hae  lost>  my 
judgment?  What  would  the  neighbours  say  of  a 
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and  sMAoiiGal  hq^am  ?*r-s^>  mh  JP^Y  X«o^y-T«- 
liflB  ac  ftigiiieg  :ii4'  i»ft.    J  jivit;  4mm  t9  Jgrn  m 

itoUiadJddtoriHi  put  9i^gl)t««Efi«»4  iM  has^R^ 

Qused  to  eome  for  Iwlf-^Msrown,  bre«djaii^-«l)Mi€W 

qpnpgi^-rJBiUci^  fimpy^hi^l  Ir^Hth  Wri^  )L#d# ; 

unless  ye  x»ii  £NMif  otlw  ;bill  ijlk^  mhtl^  I  i^m  UUi 
jQnn-^  ibo:«fii9qowo'  ^  biUAh^jl  IbeJE^oy  hoiifle.'' 

^^TJM»;i£j^  ii^W(»4o'4;,  J  Mi6|ur0  j^ooiiDne  hall 
ar«UHper  sbd  b^^MKA^.HM ;  m4«a  J  Jfiaye  yim 
tounttla't  ^'  ymiT  l(i9m^^  «od  idCHviiip  4be  hmb 
nattMT  yoa'au^."" 

^^  Mr WyJkh  yonba^r^ufiedme  vary  ijB^*" said 
her  Ladyship,  waUdng  away  in  a  huff,  to  dedwa 
apaiuik  dM^hiiW^y.Avai)poa&^«i#M»>  as  sha  called 
hisi* 

Hut  »(sm  ^  ^  4Qore  Jav»w)sg  ^natriOM  ffier^ 


not  taken  in  by  h^  fiport ;  Mpeeiilty  Ms-old 
jpteadiihe  Ducliesg  of  Dashii^ell,  whD^ii^ttt'49 
Mm  imme^ateljr,  and  propo(Md  faemelf  m  ihe 
matAm,  Lady  CladaC  kating  reeogo^  jAtbia 
our  hero  was  fiufly  maicfeed  by  the  momm^'fythf 
»Bhr«r  had  ialendtd^to^  pve  way  eatm^tammcM  At 
all;  andihe  whele,  ftom  fimt  to  last)  was  htiliii 
stratagem io be vdeased from  dieviiMpotftaiMtieab 
The  offiar  of  the  Dudttss  of  Dadmgw&y  hmer^ 
was  am.  hanoiir  of  i^hioh  he  loiew'the  AiB-iiriflufi 
^Bd^did  mit  iiMr  a  imnnent  hMitalie. 

^  Your  Gfaoe,""  aaidhe,  '^  kens  the«eii|iiimN 
imd  that  my  house  is  QO^nsed  to  die  jBecritude  of 
balls  and  routs ;  but  if  you  wiU  hae  a  gathering 
in'*t,  I''m  sure  it  wonldna  become  me  to  refiise. 
But  my  Leddy  Duchess,  111  just  hae  the  fiddler 
that  frightened  diat  weak  woman,  Leddy  Oadd^ 
and  the  penny-py  es,  the  eggs,  and  the  strong  ale-^^ 
that's  what  yell  get."* 

^^  Oh,  it  will  be  delightful  !^  exclmmed  her 
Grace ;  ^^  it  will  be  the  mc^t  unique  thing  ever 
heard  of.  I  wouldn'^t  for  all  the  balk  and  routes 
of  the  season,  lose  such  a  treat.  Do,^pray,  fix 
at  once  about  it !'' 
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**  That  I  leav«  to  your  Grace's  conrenience,^ 
•aid  Andrew ;  ^^  since  ye  will  hae  sic  daffin,  ye 
maun  tive't  yoursel.  I  leave  a^  the  inTitations 
•to  yoa—enly  the  number  maun  be  limited  to  fi£- 
teen  couple,— -in  the  first  instance.^ 
-  The  Duchess  flew  «bout  the  room,  delighted 
^with  her  commission ;  and  every  one  was  anxious 
to  be  placed  on  her  list ;  so  that  when  the  ball 
did  take  place,  it  was  quite  as  extraordinary  of 
its  kind  as  the  dinner.  For  Andrew,  on  consent- 
ing to  enlarge  the  number  of  the  invitations,  re- 
stricted Ae  selection  to  the  gayest  and  most  beau« 
tifiil  of  all  her  Grace^s  acquaintances. 
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CHAPTER  L 


A  FEIEND  IN  KZEIh 


V/HAELEd  !PiEBSTOK,  who  liftd  ior  some  time 
been  setded  in  business  by  his  uncle,  on  bis  own  ac- 
count, called  one  evening  on  our  bero,  and  begged 
the  loan  of  a  thoustod  pounds.  Wylie  was  not 
surprised  at  the  application,  for  various  cirCuQi- 
stances  had  come  to  his  knowledge.  Which  gave 
lum  reason  to  suspect,  that  the  prosperity  of 
Charles  was  deeply  affected  by  i^ome  of  those  po« 
Meal  convulsions,  which  at  that  time  deranged 
the  commercial  relations  of  the  world. 

VOL.  III.  A 
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*'  Charles,^  said  Andrew,  **  I  dinna  refuse  your 
request,  but  it^s  proper  and  fit  that  ye  should  en- 
able me  to  ascertain  if  the  thousand  pounds  can 
be  of  any  real  service ;  therefore  gang  and  bring 
me  your  books,  and  when  I  have  ta^en  a  blink  of 
their  contents.  111  gi^  you  an  answer^^and  I  sin* 
cerely  wish  it  may  be  in  the  shape  of  a  cheque  for 
the  sum  you  want^ 

Pierston  was  not  altogether  perfectly  sadsfied 
with  this  reply,  but  it  was  so  reasonable  that  he 
could  not  object  to  the  proposal,  and  accordingly 
went  for  his  books. 

During  his  absence  WyHe  sent  for  one  of  the 
ablest  accountants,  who,  by  the  time  Charles  re- 
ti^med,  he  had  in  the  house.  He,  did  notajjpn^e  *. 
his  friend  of  this  -i^ircumstance ;  •  on-  the  contrary^ 
the  moment  he.  appeared  with  the  books,  he  took 
them  from  him^  ftnd  said,  ^^  Ye  maun  leave  them 
with  me  till  the  mom,  when  yell  come,  and  ITl 
gie  them  back,  I  hope,  wi**  a  favcHurable  answer.'^ 
Charles  felt  something  like  mortification  at  this 
strict  and  austere  mode  of  proceeding ;  for  h^  cal- 
culated on  the  familiarity  o£  ancient  frien^^bm, . 
and  he  did  n^t  conceive  his  situation  to  be  at  all 
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such  as  that  the  application  for  a  temporary  loan 
should  be  treated  so  particularly^  However,  he 
suppressed  the  slight  feeling  of  resentment,  which 
arose,  as  it  were,  in  anticipation  of  a  refUsfd,  while 
he  suffered  the  sensation  ei  that  chill  and  dis* 
Bgreeable  experience  of  the  true  nature  o£  the 
world,  which  is  commc^ly  t^e  usual  foretaste  of 
nnsfortune. 

When  he  returned  in  the  morning,  Ms  old  fnend 
received  him  with  more'  th^n  ulnial  cordiaHty, 
and  kept  him  for  some  time  in  general  conversa- 
tion.  Fierston  had  di8C£mm«nt  enough  to  pereeive 
that  this  was  but  the  p^elucle  to  a  negative ;  imd 
after  enduring  the  effort,  that  Andrew  was  evi* 
dently  making  to  prepare  him  for  the  decinon  he 
had  obviously  come  to,  he  said  abruptly,  "  But 
have  you  examined  my  books  ?" 

Our  hero  did  not  immediately  reply,  but  looked 
for  some  time  as  if  at  a  loss  fer  an  answer. 

**  I  see  how  it  is,^  resumed  Pierston ;  *^  you 
do  not  think  it  prudent  to  grant  me  the  loan  P^ 

"  I  would  give  you  the  money  ,**  replied  Andrew, 
**  if  it  could  be  of  any  sertice ;  but  your  affiurs 
are  widdy  scattered,  and  although  aU  is  elear  and 
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satisfactoary,  I  am  sure  tliat,  in  the  present  Btate  of 
the  world,  you  cannot  get  the  better  of  your  diffi- 
culties. Charlie,  let  me  gie  you  a  word  of  coun- 
sel,— strive  no  longer  widi*  your'  fortune.^^In  a 
word,  end  yomr  business,  and  go  into  the  Gazette 
As  a  bankrupt.^ 

Charles  became  pale,  his  lips  quivered,  and  a 
momentary  flash  of  indignation  gleamed  from  fait 
eyes. 

^'  Dinna  mistake  me,  Cliarlie,  I  am  speaking  as 
a  £riend-^Your  character  as  a  man  of  business  is 
unblemished,  and  yomr  integrity  stands  clear ;  but 
if  ye  struggle  on,  you  will  be  reduced  to  expedients 
that  will  ruin  both,  and  you  must  break  at  last, 
amidst  a  fearfid  outcry  of  deluded  creditors.'** 

Charles  made  no  reply ;  taking  up  his  books,  he 
immediately  retired,  and  Wylie  made  no  attempt 
to  appease  the  feelings  with  which  he  was  evident- 
ly troubled.  But  as  soon  as  Pierston  had  left  the 
house,  he  went  directly  to  the  Marquis  of  Av<m- 
side.  "  My  Lord,^  said  he,  "  I''m  come  to  ask  a 
small  £avour  of  your  Lordship— a  friend  of  mine 
has  five  thousand  pounds  to  lend  at  conunon  inte- 
re^,  and  I  have  been  thinking,  as  your  Lordship 
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uriU  in  a  maimer  be  obligated  to  takeon  something 
against  the  expences  of  the  ensumg  general  elec- 
tion, .this  is  an  opportunity  to  get  the  money  at  an 
easy  rate,  the  which,  in  my  opinicm,  your  Lord- 
ship should  not  neglect.**^ 

The  Marcfuis  bestowed  Eberal  commendations 
oix  the  forethought  of  his  agent,  and  readily  agreed 
to  take  the  money.  Some  fight  imd  humorous 
conrersation  Aen  Ibllowed,  and  after  a  reasonable 
tune,  Andrew  rose  to  go^  away.  In  moving,  how- 
ever, across  the  floor,  he  paused  suddenly,  and 
said,  "  My  Lord  Marquis,  there's  «  sma*  mat- 
ter in  which  I  would  be  greatly  oHiged  to  your 
Lordship. — Sometimes,  among  my  firiends,  there 
are  young*  lads  to  be  provided  for,  and  it  would 
really  be  a  thing  of  a  convemenee  to  me,  if  your 
Lordship  could  get  a  recommendaticm  put  down 
in  the- minister's  books,  for  a  post  under  the  go- 
i;«mment  at  home  or  abroad,  the  same  to  stand  at 
my  disposal  Tm  no  particular  as  to  what  it  may 
be<-HMily  I  wouW^like  it  was  something  good,  and 
WiAy  to  be  soon  forthcomiiigi^ 

The  Marquis  smiled,  «nd  cheerfully  promised, 
saying,  ^  I  have  sonj^mes  ihought,  Wylie,  that 
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you  hitTe  ns^taroeAjik^inltnmi  ef  yow  fiiends  so 
vdl  taACcouB* 49.yoa.D0%]^  do;  i^  tlicgtftip> 
as  tliU  isr^Ii^fiist  fy^^mty^fx  hnre^eyei^^isciviilpl 
of  me^  I  miwt  try  to  4a  ^  beei  I  cfn^^a^eoa^y 
an  you  have  asked  for  no  partio9lN?>a|i^i]ltPWiti^^ 
<^  ^Iiat^a  y^ts^Jm^.^  ymr  Xi<^!fiUbiB>'^  arcpHed 

jMidrew ;  ^^  ai4  7f«<  ^l^iMi}  rpifeyoi^ 

flaw  uponr  ajpy  imwoiihy'pbjwit.'^  -  i    :    -  j 

Tlie  iaiae  er^ivg^  omr  beio  iiee^rfd  »  iMibe 
frona  the  ^MMpiMy  ]o£Mmii|g'him^tibiit  tM.Bim«i~ 
^r,  in  the  House  of  IxMrda^  had  ptondaa^  jimAe 
nominatiou  to  a  secretaiyship  ia  I&di%  whiph<iias'' 
to  be  se<(Hi  Ta^^^^d,.  Cb^rka  fieis^m  i^aammD- 
diatety  aettt  ftvk 

<«  Wed,  Charlie,^  said  AudvevF^  -aa^jj^ittwd 
the  room,  ^^  hftve  ^(lou  )refl«cted  oa  vli^  J  sloAlo 
you  in  th0  moiaah^  ?^    . 

jCharks  i^ef^M  -thai  her  had,  aod.tbfttdw  una 
eactBemely  du^anes^^  ai|d<fHnipl^sed^  .  *t<w 

^^  rm  wiMi  %.^t^  .fl^m,''  smd  Audxww >j^hiit 

hetterJ£fin/tto«ir8t.atrap^Qe^  Thjinhf^etLiMaJiteit 

I  have  couiiselled,^&c  I  ct&k  B^p^fiay  4hitf;  fla^old 

T  to  youTrperplexilj^,;  4^1^19^  iiith  a  tatnat;  Alrac- 

ter,  ia  thQ  v^^be^  thpij^  tha^  ^m  hippm«^'  j  t< 
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iHhby^^lhig!^,  and  vaeiflAted  between  dmme  tatA 
TeflekUabiH  Andh^,  h<yweTer,  without  fftnng  htfli 
^  sBgktest  iikthtifttiiMi  <yf  wliat'  had  taken  piaoe 
%et#eeft  himself  and  the  Marquifl,  had  l9ie  sftlis** 
"foetidn  to  see,  before  they  pairted  fbr  Hke  night, 
%lttila' teHdenej*  towards  Us  «pinioii  had  begmi  to 
takeplaeeinthemtndof  Piecstoii.  H^ineonse^ 
ipiaMe,  Td&ained  §tom  m^i^  him  ftrther,  lea>> 
▼mg  the  bias  to  wozIe  ont  its  omn-^Rktr  and  m 
Ae  eoarse  of  a  few'dajrs  after,  he  had  the  isatSsfte- 
tioft  toreedTo  a  note  fiom  Charles,  infiirmittg  him 
tbaC^  saraiMbit  was  in  run  toittnigj^eany  l(mger, 
he  submitted' to  what  really  appeared  to' be  ^Uit 

>  Thte{>rQi£feneeofl]tisstepwassoott^ret(^nusedby 
thecreditoriBofFierston;  andixirthrdiorteErtpossi- 
faie  cooise  of  htw,  as  a  testimony  of  tb«rrespect  fer 
hosmaidiness  and'honi»ty,Aey  granted  MrnHnxm- 
.an^tiotiscBscharge.  Chaiiesbtoughtit  to  Andrew, 
ih  s(»ne  hope  that  perhaps  he  .would  then  be  in- 
doced  to  lend  him  the  sum  he  had  formerly  sofi- 
eited^  to  assist  him  to  begin  the  world  anew  i  but 
after  looking*  at  tfar^oemnent  cai«fidly,'he  sdd 
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asly,  ^^  Charlie,  I'm  Teiy  wdl  pleased  ta  see 
this,  but  I  have  a  partieulai:  occaMon  ta  gang  c/at 
jost  now,  snd  ye  maim  excuse  my  leaving  you*'** 

'The  heart  of  Charles  swelled  widiin  his  bosom^ 
and  he  turned  aside,  unable  tq  speiik^  while  hi#^ 
firiend  hastily*  quitted  thei  room.  '  There  was  per- 
haps some  degree  g£  cruelty  in  this  proceeding : 
for  our  hero  having  obtnined  the  npmii^tionto 
the  Indian  aj^intment,  might  have  tpld  bim  of 
that  circumstance ;,  but  h»  rec(dlected  alw4^8  the 
old  proverb,  that  many  things  hai9>en.  between  the 
cup  and  the  lip,  and  did  not  feel  himself  justified 
to  ^comrage  any  hope  which  might,  be  finistrated. 
He,  however,  on  leaving  the  house,  went  to  the 
Marquis,  and  did  not  quit  hia  Lordahij),  uptil  he 
had  got  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  Charles 
confirmed.  The  urgency  with  which  he  h^d  pur- 
sued this  object  struck  his  Lordship,  and  he  ral-p 
lied  Wylie  with  all  the  wit  of  which  he  was  masr 
ter,  on  the  supposed,  profit^  ^d  ^vantage  ^erive4 
from  the  job.. 

**  What  your  Lordship  says  is  vtiy  true,^  rch 
plied  Andrew.  ^^  FU  no  deny  that  it  has  been  % 
yood  wind-M ;.  but  the  public,  or  Tm  m^rta'en,^ 
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wUl  hae  no  reMon  ta  oeiBplain ;  for  Mr  Pierston 
is  a  man  both  ci  parts  and  principles.  Indeed, 
had  I  no  been  fully  persuaded  of  this,  it  would 
ne^er  have  entered  my  head  to  solieit  the  power- 
ful hel^  of  your  Lordship^s  hand  in  his  behalf.** 
We  shall  not  att^nrpt  to  describe  what  atisued, 
when  Wylie  informed  his  old  companion  of  his 
iq^p(»ntment,  as  die  sequel 'will  shew  the  feelings 
with  which  Pierston  ever  afterwards  cherished  the 
remembrance  of  the  'dMSgpstioii  thus  conferred. 


^•       J  ^    t  . 
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■^    .  •    ■  ■  -  ^.«  ^  ^ 

procurod  the  appoiRtneiit  for  Fienton,  ieceiv«d  a 
confidential  Gommiimc«tk>n  from  one  of  Ms  mi- 
msterial  friends,  relatiipe  to  the  dissohUaon  of 
ParliABient,  by  which  his  Lordship  was  indneed 
to  send  immediately  £o^  our  hero,  ^  hk  jsoBcitor, 
toeonsalt  him  with  respect  to  the  managaonU  of 
the  borouf^  of  Bidfert,  in  which  his  Losdship^s 
ii^uence  was  expected  to  be  keenly  contested. 
The  noUe  Marqais  was  one  of  the  most  disterest- 
ed  supporters  of  his  M^esty^s  sencants,  as  loi^ 
as  they  enjoyed  theeonfidence  of  their  royal  uaa-^ 
ter ,  and,  perhaps,  correctly  speaking,  he  could 
not  therefore  be  considered  as  n  party  maa^  His 


pidilic  oondtuA  b^ig  r^f^atedby  wluit  migbi  be 
called  the  hazeditary  politics  of  his  &niily)  he  had 
not  f(Nind  it  profitable ;  indeed^  to  do  him  justioey 
he  did  not  regard  personal  aggrandizemeiit  as  at 
all  a  legitimate  object  even  of  his  courtly  patriot* 
ian.  On  the^Qontrary,  his.  estates  wete  mudi  eik» 
tambcred.  by.  the  consequences  of  his  endeavours 
to  piaasac?e  ^i|Ht  pioKtkai  inqportanoe  whi^ 
oestois  hadahrays  €S\|oyed.  ia  the  jBtate,  and  winch 
vaaJBerezdly  maiaeed  by  the  vising  inftu^iee  of 
oflier  more  laleiri:ed.or  weabtfaifir  fiumlies; 

But Boito  laeddte- .utith  Mid\  matters,  wln<^  at. 
present  do  imt.lie  exactly  in  our  way,  ofv  bsvo^ 
jm  reaching  the  residence. ef  the  Mavqiiis,  &tmd 
^ibl^ogddMp^dimevwhoyaflKraAqrtpidiminftTy 
iosiiMrsatiicm.  jrdatiFe  to  the  lilgect  in 'vi^ 
iineiii:^(ements for  aneic  niortgage,  to  ^Diable  him 
^cuay  oa  ^  election,;  S8id»  ^^ JSiow  I  thiafc  of 
it^WylM;  whydcm'tyoagetiniotheJEbii^a?  I 
voidd^.sottagm  myinflueneeiii^£id£irtto.you 
as  ^anyiman  I  know  ^noi  tiiat  I  think  yra  qpa^. 
M^^lojmEi^any  %nrft  ih  ddiiate>  but  there  is  a 
firealidcjd  o£  wjfirtt  ^and  <whiiritte^  btttjpfftgi  iit 
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which  you  are  eminently  fitted  to  take  an  able  Bondf 
an  effectual  part.  IwidxyouwouMdimkaf  thia^ 
and  if  you  are  disposed  to  close  vith  the  affior^yoa 
sbidl  have  my  interest  for  kss  than  aigr  othm 
candidate.^ 

The  preposition  did  not  meet  an  m^tepared 
■niid.  Exemttheitime  that  awt  hero  found  he  had 
risen  to  his  natural  levdi  in  sodety^  the  ambkkin 
to  become  a  Member  of  Parfiament  had  several 
times  stirred  in  his  foncy.  He  had  actually  fi»m<^ 
ed  the  design  of  sounding  his  LcMdship  on  the  wab* 
jact ;  nevertheless^  hia  diaracteri^  prudence  did 
not  aUow  him  to  give  a  v&ank  answer. 

^<  Tm  sure,""  said  he,  '<  &at  Fm  greatly  oUiigod 
to  you,  my  Lord ;  and  what  ye-pn^N^se  is  »  very 
fidendly  turn ;  but  iH^ita  from  my  hand  to  tdoe  « 
part  in  the  {peat  council  d*  die  nation ; — no  diaa 
X  Aink  there  are. not  bits  o*  jobbies  about  die 
House  wherdn^  a  bodievliko  me  m^t  mess  and 
mell  as  wed  as  anither.  But,  my  Lord,  ye  kum 
tint  jmr  interest  needs  to  be  inippnrtnil  fh  oigh 
tbick  and  thin ;  and  that  Vm  radier  iadin^  to 
follow  ibepolijiacso^si^neblt  final-  tl^  Sarl^ywqr 
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MKm-hw;.  vbo  is,  m  ywar  IjoidstSp  ll^n  lang 
comfiaineiy  a  dure  lumd  wift  tibeWb^s.^ 

The  Marquis  was  a  Kttle  perpl^ced  with  this 
aaswor ;  b  waa  not  a  segative,  nor  was  it  an  aa^ 
sent ;  but  inoplied  something  like  an  overture  to- 
wards negociatioii.  His  Lordship,  however,  .widi- 
oat  committfaoig  fannsd^  replied,  ^Of  course,  Mr 
WyUe^  I  should  eacpect  that  in  aD  public  mea^ 
sines  you  woul^jdmde  with  my  ministmal  friends; 
but  Ldkouldneyerthinkof  tying  you  up  on  ques- 
tions of  speculative  policy,  except  on  ¥aiitameii^ 
ary  Qefinrm  and  Catholie  Emancipation.  These 
are  fixed  paints^  and  against  these,  your  vote,  b^ 
wlnaoeverakuster,  I  would haM pltedged.* 

•  f  ^  Aiicnt  tfaem,  my  Loid^  ye  need  be  wider 
noapptvlieiision;  finr  it^sftatebe  e^peotit,  as  a 
tkmg  in  the  cmme  a^hatitfe,  that  I  would,  in  the 
first  place,  past  wi**  tho^stocd  that  supiported  me^ 
aody  m^tbe  aeaond,  my^onsdence-win-nev^  con<» 
sent  liiat  I  shoidd  be  art  or  part,  ta  \xhkg  in  the 
lAoie^'  Babylon  among  us,  nding  on  the  beast 
seven  haada  and  ten  hor^  Buti^twoiAl 
Lotdsfa^  exptcly  if  it  was  pt^^osed  to^ 
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^jmae^  cGp  tfaelrillg«o^liu(l£itgoo8e  the  epMt* 
oopaliifti  eBtabBshment  f^ 
;  ^  How  Pxariedhis  T^nriMnp)  mieiTgr.  .^^Touch 
diedmurdi^  Mr  Wylile  b*Mj^te.jtm  in  etti7iett?««» 

dbu?ch.  No,  gude  &irp&  pc^  Eifci^ftg.  miiiHng 
^\ ony  AC  fll^pcrjcbltdtai :iM»lliejdbr^ ;. I  but 
piU.tlMtBlBgl^  Y«y  o\&liypedijaifi9f<»  inndu 
i^^f  iniiOYAlioii  attdi«bDge,.it'c:iio  MapoteiMe 
thmarnnn  o"  jibecabajo'  Afe:ttM«i»H-4i{^teLdie 
ilitfgtiim^.aiidwIigfcl.ywlH  tilnPitoAnow  iB»  whe- 

would  :f3|Mat  moiitt  T4bb  £)t  ifpholiMag.tihe  whole 
iHft  o^*  the  ttteUidiiiittitiB  ittfltaiEidtat  pitieiit';  or 

AlpcnfMto  o£.  thorn.  tQ'ibe.sMtejiyr.iQi  Ae  lundliirij 
Hwi  y«jiir  L<)Kdfluii  i»)idd:ptato      / 

im^^liM w; «ftA <piis8doiiii^<x)inec8i.:  In 
Atb^wmQ  9l  Ae  ymtotrnBigP,  it:  would  ,be:hfi|p». 
tM;.  V^.wdookdid^,  wei^^die.i^eioflcto  he 


V  "^  I  iHii  f^nbtiM^^ 

»o  lie  .m^^  MMnA^ft^:  tjhtf  JMe^^  Pm^ 
mfii, ftviiiy ]^ m^hm^  no  Iim4, no  ttke  « p^tw 
likiftjtf  tbHMtoi^tc^tiiiflQl^     lbiM(»  give  tbeia 

<  The> W^ivQuii^iwEM.ptzib^i^ eouldtmt  see 
the  drift  of  ourhero^i^  ebaot^Hilioiifl/  • 

toUo  lo  be  d^t(^ftpr  soffit  ilwle^jret  ^only  it^was 
iMfQiiaxji  thAfe  li^fJMvujicl  :iM9oiarta»i  ir^  wm  the 
bearing  o^  your  Lordl^iq^'^  »tiidt«ii  mskQvMMlA. 
<i\iid  jiiMi;  dM  J  :«to[^  ^dacvtmcti  your  I^rd- 

4Mi^ii^  ^rrCiilidic  JEmmfifilMm  u  alMdht^ttH.  il' 
4iQ;(9iei^tt  o£Cht}]iA  S^^QlMQP,(i9i9qfe&  oo^  i^ 

come  to  tbe  point  i^ut  the  borough.  "Whf^f 

to,oMMm4&fy'y»lrf]^fd€^4|lKt^ll^Qk'Mdol^ 
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^Tfae  Ktayqui^  -wUiced  a  li^ile>  Mi  tteijpUiiiifedd  of 
tbis  hmgu^^Mt  hecoukliiotvefifidtill^miMiling^^ 
»^  Why,''  said  he^  *^  i#  jtwi  conie>iii  fi»r  <me  rf  my 
^Ofie  lK)rougb8,  you  slUkU  b«f  e  H^^du^^tho^idattd 
•fivQ  him^ed ;!  will  give  il^iioiio  me  efee  fcHT  Im6 
than  four  dioiifiand ;  and  thid^d  b  a  ree^yt  tn^&m 
importation  that  will  give  me  evck  iboi^  birt  he 
n  a  tdloBg  feAoir,  anil  f  like  ail  nrf  ffi^d^  to 
work  well  and  say  noltoig;^ 

^<  Reltlly  thaiV  a  great  temptation,  my  Lotd ; 
^m4 1  think  we  mi^li^  e<fttte  to  a  ooncteskm,  if  yoitt 
Lordsliip  would  jdstgai^4i^wee  thouglit  ikjee,  to 
let  nqrcottsd^iicie^ha^roomto^p  oai^iil^diitattd 
ia  when  it'^s  a  sttiugbt  ea^e.^ 

^  tJpoii.  tha^  head,"^  repfied  the  Mkrqm,  ^^  we 
slnll  not  dififer^  Idare  Wf  ^-^ou  are^ vseeufUe 
mm,  aMt  IwottM^tnttt  as  ibudli  to  yottr  dteCM- 
tion  in  politi«a,  a»^  mj  gendemanVtbat  I  faaip^ 
pe&  to  knowv  But  the  giov«mm^t  muilt  be  ^bo^ 
ported^"" 

<«  MyL^  :^:¥(mfkAer^B&ieixt  heto,.widi  great 
eerioiifitiesa  ^  mitms^  ^^  laiy  Lerd  A^imMet,  I 
trust  and  hi^' iliait  ne^^iattiai  can  pcAsanie  ^ 


tuq>ect  iiM  I  would  not  support  the  govern- 
-ment?" 

"  I  b^  jTDur  pardon,  Mr  WyKte,*  replied  his 
L<nrdsfa3p;  ^^  I  never  called  in  question  the  sotkiid- 
ness  of  your  prindplea ;  and  I  think  the  propofti- 
tioh  which  I  have  made  to  bring  you  into  PaiM^ 
meiit,  is  a  prodf  of  the  respect  nf  v^ucl(  i  hold 
them."'  ^ 

^^  Fm  sure  your  Lordship  has  nb  r^won  to 
think  otiberwise  of  my  politics^  than  as  tfadse  <^  a 
man  endeavouring  throughout  life  to  act  an  honest 
part  V  and^  dierefore,  I^  only  grieved,  wbfaing, 
aa  I  do^  to  avail  mysel  o**  yoitr  LordsUip^s  kbd 
Oiflfer,  that,  you  should  think  of  requiring  £tom  mie 
any  pledge  or  promise  as  to  the  way  I  shatt  vote^; 
for  thatV  a  vera  great  incpediment  to  my  accept- 
ing the  favour  your  Lordship  widbe^  to  dp  ineJ^ 

**  To  be  plain  with  you,  WyKe,  I  do  nbt  if- 
quiire  ahy  thing  more  from  you  than  ftpm  tliose 
other  gentlemen  whom  I  send  into  Parliament  ]|t 
h  a  liecessary  preliminary  Aatdie  undeiistanding 
on  which  I  lend  them  my:  interest,,  dioiil^  be  dear 
^nd  explicit.""  "'.  '  -  t 
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^^  KaOidcmb*  !^4l]Eat4  tliie  nmi^dioiiM  be 
gulady  paid)  and  the  nature  o^  tbe  b»rgaiii  per- 

Jii9^t]»a«i  cana^^  to  Im  ebiflflA.afaiiifeany'olMingt^iji 

^.yoitiTluii  JM  ^*    Ye  knev:  wliat  myjpKuunplea 
jacc^  inyXord:;  an^  ^mtccif  a)i9iieii48lvp'tdiiclr/I 

canna  express  my  pride  o\  ye  would  send  tne  into 
f  Pm^ttHtentrfor  five  Ksoubred'^minds  less  tlian  ony 
ridn^  bedy'^^-fiuit/t^ouiid  to  your  )Leiddi%^^  minb- 
rtemi  fidkenife  inaT  debates.  Ndo,  my  Loid,  if  yell 
,pab$&at  to  letmegangiiiL&ee,  m  stand  the  con- 
jttai  in  Bid&erl  at  b^  own  expkioe^  viiatc^  the 
•jQ66tffliay:foe^  the  whidkmH  Jbe  both  h^noamble  lx» 
;y0UT  Lordsh^i  andme.^ 

;   ^^  Ycatai^astumgejOMirtaly^^wdhisLoid^ 

lauf^iing;;  ^  and.  I  cannot Jbnt  agree  to  your  pro- 
-posaL.  Lhope,  nevertiMdeBs,  you  wiH  not  disap- 
rpoihtiny  confidcniQe  ^in  your  ministerbl  pmci- 

ples." 

^^  I  trust  .y0i]r.Lior4Bbipia  ministcfridr Mttids 
•:wS&  ttO.|pe  mq  ony  cai^  to  mak  your  L<»rdBfaq> 

rue  the  bargain.^ 


TATgtOtmi. 
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Suchirei^  the  pfeliminaTtes  tliat  led  to  our  he- 
roes return  to  Parliament.  But  there  weee  certain 
circuaifttanoes  connected  vith  his  dbction  too  im- 
portant to  foe  omitted ;  eqpedally  as  Minerva,  in 
the  shape  of  the  (M  gipsy  woman,  fiM^tated  his 
return,  perhaps}  with  more  cffbollhan  some  of  the 
more  consequential  and  ost^isilde  agents. 
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AN  ELECTION. 


Soon  after  Andrew  had  publicly  announced  hi» 
intention  to  stand  for  Bidfort,  the  grateful  gipsies 
made  ihm  i^pearanee  befiire  his  house,  and  the 
old  woman  clidmed  admission. 

<<  Weel,  lucky,^  said  our  hero^  as  the  footman 
shewed  her  in,  ^^  whar  are  ye  come  fixnn,  and 
whaf  s  your  wilt  wi*  me  noo  ?^ 

^^  I  have  come  to  thank  you  agf^,  and  to  serve 
you,  for  the  kindness  you  have  done  to  me  and 
mine,^  replied  the  gipsy  respectfully. 

^^  Na,  na,  honest  woman,  ye  canna  hide  here. 
I  hae  nae  need  of  your  servitude — I  hae  o^er 
m<my  in  the  house  abeady,"^  was  the  answer* 

At  which  the  old  woman  smiled,^  and  said,  ^*  I 
come  not,  sir,  to  ask  to  share  your  &e  or  four 
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fire ;  but  to  oKer  vbat  ddll  I  lunne  to  help  your 
fortunes.'"  And  she  lodced  at  hun  some  time, with  a . 
queerandslj  expression  of  curiosity;  and  then  seat- 
ing herself  unbidden  in  a  chair,  opposite  to  whete 
he  was  £tting,  said,  ^^  You  have  hests  in  hand  that  - 
I  may  fiirther.    Try  my  art.    Seek  you  to  stand 
in  presence  of  the  King  P  Would  you  tfariye  in 
some  fair  lady^s  love^  P  There  we  paths  throu^  . 
the  thicket  that  the  gipsies  know~-trust  my  gui« 
daaec^'^  '  <-  .-'  >  ' 

Whffli  the  old  woman  had  made  this  t^der  of  ^ 
her  services,  she  sat  for  some  time  silent ;  and' 
Wylie,  meditating  finr  two  or  ^ee»mititite0  on 
whait  she  had  said,  dKBuddbeseed  her  to  the'  fal- 
lowing ^fect  >*^  in  teUyou  what,  gudewifi»»  y^> 
mauna  try  to  cast  yoirr  ^hmmet  o'er  me.    Ye 
hare  heard  that  I^  a  candidate  fbr  BidA»n^  so 
n^ie  o'  your  slights  to  heguile  tbe  with  teke  ^ 
herpes.'*'  "     '^ 

The  old  woman  made  no  reply  for  some  time 
toPthis ;  but  sat  in  evident  cogitation;  and  once 
or  twicfe  Hfted  the  forefinger  of  her  left  hand'  svA-  ^ 
denly  to  her  Kps,  as  if  actiiated  by  some  i^uifek 
intamal  impulse.  She  iShen  raised  herself  erecdyi  • 


ntipii  taiaY^aod  .to^fltnsoiitrlilie  imecE^offfaatts^ 

to  bi??^  . 

^^  Orange  4uid  true  Mue,  to  ^  enne ;  tfae  Pio^ 
tiliMiliii9reildm^9.ia&d?tiit  ifonoipena&  sueds* 


siHn*^  •  •  '  -  '  -^ 


sa^jttg^ai  /woid,  left>llbe  roMki  ^BefiheimilJitte 
oQuld  MMhPep  ,)ttfl  ismptm^  Ishb  *im«  ioiit  tit  ibr 
8ti;eet-dj»0».  The  8eit«Bti9,  ^ba  %o1^aer¥td  her 
hwnry  «wiiy,  nm^up  to  s^r.thitf  AeTilKid  stden 
nodu^g^  mi  were  Bonte  tiin^  hql  ansireriiag:  tli^ 
master'^s  bell,  who  xting  to  order  her  some  refresh- 
me&t.  -  lU 

.  ^Eheit9^  jof  the  ^g^fmn  who  wixe  ImgoJisg  for 
Apr  meestftas  in  the  n^i^bhouni^g  ^steeets^  w 
8o#n«s  d^  made  h^  ii]q^|B)nr«Boey  ndlied  aiomid 
h^;  UmI  a^^^aftfrthey  Atense  aet  0St»  Bldfort. 


L 


^jLt  the  entrance- «iftl|e;ip^m)  kta  fape'eoBUlzy 
lane  leading  to  the  «onmfiQn>  ^h^  pUched-^iear,^ 
camp  <  under  a  hedge  ;  and  while  the  nentntvelr 
I^  die  bcvepii^^  the  gfandfiithtirrwifeh  ^  wheel 
to  sharpen  knives  and  razors,  and  hispen-wkh 
audiUe^Hcqfiosals  -to  make^bonirflpoQi^  4ib»  eld 
woman  vent  firgmluMi^e  to;ji^iBe,  toseetf  i^ 
ui|iM^jhad  iny.ol^cUwLa'toeb^  or ']ru0b4M»t- 
tomed  chairs  to  mend.  The  yoimg  woman  b^fged^ 
wjth  her  infimt  ;^4ind  the^hoyandiirc^in^iwidi  a  i 
basket  filled  with^  pedlar  trtuxqpery,  plied  about  the . 
madket-place.     This .  basket  they  bad  pnrdiaiBe^ 
on  their  way  from.  ^Unxdon;'  and  the  rp^inc^pd 
aiftides.  which  it  contained  ccmsisted  of  small  knota  , 
<^  orange  and  Uue;  ribbon^  anfd  stay-bpes  made  of 
t^iated  tiq^  of  the  same  nolo^rs.     Upon  this 
deviee  thejgniite&d  gipsies  had  expended  %  consi^ 
deiabletpartof  the  miopey  wlueb had  bttmgiyen  . 
them  <m  the  day  ,<^  trial,  and  wUch  they  had  till 
this  time  carefully  preserved. 

Theipp^ bfty^wi^tgreat  anjmeas  a^d meny 
rcigpery,  «o  reeiHrnmnded  tbeirroraiugeand  tme* 
b^  rh»v#-Jk3iptB.  ,iu)d  ti^nk^tS"  to  the-femalea  jn^ 
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they  waf«  &ooa  di^posedof.  Wh^wror  fai&grtodito- 
ther  fiaw  mytf^em^ma  hoose, slie^  aiseumed  her 
mystical' lobkdj  and  said,  ^^  Orange  betokens  gold^ ' 
axyi  Idue  «  trtte  heart ;  the  UennBg  of  both  be 
upon  you.'' 

For  two  or  thr^  days,  in  this  manner,  ihey  * 
seemed  to  be  plyii^g  th^  wonted  Vocations  $  aiul ' 
when  an  oppcni^ty  presented  itsdi^  each  of  die 
party  recotnmended  the  otiber  as  a  ddUiil  fortune- 
tdDbr ;  ^  the  preference,  hoir^ver,  was  always  given 
to  the  i^e  and  experience  of  the  ancestress,  who, 
to  all  her  customers,  predicted  great  riches,  and 
h(mour,  and  happy  days,  from  a  ^^  little  man  fiom 
out  the  nortli, '  with  smooA  iround  dlieeks^  and: 
small  eyes,  clothed  in  dratige  and  Uue.*^  TFhe 
consequence  of  which  was,  that  every  maideti 
looked  liorth^ard  in  her  dreams  for  a  lover  of  this 
description ;  and  the  ijftiagiimiaon  (^  every  dne  in 
the  town  was  uncons<»ously  tinctured  with  an  af- 
fection for  ideas  of  orange  And  blue* 

At  l^t,  the  pred^tarmined  diss^tbn  of  Par- 
liament, alter  all  the  fiiends  of  the  ministers  had  * 
got  the  «ttot  of  their  adversaries.  Was  disclosed  to 

the  public.     The  highways  resounded  with  cha- 

a 
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iiots^  snd^  horsemen  ?  and  4lie  {nd^lkMiDttsefi  in 
vT^ery  bcmm^  beeame  tiie  henuMiug^iwea  ^^ 
triotisiB,  •t^ibe'  iinnediflle  4)eiiefi^of  <tiieexcMe, 

tferive8'ii^%ioa[e^ate«d¥antoge'fvom  ^^gcnebrd 
election.  ^ 

Our  hero  and  his  friends  having  the  ministerial 
advantage  of  starting  before  the  patriotic  nabob 
who  opposed  him,  entered  the  borough  in  a  ba- 
roudhe  and  four,  all  mspeMy  decorated  idtfa  large 
knots  of  orange  and  blue,  and  he  required  no  he- 
rald to  prodaim  him.  The  gipsy^s  prediction  had 
already  disclosed  him  in  vision ;  every  eye  at  once 
recognized  him,  and  he  was  received  with  univer- 
sal acclamations,  in  which  scnnething  even  like 
a  sentiment  of  superstitious  reverence  was  min« 
gled;  insomuch,  that  when  the  nabob  arrived, 
the  whole  town  was  lUce  a.  bed  of  summer  flowers, 
all  orange  and  blue ;  and  ^*  the  little  man  from 
out  the  north^  was,  although  cm  the  ministerial 
interest,  so  deddedly  the  popular  favourite,  that 
his  rival  at  once  gave  up  the  contest,  and  retired 
from  thefidkL 

TQL»1II.  B  -     * 
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The  gipsies,  immediately  after  the  new  menir 
.ber  had  been  chaired,  presented  themselves  at  his 
inn ;  and  the  old  woman,  with  triumph  and  exult- 
ation, explained  to  him,  in  her  wild  way,  the  mch 
taphysical  aid  which  she  had  ffY&i  to  him  in  tbe 
election. 


» ' 
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CHAPTER  IV, 


A  noTAL  m&siDmftx. 


*•  OoE  hero  was  perfettly  «ware,  tliathy  his  po- 
litnbid  coniiexioii  with-  t^e  Mai^qlds  df  Avonidde, 
it  vouid  be  nedessaiy  for  him  to  appear  early  at 
Court ;  indl^  the  Marquis,  immediately  on  his 
f  etitttf  iA  ]f  arik^fteiit)  ^intimated  lus  mueU,  and  that 
he*  wofiili^  ymsetf  introdtice  him  to  the  King. 

Curiinity  held  a  very^firubobdmate^  station  in  the 
mond  of  Wylie ;  and  it  so  happened,  that  it  had 
n^r  pifompted  Kim  to  seek  a  sight  of  majesty. 
Though  movmgin  the  higher  drdes  of  fashion* 
able  life,  it  oo«dd  not  Wsaad  that  he  had  even  ae*^ 
qoaie^  taay  hi6w\efigeoi  the  private  imd  personal 
duiiact€9r  of  George  the  Third.'  The  retbement 
ofi  th^  Royal  'Family  to  Windsor^  had^  indeed, 
kadiateA  liie  ^Ktng,  im  'Mme  degree,  a'  stranger 
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to  his  people ;  and,  except  on  public  occasions, 
levees,  and  drawing-brooms,  his  Majesty  was  rarely 
seen  by  them,  but  on  the  Sunday  evenings  on  the 
terrace  of  the  Castle. 

Experience  had  taught  Wylie,  that  some  pre- 
vious acquaintance  with  ^  peculiarities  and  cha- 
racteristics of  persons  whom  he  had  occasion  to 
know,  was  of  great  consequa^^  fo  a  successfiil 
issue  of  whatever  he  might  have  to  do  with  them, 
taA  an  introducttcm  «t  Courts  i^  g«^€»Ni%:€i098i- 
fiered  merely  as  a  e^xUHM^iMtl^/v^it^.Jbm'W  teslni 
IQ  which  he  r^htly  aittuched  JWf^  imp(ffla9oei 
He  had  been  raised  to  UuQ;  rank  in  life;iviAch 
nude  it, ,in  Bosm  degiMio^  iodiyei^wHgft.wd.  it 
was  not  now  bq^nd  themnge  i^.^atiii^ifitfifmhsi^ 
bUities,  that  he  mighit  me^dajg  te  litwaght.  into 
actual  intercourse  with  his  so^er^gih;  {tjjffis^ 
tborefore,  in  Us  opinion,  requif&te  duit'^  slumld 
be  able  so  to  conduct  himself  at^ifehe  Sx9k  inies- 
xkm^  aa  JEK>t  to  leave  my  awkwuid  oru^fiurmti^ 
iU^  is^ression*  But  to  acc^osipU^h.  ihi/i  xe^dom^ 
0^^  Addxees  and j^wbnise^  wA  it  i^M  Ajowttite 
0o  delicate,  eyttt  Sot  the  xxiunfldi  ot.Mmititif  ; 
tot  its  olgect  and  puxpoie  jCOuU.mtiie 
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mtboutdivi^iigflDane  of  tfaoie  nebulous  and  tay- 
ddip$iAag  guess^  witli  respect  to  the  chances  of 
the  future-^those  xereries  of  ambition  which  are 
seldom  of  a  fi«m  so  definite  as  to  bear  discassion. 
The  Earl  of  Satidyfiird  was  the  only  <me  of  his 
frienflb  on  whose  ju^ment,  in  a  matter  of  this 
sort^  he  woidd  hare  {daced  any  reliance ;  but  aU 
though  he  jusdy  admired  his  Lordship^  acute 
perception^  and  delicacy  of  tact,  he  yet  so  dreads 
ed  his  raillery,  that  he  was  deterred  from  con*' 
sidta^'Ium;  and  thorefiire,  after  weighing  the 
sobfect  well  in  his  own  mind,  he  resolved  to  go: 
seeredy  id  Wihdsar,  and  galher  on  the  spot  9» 
much  infiirmatioti.  as  possible,  about  the  habits^ 
the  nuumers,  and  true  character  of  the  King. 

Aoeordingly,  at  the  hour  when  the  Windsor 
afternoon  coadi  usually  leaves  the  White  Horse 
Cellar  m  ^PiccadiHy,  he  was  thore,  and  took  his. 
place  in  a  comer,  shrinking  froin  observation, 
lest  any  friend  should  accidentally  pass,  and  ques* 
tion  him  respecting  his  excursion,-^  thmg,  hf 
the  way,  that  has  happily  rather  gone  out  of  fa- 
shion/ Only  country  friends  or  Edinburgh  ad«. 
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Tocates  in  iown  on  appeal  cases,  evest  think  c£ 
either  asking  or  wondering  what  their  acquaint- 
ance can  be  doing  in  stage-coaches.     ' 

In  this  journey  our  senator  met  with  no  adven- 
ture,  although  three  Eton  boys,  that  wereahready 
playing  at  swells  on  the  outside,  once  or  twice  at* 
tempted  to  quiz  him.  He  was,  howeyer^  theb^. 
match,  aiid  by  the  end  of  the  journey  iJiey  were 
become  jocose  and  &miliar  acquaintance.  He 
learnt  from  diem  that  the  Castle  Tarem  was  one 
of  the  best  inns  in  Windsor  ;.andon^  of  the  bojs 
said,  ^^  that  if  be  had  no  partioubr  objection^  thegF 
would  caU  on  him  next  day,,  and.  help  him  to  as-* 
certain  what  sort  oi  wine  was  in.  the  cellar.^ 

"  I  can  hae  no  olgecfion^"  rqpHed  he^  dyly^ 
"  to  receive  any  civility  at  your  haiE^;  and  if 
yeVe  disposed  to  treat  me  to  abdbtk  o^  the  bett 
o%  111  e'en  make  an  endeavour  to  do  justice  ta 
your  kindness.*"  ,  -    : 

And  with  this  they  parted.  The  cubs  were 
left  at  their  darnels  door,  wliere  tbeir  fiigs  were  in 
obsequious  attendance  to  receive  their  great  coats, 
and  to  do  their  bests  with  an  obedience  as  impli^ 
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at  m  tkat  mth  which  Aiid  served  Profpero, 
widle  our  hero,  driTen  over  the  bridge,  and  up 
the  hill,  was  set  down  at  the  Castle  Taveni. 
'.  After  taking  t^  in  the  coflBse-room,  which  he 
cKd  expresdy  for  die  purpose  of  asking  questions 
at;the  waiter  relative  to  the  kcaUties,  he  went  to 
wspect  the  environs  of  ihe  royal  resMienoe,  and 
to  see  with  what  sort  of  external  parade  the  actual 
abode  of  royalty  was  invested.  His  ideas  on  thia 
subject  were  either  not  very  clear,  or  vary  enxK 
neous ;  for  he  was  chilled,  we  might  almost  say 
vired,  l^  the  monastic  silence  which  lingered  in 
the  wBi^  and  courts,  excqpt  where  the  footfidls 
of  the  sentinds  were  heard,*  as  the  soldiers  them- 
sdives,  sympalJiiadng  widi^the  presidii^  genius  of 
die  place,  performed  their  brief  and  narrow  dr- 
cuks  before  the  different  entrances,  without  ex- 
changing a  sentence;  or  where  two  or  three  of  the 
small  band  of  stone-cutters,  einpbyed  in  repairing 
the  dilapidations  of  the  towers  and  cornices,  were 
h0ard  chipiMng  at  their  tasks  in  equal  solemnity. 
He  had  expected  to  see  steeds  prandng  and  co- 
lours flying,  and  to  hear  drums  beating  and  trum- 
pets sounding,  amidst  the  flourish,  bustle,  and 
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pi^fMstry^  irbkJfc  be  Ited  mppoMLi  eumiui  ta> 
die  pabce  aiiiiicoittt  lof  {«it  aUi«iidnim|^itj^  mor 
narchy^  But  aa  eMsxae/'flinqpMcit^  vdigmfiad 
only  l3y  the«iKC|]aMNa»o0«J)f(imi^1li^ 
il  wias  S86afdiKted9  eiwry^irikewpiiti^^  TB6 
buoad  and  gptggoi»  fckb  of  dwaaoytliitturfaidlott 
l3ie  round  loieer^sfcti;  p^mpoudjrjoidbdowlj'flettt^ 
od  <ni  the  fflumnor  lwtetr4#  ibaiMiftiii^  sw%  wa* 
tiie  only  Aikabk  emgfBL\  if  fggwnfe«>Tl»ed^Btyi 
tliat  metir  hit  yieww!; 

It  iirasitea  laic^m  tIie/CTeiiiag?ith<mrTtil  iieeiiie 
apattixmito^  hil  be  feaeb^ed  tartdo^flO'«irlgr^M  dNi 
mofinng,  jioti  hotPeirar,':irith  tfafta alightriii  mlciw 

vhiditheyaroadoraed^ijoriio  Hrtotioliie.toadEU 
tionacy  Mioad^  #f  jthe.soi^mitHi  ii|pi»isiled  to^hoin 
them*  Hi»'OlgaeliMt»toAddi«Bshimad£^to'aeB^ 
one  cf  the  domeslLefli^  ia  theeoncseef  piimi^ 
tfaKough  the  diffarem  halk  and  duwfibarfl^  And  sot 
to  kad  into  a  convenalMii  that  might  tflDlafale  fakft; 
to  extract  some  authentae  infonBatkmrzeflpeotiii^ 
the  real  ot^iect  of  fais'  visit.  Hk.kqiikiea  thati 
n^it  ^ere,  thare&re,  ehiefiy  *  r^aording  the  times; 
s^  modea  of  obtaining^  admission  into  the.aparw 
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menis^.and  irhoi,  where,  md  how,  he  could  see 
the  royal  famOy  to  most  advasitage. 

His  walk  round  the  Castle,  and  his  inquiries 
of  the  persons  he  incictentaUy  met  with,  filled  up 
his  time  till  it  was  dsA,  and  he  had  no  Shake- 
qperian  recollections  to  allure  him  into  the. Park 
when  the  moon  ros&  On  die  contrary,  a  most 
prosaic  bdief,  diat  if  he  continued  lingering  there 
much,  h^ond  omxSitSf^b^iBg  thie,  he  might  rnieet 
witib  nocturnal  questioners  more' substantial  tfaan 
fionesy  and  ({oite  as  misehieTotis  as  isbi^e  who 
played  mttk  ptaiik8t>n  Sfar  Jbhn  Falstaff,  kditeed 
lust  to  retito  >  eofly  to  the  inn,  hy  which  he  lost 
the  beiMiti&l  xmA  '  roaftaiiiie  effisct  of  the  view  of 
Or  CaatliB  hf  moonUi^t^-^  Hew  iriacb  every  one 
mba.  baa  tbe.diq^HMt"taate-fef  the  picturesque, 
oaf^-ikaAut  to  go  aibroad  nor  to  die  withoui 
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r  ♦ 

WINDSOR  pare; 

.  -    -         k  ^  , 

Br  sunrise  on  tlie  9an<&y  moraiilg' Wylie  WM 
brushing  the  early  dew^  the  lit^  Park,  to  Us$/e 
thefreshness  of  dieihonung  gah;^  as  he  hlnitdf 
better  expressed  it,'  to  tidce  a  snnff  ei  caSer.  tir 
on  the  brow  of  the  hiU. ".  But  bealdifiil  ex^imBt 
was  not  his  only  reason  ftxrhetngwo  soon  abroad ; 
it  occurred  to  him  in  the  watches  ot  tlie  nigftt^ 
that  as  his  Ms^esty  was^atn  ^eari^  iker/the  Kouse- 
faold  too  would  of  course  be  stirring  wilb  the  cb^ ; « 
and  that  $ome  of  them  might  be  more  readily  met 
with  at  that  time  than  later  in  the  morning.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  kept  a  sharp  look  out  on  all  sides 
he  strolled  through  the  Park,  but  he  saw  only  a 
litary  laundress,  with  a  basket  of  linen  on  her  head^ 
going  to  the  town,  and  three  or  four  lumpish  coun- 
try boys  that  came  whistling  along  the  footpath 
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fiom  Datchet,  in  t^ieir  dod  dboes,  with  white  cot^ 
ton  stockings,  and  the  knees  of  their  new  velvet- 
een breeches  shewn  in  front  beneath  clean  smock- 
frocks;  the  tails  of  which,  behind,  were  tucked  up 
to  shew  their  Sunday  coats. 

Somewhat  disappointed,  but  thinking  he  was 
still  too  early  for  the  inmates  of  a  palade,  he  pro- 
longed his  walk  towards  the  meadows ;  and  in 
stepping  over  a  style,  he  saw,  dose  before  him,  a 
stout  and  taU  dderly  man,  in  a  plain  blue  coat, 
with  scarlet  cufis  and  collar,  which  at  first  hetook 
fin*  a  livery.  There  was  something,  however,  in 
tibe  air  of  ibe  wearer,  whidi  convinced  him  that 
he  could  not  be  a  servant ;  and  an  ivory-headed 
cane,  virled.with  gold,  which  he  carried  in  a  sort 
of  neglqpsnt  poking  manner,  led  him  to  condude 
that  he  was  either  an  old  officer,  or  one  of  the 
Poor  Knights  (^Windsor ;  for  he  had  added  to  his 
learning,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  evening, 
a  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  this  appendage  to 
the  noUe  Order  of  the  Garter.  ^^  This,'' said  the 
embiyo  courtier  to  himself,  ^'  isgust  the  vera  things 
that  I  hae  been  seeking.   FU  mak  up  to  this  de-^ 


cettt  eiKrl ;  fmr  iia#  4tMk  i^^wtVL^iafemtiAikM^ 
about  liie  Sing,^  atid^kcr«t^ped  devdy  fsrtidLr 
Kit  before  he  had-Wi^cttnoed  masy.  pacm^ -AroioL 
gendeman  turned  round,  and  seeing  u  BtraagCT;c 
stopped;  andldokingatiiini&rtiira^lliieese^ 
cobds,  mA  to  himtoetf,  loUd  eiimi|^,  lioiivcsreE^^ita 
be  hsnatd^  ^*  StMulge Biaa>»<dbit\ikncwhiM->*"daDL!fe 
know  him  C  ttsdlibett  he  paused  tiUoiwheno  iMd. 
come  up,       ^ 

^  Gnde  dirf^  ^"^  said  Wylie  »  heaf^poaok 
ed ;  '^  yeVe  eady  a^'«n'  -die  SaUbailh  sbomiag .^ 
but  Tm  thinking  hit'  M^eetjr,  honest  mas,  seta 
you  a^  here  an  ezam|de  of  sobriety  and  early  vU 
dng.** 

'^  Scotduaan^  eh  P  sakL'tfae*  old  gantkniaii/^ 
^^  fine  morning,  fi&e>nioninig)  sir^-weallierwHBK^ 
er  here  than  with  you  F  Whatpartof  Scotland  do. 
you  cooe  ftoanf  How  do  you  Itise  Windaari? 
Come  to  see  tl»B  King,  jeh  P^  and  loudlif  he  madb 
the  echoes lingwithhis  kn^itcv^ 

The  senator  was  a  Uttle;at  tf  loas'whidi  tputB- 
tion  to  answer' flnt;  btftdeti|^ited  widt  Aehaaaiji 
freedom  of  the'sahrtatiim,  joculady  said,  ^^  It'^s  no 


myio  ttttrwisr  so Imniytfrn^timm^X^  0x^96%  Vak 
i£ytn^m  ol^sct  to  diemelfaody  X  waidd  aay  thit 

of  Ajar;?        ... 

^^  AIi^slura4>f Ayr  !<*'iHi^fip€^ooiiiit]r  tli^^ 
finally  .thegct'j»i:  flMngglang  tmm  jsmoBg.  7011^ 
eh  ?— 'No  excusemen  shootiBg  Loe^  now  ?«*^ad 
game^  ilttdi  ^ancii)  >  foor.l^ird  SgliiMMai  Jmd  a 
true  'taste.  £br  agticidture  ^  the.  coumy,  I  h&te 
Ittard^  onrealnm.initthc^^StiUi  iaofpoYing^-^Noh 
lUng  Ekens^-tTlMr  icar ,  necda  ja^-^**^om'  is  our 
idngKiksr tfiellfe^!<*9{^filat^  ;iiptll  ia.IrelaBiA 

The  humour  of  this  saUy  tidded  our  hero  as 
/«dk:ift  Ae  andbQv  of %i^  and  they  bath  laughed 
tiunisd^vBfl  later  gres^eriiMAnai^^  ,> 


J- 


^WeU;  hut^  w^?  said  Andrew^  ^^  as  rm.onif 
astamger  lnao^ lirouUlibe  to askyoiMi^estiflii 
or  two  about  the  Kiug^  just  aa  U^  wbal  sort  of  a 
man  he  reidily  ia;:;&ir  we  caa  pla^e.  no  sort  of  de- 
f«ndenoft  eniiemqpap^is  or  fafstory  bodes,  in  matr 
tcEs  ancnt  iinlem  add  nai:  of  govenuBcnt^ 

''  What  I  likeSbrHobcri  WalpoIe--«iot  brieve 
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li]stoiy?<--*SootdimeiiYer7cantiaai^^  Baitheold 
gentleman  uMed,  tin  a  graver  aecenl^  ^^  The  Sji^ 
is  not  so  good  as  some  say  to  iiim  he  is;  nor  is  he 
so  bad  as  others  say  of  him.  But  I  know  diat  he 
*has  eonscientiondy  endeavoured  to  do  his  duty^ 
and  the  beirt  mtm  can  do  ne  nun%  be  their  tro^ta 
high-er  lofm^ 

'^  That^  I  believe^  we  a^  in  general  think ;  even 
the  blacknebs  never  dispute  his  honesty,  thongli 
4hey  undervalne  his  talents.  Bnt  what  I  wish 
to  know  and*  understiiftd,  is  no  wi^  r^axd  to  Ins 
Jdngly  fa«mltte9,  but  as  to  his  ftmiliaF  ways  aad 
behaviour— the  things  in  which  he  is  like  the  gd^ 
nerality  of  the  wodid.^ 

^^  Ha  !^  sflSd  the  sttanger,  briakfy,  xelapsing  in- 
to his  wonted  fireedom,  ^'  very  particular,  vevy 
particular,  indeed.  What  reason,  fiiehd,  haveyou 
to  be  so  particidar  ?-^Must  have  some  ?— -People 
nenner  so  without  veason.^ 

r  "  Surdy,  sir,  it's  a  very  natural  curiosity  for  « 
Mlgect  to  inquire  what  sort  of  aman  the  Sovere^a 
is,  whdin  he  has  sworn'  to  honour  and  obey,  and 
te  bear  tme-dl^iance  with  hand  and  heart.'' 
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.'  ««>1r^Mf;  imiy  tirue^"*^  endiintcd  1^  old  gentle* 
man*— ^  Smt  Temarik-i-C<»9ie'im  bosiiieM  to  Kig« 
land  ?— What  business  P"" 

^^  My  chief  bnaness,  in  tra^^  sir^  at  present 
hare,  is  to  see  and  learn  something  about  the 
King.  I  have  no  other  turn  in  hand  at  this  time.^ 

**  Turn,  tum,'*^  cried  the  stranger,  perplexed** 
"  What  turn  ? — ^Woold  place  ihe  King  on  your 
lathe,  eh  P** 

Our  hero  did  not  well  knpw  vhat  to  make  of 
his  quick  tsnd  Ye!ii6»file  companwfrii^  imd  while  the 
old  gentleman  was  laughing  at  the  jocular  tuift 
whidi  he  had  himself  ffx&n  to  the  iScc^deism,  he 
said,  ^Tm  thinking,  fUend^ye^fcimuiiandvd  no  to 
speak  with  strangers  anent  his  Majesty^s  conduct, 
fi>t  ye  blink  the  que^on,  as  th^  asay  in  PacHa** 
nient*  '   ♦ 

*^  Parliamem  I^Beeu  there: ?-<^Hbw  do  you 
like  it  ? — ^Much  cry,  and  little  wool  among  theip, 
ehr        .''.').    ^    ■■.''.    ' 

^^  Ye  sayiGude^s  truth,  sir;  aiKl  I  wish  they 
would  make  Jtfaeir  sjpe^ciwg  as  short  and  pithy  as 
the  King's*    I'm  told  Us  Mi^esty  bias  a  very  gra* 
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paddly^  ftml^^rfitrai^r  wit  heeding ^lik-dn^f 
said^  wkh  simplicity,—*  ' 
:  ^'liyrBB  bo  ihauf^^wiwa  he  wad  young ;  bat 
he  k  nonr  •n-  <^  many  and  not  what  I  haye  knomi; 
him-^. 

'^  I  SHppoee^^  tei^ied  onr  hearo,,^'  Aatyou  hvre 
heat  ling  in  Ms  semee  ?"* 

**  Yes,  I  am  one  of  his  oldest  senraWisi— Erer 
dnce  I  ^nld'faeip  mys^tf,^  was  the  answer^  ynth 
a  slpfl»^^  ^yi  may  say  I  have  he»  his  set*: 
vant'' 

<^  And  I  dinna  donbt^^  f^^  the  senatw^ 
^f  that  ]^iihaive  had  an  easy  post.^ 

<^  I  have  certainly  obeyed  his  nHB,"^  cried  the 
eltximgetyia  a  livi^  hnighing  tone  ;  but  changing 
into  a  graver,  he  added,  ^^  But  what  may  be  ray. 
re««rd,  at  'least-in  tibfs  worid,  il;  is  fi>x  you  and 
otheis  to  judge*? 

*^  Tm  mista^en^  then,  if  it  shouldna  be  liberaU^ 
replied  Andreir;  5^ for  ye  seeiii isk nuan  of  disere- 
tmif  and^  dottbdess,  m^  the  po^  ye  have  ao^ 
long  posfteised.:    Mayb6  some  day  in  ParliamentL 
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boot  The  Kiag canna  g«ng  t^symmg $m Ing 
as  he  keeps  coini8elwUhi«iiG^.doiiefijiKl*pnideiit 
\ikt  tatu^  e?en  ihcNigb  ye  haeSi  Utiight  of  iIk 
ftat^    WhvlVyouriiameP^ 

The  old  genileiaMii  lodced  dHO^;  but  m  a 
memait  hiseetrnt^Mtiee  tesBiaed  ile  iroAtedopen 
cheerfuhiess,  and  he  laid^  ^  So  3rD«4aA  in  Pailki- 
ment,  eh  ?— I  have  a  seat  there  too— -DonH  often 
go,  however^— Peihaps  may  see  you  there— Good 
bye,  good  bye.** 

"  Yell  excuse  my  freedom,  wr,'*  said'AndreWy 
smnewhat  rebuked  by  the  air  and  manner  in  which 
his  new  acquaintance  separated  firom  him ;  '^  but 
if  you  are  not  better  engaged,  I  woidd  be  glad  if 
we  could  breakfast  together.*" 

^'  Can''t,  can\^  cried  the  old  gentleman,  short- 
ly, as  he  walked  away ;  but  turning  hatf  round  a£> 
ter  he  had  walked  two  or  three  paces,  he  added, 
^^  Obliged  to  breakfast  with  the  King — ^he  wont 
without  me  ;^  and  a  loud  and  mirthM  laugh  gave 
notice  to*  all  the  surrounding  edioes  that  a  light 
and  pleased  spirit  claimed  their  blithest  responses. 
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'  There  was  not  much  in  this  oohversation  that 
satisfied  our  hero;  who  peredved  that  it  was 
no  easy  matter  to  gun  the  sort  of  knowledge 
which  he  had  come  on  purpose  to  procure  ;  and 
in  the  irksome  humour  which  tins  reflection  jno* 
duced,  he  consumed  the  morning,  loitering  in  the 
Park  and  about  the  Ca^e^  till  his  usual  break&st 
^ur,  when  he  returned  to  the  inn. 


>  , 
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'  DuBiNa  breakfast  in  the  coffee^foom,  Andrew, 
ksmed  fr^  some  of' the  other  strangers,  who 
W^ere  similaily  employed,  that  the  best  opportit* 
nky  of  seeing  the  Royal  Family  was  when  they 
wdtt  aad  came  from  church ;  for  it  was  not  al« 
ways  certain  that  they  would  walk  tm  the  Terrace 
in  the  evening. 

'  "Butj^saidhe,  ^howamltoknow  the  King? 
fori  dinna  suppose  diat  his  arms  are  like  twa wild 
beasts,  die  lion,  and  the  unicorn.  However,  111 
avail  mysel  of  your  counselling,  and  tak  my  stance 
as  ye  advise,  at  the  Royal  entranee  to  St  George'^s 
Chapel.^      . 

Accordingly,  at  the  proper  lime  he  was  at  the 
place ;  but  the  moment  that  the  carriage  with 
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their  Majesties  drew  up,  he  saw.  the  old  gentle* 
man  whom  he  had  met  in  the  Park  alone  with  the 
Queen.  His  heart  sank  within  him  at  the  sight, 
and  he  fled  abashed  and  confounded ;  for  he  dis- 
covered  that  it  was  the  King  himself,  and  he 
shrunk  with  alarm  at  the  liberties  he  had  taken. 

The  terrors  of  this  idea,  however,  abated  as  he 
returned  to  London ;  and  when  he  recalled  to  re* 
C0li0etion<all  that  had  pasted^  he  wasfsattsfied  his 
Majes^  W8f  not  hk^  to  be  dispieaaed  withhiaw 
By  the  time  he  reaciied  hone,  he  ■  opuldy  ThdotJ^ 
scarbely  refiraiir  from  smilii^  at  the  adTentiM^ 
when  he  thot^ht  how  completely  he  had  sncoeecU 
ed  in  tbeobject  of  his  exonisioB,  at  the  very  timer 
when  he  was  despairing  of  any  success. 
^  As  the  levee  was  to  be  held  at  St  Jameses  in 
the  c<»xr8e  of  die  week,  on  the  fiollowing  Biondi^  * 
the  Marquis  called  to  ramndliim  that  he  was  to. 
be  presented. 

An^ke^  made  something  like  an  uttenrpl  to 
decline  this  honour,  in  the  hope  that,  by  postpo-- 
ning  it  to  a  distant  day,  his  Mi^esty  might  m  the 
interim  forget  him ;  saying,  "  I  doubt^  my  Lord' 
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Marqms,  it  winiia  be  in  lay  po^er  to  go  to  Court 
that  day.  I  have  a  great  fike  o"*  matters  in  handf 
omceniiiig  causes  that  are  to  be  tried  at  the  next 
term,  jmd  really  I  irouUl  fain  postpone  it  £or  a 
season^^ 

:  ^  That  cannot  be^^  nepUed  his  Losddup  acti^ 
ously.  ^^  It  is  not  only  expected  that  all  my 
i^Iiamentary  friends  should  shew  themselres  at 
Court,  but  be  segular  in  their  att^dance."^ 
.  <<  I  hope,  my  Lcnrd^diat  your  Lordship  doestts 
eonfflder  this  iiidispensaUe ;  for  ye  know  a  piD4 
fifissional  man  eansot  command  his  time,  if  he 
▼ould  serve  his  diemts  mrith-diat i^ddity,  vhidi, 
I  hope,  yoar  Lorddhip  jand  all  mine  imTC  jffnat 
fadtki^  ha^eineditoihebest  of  liy  dJiofay  to  do.^ 
^  '^JBiiiklJie.publ]i;m»Bt.al»be6er»BBd,.iindiaeD 
in  public  situatittu  jointf  couider.lhat .  I.Aete* 
foe  esp^  you  wiUJbe  xeadgr  to  ga^rith  m^  lo  fif 
James^s,^  xepIied.de.M«nqiiis> 

^If  your  littdfihip anabtt. ii  poii^0lt,uifae»- 
asqfoence  I  maun  yidLd:  JBut  folijf  1  jdid  nm 
tiiink  that  ^beie  va3  any  ijsnt  seDvisagioiAefahi 
Sei>y  aidtfaig  in  Jijprasril  s$  Ae  fayeti'^ 
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*^  Mr  Wylie,''  said  the  Marquis  gravely,  **  I 
thought  you  had  a  more  correct  notion  of  these 
sort  of  things.  In  what  way  can  the  public  ia* 
terests  be  more  effectually  promoted,  than ,  by  a 
regular  and  dutiful  attendance  on  the  monaardi:? 
Does  it  not  insjnre  the  people  with  that  awe  imd 
veneraldon,  which  is  due  from  them  to  the  first 
person  in  the  state  f  In  these  times,  when  the 
jacobin  principles  of  anarchy  are  so  widely  disee^ 
minated,  it  requires  the  most  strenuous  eflbrts*,  on 
the  part  of  all  tnen  who  have  a  stake  in  the  ccRin* 
try,  to  uphold  the  constitution  in  its^  original  -jp^s^ 
lity,  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons.  For '.my 
part,  wcare  it  not  from  a  most  devout  peisuasion 
of  the  utiliiy  of  carrying  my  h(»nage  to  ihefiiot 
of  the  tbronei^  I  would  3iiever  breathe  l^e  mii£^e 
Court,  for  I  hi^  no  natural  taste  for  it  But,  Mr 
WyJie,  when  I  reflect  on  the  difitxn^^uished"  past 
that  my  family  have  always  taken  in  public  affidr^ 
-^-4n  noinstisnoe^  frcmi  the  earliest  jperiods^  hsve 
any  of  tl^  Spuigles  been  fi»md  deficient  btlb^ 
attachitekt  to  the  monarchy ;  having  unifrffmly 
for  ages,  tbrou^^  meaif  changes,  ireyoliitioui^  tod 
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tranfers  of  the  dynasty,  beien  idways  found  by 
the  ode  of  tl^ir  SoTerdign — a  systematic  line  of 
policy  which  has  secured  them  at  all  times,  even 
in  the  rudest  and  most  turbulent,  from  the  vicis- 
dtudes  that  have  attended  the  more  versatile 
members  of  the  Baronage.^ . 
.  *^  I  am  very  aensibU  of  the  eminent  part  that 
your  Lord^iip,  like  your  forefathers  of  great  re- 
novn,  has  played  in  politics ;  ted  no  ome  can  be 
more  impressed  than  me  with  tlie  honour  of  being 
taken  by  the  hand,  and  led  into  the  Presence,  by 
a  ttoUeman.  of  yoinr  Lordship^s  courte^,^  replied 
Andrew ;  ^'  but  my.  olge<^on  was  not  to  the  action^ 
but  only  to  the  timer- having,  as  I  said,  a  power 
a£  impottant  causes  in  hand,  coming  on  at  the  jip- 
pmachinjg^  term.^      ; 

-  ^  The  introduction  will  not  occupy  more  th w 
fwo  or  Areehours,""  replied  the  Marquis ;  ^^  and 
wkoi  you  have  been  presented^  you  may  go  as 
often  a&er  as.  you  please;  for  hi|s  Miy^y  pQs«, 
aesses  the  extraordinary  fiicully  of.tetaini^g  the^ 
niost  pexfS^  recollection  of;  every  body  that  he 
has  once  seen.^ 
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"  Ah  r  ^dakned  oui  hero. 

<(  My  4eax  frtend,"^  smA  the  Mar^uiiy.BODdi*- 
ingly,  ^I  hope  ^1  k  not  a^twiage  of^ieigoot?'' 
and  his  Lcndship  fami^itt^  mmAauai  m  aaedi* 
dney  which  he^  had  aSim  himseK  teton  mdiudse 
most  beneficial  effects.  -  : 

Tiy  this  fekidl^r  sympathy  faavfaig^  AeinbY^r, 
his  L^djsUp  io^magine  4^  dbie^paiig^^mhiiihriw-- 
easimed  the  intc^jiedtiow  of  attgaisfa^  qnif^t  Jwve: 
^rang  from  ^  gonl^  AaiSaDemmeAd^AniimMk^^ 
swev  "be  could  v  tnid  4he  Mar^piw-imit: tftwy  dnik 
ail  imderst^ndfajg^hi^  iha-neiir  awwittp  wraBjJioio 
omi^imy  him  to'tbb' next  levee. 
^  When  the  day  ^ailv^^'tniff 'Im% ^ifinr  tiaiiaiil 
tiflke^  Ms  lilsy^as.ttiitiadeandk^&iBifi^ 
new  court  suit  of  dark-brown,  in  hiaxafftapMiaM^ 
tlier  ^ttedi  wt^imR  it  of  arpn^ptaiarinbtjildf  l^ 
pearanc^.  ^^Iwipasde^^aBliaifemaU^ 
the  HBWord,'  h^  cthaagbt^wauMLti 
commocBflQuly  ati  ibe  »|^\|;hMi 
Every  4^,  in  Vwopi>4<ia<  li  iliTiij 
tlie  MaiNplifi  fef>;tfe^p»qinakctieg,iaagiagtMif 
times  before  he  was  equipped^        '.;,,    ... 
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He  delayed  going  to  bis  Lordship  as  long  as 
{>o«8ibIe,  m  order  to  aUow  the  crowd  time  to  fill 
the  rooms  before  they  could  reach  the  palace ; 
bis  iotentioa  being  to  hastai  pfUBt  the  King  in  ihe 
throiig,  md  so  to  avoid  any  particular  observation. 
QBhe  Marquis,  when  be  arrived,  was  almost  as 
rou^h  cjut  of  humour  as  himself,  declaring  that 
he  had  never  he&x  so  late  of  going  to  the  lev^ 
before. 

On  rc^hiag  the  palace,  Andrew  kept  hi  the 
wake  of  hia  Lordsh^,  firom  the  moment  that  they 
asG<^ided  thefpreat  stair-case.  To  his  diort  figure 
he  trusted  much ;  idso  something  to  his  nimUe- 
ness,  when  he  shodkl  approa^di  the  Kii^  i  and' 
indeed  he  so  siftnaged^  that,  fay  lowly  crooldug 
his  knee  at  the  presentation,  and  eowerii^  down 
his  head,  averting  his  £u^  at  the  aame  time,  he 
haid'almost  esci^ed  Um  qiuck  eye  of  royalty  4  but 
in  tbe  very  momei^  iriiei^he  was  endeavouring  to 
sfink  in  behind  the  puckered  form  of  a  corpulent, 
cbiirdii'^gnhary,  he  was  ca^ht  in  the  &ct>  and 
instantly  raodgniaod  by  the  Kin^ 
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*<  EU !  lia  r  cried  ins  Ua^ea^ ;  ^^  fine  mcmi- 
iag,  Shixe  o£  A^ ! — Come  to.see  ike  King»  A  ? 
Conie^  see  tS^  KingP^ 

Our  beio,  seeing  idsese  was  210  jetwirttiwB^  ^ 
stantly  muetoDedxoumge;  «ndt^Vniliriwg<»JMb 
kaoviedge  of  the  Sing's  fiunOiar  lii»iQiir»  8«ul» 
^>  Ah  !  'twas  a  .scnple  trick  o'  your.  M^^eatj  *o 
dd«:e  a'  outt>f jme,  and  »»rer  i;o^gCTe  meam  iiddiag 
of  who  I  was  speaking  to." 

The  Marciw  o£  Ay^aMde  w<is  tp^rified^  avid 
stood  n^isnA;  wb^  tibe  K^&  Ja^^upg^eac^t 
aimised  hy  the  recoD^oi^iHi  «f  hie  ofii^  a^ilm^ 
and  fkfmd  with  l£be  ,^w«plwfte^ti.wiiel|rfA^iArewr' 
bad  soiEle^amfyjmii^Mf  <H<ifiittlPf¥t;s;gllWngm 

^'  Coidd  Ml  bre^k&fit  wiA  ^jim  th»t«(^»illS, 
di!  But(»e^0oodiw»idfiRar:^maiiit|h«r.  WIii^ 
tumi&  h«id  noMT?''  and  vA^Mftfigih^Bwei^fh 
bis  Hajestgr  iAisUi^.  nfldwiiBsB  bsfadf  to^MmMH 
em  noialenkan,  ibsii  liij^  ia  lm.jam&iim»ind 

^  deernlidi  OMwing,'.  aa£k:AiidiytJanwi^AMa 
an  honest  m4nH^iflaeat.jiMnr«9iiifl|^^ 
Godr  •.  -  -    '- 


Aadtew  avaikd  iiimaetf  of  this  dl^^  in  his 
M$j0eiy*B  dbcovfirae  toliAStesi  on,  wk^  some  olber 
foioiQtk,  to  ifhom  fine  Sang  had  abo  cKMnetluiig 
jootdar  jto  say,  oppeaisd  in  a^t,  and  drew  «ff  the 
j!!^jral,al;feeitfioii  fiom  -Ae  new  courtier. 

The  Marquis  was  most  seriously  indignant 
when  he  afterwards  rgoined  our  hero,  in  their 
way  to  his  Lordship^s  carriage ;  assuring  him  that 
he  had  run  the  greatest  possible  risk  of  meeting  a 
most  ungracious  reception.  But  Lord  Sandyford, 
when  infonned  of  the  adventure,  declared  that  he 
should  not  be  surprised  if  our  hero  were  to  rival 
his  famous  countrjrman  in  the  royal  favour.  Nor 
was  this  opinion  improbable ;  for  immediately  af- 
ter the  next  drawing-room,  where  he  was  again 
most  cordially  recognized  by  the  King,  he  received 
an  invitati(m  to  one  of  the  Queen^s  parties  at 
Buddngham-house,  at  which  his  Majesty  request* 
ed  him  to  come  down  to  Windsor. 

But  history,  when  she  records  the  cause  which 
prevented  our  hero  firom  being  able  to  avail  him- 
self of  die  royal  condescension,  will  change  her 
smiles  at  the  innocent  foibles  and  artless  jocularity 
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of  Greorge  the  Third ;  and  with  a  generous  elo- 
quence, rising  into  all  her  dignity,  will  describe 
the  constancy  of  his  virtues,  the  true  Ei^Iish  sim^ 
plicity  of  his  character,  the  fortitude  of  his  pub- 
lic principles,  and  the  purity  of  his  private  worth. 
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THE  SPIEIT  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

Neithbb  the  east  nor  the  west  of  Scotland  af- 
fords the  best  market  for  the  disposal  of  beautiful 
young  la£e8  with  large  fortunes.  We  have  even 
some  doubts  whether  those  of  the  south  or  the 
north  be  any  better.  Certain  it  is,  that  although 
Mary  Cunnii^ham  was,  in  all  human  probability, 
one  of  the  finest  and  fiurest  of  the  ^^  Ayrshire 
lasses,^  and  surpassed  by  few  in  the  prospects  of 
fortime,  she  continued,  during  the  r^ular  ad. 
vancement  of  our  hero^  still  to  bhxmi  unplucked 
upon  the  parent  spray.  She  had,  doubtless,  a  due 
portion  of  the  homage  of  tender  glances,  and  oi 
sordid  pr<^K>sals ;  but  in  the  sequestered  bower  to 
which  she  was  confined  by  the  mingled  spdl  of 
her  &th^^8  indolence  and  her  aunt^s  pride  and 


prudence,  no  acceptable  youth  had  obtained  a  pro* 
per  due  to  conduct  him  to  her  presence  or  aflfeo 
tions.  For,  saving  at  the  annua  papingo  ball  at 
Kilwinning,  she  was  rarely  seen  beyond  the  boun* 
daries  of  the  Craiglands.  One  season,  indeed,  b£- 
ter  her  return  frwn  [BdiBbuF^  ^md  when  the  re- 
newal of  a  lease  of  one  of  the  farms  had  brought 
a  considersUe  augmenfafioa  to  ber  ^her^s  in- 
come, her  aunt  had  influence  enough  to  induce  the 
Laifd  to  treat  them  widi  the  pleasoieff  of  the  Ayr 
Races,  where  Mary  wits  univdrsafiy  adsdred,  eepe^ 
pedaQy  by  the  diiriyng  olBeetfe  of  Leid  Dailiii^ 
ton's  cavalry;  at  <hal  tisie  enx^msiped  ii^  die  nei^^ 
bourhood,  and  who,  like  militaiy^sfteniB  gsateni^ 
thottght  as  mu<ft  of  a  ricb  bmoss  ar  a  great  beaa* 
ty.  But  the  etrcumvpect  Mm  Misy  had  #  wdA* 
founded  apprehension  of  tfce  oeeaflbaml  dBmoBSlni^ 
tions^  of  ihe  mffitary,  and  idwi^d  drew  h«r  imoe 
as  far  as  possiUe  from  Ih^  scene  ^f^ttttget.  iu 
truth,  Mary  herself  did  not  seiem  to  bep«vt)c«ln» 
ly  intei^sted  by  l3ke  accompltelmients  er  luidiVK 
titan£ng  of  any  <^ those  Yorkshire  heMMi  ^iibm 
unblemished  sabre.  But  this  was  nm  to>be  WMi^ 
dered  at,,  when  we  eon^idei^  that  those  efem^ftcltfi. 
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istieft  of  mtenectual  raptefnorkf  wfaicli  h^are  €n<r 
aH^tlie  pesfiiessors^loper&na  sudnninidesbotk 
ftbroad  and  at  h<mie,  we  tnem  mmtachocs^  had 
not  theB  been  lOTived  m^i^  Brilasb  Axmy.  * 

'  THe^  jatmt  to  Ayr  im  in  coiiigqmemc*  prodnc- 
^w  ef  no  erenl ;  and  IM*^  after  cngoying  tibe  so* 
euA  swadMne  and  giuetsea  4)f  Ae  laoe  week^  was 
t^ondfteted-baek  4o  Ai^diA  naoaotony  of  that  moi- 
tMMsitie  seckiiott  wMcb  le^  was  fitted  to  leadat  tlit 
€rai^Uffid». 

A  finr  €#  the  county  baehdois  bovbi  and  them 
tilled,  and  sontetknesldeked  as  if  thqr  could  woo; 
%at  they  were  all  ^her  too  w^  stricken  in  yesrs^ 
er  east  in  too  ektilsy  a  mould,  wsthcmt  any  re- 
^eeti^E^  grace  of  fioiBd,  to  gtiA  (kn  the  yfcctioni 
e(Pa  i^iriled  and  efegas^  ^1,  who  was  not  entke* 
ly  imeonsmus  of  h^  charms^ 

We  hafvebeen  t^s.  particular  m  describing  die 
^tuation  of  Miss  Cuiminghwi)  because  we  have 
fieme  reason  to  suspect  t^  her  case  is  not  a  soli- 
tary one-;  and  ake,  because  it  was  necessary  to  esu 
plain  how  Fate  worked,  in  the  meantime^  to  keep 
the  possesses  of  so  much  beauty,  aiid  with  such 
affiuenee  in  reTersion,  ahneat  n^Iected  And  ms 
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known,  while  she  was  performing  such  prodigies 
to  increase  the  fortune  and  augment  the  personal 
consideration  of  her  lover. 

But  although  Mary  was  thus  destined  to  bloom 
Ukea  rose  in  a  oonservatory^herdays  neitherpassed 
in  indolence  nor  without  enjoyment.  Her  education 
at  Edinburgh  had  been  skilfiilly  conducted ;  an4 
during  her  short  visit  to  London,  she  had  obtain*^ 
ed  a  view  of  the  world,  from  whicih  her  imaginar 
tion  easily  enabled  her  to  form  a  distin^ct  and  clea^ 
concepdonofitsgeneraloutlines  and  bearings.  {ler 
taste,  in  consequence,  found  employment  in  supei^ 
intending  the  restoration  of  the  pleasure-grounds 
-of  the  Craiglands ;  and  her  addi^ess  an  ol^ect  in 
obtaining  firom  the  narrow  ideas  of  her  father,  with 
respect  to  the  importance  of  such  things,  tbc^  re- 
quisite funds  to  de&ay  the  expence.  In  this  buoi. 
ness  she  became  insensiUy  and  unconsciou^ly  a 
blessing  to  the  village  of  Stoneyholm ;  for  the  old 
men  found  easier  oecup^on  in  trimming  the  walks 
4md  lawns,  than  in  hedging,  and  ditching,  and  the 
statute  labour  pf  ^e  highways,  She  lightened 
their  tasks ;  and  it  is  only  by  so  doing  that  the 
rich  can  wisely  assist  the  poor ;  for  toil  is  their  in^ 
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hearitaace,  and  all  tbat  the  well  regulated  spirits 
among  them  evei  eovet,  is  employment  suitaUe  to 
their  strength. 

It  was  thus,  under  the  auspices  of  Miss  Cun« 
ningham,  that  the  genial  influence  of  that  impro^ 
Ting  genius,  with  which  the  whole  kingdom  was  at 
the  time  animsted,  took  e£(ect  in  the  native  Til- 
lage of  our  hero— and  he  was  not  long  uninf orm« 
ed  of  the  change ;  for  the  master,  regularly  at  the 
bottom  of  the  letters  which  he  wrote  to  him  for  his 
grandmother,  mentioned  firom  himself  whatever 
occurred  at  Stonieyholm ;  and  the  taste  and  b^ie« 
Tolence  of  Mary  were  the  subjects  which,  unaware 
of  their  interest,  he  seemed  most  to  delight  in  cele- 
brating.    '^  It  is,^  said  the  amiable  Tannyhill  in 
one  of  those  double  episdes,  ^^  a  wonder  and  plea- 
sure to  behold  the  beautifidness  that's  kithing 
around  thePlace,-*which  Miss  Mary,  after  a  great 
work,  has  got  the  Laird  not  only  to  white-wash  the 
walls  of  the  house,  but  to  do  &  reparation  to  the 
dykes,  that  has  made  it  no  longer  like  the  sluggard's 
garden  which  it  was  wont  to  be.  She  has  even  per- 
suaded him  to  get  two  lead  rones,  with  fine  gild- 
ed whirlgig  tops  to  them,  such  as  no  man  in  thi§ 
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(xrmtry  Me  Tememtos  t»  bate^  imi>  £nf  ibtfff 
€«me  all:  the  way  not  o£  Glasgow ;  and  I  wa*  •Ui-' 
gated  to  give  the  school  the  play,  wheti  the  j^uniib- 
en  came  to  aet  tftem  up.  Oyer  aad  above  all  tihe 
good  that  she  has  done  in  this  ^jy  laakiBg  die 
walks  palJts  of  jdeasttitiiesa  klde^  the  redcfeig^ 
up  of  the  Cndghmds  has  had  a  taamitM  eflfect  ia 
the  way  of  example  among  otira^ves^  ^od  we  hawe 
sevexai  new  houses  UggJH^  ;--4ta0Rg  otheits;  Aiei» 
is  some  talk  of  takhtg  down  yoitf  gaNuBOlie^s,  whieb 
sfae'^s  a  ibought  £isbed  at,  havisj^heenrsd  hmg  her 
h&mey  and  woukl  rather  Inde  m  it  aA  it !%  thmx 
flit  to  a  better,  iHiich  she  is  we^.^vubM'  to^^a^ 
out  ef  yofur  dittiiisl  kindheas*^ 

Whatever  satisfaotion  ouir  bftN>  dcsived  A^imi. 
these  epistles,  iMb  one  was  not  etitirdy  without  al^ 
loy.  He  remembered  with  delight  the  innocem^ 
hoars  that  he  had  spent  in  the  old  Hott^ge ;  audi 
r^tetted  so  wtvait  idut  it  was  Ikely  to  be  -remo^ 
ved  before  his  return,  that  by  the  next  post  ba 
wrote  to  Mr  TannyhSl  to  offer  any  {nric^&r  H* 
and  the  gacden,  rather  iimxt  it  dionld  be  dumged 
or  destroyed.  The  mastor  waadel%hted  witb  ti^ 
agency,  audloat  no  tune  in  efl^tingtfae^Kirdnise  ^, 
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kil  hd  iraa  M  €i|gir  Ait  k»  fpnnb  «o  len  tli^ 
Md^tweoty  pomidtt;.  Ining^  intbe^^kHDu  of  every 
•Iber iidiidntittt  of  tbrTiUagi^  fvH  Ave  pomidi 
VMoe  iima  iht  whde  proper^  was  mxth. 
,  Our  kero  hsfing  tbuB  become  landloid  of  the 
tmage^  dgien  inataructed  hi«  aadtmg  agest  te  m« 
that  It  was  pat  iato  die  niOBt  perl^  state  of  re^ 
pMT,  without  altering,  in  any  degree,  its  appeal^ 
ance ;  and  likewise  to  add  at  the  back  a  small 
ro<nn,  ^^  which  must,'^  as  Andrew  said  in  his  let- 
ter, ^^  be  in  a  better  fashion,  with  a  deal  floor,  in 
case  grannie  was  taking  any  ailment,  or  I  could 
find  time  and  opportunity  to  see  my  old  friends ; 
for  I  would  not  like  to  vex  bar  by  taking  up  my 
lodging  in  another  dwelling.^ 

This  hint  begat  an  expectation  that  Andrew 
would  probably  soon  visit  Stoneyholm ;  but  when 
it  was  known  there  that  he  was  elected  a  Member 
oi  Parliament,  the  hope  was  abandoned ;  and  yet 
the  master  continued^  declare  that  he  could  see 
no  chan^  which  the  elevation  had  produced  in 
his  letters,  "  For  they  continue,'^  said  he,  "  as 
lol-hearted  as  ever."* 

Old  Martha  herself  did  not  rightly  understand 


60  CHAPTER  VII. 

in  what  the  dignity  oonsigted,  bjit  said,  ^  I  hope 
it^s  no  ill,  nor  ony  thing  about  the  Couit,  where 
a^  sin  and  eorruption  abounds.  Indeed,  I  needba 
be  feart  o^  that,  &r  Andrew,  poor  fidlow,  was  ne^es 
cut  out  for  pirandng  on  skei^  horses,  ox  giehi^ 
the  word  o^  command  to  rampaging  dragoons,  and 
i9en  of  renown,  that  are  proud  and  mighty  in  bat^ 
tie," 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


^0LXTIC8« 


DiTBiNG  the  wintar  after  our  heroes  election, 
and  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  Lord  and 
Lady  Sand}rfinrd  came  to  town,  much,  however, 
against  their  own  wishes.  But  his  Lordship  had 
been  persuaded  by  some  of  his  dd  friends,  public 
characters  whom  he  esteemed,  that  he  ought  to 
resume  his  duty  as  a  peer. 

On  this  occasion  the  M«rquis  of  Avonside, 
who,  in  all  things,  was  a  consei^lious  obe^- 
ver  of  fbrms>  deemed  it  necessary,  soon  af)«r 
their  arrival,  to  issue  cards  for  a  splendid  par* 
ty,  in  order  to  exhilnt  them  in  their  state  of  re- 
union to  the  fiiends  of  his  fa^y.  Among 
the  nolnlity  invited,  both  as  a  m^ter  of  course, 
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ndfrom  a  wish  to  brii^  L<Nrd  Riveradale  again 
forward  in  pablic  life,  weie  several  membems 
of  the  ministry.  But  the  Viscount  had  pre-^te- 
tennii^  never  to  form  any  political  connexioii, 
and  when  made  acquainted  with  the  names  and 
titles  of  the  eiqpeoted  guests,  almost  resolved  %p 
leave  London  for  a  time,  radier  than  be  present ; 
although  the  occasioB  waa  ome  which  his  father 
endeavoured  to  convince  him  involved,  in  many 
rsipeetSyldbelianoiNr^KUfiiitn  Howitiahivld 
have  been  suppose  to  do  so^  we  havto  ttcitar  ym^^ 
pevly  understood ;  at  the  simo  tee,  he  agteed 
with  the  Malqxus,  thtit  a  general  tongsegalMintttf 
#11  the  leadifiip  Bi^nbera  of  ^  AYonsUe  «mI 
Sandyfi^  ftiailifs,  was  a  fittmg.aad  ei^odieift 
manner  of  shewing  to  ite  w«rld  the  atiis&Qlim 
with  whidi  the  i^eooftdliaticpi  was  oonsid^Bffd*  Be-^ 
fpio,  howev^>  SmtUj  decnding  as  1»  the  pmrt  hm 
wotild  perjEMcm^  Lord  RiKreridde  we»t  ta  San^y- 
fiw^hovisey  to  «<M»iiiU  thf  £arl  m  the  sutj^oiji 
and  on  hei»g  sheirti  mto  tibe  lihnaiy^  jS^ind^biat 
I^endbhip  sitcb^  widi.ote  hirow 
.^i^mmfi  geaetal^tatorvatima  at  ^  tl*  4tai^ 


u 


rf  Ae  ifeaAo'^  llie  pnMi»  to  att  lanimebs  betii^ 
^i^gftihnwii,  eMsepi  wben  diey  meet  at  CllaU^ 
ium^^  ot  any  other  idliBMitmn  of  lioimiJr^«-<ii 
tlMse  o^caeiMs,  irefadnfevv  it  it  not  aocoidkig^a 
•liqiiette  tt>  eikiciae  ^ftippeMattaxoe  of  die  taen*- 
fl^«^-^LcKd]B^iW8dak  mMAumAiiJa  the  Ead 
embarrassment  at  the  idea  o£  renewii^  hb 
qOHMitaitee  ifMi  tha  siatemen  aUiMed  *to^  add- 
ing, that  nothini;  hut  hia  regard  for  Lady  Sandy*- 
fivd  and  his  LodUhip,  wonU  indiice  him  ftir  -a 
moment  to  hesitate. 

'  Thff  Bari  rttiher  pitied  the  sennttTe  ViMwnl, 
than  respected  hiin ;.  finr  he  eonld  diacem  beneath 
his  extreme  delicacy  of  senturient,  Bsuch  of  the 
hercdfltory  ir^akness  of  the  Marqnis,  Us  father, 
and  used  indeed  to  say  llM  RFrenidde^s  fite  aene^ 
tf  political  Tiftue  was  but  a  ctttaneoim  mitafiion 
of  the  biimL  However,  he  Iktened  to  him  widi 
gieat  gravity,  and. when:  the  Viseooikt  had  made 
an  end  of  his  case,  he  put  on  a  fik»  of  aeriotte  eo«tt«> 
derjatkn,  and  then  aaid,-*--*^^  In  a  matter  of  ^eh  im^ 
portanoe,  I  am  not,  my  dear  Locd^  qnalified  to  g$v« 
you  any  advioe;  foi,  nevac  havisigbeen  a  daeida^ 
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fKditical  diaract^  my  self,  beiiig,  indeed,  almost  in 
doubt  whether  I  am  now  considered  as  belonging  to 
the  ministerial  or  opposition  side  of  the  House,  I 
caimot  enter  into  your  feelings ;  but  I  dare  say 
our  friend,  the  member  here,  may  be  able  to 
understand  the  importance  of  so  grave  a  ques* 
tion.'' 

^^  I  should  never  once  have  thot^t  of  speaks 
ing  to  him,^  replied  the  Viscount,  querulously  ; 
^'  for  going  into  the  House  under  my  fiither^s 
attq>ices,  he  has,  of  course,  linked  himself  to  his 
Lordship^s  party,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  as  anxious 
to  strengthen  their  number  and  influence,  as  tbo 
Marquis  himself.'" 

Lord  Sandyford  smiled  at  this  attack,  and  eiv« 
j<^ed  the  antidpation  of  a  retort 

**  ^Deed  my  Lord,"  cried  our  hero,  "  ye're  all 
wrong.  I  came  in  on  my  own  pock  imok,  as  we 
say  in  Scotland,  when  a  man  li^es  on  his  own 
means-<-and  I  wish  your  Lordship  no  to  go  away 
in  the  belief,  that,  as  a  member  of  Parliament^  I 
h(dd  myself  at  the  good-will  of  eidier  prince  <^ 
potentate,  peer  or  prelate.    It^s  true,  I  mean  to 
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ujdiold  and  asmi  the  Eii^  and  oonsdtutioii^  to 
the  best  of  my  jadgmmit    But—'* 

"  I  b^  your  pardon,  Mr  WyUe,  I  meant  no 
offenee,^  ^udaimed  Riverodale,  ^^  On  puUic  af- 
foinEi}  and  the  prindqplea  imd  characlers  of  publie 
men,  every  one  is  firee  to  speak.  You  yirtoally^ 
indeed^  admowledge  yourself  to  be  wedded  to  my 
ftther^s  party ;  and  therefore  I  am  justified  in 
Ihinlpng  that,  like  his  Lordship,  you.  are  natu- 
rally anxjous  to  atrengthen  that  party  t'^ 

Lord  Sandyf ord  looked  serioii^ly  at  the  m^* 
ber,  apprehenrive  diat  the  mcnrlud  Viscount  had 
gone  too  £ir;  but  our  h«ro,  with  a  significant 
amile^  re-estatdished  his  confidence* 

*'  It's  very  true,"  replied  Wylie,  ^*  that  I  m^ 
turally  wish  to  strengthen  the  influence  of  what 
you  call  my  party^  but  the  means  of  doing  that 
Ue  in  the  common  sense  of  the  country  at  large^ 
It's  no  to  be  done  I^  votes  of  members,  but  by 
satisfying  piblic  Qpinion— which  is  the  God  of 
the  political  world.  And,  my  hotd  Bivefsdale^ 
since  ye  think  yoursd  a  public  man,  and  wasna 
Uate  in  expressing  what  ye  thotj^ht  <^  me  as  anr 
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olli«r;  aBoosBt  to  bajs  di«K  I  da  noi  ddiA^  wf 
party  would  -be-  fitittigtlMied  bf  the  likc^-^i^ 
Hof&sn^r  of  yDu^-4mt  of  any  mia  iriko>tlfiidt&-fahn* 
litf  pgiyitegftd  t6  indtt%g  hb  oim  hmao^^ 
mrviefof  A»cmHno&imi^  <«  no  te  b«i^p%  ^m 
aB«  jati  as  At  wind  «itB  itidi  IdM.^ 

The  Ihri,  aftiaid  43i«t  iThe  ^SkmeA  tte  Vki^ 
oouitt  to  vepfyy  the  tcorranatim  w^puld:  iMMiae 
stStaiaw  adtfe,  altho^gb  Im  pcn^dUPMl  iSm^  ih9 
member^s  reswnMpiciiif-^w^  tuicfaftait  in  gMsi^  ^^# 
vriMdoe,  iattqpoged,  and  said  hAMf,  ^  I  mmp^cty 
Vfyti^y  iimt  some  f«0i  of  your  anuttadvmsiam 
iKape  ievded  at  m^  lAo,  aaiMg  odier  dbn^ks-: 
tions,  must  redfioi  A»  akcktiwd  kMvM^lllail;  I 
havefbv  ye8r&  taken  in  puMic  idhm.^ 

^  Ab  f or  dHtt^'' i«^0d  AjMlnnr^  &iiq;fali<^  ^  1 
ttever  attached  aaodi  itttpeortaQce  to  ymxr  Li<ml« 
dnp  «s.  a  politioian ;  fbv  ymi  «e'one  of  these  wb^ 
are  aa^unfly  bom  to  be  in  opposi^m^ 

<^  Bomt"^  esdabMdl^£3irl;  ^^^Hfliee^ner  beM* 
of  aodi  pfailosopliy  i^ 

^  I  should  be  mtrf  if  oxy^rio  bletiMTs^  us  fbi. 
kaephy  treie  in  what  I  meail^  ^1m^  woiU^  xmmU 


tkaof^.  Tlw  Bitoc  of  daeda  hwe  a]!9e  luflLthe  ufk 
pet  haad^  aidfc  idl  loeep  te  to  dbe^dbjr  afjiidgilieM  ; 
tfarxacn-af  Aoigliti  ara  Abaa  tbot  fldiesi^  and 
tlKMediiit&iifaidi;  aiiJ  ihi  tmlo  iiikT  uuiiuiBiii 
df  the  m^  o'  detd^  ,ii»s  ia  cmr;  kto  effeet  Jtki 
Migj^aiaioM  of  .Ab  oBa"  vndsr  Ac  cnisadlBUof 
die  odieEi  .  Yoor  LiirMii|i  is  no  Just  one  of 
the  schemers,  nor  exactly  a  fault-fiadai^  fiat 
yshte  mmie.  op  of  dtt  ^emenfe  of  iMthy  aad  all 
your  upecBlal&Qna  ironUk  natuiaSy  nake  you  att 
advuaaiy  to<  the  men  a£  doedv;  andy  of  coiadae^ 
fat  opfoMoa  to^  tlioao  in  aathoraty  amd  pover.^ 

^  What  saf  s  tbe  Stagytite  en  thmt^  Riveaa* 
dide?'' said  the  Barl^hnghing.  "^Xytfaeihade 
of  thomigpity  JidiiiSy  I  hayo  never  heacd  half  so 
good  an aeoovattof  the iMoessary  aad aatnnd » 
ititiAim  of  aiMdbmntary  oppiskbn ;  ai^ 
persuaded  diereia  some  troth  in  tbe  theory.  In- 
deod  I  ne¥ev  hea»A  of  a  tegidar  oppDritiea  man 
iba/ti  hi  private  Mfe,  was  an  agioeaUt  man  of  bu^ 
siness,  honpevci  i&t^fiBcnt  as  6uoh-*-»poof  that 
he  wao  dsfieifHl  in  saaie  of  those  coneffiator?  bii^ 
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aiiieBS  qjotlidesy  whkh,  in  the  management  of  pab- 
lic  affidrs,  are  of  as  much  importance  as  talents* 
But  Wylie,  as,  according  to  diis  notion  dPyour^ 
if  I  am  constrained  by  nature  to  be  in  eppoei-^ 
tion,  eresi  aldioi^  not  bdbnging  decidedly  either 
to  the  sdiemers  or  the  finlt-finders,  I  must  o€ 
course  be  an  inlerior  among  them.  You  give  me 
but  soffry  ^ticouragement  to  re^aiter  the  arena  cS 
public  life.^ 

'^  Your  Lordship,'^  replied  Andrew,  indi  ani* 
madon,  ^^  would  make  a  yery  good  king  in  a  li. 
mited  monarchy,  where  the  constitutkm  so  vorksy 
that  the  sovereign  has  neyer  the  endre  upper 
hand.  But  in  any  other  post  of  power,  I  Imve 
my  douhta  that  you  would  sometimes  be  giea 
to  the  breaking  of  old  and  sacred  thin^,  for  the 
pleasure  of  madding  them;  and  may  be^  now  and 
then,  trjring  the  mouth  of  the  horse,  fay  pulling 
hk  bridle  unnecessarily.  No,  my  Lord,  ye'^te  no 
^piaHfied  to  shine  as  a  statesman*^!  never  thoi^liji 
it,  since  ye  will  have  my  opinion,  though  no  one 
can  mair  admire  your  pleasant  talents.  Yom 
imnd  is  ower  fine  f(Nr  daily  use ;  som^hii^  cowrsw 
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tB  vas^^ed  jfor  the  toil  and  moil>  th^  jangling  and 
the  banter  of  public  life;  and  your  trisest  ivty^  ita 
ye  harie  no  cha&ce  of  being  a  king  of  the  khid 
I  was  speaking  anent^  is  to  be  the  next  thmg 
tilTt.  Settle  yourself  in  the  prinedy  iHmse  of 
Chastii^ny  with  your  Leddy,  ai^  th^e,  like 
two  patriatchs,  beget  sons  and  daughters;  ttld 
yeili  serve  your  conHtty  beti;er  in  fostering  the 
comforts  of  the  tenantry  around  you,  than  by 
a^  the  speeches  that  ye're  able  to  speak,  tbbugh 
ye  were  ten  times  better  at  the  art  than  Pitt 
and  Fox,  and  a^  the  rest  of  ihem  ^^oded  through- 
idler,"* 

''  Yes  r  exdakned  Lotd  6altdyf<>rd,  surprised 
at  the  superiori^  thus  assumed  and  felt,  while 
he  was  amused  at  its*  simplicity ^--^^^  Yes,  my 
ftiend^  you  are  iight«^I  am  not  fit  fer  pubUs  Hie 
— v^I  have  been  long  omsdous  of  the  truth,  an4 1 
will  take  your  adyice^--I  see  if  s  wisdom,  and  I. 
obey  its  influencew^-So  you  see,  Bivarsdalcy  as, 
tbete  is  no  chance  of  the  mimstry  charming  you 
into  thdr  party,  they  are  l&ely,  by  jsnf  abandon<^ 
ing  the  intention  of  re-entering  Parliamrat,  ta 
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gim  IB  mueh  liy  Uus  magidiidiiotLy  m  i£  fmi  w&m 

Ilie  Yiscoimt  did  Bot  much  ^sMb  llie  inona-i^ 
atm,  but  «tm(^  mth  th*  s^raiur  ^daoh  bad  :flilL- 
en  firMB  oYor  ^trp,  said^  <<  I  ^dnodc,  Hfr  Wyfie» 
eoneijtering  «riiiit  iias  passed,  ycm  may  isH  !me  in 
whkb  ^  yooff  two  gyest  daoMB  you  pUoe  iwe. 
The  tiaeidt  mi^  be  «s  d6t»€Jf<^  as  ^#i(ii  iAs  Lord- 

**^I  dkma  llAik  so,""  rejiied  WyBo;  ^ytfre 
Jko  laade  of  sucb  nalteaMe  metid.  Btit  tb^igh  I 
caiuui  eay  j«et  what  ye  ave,  knowing  490  fittte  of 
you,  m  undertake  to  tell  your  fortune.  Whea 
Aie  Marquis  is  a  Ultle  nuuar  JlU^ed,  y§ll-be  ealfed 
ttp  to  the  Itouso'^C  Peers ;  and  I^  no  d^spmr  ef 
hearing  you  move  4he  address,  in  anfir#er  to  the 
^ee^  ^om  the  throne,  In  the  fir^  «es&iibn:  after ^^^ 

LoM  Saiidyferdihi^wUmscSfbacAt'm'life  tSkaar, 
unafil^  to  con^oi  hk  lai^hter,  ^Me  the  isisto^ 
igsbed  Viscount  Ranged  eolour. 

^  1.00k  trt:  Us  feet',  Mversaifle,^  e^td^n^ 
die  Bar!,  **look  at  Tils  fed.     They  mtist  fee 
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<<  NoOy  9X1  ye  had  the  decisioa  ff  <shm94S^ 
which  the  Earl  possesses,^  said  Andrew,  nsq^  to 
^e  his  leaYer  ^^  ye  wpuld  jU9t  4^  oncBy  im  /this 
fppt,  lui^  oi^ly  r^esplYe  t^  take  y^^jpl^c^  ftt  ysMjqr 
£wther'B  tabl^,  along  wHh  the  ndnist^rf  ^  but  ^^ 
them,Jbe£»^  they  quit  the  house^  to  suoipw  yon 
to  the  Pe^Si.becaufio  ye  dislike  the  eo^i^se  ip^** 
aers>  and  jbhe  ^ifbu^nt  debates  of  th^  Coiaepi^i^a^ 
It  wiU-coiAe  with  you  to  Aat  at  la^^.^iad  tbpse^ 
no  qpo^taqy ^U ;  %  tbeFi^epioh  J^^volftiop^fthai 
ye  set  out,  as  I  have  heatd>.  wjilh  wpfs^jy^Qii^ 
has  apostatized  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  question 
is  no  longer,  whether  mankind  are  entitled  to 
have  liberty  or  e(piality,  but  whether  they  shall 
submit  to  a  military  despotism.  When  things  ar« 
brought  back  to  the  state  of  the  golden  age  of 
the  Eighty-nine,  ye  may  indulge  your  philan- 
thropic poKtics.  But  till  then,  my  Lord,  ye  may, 
with  a  safe  conscience,  support  any  ministers  in 
this  country,  that  set  themselves  against  the  do- 
mineering insolence  of  a  pack  of  licentious  ad- 
venturers^  that  hae  no  other  object  in  view  but 
to  riot  at  Paris,  like  our  own  sailors  at  Ports^ 
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mouth  or  Plymouth,  when  they  receive  pri^e* 
money;*" 

And  with  this  the  conversation  and  interview 
ended;  for  Riversdale  came  away  at  the  same 
dme  with  our  hero^  and  as  they  walked  down 
Lower  Grodvoior-Streetj  tried  to  convince  him, 
that  havihg  once  abandoned  Parliament,  it  would 
be  incondstent  to  take  any  part  again  in  public 
life ;  to  all  which,  Andrew  only  remarked,  '*  Weel, 
\reel,  my  Lord ;  but  make  no  rash  vows,  and  think 
on  what  I  was  saying."^ 
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When  Lord  Riversdale  and  our  hero  had  r<e* 
thred  from  Sandyford-house,  the  Earl  felt  hfanself 
infesistibly  inclined  to  play  them  both  a  little 
pirank.  Accordingly,  he  soon  ^%er  went  to  pay  a 
morning  visit  to  the  Marquis,  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  who  were  to  be  of  his  grand  party. 

^I  am  not  sure,^  said  his  Lordship,  with  afc 
footed  seriousness,  in  conversing  on  the  subject 
urtth  the  oH  peer,  "  that  it  will  exactly  do  for 
me  to  meet  so  many  of  your  ministerial  friends. 
Your  Lordship  knows  that  I  have  had  some  in- 
tention of  resuming  my  Parliamentary  duties,  and 
that  I  have  always  been  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  Whig  side  of  the  House."" 
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"  That  doubt,*"  replied  the  Marquis,  with  a 
complacent  smile,  ''  shews,  indeed,  to  which  side 
of  the  House  your  Lordship  belongs ;  for  none 
of  ours  would  ever  think  his  character  or  princi- 
ples likely  to  become  questionable,  by  meeting  in 
private  life  with  even  the  most  violent  and  dis- 
tinguished of  your  leaders.*" 

"  Nay,""  said  Lord  Sandyford,  ^'  I  had  no 
doubts  on  the  subject  till  Riversdale  called  this 
morning,  evidently  so  much  in  a  vacillating  per- 
plexity, that  our  friend  Wylie  advised  him  to  ask 
the  minister  at  once  to  summon  Mm  to  the  Peers.*" 

'*  You  don''t  say  so  ?"  exclaimed  the  Marquis, 
with  delighted  surprise. 

"  I  do  indeed,  my  Lord,*"  was  the  answer ; 
"  and  it  is  therefore  under  some  apprehension, 
that  the  event  may  be  consummated  when  Rivers- 
dale  meets  the  minister,  that  a  regard  for  the  de- 
licacy of  my  own  political  reputation  makes  me 
question  the  propriety  of  being  of  the  party." 

"  It  is  very  surprising,"  replied  the  Marquis, 
with  solemnity,  "  that  Riversdale  has  never  hint- 
ed any  thing  to  me  on  the  sul^ect.  He  cannot 
but  know  the  pleasure  and  satisfaction  which  I 
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diafl  receive,  on  learning  that  he  has  at  last  re- 
turfied  to  a  due  sense  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of 
the  British  nobility."" 

^^  I  beg  your  Lorddhip^S  pardon,^  said  the 
£arl,  still  preserving  the  gravest  countenance  pos- 
sible. '^  Riversdale  has  not  decidedly  made  up 
his  mind ;  on  tho  contrary,  he  is  as  diffident  as  a 
young  lady  before  ^ving  her  consent,  and  some 
few  caresses  from  the  minister  may  yet  be  requi- 
site to  complete  his  conversion.  But,  my  Lord, 
among  your  expected  guests,  I  do  not  recollect 
that  you  have  named  Wylie.'*' 

"  He  is  not  invited,"  was  the  answer. 

^'  Indeed  i^^  xeplied  Lord  Sandyford,  with  well 
affected  coldness,  ^  I  thought,  donsidering  the 
part  he  has  played  in  the  drama,  of  which  this 
said  dinner  is  the  denouement,  his  absence  wiU  be 
a  blank.  Lady  Sandyford  will  be  hugely  disap- 
pointed.^ 

"  It  did  not  strike  me  in  that  light  before,"'' 
said  the  Marquis ;  ^^  but  I  will  instantly  send 
hiiia  a  card,  though,  between  ourselves,  my  Lord, 
his  manners  are  not  just  in  unison  with  those  of 
the  company  I  expect."" 
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^  You  will  particularly  oUi^e  me  by  inyiting 
him,^  rejoined  the  Earl ;  ^^  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  were  he  brought  more  into  sodety  with  Ri- 
versdale,  the  converaon,  to  which  your  Lordship 
looks  ^rward  with  so  much  ^solicitude,  will  be  the 
sooner  accomplished.'*^ 

The  Marquis,  ahhongh  naturally  dull,  -saw 
through  the  quixzical  humour  of  his  80ii*in-law  ^ 
and  laughing,  said,  ^^  Really,  Sandyford,  I  know 
npt  what  to  make  of  you ;  but  has  Riyersdale  in 
any  degree  changed  his  opinions  P"^ 

"  In  truth,  my  Lord,  I  very  much  suspect  he 
has  unconsciously— «at  least  Wylie  thinks  he  will 
soon  change ;  and  I  place  ^reat  reliance  on  his 
discernment  and  sagacity.  I  would  therefore  ad- 
vise your  Lordship  to  give  ike  minister  a  hint.**^ 

"  Well,  well,  but  joking  aside,''  cried  the  de- 
lighted father,  ''  how  does  it  happen  that  you,  a 
Whig,  should  be  so  anxious  to  be  rid,  as  it  were, 
of  Riversdale." 

"  Because,''  repUed  the  Earl,  *^  when  I  get 
into  office,  I  shall  emjdoy  only  the  sound  and  tine 
of  our  own  party ;  and  I  have  my  doubts  of  Hi- 
versdale." 
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The  Marquis  ag^  p^c^ted  that  the  Earl  was 
pla3ang  with  him,  and  said,  *^  I  see  how  it  is, 
Sandyford ;  you  have  s<»ne  motive  for  wishing  to 
see  your  frigid,  the  member,  along  with  the  mi- 
nister ;  and  all  this  is  but  a  manoeuvre  for  some 
sinister  purpose  that  you  do  not  chpose  to  ex- 
plain.^ 

*^  I  am  sure,^  replied  the  iEarl,  laughing^ 
<<  your  LKKrdship  cannot  suspect  I  entertam  any 
hope  that  Wylie>  by  beii^  brought  into  social  C0B^ 
tact  with  thc'  H^v^^'bovn  Statesman,  wiU  return 
home  a  Whig,  or  think  less  of  liim  as  a  man  tbaa 
asaixdnister?^ 

^^  You  are  a  most  e^^tra^rdmairy  pus^^  San- 
dyford,^ said  the  Mmrqinst  ^^  Knowmg  as  I  d^ 
what  yoUr  party  say  of  my  distiBguifihed  M^od,  I 
should  not  be  surprised  were  you  to  ccmfess  that 
you  really  entertain  some  expectaden  of  seemg 
Wylie^s  c(»i£[deiice  shak^i  in  the  minister's  ta- 
ItaatSy  by  witnessing  how  much  that  eminaii  per^ 
son  can  bend  to  die  common  level  oi  hunum  n»- 
tore  in  the  friendly  momVmts  of  convivial  e<»e; 
for  I  have  all  aloi^  suspected  thUI  you  were  not 
satisfied  to  find  Wylie  arrayed  on  oiur  side,'*' 
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Ah,  my  Lokl,  that  was  a  bold  stroke  of  yours ; 
imd  certainly  i  have  no  reason  to  be  pleased  thai; 
he  has  tnmed  a  Tory,''  replied  the  Earl  waggiah^ 
ly ;  but,  in  truth,  he  had  nev«r  given  the  sutgeot 
a  moments  reflecdon. 

^^  Yes,^  said  the  Marquis,  rubbing  his  hands 
with  glee ;  ^^  I  do  take  some  credit  to  myself  £6x 
that,  as  I  doubt  ilot  your  Lordship  did  intend  to 
return  him  on  your  own  interest.  A  man  tji^  h& 
talents  was  not  to  be  lost  to  the  country.^ 
'  The  Etirl  was  me&us^  at  die  idea  of  the  Mar^ 
quis,  in  sujyposiBg  that  the  integrity  of  WylieVs 
character  was  so  pliant  as  to  be  moulded  by  any 
Parliameliti^  eonnexion ;  and  said  coldly^  as  if 
in  resentment  for  the  reflection  im^^ed  cm  the 
Opposition,  but  in  reality  to  prolong  his  trifling 
with  the  solfrcomplacency  of  tlie  old  peer,  '*  The 
loss  to  tjie  country  is  by  die -side  he  has  choscor.**^ 

The  Marquis  immediatdy  explained,  or,  in 
better  English,  made  an  apology,  and,  of  cousse, 
•the  conversation  was  changed ;  finr  the  good  na- 
ture of  Lord  Sandyford  would  not  allow  him  to 
dally  lotiger  with  trifles,  to  whidi  the  Marquis 
attached  the  most  serious  importance,  and  with 
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whiehrhe  could  not  gofarther,iritiiout  the  risk  of  en- 
opoaclmig  on  fibelings  and  prc^dices,  that  it  would 
bftve  been  as  hopeless  as  crael  to  have  attempted 
to  dumge  or  controrert.  The  consequence,  how- 
ever, of  this  conversation,  was  an  immediate  invi- 
tailion  to  our  hero,  and  a  visit  the  same  afternoon 
fbom  die  Marquis  to  the  minister  to  intimate,  that, 
by  a  few  particular  attentions,  he  had  some  reason 
to  hope  Lord  Riversdale  would  be  found  not  alto- 
gether incorrigible  in  his  polidcid  heresies* 

The  minister,  engrossed  with  the  arduous  tasks 
of  his  great  office  duringa  period  of  rapid  changes 
and  awful  events,  knew  little  of  the  character  of 
LordRiversdale.  He  onlyreodlected,  that  several 
years  before,  when  his  Lordship  ent^^  Parlia- 
ment, he  had  heard  him  spoken  of  as  a  young  no- 
bleman of  very  promising  talents,  but  infected  with 
revolutionary  opinions.  He  was  therefore  pleased 
to  receive  so  favourable  an  account  of  the  state  of 
his  sentiments,  and  congratulated  the  Marquis  dn 
the  prospect  of  seeing  the  good  (dd  English  prin- 
cipka  of  his  fiunfly  inherited  by  a  son  able  and 
^lalified  to  support  them  with  vigour  and  dignity. 
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In  the  meantime  La^  Sandyford  had  received 
an  account  firom  the  Earl  of  the  conyersatkma  of 
the  morping^  and  fire^y  acknowledged  that  her 
opinions^  both  as  to  his  charactear  and  that  of  heir 
brother^  coincided  with  those  of  our  hero  ;  while 
she  could  not  refrain  fieom  jocularly  x&xxoikBtxt^ntS 
widi  his  Lordship  for  indulging  hirwa^gg€9cy  at 
the  expence  of  her  fS»th^^  whom  Ae  was  appre- 
hensive might  in  consequence  be  brouj^t  mt|> 
some  ^F]^wa]:d  dijqiipista  mitk  t^<^  mmim 
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OixR  hcro^  on  the  day  of  the  Maiquk  <^  Av^ 
f  s  banket,  ariiYed  a  short  time  before  Lord 
and  Lady  Sandyford.    The  piuie^al  gaeslg  were 
ahready  assemUed ; ,  and  amoi^  than  the  Pre^ 
mier,  iniHi  gevetal.of  the  other  ministers  who  had 
recdved  inTitatkms.    When  Andrew  was  an^ 
nonncedy  his  name,  as  one  of  the  Marquises  new 
members,  naturally  excited  the  attention  of  the 
politicians;  and  he  perceived,  on  e^eting  the 
drawii^-room,  that  his  appearance:  did  not  pto^ 
duce  the  most  revecential  impression.on  the  minmr 
Btate&Anen,  Bnt  die  Miniirter^widi  that  bright  and 
penetnitii^  look  for  which  he  was  so  remarkable^ 
darted  at  him  akeen  andinquiative  glance ;  and, , 
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as  soon  as  Andrew  had  made  his  bow  to  their  no- 
ble host,  crossed  the  &)or  towards  him.  ^^  His 
strides,^  as  our  hero  himself  described  them, 
^^  were  as  stiff  and  as  long  as  a  splinkey  laddie^s 
staUdng  on  stilts  r  and,without  being  introduced, 
he  immediately  Altered  into  conyersation  wUh 
him,  in  so  condescending  a  mannar  that  Wylie 
f^t  it  as  particular. 

The  acute  and  pedagogue  aspect  of  thi^  ff^9t 
man  was  not  calculated  to  conciliaie  at  first  sig^  ; 
but  there  was  a  diarm  in  the  urbanity  qf  hi$  voioe^ 
and  the  full  rouaoded  harmcaiy  of  his  Jangmi^, 
which  ahnest  perstuiKled  the  stranger  that  the  mea- 
gre matomy  of  his  figure  was  myeiited  witji  BOMig- 
nMcence  and  dignity.  The  moBuent.  thst  ihe  Fi?e- 
mier  qxdte,  our  hero  felt  the  fiill  force  of  ijte  io^- 

ence;  and  f(n*  some  time  stood  overpowered^  at  ciQoe 
by  its  «£foets  and  the  sense  of  anaffittj^tytop  lur- 
lificial  to  be  agceealde.^  The  calm  s^ust^ned  v«ioe 
and  measured  sentences  gave  him^indeed^ii  ^^^H^p^g 
of  the  existence  of  a  faculty  fiur  superior  to  d^  ipi^e 
various  and  impassioned  doquence  whid^  6op$ia<m- 
ally  burst  from  L^d  Sandyfi>rdi;  but  Uii4^  jSbVl  ^e 
acquired  habits  and  accomplishments  of  the  minis^ 
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lar^hdinioitii^iy  4ijN»Tmrdd  thftt  Io%  pride  whidi 
constituted  the  hmA  featisres  of  Ids  diaracter,  and 
be  would  hftve  reti^eated  from  his  coiidesc^isiim. 
This,  however,  the  other  w»s  detennirjed  not  to 
{Mavmit ;  for  he  had  made  hims^  in  some  degree 
iequainted  with  the  history  and  talents^of  all  the 
new  members  retur&ed  at  the  late  dection,  and 
had  received  a  strong  impression,  but  notaltoge-: 
th^  a  correct  one— -for  it  was  chiefly  from  the 
Alaiqtiis^-of  t&e  pxifessional'  address  and  gene- 
tal  'abifity  of  our  heto,  and  was  resolved  to  cuL 
livitte  his  acquaintance  partieuhitly. 
^  He  had  therefot^,  as  we  have  mentioned,  im- 
2O0dbtdly  acMreifged  him  in  a  distinguished  man^ 
ner, — ^flatteringly  on  those  tc^ics  with  which  he 
ooncdved  him  to  be  best  informed.  But  neither 
l^  l^oiesidonal '  sdbje«^» — ^nor  by  public  affairs-— 
nor  by  die  principles  of  political  eccmomy — nor 
by  die  beiauties  of  classic  i^ratore^-nor  by  the 
ancient  or  modem  history  of  England^  or  of  Eu- 
rope— ^no,  not  by  one  of  all  the  diflferent  tests 
iriUdi  he  was  in  the  practice  of  ^iplying  to  stran- 
gers, especially  to  young  members  of  Parliem^t,^ 
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any  degree  cortespciaAsd  w^  thet  ofomien  lie  hmA 
been  taught  to  form  of  Wylie^s  intelligence  flaid 
s^aeity ;  and  he-  was  on  the  pcnnt  of  tmmiijg 
away  from  him,  ta  inqum  <tf  the  Marqsde  If  tlw 
was  indeed  the  new:  m^nber  &r  JKcWort,  of  .w|icm 
his  Lorddtnp  had i^ken inten&a of  su^  admi« 
ration  and  respect,  whe&  LqskI  and  Lady  Sm^dtfn 
£ard  were  annonneed. 

The  moment  the  Bail  enlered.the  irobm^  be 
saw  Andrew^a  embamu^Enjmt,  as:  he  stood  wllfe 
the  Frcanier,  like,  as  his  Lordb^p  often.said^va 
guinea-pig. beside  a  camdeppafd  m  the  plalea  of 
some  cheap  edition  of  Bul^i  wd  idoMist  ittttMN 
diately  joined  th^n. 

The  Minister  was  sli^l;  acqisaiBted  wiAt  tbo 
Earl,  he  had  heard  of  his  t^iit%^atid  he  laiew  Us 
history.  He  accordingly  addressed  him  in  id» 
best  and  freest  manner  ;  insomuch^  that  ouv  hero 
could  not  but  admire  the  tact  and  spirit  with  which 
his  Lc^dship^s  peeidiarities  were  so 'dcstexoad^ 
treated^  whil^  at  the  same  time  he  was  nnnai 
sdously  oMiged  to  notice  the  atrtting  coatrast 
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wl  tbe  fmaadi  a»d  dalwatpd  .4iiBbi%  of  the 


When  the  finst  salutAticmd.inn^  over^.&e  Eaadi 
k^dc)id  «(iffnly  at  Aadiew,  a9  ho  jwid  to.  the  Mt? 
mstfir^  ^^  I  hope  my  firiciul  Wyfiei&tQ  Bwre  the 
eddtesa  on  the  King's  speeehf  HelooksA^if  you 
had  beea  sayuig  be  waa  caqpeeied  to  da  8o.r 

^^  If  it  would  afford  any  giatificatiatL  to  you* 
Loardship  that  Mr  Wylie  should  nudniake  the 
tadk^  tm  airaagement  >uay.  b>  amdo  fac  that,  peg* 
poeef^' replied  th^  iftfimst^« , 

The  Earl  bdvedt  and  Bttdf  vidi  a  simle  that 
trae<fi^  as  it  va^neaiil^  ^^  I  £«i  have  no  wish  to 
mt^i^e  with  Miy  misistearial  arraugemeet  T  And 
he  added,  in  a  still  gayet  strain^  ^^  But.  J  should 
like  tahear  wbat/view  my  friend  would  tdbe  of  the 
^qpedimcy  of  ceatHmipg  the  m^f  the  uaual.^^ 
on  eveh  womaBB.'^ 

«'  1  £uwy^''  Teidied  Andauswy '^ihaA  tboe  can 
be.lHlie  dauht  »f;  thit  jej^cdieofif  fi«  a  twehea 
mMudk  or  fie  yet*'^ 

'  ''.Yctr  «ciaawed..tl»^lniite^  siaruikfaDdi 
the  word  and.  the  maimer  in  whidi  it  was 
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ii0i^.,-.((  Do  you  then  tiunk  tlurt  the  contmuaaee 
of  the  war  ov^^  not  to  be  tqjidftted  l^  ev«Bt8«R— 
ought  not  to  be  contingent  on  the  devekfaneBt^'af 
eupcuiii8taace6^P-^*«nd  that  it  is  so  goyemed  fay 
natund  laws  as  to  partdoe  in  some  degree  of  tile 
nature  and  duration o£an  orgaaiaedexistenoe  ?'^ ' 

^  Just;  so,^  sir,^  replied  the  new  nuBmber,  ^^<  £mB 
all  the  wild  fire  of  the  French  Be^okition  is  burnt 
•ut ;  and Booey,  ihe sorrow, thougfahe  calls  Iiim^ 
self  a^onsul,  is  jwat  a  king ;  all  things  are  setdiag 
kitcraldngiy  oixicar  again,  biit  n^  of  a  ptsceaibfa 
sort ;  on  that  account,  a  peaee  is,  I^  thtnVing^ 
the  imly  way  of  carrying  imUhemmi'^    • 

<^  Howiso?''  mid  Loid  Saad]€0ird)  iiiteiMDid 
by  the  remark,  and  by  the  dfect  whidi^it^aa^tted 
to  psodttcecnthe  stalesman^  ^     .. 

^  ^^ JBeduise,^ rspli^ ceurhevo^  ^^ th^^frame^of ^jgo^ 
vemment  that^s  nowiin  Fcanoeisthe  tveatuM^^ 
the  public  ojanion  which  wad  begotton^  but  of  the 
events  iH  theiwar;  and  it  ia  oidy  adiqftted  for  a 
state  of  tribulation  and  wiBxAre;  and^thenefttte^'lf 
ye  wish  to  see  the  downfal  of  Bbaey^rdombaopy 
ye  must  subgeet  it  tx>  a  'change  of  pdUic  4pim6B, 
ixfasnge  will  grow  iOuttufta^rtate  art>«acei 
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'But  I  Ii8Te  a  nodon  that  it^s  no  just  expedienlt 
yet  toxxnne  to  terms  with  him;  he  most  be  ailoot 
to  fbel'Umsek  more  settled;  ye  must  give  faim 
length  eBtape^  Aat  he  may  grow  a  Httle  moa!ie  un- 
tearaUe  before-  ye  make  peace ;  £ot  i^s  only  by 
letting  the  wud  deevil  {f  a  body  bdUeve  it  may  do 
what  it  likesy  that  ye're  to  wik  him  and  hislegions 
into  the  snare  o^  destmction.  His  power  is  only  to 
be  cast  down  by  his  own.folly ;  and  ye  maun  sub> 
mit  to  make  peace  befyve^  just, to  let  the  world 
eee  that.his  systeai  is  no  one  which  can  be  endu* 
red  in  peace.  In  short,  it^s  my  conceit  tbat  th«*e 
cim  be  no  durable  peace  contracted  with  rampa- 
geous soldiers ;  and  what  will  France  do  with  all 
hex  armies  in  a  time  of  peace  ?  She^U  just  gang 
again  to  war,  and  the  world  will  rise  in  a  rage  to 
put  her  down,  as  a  wild  beast  that  must  be  driven 
into  a  den  and  muzzled  there.*^ 

The  Minister  said  nolliing ;  but  when  Lady 
Sandjrford  came  up,  and  drew  Andrew  aside  to 
speak  to  him  concerning  some  little  affidr  that  she 
wished  him  to  do  for  her,  he  remained  for  some 
time  thoughtful,  and  then  addressed  himself  to 
Lord  Sandyford,  saying,  "  Mr  Wylk  has  placed 
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iheexpedieiuyQfttdangpeab&wilh  Frtoce  in  "a 
tangolar  point  of  Tier.  IpereeiTethstliedeserTeB 
loBli^chliracter;  alfltbiighliettuiaoquiraneiite 
fiir  bdowmedkxsity,  and  in  the  oataiaiUe  gKtter  cf 
tal^t  greatly  infisrior  to  mauymen,  vho  can  form 
no  imch  conceptbn  of  tliat  poiiqrvv'hicli  lutu^ 
nderatiGiis  may  vender  it  qspedient'to  ndcfptT" 

Dinner  wm  aanounceSTiaidJn  tddng^liis  seai 
at  the  table,  the  Minister  pkocd  himelf  beside 
our  faetOy  abd  titeted  him  with  dial  ^?eedom  irlddi 
e(mdtttated  one  of  dm  ponceiftd  dianss  o£  his  pri^ 
Tate  life.  - 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


A  7MSSLY.T8. 


LoBi>  Bxvxms&AifE^  ficom  a  pvtientiment  saA* 
oj^.^ij^ex  &am  ^the  predicdon  of  our  hero,  or 
J&bm  some  consdoiusiiess.of  a  change  within  him- 
self, whidi  he  was  ayerse  to  acknowledge,  did  not 
make  his  ajqpearance  in  the  drawing-room ;  and  in 
taking  his  seat  at  the  dbmer-table,  kept  as  fiur 
aloof  as  possible  from  the  Minister,  in  atdet  to 
avoid  the  seduction  of  his  attentions.  The  Earl 
of  Sandyford  suspecting  the  Viscount's  feelings, 
and  his  own  playful  dispositiim  having  be^  ire- 
newed  to  a  boyish  giuety,  from  the  time  of  his 
re^imion  with  the  Coimtess,  he  could  not  resist  the 
temptation  of  Ininging  him  at  once  into  commit 
nion  with  the  statdy  Premier.    Accordingly,  as 
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he  happened  to  dt  next  ]EUTer8dale,  heobeearred 
to  him  that  hk  acknowledgments  to  the  MiniBter^s 
salutation  were  so  cold  and  distant,  that  it  muat 
have  attracted  the  noike  of  all  pvesent ;  and  that 
people  might  think  it  weak  of  him  to  infringe  the 
ledprocities  of  social  life  by  snch  a  decided  m«iii^ 
festation  of  political  prejudice.  This  was  qiute 
enough  to  make  Biversdale  change  his  whole  de- 
meanour : — from  that  moment  he  used  imuiine*^ 
rahle  litde  artifices  of  address  to  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  the  statesman,  and  not  long  without  eflfect, 
for  the  quick  ^e  and  qtdeker  mind  of  the  Minister 
ahnost  instantaneously  discovered  that  Riyersdale 
was  actuated  by  smne  modre ;  and  under  the  im- 
pression which  the  Marquis  had  given  him  of  a 
change  in  the  Viscounf  s  opinions,  he  attnbated 
his  attentions  to  that  source.  A  most  ddightfU 
equivoque  of  defSerenee  and  submission  on  the  part 
of  the  Viscoimt,  and  of  compliments  and  coisiie- 
nes  on  that  of  tfie  Premier,  was.  in  coiiseqaence 
performed  between  them,  to  the  infinite  anme- 
nient  of  Lord -Sandy ftrd.  Things,  indeed^  went 
so  far,  that  our  hero  became  interested  in  the 
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retsitit  i  not,  kowerer,  mispectixig  ike  cause,  tiU  he 
happened  to  observe  the  arch  roguery  with  whidi 
the  Earl  was  watching  the  progress  of  the  scene. 
:>  *'  I  think  thut  Xiord  Biversdale,^  said  the  menv- 
ber,  whisperingiy  to  the  Minister,  ^^  would  not  be 
iltpleased  to  move  the  address  in  the  Poers-^-ye 
«honld  give  him  a  siunmons.^ 

This  was  soonewhat  in  a  plainer  and  more  point 
blank  stjledian  statesmen  are  accustomed  to  re- 
ceire  suggestions ;  but  the  Fiesaet  had  by  this 
time  fonned  a  correct  opinion  of  Wylitfs  down- 
^ht  diiuracter,  and  obsen^ed,  laagfaki^,  at  per- 
ceiving that  the  motives  of  his  roc^irocities  with 
BiTersdale  weore  so  deaorly  seen  through,  ^  Will 
you  propose  die  thing  to  him  ?^ 

^^  111  no  olgect  to  do-  that ;  biit  ye  should  drst 
try  to  shew  him  that  ye^re  no :  continuing  the 
vaor  against  the  liberties  of  manUad,^  was  the  re- 
fiy. 

The  Minister  was  still  more  diverted  by  thui 
nmark,  and  said,  *'  In  that  case,  I  can  ahploy  no 
better  argament  than  your  own  in  the  drawing- 
room.^ 
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Lord  Sandy&rd,  obsorving  the  uiider  tone  iii 
which  this  brief  dialogue  was  cairied  on,  partly 
guessed  the  subject,  and  shook  his  head  signifi- 
•cooily  to  WyBe;  nothing  farther,  howeter,  took 
jtlaiee  wMe  the  ladiea  renudned  at  talde,  &r  tte 
Minister  began  to  condole  with  the  Dndhess  of 
Dashingwell,  who  sat  at  his  ]%ht  hoa^  osr  the 
necesfflty  be  should  be  nnder  of  impenng  some 
new  tax,  affecting  to  considt  Jier  Grace  whetiicr 
cats  as  weU  as  dogs  might  not  be  rendeeed  pn>- 
ductive  to  the  reventie,  amnnnig  her  widi  Iiis  bat- 
dmage,  to  wUdi,  with  a  sort  of  jocalar  ^ocnI 
taste,  he  gave  an  air  of  officiid.fi)rmalit3r,  tfaotiKHQi 
adiairably  in  diaractarwith  hisownpecoliar  maxb. 
ners. 

When  the  ladies  had  redred,  he  took  en  oppor- 
tonity  to  advort  to  some  recent  explosion  €£  po- 
polar  feeling,  remarking  with  sineentjr,  that^  -ptior 
to  the  American  war,  the  European  govemmedits 
were  so  strong,  that  they  undervakied  insurrec- 
tions ;  but  that  since  the  French  Bevolmioa, 
there  was  some  danger  of  fidling  into  the  opposite 
error,  and  that  many  of  the  harmless  ebuDitioiu 


A  FS08ELTTE.  93 

of  the  popWkceran  the  rmk  of  being  considered 
as  political  dangers.  The.perfect  clearness,  beau- 
ty, and  candour,  with  which  this  "waa  stated,  exci- 
ted the  admiration  of  all  present,  and  was  in 
charming  unison  with  the  sentiments  of  Xiord  Rl- 
versdale.  Eren  the  Earl  of  fiandyford,  who  had 
no  particular  esteem  for  the  Minister,  was  delight- 
ed alike  with  the  liberality  of  the  senliimenty  and 
the  inimitaMe  elegance  and  perspicuity  dP  the  il- 
lustratioi^  Our  hero  alone  had  any  suspidon 
oi  the  design  tor  which  it  was  made ;  but  he  sat^ 
also  in  admiration,  less,  however,  o£theM9>t^&^, 
than  of  the  address  q£  the  speakar. 

^  The  conversataon  then  naturally. diy^ged  to 
subjects  conujected  with  popular  govenimenta,.  in 
"which  the  Earl  hore  a  distinguished  pi^,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  on  the  vanity  of  popularity,  wiA 
-such  perfect  grace,  that  every  <me  who  heard  him, 
d^lored,  in  th^ir  own  minds,  that  such  superior 
talents  should  have  so  long  been  misapplied.  In 
illustration  of  his  o^nions^  he  r^eated,— - 

"'  For  what  is  glory^  but  the  blaze  of  fame^ 
•  The  people's  praise^  if  always  praise  unmixed  ? 
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And  ^hat  the  ^e6p\e,  btit  *  li^vd  confiiied^ 

A  miscellaneous  rabble^  ^ho  extol 

Things  vulgar,  and  well  weigh'd,  scarce  worth   the 

praise? 
They  praise,  and  they  admire^  they^know  not  what. 
And  know  not  whom,  but  as  one  leads  the  other  ; 
And  what  delight  to  be  by  such  extoU'd, 
To  Hre  upon  their  tongues,  and  be  their  talk. 
Of  whom,  to  be  dispraised,  were  no  small  praise  ?'' 

**  Were  it  not,''  sidd  the  Minister,  "  that  Mil- 
ton was  a  republican,  I  should  think,  from  the 
rhythm  and  dignity  of  these  verses,  that  they 
were  of  his  composition. — Is  it  an  imitation  by 
your  Lordship  ?" 

"  They  are  really  Milton's,''  replied  the  £arl ; 
^^  and  these  sentiments,  he  ascribes  to  the  Savi- 
our, in  answer  to  the  temptations  of  Satan,  and 
in  his  work  which  he  most  esteemed, — ^Paradise 
Hegained*" 

"  If  that^s  the  case,  they  must  have  been  dic- 
tated by  a  penitent  spirit,  for  he  would  not  put 
any  thing  in  the  mouth  of  the  Saviour,  that  hie* 
did  not  believte  nor  venerate,"  said  our  hero. 
"  He  may,  in  his  younger  days,  have  been  a  re- 
publican, like  many  other  clever  lads ;  but  I  doubt. 
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yfAi  such  notM^ftef  tlie  kistalnlity  of  popular  opi^. 
nkm,  he  didna  depart  this  life  in  that  delusion.^ 
And  in  saying  this,  Andrew  lodked  across  the  ta^ 
ble  to  Lord  lUyersdale,  who  sat  in  a  state  of 
strange  pleasure,  at  heating  it  so  ingeniously  aver- 
red, that  Milton  had  probably  lived  to  repent  his 
repuUican  enthusiasm. 

WyUe^s  remark  gave  the  Minister  his  clue,  and 
with  that  felicity  of  exposition^  which  transcended 
all  Greek  and  Roman  fame  in  orat^»ry,  he  took,  in 
his  most  captivatiilg  colloquial  manner,  a  general  ^ 
view  of  the  progress  of  the  French  Revoluticm, 
and  dexterously  interweaving  the  si^estions  of 
our  hero,  with  respect  to  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  demonstrated  to  the  entire  sa^tisfaction  of 
L^  Riversdale,  that  whatever  was  the  opinion 
of  the  opponents  of  Government,  as  to  the  origin  - 
of  the  war  on  the  part  of  England,  the  apostacy 
of  France  from  her  own  principles  had  been  so 
d^oided  in  its  character,  so  violent  in  its  efiPects, 
and  had  carri^  her  so  far,  or^  as  Mr  Burke  said 
of  that  emigration  of  opinions  which  characterize 
the  new  Whigs,  had  so  trani^rted  her  beyond 
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Atnora  and  the  Ganges,  that  England,  merely  by 
remdnkig  stationary  in  Her  principles,  was  evi- 
dently become  the  champicm  of  whatever  existed^ 
in  the  world,  of  liberty,  of  order,  and  of  hononrl 

The  effect  of  this  eicposition  was  irresistible  <m 
the  wavermg  mind  ci  Riiversdale,  and  when  Par^ 
liament  met,  the  prophecy  -of  Wylie  was  in  the 
main  part  fulfilled.  His  Loidship  was  called  up 
to  the  Peers  by  summons,  and  though  he  did  not 
move  the  adsiress,  yet  he  took  his  platiee  on  the 
ministeriid  ^de  <^  the  House,  without  exci^g  the 
6%htest  observation.  His  old  friends  had,  indeed 
been  accustomed  fin:  years  to  consid^  him  as  en-  * 
t&ely  donated  from  their  party,  or  Tatfaer  as  ha- 
vhtgnever  joined  it,  while  the  members  of  his  &- 
therms  side,  regarded  his  accescoon  as  the  natural 
result  of  the  hereditary  politics  of  the  £iimily. 
Much,  thel^re,  as  the  Marq^  of  Avonside  es« 
teemed  dur  hero,  for  the  pairt  he  had  taken  m  the 
reconeiMadon  <^  Lord  and  Lady  8andyford,  he 
regai^ded  the  conversicm  of  hi»  son  as  confisrring  a 
f^^^l<bater  oUigation,  e^eciidfywhen  diie  Mini- 
stol]tformed  his  Lordship,  M^  he  considered  it 

3.   , 
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to  Ixftve  been  effected  by  the  singular  shrewdness 
with  which  Wyfie  had  thrown  out  the  hints  that 
had  enabled  himself  to  speak  with  so  much  effect 
to  the  undecided  dispoeiticms  of  the  Viscount 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


THE  DISCLOSURE. 


Fortune  poured  her  comuco^  so  liberally 
around  our  hero,  that  honours  and  riches  seemed 
to  he  at  his  acceptance ;  for  although  no  particu- 
lar appearance  of  patronage  was  shewn  to  himself 
on  the  part  of  Lord  and  Lady  Sandyford,  still 
they  both  felt  themselves  so  much  his  debtors, 
that  the  powerftd  influence  of  their  respective  re- 
lations and  connexions  was  unweariedly  exerted 
to  promote  his  advancement.  They  often,  how- 
ever, remarked  to  each  other,  that  there  was  some- 
thing about  him  which  could  not  be  easily  ex- 
plained. The  Earl  had  at  one  time  imagined 
that  his  rigid  frugality  was  dictated  by  a  sordid 
desire  of  riches ;  but  the  warmth  of  feeling  which 
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W  had  sheim  on  iso  JMmjr  ^diffBaBttit  occasioiift  bad 
loi^  obHten^!  e^^ery  nfic  tif  that  flfnnion ;  and 
he  saw  that  Wjclie  coold  not  Mhf  be  libeEal,  bnt 
eveii  BM^re^^-^xMiiafictaBti  Onii^arlidceitooeimed 
to  his  LorddUpi^lhat  thtie^naajiegEee  of  qratan 
in  tiie  flimplidit;  jq£  bis  maimeQi^  jtzangdy  at  va>» 
riance  vith  his  muty  in  cidtiyatiiig  the  acquaint- 
aace  of  pecsoBBtxfnnxdL«iid.fashiQnw 

^^  I  haye  an  idea,^  saidhe^  in  speahiiig  on  the 
subject  one  day;  te  the  Countess^  ^  to  confer  on 
him  i^hat  I  think  Jie  iftxll  estaeem  an  hooour ;  for 
it  appears  to  m^  ihat  Ite  attaches  moie  valsie  to 
diose  tihings  whldLgiTe  him  pesnBonal  conseqaetice 
than  to  any  «Drt  of  peconiary  favours.'^ 

What  his  Lordship  meant  was  not  then  ex- 
^buiied  \  hixt.a^e  ikoedAer^  when  die  Countess 
had  presi^xted  Inm  wi&  an  heii^  he  declared  his 
intention  to  tionniiate  Wylie  one  ai  the  sponsors. 
^'  For,"^  said  the  EaiU  ^^  as  we  have  no  chance 
of  getdi^  a  fairy  Jiow-ardaysy  I  do.  not  think  we 
shall  be  able  to  do  foetterv"*  *     ^ 

The  Countasa  amited^  and  said  gravely,  ^^  I  shall 
rcgouae  to  obtain  so  honest  a  friend  for  our  dear 
boy»  mad  pledged  to  be  his  friend  by  the  sacred 
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oUigatkmof  thelMipCiaiiialyowB;  batifWyl 
a  Presbyteriaii,  I  fear,  femi  the  iategnty  of 
character,  that  he  will  dedme  your  offer.^ 

At  this  juncture  of  the  conyersatioii,  thel>u<2he86 
of  Dashingwell  happened  to  call,  and  on  die  sab- 
ject  being  mentioned,  her  Grace  said,  ^^  Like 
Lord  Sandyford,  I,  too,  have  remariiLed,  that  be- 
neath his  simplicity,  he  has  not  <Hily  the  slyness 
o£  a  fox,  but  the  ambition  of  an  ancient  person- 
age, too  shocking  to  be  named  to  ears  polite.^ 

^^  Sometimes,^  interposed  the  Countess,  *^  it 
has  occurred  to  me,  when  I  have  observed  the 
indifference  with  which  he  regarded  our  ftmale 
friends,  that  he  had  formed  some  secret  attach- 
ment. 

^^  Your  Ladyship,^  cried  the  Duchess,  *^  has 
hit  the  right  mark.  I  do  now  r^oaember  some- 
thing of  the  sort ;  and  the  wizard  of  a  creature 
had  the  power  not  only  to  make  me  his  confidante, 
but  by  some  irresistible  spell  to  constrain  me  to 
become  his  advocate.  I  do  not  well  recollect  what 
ensued,  or  how  the  matter  ended ;  but  I  have  at 
this  moment  in  my  mind^s  eye  a  beautiful  Scottish 
gbl,  at  one  of  my  assemblies,  leaning  on  the  arm 
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^  an  old  maidai-aunt,  who  had  a  neck  like  a 
bundle  of  bamboo-canes.  I  forget  their  names^ 
and'  all  other  circumstances — Bless  me  !  what  a 
memory  I  have  !^But  Wjlie  was  up  to  the  ears 
in  love  with  the  niece— -I  think  he  said  from  child^ 
hold.  We  must  put  him  to  the  question  on  the 
subject" 

While  her  Ghrace  was  thus  rattling  away  with 
her  wcmled  good  humour,  the  Earl  and  Countess 
exchanged  expressiye  glances.  Neither  of  them 
were  inclined  to  explain  before  the  Duchess  what 
was  passing  in  thar  minds ;  but  when  she  had 
retired,  his  L<»rdship  exclainied,  ^^  The  Dudiess 
of  Dashingwell  is  certainly  as  arrant  a  chattel,  as 
ever  ocmstituted  any  part  of  household  furniture. 
But  a  bright  flake  or  two  of  observation  fell  &om 
her  in  this  last  shower  of  talk,  that  has  thrown 
some  new  %ht  on  Wylie^s  conduct  If  it  be 
true  that  he  was  in  love  some  years  ago,  I  would 
bet  ten  to  one  we  shall  discover  some  equally  wise 
and  romantic  motive  at  the  bottom  of  the  princi- 
ples, by  which  he  has  been  so  long  and  so  con- 
stantly actuated.  But  we  must  treat  him  warily.'^ 
'     While  our  hero,  was  thus  the  subjegt  <^  conver- 
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satkm,  lie  was  aEBiu>inioed;  mKlafterl^eftrst-'Baki* 
tsttcms  were  over,  and  wMte  Wwag  adaiiiit^'die 
infitfitin  tlie  lap  g£  ks  modiex^  tiie  £«rl  ««id  to 
him,  ^WyHe^wffl  70a  hate  aiqrolj«ctidat(»0lmid 
god&tlier  to  the  £tde  felew  P"" 

'^  I  Ambt,^  nfitied  Andfew,  ^it%  so  in  my 
power.  I  am  no  sure  of  the  nature  of  goMldiers 
mi  godmoihars.  But  ye  ahnftddiia  ^biid:  that  I 
diereby  cagt  any  reflttettm  a)kb^  cm  ihrnt  &r  die 
odier  p*dadc  doxies  of  tfce  Eii^iih«  Bat  AKHigli 
I  cnmot  aecept  the  g>^  faowfur  your  Lord^dp 
has  pn^KMondedy  gude  ib^te  me  if  I  si^^  Ant 
sponsors  are  forbii^m  in  di^'tien  eMimttnds.* 

The  Bail  ]ixd»d  and^Moiled  to  £4%  Sandf- 
.ftml^and  iSies  said,  in  U^  mo^  gencmmff  maimar, 
^  This  1^1^  {oincq^e  ti^kes  me  to  iseqieet  yoa 
UKttethMef^;  and  I  no#  suspect/ Wylie;  ibst 
t&e  state  of  seU^deniid  in  %faidi  yon  Hve  hsB  its 
ibondaiion  in  sonie  ikribifer  motive  th a  I  have  yet 
been  aUe  to  dtscdver.  I  Imire  never  he^sti  you 
<pttak  <^  your  ftndly,  n^  have  yon  onee  ailted 
my  inlenMk  fai  belndf^any  ^riend.^ 

AjidrewbliidsgdsMghdyat'ddsTanttrk,  iE^ 
'^  I  have  ni»  friends  %>  &sh  ydipt  Lor^fa^  sboot.*^ 
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^VBot,""  resumed  A»  £«d^  in  it  gjijrer  tsmtj 
^  theDocbess  of  DaBhmgydi,  "dbo  -vasBfise-Ais 
Bumiingy  JM6  bem  tdffibig  us^  rdiit  elie  aecdUMs 
OTBrtlmig  rf.  your  l)cin9  fai  Jove  seicoil  years 

TkB  confifiBHiii  «itk  vindb  oar  Ii«o  looked,  lefi 
110  dimltfl  JEL^  iBiiid^f  ^the  £» 
ke  *«»  on.die ixnut  of  sa^iaspin  bacnter,  ^  Ibivs 
i!ooii:bteBL  dia&todf ^  wliiaL  soddeiOsir  nooOtetixiff 
lhe>Iiiim]ity  oC  tbe  rconiliildcBi  61011 1^^  he  bad 
bimadf  ]Hi8ed;biin,  be  d^eolced  Ae  lenly  of  bis 
nmmfr.  uhI  said  j&cAxiatdht«  '^  If  dnve^  aae 

nrfhfflwejcaiLimpBDnre  mr  ehaage,  wby  do  yoittiot 
eaqphni  jsaaaradf  ?  Lady  SmMtyford  and  m^lf 
aire  you  n  cUbt  vloeb  ire  can  never  adequately 
sqisyr  You  abinild  add  to  yoixr  other  IdadiiesBe!^ 
lfe£nk)iir  of  letlaiig  tu  knovr  in  wbat  mavner  we 
cut  eimiabalie  to  yoiir  bi^piiiesa.^ 
.  J0«r,bn»IftltliiatbeMtai<'^^3bMitattaia^ 
ibe  sunmnty-fbr  iduchbe:badBo  lotq^andaD  pert- 
a»iwaii|^  atatngg^ed*  l/S^tbaat  becedhxry  m^ 
MsioaiHHintfaeiit.lbejdFairtagea  of  edueatiaa*^ 
and  iadiouti;bo/{MBian9TO      any  of  ibat  sploii- 
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dour  of  talent,  whidi  is  deemed  so  e^sentul*  to 
saoo^  in  the  iMrtli  of  honourable  disdliotioiiy  he 
had  acqnbed  adegreeof  persomd  cdoMqaeoce  that 
placed  him  on  a  level  inA  Mary  CXaudi^llijaB ; 
*  and  for  the  first  time,  not  onty  to  any  fiiend,*  but 
also  to  Umsdf,  did  he  avow  the  force  of  that  at- 
tadunent,  which,  in  ihe  earnest  parsmt'criT  the 
means  to  indd^  and  to.  dignify^  he  had  scasreiy 
allowed  himself  to  cherish,  even  winle  it  eonstita- 
ted  the  actdating  principle  of  his  Sfe.  Xord'and 
Lacfy  Sahdyfiird  admired  the  deEcacy  witfi  wUeh 
he  admowkdged  the  secret  motire  citas  prefierencs 
for  the  society  of  the  el^ant  and  the  nohle,  wireti  he 
describedthe  lowlinessof  his  own  origimdconffitidn, 
contrasted  with  the  rank  'c£  l3ie  Crai^and  fiunily. 
"  But  now,"  sfid  he^  "  if  you  will  complete  the  work, 
wl^h,  unknown  to  yourselves,  you  have  patro- 
nized so  long,  I  would  fiun  heg  df  you  to  iend 
your  countenance  to  gain  for  me  some  jmrtion  of 
that  consideration  among  my  old  friends,  wli^ 
neither  money  nor  mannen^  dm  command.  In 
^(HTt,  my  Lord  and  Leddy,  by  the  Uessing  of 
Heaven,  thrbu^  your  instruinentidity,  I  am  now 
in  a  condition  to  make  proposals  to  Miss  Cnn- 
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niiif^iiMfiv.;  but  die  belongs  to  an  ancient  fiunily, 
and  beforehand  I  would  like  to  satisfy  both  her 
and  her  friends,  that  I  do  not  presume  altcq^edier 
cm  die  weight  of  my  purse,  to  think  myself  no 
disparagement  to  thdbr  pride  and  antiquity.  But 
there^s  another  thing— It^s  no  my  design  to  make 
any  proposals  to  her,  if  I  think  that  either  the 
world^s  pelf  or  patronage  would  alone  rule  her  to 
aooeptme.^ 

^^  That,^  said  the  Earl,  ^^  is  really  carrying 
your  refinement  a  little  too  fiur.  How  are  you  to 
discover  that  she  is  to  be  won  by  any  purer  in- 
fluence P  Have  youany  reason  to  believe  that  the 
attaehment  is  mutual  ?"* 

^^  111  no  be  so  self-concdted  as  to  say,^  replied 
WyUe ;  ^^  but  we  have  had  some  colleaguing  tot 
gether,  which,  if  remembered  in  the  spirit  of  kind- 
ness, will  be  quite  satisfitctory  to  me.^ 

And  he  then  recounted  those  incidents  of  his 
early  history  which  we  have  so  drcumstantially 
described ;  but  with  so  much  more  wit  and  hu- 
mour, Aat  both  his  Lordship  and  die  Countess 
were  ready  to  expire  with  laughter ;  and  declared, 
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honour  through  mf  other  diainielr  although  Aat 
of  her  &ther  presented  one  easy  and  obvious.  Still 
so  great  was  her  solicitude  on  this  suligect,  tiiat 
she  could  not  help  sayiiig  one  daiy^  ^  ^^  ^^^ 
talking  together  of  their  intended  journey  to  Soot- 
land,  ^^  I  think  it  wouM  be  a  great  feather  in 
Wylie^s  cap,  if  my  father  would  only  take  it  into 
his  head  to  obtain  for  him  a  baronetcy.'*' 

'^  That  I  have  no  doubt  his  Lordship  will  do, 
on  the  slightest  hint,  were  Wylie  onoe-  provided 
with  an  adequate  estate;  it  would  undodbteAy 
be  of  consequ^ce  to  him  as  a  lovser«^ 

^^  I  have  a  great  mind  to  speak  to  my  fiithev. 
Do  you  think  I  may  dp  so  ?^  said  th^  CkKuHea^ 
shrewdly. 

''  O,  yes,"^  exclaimed  the  Earl,  «<  111  spedc  to 
him  myself}  for,  as  I  am  now  done  with  al}  poli- 
tical questions,  I  feel  no  in^Kipvie^  on  the  suIk 
ject." 

His  Lordship  then  esjdained  to  her,. that,  in 
consequence  of  Wylie's  advice,'he  had  resolved  to 
devote  his  life  to  promote  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  his  own  tenantry,  as  the  best  way  of  ser- 
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1^11^  hifl  eoonlary ;  being  fiilly  convinced,.  tliajt>  al- 
tlioug^  perhaps  able  to  make  somfii  figure  in  pub- 
lie  Uf<^  he  was  not  fit  to  take  spy  oonunanding 
fittfdoB,  and  a  subordinate  neither  his  rank  iH>r  his 
Ibi^jiii^  would  aBow  him  to,  accept.  The  Count- 
ess^ who  had  also  been  taught  by  experience,  that 
lie  wad  mdeed  too  eager  and  s^isitive  to  bear  those 
quips  and  atoms  of  the  time,  to  which  statesmen 
««e  eiqposed,  considered  the  part  which  Wylie  had 
jtakeaii-ici  promoting  this  judicious  determination, 
m  not  om  of  the  lei^t  obligations  which  he  had 
laid  them  und^.  And  she  said,  ^^  I  wish  tiiat  you 
QOuld  pessuade  hkn  tp  make  a  pnorchase  in  our 
JM%hbourhoo4  Castle-Booksborough  is  still  for 
sale.  It  has  many  claims  on  our  remembrance. 
Tbnte  I  performed  the  first  purely  benevolent  ac- 
tion of  my  life-Mn  taking  the  child  of  the  un^ 
baippy  Feitecd  undar  my  protection ;  andfiom  that 
day,  and  on  that  spot,  b^pm  the  series  of  events, 
irineb,  however  troubled  at  first,  have  brought  us 
midi  mutual  happiness.^^ 

The  Earl  embraced  har  with  emotion,  and  said, 
,^*  It  IB  a  place  I  shall  ever  love,  and  it  will  grow 
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sifllittdre'deir  to  m&f  if  iHMMti  i^ittoe^ray  fianul 

woelieiBacimdtolfisft  Cmiani^uuDti,  be  arffl  net 
bmg  Tenam  » JLondmer.  t  ftar^  kb^mror^  ^Ast 
lie  vifl  prefer  Seotibud.    But  kft  wi&ite  ihe 

Aceoi6iii^y>  Ae  £«!,  flOM  lifter  4tt 
tum,  iipeke  to  our  hero,  and  tirg«d  1b 
Casde-Hooksbmoiq^  ^  If  yen  iMhre  -sot  "ncwif 
eIIongl^^ttidhkLofddIip,  '<  mmymoaxtkamaem 
tre  now  nearly  pAi  off,  it  muy  bo  OMily  lUi. 
ragsAy 

lite  laiiid  of  oiiir  lieco  liad  Bover**  umiuviplKlHl 
any  acqoisitton  00  nngittfioeBl.    In  the 


gdne  of  Ins  reverieB,  %e  had  never  looked  mncb 
Ixyottd  tliei^gintyof  an  ordkisp^  AyidufelsiaKl ; 
nnd  in  reply  to  theEol^  te  satd^  ^<  Tm  tIuBkiBi|^ 
my  Lord^  tibatye^grfe  me  candit  ftnr  faig|)Mar;ya&. 
tendons  than  I  ev«r  entertained ;  adid  I  have  lA- 
Tieufyytcmded  myself  wi&m-lrit'gKnaidm  tiie 
North.  The  late  Laird  o'  Wyfiie  {^  last  jvar 
^  to  pqpHDid  'niasdes,  and  Ae  ymyaty  bdang  for 
sdc,  I  direeted  an  acqpuDstaBoe  m  £dinlmig]i^ 


i^,  I  att  new  Ate  WyUetif  tlH*  iBc.^ 

too. 
***^  KVftr  ftoittTBtty  hm3^^  was  iJie  rci^. 

mone^,  imd  tfl' Imy  Oasde-ftoolnbbroiigli.  The 
jnto^  ifiH  tiot  ToAte^  my  utconi^  hsS  00  loif  as  itr 
mto'ttlien  I  fimfethtd'to  CUMutgton^h^  T 
fcareluMl'iio  mettm of ^radfying  Lady  Sandyfiwd 
iir  any  widi  befbre,  and  dte  lias  talkcfn  a  fimcy'to 
diat  place ;  bat  die' irotddlbe  content  irete  yoa 
the  purchaser.  Perfiaps,  5f  yon  prove  a  thriving 
wooer,  we  might  get  yoa,  in  neighbottrBness,  to 
redde  occanonaOy  there.^ 
*^Our  hero,  wlien  ihe  Earl  tKbeibted  tor  Ifiedlbet 
Whidi  the  ptirchase  vronld  have  on  ISs nwtrfn- 
oome,  made  a  sHghttonttilstve  movement,  ibr  lie 
perceived {hat^liis  liOi'dship' had' resolved  to  tmy 
live  estate,  not  so  -mndi  to  gratify  the  Coimtess, 
i^'witSi  a  vie w  of  giving  it  tb  him ;  hat  he  took  no 
notice  of  ^what  he  sospected,  observu^  only,  that 
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n^  cbubt^  his  Lordsliip  nught  now  eaoly  raise  the 
money ;  addh^,  however,  m  a  way  whidi.  coQvinocd 
the  Earl  that  his  intention  was  discovered,  ^*  Mor, 
my  Iiord,  will  it  be  any  great  los^:  for  the  reirtal: of 
Castle-Booksborough  win  no  make  die  baigain.all 
dead  loss.     I  will,  however,  be  plidn  with  your 
Lordship.    Within  myself  I  feel  that  were  the 
object  of  my  ambition  attained,  mr  found  impos- 
sible to  gain,  I  shall  then  have  but  small  cause  to 
continue  in  this  part  of  the  country,  for  I  have 
ever  looked  to  taking  my  rest  among  the  scenes 
of  my  young  days ;  for  still,  in  my  thought,  the 
mornings  there  are  blister  than  tbose  I  have 
men  in  any  other  place — the  evenings  far  grand- 
er, and  the  nights  thicker  set  with  stars.     It  is 
but  a  boy^s  fancy;  but  to  me,,  in  nU  my  prospe- 
rity, it  has  been  like  the  shepherd's  clothes  of  the 
honest  man  that,  was  made  a  vizier,  as  I.  have 
read  in  a  book,  called  the  Pleasing  Instructor.   I 
have  treasured  it  in  my  heart,  where  others  hoard 
their  dearest  wishes,  and  I  could  never  part  with 
it  now,  without  fin^^etting  myself.  However,  come 
what  come  may  out  of  our  journey  to  Scotland, 
m  pay  your  Lordship  a  yearly  visitation,  just 


ivrmnmy^M, 
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an  it  ivcre  for  no  more  than  to  ke^  me  in  remem- 
faranoe  of  the  bumUe  state  fr^n  which  you  have 
raised  me.^ 

Lord  Sandyferd  was  so  mudi  affected  by  the 
sensibsBty  with  which  this  was  said,  that  he  press- 
ed the  hand  of  Wylie»  and  xefiredl  without  speak- 
ing. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


THE  BAEONETCT. 


In  the  meantdme,  the  Countese,  intent  to  prcv 
cure  the  honour  of  a  baronetcy  for  her  friend,  ][>ad 
been  dosetted  with  her  father^  tbe  Marquis,  on  die 
gubject  She  was  well  aware  of  his  Lorckhip^s  pe- 
culiarities ;  and  knew  that  if  she  immedimtdy  re^ 
quested  lum  to  ask  the  title>  he  would,  in  all  paro» 
baUlity,  have  raised  many  objections,  and  proba- 
bly in  the  end  refused.  A  woman  of  address,  and 
now  awakened  to  the  consciousness  of  all  hear  as^ 
cendant  faculties,  she  i^tacked  his  Lordship  in  the 
most  effectual  manner.  Before  broaching  the  sub^ 
ject,  she  inquired  how  her  brother.  Lord  Rivers, 
dale  seemed  to  fed  under  the  honours  of  the  Peep- 
age  ;  and  when  her  £ither  assured  her  dmt  he 
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pvomifM  t(^1>e )»  great  i&cotsibii  to  the  is^uiisteriai 
phikuxy  aMbMNij^  ho  hid  nbtlhen:  takte  any  pro*- 
minent  part  in  debate,  die  obeerved»  that  ihtfj 
w«re  alt  under  the  ipieatest  oUigatibns  to  Mr 
WyKe. 

^  Yes,"*  replied  the  old  Veer ;  ^^  in^hbi  the  Mi- 
nieler  idb  me  I  hare ^ds^sni  a  eapttat  pfiset  fiir 
his  shreWdttfiM  iaxontmittees  is  wordtiali  ike^rmf 
tahto  <^  lihe  debatmi.'' 

-^  I  shoiddxiiH;  heistipiisedireTe  themSbrnter  t6 
detadi  liim  frcnn  your  LotddiipaB&niidcrfaim  hit 
dmii,^  fiaid  the  Countess. 

^^'  That  is  not  likely,^  ansTT'ered  theMaxqnkof 
Aironside  ;  *^  for  he  knoirs^  ihat  by  being  my 
me^nber^  Mr  Wylie  ts  as^effisetni^ Una  oim'as  if 
he  wereTetumed  ^xaa^nire^ctasiB^  interest^ 

^  I  ettiBot  even  aSbet  to  ^ontrorert  3^0X17  Leml- 
silip^opiinonr  on  laaAmljectB^  aaidtiieC^oiitttesa; 
^'bui  it  occurs  to  me  that  theministexiSyif  diey  aet 
ae^  Ugh  a  Yalue  to  him,  wiH  natundly  be^deeaoiia 
td  alladi  Urn  exdtttrii^  to  ^eoMidvas ;  and  X 
A^idd  not  be  sm^priaed  were  they  to  dbaral  htm 
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^  I  do  not  suppofle,^  replied  the  Mwquis, 
thoughtftilly,  <^  tliat  Wylie  can  abeady  expect  to 
'be  raised  so  soon  to  that  rmk.^ 

^^  It  is  impossibles^  rgoined  the  Countess,  ^  te 
say  what  are  the  expectations  of  ambitious  men  ; 
and  when  we  reflect  on  the  history  of  Wylie,  it  is 
not  to  be  disputed  that  he  is  ambitious,  firom  what- 
ever cause  the  passion  may  have  qnrung.^ 

You  surprise  me,  Augusta,''  said  her  &ther ; 

it  would  be  a  most  ungratefiil  thing  were  ^/VJ^ 
lie  to  throw  the  we%ht  of  his  great  talents  into 
any  other  scale.  He  surely  cannot  fc»'get  what  I 
have  dcme  for  him.'" 

"  True,"  replied  the  Countess ;  "  I  do  not 
think  he  will  forget  that ;  but  then  he  may  place 

m 

oppodte  to  your  favours-robscrve,  however,  my 
Lord,  that  I  do  not  myself  think  so-^e  may'place 
cqiposite  to  them  the  obligations  he  conferred  in 
bringing  about  my  re-union  with  Sandyford,  and 
especially  in  the  address  by  which  he  made  a  pro- 
selyte of  my  ferother  Riyersdale.  Perhaps,  therel 
fore,  it  might  be  as  well — probably  your  LcnrdiBhip 
has  already  ftnned  some  plan  on  the  sutrject-^— to 
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Taite  him  at  once  above  Ae  etSdcU  of  ministerial 
iofluenoe,  by  procuriiig  him  a  baronetey.'' 

<^  Certainly,  Lady  Sandyford,  I  did  think  some 
time  or  anolher  of  using  my  influmee  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  not  exactly  in  the  course  of  the  first  ses« 
sicm  of  his  parliamentary  career.  Butconsidmng 
^e  s^Mation  he  has  produced  in  the  highest  (piar- 
ter,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  bad  stroke  of  po- 
licy were  I  at  once  to  rivet  him  to  me  for  ever,  by 
obtaining  for  him  «  baronetcy.^ 

^'  It  would,^  replied  the  Countess,  ^^  induce, 
the  world,  and  particularly  political  men,  to  won- 
4^  more  and  more  at  the  great  efficacy  of  your 
Lordship^s  predominant  influence.  Besides,  I 
should  like,  above  all  things,  to  have  it  in  my 
power  to  address  Mr  Wylie  by  the  titie  of  Sir  An- 
drew ;  for  you  are  aware,  my  Lord,  that  although 
yourself  and  Sandyford  have  most  honourably  re- 
warded his  heartfelt  friendship  to  us,  that  as  yet  I 
have  had  no  means  of  shewing  him  any  gratitude ; 
and,  therefore,  were  it  at  all  consistent  with  your 
Lordship^s  public  views  to  procure  a  baronetcy  for 
him,  I  would  ask  it  as  a  favour  to  myself."" 
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ate,  that  1  idioiild^dKKM^be  t^oBpled  to  gimdfy  yott 
iftifiiid)  6¥«n  wcie  tlie  pi^ey  ef  my  ftmify  m  seine 
chfjiee  oppeead  to  it  Btst  liMi&g  die  Htcffiioo^l  of 
dM  ttMdIers  tiyiiig  to  ealkM;  oar  Mtde  ftiead  en- 
tvdf  to  f  b^Di^Tes,  I  eamiot  serve  wy  |Hib^  tmd 
piiMt#'i&Mre0l6  better  tiban^bjr  taking  nroasures 
to  dbtaJn  ftr'Wylie  tberasA  to  wbicfei  you  aU 

The  same  tlay  the  MmfeoK  wn^for  Sit  Chaorles 
iingtoH  oit  the  sulgect,  and  inskyeted  him  to 


piNKSeedin  the  proper  mam^  to  obtahi  the  ccmsent 
in  the  proper  quarter  to  a  baronetey  for  o<ur  hevo. 
^  Sir-Cowries,  as  we  have  kng  ago  stated,  was  a 
diplonatic  character  in  the  interest  of  the  Mar- 
quis ;  and  ill  die  most  strict  sequence  to  liis  in- 
smetien^,-  he  jpoceeded,  i^tep  by  step^  to  agitate 
die  qae6ti<»i^  and  to  sciieit  the  honour.  In  Uiis 
bufflaess  4ie  had  ocicasion  to  ask  an  aodienoe  o#  ihe 
Premer ;  and'  on  statttig  die  object  €€  hb  visits 
dM  great  man  said  at  once,  pnmipdy,  ^^  lak  pos*. 
siHe,  8ir  Charies,  that  Mr  WylietaDaselTcaa  da. 
sire  such  a  tliikig'?^ 
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<^  ItinHdcm^desftbegMMiiyin^liimto^M^ 
the  honour,^  tepMi  Sir  ChfoAm  tntb  •  ampmi 
iMtat  to  beexfUMqive. 

<'  Very  weU^  ke  efaftU  k«ve  it^*"  exdAmA  lite 
Minist^ ;  *^  but  I  thou^t  a  man  of  hit  w&nt 
would  never  have  aspired  to  any  empty  tide;  but, 
nevertheless,  he  shall  have  it  I  always  feel  a  par« 
ticular  gratification  in  obliging  my  noble  firiend 
the  Marqnis  of  Avonside ;  indeed  his  Lcurd^p^s 
claims  on  government  are  of  the  first  dass,  and  it 
is  not  so  much  my  desire,  as  it  is  my  duty,  to  satis- 
fy all  his  reasonable  wishes.*" 

Sir  Charles  was  delighted  with  the  success  of 
this  his  only  succes^ftd  mission ;  and  the  Marquis 
felt  singularly  obliged  that  the  revest  was  am- 
ceded,  not  only  on  account  of  his  own  public  ser- 
vices, but  in  so  handsome  a  manner,  that  the  Mi- 
nister had  never  once  inquired  whether  his  jnroteg^ 
was  in  possesion  of  an  adequate  estate  to  uphold 
the  dignity  of  the  honour.  Thus,  to  the  surprise 
of  our  hero,  and  of  all  his  friends  but  those  in  the 
secret,  he  was,  on  the  following  Saturday  night, 
gazetted  a  Baronet,  by  the  style  and  title  of  Sir 


Aiidrew  .Wyfie,  Btoonet)  of  Wjr^,  "VRhtcdi,  for 
the  benefit  of  oixt  fingUeli  te«d»s,  we  should 
add,  is^  in  the  good  l^al  language  of  die  North, 
Sir  Apdiew  Wyli^  BaroMt,  <^  that  Ilk,  or  of 
the  same; 
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CHAPTER  XV- 


THE  KETUBKv 


When  the  necessary  prelkniitaries  were  arran- 
ged for  the  journey  to  Scotland,  the  Earl  and 
Countess;' with  Sir  Andrew,  set  off  in  the  same 
canriage.  'It  was  "the  intention  of  Lord  and  Lady 
Sandy^d  to  viftit  Sir  Archibald  and  Lady  Mar- 
garet Maybole  at  their  seat  of  Auchinward,  in  Ayr^ 
shire,  osti^nsiUy  in  fulfihnent  of  a  proimse  whieh 
the  Countess  bad  long  made  to  her  Ladyi^p,  who 
had  tew  one  of  h^r  mother^s  most  particular  and 
esteemed  finekidB>,  but  really,  as  the  Ekrl  said,  to 
make  fircttn  that  stnmg-hold  of  generous  feelinga 
and  a&ctions,  rqnnials  on  th^  pride  imd  prgudioet 
of  the  Cnd^bMids. 

We  shall  not  trouble  our  readers  with  any  ac- 
count of  thw  joumey>  which  i^m  performed  with 

YOL.  in.  t 


all  oonvenient  expedition  till  the  trairdlers  rea^* 
ed  Kilmamockywhere^liey  separated — ^the  £arl  and 
Countess  proceeding  to  Audiinward.  Sir  Andrew 
lingered  some  time  at  the  inn,  in  order  to  dirovr 
his  arriyal  at  Stoneyholm  late  in  the  eyening,  and 
partly  to  inspeot  tibe.ie»edtEla&m  of  the  town, 
which  had  beai  accomj^dshed  dnrii^  his  absence 
from  Scotland;  and^iit^br 'wttasd from  Brian'^s  Inn 
to  the  Cross,  he  felt  somethbg  like  sorrow  to  see 
th^t  ik%  pb^^  wbieb  ^  stweiclft^^  ,^,  ^preelflie- 

stiMfd  im&Tiak  it  dltti»k  i(t.T:isoffmf^  illm  (Ail 

T^impHiiigpciits^>pf»n^tft>iwl  Kte4hi::diaBgM^ 
pi»<hmdgl9^>dn9i^wdD^d^  m^ 

ymt^iii  etditHAk&ni^  lifaqr:  k»fs  ttttoBiiiiJS'te'  ikm 
imipMfity;  <€  hiaaiftlivfi  hitifSim^  im^  fs^te: 
tmlibm^  IrufeM  t^wphrtoneft'Cteg^.riTiiii  lHa 
mains  of  ancient  sunpUdty,  an( 
jamijQ6t)kiMmJimeki  >      .    ri  i.  '\  ii:- 

/u-  Tr:i«^^,jjjjg^  j^g  jjg  in|0nded  to  walk  bam  theoce 


•ft  f 


to^gtonc^lidllB.  Wl^  Ite  dbaald  not  at  «nce  have 
pro^ed^io  hiftgftiidmothei^Sy'wcmldTe^piTO  m«rcf 
ineta^ysics  to  explaiit  than  the  reader  who  stancfo 
inoiQediof  aa  eiqAattalifift  ceuldcomprfbetiid.  Fos- 
aMjr  inna^  hvre  originated  in  some  widi  to  con- 
twqd^toat  kfaaretSefaeafta  of  kk  yoodi^  or  tb 
ti^pjr  Ae  faiAaj  freshmsg  of  tbe  smtimer  ereoing, 
oniA  sfflDw'iflkeit  otf  kumilkyT  or  sBe&t  expmessioii 
of^  tharioBdneBt  Amt  tiie  Itqipy  drocunataneM  isi 
wii^faetliad  becotpennkted  to'neiufii;  oar  per^ 
bapsy  fiocm  it  sentimiitof  affigliaii  toiiraida  less  ifor*' 
tuntet  fiaaMl%  IieicHV  air^iie  to  cb^ 
vB0iv>'£isf  in^GBtieiLof  the  prcnpecity  whieh  had 
ottnmad  hia  aEdmntbresl  Be  tfaif,.howeQr^y  m-  it 
mM^yim  pxoeeededto  Eibviiiaiiig'^ 

it'^raa  ».beatittfad  evekiing:;  the  son  set  ul  a& 
Ibv  g^]^  faejniad^tiDe  hilb  of  Ansan 
and  soimnits  oftibatfieli^  eot^enedtriiii  afine  aedal 
htoaev  ^oMd^*  aauit  vetfe^  tdtkaa  int^ntid  pnndjj^Ie 
efspionbiir:  ThieseaiirttoBarf^^Ayrfaqrlfloe 
malftNi  goU)  ond^'JiSsa  sose  mupaj^biht  ^e  dkk» 
tflDoai  Ifte  ai  magnifiitiit  adselii;^;  irhik  ^^ 
wholes  coas^  ftom  the  teiveiff  of  Ckikecn  tf  tlie; 
ptwiaMiwyeMirdibawayj^aiid  iriffijlowns^aMl 
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villages,  and  the  seats  of  many,  who,  like  T>ar 
hero,  had  returned  home  to  enjoy  the  firuite  of 
their  prosperous  adventures. 

Every  thing  in  the  spacious  view  was  calctdk^ 
ted  to  cahn  the  mind  and  expand 'tbe  feelings. 
The  summer  was  clothed  in  her  richest  verdure  of 
luxuriant  fields  and  leafy  boughs ;  die  streamlets 
flowed  in  clearer  currents ;  and  die  cdmirs  of  the 
broom  and  the  daisy  were  unwontedly  bright ;  t&e 
birds  in  the  hedge-rows  seamed  rather  to  hold  a 
gentle  and  harmonious  interchange  of  ocamional 
notes,  than  to  indulge  in  their  own  pecufiar  songs  ; 
even  the  crows,  as  they  made  way  to  ithe  Toolt3r 
woods,  hovered  in  their  flight,  as  if  diey  partook 
of  the  general  comiposure  of  all  nature ;  ahdtlie 
angler,  returning  home,  Hngesed  in  his  padi,  and 
frequently  paused  to  admire  the  flakes  of  fleec^ 
gdld  that  floated  over  the  setting  sun. 

There  are  but  two  situations  in  which  the  ad* 
ventur^,.retuming  home,  can  duly  appreciate  tile 
ddightfiil  influences  of  siK^h  an  hour  of  holkiess, 
and  beauty,  :and  rest  The  01^  when  he  is  re* 
tiseating  60m  an  unsuocessful  contest  with  fortune 
^^^'When  baffled  and  Jncrtifiod  by  the  effects  ettihe^ 
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of  his  .integniy  or  of  his  friendletsness,  he  aban« 
ibms  the  etmgglej  and  retires  to  his  native  shades 
ai  to  the  embraces  of  a  parent^  to  be  lulled  by  the 
aoRUids  that  were  dear  to  his  childhood,  and  which 
belbndly  hopes  will  appease  Us  sorrows,  and  sooth 
him  asleep  jGoarever; — the  ether,  when,  like. our 
hero,  consdeus  of  haviqg  achieyed  the  olgect  of 
his  endeavours,  he  comes  with  an  hcmest  pride  to 
JGffoy  that  superiority  over  his  early,  ocnnpanions, 
which,  after  all  the  fosses  that  may  be  put  upon 
jthe  feeling,  is  really  the  only  reward  of  an  adven- 
turous spirit  Both  prompt  to  the  same  conduct ; 
but  the  maimed,  and  the  luckless,  and  the  humi- 
liated, shrinkfrQm;the  view,  shivering  with  grief 
as  they  remember  the  thick  and  blufdiing  promises 
.of  their  sprii^  and  contrast  them  with  the  sear  and 
yeUow  leaf  of  their  withered  and  fruitless  (utumn. 
By  the  time  Sir  Andrew  reached  Kilwuunng, 
ike  Tillage  fires  apd  the  stars  were  diinii^  out ; 
^apd  the  fiiU  mpon,  which  had  risen  over  the  sha- 
dowy masses  of  the  woods  of  EglinUm,  tinted  the 
leaves  of  the  hedges,  and  the  ripplings  of  the  Gar- 
nock  water  with  a  flickering  and  sUveiy  light. 
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Owat  bfroy  m  ha  ^va&ed  to  St&nejiudsn,  i«co^ 
niicd  efoorj  step  o£tiMfoad'VlkiebheliAd80  4^bflii 
tntindlsd ;  but  it  seined  to  Iiiin  tfaitdi  thkiga^  «b 
he  jippeoaniied  the  ^hamlet,  had  bBeone  ftnaiirr 
and  itteMier ;  tlte  treat  appeiored  slKUited,  tlto%edg^ 
morerude  and  iscegolar^  and  the  dislaawse  b^l^^cea 
each  irelUc^oi«ti  obj<cr  gwady  4diiidged.    ^ 

He  jUMMd  sevend  ^ottages^  wi«h  dw  iidiiMt- 
antt  of  irUefarfaciiad^foniMsljr  iMenmcinQite,  Iwim 
jlquige  YOBtnampremartcd  l«mfram  wtcring  ^ttijr 
^  diem.  The  turnjnbe  house  had  lieeEn  ^na^  oif 
hi6  fiwroaidte  haante,  ^  he  bad  made  iqi'^Ub 
ndnd  to  go  in ;  but  befoie  tapping  at  die  d^ixr,'  he 
g^ai^oed  in  at  ibe  vindov,  and  $iBm,  stas^cMted 
nnnd  ijbe  fiiw, «  ninaeiofis  f aadly^  4(00^^ 
a  mendbfir  fiiom  all  the  seven  ages^of  man^  iKie  nM 
one  ftoe  of  an  old  aeciBatiitattce. 

The  trust  of  the  gate  was  now  in  die-faaiidg  of 
stpangevs,  and'dds  muAatiion  madehhn^el  a  fUb^ 
a^ointmeiie,  gentle  of  if»  land,  buV  m^k»iveheij^ 
«md  he  'went  'fonrtHrd  in  ^e  daik  shadow  cff'iSe 
hedges,  pondemg  on  «  tHousanAlitfle  &cidlltite 
that  had  kmg  tfept  in  his  remenrfirance,  but  wMA 


the  iighttrf^old  isiA  eidj»t«cl«b)^cls  m^^  ito(^y 
pdencfli^  of  tli^  iB^oiil^ht)  veiMiNedits  wiAlbe-siid* 

At  ^^timi^tlieioiid,  v!iere  l^lie^tNithe 
&0B  jdde  i«!hnih»led,  i^  like  m^f  irto^aeen  d^ 
Mid  i^iteeting,  «3  it  muMimred  m  it»  sballdw.  «&d 
pdbbly  tlmiDriel,  'he  t>btmied  tile  firsft  view  ^{ 
fitonef  helm,  b^remd'ivliiGli  ibe^rwesxyT  dbe'Grtagw 
UtaAs  ky.^atk  and  mfmYe;  ficfvepat  fights  «hew^ 
ed inhere. i^e  in«tti^dn4ieiiBe  frteoii;  end  ^  tiedl 
wUte  ijmmiies  ftbove  the  treetr,  ^ppeaared  io  hittt 
Ufeeihe  ^iSs  dTa  tesael  ijmt  by  sunk  lit  ifsep  itfid 
flOettt  waters. 

'  'fill  ibe-grsve  and  pettsive  ttMd  in "vrMch  %e 
Ih&s  a^r^ftdhed  hi^elrrly  ht/mej  lie  irts  ^i^n  fteftai^ 
bfeoi^tiMHtolbeiiiddged*  andmaHfigaiieflbtt 
to  ^ekai  Ms  step  a»d  Mgbten  tis  spMt,  he  Wa9t>* 
ed  l»tskly  to  the  doof  of  his  ^randteether^  CbU 
t$/ge.  His  tfileiH»(m  was  to  enter  i^^iddeidy,  to  en* 
joy  the  exckmations  of  her  joyous  smprise ;  but  ti 
passing  the  window  towards  the  door,  he  heard 
some  one  withm  speaking,  and  paused  irresolute ; 
he  listened,  and  thought  that  the  accents  of  the 
voice  were  familiar:  they  recalled  to  his  mind^ 


with  the  distmctness  of  more  than  p^intrng,  iJl  the 
most  rem«r]^able  passages  of  hb  boyish  years  ;*-~ 
the  amusements  he  had  enjoyed  with  companionsi 
dead«  oi^  sc941;ered,  or  ohained  by  fortune  to  rustic 
drudgery ;  even  the  image  of  poor  Maggy,  the 
magpie,  came  up  in  the  visions  of  that  dream  of 
fond,  raneml^rance ;  and  trains  of  feehi^gs  and  as- 
sociations were  awakened,  that  filled  his  eyes  with 
t^ars ;  for  the  voice  was  that  of  the  worthy  Tanny* 
hill,'  then  sitting  with,  his  grandmother,^  penning  a 
lettei:  to  himseli^  in  wHcb  she  earnestly  entreated, 
now  that  he  was  become  a  great  and  gr^uid  man, 
to  let  her  see  him  before  she  died.  With  a  meny 
hand,,  apd  a  beating  heart,  he  tirled  at  th^  pin ; 
aijd  as  the  ^cjioolmaster  ad^utted  him,  he  went 
forward  into  the  light  before  old  Martha  was 
aware.  But  we  leave  the  reader  to  imagine  what 
ensued,  while  we  re&ain,  in  reveraice,  from  pre- 
suming to  describe  the  joy  ^nd  the  |^ty  of  tMA 
l^allowe^  scene^ 
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DUB  OHURCH. 


TsE  next  day  bemg  Sunday,  Sir  Andrew  took 

an  6tt?ly  walk  in  his  foarmer  favourite  haunts, 

among  the  ^oods  of  the  Craiglands^  and  returned 

to  hia'grandmoth'er^s  cottage  without  having  met 

any  of  hi^. early  fiiendci.    While  they  were  at 

breakfiuil,  whicli  oonmted  of  the  same,  homely 

fare  that  he  had  been  accustomed  to  in  his  youth, 

the  master  oalled  fer  the  purpose  of  inviting  him 

to  WQlk  to  church  with  hun.    That  modest  and 

gentle  being  still  seemed  to  regard  him  as  the 

same  curious  boy  that  he  had  so  long  before  known 

him ;  nor  waa  there  any  thing  in  the  demeanour 

of  our  hero,  during  the  interview  of  the  preceding 

evenijQg,  to  make  him  suspect  that  riches  and  he- 

f2 


150  CHAf  TBR  inn. 

nours  had  in  aught  changed  the  simplicity  of  his 
original  diaracter. 

Sir  Andrew,  however,  declined  the  invitation. 
^^  I  canna  gae  wi^  you  the  day,  Master,^  said  he, 
**  for  grannie  will  expect  me  to  cleek  wi''  her,  and 
aihlins  to  cany  h«r  big  Testttttent,  as  of  old,  tied 
in  a  napkin,  under  my  oxter."^ 

There  was  a  little  wi^gery  in  the  manner  in 
which  this  was  expressed,  but  of  so  moderate  a 
kind,  that  it  oiigbt  h«re  passed  ibr  sbifierity.    He 
had,  indeed,  resolved  m  hia  oym  Bund  to  tesume 
has  fermer  fiunilkffily,  as  wdl  as  th*  beoadaeovrtef 
his  bojidi  dtaleet ;  not  that  ihe  kfttor  tequined 
any  effort^  for  he  had  tedbllf'  and  MMbmfiAf 
preserved  it,  but  he  had  imamsiaoildy  adi^rtnl  a 
&v  terms  and  phrases  piinly  En^lidi ;  ttnd  ib 
die  neoessiiiy  of  qpeakmginteffi^^Hdy  to  his  olients 
and  faddonatUe  firiends^  had  hahitttldly'a^nipady 
without  any  ef  the  Soudieiii  kiie,  confitealife 
parity  of  laagoage.    The  ehaiSac^erfalie  answer  «f 
his  gvaadbnotlier,  however^  set  ihe  malter  at^nat*. 
.     ''  No,"*  replied  Mavtha,  ^<  tboag^  lH  haa  great 
piide  and  pteaiuM  in  seeing  ybu^  Andtew,  vwlfc^ 


.THE  CBI7B€S»  191 

ing  M  x6y jdfb  tti  the  hoasa  dT  Han  tbttlilMim* 
aenred  Tim  ki  the  loHoir.of  Us  lumd^  and  m  ihe 
sUrtB  of  hisf  gacae«t,  as  tbe  aheplMcd:  tendnfy 
4oeB  di^  Ufieas  lamb^  I  naimna  foiget  liiat 
ytfrt  noo  ainaii  iriiom  tfaa  King  dd^ted  to  lio* 
MuKt  atid  tbat  &1b  baidi  my  part  a»  a  liege»  and.a 
daiatbm,  no  to  roqwe  ony  thing  at  your  Isaadt 
thattrodd  BUflKken  tlie  fiivout  of  Pnmdenoe 
wiffiieiwitb  yaix  Itave  been  biassed,,  and  m«ied  into 
ilia  lightr'tfaaftslmies  on  higbr  piaoeB.""^ 

ttr  Axdtttr  lool»d  at  the  wocdiy  niaattr^  wiio^ 
ayaa^irert  nmSfamd  widideli^  at  tfaUieKpraasKm 
«f  .a  ifioua  andvonietnbk  lanniltejr-;  and  in  ike 
iaBse.i)BoaMii%  h^  rofo  from  his  aaait,  aeoiH  vaiiotd 
19  tkai'doory  ta^cvttcoal  the  itsponsKf e  syn^adiy  of 
hia  oim  aakotiiat . 

,.'.u)bkiM»sMtt  bioim  in  the  iriSage,  that  <m» 
haqovhad-  isome  ^to^'tiast'his  giaadmotfa^,  befcre 
tbebo^ '^gan  to  mof;  tfusay  af  Aa  iiAdbiasAis 
were  assembled  in  the  churchyard,  and  whm 
faer.^te  seen  .oQiBpig  akmg  die  path,  i4th  Mar* 
tha  on •'.hia flight)  and  dM[  lnastar^o&  fab  left^  a 
boat,  aad  peesnifng  Iteiraid  itmmg  tte  apeetators, 


■hewed  the  interest  Im  amval  had  eiiated.  ISie 
old  people  observed,  widi  a  £izdy  eentiment  of 
kmdness  towards  him^thatthe  was  dsessed  nradk 
in  the  Hime  stjrle  as  when  he  left  ih&^ ;  hut  ibey 
became  diffident  and  bashfid  as  he  appro«ched» 
and  some  ci  the  farmer  lads,  who  had  he^i  ai 
sdbaolwith  hsm».Te^pect{tiUy<took. off  their  hmu^ 
The  innocent  Tannyhill  snuliad  as  he  looked 
around,  and  felt  aS'  if  he. was  paxiiaipiitaig  in.tiK 
honours  of  a  triumphs  But  Sir  Andrerw  bmseM 
appeared  more  sedately  cbmxldt^  and  shook  lunula 
heartily  with  all  his  old  aequamtaneeyMd  Urthnug 
who  possessed  «ny  ptseidiari^;  .^  humour^ 
something  blithe  and  approjviatey  wiiick 
how  perfecdy  he  rem^nbcred  themiall. .  Asaoi^ 
others^  he  recognized  did  Thonaiau^^teek: 
tailor,  leaning  on.  his  .crotch,,  wd  said  (# 
^^  Ye  see  theXoiKmears.haeiiftibeai  abb;3ta*j 
me  in  a  bett«  &duon  tibn  you  and)  cUffiag-. 

.    Qnre»diingtibechi^r<&da0rywli@M.H^ 

napt,  the  elder,  a  taU>  pdbjignqrTfaaiie&inaivivah 

a  cooked  h^  « 'vrbite  tfaiM^iieff  ^fog^MaAd-  a.  U^^ 
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«^oiik,  was  standing  at  tlie  farod^  lie  paused  for  a 
DMnent,  wd  alk>«ed  l^  matter  and  Ms  gtaa^ 
mcAbesc  to  pam  on  iMforehinr.    T&e  cnmd^^espa- 
dflly  the  8dMMd-lK>y8,  had  fiflowed"  clow  at  hk 
hdd^  m  ^  expccti^ii:  of '  weu^  iiim  dqpoot 
Mna^Hberal  dbdiiitioii  ta  die  poor.    The3r  tenon- 
ed ion  ttothft%  Ififirthan  a  hibatdibl  n£  gol^  sad  it 
ait^fiii8t^appea^«4^t  he  had' sonie  intetitibn  of 
toalixihgttlieii!  exj^eotation ;  but  he  <^edced  Mm- 
stl^  and  feistead  of  durovii^  any  iiuaig  bto  the 
pUi^  gave  the  elder  a  sHpof  paper^  to  be  sent  up 
te  lbs  fceo»t0r^*«id  a^niplfsad  to  hint,  ^  Mr 
Covenautt)  I'ii  ao  juat-ta  ireei  pr^iared  at  this 
mooMBt  to  do  what  I  ought,  so  yell  come  to  me 
the  mom'^s  morning  betimes,  when  I  can  better 
testify  my  thankftdness  &r  being  restored  in  safe- 
ty aoMmg  you  ^  and  in  saying  these  words,  he 
widked  thoughtfelly  to  the  ]^#  whece  Us  grand- 
sdotker  8lit$  a«d  teeh  Us  did  place  at  her  side. 

The  church  was  unusually  crowded,  and  all 
cy^  till  the  temiitar  aitered^  ifae  ptii{dt,  were 
turned  towaids  hiaft,  aa  "he  sat  loddi^  on  the 
reading-boasd,  and  tracuig  his  stsU  undbiit^rated 
initials,  and  the  outlines  of  Msds  and  homeiB, 
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ktth»dtnaatAjimeabBiinA  a^in,  to  the  gveftt 
4kfle»mB»  i£hiB  gnBcboo&eiw 

J^opadedimtiifijdaiBtiyyjtiebr.t^  «dl 

.10  tihfi tetter  sdpeiid^^BiunwGUirey.mBe  togwe 
jimiteSfmim^SisAmdnuyMtmiiaihf^iiii^  wand 


iUA  finr  a  fltaaaiifrBft  if  dl  tbfr  andU^ 
ftoBi:  the  tmt  he  hailtat  sat  m  4iw  diufoh,  -wmme 
A^  laqpalpaU*  tecka  €£  tma-  af  hig  i^ovttiyBoJ 
draax^ ;  .and  diaftefiaii^  «fam die  vaaarahle  ^K- 
.ivlpeixeid-oiift.liie  tffO(  fiM;  Ijun  af  4]»6t4bk«ie«h 
P«aim9 


t;. 


^'  Lord^  I  will  thee  extc^  for  thou 
H&8t  lifted  me  on  htgb^^ ' 


ana  t[f ^km^^riitcli  tteJM^  repeated  te  Mfuy  <^iti. 
nipi^tea,  nwriahiai  vmtkkaimS^tmtA  tta^^ye  «^ 
tp^tfards.tJit  Laird's  k%  whanf  it  agifai  niet  ^  a 
mwicstt^  aaiaeJn^hl  aaS  ai^i^  c^ii^dMrt lie 
hadao  cften  eeeaa  sptiiAkBag^fai  il^  aameapiinet  - 

J^ajnaingtoii^posMMettd  meitie  af'Ae  jpaatand 
vwloas  of  his  oAce  than  his  ptedecessor,  but  he 
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inttiindicr  aa  ebvpent  iMor  Ml  inierei^^ 

BOS  was  fail  Bobjeot  eaiads^tai  tfasfe  Akj  to^altraot 

ibt  attestion  of  onr  hero :  loiliat,  sfter  liie  «fpra»- 

ing  of  the  sermon,  Sir  Aiidvew  begaa  to  look 

•mnmaA  Ubtt,  jnd  to  discoittry  with  aimuii^ed  sen- 

lasMntof  l^eaanse  andsamnry  nuiqrfiibtt  thathe 

JhAasiikf  xeealbefttd;  ail  of  tUoiB)  hcfwevm^  h$d 

wrifawdftom thBi>itbeHiig  biCTtitof ^Tfaae,  Thoe 

wero  one  ortwoyong  gbb,  that  stiii  -seaMd  as 

ftesh  and  hbcaiing  as  ever ;  but  upon  a  sharper 

4Bgpct6aa,  ha  aawtbey  wove  strangers  to  faiai,  and 

u  the  akered  looiD9  of  the  matswa  who  sat'teside 

-dieni)  ht  vecognoid  AatnoibeBS^'Vhom  he  bad 

M  first  nistakcsi  the  dangbtGrs. 

A  cold  and  penetmtnig  sentmient  of  gtsef  qmve»- 
<d  thwwigh  his  bosom,  when  in  sev^eealinstanees  be 
wiib  (Sfienltjr  made  out  in  eon&tenaoces,  dqfpresv- 
0d»  it  r^ifjtkt  almost  besaad  depraved^  with  prem*- 
tare  age,  A^  eflh^cf  heavy  toD  and  to«*anitil»- 
Mfom^  ifae  ftces  of  old  ochool-ftilows  whcNon  he  na- 
isoBaeced  among  the  bddest  and  A&  bMdiest  <if  aH 
Ustyonng  eompttncms.  Bmt  ibis  pamfid  tniaig 
tedeiwl  fMse  aUeviation,  ui  seeing  dwl;  tbe  eld^ 
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irorlUef  of  llie  (^han  Stall  seamed  to  retam  their 
Ann^r  lespeclability ;  and  that,  upon  the  ^fapoile, 
there  wes  a  vHUeimpniTemeBt  in  the  iq^pe^ucaxice 
ef  the.congregation  in  general.  ^y 

At  the  conclusion,  of  the  aermoiv :Mr  Tamiy- 
hilly  who  held  the  threefold  office  of  schoolmaster, 
leflsion-derk,  and  precentor,  rose  and  read  fix>in 
one  paper  the  names  of  those,  "vrho,  in  distress  and 
nckness,  desired  the  pr^rers  of  the  congr^ation. 
He  then  took  up  another,  which  he  had  fcdded  in 
hit  Psabn-book,  and  with  an  eleyated  and  cheer- 
ful c6untaumce,  as  ifexulting  in  the  task  he  was 
required  to  perfbrm,  said  alioud,  with  an  onphatic 
wad  triumphant  accent,  ^  And  Ajadrew  WyHe  re- 
turns thanks  for  his  safe  return.^ 

The  instant  these  words  were  pronounced,  a 
■uniTcrsal  nisde  in  the  chus«^  followed  by-  a 
km  and  kindly  whisper,  shewed  the  impsessioii 
whidi  their  simphcity  made  on  the  congr^^tion ; 
and  it  was  observed  that  the  Laird^  after  IcxAiiig 
down  at  Sir  Andrew  for  about  a  minute^  turned  to 
his  raster,  and  said  s<Hnething  which  ajqpesred  to 
gire  her  pleasure ;  what  Mary  Cunnis^hana  ^t 
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on  the  oocasion  was  not  easily  guessed;  for  she 
dropped  her  handkerchief^  and  stooped  to  lift  it, 
and  when  she  again  stood  up,  she  was  so  engaged 
in  putting  it  into  her  pocket,  which  she  did  not  ex* 
actly  find  so  reifdil^  as  sh^  «ppeapKd  to  wish,  that 
nobody  could  see  her  face. 
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CHAPTER  XVH- 


THE  CHUBCK-YABB. 


When  the  congr^adon  was  dismissed.  Sir 
Aridrew  left  his  grandmotha:,  teOmg  her,  that,  as 
he  wish^  to  speak  to  some  of  his  old  accpudnt- 
ance,  he  would  foUow  her  home.  AocorcBn^y, 
hasteDing  out  into  the  churchryard,  he  took  his 
station  exactly  on  the  spot  where  he  was  wont  to 
exchange  the  smile  of  youthful  nreoognizance  wilh 
Mary  Cunningham ;  and  while  he  was  joyfiiUy 
greeted  and  welcomed  home  by  every  one,  wham, 
in  going  to  chnrch,  he  had  not  an. opportunity  of 
speaking  to,  his  eye  was  restlessly  turned  towards 
the  door  from  which  in  due  time  the  Laird,  Miss 
Muey,  and  Mary,  made  their  appearance. 

Time  had  now  laid  so  many  years  on  the  should- 
ers of  the  Laird,  that  he  stooped  and  tottered  be- 
neath the  load.     He  no  longer  wore  hia  hand 
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in  fail  p6<dcete4  bat  wMi  one  ansi  leant  en  Irk 
A«IBliAer*8,  vfaile  lie  nippoited  himself  by  ll% 
^Hiber  wiik  a  tall  goUrheaded  cane,  from  whkh 
dang^  a  iesthem^stoiiig  and  taesdi  oonsideiBUy 
aboire  bis  gnflp.  Mia^  Mizy  had  also  some  difi« 
culty  .in  moving  under  die  weight  of  age.  Her 
lean  and  eczaggj  £gine  seemed  tionsiderabl j  move 
amy  tbaa  foormerty  4  her  steps  were  much  shorter 
and  qinekiBEy  diMf^fa  ahe  mate  fess  way ;  aiid  het 
bead  nodi&dwSih  a  hM^miA  ii«Bel«led^ai^iii^n5 
wiMp,  even  m  the  xisetigf  of  «OQ$di%  Che  «&ids, 
eooUl  net  he  deaerSbed  as  ^phaftit;.  Bmt  Mary 
flmiwhtj^iaM,  liMMighJdis^lfti&y^^^^ldped  kte  an 
eiaglNit  w«man,  urns  gtiM  inf  die  pttd^  Isf  beauty. 
The>ti«diiiea0atf  her  afa>  was,  4K>we^r,  itteOowed 
ttto  ;^  ^ereae  and  gtackuif  bei^sgoky,  and  it  was  a 
fiafcbaddy  tli0meefn^««l;and^€nder4io  the  pa^ 
ridiioners,  that  sudi  an  heiress  should  9C»>aln  "se 
bmgstBgie. 

. .  The  naamamt  lliat  ^ii  AmArm  s^r  <'  thefamv 
ly''  coming,  he  went  towards  them  with  a  sU^t 
ftelmg  of  trepidation.    The  Laird  shook  Mm  fsor- 
dM%.b^  theihand)  Miss  Misy  also  welcomed 
him  with  uncommon  briskness ;  and  Miss  Cua^ 
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n^if^glyiMTft  hersdf  looked  'so  pLoaaed^.tbat  it  was  .ob- 
served bj  sQine  of.  the  shrevd  obBeryers  agmmd 
iJiem,  that.^^  mai;  ^xaoge  dibigs  bdxxHae  to  pass 
than  tluil  Andr^ir  WyHe  should  be  ia«rrit.d  to 
Crai^^d's  iocbi^y'^  an  event,  in  thm  ijpbsmm, 
which  :erould  be  a  far  gjaeater  praraodon  tiiaa  bis 
seat  in  ParliamaH>  or  the  honour  gf  has  baronet^* 
Sir  An4fi@^  wtlkfid  with  1^  &mily  dofwa  tiie 
chnrdb-yard,  towardia  a  stile  whioh  Isd  into  the 
highway,  consid^rsUy  nearsr  '^  The  I^wkT  Hum 
the.  gate  that  op^ed  into  the  idllage*    In  gmag 
along  a  foot-path  thi^  wnded  auKmg  the  gianras 
they  happened  to  pass  1^  the  tosri^Nstocie' wJbeie 
he  had  so  fidthfuUy  been  attendedin  his  ls4p  bgr 
Mary,  and  with  an  instinctive  gbnoe^  he  loimarved 
that  she  threw  hex  eye  on  it,  aodtbat.a digte  csst 
!o{  thoij^htftdness  at  the  nuwoent  (ivcondiadowed 
countenance* 

« 

^^  If  s  something  the  waur  of  the  wear 
yon  tifne,^  sa^  he  ao&ly  to  ber^  asad  her  fiioe  m 
an  instant  w^  covj^red  with  bl^es*  «    , 

But,  with  cciisiderahte  spbiir  and  gaiety^  abe 
retorted,  ^^  And  I  doubt  you  have  forgotten 
oi  your  fifty  Psahns.'' 
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Ntydiiiig  more  passed  at  ihat  time,  for  the  Likird 
krterpofling  said  to  lum,  '^  I  hope,  Sir  Hebrew,  ye1I 
nootifek  to  takyour  kail  wTus;  bat  my  sister  wasna 
fond  to  bid  you,  ^^rose  we  hae  only  a  head  and 
ipkick,  and  a  eaidd  hen ;  but  I  ken  that  ane  of  Snoo- 
ze the  China  sowls  wee  gromphies  was  killed  yes* 
tiiaen^  and  gin'ye^  promise  to  intennit  with  us^ 
jnst  ih  ihe  wi^  of  pat-ldck,  well  get  it  roasted  by 
the  time  that  divine  service  is  o^er  in  the  after- 
mi^itL    Whatsayyef  I  hope  and  wish  ye  woidd 
OMne;  ftr  it*s  a  great  pleasance  to  me  to  see  and 
bear  of  a  lad  from  our  ifin  gait-end,  that  has  done 
so  Weel,  as  they  say  ye  hae ;  so  I  expeet  ye^Il  no 
be  biste,  but  just  use  your  freedom,  and  tak  a  bit 
B€%&bouify  chadt  o^  dinner.'* 
-■  Our  hero  was  delighted  with  the  invitation,  and 
gettmg  at  once  into  the  old  man'^s  humour,  said, 
with  a  drolling  accent,  and  a  significant  nod  both 
to  Mary  and  her  aunt,  ^^  If  it^s  no  a  sin.  Laird, 
i6t  dine  oiit  on  the  Sabbath-day,  I^m  sure  111  be 
~right  blithe  to  dine  wi*  you  at  the  Cndglands ; 
but  I  maun  first  tdl  grannie,  for  feiEu:  she  should 
be  angry.^ 

^  That's  a'  very  right,  my  man,'*  replied  the 
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was  fforpnsed  to  &id  a  handsome  c^axni^  waitaag 
to  receive  them.     But  though  the  equipage  was 
in  a  tasteful  modem  style,  the  lioirses  and  the 
coadhman  were  in  the  old  slov^dinees  of  the  Craig- 
lands.     The  horses  were  umnatched,  the  (me  be- 
ing black,  and  the  other  bay,  and  they  appeared 
as  rough  and  shaggy,  as  if  they  had  been  taken 
from  the  grass  that  morning,  and  harnessed  widi- 
out  being  gnMHned,'irhich  was  prdnUy  die  fact. 
(Md  Rolnn  Tmgle,  the  Lurd^s  man,  peirfi>Tmed  as 
many  offices  as  Scrub  in  the  play ;  and  was  ri- 
ding postillion  without  boots^  in  coarse  grey  wor- 
sted stockingB,  with  a  straw-rope  round  his  off. 
(dde  leg,  to  protect  it  from  being  chaied  by  iJie 
pole,**^indubitable  proofs  that  it  was  extremely 
probiUe  he  had  not  time,  or  ^^  eouldna  be  fieiafaed^ 
that  morning  to  attend  either  to  himself  or  the 
horses. 

Having  handed  the  ladies,  and  also  assisted  the 
Laird,  into  the  carriage,  Andrew  retired^  and 
Robin,  withaloud  cry  of  ^<  jee,  brutes  T  set  off  at 
a  sober  rate  towards  <'  The  Pkoe;""  while  Miss 
Misy,  pattmg  her  head  out  at  the  carriage-win. 
daw,  said,  ^  Mind  noo.  Sir  Andrew,  that  we^tt 

16 
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expect  to  see  both  you  and  your  grandmother,  and 
ye'U  tak  a  hearty  welcome  for  good  cheer.'' 

Our  hero,  as  this  stately  equipage  droye  away, 
stood  two  or  three  minutes  looking  after  it,  and 
thought,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  that  it  was 
no  longer  a  foolish  thing  to  even  himself  with 
Maiy  Cunningham. 


*  *  t  - 


vot.  iir. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 


BAFT  JAMIE. 


^^  IsNA  that  a  dreadfii^  fine  coach  ?^^  said  a 
voice  behind  Sir  Andrew,  as  he  still  continued 
looking  after  the  carriage.  '^  I'*se  warrant  ye 
ne^er  saw  the  like  o\  in  Lonon-^though  the 
King^s  there." 

Our  hero  was  a  little  startled  by  this  saluta- 
tion, and  turning  round,  beheld  daft  Jande  stand- 
ing on  the  steps  of  the  stile,  dressed  in  an  old 
cavalry  jacket.  On  his  head  was  the  crown  of 
a  hat,  cut  into  something  like  a  soldier'^s  cap ; 
his  neck  and  legs  were  bare,  and  his  whole  ap- 
pearance betokened  the  military  vanity  of  harm- 
less idiotcy. 

Jamie  was  neither  of  the  aborigines  of  the  pa- 
rish, nor  a  native  of  Ayrshire,  however  celebrated 
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that  county  may  be  for  the  production  of  sudi 
worthies.  In  our  heroes  tii-ie  he  was  not  known 
at  Stoneyholm,  where,  indeed,  he  was  only  an  oc- 
casional visitor,  in  consequence  of  making  it  one 
of  his  resting-places,  in  his  professional  journeys 
to  the  periodical  reviews  of  th^  garrisons  of  Glas- 
gow and  Ayr.  His  favourite  haunt  was  Green- 
ock, and  for  the  be^t  of  all  possible  reasons,  be- 
cause, as  he  said,  ^^  the  folk  there  were  just  like 
himsel.'' 

It  was  his  custom,  however,  when  he  happened 
to  be  at  Stoneyholm  on  Sunday,  to  follow  ^^  the 
family^  from  the  church  to  the  stile,  and  to  assist 
the  Laird  into  the  carriage,  for  which  he  was  usu- 
ally rewarded  by  the  ladies  with  a  penny.     But 
on  this  pocaffl(m,  as  they  were  squired  by  Sir  An- 
drew, to  whom  the  attention  of  the  crowd  was  so 
p^qticularly  directed,  and  whom  he  heard  spoken 
of  as  having  come  from  London  with  ^^  a  power 
of  ,mo;Qey,^  Jamie  diffidently  kept  aloof  till  the 
caxi49ge  drove  off,  when  seeing  our  hero  following 
it  with  his  eye,  he  naturally  imagined  that  it  was 
iQ,.Mdiyiirati(m  of  its  splendour. 

Sir  Andrew,  as  we  have  observed,  was  a  little 
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staETtled  «t  Jamie^s  salutation ; .  but  peirceiyiiig 
what  sort  of  personage  he  had  to  deal  with,  he 
replied,  "  Ay,  if  s  a  braw  coach.** 

Jamie,  encouraged  by  die  familiaritjr  of  this 
tm^er,  came  down  from  the  stile,  and  looking 
queerly  in  his  face,  said,  ^^  The  leddies  didna  gie 
you  ony  bawbees,  but  ye^  to  get  your  dinner. 
-They  baith  ^e  me  baubees  ancl  my  ^Cnner.*^ 

**  That's  because  ye're  a  captttn,  ye  ken,**  re- 
plied the  Baronet. 

^  Fm  thinking,*"  said  Jamie,  echoii^  the  opi- 
nions  he  had  heard  in  the  churdiyard,  ^^  that  ye 
should  make  up  to  ane  o"*  the  leddies.  I  hae  had 
a  thought  o^t,  man,  mair  than  anoe  mys^  ;  but 
Tm  no  sure  whilk  to  Uk!^ 

"  Is  that  posaWe  ?^  exclaimed  Sir  Andrew. 
"  TDeed  is%^  said  Jamie ;  <*  for  diough  Miss 
Mary'^s  the  bonniest,  Miss  IVtizy  keep«  the  keyv, 
and  Tm  desperate  keen  of  fbsh  and  tarte. '  But 
m  tell  you  something;  if  yell  iq>eak  a  gude  word 
for  me,  m  do  as  muckle  for  you ;  for  I  would 
like  unco  weel  to  hurl  in  that  biiaw  coach,  and 
walk  my  body  wi'  a  golden-headed  cane  fike  the 
Laird.-" 
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A  bargain  be't,^  said  Sir  Andrew,  laughing ; 
^'  rU  no  fail  to  do  my  best  for  you  with  Miss 
Mizy.'^ 

^*  And  what  for  no  wi'  Miss  Mary  ?^  said  J*, 
mie,  looking  at  him  peeringly ;  and  then  he  cried, 
'^  O  ho,  my  hearty,  is;  that  the  way  tibe  land.lie&^ 
already.  Howsomerer,  there^s  my  hand,  throi^ 
foul  or  fair— eyes  right,  and  look  to  yoor  of** 
ficer.'' 

There  waa  something  in  this  little  scene  whidt 
made  our  hero  feel  dissatisfied  with  himsd£  He 
had  not  given  the  idiot  credit  for  half  the  discern- 
ment he  possessed,  and  to  be  qnit  of  him  tookooik 
a  sixpence,  and  giving  it  hastily  to  Jamie,  txani 
ed  and  walked  away. 

As  Sir  Andrew  ascended  the  steps  of  the  stile^ 
and  went  home  to  his  grandmother^s  cottage 
through  the  churchyard,  Jamie  ran  leaping  and 
exulting,  holding  the  sixpence  aloft  between  his 
finger  and  thumb,  straight  on  to  The  Place,  where 
he  arrived  just  as  the  carriage  was  driving  off  after 
setting  down  the  family. 

^^  What^s  making  you  so  glad  the  day,  Jamie,* 
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Slid  Maiy  to  him,  wiio  was  'stall  staiMJing  at  the 
door. 

**  Do  you  see  what  I  hae  got  ?**  was  the  reply, 
shewing  the  sixpoice ;  and  adding,  ^^  noo,  T71  hae 
ay  or  no  fraeMiss  Misy — and  if  shell  no  tak  me, 
then  m  tak  you.  But  na ;  I  canna  do  that  noo, 
honour,  honour — that  puts  an  end.  Miss  IVIary, 
to  a'  your  hopes  o*  me." 

**  YeVe  certainly,  I  see,*  said  Miss  Cunning- 
ham, hnighii^ly,  ^^  a  rich  match  indeed ;  but  who 
gaye  you  the  sixpence  ?" 

-  "  The  wee  man  wT  the  miidde  purse ;  but  I\n 
no  at  liberty  to  say  ony  mair,  so  spear  nae  ques- 
tions, and  m  tell  nae  liesF  replied  Jamie.  '^  But, 
Miss  Mary,  he^s  a  fine  bit  body  yon — I  wonder 
ye  canna  tak  a  fancy  tilTt— eh.  Miss  Mary,  lie^s 
just  like  a  bonny  wee  china  pourie,  full  o^  thick 
ream.  Ye  would  lick  your  lips  an  ye  kent  what 
I  ken — ^I  redd  ye,  Miss  Mary,  to  msk  muckle  cT 
him,  or  I  wouldna  be  surprised  an  he  fuff^d  awa* 
wi^  a^  his  goud  and  gear  to  Miss  Jenny  Templei. 
ton  o""  the  Braehead,  thai's  got  the  tocher  &ae 
Indy,    Oh,  she's  a  sonsy,  rosy  cheekit  lass !   I 
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would  like  to  hae  a  sheep^s  head  wi"^  as  gude  a  cnff 
o'  the  neck.  He^U  get  a  Hen  bargain  that  gets 
Miss  Jenny.'' 

.  Miss  Cunningham,  amazed  and  suiprised  at 
this  speech,,  said,  ^^  But,  Jamie,  what  makes  you 
think  the  wee  man  wi'  the  muckle  purse  is  likely 
to  prefer  me  first  to  Miss  Jenny  Templeton.'' 
-  "  That's  a  questbn  amang  divines,  Miss  Mary," 
replied  Jamie*  "  But  if  I  were  in  your  place, 
wh^  he's  getting  his  dinner  wi'  you  the  day,  I 
would  gie  him  the  tappy^tourock  o'  the  pye,  and 
the  best  1^  o'  the  fat  hen ;  and  wha  kens  what 
may  be  the  upshot." 

''.  But,  Jamie,"  said  Miss  Cunningham,  ^^  this 
i^  not  leap-year.  The  ladies  are  not  free  to  coinrt 
but  in  leap-yeaxs." 

^^  That  may  be  the  rule,  Miss  Mary,  in  ordinary 
times.  But  men's  growing  scarce — ^the  raiment 
that's  noo  at  Ayr,  is  under  orders  for  America ; 
they'll  tak  a  whole  thousand  awa'  themselves^-and 
gin  the  wai^  continues  lang,  ye'll  hardly  get  a  lad  in 
tin^  {or  lore  or  money,  so  I  wadna  be  overly  par- 
ticular about  leiqp-years ;  especially  when  sic  a 
Godsend  has  come  to  your  doors,  as  yon  nice 


]d9  CHA^TEB  XVm. 

coitthy  L<m<m  twcEe ;  they  say  lie  had  a  putse  o* 

gold  as  big  as  a  boH  d*  potatoe**'^ 

^^  Come  in,  Mary  Cmmingham,"*  amd  Miss 
Mizy  from  the  parhmr,  ^  and  dinha  stand  clish- 
madaTO'ing  with  that  haverel  there  on  ibe  Salv 
hath-day."" 

^^  I''m  thinking.  Miss  Mi^,  yell  hae  to  mend 
your  manners,^  retorted  Jamie ;  ^^  I  nuiy  be  a  ha- 
Yerel,  but  evory  bo^  kens  what  ye're."" 

^^  Come  bai,  and  close  the  door  immedientj^,'^ 
said  the  midden  lady,  still  moi^  sharjdy ;  at  which 
words  Jamie  rushed  past  Miss  Cunningham,  and 
looking  into  the  parlour  where  Miss  Miay  was  sit- 
tung  with  the  Laird,  said,  ^^  I  hae  a  saxpence  im^ 
der  my  thumb,  and  111  get  credit  in  ilka  town  ; 
so.  Miss  Mizy,  ye  may  look  to  yoursel.  The  poor 
man  gets  aye  a  poor  marriage,  and  when  I  had 
naethihg  I  irt'as  &in  to  draw  up  wi^  you.  But  the 
w(^ld''8  changed  noo«^I'm  for  a  lass  wi'  a  lump  o^ 
laikl,  and  a  young  ane  too,  Miss  Mizy.  Howsom* 
ever^  no  to  mak  a  rent  and  a  rive  o''t  a^thegkher 
between  us,  gin  ye  hae  the  shachle  bane  o^  a  nraa«> 
xi^n  ham.  111  find  a  comer  near  my  heart  for  a^< 
the  fledi  on't  along  wi^  your  Umduoss,  Mios  Misje^ 
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—for  I*m  growing  yawp,  and  himger,  though  it''s 
gude  kitchen  to  a  cauld  potato,  is  a  wet  divot  to 

« 

the  low  o'  love.'*' 

^^  Weel,  weel,  Jamie,  gang  butt  the  house,  and 
see  what  the  lasses  hae  got  in  the  pantry,^  said 
Miss  Mizy ;  while  the  Laird,  with  whom  Jamie 
was  a  favourite,  gave  one  of  these  sudden  great 
roaring  lailghs,  which  are  so  well  known  by  the 
generic  term  of  a  guffaw,  observing,  when  he  stop- 
ped, which  he  did  almost  as  abruptly  as  he  began, 
^*  Really,  he's  a  ready-witted  fool  that" 
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CHAPTER  XIX.      .. 


t       * 


THE  L'AlEiy^B  IXBAWIKG-EOOM. 


Whek  Sir  Andrew  returned  to  his  grandiD^ 
tber'^s  cott^,  aiidiitfbrmed  Her  how  h§  had  been 
pressed,  both  by  the  Lahd  himself  and  Miss  Misy, 
to  bring  her  with  him  to  dinner,  she  said,  *^  ItV:a 
great  honour  and  testification,  my  lad,  that  ye 
should  be  invited  to  dine  at  The  Plac^;  tod  wryda 
only,  but  even  me.  I  never  thought  to  see  lite 
like  o^  that ;  but  ye  maunna  be  overly  lifted  up 
wi^*' 

^*  But  will  ye  come  wP  me  ?  What  say  ye  lo 
that,  granny?*  ^ 

*^  ^Deed  no,  my  baim,^  was  the  jtidioious  Mi 
hiunble  reply ;  ^  Vm  no  used  to  the  cen^noiiiab 
at  the  banquettings  d*  the  gteat,  and  I^m  ower  aiald 
now  to  learn ;  but  Fm  blithe  and  thankful  tosee 


THE  LAIB0^S  PIMLWXK6-B00M.  1^ 

sae  great  a  respect  paid  to  joa ;  for  wha  that  has 
seen  the  eydent  hand  and  unwearied  foot  wf  which 
I  have  80  long  ca'd  at  my  wheel,  no  to  be  a  cess, 
would  ever  hae  thought  that  I  would  be  requeeshtr 
ed  to  tak  my  dinner  in  the  Craigland  dining-room 
wi'  thefsunily.^  ... 

Our  hero  felt  his  heart  glow  with  venerafion  at 
the  motives  by  whidi  his  grioiidmoth^  was  actua<^ 
ted,  and  he  sat  for  some  time  in  silence.;  at  last  he 
.  said,  ^^  I'm  nae  doobt  vera  meikle  oUi^kted  to  the 
Laird  for  his  civeelily ;  but — and  I  dinna  say  it 
W^  of  ostent^tiw  and .  vamty-*—!  may  take  my 
placo  wiith  him  at  ^e  same  board,  onywhere,.  and 
.  Qo.be  thought  aa  intruder ;  and,  therefore,  if  it 
W^ana  putting,  yoi^  to  an  excess  o^  trouble,  I  wish 
y9  w^mU  go  with  me  to  l^he  Flace.'*^ 

^^  If  it's  to  pleasure  you,  Andsew^as  it's  |four 

wekxHne  home,  I'll  no  make  an  obstacle  wi'  my  ain 

vrtyectfras.;  bnl;  ye. ken. the  Laird  himself,  poor 

silly  carl,  has  an  unco  rouse  o'  his  family  ;.and  Miss 

^]^i^,  though  she's  vera  discreet  in  some  things, 

j0<dw  down  m  a'  pqo^  fplk,  and  was  ne'er  overty 

,w;ell  pleas^  f^.^en.  Miss  Mary  yisited  me  with 

]|er  ha^^  fapii}iA]%*    Howsever,  I^lgang-wi*^ 
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ye,  but  I  would  amaist  take  it  a  .kindness  if  y^ 
didna  insist.^ 

Our  hero,  however,  had  a  motiye  i^  pressing  h^ 
acceptance  of  the  invitation ;  for  retaining  a  dm* 
tinct  recollection  of  the  pecuharities  both  of  diet 
Laird  and  Miss  Mizy,  he  was  desixous  to^  see 
how  fisur  they  had  infected  Mary  with  thear  pc^iib- 
dices ;  being  determined  tp  make  her  behaviour  t^ 
wards  his  venerable  parent  in  some  measure  -a  teal 
of  her  character,  i^  order  to  govern  himself  in  the^ 
indulgence  of  that  regard,  .which,  akhpngfa  atna 
period  so  strong  as  to  me^t  the  epithet:  of  pas^. 
sion,  was  undoubtedly  warm^ c,  whil^.  it  was  as 
stant  as  fraternal  affection.      ... 

Accordin^y,  at  the  close  of  the  afteniqoa 
vice,  his  grandmother,  on  hia  reiterated,  reqa^tst 
walked  with  him  to  the  mansionnhaiise^,  On  sp- 
preaching  the  well-known  entrance  to  theaveniae 
which  opened  fi*om  the  high  rqad,  he.  .if  as- struck 
with  the  air  of  renovation  which  every  olgect  haiiSL 
been  made  to  assume.  The  square  pillars  wesei 
not  only  rebuilt,  ^ut  the  two  stone,  globes  ;wfaieli 
had  lain  for  many  years  on  the:  grpvmdiw^e  re- 
placed cm  their  summits.     Thc^  iron,  gsftesy.  .vhi 
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hod  HLOt  "been  pcfinted  for  years  before  hid  ymmg^ 
raiiieinfaraiiee,<— ^asd  cue.  of  which  had  long  fidlen 
from  its  hinges,  and  be^  drawn  iudde  from  its 
jvoper  Btation^-^ndioiie  in  the  foiiest  white,  and 
s^mng  faannonionsly  in  tfaeir  {nroper  places*  The 
amtme  itBodf  had  also  npd^cme  aprodigioos  im- 
pfoftitiWBti  it  was  considerably  smootherioid  bet* 
ter  defined  along  ^  matgin  than  the  kill's  h%h« 
way,  which  was  not  the  case  before  hk  departure 
for  iiOmdon ;  and  the  mansion  itself  had  not  mly 
reeeitied  a*  dbading  white-washing,  bnt  the  sashes 
ofsev^alc^the  wit^irs  wererenewied.  Instead, 
however,  of  three  sindS  windows  on  each  side  of 
the  door,  aa  formerly,  there  was  now  but  <mej  iu 
the  Venetian  taste — a  contriyance  sc^gested  b^ 
Miss  Mixy  to  erade  the  window-tax,  wh^i  the 
erwi^nemoraiife  tdple  assessment  was  proposed. 
TiM^Haice  bad  indeed  reoeived  very  extensive,  and 
e^ett  sdme  racBcal  reformations,  and  not  only  b^ 
tttPtoony  to  the  improved  spirit  of  l^  i^e,  but 
incited  sotnething  of  fte  tiuste  which  Mary  had 
acquired  diiring  her  residence  im  Ec&dburgh,  and 
ef  the  influence  wUch  she  possessed  over  her  fo- 
tbsrv  But  it  seeibed,  to  the  enlarged  sight  of  our 
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Imo^  johiweBkrqnkprodTgioiMly'fiBOgi  lis  Jbimar 
gundeiBr,  ahlioiighitirav^oertatDfyyfiir  SiwriaiMi, 
stiU  «  respectable  coQittrj  seat  . 

^  An^bew  aad  liis  fptMmimoAierif  on  anhiog 
•t  the  door^  waiie  fibewn  mlo  tbedfairixigtt^room*1iy 
BobJB  Tii^e, now  aoting mdie  ckpacd^xif  liOt- 
iMuiylutTnigpatuphishQiBes*  'MxBBMmyAaa^ 
fbcie  was  no  need  tO'  be  so  oeramonio^lSy  «rftlk 
L4didhiBisdf  saidk  WIS  avoxkof  sopeneirof^atiaB; 
b«t  Maiy  over-niled  their  olgectians,  bjr  tenaiBft- 
ing  her  annt  of  the  fiooe  fooAtg  jBL  wlricb  Acy 
had  found  our  hero  among  dw  gmat  m  I«andaii. 
Accordingly,  the  drawing-room  mrada^-rtiitAl^mSy 
which  had  not  been  openeddbr  aitlc^wfea  fintnight 
before,  were  unclosed;  and^-as-we ]|«¥0  a^d^ibe 
goe^  shewn  into  it  by  idie^Ikabd's  man. 

The  drawing-room  ci.  the  Cjrs^^bnd%-  dboflgb 
without  ^question  the  most  spkndid  njihiliiflnt 
in  the  ^ole  parish  of  Stoneyfaobn^-And.'iniiAe 
iqpimon  ot  old  Martha,  ^^  just  a  pabu^^  rdonld 
vesUyboast  of  no^ery  rsmadkaUe  om«meiit%rither 
of  decoralio&  or  of  art  It  contained  aia^gamn- 
wieldy .  settee,  of  odewt  amoi^t^  with.-jtWrfilBt 
inttoduction  of  diat  species  .of  araenndi»eiM^dilo 
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ibuBw&A  a£  Scotland^  Isehig  tfnecf  tfacjr^Ucs  o£  the 

eared  for  The  Place,  when  lie  changed  tbe  aneieiit 
.  caafle  into  a  aaaoflitta ;  khkd  Qrigiiia%  been  co- 
<Teradw»th  needfe-^iFQi^i  tbt  dtilliii  endeftTovr  of 
j^  then  IMj  CmigliHMln  and  her  fi^e  damght^s 

toiMkate  Jio9wraai)dpeacQclQ9>  in  whki^  they  aoc- 
ibeeded  .alnoat  aa  well,  both  m  eflM^  wnd  dosigD, 
4ia.  the<  fixeenock  aoolpter^  who  earred  the  cele- 
hnitod  oiigjof 'Vuloanin  the  Vemielof  thM  (daiis- 
'  kal  town.  But  'Mimarra^  emrious  of  theis  a«CQeas, 
himn^  in  ^ shape. of  nunyflhoiildetB^  wotn  oe* 
verid  holea  in  the  worky  the  eofii  waa^at  this  pe^ 
liod  ootveied  wiih  aim^, white  dimity,  as  were 
also  the  cosUmis^  of  the  dbaira. 

ThewaUs  of  the  rooin  wei?e  stained  with  g9a^9 
die  noat  eoctravagfant  of  aU  ootours^  aaJMEisa  Mky 
4old  daa  Yintova . who" adndred  it;  imd  Dver  the 
ehinmeyhung  a  map  of  Eiun^,  wodkedon  while 
Mm  hy  Mary,  at  Mrs  Pxcjinlf  s  boasding-aobod 
■  id  >E£nbuif  h^  whieh  her  father  aaauted  his  fiieoids, 
was  iiioat  xurioiialy  '  particslar,  thcN^  France 
happened  to  be  opitted^dther  in  conaeqiienoe  of 
the  goveraeaa^  Jbdieying  tiiai  Mr  Bnrloe  dadaoed 
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a  §BUSt  when  he  said,  ^  Frsnce  was  stnidc  cnit  of 
the  map,^  or  because  in  drawing  the  outline  ghe 
had  omitted  to  leave  room  to  insert  it.  On  eactk 
side  of  this  qdendid  disjday  of  iP'enelopian  indus^ 
try  and  geographical  knowledge,  hmig  two  paints 
ings,  which  were  paid  for  as  likenesses  of  the  I^aird 
and  his  Lady  in  the  hak^oi)  days  of  tbdi  tnridkt 
beauty ;  bat  with  what  propriety  waa  never  aatia^ 
ftetorily  ascertahied;  Craiglands  hinisetf,  however^ 
affirmed,  that  the  mde  on  his  wi&'^t  c|ieek  was  as 
aatctral  as  hfe,  and  the  scar  on  the  bade  of  hu 
own  hand  could  not  be  better  vq»esented.  Along^ 
ike  waD  fronting  the  window  htD%  twdve  ancient 
coloured  me^o^to  engravmgs,  in  Mack  finamea^ 
representing,  with  aU  th^  appropiiate  symbolfi^ 
the  twelve  mondis  of  the  year ;  die  j^assea  of  se« 

veral  wcire  oftoked,  and  a  starred  fractore  over  the 
face  of  &e  fatoonnng  lilay  was  ingemously  ai^icU 
ed  by  a  i»ece  of  putty,  wludi  entirely  concealed 
her  smiles  and  her  bean^.  These  also  were  relica 
(^thegnmd  days  of  the  Craiglands;  and  tiie  fike 
of  them,  according  to  the  traditions  of  the  fionily; 
were  not  in  all  Scodand  when  they  wene  firat 
bfought  to  it  There  was  but  one  other  omainevii 

8 
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1  the  walls,  and  that  was  a  looking-glass  behind 
le  door,  and  opposite  to  the  fire-place ;  it  was  a 
rench  plate  of  considerable  dimensions,  set  in  a 
ame  of  smaU  ones  with  gilded  rims,  so  shaped 
[id  arranged  as  to  present  some  almost  hierogly- 
hical  indication  of  leaves  and  roses ;  and  under- 
eath  this  pride  and  glory  of  the  Craiglands  stood 
second-hand  harpsichord,  that  had  been  purcha^* 
sd  at  Edinburgh  for  Mary,  at  the  enormous  cost, 
8  the  Laird  ofteti  repeated^  of  ten  pounds  geven 
hillings,  besides  the  box,  and  the  expe|io«  oS 
wringing  it  to  the  Craiglands. 


t6S  CHAFTBB 


CHAPTER  XX. 


THS  LAKDI^D  nrrvuiBT. 


The  Laizd  was  alone  in  tbe  dTawu^-^ixair 
itheof  ^  Andrew  and  his  gnrndmother  entored; 
and  upon  their  appearance,  without  movi^  £tia 
Im  chair,  aaid,  ^^  Come  awa,  Martha,  and  tak  a 
seiN;.  I  am  very  well  pleased  to  see  you  and  your 
grandson,  whom  I«am  happy  to  hear  is  a  wed- 
doing  lad^  and  likely  to  be  agneat  ooivfort  to  yoor 
auldage*^ 

Sir  Andrew  felt  his  Uood  stir  a  little  at  the 
rude  superctUousness  of  this  receptionH-*-biit  the 
supercilious,  howeY«r  refined,  are  always  rudf^^T" 
and  compassionating  the  Laird'^s  obtuse  igUo^RQice 
and  indolence,  he  soon  subdued  the  hei^^of  the 
moment^  and  wisely  resolved  to  maike  a  visit,.  irhiGt 


Lri 
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he  apprdended  might  otherwise  tax  his  humility, 
a  source,  if  possible,  dT  amusement.  Accordingly, 
he  took  his  seat  modestly  at  some  distance  from 
the  Laird,  whom  he  slyly  drew  into  conversation, 
by  commending  the  manifold  and  visible  improve- 
ments which  had  taken  place  In  the  country  da- 
ring his  absence.  With  all  which  Craiglands  ex-t 
pressed  the  most  satis&c^ory  acquiescence,  till  the 
Baronet,  in  an  unguarded  moment,  happened, 
among  the  topics  of  his  comjnendfttion,  to  advert 
to  the  cBffusion  of  opd^ioe  by  the  smtsbductum  <£ 
the  cotton  manufactures. 

•*(  Ah  I  Sir  Andrew,^  said  that  i&ummated  po« 
Htical  eeonoftiist,  ^  it  was  a  black  day  whfen  poor 
Scotlimd  saM^  the  incommg  pestilence  of  the  cotton 
J^mies.  The  refbitmer^  and  them  were  baitfaclec^ 
at  the  same  time,  and  they'll  live  and  thrivt,^and 
I  hope  will  be  damn'^d  thegither.^       : 

"  Wheesht^wheesht,  Laird  H  exclaiinedtheold 
wonuua ;  ^^  thaf  s>  an  awAx^  irord-*4remember  tJie 
SAlbbatWay.'' 

:'■  ^^  Remiimber  the  deevil  T  cried  this  worthjr 
member  of  the  landed  mterest.     '*  Isna  what  I 
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say  a  GoS'n  tnttli  ?  The' veia  weavers  in  Gia&gofw 
and  F^ddey  liae  houses,  Vm  told^  that  the  Craig^ 
hmds  here  wouldna  be  a  byre  to.  Can  bny  gnde 
come,  bat  rice  and  immorality,  firom  sic  upsetting 
in  a  Christiaii  kingdom  ? — ^What  would  ye  think, 
Sir  Andrew,  one  o^  the  trash,  MaciEindoe,  a  ma- 
nofkcturer,  had  the  impudence  to  bid  ags^nst  my 
Lord  at  the  roup  of  the  Friersland,  and  not  only 
outbade  his  man  o'  businesfi,  but  even  Major  Hy- 
der,  the  nabob  from  India.*** 

^  That,'*  repKed  the  Baronet,  "  was  indeed  vera 
surprising,  Laird ;  sic  a  thing  wouldna  hae  hap- 
pened in  the  days  of  my  youth,  nor  in  times  afore 
them.  But  I  dinna  think  the  Major  o'  ony  better 
stock  iSbsca  Mr  Macandoe ;  for  his  father,  ye  ken, 
was  the  town-drummer  of  Kihnaining,  and  he  him<* 
sel^  as  I  hae  heard,  listed  as  a  common  soldier  at 
the  outbreaking  o^  the  American  war."' 

**  YeVe  no  far  wrang  in  some  particulars,**  in- 
terrupted the  Laird ;  "  but  he  raised  himsel  by 
his  merits  in  the  service  of  his  king  and  country, 
md  made  his  fortune  in  the  wars  o*  India,  which 
is  an  unco  difference  to  cotton  spimiing.'** 
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^^  Aji  there^s  some  truth  m  that,  Laird^^  xe* 
plied  our  hero.  ^^  But  irhiy^'s  the  story  (o^  tfak 
M*candoe  ?'' 

^'  Story  !  poogh^^—He  wm  the  get  of  a  Kilwin* 
DingweaTer,^^  gaid  Ciiaigknds,  ^'  and.gaed  iutil 
Glai^w  irhen  the  cotton-wari^  began,  n^iere  he 
got  credit ;  but  idiethex  by  stealing  chies,  or  set*- 
ting  vindmill  bolls  agdng,  Xnerer  beard  die  rights 
o\  When  he  took  possession  of  the  Fruerslandyl 
was  obligated,  out  o'  the  ra^peet  dw  to  n^  fkxmky^ 
to  bpy  a  diaise,  £}r  he  has  got  .one,  and  wi'  horses 
and  flonldes  too»  Aat  th^r  aay  my  Lord  hiwael 
hasna  the  like  p\  It^s  enouj^  Sir  Aiidrew,  to 
gar  a  bodie  scnnner  to  hear  o^  we^Ters  in  eoacheei, 
m"  flunkifiB  ahint  them.  Mary  would  fidn  hae 
had  me  to  xnItiYate  a  Yitkntifwi«<fn»^*^i^taiiOf  with 
him;  £or, aa  she  said,  Mrs  Maeandoe  didna  want 
sense,  and  «iie  of  their  dodbtters  was  At  ihe  £dhir 
burgh  school,  leammg  manners  wF  her,  aad  was 
A  fine  lasae ;  but  I  would  as  soon  nl  in  a  Re- 
lief kid:,  as  darken  the  ioot  o^  caoy  sic  catde.^ 

^'  Ay,  but^  Laiid,"^  inta^osed  the  old  woman^ 
^  there  has  been  a  growth  o^maoj-oomibrts  since 
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die  cdttm-^i£riu  yrere  brought  in.  Thexe^i  Jfeaay 
Eydent,  when  her  gudeman  brak,  and  die?t  cf  s 
br<A:ai  heart,  m  the  calamity  o^  the  Ayr  *  bank, 
die  was  left  wi'  a  sma*  £unily  o*  seren  weans,  'five 
dochters,  atid  twa  twin^iabiea  o^  lad  bairns,  and 
no  help  but  her  ten  fingears.     See  what  die  baa 
been  enaUed  to  do  by  the  tamboiuing.      Th^wtSs 
no  a  better  dad,  or  a  better  bred  fiumljr  in  a^  tibe 
kintra  side.    MisB  Janet,  her  second  dochtev^.  a 
weeUfar^t  lassie^  was  cried  die  day,  for  a  purpoae 
o**  marriage  with  John  Sailfinr,  diat%  noo  a  captaai 
of  a  three-niastit  shipfrae  Greenock;  and  her  stm 
Wifly,  that's  so  douce  and  comely  in  the  kirk,  to 
the  pleasure  of  e^vvry  body  tbat'sees  him,  is  gaitn 
intUl  Glae^w  to  learn  to  be  a  minist^  ;  for  die 
cotton-woik»haeinadetliat,  whilkinngrdaj  w^mld 
hae  been  a  sore  burden,  a  stock  in  trade  o^  mony 
hands,  whom  the  Lord  has  blessed  with  thriftiiieaa 
and  prosperity.^ 

^^  Ay,  but,  grannie,  ye  ken,^.  said  Sir  Andsew, 
pawldly,  ^^  what  a  rise  has  since  been  in  the  price 
of  butter  and  cheese — ^that,  to  be  sure,  may.  have 
gi'en  a  lift  to  the  rent  o^  land ;  but  then  the  day- 
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M^tirefV  wnge  Ws  doubkd^  4ttd  ooota  4ttd  hate 

^  BeaUy^^  Sis  Andre^,^  rejdied  the  laird, 

vdbfaaig  iris  haads  with  mthbctiim,  and  givii^ 

one  oi  fak  UNtfdini^  guffiiwe,  '^  I  hftve&a  heaa^ 

vid  a  goqpd  iruth  for  a  long  timeu    But  they  te]l 

^neyeVe  wondeilu'*  ckver^  «id  fwrely  that  observe 

vas  a  proof  and  testhoany  of  the  same.     Come, 

4nnr  your  bbais  doaer  to  mine  ;  for  I'm  fash'd 

nri^ia. :ihcniciatieBe in  my^ aim^andeanna  thole  to 

vonqretse  o'er  my;diM[ther.''' ,  \   ..    ■ 

:  tAx.  tluB  JiMietore  Miss  Miay  came  into  the 

Ofoom,  and  passk^  jold  Ma«th%  took  her  place  in 

die  seai  .of  hottoar,  &etiig  hex  broth»,  he&re 

fflberipokei     Our  her<%  vho  had  hi^pxa  to  .gain  a 

ditde  in-  the  LuidV  jgooA  cfpxdm,  was  soxnewb^ 

disoonoerted  by  ibis  xud^iesay  )EUid  drew  no  fa^ 

.toonUe  axq^iuyiof  die  n^annerg  of  Maiy,  who 

had  not  yet  made  her  appearance.  The  fitct  was, 

liiat,  after  thinr  return  from  church.  Miss  Cun- 

isoigliam,  ^littther  iaflnisnced  by  the  exhortation 

00idaft  Jaime^  oar  by  the  manners  sheliad  le»nt 

4rt  Edmboigh^iiiduoed  her  aunt^  in  consideratiim 
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of  tlificank  of  l3teir  gueetf  to  mi^e  some  4^|^til^ 
to  tlie  dinner  beyond  the  pi^  whicji  th^  {«%bd 
himself  Bad  ordei^  to  he  xoafi^d;  sxiA  m  t^e 
supeniitenddnce  and  dinedion  of  the  ^am^  tb(s 
ladies  had  in  the  meoiitijne  heeii  m^ojred. 

^^  Sister,^  said  the  Laird  to  Misa  Mi«y.  wli» 
ehe  had  taken  h»  fieat^  ^^  I'm  vastly  we^  fd^aaed 
with  this  lad's  sense  aiid  discreti^n^'^r .-         - 

"Deaf  m^  brother,'' rej^ed  t^ ^^9  JSf^eerij^ 
"  ye  ioTget  that  he'a  voaa-  BaiiKiiel^  9md  wl  ^ect 
Parliament-man ;"  and  tuzaiB^^w]^  a.  joaddc^  to^ 
our  hew),  ahe  added,  ^«  ffir  Audj^p  3reJkf#  tlie 
LaiwPs  jocbse  way,  and  jeTl  w  Jtak  it  iU,  iths 
should  noo  and  di^n  Begtd^  jomr  teeds^^ 

*^  O  no,  Mi«  Mizy,  A^  Laird  and  I  ase  j^ 
acqudffitance  of  y^tq^dayv  4i^d  we^caa  tour  siuckle 
wi*  aae  another  for  mid  Jang  Bjiof.^  , ,  ( 

"  A»dre^  Wylie,'*  eii^  Us 

^  ho^  can  ye  faceak  tfap  LaxdTs  dbgr  hgr  sfMilBiBg 
o^  Bongs,  and  the  like  o'  eio  •di£ngJ\ 

At  this  eiiws  Maty  entoaad  iMw9iaBu:mii§j^  li^ff 
c^iqAJxioh  aomiewhat  lM%]|traed4  btttr-^wimitHr 
from  any  moral  qv  phjmd  antaei^ifliether  ftan 
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sentaments  conneeted  with  semg  our  hero  an  ho- 
noured guest  in  her  father^s  house,  or  horn  the 
reflection  of  ihe  kitchen-fire,  in  consequence  of 
her  presence  hdng  requiate  to  d&reet  the  maids 
in  some  of  the  nicer  culinary  mysteries,  that  the 
occasion  had  made  her  desirous  to  see  properly 
pef&rmed,  is  a  questi<m  that  we  shall  not  attempt 
to  settle.  The  blusli^  however,  of  the  moment, 
lost  none  of  its  gracefulness  by  the  manner  in 
which  she  went  to  old  Martha,  and  said,  ^  I  am 
giad  to  see  you,  asd  hiqy^  that  you  have  come 
with^-^-^and  she  hesitated  for  an  instant,  and  then 
added,  **  your  grandson.*^ 

She  afterwards  turned  to  the  Baronet,  and 
with  a  gay  but  somewhat]  embarrassed  air,  said, 
^  Sir  Andrew,  I  fear  yon  great  London  folks 
will  have  spoiled  your  relish  for  our  plain  coun- 
try ftrc?'' 

*'  The  oompaiiy,''  replied  Sir  Andrew  gallant- 
ly, ^^  lAotdd  aye  be  llie  best  dainties  at  a^  ban- 
qiiets ;  and  the  head  and  pluck,  with  the  seeking 
giympby  duA:  your  father  promised,  canna  fail  to 

-VOL.  m.  '  H 
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please^  ^with  Miss  Mizy^s  sauce  and  your  gamifih- 

There  was  a  little  tendency  to  a  pun  in  thts, 
which  Miss  Cunningham  perceived  and  perfectly 
understood ;  but  her  aunt  took  it  as  k  conipli- 
ment,  while  the  Laird  threw  himself  "back  in  Bis 
chair,  and  roared  his  delight  with  one  of  his  hear- 
tiest and  most  ungovernable  peals  of  laughter,  de- . 
claring  when  he  stopped,  that  he  had  not  heard 
sic  a  fimny  saying  he  didna  ken  when. 

When  dinner  was  announced,  Sir  Andrew  step- 
ped forward  two  or  three  paces  to  give  Miss  Misy 
his  arm ;  but  suddenly  remembering  in  what  lofty 
company  he  then  was,  he  retired  back,  and  fol- 
lowed his  grandmother,  whom  the  Laird  left  be- 
hind. 

Miss  Mary  probably  guessed  the  object  of  our 
heroes  alertness  and  sudden  halt ;  for,  instead  of 
going  on  after  her  &ther,  as  the  usual  routane  of 
their  procession  from  the  drawing-room  was  on 
company  occasions,  at  Pace,  and  Yule,  and  high 
times,  she  abruptly  stepped  aside,  and  turning 
back  to  the  manUe-piecjp  as  if  to  look  for  8om». 
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tig,  contrived  to  allow  Martha  and  Sir  Andrew 
enter  tbe  dining-room  some  time  before  her. 
lus,  without  giving  any  cause  for  observation, 
iicately  performing  that  homage  which  is  due 
invited  guests. 
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BUEAKiNG'  1MB  tCt. 


In  the  meantime/ Lord  tod  1-1%  Sahdy&td^ 
^fter  parting  from  t^ur  hefro,  had  puxsoed  their 
journey  to  Auchinward,  where  they  Bxnvediixsat 
the  same  time  that  he  reached  Stioneyhohn.     ffir. 
Archibald  and  Lady  Margaret  w»e  delighted  to 
see  them ;  and  when  informed  of  the  secret  object 
of  their  visit,  and  of  the  m6th«eB  *iy  ?^hidi  thiit . 
noble  fiierids  were  actuated  towawb  Siii  Andrew^ 
4ho  was  described  as  the  architect  ef  thdr  kap-t 
piness,  they  entered  with  jieal  «ad  aU^nrity  into^ 
thefar  views.  They  toM  them,  lioWevcr,  ttat  Miaar 
Cunningham  had  the  -reputation  «f  being 
ingly  proud  and  consequtetial,-*4he  ^oliiig. 
deed,  of  the  Cra^lands  family ;  aad  diit  jbe  hmdU 
already  xefused  some  o^  the  besl^ natahes  ia.tlie 
county. 
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'^  As  the  %are  of  Sir  Andrew,^  said  Sir  Arclii- 
\Mf  is  not  Hkely'ta  recommend  Um  to  a  lady> 
eye,  I  fear,  considering  dso  his  low  or^in,  duKt 
the  nndertakiiq;  will  b6  mofit  difficult  tbsn  you 
ittiagm^.  The  journey,  however,  will  probably, 
in  other  respects^  bcrofadratt^^  lo  him ;  for,  if 
he  is  decidedly  refosed,  or  perhaps  disgusted,  in 
conseqpience  of  t;he  i^aage  that  may  have  taken 
place  in  his  own  taste,  in  so  long  an  absence,  he 
w31  &el  Uuisell  fr#  to  )^K>98e  els^here.^ 

The  Countess  Tc^lied)  ^^  Tberciia  much  in  what 
you  say^  J%r -ArclBhald^  and  were  our  fitiend  an 
or£nary  mini  the  jusfeqess  i^  your  observations 
#euUmakemedespa»ofl^b^simciiSu  But  there 
is  ad  much  hear!  about  hij^<^he  is  all  hesrt<— that, 
I,do  bdiete^  were  he  ta  be  rejected  by  Miss  Cu»> 
ningham,  he  wdu)d  soon  sink  into  despondency. 
Vvm.  wlwt  I  bi^#  observed  of  his  -earnest  and^ 
pessevering  ebftractar,  I  nm  persuaded,  thsit  if  she 
was'iiot  die  jole  d^ect  of  his  amUtien,  her  image 
eettstitnted  no  Incmisiderable  portion  of  the  mo- 
ti^es  by  whi(&  he  hjus  pursued,  with  so  Aiuph  con- 
standy  aod<bo6sistien^,  CBie  distinct  a|id  clearly 
defined  cousse  of  life.    Had  he  been  aahnated 
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t)i9  TaEuiQr  of  nwldiig  tk  figof^e.m,  diet  wpridy 
be  ifowld  o^rtimily  We.miofe^jBtadi^,  v<ncl^ 
manpevs^  mid  ^r^rice  cannot  be  ^t^goflo^^ared.  as  ^ycd 
entering  into  his  character,  for  on  tUpifp^  I^^Ppr 
gionft  he  ^^.  w|di  a  pripic^  ]]|Hsra]i|^.  Kp^luBg 
but  love  cm  accov^t  for^  the  care;  with  whicbw  ,it 
may  be  said,  he  has  preserved  Us  CNCJig^bal  jsinq^ 
«i^,.  and  the  ind^erence  with  w^iii^  he  luut  ^een 
so  many  beai^tiM  .wi>m^^  w^o  ^fo^jLdcJb^?^  boen 
proud  of  hi^hand.^      .  ,       ^     .  _.   ..^«- 

.  The  Ead»  whjot  wag  iMteiyqig  "^tl^dj^jif^t^  eyp 
» the  wapnyih  of  hial.94y>  quJogiuTp^fjiilil^  ? -.l^??^ 
.Aaigu3la,  yoi^  will  n^di^  ftut  t^  Jap9ht>  aqp;[^tH^ 
of  finartem  years,,  and  .^npther  urifftjui  i^  V^§gBt 
whi}e,  waa  notibing  eompar^  yf)^  tbe.  ^^r^aytanry 
of  onx  Htde  Baronet"' .         ,,         ,;./.%• 

"  Jacob's  8*oiy,r  i^terpose^  Lady ,  JfSL^gfgag^ 
^  somewhat  gravely,  *^  is  at  lea^  a,p<|rro)b<MFfitj^^4)f 
her  LadyshipV  opnion  ;  and  I  hofpe  that  c^pli^jKn 
is  well  foo^sded.  B^  I  dor^oft,  t^^  tbeffaa^  at 
all  so  ppoblemalical  9s  Sk  Arobibal^  ^e^]^;^^ 
4binkit.  Wom^arenotspcffteQjcul^^^^^lir a^ 
fecti<ms  by  %ure,.as  jbey  are  a^;^us^  f^.Hii!^i 
mi  she  added,  in  a  gayer  style,  "  ^^-fj^J^sfiffiif^ 


^  aiiirhids,  and  flicT  fee-sidte  virtues  gain  more 
iapon  iis  than  more  showy  quaBlies ;  espedaUy 
vlien  ire  are,  Hke  Miss  Cmnrin^am,  anrived  at 
years  of  Jffiscretibn.* 

■^  ^*  Indeed  !*  said  the  E^rl,  in  a  lively  tone ;  ^  and 
5pray,  Lady  Margaret;  vhen  do  women  arrive  at 
years  rfffiscretion  ?'* 

*'  You  must  ask*  some  bne  older  than  she  is,*" 
^replied  Sfr  Archibald,  with  a  laugh. 

"  Not  so,**  said  the  Countess,  **  I  can  answer 
%t  a  portion  of  my  sex.  A  married  womitol?  years 
'^c^scretimi  begin'  when  she  ^Is' herself  depend- 
tnt  on  her  htLsbaud.  'Btit  id  return  to  the  poiiit 
•ji^Do  you  visit  at  Ihe  €ia^g!andsfS^^ 
X  *«' We  cj®  sttnetimes,  and  the  ladies  oceasioti- 
ally  come  here,''  was  the  reply;  **  but  the  Laird 
is  scK^  an  exception  to  the  woiM  in  genial,  that 
there  is  no  venturihg  to  ask  him  to  meet  straii- 

''  **  How  then  6hall  t  get  btroduced  to  him,"" 
iiaid' tiife  Eari;  *^  tf  yofu  do  not  invite  hhn  P'* 
"''  "  O,  tihiai'catt  be  fesily  managed,''  cried  Sir 
Awhibald  ;'^^  If  yWih&ik  fit;  we  can  ride  over  to- 
feorrbw Ifflitf  wrmidi  and  a/*  i?  incidentally  call. 
Besides,  I  should  like  to  be  introduced  to  Shr  An- 
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drew;  I  should  like,  indeed,  9t  <»ce  to  showtbe 
LiSrd  in  wliat  dq[tee  of  ette^n  and  .respect  he  is 
held  by  his  ftiends.  I  irish  you  bad  borou^u  Jmn 
with  you  here ;  and,  of  course^  on  your  JK^ooam, 
I  ynH  at  all  hazards  invite  Craiglands.'*^ 

^^  We  urged  Sir  Andrew  to  come  all  that  we 
eoald,^  rejoined  Lady  Sandyford  ;  ^^  but  be  was 
firm  and  fiiithfid  to  his  own  resolution  ; .  appre- 
hensire,  if  he  came  here,  that  his  gra&dBM>tIi€r 
might  think  he  had  lost  his  respect  for  ber«^ 

^^  Tou  mi^t  have  given  a  more  romaatic  oa- 
lonring  to  his  motive,^  said  the  Earl,  ^^  and  per- 
http^  been  quite  as  near  the  truth,  by  saying,  that 
perhaps  he  wished  to  ^e  a  peep  at  Miss  Cun- 
ninghanHf  before  she  could  have  any  ^eagpn  to 
suspect  the  object  of  his  journey.^  . . 

^  At  all  events,  my  Lord,  it  can  do  up.  bann,*^ 
replied  Lady  MargaM;,  ^^  if  the  Countess  and  J 
go  wiA  yonr  Lordship  and  Sir  Archibald  to-UMnr-^ 
row*"^ 

<'  i  should  like  it  of  aU  things,^  said  Ladj  Siaa: 
dyfdrd ;  ^^  for  I  intend  to  visit  his  grandn|6£har^ 
It  is  a  tribute  of  respect  due  to  the  genuine  woi^, 
of  one  that  contributed  to  form  a  character  of  9a 
much  probity  and  feeling  as  Su  Addrew^'^ 
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It  was  aceordiiigly  arranged,  f^t  insteid  of 
letoniiiig  bome  fnm  tlmr  panih  dianfa  after 
senice,  on  the  day  following,  ^  Archibald  and 
his  Lady,  wkh  their  guests,  ^ould  cbive  awtx  be- 
fore ^uner  to  Stoneyhdm ;  and  in  the  fbUfaneitt 
<tflhismt«  andsgste 

Inst  as  the  wanlly  to 

himself,  am  ats  at  tbe 

icUmieT  taiUi  V»both 

Miss  Mizy  rete  era 

more  ill-^  i  iptnle^ 

as  h  wa8  ii(  if  eucb  a 

d^rde  toy  aioseaa 

to  what  they  should  do  with  their  gaests,  fiir  it 
wasabe 


should 

era,  s] 

e  would  r^ 
li«r  went  to 
axxxmAge, 

-  **  You  fCDtry,  Miss  Mary,"  uid  old  Idirdia, 
hS 


178  tiUArrw^ict^ 


when  ^  Liord  and^ltfes  A^  bMl  j«ft  tiietii- 
iii]ig4wm,  '^hae  a  ebve^tltaKt^'Ot  wi^  H*  drf»iMt»t 
monid^  and— — *!  ■-.:.. 

But  she  WEB  iMMiip^  hf  one  p^  the.  nouMb 
feokuigiii  at  tli6  dodr,  and  ^Titag^.  ia  m  tevt^tf 
hmd  under  Toice  of  adliSndoaiy  <f  Ekl  Mb»  IMaajr-^ 
it^s  an  English  Yerl  and  his  Led^— udeHglitfiil 


Upon  whidi  oivr  hero  immediatdy  said,  ^^Ixurd 
and  Lady  Sandyfiurd;  they  are  just  now  on  «  ▼!- 
iit  to  Auchinward.'*^ 

^^  What  ken  ye  o^  lords  and  leddies,  Ancfarew  ?^ 
exehdmed  the  old  woman ;  wheu  Mary  immedi- 
ately replied^ 

^^  I  suspect  much  more  than  he  gets  credit 
tar  among  us.  But  prophets  are  never  reepecU 
ed  in  Aeir  own  country ;  and  Sir  Andrew  is  as 
likely  in  Stcmeyholm  to  be  spcdcen  of  hy  his  dd 
dtle  as  by  his  new  one  C  and  turning  round  to 
him,  she  add  playfiilly,  *'  have  you  forgotten  it, 
Whedie?'* 

^^  No ;  nor  when  you  last  ealkd  me  by  it  in 
the  streets  of  Edinburgh,  as  I  was  on  my  way  to 
London.^ 
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Mias  Omniiighaiii  blmhed ;  biit^the  look  wlucb 
9  cast  tovardfl  bim,  wm  so  mueb  ia  the  spngjau 
manner  of  their  old  familiarity^  that  it  toU  him 
en  Cxaig^anda^  daughter  then  no  longer  felt 
ftt  diqpaiity  in  their  condition,  wliich  he  once 
ought  would  nerer  perhaps  be  overcome. 


,• ».    f • 


,t»  .1  /. 


,  > <■  I 


{  .  ..  .    ' 


*"     Vi»    -"f    ♦•  /»,  ',    ;■  ^.  '    ,  .,■ 


'    ''     \-''  n  .  -,.;      i   r/  . 
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)    It'.: 


■f 


*      »  •      » 


After  the  ree^pitMitids  of  the  ilitrj>dneite^^ 
w«ie<ii^rea^:Lc»d9»idyfti!iE^  lAio^^h^  prerrioudy 
determined  ^^i^e  ill  suatitf  entf  txm<jiiiiti«ii^r  iM»' 
80  tempted  by  the  obvioiifiF  pttl^i^e^  '<^  1^ 
LaitdwdMtaMtty/thftthet  eMld  net  I'^^in 
fiNmi  amtniaglluttisdif  a^^ little  at  Aeb  txpetie^,' 
And  accordingly  he  inquired,  with  mudy  a|]^Ariig(a. 
gntTitjr,  i£ft&i0fktur6»<ifCt«%kiidBaiidla^ 
which  we  have  atnsady'ddMribM^ihkiecli^p^t^ 
tralti^  of  V4)kai^aHd  the  King  ^Pinb^"^ 'She 
ComiteBB,^  however,  sobn  c^edced  h]k%  Ify^ikkig^ 
theXiflsrd  if  he  had  seen^lAr  Andfem^'' >:  •    :'i  ;i/(>  v 

^^  Atwed  Ire  hae  seen  him ;  hiTs^  noo  i»itb  ^kl» 
gmndmothtr 'in  the  other  i^ooniw  l7lie>p4ot  ImA^  J 


iMve  tmdentood,  is  weri  to  io,  and  ve  ooiikl  do 
nae  less  than  gfe  him  some  eormtcaumce.^ 

^^  But  what  has  become  of  Miss  Cunmngham  P^ 
inqdred  Lady  Margaret.  ^^  I  should  have  beiesi 
happy  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  middng  het 
acquainted  with^  I^ady  Sandylbid.^ 

^*  She^s  ben  the  house  irith  the  Baronet  and  hia 
grandmedier,^  rej^kd  Mka/lfiBQi^ 

^^  Sister^"  cried  istke  Laird^  **  gang  and  tell  her 
tn:  09»e  butt,  to  se^  my  Le^lj^^. . 
/i^V  Ye  keil>r  bM  'MmitWrnff  ^adtfmg^  ^  her 
boptfi^  ^^  liiat  islie  <^Milio<»  witb  propiiety  lea^ 
ouiv  gnei^  l^  AaiMeb«es;^ - 
:  '^  Whalf  ftar  na  2^  SuSfdfijr  Wm  M>^«b  ^fettld  <ai 
iii^  perkiiyAtties  iK?  thie  lilia  orMaiAut^Dbelodtt 
9i4'^her  0ye»!^  ^  i'*''  .  ••       . ' ''. 

.  g%^  Elvl  1^  CoimtM  mSan^g&t  looks  irMr 
1^  ^ohibaU  ajid  X^ady  Miavg^  >^         - 

r  S\]t  ]^  JudtdUbq^itf  a  mMent  siAd^  ^  1 1^ 
ypil.*f»^  Hoft  ]^uest  Miss  Cmmii^^iam^  leaiv^ 
your^ends^  8Sr  J^dreiiF  Wylie  is  k  pessoir  of 
tfu^  personal  'wirtb^  't6ii^  aalhfer  Lady>  Siatiy* 
ftnAinor  I  eould  po(»UA]r«lftMr  ourn^ 
causenf  any  thfiig  towards  him  that  might  be  con^ 


«tvu6d  int^TAt  nwil^  o£  d«^.A0|i«i4^n4jiN9^^  fepr  his, 
TJbe  Land  ^au^v^iwell;ivadi^9atan4  tins, 

paid  rMr„i)M|MHft0M:toLt^f3iii:4^^  wd  to  mvite 
bim  to  dine  4t.gAiiidbifi^a|d\I^HP^^        wJ|m^ 

|mAuqM^€i)Kigli«dti5i]rq6^>tiU^^  (o 

accompany  him.'*' 

Xady.Mlii3i|iiieA^fefl^«^ 
aatf  l^4MifMi.Miq:/;aii4iE^I^^  tl?^ 

she  wa^tt(^  e^gi|gcd,;«idKi*!l»rti.,it7^ 

ldl»getbei:;.:]^a(Med40!&^'Wr  i^^ 

*^  Ye  maun  exeuse  met  ^1)19?  PffP^i^^fAss^ 
bald,"  awdrlie,  **fc?iil&l Ji<^Ii?e*ri(gMpwiifn 

hiwiatieii^  «aid  :>rir9i^ 

Mr  Qnmnghain  caimot  come,  i|x^;,beWB>M8^«!fit 


ditry  td  send  Mfhl^euiia^  for- %  Anflmrv  ^  tbe 
ladies  will  p^rikip^  Mng^di^BttiMet^meb  t^ 

'  Mm  Misfiify&f'itmi  tWtifaito  dht  Had  b^cn 
cithidfiated  by  eur  hem  in  Lbi»lMi;  c^nAdeuA 
hbb  &  a  favodM^  l^hft^  fr^^im*;  fa^m^div  pi^ 
]^dj^  tb  ^itLdlleigtiiifat  OBe^  asO^^  «]fd  iddi 
€cmijdenft^ds9di^^  ^j^d^^^dittlflaig^Sir  lAiw 

imd  if  ^bec'^riea^lii^s'g^^  emi  4iA 


'  ^he'H^etoi^ #ere lit fto^Iobd^^anriiie tMseva- 
tfoii  to  Ae"  f^op^  li^olSve.  S^t  Mit^lti^  mt 
ii<yi  iHbw^  W  get^  ^iff*  8»  «ufi}N;  ^  Eaify  Mai* 
gar^t  -said  tD  t^  €oi]ftf«e^  ^^'l^*  bad  adll  as 
"in^  heiiA  yoia  eba&^^  I4'idlt4iiei]%!.the  idicde 
pfffty ^  iM ^iedli)^^Miiig MHy^ iaiibifitieaBe^milli 

Baronet^s  gtandmotber,  and  8i^>IfBteilrbeJba|qqr 
lo*8eeh«rafc*lg'%ifliittefc.^i^*  »  .         i 

P  vrp{^e  Iiibd*  ted  Mft'  f^itar  ^elre^^^|QaiIy  .Ottii» 
fennded^  and  knew  liat well  ^iiAttt'aiuPfrcyito  mahsi 

ilie  oldb%1friii^^ibe^hofSM^/4lK  bmiwrn  dnvkl 


K'       ^ 


Craiglands  to  iHmBielf.:  :    '   * 

Miflft  Mbqt  ^ba*.  ^ 

~    Bat  ili9^^ciinepiit»  6itA  irfiich  >i^^ 

InM  «8kii^tlb^  Sa^/JC  Jus  £4itchfa]p  eooUiwr 
the  fireediom  with  hk  fioeMl  On  BnonM  ^to^UiliP^ 
mxb  iipa.'dhp^  i|tr<<^flt»>  -far  "otibfa  ffine*  4ibe  '•l^^ect 
^  tlim^driTe  t&.St^B|eyb<)bn>  woidd  be  fi'inwuitwi. 
Tli]0  a^pwfNb  Xm4  fittii#fi*df  dial^v  t|i6ji  lajd 
^BP^rm^^l^titdimd  Mm  Mii|r  fidn  fto>  l«Ui^ 
jpd  with  Mil  hbqH  gw>tiwis  mii 
mfXyh»  pjBpfmid  J^  y^fttitfrliaj^Bi  bee^^tbe 
of  ^Btmlni^  ttoolM  ^fik  UilBii^taiiiod'li^  8iiFjtoc«fl&L 

ifkmtlimgrj^  pmVkmB^r4lkm  flwitinrtibifr^aiid 

omt^^tteoNlr  ^tih»  9o,gMitja^J9ieBtj^i  &ii  ]^1 

Mi^Tf  ^  ^<^  take  the  tvouUe^  merely  in  tbidddP 
iffMl  mwAer^to  bftium  kiMW  ttall  I^^  IJiJiAfy^ 
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Ibfd.  k-  &  ibk  h»m.  He  wfi  e&me  at  toncC)  I 
know,  to  see  her  LMlydiip.^  .....: 

Affieull^  tiiftt  ibe  Ootmteia 
and  Lady  Margaret  could  presert^  flitir  gnmty, 
aftrianijpthe  VicMt  liBUMyi^  ii^liidi  the 

XmML  and  jUi  tiiletf^MAafi^  loibls,  on  liMrfa% 
M^ntiia  IXviketAi  gratidMm^0|^lw^  df  bjrin  fiaB 
iQKhi  audr  ooBdMnraliiiL 

]MI^^«Bd^  g6i%  ivtd'ilie^Bd^  told  t&e 

Bafo9e4  i6Si9:Mf^i<i  lUMeACi^  wH&Ai  «Veii 
\iiikUMakx\i^^  Aai  iWd  Itfid  Lady 

SttidgrfibiidkiHa^  Sir  Alw 

duONdd  and  £adjr  iStfalgflM  liayliofc,  idio  V<efe 
dfifixQ^  of  befagintrodiiu^  fto-iinu 
/  <)ior]iei)O3Liri0/ifamiflBn^^  dbang^itiMifia 

]yQ«]r?»  dejidxtmeiiiiy  inBtanOy  t^die-iaiMl  JcAiMid  ^ 
iMrtjrmlte  dKslnii|f-xteom^(fiwmidi^ 
itiitib^  lexnme  df  a  ftirisnaMei^'aiid  «idd  CO  Mai^^ 
^ItMlla  C^ntrii^rart^i  yoa  aiuii  gMtit  ifi«  i^TM^r. 
T^Gotote»oF  Saiidyforiiriihe^  «tf  tK^  i^ 
diiMd  toyaor;  alM^BO^tbdhtid  j^  4x^ 
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the  mbment,  forgetting  lliat  he  UsS  as  fiir  -te  {io9- 

8%le  resmned  his  rustic  ibanndrs,  fed  her  kway  %y 

the  hand^  to  the  utter  andasemeift  or  Bi^  gMmdmo- 

ther,  ^hile^MiBS  Mizy  followed,  leAiai^  the  M 

ih)m«n  alotie.  Hersufprise;  hbiterety^WBS  it^difaig 

to  that  of  the  Labrd,  irhi^  He  6ffvr  them  ^Aaio^ 

gether ;  itod  esipedally  ^hen,  after  letSS&ttg^Sisarf 

to  the  Countess,  the  Earl  introduced  die  lO^xoMt 

to  SirAifcMbiM^  i»3  Us^xiioBt  pai^ctdar  iai£l  ea- 

teemed  friend,  and  tib^'  person  to  wluAitt;'  cjf  idl 

odhters/  he  coiisidered  himself  under  tihe  grettlMt 

oUigatioiis.  Lady  Margacret  Iras  then  fiitrdddeei 

to  him  by  Sir  Archibald,  when  «he  jex^reSied'-fidr 

wishi  that  he  HMdd' bring  Ma  j^rainAnotliar  leith 

him  to  dinner  nexr&y/  ' 

'■*<  That,  I  ffear,  wffl  not  be  in'niy  fower/^'wim 

the  re()ly.  ''*^  She  is  m  old  woman,  wilii  very^Ast 

and:discntet^ii6lSona  of  hdrcotnfidoi^  Md'TMdtM 

be  s6rry'tb  piit  hertotit^herdwn  way^i  tmt^ 

^  honour,  Leddy  Margaret,*  I  am  vti^  dii6^ 

^enrfMe^.*  ^  .     *' ^^jJA 

It  wasiben  anraenged  that  XiMd-Stei^j^i^^ 

carriage  i&ould  be  sent  over  nesft  tiay  »>  Steiftj^ 

holm,  ftr  Sir  Andrew  and  the  Craiglanda  fiunily. 


imd  the  ^vid]^  9009  i|fi«r  letised^  The.l^|nra- 
|Kmd4o  the  Ccfwtefi^  })c£oix^  ipui^tuig.thie  ^Qpae» 
Uiat:  J^ey.  should  bfe  iii|;]npdi;ice4  to  ^f.  jt^.o)dl^; ;'' 
iBut  3fe  Ajidj^r  inl^ecfiparctd-  *^  Not  yet,!*  J»icLhe. 
f^  J;|,JL9.ziece9Sttr7  tbat  I,)shi(>ulA)^  ho;  19 

8Q9ie.d^ee  for  the  honour  you  intoid.*^.  Anid  in 
«ay]i^  these  words,  he  handed  her  Ladyship  to 
dje  carriage. 

On  returning  jbto  titie  hoy^,  he  acco^apKoied 
the  Laixd  and  the  two  ladies  back  to  the  dining^ 
room)  whe^  Crajglands  endearoured  against  the 
pain  to  rouse  himself  into  some  feeling  of  defe- 
rence^ and  ^^^speot 

Nothing  &rther  of  any  conseqjo^nce  took  place 
that  afternoon.  The  Baro^t  tried  po  entertain 
the  Laxrdby  answeri^gr  fta  circumstantially  i^s  pos- 
si]|)le,  his  manifold  inquiriei^  req^tecting  L^ndon^ 
M^  «emed  in  some  4egrpe  togainupouMs;goQa 
ifj^ ;  hut  t^re  was  aMsihki  restraint  on.  the  whole 
fm^$  and  neither  seemed /to, fe^l  quite  at  ease. 
Miss  Mizy  was  disconcerted ;  for  the  connderation 
ff^ii^  ^.noUje. Yi§il»rs  had  -shewn  towards  her 
gu#9^rs])e  ffH  as  f  tadiA  reproof  to  her  own  defi* 
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^        ♦  -   *  r-  «■-»        ,    «      H*     •        -     ♦- 

^  .    "        ^  t        t         >—     _        V       ■■     .  - 

^lenejr;  oU  MtfAa  was  evidently  oat  of  her  d»> 
ment;  and Mtty CimiiinglMmi was gometimcg ri>^ 
sent  and  liiouglitful)  woadcdi^  in  her  own  ntrad 
what  was  lo  be  the  issue  of  afl  the  singular  intei 
rest  whidi  the  retuni  of  Whedie  seemed  to  exAxx^ 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


CaiYFLB  JANET. 


In  tlie  twilight  Andrew  walked  home  wadi  bis 
grandmother  to  her  cottage,  where  he  had  imrited 
the  Master  to  supper.  As  thqr  were  slowiy  plod* 
ding  firom  the  Craiglands-gate  to  the  village,  the 
old  woman,  revertii^  to  die  occurrences  of  Ae 
day,  exhorted  him  no  to  be  lifted  up,  but  to  be  of 
a  lowly  heart,  and  to  walk  soberly,  and  keep  a 
steady  hand,  that  he  might  be  abfe  ^^  to  carry  tlie 
cup  which  the  Lord  had  filled  to  oyetf  owii^.  I 
nierer  expected  to  live  to  see  the  day  when  I  should 
«t  down  wiA  you  at  Cra%lands^  table,  ^d  be 
treated  on  a  fiioling  with  the  family.''  Bi^  ihs 
Baronef  s  ndnd  was  intent  on  oAer  dungs,  and 
mudi  of  her  pious  admoni^cms  was  heaid  unbeeS*' 
ed,  and  left  no  trace  behind. 


V 
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As  they  approaclied  the  door  of  her  biimUe 
dwelling,  he  observed  an  old  woman  with  a  stalt 
in  her  hand,  sitdng  on  the  low  dry  stone  wall  whidi 
connected  the  cottage  with  its  neighbour.  She 
was  in  Sabbath  cleanness,  but  her  apparel  was  old 
and  tattered ;  nevertheless,  it  presented  some  of 
the  relics  of  better  days.  She  wore  a  small  black 
flik  bonnet,  embrowned  with  the  sunshine  of  many 
summers ;  her  cloak,  which  had  once  been  scar- 
let,  was  changed  into  a  dingy  crimson,  tattered 
and  patchedin  several  {daces,  and  her  chedk  apron, 
neat  from  the  fold,  was  ragged,  and  old,  and  rery 
mean. 

When  our  hero  and  old  Martha  drew  near,  the 
modest  beggar  turned  aside  her  face,  as  if  asbanoiecf 
that  Sir  Andrew  should  recognixe  her,  while  ihe[ 
^ace  she  had  chosai  shewed  that  she  was  there 
patiently  waiting  his  return  home. 

'^  Ye  maun  gie  her  saxpenoe,  Fse  warrant.  An- 
drew,*^  flt^d  Martha,  on  observing  her,  ^f  fer  aiill^ 
lang  syne ;  poor  body,  she^s  noo  greatly  fiiil%  -tn 

her  needcessity  she  was  obligated  to  sell  her  wheel ;  ^ 
it  was  nae  Itf^^er  of  ony  use  to  her,  for  she 
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hiMJl  got  an  inf^mie  in  the  tig^t  ann,  and  coul^a 
spin. 

"  Who  is't?*"  8ai4  the  Baronet,  roused  from  hit 
reyerie  by  the  observations  of  his  grandmother. 

"  Poor  cripple  Janet,  ye  ken.  Do  ye  no  mind 
how  you  and  Charlie  Pi«rst(Hi  keepit  a  stand  w^ 
her  at  Kilwinning  Fair  ?  Mony  a  blithe  night  you 
and  him  had  a|;  her  fire-side,  for  she  was  aye  kind 
to  a*  the  laddies."" 

Sir  Andrew  felt  a  pang  of  inexpressible  sorrow 
quiver  through  his  heart,  at  seeii^  the  old  woman 
in  a  state  of  bc^ary ;  but  instead  of  giving  her  a 
sixpenoe,  he  went  up  to  her  and  shook  her  kindly^ 
by  the  hand.  '^  It^s  a  lang  time,  Janet,  since  you 
md  me  were  niarrows  in  the;  stand  at  the  Fair,^ 
said  he.;  *'  but!  have  had  a  better  .trade  by  the 
hand,  and  ye  should  be  nane  the  waur  o\  Gran« 
nie  here  tells  me  ye^re  no  so  able  to  work  as  ye 
were  in  yon  days.  Fm  really  sorry  that  I  didna 
b^ar  o''  this  sooner,  but  Fll  try  to  mak  up  for'^t ; 
only  I  think  ye  might  hae  gart  the  master  drop, 
me  a  line  before  it  came  to  this.*" 

Janet  took  up  the  tail  of  bar  apron,  and  wiping 
her  eyes,  which  his  kindness  had  made  to  ov^« 
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flmr,  sttd,  ^  I  ccmUbaiA  tlmdc  4>'  £hUi^  you  ;  «d 
I  had  a  hope  that  it  would  h^e  pleased  the  TiOtd 
to  take  me  to  hinwer  befinre  it  was  bis  will^  finr  nijr 
good  hereafter,  to  bend  ase  down  to  seek  an  afaMms ' 
ftae  ony  bodie ;  bat  I  oouldut  hdp  it — avid  age, 
sad  an  aching  arm,  soon  ma^  my  bit  bcdld  toom 
d  ^enishing ;  and  whm  a**  was  gouae,  what  eoidd 
Ido,  for  I  could  neither  work  nor  waat  F" 

^«  'Deed,  Janet,''  replied  Martha, "  nobody  says 
or  thi&ks  that  it  was  idleset  wMoh  broii^ht  you  to 
the  lone ;  for  we  a'  ken  it  was  a  sore^  night  that, 
afore  ye  eoold  bring  your  mind  to  gang  out  in  the 
morning.  Many  a  saut  tear  aod  he^yy  heart  wmr 
in  the  Clachan  that  day,  at  the  sight  /of  one  that^ 
had  so  hmg  ettkd  to  ke^  up  an  appearance,  at 
last  obliged  to  go  from  door  to  door.  \But>  Janet, 
Andrew  wiU  do  s<Hnething  fi»-  you,  and  J?m  Uhbe 
to  say  it's  in  his  power,  as  I  hope  hell  no  lack  of 
the  inelinalion.^ 

<^  Noo  that  I  hae  got  the  better  o'  the  shama^" 
relied  the  poor  oLd  cieatiffe,  ^^  I  maim  jiat 
warsle  <m ;  the  neighbours  are  a'  as  kind  to  me  as 
they  oaa  afford ;  I  only  trust  that  the  Lord  will 
no  leivre  me  to  grow  bedrid-«-4hat's  noo  a^  m  tint 
vArld  that  I  fear." 

12 
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*^  fitit  if  He  shaold,"*  replied  our  liero,  che^- 
ingly/ **  Hell  wetid  sotoe  kindiy  liand  to 

?*  Ay,  ^o  I  thbuglit  aice,^  said  Janet,  **  and  so 
I  ^rotdd  fidtt  lk)pe  still,  for  lie  lias  been  gracious  to 
me'^enl^  heggityj  disposing  f£ie  hearts  or  every 
hoStf  to  coriipassiotf  add  sympathy ;  hut  wheb  IVfrs 
Fkarston  "giu^  dway  Me  the  Woo^dde  to  five  in 
Glasgow  J  I  Ibst  k  good  Mend ;  she  would  neV 
hae  allooH  me  to  die  in  neglect  Howsever^  poor 
leiMy^  she  had  her  ain  tnals ;  fi>r  your  old  com- 
paaiim  tShftrlie,  her  son,  perished  the  pack,  and 
they  say^  has  spoused  his  fortune  and  gone  to 
IviAy;  Tm  sure,  gang  where  he  will,  it  blessing 
win  attend  hSm,  for  he  had  a  leil  heart ;  and  I  hae 
a  notion  that  nine  wafina  the  sairest  in  die  parish 
wl^n  we  heard  of  his  ganging  abroftd ;  for  ever 
smceMiss  Mary  Cumdngham  Idit  that  it  was  me 
that  K^eepit  &e  ^taad  at  Ihe  Fur  for  you  and  him^ 
8he'*8  been  aye  kinder  and  kind^;  andher  andmci 
has-mony  a  chu^  idKmt  you  and  him,  when  I  gang 
on  the  Satnidays  to  The  Phure."* 

^<  They  would  hae  hem  a  faraw  couple,^  said 
our  berb^a  grattdmo&er ;  ^<  and  I  neV  heard  till 

▼OL.  III.  I       . 
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1100  s  xiglrt  becinfle  fer  M&B  M«qr  faflii^  «»  dkrf^ 
toft^lieirdtkerjoes.^ 

Andrew  was  not  enAedj  pic— od  vUi  Aii  fa- 
ftmAtaon;  finrdthou^peiaroaded  tbatnc 
Dsenft  had  ezbted  on  liie  part  of  PieMMn, 
poBsiUle  tliat  Maxy  Cunningham  mi^t  hm 
Bshed  some  eady  affection  fiir  Um ;  and  hi 
ihe  point  of  tanung  awaj^fai  the  absence  ^  At 
«M»ent  pfpdoced  by  the  wemaatk  of  die  old  v»^ 
maPf  irhen  hia  grandmodier  again  rpwiimiefl  Irim  t» 
1^  Janet  acniething.  AAamMtif  Ida  iiiatia- 
tion,  he  inunediately  said,  <^No;  my  mild  oc^pst. 
nor  mm^y^^  receive  sic  gifts  ony  mair  ;-«-^aBCty 
yell  come  hame  and  tak  your  sapper  wi*  na^  tnd 
«B  the  maister^s  to  be  iliere,  well  conaolt  w?  hoa 
what^s  best  to  be  done  for  you.'* 

<^  Na,  na,**  exdaimed  the  poor  old  wonxan^  Imnt* 
yg  suddenly  into  tears,  ^  III  no  do  ihat ;  I  cn> 
aa  noo  sit  down  on  an  equality  wi*  any  body  tfut 
I  hae  fashed  for  alms.  Ill  no  disgrace  neidMryoa 
nor  your  grandmother  wT  my  oampany ;  butvAat- 
foerer  yott  mkl  the  master  are  content  to  do  fir  me, 
111  tak  in  thanlrfhiness ;  but  it  haa  pleaaed  ibt 


IjflBdrAot  cJtotJBr  ia»  vfab  the  hmaitialioin  of  beg- 
gary,  and  I^  resigned  to  His  wilL  I  would  fabi 
ittfe^  IvMiwTMy  that  He%  M»  Jmst  cin^  Hifrrigb- 
Itiiia  iVmiimiinltnn  »n  favaa to lesr^ me ^ paruh 
}&e  a  dog  at  a  dyho.Mdi»«.thitfg  boo  a'  my  anxi- 

The  Baronet  was  deeply  affected  by  the  low- 
liness  of  this  burst  o£  afflictioii,  and  the  honest 
sense  of  pride  tibat  it  breathed. 

Martha  again  assured  the  mendicant  that  she 
would  be  taken  care  o£  ^^  Though  it  werena  in 
the  power  of  Andrew,^  said  she^  ^^  to  do  the  need* 
&li  tbere^s  mony  kindly  neighbours,  Janet,  that 
respect  you ;  and  we  a^  think  that  what  has  been 
your  case  may  be  our  ain,  so  ye  shouldna  be  just 
80  cast  down,  but  come  away  and  tak  a  bit  cioxa 
supper." 

^  No  the  night,"  replied  Janet,  drying  her  eyes 
->-«^^  no  the  night :"  and  rising  from  the  wall  <m 
whidi  she  had  been  resting,  she  moved  to  go 
homeward,  which  was  in  a  different  direction  from 
that  ci  Martha^s  cottage. 

Our  hero  then  gave  her  what  Eolver  he  had  about 
him,  saying,  <<  Tak  that,  Janet,  for  erls  of  some- 
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thing  better ;  and  be  sure  and  come  to  gnaaUs 
in  the  morning.^ 

The  unhai^y  creature  could  not  speak,  but 
grasped  his  hands  in  both  hers,  and  watered  dieni 
with  the  tears  of  her  gratitude. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


THE  FIEB-SIDE. 


In  the  meantime  the  Cndgbnds  fiunily  were  dis- 
cossmg  the  evesits  of  the  day ;  and  the  Laird  was 
iK)t  the  least  dogmatical  of  the  group,  although 
periiaps  not  the  wisest.  ^^  I  dinna  understand,^^ 
said  he,  ^^  a^  this  wark  about  Martha  Docken^s 
oye.  That  English  Lord  and  his  Leddy  mak  him 
joke-fellow  wi^  themselves  i  but  the  Englishers,  as 
it  if  weel  known,  are  no  overladen  with  discretion 
— 4liaf  s  a  certain  &ct  But  how  Andrew  came  to 
the  degree  of  a  Bauronet,  is  a  thing  I  would  fain 
hear  the  rights  o\  Howsever,  Fm  thinking  that 
your  Bauronets  noo-a-days  are  but,  as  a  body  would 
say,  the  scum  that^s  cast  uppermost  in  times  o^ 
war  and  trouble.^ 
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"  Ay,  but,  brother,"  said  Miss  Mizy,  **  Sir  Ao- 
drew^s  a  great  and  wealthy  man,  and  a  Memb^  of 
Parliament;  and  ye  hae  beard  how  Mary  and 
me  found  him  on  a  footing  with  the  Duchess  of 
DashingweU,  and  a**  the  nobility,  whicli  was  just 
confounding.^^ 

^^  Ye  have  said  sae,"  replied  the  Laird;  ^^  but 
everybody  kens  that  Duchesses,  especially  o^  the 
English  breed,  are  nae  better  than  they  should 
be." 

^^  But  you  fdiget,  tor,"  interposed  Mary,  ^  that 
Lady  Margaret  is  sister-in-law  to  her  Grace  ;  and 
when  she  gave  us  letters  to  the  Dudiiess,  she  not 
only  assured  us  that  she  was  alady  of  unUemisb^ 
ed  hcmour,  but  bsloYed  and  esteemed  by  aU  her 
frieiids." 

<«  Ye  wouUna  terdy  hae  Ind  Leddy  MsrgaU 
xet,"^  said  the  Laird,  '^to  speak  ill  of  her  ain  kkh 
and  kin.^ 

^^  But  Sir  Andrew,"  resumed  Miss  Mizy,><  has 
made  a  great  fortune,  and  has  bought  the  estate 
ofWylie." 

«  Is't  paid  for  ?"  interrupted  the  Laird.  ««  I 
would  like  to  ken  that." 
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«« lahmild  thiak,''  said  Mary,  aiffidendy,  <«  tbat 
i^  must  be  a  man  of  merit  and  abifitj ;  for  ymi 
know,  car,  that  lie  had  but  Ms  own  coitdiict  fi>r  his 
and  he  has  acquired  both  ric^  and  ho 


nonr.'* 


^  Bat  how  did  be  acquire  them  f^  cried  the 
Laird,  sharply.  ^  Any  body  may  acquire  richea 
and  honour !— the  road  is  open  baith  to  gentle 
and  semple.  But,  thanks  be  and  praise,  the  de^ 
mociaws  are  no  just  aUe  yet  to  mak  themselves 
men  o^  fiimily."^ 

^  It  is  not  likely  that  Sir  Andrew  is  a  demo- 
crat ;  neither  his  associates  nor  his  inclinations,  or 
I  am  much  mistaken,^  replied  Mary,  ^^  lie  that 
way." 

^  Wha  made  you  a  judge  ?^  exclaimed  the 


/^  I  do  not  affect  any  juc^ent  in  the  matter,^ 
was  the  answer ;  "  I  only  think——" 

^  What  business  hae  ye  to  think  ?  Is't  not  as 
clear  as  a  pike-staff  that  trade  and  traffic  are  to  be 
the  ruin  o'  this  country.  In  a  few  years,  it's  my 
ijpinion,  theyll  no  be  sic  a  thing  as  a  gentleman. 
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Theresa  that  popr  meaa-spiiited  body  MoBJkgreen, 
wlia  was  aye  etding  to  improTe  andbio^isoTe^Ina 
lands,  like  a  commQii  fanner,  and  wha  cut  down 
the  fine  auld  trees  o*  his  grandfather^  pli^tab^ 
to  set  up  his  sons  as  Glasgow  merchants^--- VvJiat 
has  he  made  o\  ?  Hia  auld  soi^  Bojiin;  they  so, 
stands  behint  a  cpunter  gieing  out  wabs  to  tras- 
bourers.  WiUy,  the  second,  is:awa^  wi\  a^fttcfc 
among  the  niggers  to  the  West  Indies  ;  and.lua 
only  dochter,  shea's  drawn  up  wi**  a  maimfiu:tiirc^y 
which  in  broad  Scotch  means  ju^  a  weavier^  In 
another  generation,  a^  that  well  hear  o\  the.  auld 
respectit  family  of  Monk^een,  will  be  somethii^ 
about  a  sowan-cog.or  a  sugar-hoggit  I  >rouldna 
be  surprised  to  see  a  decking  o^  blackent  weans 
coming  hame  frae  Jamaica,  crying  ^  Maa8a«gran- 
pa'  to  Monkgreen  yet,  before  he  died — itj*s  f^  ji^dg^ 
ment  he  weel  deserves.'**    , 

<^  I  am  surprised,  my  dear  fathe^r,  that  yoia  en* 
tertain  such  prejudices  against  t^ose  who  tise  m 
the  world  by  their  talents  and  merits.  The  fimi^i^ 
ars  of  all  families  must  have  sprun^xmginally  from 
the  people,^  said  Mary,  with  a  persuasive  acp^itt 
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"  True,  Mary,  my  deai^— thafa  very  true,'' 
replied  tbe  luurd;  ^^  but  there's  some  difference 
between  a  fiunily  come  of  the  sword,  and  ane  o^ 
die  shuttle.*' 

"Ay,  brother;  but  Sir  Andrew  Wylie's  np 
frae  the  loom,  but  the  kw,^  said  Miss  Mizy. 

"  That's  ten  times  waur,''  cried  the  Laird* 
"  Bv'ery  body  kens  that  lawyer  is  just  another 
name  fbr  cheater.  Wasna  1  obligated  to  pay  James 
<j(^ra  seventeen  pounds  odd  shillings  for  outlay, 
and  the  price  of  the  cow  that  happened  to  die,  by 
me  accidentally  poking  my  stick  in  her'e'e  when 
die  Xas  tivyig  down  Hie  hedge  ?  Was  there  ever 
sucb  injustiee  heard  d*?-— and  that  cameo'  the 
law.'? 

■  '  *f  I  doubt,  rir,'*  said  Mary,  "  that  with  these 
sentiments  you  and  the  Baronet  are  not  likely  to 
becOBie  very  intiinale.'' 

*'  Bauronet !  Bauronet !  What  gars  the  lassie 
aye  east  up  that  Bauronet  to  me ;  I  dinna  like  to 
hear  sic  havers.  Bauronet! — Sethimupandsbuve 
him  forward.  MarthaOocken'sjoye  a  Bauronet  !^ 

The  Conversation  continued  in  this  strain  tc^ 
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goM  tne,  ttU  Mm  Muyiagmten^^  bar 
famther  that  Sir  Andrev  had  bbi^ht  die  Wylie 
ttiate.  ^  Tfaef  say^^'  aaid  die,.  ^<  tbal  ke  pud 
mair  than  thkty  thousand  pounds  for^t.^ 

<'  Banrow^t  mmejr !  Baitow't  mxmej  T  Qxckisa- 
edtheLaiid.    ^' WhatVto  Undar  folk  &M  boy. 
it^iestatea  inth  hecitabk  bonds  P^ 
'    ^'Bnt  the  Bar(»»et,^*-^Ma]<y  wag  praceeding  to 
UJ9  when  her  father  intermpted' her  peeriflhly* 

*^  Banxonet  agam !  WUt  t^ottneWderAQl  with 
AatBauronetling?  Tak  him  to  yoa  and  hia  Bai»* 
sonetcy^^ 

^^  I^  sure  she  may  get  far  iramr,"  replied  Miss 
Mizy ;  ^^Jirite^s  aaaoAble  anaiii  and  ye  Btswh^w 
he  was  deferred  to  by  the  Lord  and  his  Leddy, 
and  hoiv  Sis  Archibald  and  Leddy  Margavet  made 
o^him." 

<'  They  hae  their  ain  ends  to  iiiai,^  retcMrted  tibe 
Laird. 

<<  Ends !  What  ends  P^  cried  Miss  Miay,  rai- 
fling  her  voice. 

^  Efids  here,'or  ends  ih^ie,^  replied  the  Laird, 
'doggedfy,  ^^  ii*a  tiine  to  and  this  dishmadaiTer  ;  I 
want  to  hear  naenudr  0%  so  dinna  fash  ntf ^  And 
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i>Ei&  that;  he  leant  lu8  head  attdeoitliiA  easy  d^ 
mi  fleemibgly&H  aaleap. 

^^  I  wonder,'* said  Mary, in  a  BoppteBiedraiee^ 
to  her  aunt,  <^  what  oan  make  my  £Mhet  cheriali 
s&di  antipathy  again  Sir  Andrew.^ 

^^  It^s  no  so  meikle  against  him,  as  it^a  against 
the  new-made  gentry  in  general,^  said  Miss  Mizy. 

^^  Fm  no  skq^ing,^  said  the  Laird,  by  way  of 
admonishing  theim  to  refrain  from  the  subject; 
and  raising  himself,  he  added,  ^^  I  have  been  thiiJc- 
n^  on  what  we  wesre  discoursing  about ;  and,  sis- 
ter, if  Sir  Andrew  mak'^s  a  proposal  to  you.  111  no 
olgect  to  tli^  match.'^ 

"  Me  r  exdaimed  the  elderly  midden-*^^^  Pro- 
posals to  me  i^ 

Mary  lathed,  and  said,  ^^  How  do  you  imagine, 
sir,  that  he  has  any  such  intention  ?^ 

'^  I  saw  wi"*  the  tail  o^  my  e'e  that  he  was  unca 
couthy  with  her  midr  than  ance.*^ 

"  BroAer,*"  replied  Miss  Mizy,''  how  can  sic  an 
absurdity  enter  your  head  ?^ 

^^  Then  what  the  deevil  mak^s  you  sae  hyte 
about  the  follow  P""  cried  the  Lakd.  ^^  But  we'll 
«ee  what^s  to  ha^qpen ;— «'  I  can  say  is,  IH  no  ob- 
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jdL ;  for  really,  sister,  ye  hae  nae  time  to  qMoe.** 
And  chuckling  with  delight  at  thia  Inrilliant  salty, 
the  Laird  rose,  and,  lifting  one  of  the  candles,  left 
the  ladies  for  some  time  to  discuss  the  subject  by 
themselves. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 


A  SERYIXa  LASS. 


The  maid-servant  who  looked  into  the  dining* 
room,  to  tell  Miss  Cunningham  of  Lord  and 
Lady  Sandyford,  was  no^ordinary  character  in  her 
walk  of  life.  Except  once,  to  see  the  draught 
race  on  the  Saturday  of  Marymas  Fair  at  Irvine, 
she  had  never  been  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
palish  of  Stoneyholm.  In  her  aj^iearance  she 
WM,  eyei  for  her  conditioB,  imcommonly  rustic ; 
but  random  gleams  of  shrewdness  and  intelli* 
gence  occasionally  shewed  that  die  was  not  alto- 
gether the  dmpleton  which  her  acquaintance  in 
general  thought.  Her  father  was  ik^  parish 
beadle,  or  betherel,  as  that  dignitary  is  called  in 
Scotland,  and  in  addition  to  the  wonted  dutiea  of 


office,  followed  as  a  paN^ession  tlie  callmg  of  » 


WMte  Ae  was  a  fitde  gbl  ramiing^  about  die 
doors,  Mr  Tannyhill  happened  to  be  pleased  mA 
some  whimsical  trait  in  her  playftdness,  and  took 
her  imdeat  his  own  particular  eace,  teac^iing  h^ 
ndt  only  all  the  htde  diat  he  commonlj  tai^t 
the  other  children ;  but  fining  her^apt,  and  pos* 
sessed  of  a  taste  for  reading,  he  instructed  her  in 
tl^  Latin  Iallguage,^  and  bt  time  produced  irtlat 
^  «Nftsid^efta<moit  afeeontj^iib^  ctaosical  ad»- 
kr.  Bdl  Jjompt,  lioweirer>  mc^pulE«d  no  hhw 
slocking  aks :  -die  grew  vp  to  wotiiiiEiidMbd  womm* 
soiofis  of  any  supesior  altfainmtets,  and  wmb  not 
sothefirfse  dbtnagnishfld  fit)Sfriier  eotiq^amott%  dum 
hybdngpalii^ «tttde leas  attaitive^ to  drass. 
:  Ahoat  the  age  of  e^tten  Aeir9»  hived  iata 
the  Ci^laiids  family,  as  an  ^mdcr-ho«lBeiiiaid; 
andshemi^^,  at  AepeiioddfwiadiweaieBov 
speaking,  be  desoribed  as  a  ipiea^^ookiii^  f^^ 
with  ragged  lodks,  long  red  legs,  a  short  jnpe, 
and  a  merry  ^e.  In  the  capacity,  however^  of  a 
tforfmtt  the  ad^wtlae^es.of  the  education  whidi 


various  wsys.  Instead  of  iinging  melodiotts  4i(l», 
tic69  like  her  otmp^oAoimf  to  eheer  tlie  ieolce  of 
kmadbold  drodgety^  B^  c(»Bi(ioiily  cepeattd 
il9«d^  td^  henelf  the  choioest  {Muraages^  of  the  Eag- 
fiib  and  elaasic  pottt ;  and  it  irasnot  uBcamnott 
to  hear  her,  in  bottling  small  beer^  joyoilaly  m>> 
cite,  aa  she  tunled  theoodk,  some  social  verse 
fiem;Ajiaereon.orHofaoe«  OnefoKeneon^adMrt 
tcafO'  before  Sir  Ajidrelrls  xetunif  wbten  we  hafv 
fHHedito  eaU.at  The  Ptoee,  and  w^eae  bdiieed  bf 
thft  rlmkd  to  stay  dinner,  we  heaird  harr  M  aha 
^iehad  a*  £yvi  thM  watynt  to  death  on  our  aa^ 
oount^^edaiit,  wMigobd  emyhaais,  the  whide  4t 
Bayden's  Ode^,  Suiting  thci  actieii  M>  the  wand*  die 

aen^the  feaAesa  with  app^^P^^  wiaen  Id  the 
feaaled  .enthttsiMii  of  ihe  poeOey ;  nor  woidd&tbe 
eaqr  tot  ittagine  a  £ner  buret  of  ferrour,  than  dm 
ansi;^  with  wksah.  she  dbsuidied  the  hen  by  Ae 
itgSTaund'heir  heady  as-abe  eDccIained^ 

,  '^  And  rouse  him  like  a  rattling  peal  of  thunder." 
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Bm  firr  iifrduf>  Iter  waka  itt  ft  hmiMfteUdd  "mse 
Mt  of  m  Idgk  ordflr;  ontlie  ccMtirjr,  wbea  i^ 

toMiss-M^r,  Ai^'dmfty  Udf  dediited  die  wm 

lniitedtO:8oopth0lMUfle,if  ft  t?ook  op  •  bdliii^ 
w  left  in  herifffty.^ 

Among  other  ^idimei^  Bttll  enj^dgr^d  fittm 
mtKre^ftit  inreAsi&le'  ptop^uaty  to  ooamonicil^ 
to  pdMflrs  soiiie  acooiait  of  whatever  she  ItenAot 
gft««  Xord  and OLftdySaad^id'i'viMt,  -wHh  Ae 
ooftiMefftdon  te  wUch  k  tms  tikicMBtobd  ibef 
tnMted  Sir  Aadbew;  sMt  beir  ^ft(d[&i^  l;a  ^e  ^rik 
lige,  ft8  soon  ftii  «lu^  obtftiiied  Mlfis  Afiiy^s  pemii8* 
sk»  10  go  oim,  mi  the  wottied  jiretext  bf  ereiy 
iMidU«rTttftt\i  Softdiiy'  evenkig  latctttri^is^  botitin 
townmiA^conkttyf  'diatis^  to  see  herpaarente.'  And 
ftboiit  the  tane  thtt  our  hero  atid  hit  gnokdmotlfeler 
were  conversing  with  a^le  Jsafet^  Ai»  was  es>> 
prtiating  witb«II  the  eloeatkm  of  her  HfttttTQ^o 
ft  manesomi  assettbtiige  of  the  tiUegerei^  <m  A^ 
events  whkA  had  that  day  taken  place  at'ihb' 
Ciaighuids; 
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.  The  r«9ult  of  hear  xunmlaye  4i4  ^aredtt  tb  i)ie 
sagacity  of  h^  auditors,  for  they  came  to  theuift* 
lumous  ocmeluiioii)  that  So:  Aii&rev  and  Mist 
Mary  would  be  ^poedily  mamed^  jbs  Ae)^  were,  no 
doulbt,  betrothed  to  each  oflier  firom  the  time  that 
the  young  U^yt  with  her  muty  bad  visited  Loii- 
don.  This  idea  was,  in  part^  jquggested  by  acxme 
observations  which  th^  i»nidtee  BdU  hi^d  made, 
wl^  assi^tiiig  Biohiii  T»$h  iQ  Bsgnm  the  table 
dining  dinn^.  But  ajidioi^  it  was  in  so  &r  her 
own  suggestion)  it  y^^  jDeVerihekss,.  qierated 
t^on  her  wi^  the  fippe  cf  a  nffw  impetiis,  and  sle 
(^uld  no  jnore  r^ain  ^som  induJ^^ing  hersdf  in 
the  delight  of  beipg  ^  first  to  t^  the  news  to 
her  fel]ow.4iervants,  then  iiijthe  olher  case  die 
could  withstand  her  pif^p^isity  to  iitfovm  her  pih 
rfiUs  and  the  ne^hboi;^,  of  Qvery . wouJnatanee 
tha.t  she  had  seen  or  guesised  reqpectiiag  the  visit 
of  the  l^nghsh  Lord  an4  \4&  iLady . 
^j[t  happened,  howler,  that  Bel]^  in  heteft-i 
g^e^  to  bq  ddi^Ded  of .  ^  ^dings  wkh 
wbffh.hqr  fimpy  ufaa  9P:I^9  iwhjng  brinfiiil 
into  the  servants'  hall,  did  not  observe*  $hAt 
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Bliss  Mi«y  was  there  inspecting  a  efoset  iridi  t 
cHidle. 

^  O,  whftt  irM  I  tdl  yon  a*  T  vras  ber  ex<^iSB»- 
tion ;  ^  Siir  Andrew^s  come  downfrcnn  Liondon  to 
be  mmkd  ^  our  Miss  MKry."* 

"  WkatV  t'ou  saymg,  BeH,*  cried  Miss  MSty, 
ilsflai^  firom  tbedoset>  and  Mawmg  oat  tlie  can* 
die  as  she  set  it  down  -on  die  table. 

<<  IMedy  niistress)  k^s  a^  tlie  dfttter  <^  de 
town^-what  a*  say  macm  be  tme,^  was  the  reply. 

With  whatever  saisations  Miss  Muy  recerred 
dss  informsdon,  aSie  said  nothing  t6  ihe  servanti^ 
bat  wmt  ittffiaedistel J*  to  the  dhmlg-room,  wbeie 
die  Lalpd  wks  dtting  ai^feep  in  his  enay  chgat^ 
idnle  Miss  Maiy  was  reading  aloud  to  faxm  cne 
ef  Bliur^s  seftaons. 

<*  Mmy,  what  do  ye  Aank  that  barerel  ^Ikt, 
Sdl  Lam;^>  has  heard  in  the  tSacYum  P^  sfid 
Miss  Mizy,  in  a  sort  of  exnltii^  whisper. 

Mary  «(htrt  the  book,  and  die  Laird:  turned  bis 
head  to  the  odier  side  of  the  easy  chdr,  as  if  U 

bilk  slumber  he  sought  the  sound  which  li»i  Itdled 

Mmask^.  c 
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<^  H&w  ehnild  I  bum  r  xepHsd  the  fomg 
lady,  somewhat  surprised  at  the  spirits  into  whicii 
the  news  seemed  to  have  raised  her  simt. 

^^  They  8^  ye^xe  to  be  narfied  to, Sir  An- 
drew r  ^cdaimed  Miss  Mizy,  Hftbig  her  ha&ds  in 
tduen  of  the  adnuradcii  widi  which  Ae  pugpifed 
the  intelligence,  and  the  triumph  iddch  it  ga:ve 
h^  over  her  niece,  who  had  sa  often -slighted  her 
prognostiealaons  with  respect  to  hit^  grandeur  and 
greatness. 

Mary  l$ttg^ed»  and  sai^y  ^^  I  should  nqt  wen- 
d^  if  the  story  has  tak^i  its  rise  fiom  daft  Jami^ 
who,  in  the  AUness  of  his  heart,  finr  the  sixpcnee 
4ie  got  from  Sir  Andrew,  addsed  me  ta  marry 
him." 

But  her  mirth  was  not  so  deq^  as  her  hearti 
and  die  etpmenoed  the  influav^e  of  a  Btna^ 
fDBseiitfaiient  thrOl  through  aH  its  poises,  in  coo^ 
nexion  with  a  sudden  rush  into  her  fancy,  ^ 
«i«ry  inddmt  associated  in  hei^  recdjection  with 
4ie  image  of  our  hero. 

^^  Z  wonder  what  your  fkther  will  say  ti}l*t,** 
med  Miss  Miay ;  and  she  moved  roui|d  towaards 
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the  easy  chiir»  fixr  the  purpose  qf  rwrne^  ih/i 
Laird. 

But  Mary  interposed,  8^yin&  *  ^  I  ^191  surprised 
that  you  shpnld  besotakeaupiriAihis  noose&tt 
^— I  b^  you  won^t  disturb  my  firther^^^-cowAkr 
his  prgudices.  It  will  onfy  vex  him  to  siippote 
sudi  a  dung  possible.^ 

^*  PosdUe  r  exclaimed  Mibs  Mimy  ;  ^<  my 
httSy  ye  may  be  thankfu^  if  yell  get  the  c^fep— to 
be  the  Lady  of  that  Ilk — ^Na,  na,  Mary,  i  t^s  no  to 
be  eipectit  that  a  Baronet,  hand  and  glove  wT 
liOrds  and  Dudiesses  yonder,  will  COToe  firae  Los- 
don  to  speir  your  price.^ 

^'  I  am  astonished  to  hear  you  speak  so  lightJhf 
of  such  a  thing,^  replied  Miss  Cunningham  ;  ^'  fiir 
I  am  persuaded,  that  if  the  creature  WheeUe  were 
to  offer,  there  is  not  one  in  the  worid  would  be 
uMHre  disposed  to  send  him  off  with  a  short  answsr 
than  yoiffsel^" 

^  <<  It's  my  fear  hell  no  try ,""  was  the  tartisfa  an^ 
swer  of  the  old  lady ;  ^^8oyeneedBa,Mary  C3on- 
ningbam,  gie  yoursd  sic  airs— and  ca*  the  grapes 
sour  that  ye  canna  readi— -like  the  tod  in  £aop^ 
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Mile^So  I  ^vHH  ten  your  &ther,  for  it's  but  right 
and  proper  to  prepare  him  for  the  news.'' 

lilary  made  Ho  ^mswer,  but  rising  abruptly,  sud- 
dlsnly  quitted  the  room,  while  Miss  Mizy,  goin^ 
r^und  to  lite  easy  ehab,  shook  the  Laird  awake. 


.......  '^  - 
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A  DEBATE. 


^  SisTSB,^  said  the  Laixd^  xcdbbin^  h^  eyes  u 
Miss  Misy  disturbed  liis  slvonber^  ^^  what  for  irill 
ye  no  let  a  body  sleep  ?  Ye  ne'^er  devaul,  vT  se 
thing  iff  anodier,  firae  keeping  me  in  het  water."* 

^'  I  wonder  how  ye  can  tlunk  o**  dozing*  at  tbst 
gait ;  ii*s  enough  to  turn  your  brains  to  oil,^  re- 
plied his  sister.  ^  But  there^s  great  news  in  the 
town. 

^  Ay,  and  what  are  they  ?  Is  Boney  pot  out 
o^  tfie  way  at  last  ?^  said  Craiglands,  rouaiiig  Inm. 
sdf  into  as  much  life  as  possible, 

^  Itfs  something  far  more  asctraordinar,^  re- 
plied MisS'  Mizy,  <^  and  what  Fm  ne  tKiiitwy 
yell  be  so  wed  pleased  to  hear.^    . 
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*^  How  do  ye  ken  wliether  111  be  weel  or  ill 
pleased  ?"  retorted  the  Laird  peevishly.  "  1%*^ 
a^  unco  thing  that  ye  maim  aye  be  srgoUbargol* 
ing  wi^  me  in  that  gait  I  can  get  nee  lest  fet 
you  by  ni^  or  by  day.'' 

^^  I  ken  very  weel,^  in  a  tone  quite  ae  dbalrp, 
w^  Miss  Ml^'s  ai^Bver ;  ^^  end  every  body  k«M 
tl^t,  that  k^i8  you.^ 

<<  Every  body  kens,  Miss  Miay,  that  tbou's  a 
eankery  cxeature,  and  that  bad  thou  no  been  sae, 
In%hthaebeenipiato^lbeeIangfl^n>e;  btttnae^ 
fool  <:a8t  vf  that  would  be  fiiahed  wd*  tfaee.^ 

^  Weel,  weel>  maybe  yell  no  be  nnidde  langer 
plagued  wT  me ;  fo  if  d»  news  are  true  tibat  I 
have  heardy  111  aoon  bar  a  better  eteading  fyt 
^aysdL'' 

<<  Tbae  maun  be  great  news,  mdaed,^  eaid  the 
Laird,  with  an  accent  approaching  to  the  tone  of 
wond^.  ^^  And.what  are  lliey  ?  Itinann  be  an 
iU  wind  to  aomdbody  diat  will  Uasr  me  good  to 
the  Craiglands.^ 

'' .Aoi  y3a  wiH  bee%  ye  afaidl  hae't,'' lietorted  Ae 
justty-^flimded  gentlemman.  ^<  ISiey  aay  ^ 
Andrew  and  your  docbter'ii  to  be  married.^ 
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«<  Wlui  dares  to  9Sj  ibe  Hke  o^  tliat  ?^  cried 
theLaiid. 

^^  TluEre  BOO !  ye  see  what  I  fotetoUTs  come  to 
pMB,^  exdaimed  Miss  Mixy.  *^  iMdxut  I  tell  yoa 
tfajit  the  tidfa^  boded  nae  daflBir  to  you  ?^ 

^  And  how  do  you  know  whether  they  bode 
difin'*  or'dide?"  replied  Craighinds,  a  little  taken 
abadc  ^^  A^  that  I  can  say  is,  that  I  dinna  be- 
lieve ae  w»d  o^t.'* 

.  ^  It*s  TCfy  litde  io  die  puipose  whether  ye 
b^ereH  or  no;  hot  if  the  marriage  is  to  be,  what 
will  ye  sae  tiffit  P'  rgoined  Miss  Mixy. 

^<  Fm  sore  it  woqld  he  a  kittle  qpiestion  for  me 
to  answer,^  retorted  ihe  Laird,  *'  gin  there  was 
cay  sic  beniaon  in  the  bargain  as  a  clear  house  o^ 
thee.  But  if  s  no  a  thing  of  ony  sort  o*  probability 
at  a\  and  Maiy  Cmminghain  would  neVr  tryst 
heiael  without  my  comvance.^ 

<<  A9  lor  that,''  cried  Bfiss  Miay,  triumphing 
in  the  commotion  which  the  news  had  eVid^tly 
raised  in  her  bfother^s  nmid,  ^*  sHe^s  her  father^a 
ain  bairn,  a  chip  o'  the  aiild  Uodi: ;  and  it''8  my 
opiniim^  Aat  w^re  Sir  Andrew  really  to  make  an 
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ofibr,  she  would  refose  him,  out  of  the  omSime 
spirit  that  she  inherits  fiae-^I^  no  say  wha.^ 

^^  Mizy,  thou  hadst  ne^er  a  gude  word  o^  ony 
bbdy,^^  replied  the  Laird ;  >^  audit  says  Jbul little 
fi^r  thee  to  mislikeiji  thy  aia  niece,,  who  is  tM&tk  a 
gude^empered.and  an  obed^pt  lassie,  twa  things 
that  ne^er  could  be  said  o^  that  aide  o^  die  house 
thisit  ye're  come  o'.*" 

"  WeeV  ha«d  yout  ain  part  gude,  btodier ; 
biit  unless  I'm  far  wrang,""  wie  the  lack's  ietnpha- 
tic  reply,  <*  yell  maybe  find,  if  the.:itt«|;tttX)omes 
to  a  triU,  wha's  in  the  right'' 
-   The  Laird,  ini^iead  of  .vefqp(m4i^ 
out  his  hand,  and  taking  hia  sbfSf  whkh  ^tood  »t 
his  aide,  knocked  sharply  on  the  #9ftH^^  , 
^^  What  do  .you  jrant  IT.  inquireil  bjus  sbter. 
But,  instead  of  answerii^  her  qflH^stijO^,  he  w- 
peatedth^  knpcldiig^and  :i9^<)i^  T^^  appe«ed 
to  his  siunmfiBs.      '    />      -    ^ 

/*  Gar  ane  o'  the  Jaswes,"  wddM  IWW»,  ^^  teU 
my  dochter  to  step  this  way.". 
"  What  do youiRiu)* wij h^r  r  <MEclaknid Miss 
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^^iha  hit 'htbrnii  taid  it^a  none. of  your  bai- 

:R(d)&^  liaYiiig  xetixed,  ha  ^Qte  .coorse  of  about 
m  niitttte  4iAeiv  &e  shrill  Caogutf  of  3ell  I^unpt 
4raB  lieaid  «ryi]^^  at  tiie  feet  o*  i3ms  stiiiz;^  ^<  Hejr, 

aiiss  Miiy,  4waie  doNa^  and  picify  4ihe  Ij«k4,& 

<<  The  de^il  do  me  gude  <r  that  tawpy  T  €t- 
ekMned^tbe  «ld  gentlemaa;  '<  I  wonder  ikm  I 
iiae Jbeett  abfe 4a  liMiie  iicr:me;.]ai9  ;  •Itt'^firaDU 
litie  dkr^jbtd  in  the  awe  fool  la^ion^  4n  ik 
house  had  been  fou-4>*uKtraDgei8.«*^«*fie£r.X4aBpi^ 
yeyfBfefttr^'^ilM^^i^iglit  you  :to  speak  auUhatidis- 

Bell,  on  hearifeig  fhenidf  aMMd^  x^oMd  the 
dming^TOon  ^^  and  hN^Uagin  'feantirffliihd  it, 
aaid,  ^^  Whirf's  your  in^  anisiberlP'' 

*K  Ttet^fi  my  imU,^  ^oiad  liie  Laixd, .  nd.he 
flung  the  staff  at  her  head.  ^^  TbaKruBB&Br  anreb 
iras  acpoormandrlven'SO-dententwl'awJ'i^^  by  a 
wheen  idiot  women.^- 

MJm  OwftMnghftift,  oA  hearin|r  ^^^Mlf^i^ttni- 
moned,  immediately  came  down  stairs,  moA^^ 
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mcpjSBt  ^lie  ef^t^redth^  ?9^>  her  iSilher  aud,  iii 
this  misleart  aunty  of  yours  has  been  garrii^  laq 

^op^TWiTjrqplie^  M#ryj,  «V^q^a«k«f»iej^py  rtilg 

Miff>¥Jk#tr4oyw^agrti9dMit?  Is  tbe»»:Qi^  a(W 
ta[|Ofei»48^x  After 

^'jISM  ^i]iAF^%  tried  Ji^r/exd^iia^i^ 
aunt,  antidpatii^  ^eRj)l^^.dCQiifiniiatiim  «f  Jbte 
flfAmP^-'^AiSoe.lfi  tlfa^  X^mteivt  to  micry  Sir 
^M|k»lt  ^irfe  I  try •I^.^Vtii^ 

^  I  think,^  said  Staly*  (a diiilfiif ervo^  "it 
itiK.'l^'jdiie^ieqMigl^v^l^lipi  ifiir  .Audsew  requests 
him.^' 

:  ^folffra  ffighi,  Man^-^fiafehMUec  observe,^  "was 
thJeLZL&aHTstiiiifiirer.'  -^rXKeHl  gutosiae  fish  tQl  wie 
gBtiihem  ;^.«Dld  Iiu){»e:^jpoii£laBaty  inll  iajcmno* 

/uigitt^  and  boindleet-me  ^^help 
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sedition.  Bnt,'  noo  tHat  we  hae  come  to  a  right 
vtnderstaiidiiigy  I  wbidd  like  to- ken  how  the  dash 
has  ieisen  ?^  •  ^ 

'"  Miss  Cunningham  herself  had  a  little  cuxiositj 
tm'the  subject  as  well  as  her  father ;  fer,  althou^ 
she  considered  daft  Jamie  as  the  m^hial  audior, 
afee  had  a  feminine  inclination  to  know  tiie  par* 
ticokrs  of  aU  that  was  rqK>rted*  According^, 
after  some  brief  consultationi  it  was  resohred  that 
JkXL  Lainpit  should  be  called  in  and  examined. 
The  ]Laird^s  stick  was  still  lying  on  Hie  floor, 
when  Bell,  on  being  summoned,  entered,  mid  she 
lifted  it  up,  anH-hdd'it  out  to  him  %  the  end, 
with  a  gawlqr  ^k  of  trepidation.  • 

<^  What's  this,  Bettv  «aid  her  master,  aeitii^ 
the  stick  in  its  wolttedidaoe,  '\that  ye  }iite  bMai^ 
firom  the  dachan  thfe  night  ?^  ^      t  »  - 

^^  I  brought  naething,  idr^'"  replied  Bdl^  with 
the  most  perfect  and  sincere  simplicity.  ^ 

*'  Ca'  ye-t  naeUung  to  be  raising'a aifijfet  in 
the  house  about  Sir. Andrew  .Wjdie  andl  Miaa 
Cunningham  .^"^  exdaimed  Miss  Mby;  i .  ^^^CDbe 
X^iord  wants  to  ken  (what.]a\lft§tiye;fiae(] 


"  0  jost-  a  wlicen  havers,  Mns  Miiy— just  a 
wheen  haven,^  replied  Bell—"  causey  talk — Vox 
populi  r 

"  Vox  deevils  T  cried  the  Laird.  "  But  what 
do  they  say  ?^     - 

^^  That  Sir  Andrew  would  hae  been  married  to 
Miss  Mary  lang  ago ;  but  ye  wouldna  part  wT 
ber  tocher,  till  he  could  count  pound  and  pound 
wi'  you  twice  o'er,"  repHed  BeH. 

^^  It's  a  confounded  \e^  f  e}i;claimed'the  Laird 
ndignantly,  while  both  Miss  Mizy  joxiA  Mary 
laughed.  •   - 

^^  I  said  it  was  a  lee,^  replied  Bell ;  ^  and 
ome  thought  it  wasna  come  to  pass,  that  ye^ 
irould  ever  consent  to  let  Miss  Mary  tak  him, 
hough  he  hadthe  main^'s  more.*" 

^^  Wha  thought  sae  ?  and  what  business  had 
liey  to  be  making  or  meddling  in  the  matter  ?^^ 
ried  the  Laird. 
"  T)eed,  sir,''  said  Bell,  "  I  said  that  I  didna 
link  Miss  Mary  would  ever  tak  sic  a  tee  totum, 
J  Wheelie.'' 
"  And  wha  the  deevil  speer^t  your  counsel 


mmt  it  r*  eolii&ied  tile  LiSitt     <<  Ye  haiAj 

Ye  thought,  and  they  thought — but  if  it  irsuftKt 
miii  te  ae  iitagibm  a^othto,  I  hae  a  liiought 
that  would  gar  baidi  you  and  them  cbnr  wliar  iU 
wvyetAy.'* 

'^Bell,  leave  the  rootti,^  add  Miarf  ;•  «nd  die 
itMed  to^  her  fkAer,  *•  Yoit  have  jui^ged  very 
pnoperly,  dr.  It  is'ttot  ri^Bt  to  aBoir  servants  to 
apei^  ao  ftmffiarly.  Her  rematir  our  SRr  Andrew's 
tppearance  was  higUly  unfaecomii]^,^ ' 

^<  She^s  a  half-witted  creature,^  repRed  die 
Lflord,  restored  ta  Us  wonted  eompostitie.  ^'  Sir 
Andrew,  in  my^ojnnion,  is  a  very  decent  inaot  of 
Ins  stature.^ 

'^  He^s  a  very  sensftte' man,  whidi  ir  mtdr  to 
die  purpose,*  rejoined  Miss  Mnrjr. 

^  What  ken  ye  about  sensej  Mfey  ?  H^h; 
woman,  but  ye  hae  made  a  poor  shew  o^  yours 
diis  night,^  said  die  Laird  exxddngljr ;  and  he 
eontmued,  •^Come,  Mary,  my  dawty,^Iend  me 
your  arm,  and  help  me  up  the  stair  to  nfiy  room. 
— Gkide  night,  Mizy,  and  the  next  time  ye  "prog- 
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nosticate,  I  redde  you  to  look  better  ftt  the  Alma- 
nack.^ 

In  saying  these  words,  he  bfoke  out  into  one 
of  his  loudest  and  longisst  gafiaws,  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  which,  leaning  on  his  daughter's  ann,  he 
left  the  room. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

A  DKXAM. 

Whsn  ofUT  hero  retired  for  the  Bight  to  the 
anaU  diamber  which  had  been  constructed  at  die 
badk  of  his  grandmother^s  oottage>  he  sat  docmi 
and  mminated  on  the  evaits  of  the  day .  ^  hurge 
predominance  of  pleasure  had  imdonhtiWily  bees 
aijoyed,  bat  the  oonnnait  of  Cripple  Janet,  on 
the  cause  of  Maiy  Cunningham'^s  tindnefis  to  her, 
threw  long  and  wavering  shadows  of  dmbt  and 
apprdiension  over  the  hopes  which  the  incidents 
in  other  respects  had  unfolded;  and  it  seemed  to 
him,  tliat  although  he  had  readied  die  TaUe  land 
of  fortune,  there  was  a  deep  and  dark  ravine  be- 
tween him  and  the  desired  object  of  his  perseve* 
ranee  and  pursuit.  He  had  been  hitherto  engaged 
with  aflBdrs  wherdn  his  own  passions  had  no  ooik 
cem,  and  no  obstacle  had  impeded  his  career,  or 
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Uugbt  bim  to  a{^»rebend  that  he  might  Bot  Teach 
the  goal  o{  hi§  ambition.    While  he  therefore  ac- 
knowledged, that  in  all  external  drcunutances  he 
had  been  enabled  to  eurpass  even  his  wishes,  he 
could  not  disguise  &Ma  himself  that  there  are  turns 
in  hfe  of  more  difficult  attainment  than  even  riches 
,ai>d  honours.    He  fc^t  that  tliere  was  an  immea- 
surable diSerence  between  the  disinterested  dic- 
tates of  gratitude,  and  the  desires  and  sentiments 
which  spring  from  paeuon.    In  the  affair  of  Lord 
and  Lady  Sandyford,  he  was  &ee  and  dedsive ; 
but  in  » 
jnnessgd 
don.  It 
parativel 
thing  on 
fections.  ' 

side,  **  y 


^a 


keathbd 
have  been 


gstiheriBg  in  iShe  inf  I  Tumw  ^me^  IttdMv  ^  tatt 
tomakemyselTa  stttr  to  H»M^««Mfr  eq^BM^^irift 
her.  ^  To  m^  i^ugi^ink  %  fovl^  ytfiBmgJmeit 
gaed  to  eeA.^-^^HA  lOm  all,  RofcAa^  GM^^  g^ 
Jenny.  WieieH  f  cazrilft  hd^  It  Bat  ae  tin^  I 
cian  do— ^I  ean  pwjve  taiat  I  vfamitt*  uftworAy  rf 
her  fore.  TH  fey  the  morttV  ncMniiii^'to'Siicifm 
how  her  nSndBes,  miifiik^ptfMii  CllaSfic^TB 
write  to  hfm  to  come  hame^  aod'VIF^tb  hiBi-'flfe 
estate  0^  Wjrife  to  mdc  a  Is^  imd  i  toSB.  tj^ifP 
her-f-Fot  Til  nd  fiiA  inyitel  my^mair  ^^%r  ^iMi 
worldPs  pdf  attid  Ae  MaAeri^  oV^ 

With  this  detenmnation:  he  Begto^td^inflMi^ 
butmllte  oDPrtedfa-feirgecottdgliie  IbigOiBitt* 
sdf,  and  agwn  sat  dowir,  siiyh^,'-*^ 


that  I  might  think  of, — ^I  wonder  how  it*  w  ifart  9 
have  fimcied  her  s6  long.  Sfai?^!  iiisHIteir  se  bmi^ 
nor  sio  blithesome  as  'fifty  othc^  I  hae^  s^isai ;  X*]Mto 
been  just  the  fbol  of  Aat  caff  fov^  1»M  49^'tiie 
fifty  psators  and  t!ie  headstane.  I  ^OMdMr-tt 
surprised  to  hear  she  made  meilieiMgfaii^^«to<)k 
o'  a'  her  acquidntance,  fti'  Ae  was  jttJt  a  dbevH  *r 
making  diversion  o^  me  ionong  themlang  9}fiie«— 
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tip  j^.  i>  <  JiMMjla  rtiat  iTm  ■  Iw  ai^riBrtkm  o*  Charlie 
-xHej.FnkBuie^had.iiaDea^.barT-tlist'sacettiuit 
thing^-T'&r  lifi  wn  « i<Sd  ism^oc  lad,  juod  would 
na'sr  haeTiin.  aic  ram  mot»  had  he  &h  s  r^ht  true 
MLd&Hli&l^faotionA^IdicL  But  wbal.  ^nifin 
t^,?*-4U  a'ane  tameif  )MDi&D(grntnB.onhim, 
fitrvHI  lui^r  tid(»apoitioiLof.«:ilindedlieBrt.w 
But  the  Btaim  I  getat  tto  Iwtton  of  this  the 
faetter.'"  Aad  wilTi  ihru  tin  iiM^rnimd.  mil  tbrbw- 
iagMnselfosFdnd^into-bedi.  lU^-tiabm^ioiii 
of  bis  past  life  floated  thvoag^'  his  Buad»  in  cob- 
□exioK  widk  th*iaiage>o(f  Mat^  GmHitigham.;  and 
oadttmly  As  fewp  cf  Pierst»i  wMseen  funding 
acsE  faiu.  HelMfaed  at  Ina,  and  he  appeared 
pa}»  and  ftehls,  and'  pamdqg  nth  boa  band  to  a 
pietote,'<«iAadi  appeared  thedittant  view  of  an 
OTiMalal  etty.  In  dw  ^regMund  of  the  hu^ 
WH^was  aeemetery,  vii^wvetidtoBibs,  and  on 
eareftitmheaaw  Aeoane  of  Pierston  ioecnbed. 
In-the  wmniiic  <^'the  BomoDt,  } 
to  aak  his  fiiend  what  it  neant.  ] 
sHtt-  shone  bRgh%  in  1h«  eyes,  a 
thepietiu^  and  oflus  fiiend  had  v 
waldng. 
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The^e  was  somctlm^  in  t&e  dsrcamstanoes  of 
this  dream  which  made  him  Everted  isleep  agiuB ; 
and  having  dressed  himsdf^  ht  wilked  out. 

In  passing  fiom  the  village  to  the  UgiKroadi,  he 
saw  the  Master  b^foi^e  hhn,  wmlkiii|r  quiddy,  "with 
the  front  of  his  cocked  hat  tnmed  badnvttrda,  and 
^  faadt  skcketied  down  for  a  sfaide-  id  Iub  tje& 
Mending  his  pftce^  he  soon  came  np  to  Idm. 

The  Dominie,  <m  being  ikddressdd  l^  the  Ba- 
ronet, shortened  his'steps,  and  Aey  fell  ijite  con^ 
versation  as  they  walked  togedic^  respecting  crip* 
pie  Janet ;  the  result  of  Whkh  was,  tliat  .Sir  An<- 
drew  was  to  setde  on  her  a  slipedft.  aliffici^it  to 
keep  her  condbrtaUe  as  a  boirdfer  with  amneone 
of  the  cottars.  <<  By  whicbr"  said  tk^  Muster^ 
^^  ye^U  bespeak  twa  good  words  abMii,  h/y  09>e  good 
action  here ;  f6r  the  stipend  will  be  a  he%i  to  9ome 
oth^r,  as  Well  as  a  ccmsdation  to  Jaaet.^ 

By  the  time  they  had  diacossed  this  tattsagd- 
ment^  they  arrived  at  the  end  lof  the  liae' whidi 
led fir<»n  the  hamlet  to  the  high-road.  Itcw^snot 
our  berets  intention  to  go  &ither,  and  he  faulted; 
awhile  the  Master  contmued  to  improve  his  pace, 

^  Whare  away  so  &st  ?**  said  the  BaroQef^ 


..     A  DESAH.  229 

'^Obt'^jrepiaedlb^  Maator, ''  I  liave  had^reat 
newflh,  Ayoiingladihfit  Ik^a^the  eoUege,  is 
comebAiiiefiewijoiBeffcHcagapa^  and  last  mgHt 
yrjamilig&j^f  Ifymd  alett^i^nmi  ^m,  sent 
Ante  Inline,  bidding  me  to  mme  and  see  Imn  at 
tji^Cr^fss-kqrslm^^^.tUsjnoniing^  Weirere 
great  companions  when  laddies ;  hail  thought  lie 
wa^iflcsad'  and^gane  tnmy.  %  Ji^^.  md  day  ago ;  he 
W9S  a  clei^er.ichii9pie»  wd  Vi9^  tp  i^y,  if  ever  he 
l^ia^e.a  fcfftune  I^e  wiy^ld  get  me  a  kirk.^ 

^^  A  Idi^k  r  4914  the  3arW^"-*^^  I  didna  know 
thut  yjB  ^ere  a,  p;e^he7f  "^ 
r'^^  W^ltty  Et^e  j:i9f^  tp  s^y  I  was  a  vera  gode 
ane ;  %at  I  hadnae  frien^ei  $0  h^p  me  forward,  so 
y(Jll9t  was  the  use  pf  my  )^eaching  ?""  replied  the 
jnnp^eilt  Dominie.    , 
.;   "|h^.|P^yqp,^pMJUfi^4».acc^ 
dsixa^  J^iv^dt^y  fe^liAg  sc^n^thiag  between 
j^  and  pl^aiswe^neTer^l^Qf^  having  iieard  or 
imagined  that  Mr  Taimyhill  possessed  any  dig. 
^^^  beyond  those  whi^h  he  held  in  the  parish  of 
fitOQ^hoUn. 

^\Ay^.  X!fs^^  ^e  Mai^,  "  I  was  licensed; 
but  sii^fe  X  preached,  ^y  first  sermon  in  the  Ba- 
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to  rnmnl  «H»dMr  jMt'piyt;^  ftr^  cA  I  wm  teraUy 

Pailn^  ]pe«^r  fasve  liMtd'i&y  liMBrt  beat»gik 
liieftv  «i^^  tb^Wik;'^ 

^  rm  ghd  to  k«tf  UiK^  Md  tke  B«f««tte 

^  What  ^  slMtki  it  inrice  ywi  gfaid  ?  ftr  i 
irws  die  lireaUiig  ef  1B7  %«ea^  wmL  made  me  fin 
to  seek  tbe  hmiy  bicid  of  a  panh-^ebcK^  wte^ 
for  moare  tliaa  finMUMUtwei^  yesps,  I  Itare  beeo 
delving  sand  and  vashing*  'BiMofismBj^  reffied 
die  mild  and  Mode^ licentiate,  m  ihe^repToywg 
accent  or  eiqpesiuiMmn. 

"My  wcnrdty  fiicnd,.''  said  our  Iiero^  ^jef» 
not  think  I  Vould  hurt  your  ie^eags  ;  I  was  ixdj 
glad  to  hear  ttet  you  are  iqua^ed  to  accept  a  pi^ 
xidt.  I  iMlA  i^  no  bqrond  my  powCT^  to  get  y0a 
one.  Bnt  go  to^your  old  fiimd^  and  when  you  re> 
torn  YfL  easpeet  to  see  you.** 

The  fjfso^  anck  ingenuous  Domime  could  scarce 
ly  comprehend  the  import  of  these  words ;  so  mudi 
dU  Ae  Bavoliet  stiH  appear  tibe  simple  boy  he  bd 
known  as  Wheeie.  But  after  they  had  sejiarate^ 
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sax 


le  began  ta  Tefleet  on  «U  that  had  passed ;  andbgf 
he  time  he  reached  themimster'^a  enseof  Irviite, 
le  had  foimed  a  tolerably  coicect  idea  in  what 
aanner  it  might  be  in  the  power  of  a  Baronet  and 
Member  of  Parliament  to  proeure  him  a  parish. 
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<<  Fh  dnnli^,  wter  *  sod  Cndglands,  vfaen 
lie  ciBK  dovn  Btaus  to  tstskftst,  ^  that  it''s.no 
jDst  wlttt  is  pnqier  in  oar  ftmily  to  gma  to 
Andnnwd  m  >  ▼mtatKn,  in  a  lMm>w''t  coact 
We're  bomid,  ont  o'*  a  reelect  to  oursels,  to  let 
tboae  Bngfiwhew  see  thst  we  liae  coaches  of  our 
ain  tt  gade  w  diein ;  m  yell  teD  Robin  Taide 
to  pat  his  bones  in  ordtr  fiir  tbe  road,  and  to  snod 
htmeel  tar  a  decency  on  die  joesent  occasion.'" 

Miss  Mixy  agreed  tlut  it  would  assuredly  be 

more  becwiiiiig  the  dignity  of  the  family  to  go  in 

their  own  carnage ;  for,  as  she  very  sajHently  ob- 

Lord  and  the  Lady  jmv 

for  us,  there  was  no  word 


Mils  Miijr  petli^H  in  this  judged  of  tliem  by 
herself.  Bdbin  Taigle,  however,  was' ordered  to 
get  the  equipage  ready  in  due  time ;  so  that,  when 
M«iy  entered  the  room,  she  was  infimned  of  the 
change  made  in  the  orrangeUiait,  and  that  Sa 
Andrew  would  ht^ve  the  lt»d'i  carnage  to  him- 
self. 

"  Fmgladof  it,"  smdMary;  "  for  really,  af- 
ter the  Donaense  we  heard  laat  ni^t,  I  do  think 
we  coidd  not  go  with  pro^ety  to  Aucl^vard  to- 
gether. There  is  no  need  to  CQuntewance.  the 
foolish  notions  which  one  cannot  prement  #Kdi(t^ 
people  from  taldng  into  their  h^ada."         ,     - 
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tfaer.ittoit  iiiiHi^iilniini  naunsr'  on  <lie  lacHeraii 
idoi.  at  Matliur'  Sockoa^s  of e-  hmmg  evened  lo 

jok6  ^vidi  Mbty'  on  tii6  iMd^j^ct^  till  be  Uiamht 
the  cniftsoii- blooA  o^tiie  Ueoln  of  her  die^ 
«nd  the  iMbster  of  her  neck  aaid  faecpom. 

^<  It  i8,^  said  she,  ^^  the  most  extraordiiUBy 
tloBg  i  ever  kher^  Aftt^MrkfaoHt  the  slightest  ret- 
Mn,  siwh  ott  idea  shoKild  Bare  unseii.  TVheeH^ 
^trefy'I  can  oril  him  By  iio  other  nmne  or  tide, 
is  vay  ireK  to  kugh  trifh^and  lau^  at.   Buf— — -* 

"  But  what  ?"  cned'JHSss  Mky^  whd  nereri^ 
up  her  opinion  to  livii^  mortid;  snd  she  added, 
*^  Fm  sure  he's  your  equal*  in'  cajuHequeuee  ony 
day.  Thirds  no  Hke^  dxyv  of  antiquity — ar  hanm- 
et'^s  a  mtan  of  some^  degree— and  Mary,  ye  canna 
diaown  tliat  he  was  ftrther  bisn  among  the  great 
than  ony  other  bodjr  we  met  wi**  in  London.  My 
solid  judgment  is,  and  I  have  had  a  consid^ation 
o^  tUe  sufcgect,  that  Wheelie,  whom,  by  the  Eiag^s 
proclamation,  we  are  behadden  to  call  ISir  Andrew, 
is  a  dungeon  o'  wit,  the  like  of  whilk  is  no  to  be 


met  wT  o«(  a^  liwrxtrennce'o^  tlicrMaen.Lords  in 
Edinbuigh,  and  I  jalouse  diere  are  but  fi^  lik^ 

*'Hb  may  ic  a  greats  'm$sAy^  itepHeA  Miry^ 
laii^iiki^y,  ^  bat  he  w  celi»a]yf «  vee  bod^ 

The  LiArd^nrho  War  in  tiieiiDt  trapping  an 
egg'^d&a  tea-jq^Ot^  s^botSirdown^  aad  tfavowing 
hhnu^  \mk  in'  Ms  cteilr,  lai^^eft  iMtmodeeatefy 
fi)^  iibmit  a  minfite,  at  tlie  ^d  o^nli&A  he  lesii^ 
med  tiie  tea-spoon  and^  the  egjgw  gravefy'  aa  if  he 
had  never  been  hinghmg  at  aQ. 

«*  tlowsever,^  said  the  ji:»dicibulr' Miss  llify, 
*^  tSnee  WeVe  no  tof^ge  in  Lo^  San^fylbidVi  coach 
wP  Sir  Andrew,  I  tMidc  m  i^ould  let>  Inm  know 
that  We  go  t^egithel^' by  oiMehr'in  e^ar  oirti  car- 
riage.'^ ' 

«  CafiaWy,'"  t^HWMtty,'^  it  W«idd  be  ex- 
ceedingly riide  to  do  oth^fwise  ;'^  and  tkt  Lai]^ 
d^^^^  his  iA)horrehce  of  aS  rudeness^,  especial- 
ly if' theife  m»  toy 'chance  of  it  anlnn^  to'tbe  ^ettni 
of  the  Engfishc^;  acqmeseedi  BdFLaem]^  was 
accoitKng^y  ciSled'  hi  to  be  rftsthictMf'iii  1^  re- 

f  •  ^  • 

quidte  particulars  of  a  missibn  to  ofl^liidrd 

YeTl  gai^,^  siridTVfiss  Mizy,  ^'to  MiWiha 


u: 
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Docken^and  gW.dur.  CQmpImieiats  to  Sir  Ai- 

^^  Yell  do  no  sic  things,  Bell,^  exclaimed  tk 
Laisd;  '^'  yell  take  no  pompHnu^iits  firom  me^ 
That  would  be  to  gie  the  &U6w  eneouragemeDt^ 

^^  BeQ,^  interposed  Misa  Gimmngham,'"  gQ  to 
Sir  Andrew  and  say,  that  as  my  fath&c  finds  bin* 
self  well  enough  to  dine  at  Auclibii^ard  to^7i 
we  shall  go  with  him  in  o^  own'  cmrtii^;  so 
that  it  win  be  unnecessary  for  hiia  to  call  h^e&r 
us  with  Lord  San^fford\3.'^ 

"  If 8  vera  eXftao^diiuur^^  cried   Miss  Miijj 
^*  i^a^  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  you  tiS 
allow  me  to  gie  the  lassie  a  right  iaslaruction.— 
Bell,  ye^U  gang  to  Sir  Andrew,  ami  s^y  that  it's 
no  convenient  for  us  to  depend  upon  any  other 
carriage  than  our  own  for  the  retonr  at  night,  so 
we  intend  just  to  gai^  by  ou^ssels.'^ 
.    "  Fm  sure,''  exclaimed  the  Laird,  *^  I  ^ee  nac 
need  for  a'  this  pro  forma.     ^'  I'm  no  fi)r  sum- 
mering sokd  wintering  alxmt  the  ^atter.**^ 
.    BdO,  being  tl^us  instructed^  lost  no  time  in  pro- 
ceeding to  the.  village; 

In  the  course  of  the  walk^  she  ruminated  as 
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liden'ministm  do  irho  are  entrusted  with 
)8.-.«.p6ili8p&  an  mesBei^ptVB,  male  and 
»  do'  the  same-^-and  the  resiilt  of  Jbee  cogi- 
was)  that  the  family  had  resolved  to  reject 
cIreVft  matrimonial  propoBala. . . 
IT  this  impression,  oareaohiiig'the  cottage- 
old  Mlirtha,  die  pulled  the  latch,  and  just 
i^,  B»  the  Baronet  was  dittHig  at  breakfiuit 
is  grandmoth^,  md^  *\  Sir  Andrew,  ye 
and  1^  i:e«4  to  Anchinwatd  by  yoursel, 
re's  j^s^;co(m  ^%yM  ia  (W  chaiscu'" 
:ha^  did\ye  .say»  lasaie  ?"*  replied  our  hero, 
guesBiffgi  but,  not  exactly  und^tanding 
port  of  the' message. 

inii^  h^  tl)9  donsie  <aceat^re,T  said  Mar* 
^  It's  th^;  betberel's  4al^  dochter-<-ppor 
^he  was.  a  harxoi^ss  bain-^a  wee  eijly ;  but 
dstqi^  taugjht  her  Latin,  and  made  her  an 


• '    *  • 


i  \ff  vthis  time  I^ad  entered  the  cottage, 
king  a  seat  uninvited,  began  to;  Ewiz^  her^ 
sknriMrds  ,and  forwards,  riqpeating.  Jupiter's 
to  thft  Qpda  from.  Pope's  .pom^*  . 
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me  ^  fgum  to  Jbidrinfrard  on  dittr  lii§^  faea»' 
<<  Ay!  and  iwhttl^.  gait  dtem,  si#«Bt  tbemf 


•omisdung  ye  ioA^be^ksini  ivlMt^ 

checked  ynnetf^ '  H^ife  B6lki«5qu«Med  l)^«i4o 
ffve  lim  ^fftadm^the^  %Ee9rH)i^  veiBmi'oiNrhat  bad 
eccmfud  duifag  tlt^^eediTenaiiioli  ^vHi^^taek  ^aee 
when  ahe  received  herlnitraetiena.  -  But  e«rlien) 
aoMhcathenAcAr^iMlyfaigy  ^  Wed,  ^weel,  -gmc  away 
hame^iuiid  gie  my^m^fflienta  ti^  l3ie  Imnfd,  and 
sfiy  that  I  a»iigIaifttd^1iearWia8<^weBttiaiBGni- 
ii^,  abd  ^hit'I  aliiffl  hare  the  pleftsuire  of  aeeng 
him  at  Auchinward.  And,  Bell,  as  ye  faaehad 
MwetitotiMe  St  the  business,  ihere'^Hwa  gfttTOnp 
to^  buy  a  ribbon.'* 

^<  Sfa,  na^^^med  BcO,  sUMing  up,  and  radung 
towards  the  door,  '^^diat  woold  be  biUiery,  maJt 
bribery,^  and  she  fled  firom  the  cottage  as  fi»t  as 


er  heels  could  cany  her  about  twenty  paces, 
hen,  her  feminine  inclinations  overcoming  her 
lassical  integrity  and  principles,  she  returned, 
nd,  with  a  gawky  laugh,  held  out  her  hand,  and 
eceived  the  money. 


I ' 
f 


•  '  i 
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CHAPTER  XXiX. 


SECOLL^CTIONS. 


Soon  after  the  retreat  of  Bdl  Lampit,  ihe 
Master  haying  returned,  from  his  yfMt  to  YmM 
coU^  companion,  came  into  the  cottage.  He 
appeared  deeply  dejected,  and  farought  in  Mb 
liand  a  letter  aealed  with  bbKsk,  whidi  helmdon 
the  table  without  speakiBg,  and  siting  down, 
heaved  a  profimnd  sij^. 

Sir  Andrew  was  in  a  brown  stui^  at  the  time, 
reflecting  on  the  o^mmumcatkn  he  liad  teca^Eed 
from  the  Craiglands,  and  did  not  obwrwe  die 
emodon  of  Mr  TannyhiU.  But  his  gcaadmother 
sud,  <^  What's  come  o^er  you  die  ^tey^  mt !  and 
whar  did  ye  get  that  letter  ?^ 

1 
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^he  aftetioBate  DomiBie  fidl^eored  as  be  re« 
lied— ^^  I  iMe  heaid  Uadc  news.  I  cbma  ken 
hen  I  met  iri^sicasoreiitroiQe.  The  letter^s  fer 
ir  Anijttsm^  and  I  doubt,  tbougb  bell  bear  o^ 
reat  Aings  in%  it^U  gie  bbn  but  fitna'*  pka^ 
jre." 

The  Banmet's  attention  was  roiled  bf  tbig,  and 
&  Med  the  letter ;  but  befinehrodiiig  the  seal, 
i  turned  rouBd  to  ^1^  Master/ fmdboiqjuixsdboir 

bq>pened  to  come  iate  bis  bands. 

^  Watty  Etde  bmij^  tt  bimsel,  and  be  has 
»me  a^  the  way  from  London  wi^  Ae  testamenik^ 

deiver  it  u^^^ejur  own  l^md^"^  said  Mr  Tan- 
hiU. 

<<  Teetaaientr  Qoedonr  bearo,  wish  snqHase 
d  a^^taswi^  aMl  a  ekffi  and'  &mM  se^tinient 
«sed  throc^b  his  ^ind,  ^ringleft'Wilfe  the  re^ 
3mlmnee  if  ku^rann  andt^  TknOciA. 
'' Fp^  COiarlie's  dead  r  sttd  the  IM4Niie^ 
aciseM  ^*<»tMine'Sonow. 
Sj^Amibnm  laid  dowii  the  letter  unopened,  and 
rdhmtasOy  fnddtig-iNMic  Jns^el^air,  exclaimed, 
Ddadr 

VOL.  III.  L 


94f  CHAPTE&  XXIX. 

-  ^'  Ay,  he^s  gone,  he  died  an  Ati  vdde  wntc^ 
and  has  body  lies  teried  IB  die  bottom  o^  the  de^ 
sea.  He  was  seised  with  some  severe  ailmeoit— 
the  doctars  mdeied  Imn  to  tty  «  Kihange  of  ^ 
mate,  bsdA  he  was  coming  home ;  but  DeAth.^ 
laid  his  boney  hand  upon  him  forever,  ^aad  wcrald- 
va  slacken  the  grim  giip--nso  bltthe  Charlie  is  no 
more.  The  waem  heart  is.kneaded  into  cold  day> 
and  the  light  qnrit  hus  departed  ob  the  wiiigB  of 
the  moming,  to  that  place  mhsae  thnre  ie-no  sefNh 
ration,  Hor  ither  dividdn  but  the  ^xwiadsricg  of 
light  and  Iove«'^  .r 

.  Martha  dE»enang  the  im^ressiirtl  whifcb-the 
news  had  porodaced  4m  our  hexo>  said,  ^<  I  ^dipm 
wondet,  Andrew,  thatye^re  sorry,  f^  ye  had  laany 
a  happy. day  ln^atetallilhe1^  be&r^.your  jmmg 
hearts  had^nidt  wi'  My  Amg  in  the  W0gid4x>  make 
you  ken.thtt  a*  thing  m't  is  hl^^iid  roii^,  and 
in  to  thde.''.  , 

<'  Yes,"^  observed  the  Mast^,  .taipnj^  ^  the 
retection,  ^^we  .never .  meel^  wi'  fiieos.  ]}k^;^4be 
fUens  o'  4>ur  yoi)tb»  when  we  Jute  loet  them. 
I  can  sympathise  wf  Wbeeliey""  ai^d  the  hind- 


hearted  dclioi)taifi8tac,rfoigeltiog  in  tke  moment 
an  the  evemtB  of  tbeiiiteryal  vhidi  bad  pa9»ed 
siftce  be  had  used  ^  the  ^thety-^^^'  finr,  in  my 
grtoi  imd  gkd  daya,  the^e  waa  a  brisk  wee.4ad- 
did  ^tl  iMed'to  piay  vi^ia  the  somaier  sun- 
shmes;  and  diJSe  4d'  <m  46  viMbar'«  ice.  The  coal 
was  canld  ot  ibef  heinpt^  of  haith  out  faventa,  and 
we  vrete otiiigaliodiA^  time-to» 8eek.aiir4)Tead  in  the 
w^Id.  H^:g^  ini;a  GUasgow  for  hia,  and  was 
prentioed  to  ^  ware^rootti ;;  but  atiU^  about  ance  a 
year  we  met,  and  at  3ka  meering  the  covenant  o' 
our  young  friendfihip  was  renewed  in  our  hearts. 
Belyro)  when^I  had  ta^en  a  tuni  for  divinity,  and 
had  gathered,  wi*  the  help  V  itiea^  twa  three 
pounds  to  tsk  me  to  the  College,  we^  lived  ^e- 
gtther ;  our  meana  wer^  eam\  and  when  tiiey  were 
li&e  to  wear  out  I  was  often  very  sac^  but  his  Sfi^ 
rit  was  made  of  light  and  joy^and  he' so  seasoned 
our  scrimpit  meals  wi**  the  ha{qHness  of  his  nature, 
that  I  still  look  iiack  to  the  penury  dF"  the  winter 
we  passed  thegither,  as  to  Ae  h<dly-bUsh,  'wVits 
bonny  red  berries,  stancBi^  green  and  bi^ht 
amidst  the  snaw.  He  was  a  clever  land  a  throi^^h* 
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gawn  lad,  and  grew  to  be  a  clerk  Wi*  a  great  mer- 
ehaat,  who  sent  him  to  a  fcfrtiga  jUbcc  wi^  a  lidi 
ea^ge-^-m  Ihe  wUlk  lie  was  to  bae  «  profit.     Bei 
wlien  be  got  there,  thiiigB  werena  as  be  had  Ko^ 
ped,  tad  hk  letters  to  me  were  ane  Mter  ano Aer 
more  and  moie  fuA  of  doubts  aiid  fears,"  aiMi  at 
last  the  merchant  got  ane  that  toHL  he  was  WstA 
I  kemia  how  it  was,  ifh'at  at  tJie  tim^  I  c^fasa  es!- 
pefieiice  suc^  a  sorrow  as  I  should  iia^e  felt,  and 
I  was  vexed  when  I  thought  he  was  dead,  and 
that  I  should  have  so  little  natura£ty — strangely, 
at  times,  fancying  s^  if  he  could  come  back  ;  but 
in  time  other  cares  and  concerns  grew  upon  me, 
and  his  image,  like  an  epitaph  thaf  s  overgrown  by 
iMSS,  v^as  in  a  mann»  obliterated  till  niany  years 
after,  when  meeting  by  chance  wi^  a  gentleman 
^Hil;  knew  Imn  in  that  foreign  land,  we  fisSl  iBto 
^ftieourse  about  him,  and  the  stranger  i^old  me 
lliat  he  died  of  a  broken  heart— aU  the  piide  and 
hopes  of  his  young  expectations  bdng  Ibfigbted  by 
the  ill  hidt  of  the  venture.  If  s  no  to  be  udd  what 
I't^en  differed ;  I  pined,  and  was  seliia^,  a^  t 
•eot^bia  eat.  I  dare  say  I  wetdd  c^ooa  hae  pemh- 


ed  viib  Aie  iboiudit  of  die  HiAe  Jamie  Haidvv 
^ying  o^  dnpondenqr,  but  finr  die  frnwifHiniW  «i 
Wattle  Etde,  that's  faroogjtt  Inane  fttta  ladift 
poMT  Chaxlie  Pienton^^s  irill  and  testament^  lea« 
ving  Jim  hU  total  heir. — That  letter's  6ae  him^ 
and  he  bade  me  tell  yon  diat  the  legaej  is  better 
than  twenty  thousand  pounds.'' 

It waaeven  so.  Pitoston^  aooording to  the  ad- 
vice of  his  physicians,  had  been  induced  to  try  the 
benefits  of  a  voyage  fincnn  Boigal  to  the  Cape;  and 
before  embarking,  made  a  will,  l^,  which  hebe? 
queathed  hk  whole  property  to  his  fidend.  At 
the  same  time,  and  in  the  umt  deod^-be  recdm^ 
nmded  to  his  care  a.natural  diild^  whom  he  had) 
named  Rodevick  BandiHn  Piexaton,  adding,  ^^  In 
doing  this,  I  know  that  I  better  serye  my  boy, 
than  by  leaving  him  te^  times  more  than  all  J 
possess." 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  the  feelings^ 
with  which  our  hero  was  afifected ;  but  as  soon  aa 
Mr  Tannyhill  left  him  to  join  his  little  flock  ir 
the  school,  he  immediately  wrote  instrucdons  t9 
Mr  Vdhun  to  prepare  a  trust-deed,  by  which  he 
assigned  the  whole  of  Pierston'^s  property  to  the 


boy,  theoBeJudf  ^tlie4UQMimit^migb&wali^ 
be  paid  when  he  xeaobed  tii^.nge  ^  tw«bty-onc.; 
a  Ibufth  on  his  sltiAi^  that  of  th^ety  ;..aiid  the 
ramaixider  when  he  areached  thiirtj^fiTO-.-*^  Fw," 
said  the  Baronet,  »^the  letjeR  tohia  parti»r^  "  if 
the  chap  takes  after  the  nature  of  the  fieither  of 
him,  hell  need  the  taidle.^ 

In  the  perfiMMiaiiee  of  this  g^seitms.  duty,  he 
enjoyed  some  relief  firmn  the  efifects  of  the  shock 
he  had  suffered ;  and  after  diqmtching  a  boy  with 
the  letter  to  the  post-c^See  in  Kilwinmsf^,  he  stroll- 
ed mto  the^elds  with  mingled  feelii^  of  r^pret 
and  solieiiude  respeodng  the  ^Eect  wUch  the  ti- 
dings of  Piarston's  death  wouid  have  dn  Maiy 
Cunningham.  Nnmbevlesa  otgecta^  as  he  sadnter- 
ed  alo9g,  reminded  bim  of  his  deceased  Mead^ 
and  the  sunny  ho«rs  of  their  diildhood*^  Heed- 
less of  his  course,  and  lost  in  reverie,  he  walked 
as  it  w^re  invduBtarily  towarda  a  turn  of  the  road 
where  a  Ittrge  old  tree  was  growing,  against  whidi, 
so^  entirely  was  his  attention  inwardly  occupied^  he 
suddenly  stumbled ;  and  being  roused  by  the  ae-. 
cident,  he  saw  that  it  was  the  last  o£  diree  elms, 
under  the  sbadpw  of  wMdi  he  had  ofttti  ^phvyed^ 
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lotfa  with  Willie  Cunnfaigfaam  and  Pierston.  He 
looked  at  it  for  a  moment,  and  the  rudi-  of  reool- 
ections  and  of  feelings  which  the  si^  called 
brthy  suffiised  his  heart  and  his  eyes,  at  the  mo- 
ment with  tenderness  and  sorrow. 
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THE  G&IEF  a**  DliStA*!'  ifit A+l6Tfiris.' 


D0Eiv<»  thetiine  Aat  Sir  Ambenr  'was  ^m^ 
road  ftom  Ijondm  i^ith  fab  BoMe  fiiends,  as  tfiey 
traveled  lasurefy,  the  news  ^  Pi^riskm'^  dd^ 
and  tiie  maimer  imrliieh'lm  fortune  was  bequeadi- 
ed,  had  been  conunuidcal^  to-  hia  rdatl<ma  in 
Scotland.  His  mpth^  bdng  dead  se^^erid  years 
iN^ie ;  one  of  Ins  aunta,  Misa  Peggy  Pkrk^ga^  a 
maiden  lady  who  re^ed  in  Ae  S«ockweil  <^  Glas- 
gow, tras  Ms  neaveat  Un,  and  altliough  on  Ae 
naUbmui  side,  she  was,  notwiilistandit^,  fimdy 
persuaded  dwt  if  there  was  »y  ju$t»ee  in  lAw<iiie 
should  have  been  bis  lighted  li«lr.  '  Miss"  Pe^ 
waandtin  very^tt«ntt«fe«Bn8laQees,'aE&d  tw^^ty 
thousand  pmmAi  would  have  bem>ti»  te^^liA^agree- 
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Mt  MOtpimiAan ;  inA4eiy  fiir  duit  nattk  ?«e 
diould  oii£8dv«ft  fa«t«^  no  olg«etiitti»  not  even  in 
die  {M^rment  of  ttM  moet  hftzd  tax  die  legacy 
dtfty^  to  receire  a  bequest  to  only  balf  the 
imaiiBt  at  iHiy  ikae.  Having  been  educated  at 
tkensame  iemkiary  with  the  equally  acqerngflidw 
ed-  Misft  Mi^,  4MiPf  had  fer,  more  tlian  §My 
years  kept  up  an  occasbnal  epneepondenc^.  Dxh 
ring  die. first  fiftem  of  th^  period^  ^mt  Utten 
had  beep  flavoured  wiib  many  pleasing  andfcapa- 

i^o^.'Om4iftar'Madi«9^  upse  iijliiwiltll  <ajr|ffl%ftw»l 

*^^^  ' '^^^■^^^Pf'    ^»aa^    "^^^^pipWt-t  ^^^^^^^    p^Vf  {^^^^^^^^^^ '  f^^ppvXA 

luiifcwirtjK  M  Jthat(.thi^>4t»rx^.i9iQD9i4ing^'.^^ 
liad  baspi  inastiBiaeMiBtabfy  M^fo^JifMsd'^iheir 
diyft  iit  si^^|ile»lijBhae»> .   Mini JK«0gy  PWoei^ 
lud  bem  intlie  frtactiqe  ofc  ^ofifTinfawiiiDy  i^lsMag 
bee  .olA  jBien4^At,tfce  CiTiritfroih»  IM  afteor  Jtfisa 

«|(>iMiiJber  finhwr  i<>!WtiB»>vii>llii<^|<.wiwi)i>litBByia 

J.2 


C50  xBAftJfftL  lixt. 


i  *  1  ..  ^. 


Ited  die  akmad  hit  MM  Ibr  the 
SfQI,  lioif«f«ry  UimWmfimjm  muiibtat  mnoteio 
hfr  wken  tfie  ve^uiMd^dqr  «rtfde  of  dxjew.  fiMi 
Glftsgoip,  cofaupiwfanat  -wbiA  Mmtkggj  w^s  ^ 
irayB  «e6e4uigly  MIgbted  t«  execute ^:  iiad,jm 
ber  ^peiri,  ihe  lied  ^^mttlmmL  eofaiioii  te  IJUeiik 
Mii8  Wasf  fm  lilde  ManveMiire'itfesetttt  fbr 
i^^ency  m  llie  4diipt  leC  poeltoy^  kke  i»f  l^l^ier, 
end  Duriep  dieeee.  -  a 

.  AiAejti]iel«)reei?i4Hdbweeiftiiov.  f9peflddiig> 
Miai  BegB^Ji»a;i  miewiiltfwglJteAer  9tA  .9%f^ 
INKBum,  ttsihkMd  tile  deedtcfiHflfs^ 

terly  oempteiiied  4)f  the  'f  lUi^^  ee  ll»€l|]]«d  il^ 
"^  vHl  Old  tMetiMHit  irliick  Jlw  uHr^M^^iiJtt  c«e*- 
ture  Wyliethelawy^hed  wheedkd  ham  teawb^ 
to  Ae meoilint  ii^isqr  ef.  hie  cmm.UA  endJdxu'' 
No  explenetofy  ^MimeMl^eeedded  to  lIuaeohMs 
vetira,  80  thet  wheif  3ifoe;M]ef.xeed.  the  letter 
to  Mery  end  her  indiet/  erhidL  hmipieetd  SkOfih 

ebout  tl»  tbee  tlilt  oar  heto  Jied' *dfad  into  tibe 

fteUs,  the  l4Bid  eqpmsod  Jdinrif  ee  ^^ 

IdisB  PqSQ^  F&eiB0n%  opijieip  i^  No.HMa^r  wid 

he,  ^^Aet-eeaui  Kiigithe  ceitiiM  ead  dnlniietu 

of  the  Uw,  j|gM|pe  heib  gniity  eldw^^ 

gn  iagw^^^^^  my  notion  that  Miss  Peggy 
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should  try  to  get  it  prnnt  tbilt  hacjiiigbfim  was 
no0compoe*HRid9ofamktthe.^4iB.  Sut;  ^»fie  won- 
dor^  the  Baim>iiet>  a$  wt  mwH  BiokMmo  the  bo*, 

• 

^i  has  gsoaa  ndu  To  get  sillf  J^iag  folk.kv 
the^delmuin  of  a  tevtt  to  lea^e  us  i^^t^ir  i^osr^ 
qae6C»iaaiir«Mjf  wiqr.*o»Mbsftlii;rtuH^      . 

Ae<SiKito(9(toce8  cf  tbci  dm  «|igl^  to  be  inve^iga- 
tecL  ^*Forifitco«Ubeo(^ne9tf^iif  eb^robs^ 
^>'  that  tb^re  was  a  Boccet  pa^.b^t^e^^  Charlie 
Pierston  and  Sir  Andrew^  before  he  wfifitlM)  Indj, 
bT- A^  whitt:  he  covenanted  to  trtahT  hifla  his  h&ir« 
i<rido«idaeiliier  stajBtdf^r  hm  nor  ji^Mici^  fhi^  tho^ 
who  bi4  •  ri{^  to^bif  pccg^cEi^  Cibovtjd  jbf  c^  off 
withottt  a  shflUag^'' -  '  ^,  . 

Mprjr  saael  Bedikf; ;  thesu)^|ACth!i4jtiI^»P!^ber 
ii^O'apiQsive  mood;  ^ugwL  aUb^Vgb  shotreoiained 

• 

la'  the  foom,  she  aat  siknti  whilo  hor  aunt;  and 
the- Land 'duM  lesnedfy  di<fii^ifflo<^  the  casc^  unr 
tfl,  diffiving  upon  somo  legal  pointt  they  came^  as 

^  *  * 

b]^  tlMi  Laixd  tanuyag  the  deaf  «yte  ^iu3^  ^^^ 
waids  Ins  aistei^  a»d'a&otiog  to  fidlasle^. 
In  Ae  meaotinM,  jM  Sv  JViidz^w ^asstandinsr 


wMteilerfrMb  it,  wd  i^  tomigdaftfliy.  iArniimrl 
diein  ihat  il  ite  im^^mimy  ta  gd  to  The  Place; 

imA  wete  M  Ae  deor  bcAie  he  Wi  ilQM  ItfUi 

MiaB  attiy  tad)  «  tte  Myiiilt  4^  ^4iMi€|i^ 
tiDii,  rtstkca  with  M^  t^  #M  fte  lalimit*!  <a 

Ite  iIm^  Tkii^r-iaiid  she  was  si«^ 
MmwlMBtttjbcf^eftriiM^ir^  A»iMMlM»tio 

hdip  fat  tbe  BiMiiet  fatti  tcr  ^^f^tifi^'Writ  M^ 

jUNiiiwjfi  lie  nau  ixniie  iii  xjew  oauuy  laiu  v^oflRii 
he  ai^i^htedy '  aiitfi'  tras  idiMfU*  iMa^  Me^^'PBlMh 

wneu  tney  Bair  TDe  uuxuge  ■RFp,'*iiinr'tHipimHef 

inlcL  veeii  teiilR>xeeu  1^  lKm^*9&ffUfy 
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i  ftftt  te^  lisd  tm^  ^itpiP^Vf  umke  fw^^po^tSk 
Mai^«  liis6  M^r  hill  ^w^'ldt^iik^  fttriv^d' 
the  sMiie  ooMittidimy  boi^iG^  it  a  ^^<6ry 

meiy  he  dioidd  hA«%  I9<^«f^  M<  ^ifflifd'lDa  i«^ 
!  osMttaftmuif  LotA  Sia^fboNRi  AftM^eqtd- 

re*       ■       ' 

Ffae  tmat  isf  thei»^  fifl)00ltiltii  wai»  Mt  diMb^ 
to  ftfetece  a&y  Varf  ittbKore  effect  dll  th«i^ 
intaMnee%  Slid  (MavlierO)  mk  eyiteriitg  the  i^onyfil^ 
(  daunted  by  Ae  iolmuiltrf  of  hk  iWiflk^. 
iry  at  lliis  time  mm  ttlB'adgi|j^iiii(fr  li^  «(di« 
;  lan^  aa  i^  wat  »oe  'pimek^  'i»  -jftfttfed 
t  IttT  ablcMie  ^wm  te  be  «ttiiiww.ini>  t»  the 

effiMii^  of  4i8C6Kic»tiBg  tifUB^Ja)  lNfd04  WiAnv 
leaey  lie  ao<m  ao  fiw  maMrid  ^  llidj^ 
dia  metemtaarto  sajr^^^^l'^be^  y^iir  piy^^ 
9  X4»d»  but  iiiiimdiil  was  aoatmoli  wetiAen 
1^. bears  ef  Afo.Piantdft's  diad^  thst-l.&tfi^ 
y0W  w^wig«9  4^  theaemintsy  not^  tirai#  dF 
gjyaay  t»oitt  itttwagoiaanfr  ft»  g^i^p^  Axs^ 
iid,  hroiight  me  heaft  Aafegie~I^a&«iulMfl  ttf 
JHat^antiim*'^ 

It^s  no  surprising  that  ye  should  be  in  a  con* 
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pftOTttkm;'  replied  Gnigtaiidi,— <*  yabu  ^mM^ 

gaiidto  thebaonUdiaiidktbrliMvwarbocKe^sici 
power  o^ filler  80  I  xmSimtmA  3f!0  iuie  gcKtea-^ 
that  tboi^^btfoss  hA^  d&^AT 

said  Mk9  lifity ;  ^  I  nearer  heaird  the  like  aW 
but  k^8  a  very  exMM^E^&iA*  $t|Hg**^Tegy ;  >  ifcit 

there trasna  &e valteof ai>^fl^^H^^>^^-)E><^te:^' 
rmg  to  Miss  P<gg3^  Pi^d^Oi  lik^4i«iiUgr.--*->Na^iat 
die  tt^a'a  m  oen^t^t^  £>t^  «lie 
Iml  blobd  is  thi^JHsr^haid^ov^ilir. 

«^  I  HBx^my  itmj  poor  fikmd  had  tkovgfat  avy 
ef  his  tda^oitfr«tdod  ii^  a  trndi^n  to  re^piircttk 
b^terin^  of  a  pcttlloa  in  his  gathec^  ke  wovid 
hae  iiMde  i^ovitii^  U>  that  eflbct^'' ti^ea^^^ 
dtetr,  smpiis^  tiittt  they  ^ouU  be  wiremiyi  so 
fully  acqui&ited  wMi  so.  much  of  ih*  iNuincH.  .  > 

"^  Wla  ^ouUba  be  tl^holta^  o?4i  atune^m  sis 
a  fi)rto»er  ei;eliuned  Ae  Laiid.--^^^  But,  dstei^ 
I  widi^^yQ  "mof^  ui^pah^.  what  i^  baoatmcfijtkii 
dl^dlhig  bodie,  R^rinft;  Wa  ay ahi»a<Ae  fipccBMsl 
---itfxd  fiiee  if  M«ry'«Yei^jr;- 

Tbe  Baronet,  who  bad  felt  hiDnaeKcooobadd^ 


t0' 
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toftt'tothe  htst  ^lodigiuitkm,  bo^bj  tlie  matter 
id  the-  manner  af'iMi  ^cart  eonvieroati^n)  iinder- 
ent^a  tiraMkiott4o  a  happier  sti^ie^  of  feeling,  on 
earing  that  Maiy  -wm  esEpefiMjto  ucsfmpmy  her 
^her  and  aunt ;  and  when  she.  soon  after  a]^ar^ 
1  vith  all  herchatHM  set  o^  to  the  best  advan- 
\gt^  the  whole. of  bis  doiibts  and  aaxietieff  with 
dspeet  to  the  state  of  h^  afiections  were  dissol^ 
ed;  insomttdi,  tiJMUt  when  Robin  wid^  the  carriage 
t  last  came  to  tl»  dooj)  he  could  not  refrain  from 
K{nrMguig*hiaxepet  ihal.  he  was  deprived  of  the 
leasure  of  her  company  ^tn  l4Qrd  Sandyfprd^ 

The  Laird)  'aasbted  by  him  and  on^;  of  the 
ilad's  aervaMtfi^  \  was.  ruised  into  ihp.  carriage^ 
rhfle  Bctt  Xiampit  axid  the  oth^.  mioda  were  seen 
eepmg  ibom  dut  tile  dmrs  of  the  rooms  that 
peaed  mto  ^  hall  Qaft  Jamie,  who  had  be^ 
U  Aa  ttonu^  feitesru^  «b0u|  The  Fliuse,  stood 
leof  whib  tlie  «»fairiJ4ti(m  wiu ..going  on;  but 
rliea  hft  miF  Iiovd  San^&rd'iB.fipruce  footman 
ta^np  hcbind  th*  coach  aftes  cUxmig  the  doo^ 
n  Sir  Andrew,  he  stepi  towaid^  wd  as  Bobin 
>egan  tO'ladb  hia  hoi^es^  eryiog  ^^  Jee*  brutes,^  he 
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Lord  SAsptFrnm  ha;ppe(o»i  io  be  iraUdng  on 
be  lawn  in  frotit  of  the  house,  with  Sir  Archibidd, 
'hen  the  coadi  amved ;  and,  9i]rpri9ed.t9  &id  it 
ad  brought  only  our  hero,  felt  somellnng  Ifte  ih« 
ms^  6f  a  rebiibe  whi^n  he  saw  him  alight  with  a 
isiUe  expremioa  of  thonghtfidnese  in  his  eounle^ 
atieei  the  eSke^  c£  his  reflectjj(>n8  on  the  occur- 
ences of  the  morning.  For  ^ihoi^h  Sk  Andxtw 
as  eonvinced  hf  die  nj^ieiradce  of  Mary  Cun* 
in^^htoi  ihat  he  had  aofthing  Io  dp^reh^od  {torn 
ay  litMchitl^Qt  to  Pierston,  there  was  something 
I  thebebaTioiv  bdlh  of  the  Lmtdand  MissMiq^, 
lat'lrevdlted  U^  feelii^)  'eveb  while  it  waa  ludi- 
ronSi 
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anii»witlmilii0tKbigwlioitirM4  «idby  diekdp 
of  it,  and  of  one  of  Sbr  ArcbibfUd's  footmen,  lit 
attghled.  The  BtEOBiet,  not  awtee  iliM  he  hd 
been  only  acddentslly  unnoticed  :£elt  ooscjder^ 
aUy  disturibed,  when  the  Laird,  witfi  t|ie  hdten- 
tion  of  being  gidlant^  turned  his  bock  on  him^  ibid 
|Midiinghis'eztended  ann  aside,  thitiking  it  irm  i 
servant's,  handed  the  la^es  out  himaelfl 

"  Thiais  a  little  too  much,''  said  he  to  Himself; 
and  he  walked  away,  half  resdyed  at  die  moment 
to  give  up  every  thought*  of  a  comtexioa  by  whid 
his  enchrance  was  likely  to  be  so  severely  tiiei 
But  his  anger  was  never  at  any  time  of  long  da^ 
nition,  and  Wore  he  had  walked  twenty  paces, 
the  ftune  of  the  moment  had  evaporated^  and, 
with  amalicioUs  playAiIness,  he  tesidved,  since  the 
Laird  was  deteraiined  to  treat  him  with  bo  Sttk 
oeremcmy,  that  he  wotdd  retaliate.  Accc»diii^y, 
on  going  into  the  drawing-room  where  the  whde 
party  was  assembled,  aft^  payii^  his  respects 
to  Lady  Margaret,  he  addressed  himsdlf  to  the 
Countess  for  a  moment,  who  was  sitting  on  4  soft 
with  Miary  Cimiiin^am,  and  immediatdy  extend 
]nto/dNiTes»tit)n  with  Lord  Siindyfor49  without 
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ther  at  that  time  notidi^  cither  Crai^iands  or 
se  Mi^. 

[n  taking  places  at  the  diimor-Uble,  he  besi- 
ed  foi  a  moment  whether  to  concede  the  left 
id  of  Lady  Margaret  to  the  Lsird ;  bntbefoie 

had  decided,  her.  Udyihip  with  a  significant 
k  said,  *'  Sir  Andrew,  it  is  your  {4ace,"—- and 

stepped  forward  as  if  to  take  it,  but  tunung 
tnd  to  the  old  gmtleman  who  was  cuifounded 
finding  himself  of  a  lower  note  than  Martha 
■ckens'  oye,  he  said,  "  Age  snd  antupiity,  Lurd, 
ken,  are  htmoun  titat  time  can  alone  bestow, 
le  King  may  make  a  belted  knigfat,  but  he  canna 
SQoent  &mily — so  out  of  my  respect  for  yours, 

gie  op  my  place.^ 
The  Laird  thus  u: 
a  B^rte  of  proffflu 
w  placed  himself 
iry. — But  nothing 
much  aa  the,  ease 

Baronet .  comhid 

djffidteee.of  hiabehaTiiniz  rai  the  praggadtog 
-  at  tibe  CfaiglandL 
Miss  Mizy  bad  t^  this  time  in  a  great  measure 
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recovered  from  }ikt  impression  of  Miss  Peggf 
Picken'*s  letter,  and  our  hero  soon  ingratiitedUfr 
self^ain  into  her  good  graces  by  some  of  those 
little  table  civilities,  which'  with  ladies  of  a  ceitiii 
age,  indeed  of  all  ages-*-have  the  most  agreed* 
inAvience;  so  that  when  she  retiired  tHier  diimer  t» 
the  drawing-room,  she  was  again  the  euk^  ^ 
his  wisdom'  and  sii^ular  great  good  foftime. 
«*  He's  rcaHy  a  funny  body  that  Sir  Andrew; 

said  Miss  IMizy.'— *^  I  couUna  hae  dioQgbti< 
possible  that'  he  would  ever  have  been  aUe  to  l)^ 
have  himsel  so  tike  a  gentleman  as  he  does.^ 

^*  Indeed r  repHed Lady  Sandyford;  ''1 9m 
you  he  is  considered  not  more  a  mto  o{w^ 
than  of  delicacy.  His  peculiartties  serve  to  ff^ 
a  zest  to  his  humour.** 

'^  I  am  siirprifiied,^  added  Lady  Maigare^ '^  ^ 
he  should  have  iretained  his  ScotiiA  accent  so 
perfectly.'* 

^*  It  ie«m«  to  me,^rejoined  the  Countess,  "mn* 
stronger  to^y  than  usual;  but,  indeed,  he  xff^ 
to  have  always  dierished  his  national  affectto 
upon  principle.  I  should  not  be  sinprised  vrm^ 
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)  dbcovier  tbat  some  made  beauty  had  early  in* 
crested  him — Fray^  Miss  Cuxmuighain,  did  you 
ver  hear  any  thing  of  the  kind  suggested  P"^ 
Vithout,  however,  waitii^  for  a  rq[>ly,  thetJoimt- 
ss  added,  ^^  We  have  ofteii  iir<mdered  that  be 
ever  seemed  diqpoaed  to  form  any  matrimomal 
oimesdon  in  Loi^don,  and  could  not  account  for 
:,  but  by  supposii^  that  his  youthftd  affections 
lad  been  engaged  before  he  left  Scotland.'" 

^^  I  shoidd  think,  if  that  had  been  the  case,^ 
aid  Lady  Maxgaret,  ^^  he  would  long  since  have 
etumed  and  married^  for  he  is  too  sensible  a  num 
lot  to  be  awarC)  that  to  tidce  a  young  woman  of 
lis  own  original  condition  out  of  her  sphere,  and 
9  place  her  iQ  thal.towhidii  he  has  himself  risen, 
s  not  likely  to  promote  their  mutual  hapf^ess*^ 

"  Tiue,^  ifdd  the  Countess ;  *'  but  from  what 

have  observed,  I  should  suspect  that  his  attach- 
(lent  must  have  been  towards  some  very  different 
tyect. — ^Fray,  Miss  Ciummf^am,  what  families 
f  rank  are  m  this  B^hbourhood  ?"'  . 

Mary,  who  was  durSlmg  with  she  knew  not 
rhat  during  this  conycisation^  replied  in  a  mm- 


iBgtjF,  OB  •bsenring.tiie^xiiifusioa  of.licr  bme^ 
I  wouUbui-be  smftiald'tp  iMOE^it^^MBBs  m'  ob 

^iHw^mi  W|r9eiMm  Snriii^;iu>taoii^  Mis 
Jdai]f^ ?^  8«id  Lac^  Macgaret  aenoua]^  ;,  ^md  i» 
fexe-  die  annt  ]|id  tine  to^xcfdf,  die  CUmiMB 

^  If  tlie4ittaaliiiaitrii«fr»«toal,  I  dbooUJbn 

.Nay,iiiy  deoc  Mifs  CvoniiiglMmy^  aaid  her  JLac^ 
•giap^  adiMBaBtg  iMiwy,  jrhaiiag  fittkiB^faeside^, 
rwhakalioatdii^waw  !!■<  taoklierty  the  ]mm4 

posing  for  a  moMttt^hat  ^iiire  «e>a  ann 
Jtion  £»-¥ijiai:  «DB  li^iKeinefi  msfing^  iiom 
ywi  like  to  be  {»lled  laAf  -Wylieif'^ 

s 
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^'  O,  sbe'tt  ne'er  be  Afct  wT  Sr  Aadrcw,''  cried 
iss  Mizy  trmmplmiidy ;  <^  for  lAe  ne^er  could 
lure  to  hear  a  good  irord  uid  6"  him.^ 
'^  I  should  think,^  replied  Mary,  idth  some 
;iee  of  firmness,  ^^  Aat  I  did  him  injmtice,  if 
lad  not  fiiUy  admowledged  his  merits,  though 
lid  not  acquiesce  in  all  tibat  my  aunt  chose  to 
\  But  it  could  never  enter  my  head  to  ima- 
le  tifaat  he  would  address  me  as  a  lover."*^  ' 
"  How  could  you  ?  he  has  been  so  long  absent, 
1  can  have  seen  but  little  of  each  other,^  said 
}  Countess.  .  ^ 

'^  True ;  and  perhaps  from  that  cause  I  am 
5  sensible  of  his  merits  than  those  wha  have 
n  m<»e  of  him,''  replied  Mary. 

*  It's  our  Mary's  fortime  to  reftxse  good  offers," 
&rposed  Miss  Mizy. 

*Good  offers !"  said  Mary,  incBgnantly— •**  yes, 
oflbrs  that  you  and  my  father  call  good,  but 
ich  BO  woman  of  any  ddicacy  would  have  lis* 
ed  to  f(Hr  a  mom^tt" 

*  I  perceive  that  we  are  canying  lliis  subject 

far,"  said  the  Countess. 

'  Not  at  all,"  replied  Mary,  with  dignity ; 
'OL.  m.     '  M 


906  CHAPTKft  XXXI. 

^  vhy  sihould  I  htmtaktei  to  say  to  your  LadydBp, 
that  X  tmvesecai  few  men  of  whom  I  know  solk- 
tle,  that  1  respect  more  than  the  little  Baranetr 
and  she  a^ed,  laughingly^  ^^  I  nerrer  could  diisk 
of  hix)(i  but  as  tl^  droH  creature  Wliedde.'" 

^^  Whom  you  assifsted  to  learn  fifty  Psabns  b^ 
hind  a  tombstone,*^  relied  the  Countess,  arch^- 

Mary  was  startled  at  the  ohserratioii^  and  tk 
look  with  which  it  was  accompaniecL 

'^  I  fear,^  said  Lady  Margaret,  jocularly,  ^^  tbtt 
this  is  idle  talk ;  for,  &om  Craiglands^  known  od 
obvious  prejudices,  any  offer  from  Sir  Andrew 
would  not  be  very  accqptable;^ 

"  Acceptable  here  or  acceptable  l^ere,  ye  ken, 
Leddy  Margaret^'"  was  Miss  Mis^'^s  reply,  *^  that 
theLwrd  is  a  man  that  can  abideno  sort  of  trouble; 
and  though  it  was  the  King  himsel  that  ofibred,  be 
wouldim  tak  the  pains  to  inqpure^aboui  the  fitoan 
o'  t)ie  saatch,  but  ju^  be  as  dure  aa  a  4oor  na^) 
whichever  way  the  ^ling  g^  with  bi^  luqaoiF 
at  the  tune.*^ 

^^  But  your  inAuence  in  a^y  caeie,^  r^wed  die 
Countess,  **  might  have  the  moal  beneficial  e£- 
fipots.'' 
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*'  If  any  proper  man  were  to  m^e  an  offer,  and 
ary  willing,  the  wedding  would  just  hae  to  go 
without  consent,  for  the  Laird  would  come  in 
t  or  a'  was  done,^  said  Miss  Mizy. 
"  Then  there  would  be  no  objection  on  your 
rt,  even  to  Sir  Andrew  P*^  said  Lady  Sandyford. 
"  As  for  me,'*'  replied  Miss  Mizy,  **  Sir  Andrew 
8  so  lathed  into  the  great  man  I  always  thought 
would  be,  that  I  fredy  own  the  offer,  an  it  were 
ule,  would  to  me  be  a  great  satisfaction.^ 
'^  Well,  I  imi9t  say,^  exd^nned  Mary,  laugh- 
r,  ^^  this  is  one  way  of  making  a  maloh.^ 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

THE  COMPACT. 

While  the  ladies^  free  from  th^  restraint  whid 
the  presence  of  the  other  sex  ever  imposes  on  tht 
conversation  of  all  womankmd,  were  furthering  tbe 
decrees  of  &te  m  the  drawing-room,  the  gentk- 
m^i  at  their  wme  were  no  less  ingeniously  woii:- 
ing  oat  the  same  desired  effects.  Sir  Archibald 
was  a  hospitable  landlord,  according  to  the  Scot- 
tish acceptation  of  the  term ;  and  as  the  Laiid 
had  a  hereditary  respect  for  what  he  called  the 
jBociaUe  bottle,  his  spirits  began  to  mount,  and 
he  joked  with  our  hero  on  his  great  good  lucl, 
inquiring  what  for  he  hadna  biotight  an  £nglidi 
4ady  with  him. 
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*^  They  say,  Sir  Andrew,  ye  hae  gotten  a  gudc 
irgain  o^  the  Wylie  estate,  and  ye  should  mak 
►me  bonny  lassie  the  better  o't.*" 

**  I  think  so  too,*"  observed  Sir  Archibald, 
and  I^m  sure  he  could  not  do  better  than  make 
p  to  your  daughter,  Cndglands  ;^.  and  before  the 
.aird  had  time  to  reply,  he  added^  addressing 
imself  to  the  Earl,  '^  I  wish,  my  Lord,  we  could 
ersuade  our  fiiend  to  look  that  way.  It  is  true$ 
is  Timk  is  equal  to  my  own,  and  that  Lady  Mar- 
sret  is  the  sister  of  a  duke ;  but  the  Craiglands 
unily  is  highly  respectable.—-!  beg  your  pardon, 
ir  Andrew,  I  have  perhiqps  taken  too  great  a  li- 
erty  in  this  jocular  proposal.^ 

"  Oh  r  swd  Lord  Sandyford,  "  if  you  knew 
ir  Andrew  as  well  as  I  do,  you  would  not  lay 
)  much  stress  on  the  disparity  of  rank ;  no  man 
an  set  less,  nor  at  the  same  time  a  more  just  va- 
le  upon  it — Pray,  Mr  Cunningham,  was  your 
ither  in  Parliament  ?^ 

Craiglands^  spirits^  which  had  previously  been 
ising,  had  undergone  a  strange  depression  by 
hese  observations,  and  the  accent  and  look  with 


270  CHATTER  XXXH. 

irlnch  he  UMwared  ^  N^"*  to"  thi^  Earl's  quosdon, 
aimoEi  uptiet  tlie  gravity  of  the  viiok  ednflfi* 
rators.  " 

^  P^lips^  howereTf^  resumed  Ihe  Bttil/^  your 
grand&therivttsf^  ' 

The  Laird  t^as  still  mot^  Bioil^ieA  when  obli- 
ged to  repeat  the  negative. 

^^  Tfast^i  Yery  extraor£n«ry,'^sifidliis  LmdaliriH 
«s  if  drawing  faimtelf  \3p  into  his  iftbbiliejr*. 

The  Laird  found  himself  smkifigv  9$  k  woe^ 
into  the  swinish  muItitude^HMpedally  irh^n  Sir 
ATcfaibald  added;  ^*  I  donet  jreccdleei,  Cra|^bttid8» 
ait  this  moment,  if  any  of  your  ancestors  vere 
baronets.^' 

^  Never  mindp  Ltfiid^  whefher  they  tr^e  or  t»h 
cried  Sir  Andrew,  who  p^eeivedlhat  tiie  joke  bad 
been  carried  quite  ftr  enoUgh^-><  111  no  at|ecto 
Misft  Mary  on  that  iwconnt  But  I  doub^  were 
you  ^nd  me  ''gteet  about  the  job>  Miss  Misy  wouU- 
na  be  willing  to  grant  her  tona&it.'^ 

^^  And  wha  the  deetil  gied  hxft  ony  ocmsentui 
the  matter !""  exdaim^  the  old  geiitleniaii,  glad  to 
(itrd  hfansebPnot  utterly  innj^idc8Bt« 
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Lefd  Si^yfdtd  hf  tUt^  Iktle  sally  diseovoed 

1^  L^dtd's  jealoHK^t^  bis  drti^>  autbarity,  and 
dd,  ^'  tt  is  ^^^ttiiiiiiy  Aalulral  enough  that  an  did 
tmim  stmt  AoM  be  inwse  to  tee  her  meoe 
r6mot^  to  a  higfa^f  rank  iImui  h^  ovn;  but 
dvely  ^  BiUroHet  k  not  in  earnest  when  he  «up- 
OSes  that  Mt  Chi^iinghatt  is  8ul:ject  to  any  con- 
rol  firom  fais  sister  %idi>  respect  to  die  disposal 
f  his  dsdghler-^The  d^g  is  not  for  a  moment 
0  be  imi^ned*^ 

''  No>  t^  be  daimi'd  tf  it  is;"  cried  the  Laird, 
orat^  stiildng  the  table  t(^  iugment  the  em* 
ib/n^  i3i  his  ass^i^iilio)!'^^^  Mary  Cunningham 
h  my  dochter,  imd  the  Crai^nds  my  estate.^ 

^  I  thought^''  inD^i^ihipted  Snr  Aschibald,  <<  that 
he  Gniglandi  was  entaUedf 

^^  And  so  it  is,*"  replied  the  Laird,  ^^  but  its  on 
eirs  genehd^  mA  in  die  iKoursis  of  hatuie  H  y^ 
e  M ary^s*'' 

''  Oh  !^  etdaiMed  the  Bad^ ''  in  thai  am  your 
ister  hersrif  might  sttOCeedF 

«'  What  o'  that  r^  cried  tfee  Lidrd  quiddy. 

«'  Nothing-^  nothkig^^  replied  his.Loid^ 
irelessly ;  <^  but  die  ehahce  ^tueoevding)  though 
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remote,  may  indooe  the  dd  ILmiy  to 
8t«cles  in  die  way  of  Miss  Crninmgham 
maarried  at  all  T  nd  his  Lmcdship 


very  senlxmeiital  accent—^  Htunan  Hfe  is  taR  d 
imcertainty,  and  the  young  as  well  as  the  old  are 
the  daily  yictims  of  deilth.    Though  the  thoo^ 
is  pamfid,  yet  moie extraorfinary  events  hBveoc- 
curred  than  that  of  MissCunnin^^uuii  dying  eren 
before  her  ftther.    Wett  her  mint  to  succeed  Id 
the  fiunily  estate,  the  old  Lady  might  be  induced, 
by  some  needy  young  fdlow,  to  overlook  her  own 
advanced  age.     I  would  not  affirm  that  she  con- 
templates any  sudi  contingency,  bat  in  the  ca- 
sualties andfolfies  of  the  wodd,  there  is  a  reason- 
able ground  for  suppoidng,  not  to  say  suspecting, 
that  she  may  be  actuated  by  considerations  of  that 
kmd.'" 

The  Laird  looked  alternatdy  at  each  of  the 
gentlemen  present,  whUe  Sir  Archibald,  widi  a 
countenance  expressive  of  the  most  alimning  sa- 
gacity, said,  ^^  That  accounts  fbr  it — that  ac- 
counts for  it !  No  one  ever  before  could  give  a 
satisfiictory  teteon  why  a  gentleman,  iike  my 
friend  Craiglands  here,  should  have  kq>t  his  on- 
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y  daughter  and  heiress  jsa  Img  in  such  a  state  of 
ieclusion ;  but  xione:of  >is  were  a^^re  diat'Miss 
Mizy  might  have  interested  motives  finr  prevent^ 
ng  the  young  kdy  from  fornung  a  suitable  ma* 
rimonial  connexion.^ 

"  De'il  tak  me,'!  exchrimedtbe  Lwrd, "  but  Fm 
.hinking  ye  hae  made  a  true  guess>  for:  I  ne'er 
x)uld  get  to  the  bottom. o'tiny  sistear'^  objeetions 
:o  this  young  man  and  to  thitt.  Whem  vifds  there 
I  mpre  proper  match  thim  Tain  Dek^  o'  Soulh- 
^nan,'  tliat's  heiir  to  the^  irh^le  tot  o'  bis.  uncle's 
and  and  gatherings  ?  and  she  gart  the  poor,  simple 
assie  true  he  was  Utde  better  than  silly .«^Lord- 
lake,  Sir  Andrew,  I  wish  ye  would  but  speer 
Mary's  price  ?'* 
"  With  aU  my  heart,"  cmi  our  h^o* 
^^  Then  gie's  your  hand,  and  a  bargain  be't,  gin 
re  find  her  willing,'^  oried  Ae  Laird ;  and  widi 
hat  stretchii^  out  his  hand»  he  shook  oux  hero's 
leartily.  Upon, which  Sir  Archibald  insisted  that 
i  firesh  bottle  should  be  opened,  to  drink  sujDcess 
o  a  courtship  so  sanctioned;  but  as  it. was  not 
he  policy  of  d^e  allied  pow^s  to  allow  the  Lair4 
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time  to  retoke  bis  fieclg«»  the  £ttl 
poeed  that  tliey  slHifaid  jin&  tke  hidiet. 

like  Laird,  elsvited  by  tlie  wum,  s&d  die  vsk 
loMitt  MiM  if  die  independence  be  hmd  diewn, 
entered  ^e  drawing-room  with  « triianphiyit  «oiai* 
tenance,  bat  soitiewhiit  unijteady  in  las  steps,  and 
with  his  hand*  atretditd  ont  at  if  h^  was.  g»>}wyg 
his  Way:  Miss  Cnnnmgfaam,  on  obterring  his  co»> 
dition)  immediately  rose  and  led  h|m  to  a  diair. 

''  That's  a  dawty  T  was  the  delighted  old  gen^ 
tleiaan's  ^damation.-^^^  It's  a'  settled,^*-4t'8  a* 
settled.'' 

<«  What's  settled  ?"  cried  Miss  Mi^. 

^  Setde  thysel,  Misy>  and  dinnA  scald  thy 
lips  in  oth^  folks'  kail,"  retorted  ihe  Lf  aird  ;  attd 
he  added  exultingly,— *'  Ledges,  do  y^  ken  diat 
me  and  Sit  Axidttw  hae  made  a  ]^actic»i  in  pre- 
senee  of  my  Lord  and  Sir  Archibald,  whereby  it 
is  cotaumtad  between  us,  that  he's  to  mak  my 
d0Ghter,Mary  Cunningham,  Leddy  Wylie.-^^Gang 
tip  i6  h«,  to  Andiew— gang  up,  ye  Uate  wee 
de6vil)  ^  gio^h^r  a  miack  on  the  tae  cheek,  aad 
syne  on  the  tothe^— that's  the  way  to  wocf.*^ 
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The  lacUes  exchanged  looks  with  one  finotber ; 
and  Miss  Cunnuigham>  foreseeing  some  impending 
embarrassment,  rose  and  proposed  to  her  aunt,  as 
the  evening  was  fiir  spent,  that  they  should  return 
hmne.  The  carriages  were  aooordinj^y  ordered, 
and,  in  the  towtie  of  a  few  huAuled,  it  was  an- 
nounced that  they  were  at  the  door. 
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AK  accident- 


While  the  Labd  in  the  dining-rooin  was  be- 
coming  gemrous' witk  Audmiwanrs  claret,  Bofam 
Taigle,  in  die  senranUVhall,  grew  so  meilow  viA 
the  ale,  tbit  what  the  oaniage  wm  called,  every 
olgect  danced  befonre  his  bewild^edsi^xt,  and  the 
sure  and  stead&st  eaaAMt  to  him  ss  if  it  were 
leeliiig  beneath  his  atepa;  inBMimdi,  tifaat  even  daft 
Jamie  said  to  him,  *^  B4)})in,  ire  hae  a  lai^  mad 
before  us ;  but  Fm  &art  ye'U  ht  mmt  fiished  wT 
the  breadth  thm  the  lei^h  oV^ 

However,  by  the  he^  of  Sir  Arcfaibald'^is  aer- 
vants,  Bolnn  was  placed  in  his  saddle.  Never* 
tbdess,  when  lite  £unHy -ayne  to  embark,  fahr  4^<Ai. 
dttbn  was  so  apparent^  t^t  Sir  Andrew,  for  when 
Lord  Sandyfind's  eaniage  waa  again  in  attend. 
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ance,  insisled  that  they  should  accept  of  it.  The 
ladiea  would  gladly  har^  availed  tikemsdves  of  the 
dfter — MisB  Mizy  declaring,  that  '^  it  was  a  Mack* 
burning  shame  to  be  seen  driven  by  sic  a  drunken 
betherel  ;^  but  the  Laird  was  inexorable. 

^^We  hae  ouf*  own  cariTiage,^  said  he ;  ^^  and 
whAt  for  shoUldna  we  tak  the  use  o^t  ?  As  for  that 
ic^na-gude,  Robiiiy  111  lei  you  see  what  IH  do 
wi^  him  when  I  get  him  hame.  There  shall  be  a 
revdiitionih  thehouse  erdlasg^  takmy  wcnrdfor'^t; 
30,  sister^  kipple  jup  j^iff 'ooats  aad^stcp  in ;  and, 
Mary,  gie  me  a  gdp  o^  yoixr  sheutber.'^ 

jQur  Jieio,  bewerer,  and  ^t  8ca*V8nts,'8aved  her 
ftcm  thQ'pvcfessurfe  of  his<  wei^^ ;  and  after  some 
eSdtt  with  their  mo9r&y%cikras  dioves  and  pushes, 
tie  was  nosed  into  his  £«at«  lA&Jiiaftieulate  growl, 
intended  &r  <  the.  customary  ^^  jee,  brutes,"''  firom 
Robod,  thtBiaAsKmished'tlie  horses  tiiat  they 
«^e  free  to  proceed. 

Sir  Andrew;  apprebengivB,  frcmi  the  estate  of  the 
^laoFioteer,  tba^some  accidei^  m^^  ensue,  direct- 
ad  Ixad.SaBdyfi)ird''s  scsvants Jjd  keep  dose  behind 
nth  him,  hi  Mder.;to.  be  in  len^iness  Ux  assist 
!tor.was.dus  precaimon,unKece8$aiy ;  for,  as  daft 

13 
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J&mie  ^r&dkt^^  thfe  teMA  of  tlieimd  i6  tm- 

iil^  frofti  %id^  t»  61^  ]il»  A  >«is)^l  Ibeating  ftgainit 
fte  ^d-"-^  eve^y  diitflg^  of  tlife  ng»%  ^^ 
to  the  Y^  t»dg«  cf  jeopaMy^  More  than  once,  to 
ti6^  i&o'th#r  tiftiatldd  ph»te09  it  mtssed  stays;  iind 
biit  fi>^  tlie  ^aig^Aff  ^  <^  th^  bmt^''  in  hacUiig, 
te  i^iW'bf^  1161^^6  WU^  th^  whole  ccmceni  wodl 
iUstii^dljr  hare  been  t^i  imsiy  ki  the  diteh.  How- 
ever^  UMer  that  s^edal  ^rovidenoe  Which  the^ 
^&th  kiys  guaitUi  SU  pf^mm  iA  the  gitunticm  ^ 
this  worthy  coachniluri,  the  family  w^^  enabled  t< 
pa^s  the  Girdle  in  safety  |  biit  opposite  the  soutl 
gate  c^  l^l^nton,  ftobiii  seemed  to  hesitate,  as  i 
dt  a  loss  whether  to  take  the  Stahe-eafetle  ^^ad,  ^ 
to  prddeed  straight  forwatd-^a  circmnstatLde  whic 
lititprised  his  master,  Wh6  said  jilstly,  that  had  I 
been  in  his  sober  senses,  he  ought  td  hkVe  kno^ 
the  road  better,  and  ordered  him  td  ^  on  to  I 
-vine.  But  against  thiis,  tllis'B  Mizy  jtictidous 
protested-^af&nning,  it  the  most  reasonable  ma 
ner,  that  it  ^ould  be  ft  fisgrace  to  them^revet 
pass  thtough  the  town  with  such  III  j^let  oi 
driver.    Accordingly,  at  lier  sc^estion,  Rol 
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wasGommluidsd  by  tjbe  I^audj  with  m«iy  vitupe^ 
radve  epithets,  such  ^t,  ^^  111  leuxtk  you  to  fiU 
yours«l  Ai**)^  i^d  so  forth^  to  take  the  vynd  which 
lea^  Srbtxi  th6  Bulkt-road  to  the  Dinton-knowe ; 
by  which  th4  fealily  wl^re  8|)Ared  firom  the  jibes 
and  j^^ft  of  th6  observavl  inhabitants  dT  the  an* 
ci^t  j^oyal  boirtn^. 

Still  til  went  ^eU,  and  the  eveaii^g  was  beauti- 
&1.  'As  tfal^y  dxbVe  down  the  i^ilwinning  road,  the 
gentto  featm!^s  al  the  sealery  on  the  right  were 
kr^adofed  still  pnone  pleasing  by  the  softening  me^ 
dimn  of  a  slight  s^al  base ;  and  the  swelling  hills 
in  £ront|  beyo^  the  woodp  of  Eglinton,  as  Aey 
ros0  in  thl^  sober  livery  of  the  twilight,  ^eemed  to 
assume  ad  abruj^t  and  mcmntainous  character; 
while  dsirk  mlisses  of  cloud,  intermingled  with 
hoary  mists^  Bite  the  6t64mi|ig  vapours  of  a  voU 
eano,^  covdred  the  summits  of  Goatfield,  and  gave 
it  fh^  appearand  of  Mount  Etna,  which  it  so 
mndi  ffesemUes  in  fonn  and  outline*  But  our  tra- 
veBers  were  not  long  permitted  to  Contemplate  die 
ealin  stfll  beauties  o£  die  summer  evems^.  Juist 
96  Bobin  erossed  the  Bed-bum  bridge,  by  some 
mdnd^  and  .m^arded  puJl  of  the  reiniSi  one  of 
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the  horses  gave  a  sudden  plunge,  and  thexarriage 
was  overturned  in  the  hedge. 

The  ladies  were  speedily  extricated,  but  die 
poor  Laird  was  lifted  out  insensible.  He,  how- 
ever,  soon  recovered ;  and,  at  first,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear he  had  received  any  mataial  injury  ;  but  ob 
being  conveyed  home  with  the  ladies  and  the  Ba- 
ronet in  Lord  Sand^rd^s  coach,  on  alightixig  he 
complained  of  Something  no  i^fat  widi  his  in- 
ward parts ;  adding,  however,  that  it  was  a  noerci- 
ftd  thing  his  head>^as  so  strong  as  to  withstand 
the  dunt  that  stunned  him  in  th^  couping. 

Sir  Andrew  advised  the  ladies  to  send  for  a  doe- 
tor,  but  this  the  old  gentleman  would  not  per- 
mit ;  for,  mnong  his  oth^  pr6judi6es  and  af^ctions, 
he  tiouriahed  a  dislilte  icy  the  faculty— ^declaring, 
that  ^^  since  doctors  had  learnt  to  keep  coimts  Take 
shoi^keepers,  when  they  get  a  man  ill,  they  hae  as 
nattbral  an  int^riest  t6  keep  1^  ill,  as  the  wabsters 
and  souters  m  the  h^th  and  well-doing  o*  their 
customers.^  The  better  to  colour  his  repugnance 
to^dibr  Doctor  Atomy^  the  medical  friend  aff 
the  fkmily,  he  aSteted  to  make  light  of  Ms  hurt, 
by  exerting  a  degree  of  enei^  and  activity  pre- 
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tematural  to  his  character.  In  the  course  of  the 
aight,  however,  he  felt  himself  so  seriously  pidn* 
ed  that  he  was  obliged  to  raise  the  house. 

In  the  meantime  our  hero,  who  had  retired  to 
his  grandmother^s,  reflected  with  some  degree  of 
anxiety  on  the  events  of  the  day.  He  saw,  in  the 
caprice  and  prejudices  of  the  Laird,  many  ingredi* 
ents  calculated  to  embitter  a  connexion  with  his 
Family— nor  was  he  altc^gether  satisfied  with  the 
cold  and  studied  reserve  with  which  Mary  had 
treated  him  after  dinner  in  the  drawing-room. 
His  experience  of  the  world  had  not  instructed 
dim  in  the  devices  of  the  female  heart,  and  he 
was  not  aware  that  the  very  same  demeanour 
(vhich  checked  and  repressed  his  m*dour,  and  which 
nade  him  doubt  whether  he  ought  even  to  dii»> 
:lose  to  het  his  long  attachment,  would,  to  a  man 
nore  accustomedsto  the  innocent  wiles  of  woman* 
cind,  have  been  regarded  as  the  most  encouraging 
lymptom.  In  a  word,  he  began  to  suspect  that 
le  had  been  betrayed  by  the  influence  of  early 
ecollections  into  a  fond  foUy,  and  to  think  that, 
>erhaps,  the  wisest  9tep  he  could  take,  would  be 
o  abandon  his  intention  at  oHoe. 
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▼ings  to UgbU»lM?rfo9tfidlfi^"  She's  wi'  Sir 

drewT       . 

«  What's  th«t  tinUer  t^wpy  doiiig  here  P"" .  ; 

"  I3i !  m^tys  mawt^  !  I  thoi^t  ye  were 
iKMUi' Bleeping;  ^ipo're  ye  the d*y,  after  the  dread- 
ful coup.  Rohin  has  gotten  an  awful  door  on  the 
feroo,  we  think  his  harapan's  sorely  dunklet-'' 

«  An  I  were  ^  thee  I  woul^  hoo're  the^ :  out 
o'  my  presence  this  moment.-^De'il  an  the  like  cf 
that  ha^  was  e'er  in  wy ,  crdttlaU^  fiuiuly,''  ex* 
daimed  the  Laird. 

«  0 1  J^ai^^r,''  retjorted  tl^  lieanicdfJBfell^:"  ye 
shodd  thoj^  better.:^  mftft^^rug^i^g  with  calami- 
ty  is  a  sight  worthy  otd?^g?dar    ,.  - 

Mary  wasoh^ged^jto la^  at  t)^  j^j/il^Kppto^ 
priatipn  of  ^njB^^of  Seneca's  cpnccdts,  whU^  a^  the 
sai|ie  time,  she  ord^rfjd  BeU  to  leave  thes  room. 

«  Ye  see,*  M^ry^my ^^^f*'^  ^^  ^®  J9W go*- 
deman,  "  what  it  is  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  edi-. 
cation,  fi)r  i|;'s  no  to.be  doubted  ,that  too  much 
lei^rDing  haa  made  ypn  ]iasde  mad  aa  weU  fw^  the 
the  f^ostle  P^uL  Tj^e  heads  cf  the  oomiponali^. 
are,  i?.  my  opinion,  not  of  a  capacity  ta  take  in 


AN  ACCIDENT.  S85 

mudde  mair  than  the  plain  truths  o^  Scripture 
md  the  Mothers^  Canitehes.  The  Question-boolf  6 
}wer  kitile  for  the  l^eet  o^  them ;  I,  mysel,  never 
jot  farther  than  « No  mere  man/*" 

The  Laird  was  proceeding  in  tMs  way  to  give 
lis  opinion  on  the  |K>puIar  subject  of  general  edu^ 
^doh,  his  fever  disposing  him  to  become  talka- 
ive,  when  Miss  Mizy  entered. 

•*  Maiy,"* '  said  the  old  Lady  sigriMcantly, 
-^  ye^  gang  doun  the  stair  and  entertain  Sh*  An- 
Irew,  and  ttl*bide  wT  ybtir  ftither  tffl'the  Doctor 
jomes.'" 

«  Doctor  r  vbaferai^  the  L«rf— «  Wha 
:he  deevil'has  s^  for  the  ddbtdf  to  me ?  They 
lad  a  stock  o^  impudenc^^-^A  doictor  to  a  tnt  bhra, 
;hat  in  s6on  no  be  a  prin  thewauf  o\  I  hae  nae 
yt6o  t!"  doctors,  for  though  thieiy  may  learn  at  the 
College  to  hag^e  affa  sair  IjBg,  or  to  howk  out  a 
*otten  to<^,  iSiey  keh  Its  Ifttle  about  dtnntdaints 
n*Aei^tomach  asalochJe^,  andnoistemud^f; 
br  Ate  leech,  poor  tldng,  has  a  natural  knowledge 
>^  what  if  6  libottt,  and  secSfs  nae  fee  but  a  pidde 
iaut  on  iiTs  tieb,  and  a  di^p  caller  wateif  in  thou 
le.  Naine b' the dtoguety norlJie roguery o' doc- 
ors  for  me.^ 


cQ^n^^Sl^  JRpg^tf . 


BO  fasti  your  head  willi  flic^  rjiirihina^hivgrg.^ 

ndiegrlii^bw,]i^«tib^ibe(>;  j^  abeV  o' a  miid 
«nd  »  iQf^k  mtm«i)  the  wh»^  is  a  U^c^ed  mb^ 
ritance,  as  Mr  Syiwig(fK||  m^.  <va  Sooday,  and 
WQiAy  oCaU  ae^ei^tioQ;  id^eo^aa  the^  b^  those 
oTa  v<ir]dly^0«i9  iWld  sobstao^  coi^ne  to  heddc^ 
and  iQ  tQ  ^iffd,  a^d  a6i^g.i^Qay  a  mg  and  zi»^ 
by  the  powerfu^  hand  of  chastisement,  before  ib&x 
aoids  are  wrou^t into. gaiaumta.o^  praise*^ 

*<  JBrotbery""  m^  Miss  Mi^  kindlj,  stnu;k  by 
tlte  groiring  ivcoibareiu^,  of  the  olfi  g^tXom^ 
"  I  daal^  ye're  vaw  than  ye  h/t  wt*" 

^^  1^.  unco  dry^^  was  the  answer.  '^  It^s  i^  wofii^ 
der  o'  xtatuxQ,  tha(i  th^  n^tir  ^  bo^  4xii;^a  he  aye 
gro^s  th^  dwx ;  bi^  Svr  Axeluhald'a  cji^et  was 
o£  a  fine  i^piali^.;,  ai4  really  yo9  Sir  A]»4irciw''s 
a.  oonvi^.  crftatw^^l  trow  I  g^  ihe  pr^jiiick 
EagSsh  Ye^lJai^ky  wl^  Isi^dJ^^ir  Afid^ew 
would  n^vei:  be  a)b^)to  )^S;C9«ir  Mi^^  ipksa  lie 
"wldsp^  up  ancl.g^  hjy»  tw«  io  H^  BP}>chea 


Ts  my  ^r  tbt^  tljek^  baippiosi  ^vitlG^  be  sip  wefe  ]^q« 

)out  t^e  houae,  well  hA0  Ip  tj^  Wte  to  tfl>€fe 
icks  to  hear  whar  they  gang>  fot  Fm  thinlft!^ 
leyll  be  runnmg  in  aneath  the  beds.  ^Odsake, 
It  I  would  be  blithe  to  see  the  wee  totties  spin- 
ng  about  the  floor  like  peeries.'' 

"  I  beg,'*'  said  his  sister,  with  an  accent  of 
ixiety  and  grief,  "  that  you  will  try  to  keep 
Dursel  quiet.  It'^s  no  right  to  indulge  sic  vaga- 
es."* 

"  Ar'na  they  my  ain  granchilder  I*"  exclaimed 
le  Laird.  "  Would  ye  hae  me  as  void  o'  natu- 
dity  for  them  as  you,  thafs  but  their  aunty  ? 
id  no  ev«i  that,  for  yeVe  a  remove  farther  off, 
lizy. — I'll  send  to  Glasgow  for  a  hobby-horse  to 
Villy,  'cause  he's  ca'd  baith  for  me  and  my  ain 
oor  WiHy  that  deet  of  his  wounds.  Many  a 
)re  hour  o'  suffering  he  had ;  but  he  was  a  brave 
id  wi'  a  liel  heart.  His  wound  wasna  on  the 
ack ;  but  won  in  the  front  o'  the  battle,  and 
cm  on  his  breast  like  a  star  o'  honour." 

The  poor  old  man's  paternal  feelings  overcame 
im,  and  he  lay  weeping  with  a  childish  fondness 
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and  simplicity,  till  Miss  Mizy,  unaUe  any  Icmger 
to  control  her  apprehodsions  at  the  rapid  progress 
of  the  ddirinm,  hastily  ran  down  stairs  to  com- 
Hnmicate  her  alarm. 


• 

tHE  D£AT1I  Ajm  BUJtlAL.  JtSfil 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 


THE  DEATH  AND  BVBIAli. 


Wbjs^  Miss  Misy  entered  tlie  paiiour,  dkt 
turbed  her  nieceiiHd  the  Baronet  m  the  saddle 
a  Tery  interesting  oonversatkm.  He  had  not 
ually  Mimi  on  hi&  knees  before  the  adored  db*- 
;  of  ins  Tonumi^  fondness^  as  the  novelists  of 
feminine  gender  would  describe  a  heroine  si* 
arly  situated ;  bat,  Jifter  adverting  to  the  (h> 
rentes  o£  the  preceding  day^  he  was  advandng 
'spidly  towards  a  ^bdosure  of  the  wish  nearest 
heart,  as  oould  rouxnudbly  be  eacpected  from  a 
1  dhis  temperance  in  $11  dungs ;  and  Miss 
ininghaim  waa  listening,  «s  if  she  eigoyed  the 
ihnent  of  an  Bnci^it  prediction,  calm  andnni- 
:,  but  with  a  slow  and  profioiuDd  emodon  that 
[;ted  the  very  bottom  of  her  heart— «a  smoo^ 

OJL.  in.  N 
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roQing  swdl  and  undulatum  of  the  gpirit,  wbidt 
little  more  yehemeiice  in  her  Iotct  mif^  kit 
thrown  into  aU  those  tanpestiious  oomBiotMiB 
whidi  fonneriy  belonged  to  the  lady'^s  part  of  the 
performance  in  a  dedaiation  of  love.     She  \ai  \ 
long,  for  we  may  now  speak  &eely  ei  h&t  2a 
ments,  contemplated,  with  a  strange  fedmg 


wonder,  blended  with  pleasQie,  the  anangeme^ 

thatFate  appeared  to  be  making  for  the  era  ^riiMl 

had  now  arriyed ;  every  new  instance  <tf  our  hefo*^ 

advancement,  as  it  came  to  her  kaowkd^?  ^f^ 

tained,  as  it  were,  an  admcnitiMLof  thesr  fnda- 

tinated  union,  and  this,  presmtiaiexit  was  nerer 

affected  by  any  of  those  saddening  inflneaees 

which  the  mystic  sense  and  aogwies  of  Julian 

commonly  exdte*   The  inuige  of^  Wylie  was  sbbc- 

ciated  in  her  imsginarion  with  the  bright  aad  joj- 

ous  days  of  childhood ;  and  his  small  imduii^' 

ly  figure  was  in  her  imaginaticm  so  wreathed^  i 

the  expression  may  be  allowed,  with  the  gKttuA 

of  hap^  recolleclaons,  that  it  was,  endeared  to  d:e 

eyes  of  halntual  affisction  with  somtthiiv  moR 

interesting  than  the  advantages  of  persoaosl  4f- 

pearance.    . 
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"  Mary,''  sttd  her  aunt,  bursting  hastUy  into 
le  roOTd,  "  it's  my  opinion  your  father's  gaun 
f  himsd." 

Miss  Cunnii^ham,  alarmed  at  the  news,  start- 
l  fiom  her  seat,  and  hurried  up  stairs.  At  the 
ane  moment,  Bt  Atomy  arrired,  and  daft  Ja- 
ie,  who  was  lounging  about  the  house,  on  see- 
g  the  Doctor  afight,  ran  forward  to  hold  his 
3rse. 

"  Jamie,"  swd  the  Doctor,  *<  is  that  you  ?" 
«  Deed  isV  replied  Jamie,  takbg  the  bridle, 
it's  my  ain  mother's  son." 

"  Andwho  is  your  mother,  Janue?" rejoined  the 
k)ctor> 

"  She's  vera  weel,  I  thank  you,  sh»,"  w^  the 
iswer ;  which  so  disccMnposed  the  gravity  of  the 
•octor,  that  he  came  mto  the  parlour  with  a  gay- 
xountenBHoe  Aan  suited  the  occasion;  insomuch, 
iat  Miss  Mi^  put  on  a  visage  proportionaQy 
ore  ^solemn. 

"  My  brother's  vera  iU,  Doctor,"  said  she,  "and 
X  Andrew  Wylie^thia  is  Sir  Andrew-is  just 
liting  to  hear  what  ye  thmk  o'  hhn." 

"  Is  this  die  great  Sir  Andrew  Wylie  ?"  ex- 
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cbim^  the  I>ect<»r»  lo^iiig  to vardb  hero,  and 
bending  forward  with  mh  expression  of  amaiemenfr 
in  hia  face,  which  gradually  assumed  the  cast  «f 
yeneo^aticHift  aa^,  l^fore  the  Jkaroact  had  tinie  ta 
make  any  re]^,  lio  went  iip  to  him,  and  said, 
^^  What  is  youx  epfaupn.  Sir  Andrew^  o£  the  kte 
fallitttl^^Jfiu^r  . 

"  Oocftari'' iiHerposed  Miss  Miagr,  ^  ye  mauna 
enter  on  your  bad  times  just  noo — gaiig  first  and 
see  my  jbrotherv  andjdt^  ye  can  come  and  con- 
rerse  wT  Sir  Andi^  .abotit  the  bi^ealdiig.  o*  die 
government'^ 

The  Baronet,  .perceivii^  the  aoHcitade  ef  the 
old  lady,  in  the  hopes  that  by  a  precise  answer 
the  Doctor  wcndd  t^  ^sppnei;  go  to  the  patiait, 
repUed,  that  he  cQmidiwed  the  recent  &11  a  tem- 
porary fluctuatioi)i^ 

*^  I  am  most  bfippy  to  hear  you  think  so,*^  ex- 
claimed the  Doctor,  and  was  proceeding  ^  enlarge 
on  the  subject,  when  Miss  Mizy  agam  interrupt- 
ed him. 

"  My  l»:o<lkerr  Mid  the,  "has  met  irT  a  se- 
vere birs  and  qontusion,  and  he^s  in  a  xovisg  &. 


vcr."* 
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^^  The  faQ  has  beeii  considerable,^  rejoined  the 
doctor,  thinking  of  the  funds. 

^^  ^Deed  it  was  a  mercy  we  werena  a^  killed  Out- 
ght,^  replied  Miss  Mizy ;  *^  for  the  chaise  made  a 
ean  whamle,  and  th6  Laird  was  lowermost'^ 

The  Doctor,  still  intent  on  his  own  topic, 
dd  to  Sir  Andrew,  '^  I  trust,  however,  that  Ae 
fects  will  not  be  permanent.  It  is  melancholy 
» think  how  uncertain  every  thing  is.^ 

"  Ye  ne'er.  Doctor,  made  a  wiser  observe,'* 
dd  Miss  Mizy,  morally ;  ^^  for,  after  spending  a 
lost  pleasant  day  at  Audiinward,  wha  could  hae 
lought  we  Would  hae  to  dree  so  soon  sic  a  pCf 
ance  for  our  pleasure:*" 

Dr  Atomy  looked  round  with  a  dompassioniftte 
nile  at  Miss  Mizy,  and  then  b^an  to  speak  on 
le  common  popular  topics  of  the  day  to  the  Ba- 
met,  who,  not  altogether  pleased  with  his  perti-<^ 
aoity,  reminded  him  of  the  object  of  his  visit 
'he  Doctor,  keep  him  free  from  ^^  bad  tiin^s,'' 
as  an  amiable  and  humane  diaracter,'  and  this 
Imonition  was  effectual :  he  immediately  follow* 
i  Miss  Mizy  to  her  brier's  apartment. 
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To  the  first  question  which  he  pat  to  the  L4nrd, 
the  reply  was  characteristic. 

I^m  vera  weel,  Doctor,^  said  the  pati^it — 
ne'er  was  better ;  but  thare^s  a  sometiiiiig  I  din- 
na  understand  wi^  me,  for  a*  that ;  and  I^m  fiished 
wi**  strange  folk ;  crowds^  o^  them  (M>me  and  at  be- 
hind the  curtains  at  my  bed*head^  and  the  dell  a 
ane  of  them  will  speak  out^  and  tell  me  their 
cracks,  but  they  continue  whispering  and  whisper- 
ing, and  hugger-muggering,  a»  if  they  were  smug- 
^ng  aomediing  awa\^ 

Both  his  sister  and  daughter,  who  urere  stand- 
ing beside  the  Doctor,  were  »ach  affbcted  by  this 
speech,  and  could  notTefirain  frant  teara  ;  Scyr  it  was 
too  erident,  from  the  Dootmr's  manner,  that  there 
was  then  indeed  something  "^about  to  be  removed 
The  whisperings  of  wluch  tlie  dymg  naah  cote- 
plained  were  the  voices  of  those  who  had  been 
sent  to  bear  him  from  this  mortal  world. 

The  Doctor  hawig^  as  delicatdy  as  be  could, 
eiqpressed  his  fears  for  the  consequenees  of  the  in- 
jury which  the  old  gentleman  had  suffered,  and 
having  prescribed  some  ample  medicine,  rather  to 
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piiold  the  cluiincter  of  the  profession  than  with 
ny  hope  of  doing  the  patient  good,  soon  after  re- 
ired,  and  Bell  Lanopit  was  ahnost  immediately 
iispatched  to  the  Manse  to  tequest  the  attendimce 
f  Mr  SynriagtMi. 

Bell,  who  never  tarried  on  her  errands  between 
me  pcsson  and  another,  met  the  Minister  walking 
eisureiy  by  himself  on  ike  shady  side  of  die 
dgb*T0ad« 

^^  Ye  Huron  oome  up  tp  The  Place  direedy, 
ir,"^  was  her  salutation,  ^^  fiir  we^e  a^  leared  l^t 
he  Laixd's  irital  apaiit's  gaun  octt  Miss  Mary 
lent  me  wi^  Ime  oomjdimieDts  to  bid  you  c<»ne.'^ 

"  Fm  rery  soray  to  liear  this.*<^I<  understood 
lis  hurt-waa  (^no  conseqpience,^  replied  the  der- 
^yman. 

''  metdy  sir,^  said  Bdl,  ''  his  life  is  just  like 
he  dying  lamp's  unsteady  flame. .  ^  To  be  or  net 
0  be,"  is  the  «tate  of  his  precious  soul;  so  I  hope 
re'U  no  delay,  tat  it  will  be  a  sad  and  a  sore 
hing  if  the  Lahrd'a  aUoo^  to  jump  the  shoal  o^ 
dme  like  die  beasts  Aat  perish.^  And  hdding  a 
aifion  dialect  of  tfaia.si»rt,  Bell  returned  home 
mth  the  Minister.  But  before  reaching  the  house 
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llie  iaflittimttiaa  of  tjie.braixL  liad  m  n^ndly  ad- 
yanoed^  that  the  patuAt  w«8  in  no  conditaontai^- 
oeiTe  the  spiritual  phyaidan. 

In  the  eowse  of  the  afternoon  tite  vialeiiee  of 
the  symptoms  abated,  and  fi>r  several  imjs  the 
Laird  knguished  under  the  evident  decay  of  all 
his  fiicohies.  HewM  not^  jqppsrenAljr^  very  S^ 
but  his  strwiigth  was  euthcety  praslrated,  and  he 
Imgeredwithin  the  imbecility  of  the  seccakl  diild- 
hood>  in  its  most,  hd^esa  state,  smitten  with  a 
patieOil  «iI^nEie9s  that  could  not  he  aeen  uridioiit 
sorrow.  He  had  lost  the  sense  i»f  pnaeent  nlgecfts^ 
and  fondled  over  the  jEtcwiMtcliiaa  of  fonner  yctts. 
Sometimes  he  thought  of  diis  Udgry  and  weald  talk 
to  her  of  Hbm  household  ^aoncemg .  ■  >eccasiopalFy 
chidbig  her  for  hemg  low-spirited^  and  reanading 
her  of  the  great  honour  and  adarantagico  of  ftrtune 
which  she  had  acquired  ky  their  manriage.  But 
the  playfulness  rfbisxhikiwaa  in  tiieiv  duifitood 
chiefly  engaged  hb  fimey ;  and  he  -would  dmchfe 
with  the  grealMt  glee  at  their  Hyle  pmnka. .  In 
the  midst>  howevi^y  o£  his  aairth^  acnne  gleam  of 
ceminisce«ce  would  shoot  across  his  mind,  asMi, 
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-fitt^knly  f  ecoHecting  tliat  his  darling  Willy  wa« 
hmg  dcsA,  he  would  break  out  into  £reih  and 
lo«d  liunentations,  like  the  grief  of  an  innocent 
chiM  that  bewails  the  loss  of  a  favourite  bird.  In 
thia  ctmdition  he  continued  seren  days.  In  the 
afteisioon  of  the  eighth,  prostrate  nature  seemed 
tarally  her  feirces ;  but  death  was  more  powerftil, 
and  she  sank  in  the  contest. 

Though  Craiglands  possessed  few  of  these  qua- 
Mtiefl  wittdl  attract  general  popularity,  or  personal 
esteem,  he  was  yet  so  blamdess  in  his  life^  and  so 
easy  aa  a  landlord,  that  h6  enjoyed  among  hi&  te- 
nants and  tillage  neighbours,  something  kinder 
and  stronger  tlntti  either  popularity  or  esteem* 
Tke  homeliness  of  his  manners  came  in  aid  of 
dicir  natiomd  reverence,  for  Ae  honours  of  birth 
and  rank,  and  made  them  yield  a  homi^e  of  feel- 
ing and  reflpect  when  t&ey  heard  of  his  death,  as 
ptoloimd  as  lliat  whidi  is  paid  to  the  m^nory  of 
fat  greater  beneficence,  talent,  and  worth.    He 

r 

was,  be^es,  the  last  of  an  andent  line,  a  circnm- 
atanee  m  itself  cakmlated  to  awaken  interesting 
asspciattons ;  Ibfr  althoi^h  his  sister  and  daughter 

k2 
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survived,  the  country  folks  la*ouiid  consideTed  the 
family  extbguished  by  the  death  of  the  last  male 
heir.  The  day  of  his  fimeralivas,  in  consequ^ace, 
one  of  great  solemnity  in  Stoneyholm,  and  ail  the 
neighbotmng  hamlets.  Not  only  the  gentry,  bat 
the  tenjmts  attended,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  village ;  a  vast  concourse  of  old  and  yVmng 
assembled  at  The  Plac6,  and  the  xetinue  that  fol- 
lowed the  hearse,  was  in  pcnrfect  accordaiice  vrith 
the  pageantry  wMqh  l!he  j>eople  thought  due  to 
the  obsequies  of  the  last  Laird. 

Among  sevend  old  persons  in  the  village,  who 
had  spent  their  lives  in  the  isarvice  of  the  Craig- 
lands,  was  Thomas  Daisy,  a  very  i^^  man,  of 
such  a  vienerafble  appearance,  that  it  'was  a  com- 
mon saying  that  nobody  ^ould  tdl  wh^n  he  was 
young.  He  had  been  upwards  of  seventy  years 
nominally  the  gardener,  but  fer  some  tiibe  prior 
to  this  period,  he  had  been  pensioned  with  a  i$u 
dow  in  Stoneyholm.  Feeble  with  extreme  i^  and 
infirmity,  he  had  not  strength  to  join  the  other 
mourners  at  The  Place,  but  he  waited  far  the 
procession  at  the  door  of  the  cottage  where  he  re^ 
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sid«d,  and  as  it  passed  he  came  forwaird  leaning 
m  his  staff.  Holdixq;  }ds  hat  in  his  hand,  and 
^th  slow  and  tottering  steps,  he  followed  at  some 
little  distance.  His  venerable  appearance,  bis 
long  flawing  giey  hairs,  and  the  silent  sorrow  with 
nrhich  he  moved  along  bj  himself,  attracted  the 
itti^tion  of  the  children  of  Mr  Tannyhill'^s  school, 
ind  they  gradually  d^ched  themsdves  from  the 
spectators,  axtd  forming  a  circle  round  him,  as  he 
alteringly  walked  fforward,  insensibly  fell  into 
he  order  of  a  little  procession,  of  which  he  wiur 
he  leaden 

When  the  hearse  reached  the  gate  of  the; 
churchyard,  the  carriages  of  the  gentry  drew 
iside,  and  the  coffin  was  taken  out  and  placed  on 
be.spakes.  This  occupied  a  little  time,  during 
vbidi  old  Thomas,  attended  by  the  children, 
rame  up,  and  passed  on  towards  the  fiunily  bury- 
ng-place.  It  was  an  ancient,  massy,  walled  endo- 
!ure,  ornamented  with  sculptured  skulls  and  urns: 
I  tablet,  on  which  the  arms  (^  the  Craigland  Cun- 
linghams  had  been  emblazoned,  in  the  rude  car- 
ding of  the  sixteenth  century,  occupied  a  niche 
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oyer^  the  »il7#n^.    This  twpbj  c£  tbe  oUn 
time  had  \0f^  hem.JXspeif^d  by  the  villagcn; 
but  durifig  il^  iocmnbency  of  I>ocior  Dngmieal, 
the  chuxcbyard^ate  hjqppened  to  be  allowed  to 
ftU  from  il8  faiiige%  l^ /which  the  JSsbMtbDy^  is 
their  pky  hoiu^s^  havings  Bree^aocefiB^  it  had  su&x^ 
ect»  ateoog  other  of  theJg  cHl^idfttJons,   Ceactesilyt 
howerer^fromriia  m^lio^^igauist  the.^^^         on 
the  coa!timjf  8oleIy>  i£  we  rij^dy  xecoUlect  /ow 
Qwm  jurciwlk  «a^tim^9t8  4m  the  ooo«sian,  (hexng^ 
cofticemed  in  the  deva^tatiim?)  fi«Nn  a  mo^  oo«ft- 
Bcientlpiis  abhorrence  of  the  idohtroiis  beasts  ef 
]^^[^8tr}r  9114  prelacy  9  some  traditkmaryepiiiicm  ha- 
ving ait9ei^  in  the  3€3ioat^  that  die  said  axms^  with 
the#iq[l{K^rt§rH».  had  been  idols  of  (dd^  bfllopging 
to  tM  otP^feBal^lonid)  saiicfctttty>  the  Aldb^  «f 
Kilwinnbg^  Nor  was  the^notna  entirdy  withoat 
adiadowofhiBtericalfiict;ibrihej&uad^  <^the 
Ckaig^snd  Cupnii4;hi|iaa  V 
caim  ftmilj ;  and  when  the  pioos  Saarl  of  tfimJL 
name  honed  tt^.  religiont  houses  of  AyzdiiB^ 
during.  ^  Refcvrmation^  Six  iBijcebami-  Cuq* 
nini^Oitt'OC  .B^icn^i^lu^  came  in.  lor  a  slmKe  of 
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le  ]plttBder,  and  sa  laid  the  subeequent  grandeur 
f  Us  descendants,  in  the  portion  which  he  recel- 
ed  of  iite  domains  oi  that  rich  Mmcy.  The 
iSird,  at  the  time  when  ithe  armg  were  defaced; 
ad  been  officiously,  as  #eVdl  tecdlect  it  was 
eeroed,  told  of  the  exploit,  and  had  vowed  a  ter- 
ble  vengeance,  and  also  to  restore  Ae  sculpture,, 
either  of  which,  however,  he  performed;  so  that  it 
as  observed  as  an  ominous  and  remarkable  thing, 
lat  the  escutcheon  6t  the  family  was  entirely  ob- 
terated. 

When  the  cofBn  was  borne  ta  the  entrance  of 
le  sepulchre,  the  spakes  were  drawn  out,  and  the 
cidertak^'^s  men  having  carried  it  within  the  en-^ 
osure,  it  was  placed  on  two  planks  over  the 
rave,  iSi  a  few  particular  friends  who  followed  it, 
ad  received  the  cor^  attached  to  the  handles, 
.t  this  moment  old  Thomas,  with  his  head  still 
%re,  came  fiirward  opposite  to  the  entrance,  and 
;  the  i^anks  were  removed,  and  the  remama-of^ 
is  old  master  were  lowered  into  the  earth,,  he 
as  imable  to  ccmtrol  his  emotion.  When  the 
>ecta«ors  in  silence  uncovered  as  the  coffin  reach- 


ed  its  last  rest  ■■•  homage  to  tbe  diqpensatioAs 
of  HcaETOi,  more  aficcmg  than  any  other  fonerd 
acrrice  he  sank  dofwn  on  his  knees,  and  cqb- 
tinKd  in  that  posture  till  the  grave  was  fiDed,  Ae 
earth  troddoi  in,  and  die  turf  laid  forever. 


THE  C0VGLU8I0K.  306 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 


THE  CONCLUSION. 


It  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  more  awful  thing  to  be 
>m  than  to  die ;  but  without  discanting  upon  the 
lestion,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  is  easier  to 
rite  the  first  than  the  last  chapter  of  a  book, 
very  one  of  our  readers  must  have  seen,  that 
e  Laird^s  death,  though  it  no  doubt  delayed, 
it  it  was  not  an  event  calculated  to  subtract  any 
ling  from  the  happiness  of  our  hero.  Indeed, 
ithin  as  short  a  period  as  decency  would  permit, 
id  shorter  too  than  the  prudent  Miss  Mizy 
ought  decent,  Mary  and  the  Baronet  were  uni- 
d.  It  would  have  afforded  us  the  greatest  plea- 
ire  to  describe  the  notaUe  tasks  and  cares  which 
[iss  Mizy  took  upon  herself  at  the  wedding— -how 
le  received  a  roving  commission  from  her  niece, 
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the  heiress  «od  bnde,  t0  go  into  Glaflgaw^  td,  \ 
in  amjuncticKQ  vith  Miss  Peggy  Picken,  thaeto  j 
make  the  mest  judicious.  purdiAses  &t  the  hoM 
panphosialia — in  what  mmmetj  for  two  wMe 
days,  the  judiclaus  maideii  gcndieworaeii  wat 
firom  Aop  to.  Aop,  iilspectii^  vaA  pridng  Aeir- 
ddes,  until  they  had  aeceirtaiDed  where  tl»  tot 
could  be  got  cheapest — how  MisY  P^gy  csagbt 
severe  cdd  in  the  reccnmoitr^  and  was  ohiigedto 
wear  a  p^.pf.r^  &vu^..miuxd  lier  throat  * 
mqst  90Ym^  mme^y  wih^.th^  sal&d.fotfrii7 
make  the  acti:^pHiyj^t^-hJgryM<i  maiuwr  A^ 
were  rf^c^yed  op  thatoc<Mi<^iQ  ecnMequenoeof 
haT^  taxed  tl^  foli^ne^ibLAild'  eivifi^.  sf  ^ 
shopkeqparsi,  to  ti^ntm^^fitf^^ioSlnma^Y^ 
ti^ce,  in  i^e^  pr^tuimacy  ^mt^-^^-^M  ^  ^^ 
thii^ ,  wrndd  demand  a  cixciimstiiii^iiHy  of  ms^ 
tion,  tc^y  inooifyH^ble  wi^,  t^  rapid  atuuat^ 
tion  pf  a  ocmdfi^ii^  ichqi^ier.  Lei  it  fMim^ 
to  sayv  ^at  ^  An^ew  ^n^tv  Mai^s  afteot  Mb| 
three  i^Tecal  Si^days  pr^i^itta4f4  i^nrcb,^^ 
umte4 1^  iUt  %niiiigtQtL  at  The)F]Mete  tfe^bo' 
ly  hands  of  ^^iM^risMPys  isi^tfasenfieeidgr  onbete* 
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imMe  gra&dimi^ery  Mr  Tannyhifl^  and  t3ie  ser^^ 
iraats.  Mm  Micy  acting  as  bridemiod.  Oti  this 
xetiAm  Bell  La«ipit^  seeing  oldMstiiaL  afflicted 
to  tears,  thoogjit  proper^  at  the  condusiiiib  of  ihe 
}Iessfaig^  to  tune  her  pipes,  and  said  &t&  a  most 
rodftious^  sobbing  and  wail ;  which,  however,  in* 
itead  t>f  awakening  any  sympathy,,  set  all  present 
iJanghing:  *  i  i .      f 

Lord  and  Lady  Sandyfbfd  had  immediately, 
&er  Ae  Lairi'^s  death,  returned  to  Chastington- 
Idlly  where,^  a»  soon  as  an  easy  Journey  |>ermit- 
ed,  di^  #ere  visited  hf  Ae  happy  pair. 

DmSng  that  vi^  Taxxdk  to  the  suirprise  df  the 
iaiJipiis  of  AT^wiside,  Sir  j&ndrew  accepted  the 
/hiltrcn  Hundredbs,  and  aided  his  parliaments 
ry  career ;  an  erent  whieh  the  Marquis  attnfou- 
*d  to  the  exermse  (^  some  sinister  influence  on 
le  ]yart  of  the  'Extl  of  Sand^fbrd,  whom  his 
forddiip  considered  as  ehtious  of^fae  address,  by 
fai^  he  luid  secured  ^  gl^eat  tal^ntis  of  the  Ba-- 
Hiet  to  the  Miusimal  side.'  Sfar  Aiidre^  also, 
;  the  same  time,  closod  his  IncratiTe  como^xhrn 
ith  Mr  Velkun,  idcdning,  tliftt^he  was  satts^ed 
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with  the  fortune  he  h^  acquired.  The  Earl  and 
Couxttess  again  liiged  him  tx)  become  their  neigh- 
bours; and  Casde-Rookfiborough,  which  his  Lord- 
ship haid  in  die  meantime  purchased,  was  fonnd- 
ly  offered  as  a  temptation ;  but  firm  in  his  inten- 
tion to  promote  the  wel&re  of  his  native  country , 
he  resisted  aUke  Ihe  sofidtations  of  interest  and 
friendship,  and  returned  to  Scotland,  where  he  Hm 
since  continued  to  reside  permanehfly,  xndkibg, 
however,  occasioiial  visits  with  his  lady  to  Ins  old 
southern  firicJttds*^  the  last  of  which  he  heard 
that  Femurs,  who*  occasioned  so  much  unhappi- 
ness  to  the  Countess,  had  been  killed  in  the  Pe- 
ninsula ;  and  that  the  rector^  wha  was  also  dead, 
had  amply  providisd  for  the  brphaxi  Monimia. 
.   The  only  part  of  6U7  hero^i^  conduct  which  has 
excited  any  speculation,  anil  we  mention  it  wi^ 
out  comhient,  since  it  may  be  deemed  equivocal, 
is  the  manner' in  which  he  has  acted  towards  his 
grandmother.  Many  of  idie  viQagers  at  Stoneyholm 
thought,  when  lie  rebuilt  the  mansion^Inmse  of 
Wylie,  that  he  oc^ht  to  have  removed  Martha  to 
it ;  indeed  Lady  WyHe  herself  was  very  urgent 
>h  the  old  woman  to  Hve  with  them,  but  the 
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Baronet  said  nothing;,  while  Martha  declared  that 
they  would  both  better  shew  tb^  r^ard^  by  aL 
lowing  her  to  spend  the  evenii^  of  her  days  in 
her  own  way,  peaceably  in.  the  servioq  of  Him  who 
had  vouchsafed^  of  his  own  free  grace,  to  shed 
such  unmerited  abundance  on  her  declining  years. 
By  an  arrangement  conducted  throt^h  the  me- 
dium of  Sir  Archibald  M^ybcdei  Mr  Symioglaa 
;ot  a  call  to  the  parish  of  Audiinward;  and  Mr 
Tannybill,  to  the  surprise  mid  delijg^  of  the  peo- 
ple^  who  had  long  venerated  his  amiable  and  gentle 
lispositions,  was  prfn;ioted  fi:om  the  scboo}:  to  the 
::hurch,  where  he  atill  exercises  wjith  undiminisli- 
sd  mildness  the. piutoraldutieaxif.t&e.  cure.  On 
I  late  occasion,  when  in  the  peighbpurhood»  we 
ivent  to  his  ^^  Examine,^  chiefly  drawn  thither  by 
nere  curiosity,  many  years^  having  passed  away 
^ince  we  were  present  at  any  thing  of  the  kind. 
We  found  him  seated. in  the  venerable  carved 
i^ahiut  elbow-chair,  amidst  the  elders,  in  the  (des- 
donrhonse,  listening  widi  patient  affectioi^  to  the 
eplies  of  die  youth  of  both  sexes  assemUed ;  and 
t  seemed  to  our  dbservant  «y^,  that  he  cftbea 
iighed  to  remark  how  much  they  wece  infiarior  in 
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religious  knowledge  to  flieir  orthodox  parents. 
Among  others  present  was  a  lad,  Eobin  Kennedy, 
elothed  in  the  sprocest  cut  of  clipping  Jock,  who, 
undear  the  istyle  and  title  of  Mr  Shaper,  had,  after 
«  &re6  months'  insight  With  Messrs  Buts  and 
Lining,  clothiers  on  the  South  Bridge  of  ££n- 
burgh,  suppknted  his  old  master,  Thomas  Steek, 
in  the  buinness  of  the  young  farmers  of  ihe  parish. 
Robin  Kennedy  was  di^ssed  in  his  Sunday  suit, 
but  happening  i^ortunately  to  be  seated  on  a 
bench  where  a  nail  protruded,  in  standing  up  to 
answer  the  question,  *^  What  does  every  sin  de- 
serve ?^  he  tore  his  breeches,  and  exclaimed,  look* 
ing  back  at  tihe  'nail,  ftnd  feeling  the  wounded  cor- 
duroy,— "  God'^s  curse.*— ^^*  Very  well,  Robin,^ 
said  Mr'Tannyhill,  ^'  but  soberly  and  coolly'^. 

For  some  reason  or  another,  not  explained  in 
any  satisfactory  manner  to  the  public,  Miss  Mizy 
is  permitted  to  enjoy  The  Place  by  herself,  where 
she  is  sometimes  visited  by  the  Baronet  and  Lsdy 
Wylie,  witli  their  children.  But  oh  those  ooc»- 
sions  the  drawing-room  is  always  carefully  locked ; 
6x  the  children,  as  she  has  herself  assured  us,  are 
such  tempests,  paarticufairiy  the  boys,  thatt  they 
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have  no  mercy  on  the  finrmture.  One  of  them,  be* 
foie  the  precaution  of  locking  the  door,  actuaUy 
picked  off  the  put^  which,  as  we  have  described, 
concealed  l^e  face  of  the  blooming  May  in  the^ 
3mblematic  picture  of  that  month.  And  here  we 
ihould  not  omit  to  inform  our  readers,  that  when  we 
ast  called  at  The  Place,  Miss  Mizy  told  us,  that  in 
K)rting  some  old  papers  she  had  made  a  great  li- 
;erary  discovery,  namely,  a  volume  written  by  her 
)rother,  in  his  own  hand-writing,  containing,  as 
the  assured  us,  ^'  A  most  full  account  of  all  man- 
ler  of  particularities  anent  the  decay  of  the  an- 
ient families  of  the  west  country.'' — A  work  that 
re  have  some  reason  to  hope  Sir  Andrew  may 
Kiduce  her  to  transmit  to  us,  in  order  that  we 
aay  arrange  it  for  publication ;  ^^  for  though  the 
l^ird^''  as  she  observed,  ^^  wasna  a  man  of  book 
air,  he  had  yet  a  nerve  at  observation,  and  a  fa- 
ulty to  note  whatsoever  came  to  pass,  in  a  man- 
ler  just  extraordinar,  as  any  rational  person,  no 
ver  critical  about  points  and  phrases,  may  very 
learly  discern.'"  Should  the  Banmet  succeed  in . 
Tocuring  the  manuscript,  we  shall  lose  no  time  in 
ending  it  to  press  for  the  entertamment  and  edi- 
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fication  of  the  public.  Meanwhile,  having  brought 
his  own  biography  to  a  elose,  we  leave  him,  as  all 
heroes  ought  tp  be  l^ft,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
the  manifold  gifts  and  felicities  which  prudence 
and  good  fortune  united  can  procure. 


THE  END. 
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